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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A three-story limestone courthouse with fourth-story atticgd
and a central tower that adds three additional stories. The °
building is square in plan with four identical facades, each
facade divided into five bays hy the shallow projection of the
central and end pavilions. The end pavilions are surmounted
by prominent convex mansard roofs each with four dormers with
pedimented architraves above arched windows. The central pavili
have gables and the eaves of the building are bracketted with
irregularly spaced brackets of two sizes. The corners of each
pavilion have ashlar pilasters contrasting to the rustication
of the rest of the fabric. The openings are arched. The first
floor windows are of the one-over-one light double-hung sash
type. The second and third floor windows are vertically con-
tinuous with small pediments above the terminal arch at the
third floor. There is a small, somewhat Palladian, arrange-
ment of windows at the attic story of the central pavilions.
The tower is arranged so that two convex mansard roofs are
united by a vertical section-all shingled. The lowest story
has paired dormers with broken segmentally arched pediments
on each side; the second story has louvered bell-windows with
broken segmentally arched pediments. The top is ornamented
with large clock faces with molded archivolts and prominent
keystones.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Parker County Courthouse is an eye-catcher. Its tall
central tower and four corner pavilions with handsome mansard
roofs are a naive and charming version of the French Second
Empire style in architecture.

B Parker County is located in North Central Texas. The first
permanent settlers came to the region after 1849. The county
was created from Bosque and Navarro counties in December of
1855. The site for Weatherford, the county seat, was chosen
from three sites selected by the county commission at that
time. For some years, Weatherford was the last settlement on
the western frontier between Fort Worth and El1 Paso.

The first courthouse was of rough pine. The second was
a two-story brick building destroyed by fire in 1874. A third
burned in 1884. The present courthouse is the fourth and was
built in 1884-1886 for a cost of $55,555.55. The architect was
W. C. Dodson, at that time in partnership with a man named
Dudley. Dodson was the architect for at least five other Texas
courthouses, two of them, the courthouses of Hill and Hood
counties - both built in 1890, with central towers that dupli-
cate this one in_Weatherford.

Recorded Texas Historic .Landmark - 1965.
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Mr. Truett Latimer
Executive Director
Texas State Historical Survey Committee

Post Office Box 12276

Capitol Station

Austin, Texas 78711

Dear Mr. Latimer:

We are pleased to inform you that the historic properties listed on
the enclosure have been placed on the Hational Register of Historic
Places., Senators John G. Tower and Lloyd Bentsen and the appropriate
Representatives are being inforaed.- A leaflet oxpléining the National
Registey is enclosed for eaﬁh of the property owners. Please withhold
any publicity on this until you hsve received a caxbon copy of the

Congressional correspondancs.

Sinceraly yours,

gmﬁ"“

Director
Enclosures

Entered in the Hational Register -

PR ——————
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Properties added to the National Register of Historic Places

TEXAS

T. H. Mathis House

Levi Rockshelter

Paint Rock Indian Pictograph Site
Lubbock Lake Site :
Ol& Nacogdoches University Bﬁilding
Westerman Mound

Hill County Courthouse

Ezekiel Cullen House

"Liendo"

Lampasas County Courthouse

( Parker County Courthouse

Aransas County,
Rockport, Texas

Travis County,
Austin, Texas

Concho County,
Paint Rock, Texas

Lubbock County,
Lubbock, Texas

Nacogdoches County,
Nacogdoches, Texas

Houston County,
Kennard, Texas

Hill County,
Hillsboro, Texas

San Augustine County,

San Augustine, Texas

Waller County,
Hempstead, Texas

Lampasas County,
Lampasas, Texas

Parker County,
Weatherford, Texas
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Hon. Lloyd Bentsen

United States Senate -
Hashington, D, C.

Daax SGn;:or Bantzon:

We ars pleasad to infeorm you that the historic properties listed on

the enclosure have been nouinated by tha State Liaison 02ficer appointasd
by the Governoxr for thelluplemantation of the uétional filstorio
Preservation Progvan 1n'Tenas and have haen antarodALnto ths Vational
Rugister of Historia Places, sénator John G. Tower'and th§ a?ptOprinte
Repreassntatives have alsoe hean ﬁraVided with this Information. By copy
of this l;ttcr. the state Lislison Officar, lir. Trustt Latimer, Executive
2ivectox, Taxas Stats Nistorical feevoy Committen, Pozt Offica Box 12278,
Capitol Station, Austia, Taxas 73711, has ilikewlise been notified. A

leaflat exﬁlainin7 tha National Re ~a»t‘ iz enclosad,

Singerely voura,

(Signed)

Siractor

Eaclosures
JUN 21 '9?1
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ve Director, Texas State Historical Survey
3o0x 12276, Cayitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711

cocy My, Truett Latimer, E >t

’
Cormittee, Pozt Office
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Also notified: United States Senate House of Revpresentatives-
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don. John Dowdy
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Hempstead, Texas
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Lampasas, Texas

Parker County,
Weatherford, Texas



