
D i s t . 11 , Rep. W.R. "Bob" Poage Par W County Courthouse 

Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) 

| i . NAME" 

TEXAS 
C O U N T Y : 

Parker 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

Parker County Courthouse 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C ; 

(2. t-OCATtON 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Courthouse Square 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

Weatherford 

Texas 76086 
C O D E C O U N T Y : 

Parker 367 
3. C L A S S I F I C A T I O N 

CATEGORY 
(•Check One) 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

• Distr ict ^ Building 

• Site Q Structure 

• Object 

3 Public 

• Private 

• Both 

Public Acquis i t ion: 

I I In Process 

] Being Considered 

P?) Occupied 

I I Unoccupied 

• Preservation work 

in progress 

Yes: 
X Restricted 

Unrestricted 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I Agriculturol 

^ Commercial 

I I Educational 

[ I Entertainment 

y I Government 

1 I Industrial 

• Mil itary 

1 1 Museum 

• Pork 

[ I Private Residence 

r j Religious 

I 1 Scientif ic 

[ 1 Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

[ I Comments 

f 4 . OWNER OF P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Parker County 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

_̂  Courthouse Square. Parker County Courthouse 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Weatherford 
| 5 . L O C A T I O N O F L E G A L D E S C R I P T I O N 

T e x a s 048 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Parker County Courthouse 
STREET AND NUMBER; 

Courthouse Square 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Weatherford T e x a s 048 

6. R E P R E S E N T A T I O N IN E X I S T I N G SURVEYS 

5^ 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Texas Sta te H i s t o r i c a l Survey 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1965 • Federal g State • County • Local 
D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S ; 

Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

108 W. 15th S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Austin T e x a s 

o 

z 
•D 

O 
Z 

048 



7 . D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

• E x c e l l e n t S Good • F a i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

• A l t e r e d H U n a l t e r e d 

CChecfc O n e ; 

• Moved S O r i g i n a l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( H k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L . A P P E A R A N C E 

A t h r e e - s t o r y limestone courthouse w i t h f o u r t h - s t o r y a t t i c s 
and a c e n t r a l tower t h a t adds three a d d i t i o n a l s t o r i e s . The 
b u i l d i n g i s square i n pl a n w i t h four i d e n t i c a l facades, each 
facade d i v i d e d i n t o f i v e bays by the shallow p r o j e c t i o n of the 
c e n t r a l and end p a v i l i o n s . The end p a v i l i o n s are surmounted 
by prominent convex mansard ro o f s each w i t h f o u r dormers w i t h 
pedimented a r c h i t r a v e s above arched windows. The c e n t r a l p a v i l ; 
have gables and the eaves o f the b u i l d i n g are bra c k e t t e d w i t h 
i r r e g u l a r l y spaced brackets of two sizes. The corners of each 
p a v i l i o n have ashlar p i l a s t e r s c o n t r a s t i n g to the r u s t i c a t i o n 
of the r e s t of the f a b r i c . The openings are arched. The f i r s t 
f l o o r windows are of the one-over-one l i g h t double-hung sash 
type. The second and t h i r d f l o o r windows are v e r t i c a l l y con
tinuous w i t h small pediments above the t e r m i n a l arch at the 
t h i r d f l o o r . There i s a small, somewhat P a l i a d i a n , arrange
ment of windows at the a t t i c s t o r y of the c e n t r a l p a v i l i o n s . 
The tower i s arranged so t h a t two convex mansard roofs are 
un i t e d by a v e r t i c a l s e c t i o n — a l l shingled. The lowest s t o r y 
has paired dormers w i t h broken segmentally arched pediments 
on each side; the second s t o r y has louvered bell-windows w i t h 
broken segmentally arched pediments. The top i s ornamented 
w i t h large clock faces w i t h molded a r c h i v o l t s and prominent 
keystones. 
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E SIGNIFICANCE 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

PERIOD fCheck One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P r e - C o l u m b i a n I • 16th Centu ry 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Centu ry 

• 18th Cen tu ry 

gC) 19th Centu ry 

• 20th Centu ry 

S P E C I F I C D A T E ( s l (Jt A p p l i c a b l e a n d K n o w n ) 1 8 8 4 — 1 8 8 6 

A R E A S OF S I G N I F I C A N C E f C / i e c k O n e or More a s /4ppropr ia(eJ 

Abor i g i n a l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

^ A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

1 I Commerce 

I I Commun ico t i ons 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I I E d u c a t i o n 

I I E ng inee r i ng 

3 Indus t r y 

I I I n v e n t i o n 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

[ I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

l osophy 

I I Sc ience 

[ 1 Scu lp tu re 

[ I S o c i o l / H u m a n -

i t o r i o n 

• T h e a t e r 

I I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

• Urban P l a n n i n g 

• Other (Specify) 

The Parker County Courthouse i s an eye-catcher. I t s t a l l 
c e n tral'tower and four corner p a v i l i o n s w i t h handsome mansard 
roofs are a naive and charming v e r s i o n o f the French Second 
Empire s t y l e i n a r c h i t e c t u r e . 

Parker County i s located i n North Central Texas. The f i r s t 
permanent s e t t l e r s came t o the re g i o n a f t e r 1849. The county 
was created from Bosque and Navarro counties i n December of 
1855. The s i t e f o r Weatherford, the county seat, was chosen 
from three s i t e s selected by the county commission at t h a t 
time. For some years, Weatherford was the l a s t settlement on 
the western f r o n t i e r between F o r t Worth and E l Paso. 

The f i r s t courthouse was of rough pine. The second was 
a two-story b r i c k b u i l d i n g destroyed by f i r e i n 1874. A t h i r d 
burned i n 1884. The present courthouse i s the f o u r t h and was 
b u i l t i n 1884-1886 f o r a cost o f $55,555.55. The a r c h i t e c t was 
W. C. Dodson, at t h a t time i n p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h a man named 
Dudley. Dodson was the a r c h i t e c t f o r a t l e a s t f i v e other Texas 
courthouses, two of them, the courthouses o f H i l l and Hood 
counties - both b u i l t i n 1890, w i t h c e n t r a l towers t h a t d u p l i 
cate t h i s one in.Weatherford. 

Recorded Texas H i s t o r i c .Landmark - 1965. 













'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

[ l . NAME 

TEXAS 

Pa rke r 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

Parker County Couthouse RLCCIVEO 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

ISM 15 Wi I -

u 
2. LOCATION 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Courthouse Square 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Weatherford 

I/O 

Z 

UJ 

LU 

Texas 048 

C O U N T Y 

367 
3. MAP R E F E R E N C E 

U n i t e d S t a t e s Depar tment o f t h e I n t e r i o r G e o l o g i c a l Survey 
SCALE; 1 : 2 4 0 0 0 

DATE; 1 9 5 7 . 1 9 5 9 
4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundories where requi red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longi tude reference. 

Texas Map Reference #3297-331 





H30-HR 

Mr. T rue t t Latiaior 
ExQCutiva Director 
Texas State Historical Survey Cofoltteo 
Post Office Box 12276 
Capitol Station 
AuHtin, Texas 78711 

Dear Mr. Latinon 

We are pleased to inform you that the hiptoric properties l i s t e d on 

the enclosure have Ixsen placed on the Natio.n.il Register of Historic 

Places. Senators Jo'nn G. Tower and LXoyd Bentsen antJ the appropriate 

nepresentativos are being inforaed, A loafl.?t explaining tha National 

Register is enclosed for each of the property ovners. Please withliold 

any publicity on this u n t i l you have received a carbon copy of the 

CongroBsionfLl correspondence. 

Sincerely yoursr 

Director 

a i l 2 1 W 
Enclosurea 

Entered i n the national P^gister_ 

cc: 

|jIR__ 6/10/71 PDHcrrickrnaf BASIC FILE RETAIN'ED IH HR 



f . 

Properties added to the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 

TEXAS 

T. H. Mathis House 

Levi Rockshelter 

Paint Rock Indian Pictograph Site 

Lubbock Lake Site 

Old Nacogdoches University Building 

Westcrman Mound 

H i l l County Courthouse 

Ezekiel Cullen House 

"Liendo" 

Lampasas County Courthouse 

L Parker County Courthouse 

Aransas County, 
Rockport, Texas 

Travis County, 
Austin, Texas 

Concho County, 
Paint Rock, Texas 

Lubbock County, 
Lubbock, Texas 

Nacogdoches County, 
Nacogdoches, Texas 

Houston County, 
Kennard, Texas 

H i l l County, 
H i l l s b o r o , Texas 

San Augustine County, 
San Augustine, Texas 

vraller County, 
Hempstead, Texas 

Lampasas County, 
Lampasas, Texas 

Parker County, 
Weatherford, Texas 
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Hon. L l o ^ Bents^ea 
J n i t c l f tatfcs Scuate 
Washington, D, C, 

Dear Senator iventsmni 

We ar»» pleased to i n f o r a YOU thsfc h i s t o r i c proper t ies l l a t e d on 

tJie enoiosure have irann iM?4i;iat»d by tJ.a State T.iclson O f f i c e r apfolnted 

• 
by tJio Crovemor f o r the lrr>;>lc>^ontatlon o f the Uetioual i l i a t o r i o 

Pc€Rcryation Progra:i I n TeKaa and hrivc ir.u.n entered i n t o t)i« iJatlonal 

Rti2i?;tcr o f H i f . t o r i o Place.-?. Senator JoTua To>fer tixvi the approi^rlnte 

Rejirensatatlvefl bavo nixc. proVlled w i t h t l d a laforraat ion. By copy 

of t h i s l e t t e r , cliC s ta te Ll i i loon O f f i c a r , r.c. Tru'^.tt Latlsser, Kxacutive 

D l r ac to r , 'S^.OA 'JtAti 15l::toric5a ^vrvey Coravittoe, Port: O f f i c a Dox 12276, 

Ca^ i to i S t a t i on , Aus t in , T^xnu 75711, na<t l ihewlso been n o t i f i e d * A 

l e a f l e t exr-lpiuin'? tha Nat ional Rf.;; ist«r ir? enclosed, 
Oiuo6r«ly yours. 

n 
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® «3 O 
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- - J 

c ti: 

O r-t • 
O 

iSifinodj 

n i r a c t o r 

Ent^rcfi i n t iM t^atlonai Rsgi&ter JUN 2 1 -.971 

cci Mr. r.-uett Latimer, 7: ecu civ- Director, Texas State Historical Survey 
Coomittee, Po3t Office Box 1227G, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711 

Also notified: United Stot.--.̂ -. Senntu House of Representatives 

1 -

Hon. George H. 2Iahon 
•Ion. John Dowdy 



Properties added to the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 

TEXAS 

T. H. Mathis House 

Levi Rockshelter 

Paint Rock Indian Pictograph Site 

Lubbock Lake Site 

Old Nacogdoches University Building 

Westerman Mound 

H i l l County Courthouse 

Ezekiel Cullen House 

"Liendo" 

Lampasas County Courthouse 

County Courthouse |̂ Pfljr1fce.r 

Aransas County, 
Rockport, Texas 

Travis County, 
Austin, Texas 

Concho County, 
Paint Rock, Texas 

Lubbock County, 
Lubbock, Texas 

Nacogdoches County, 
Nacogdoches, Texas 

Houston County, 
Kennard, Texas 

H i l l County, 
H i l l s b o r o , Texas 

San Augustine County, 
San Augustine, Texas 

Waller County, 
Hempstead, Texas 

Lampasas County, 
Lampasas, Texas 

Parker County, 
Weatherford, Texas 


