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17. D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

I I E x c e l l e n t • Good ^ Fa i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

S A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved 1 ^ O r i g i na l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( U k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The remaining b u i l d i n g s at Fort Duncan are t y p i c a l examples 
of mid-nineteenth century f r o n t i e r m i l i t a r y a r c h i t e c t u r e . The 
remaining b u i l d i n g s are load-bearing stone s t r u c t u r e s w i t h 
l i t t l e or no a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l i n g . The b u i l d i n g s have rough-
surfaced ashlar w a l l s , l a i d up i r r e g u l a r l y w i t h few attempts at 
coursing, except at the corners. The stones themselves are 
i r r e g u l a r i n size and shape, v a r y i n g from rough rubble t o un­
evenly hewn blocks and small boulders. There was u s u a l l y an 
attempt t o r e i n f o r c e the s t r e n g t h of the w a l l by l a y i n g large 
stones at the corners o f the s t r u c t u r e s . These simple masonry 
s t r u c t u r e s r a r e l y attempted the use of stone l i n t e l s over 
windows and doors, using instead wood timbers. 

Most of the remaining s t r u c t u r e s at F o r t Duncan have white--
washed stone w a l l s . Because of three f a c t o r s — the neglect 
r e s u l t i n g from the post's abandonment, the work done by the 
Works P r o j e c t A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , and the remodelling done a f t e r 
the c i t y of Eagle Pass purchased the pro p e r t y -- none of the 
b u i l d i n g s are i n an unal t e r e d c o n d i t i o n and l i t t l e of the o r i g i ­
n a l i n t e r i o r d e t a i l and arrangement remains. 

At present the F o r t Duncan Restoration Association hopes 
to e s t a b l i s h a F o r t Duncan park w i t h the help of funds from the 
Eagle Pass Model C i t i e s Program. As a p a r t of t h i s p r o j e c t the 
ol d headquarters b u i l d i n g would be restored as a museum. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

"Fort Duncan was es t a b l i s h e d on the east side of the Rio 
Grande by order of Major General W i l l i a m J. Worth on March 27, 
1849, when Captain S. Burbank occupied the s i t e w i t h Companies 
A, B, and F of the F i r s t U. S. I n f a n t r y . I t was the f i f t h of 
the cordon of posts e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1849 t o p r o t e c t the f r o n t i e r 
from Indians. Roads ran through Duncan t o Forts Inge, Mcintosh 
and Clark and t o San Antonio. M a i l and most supplies came from 
San Antonio, the c l o s e s t s i z a b l e town. A few small communities 
on both sides of the border were also near the f o r t . " ( H i s t o r i c 
F orts and Missions i n Texas, p.32) 

A few permanent b u i l d i n g s were constructed at the post i n 
1850. I n 1853, "the s i t e o f E'ort Duncan had not been purchased 
or leased by the government, but r e c e n t l y a p r o p o s i t i o n has beeiji 
made by the Quartermaster's Department t o the p r o p r i e t o r , Mr. 
Twohig of San Antonio, t o lease i t f o r f i f t e e n years, w i t h the 
use of the timber ... on the lands belonging t o him." (South­
west H i s t o r i c a l Q uarterly, Vol. 52, p. 445) There was also 
an abundance of stone at hand s u i t a b l e f o r b u i l d i n g , but no 
lumber. I n s p i t e of the abundance of b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l , i n 
1853, an inspector of the f o r t reported the quarters t o be 
"wretched hovels not f i t f o r occupancy."(Southwest H i s t o r i c a l 
Q u a r t e r l y , Vol. 52, p. 446) This was the consequence of an 
1851 d i r e c t i v e t o the commander t o put up no more permanent 
b u i l d i n g s u n t i l a lease f o r the s i t e was obtained. 

By 1856, when Colonel Mansfield inspected the Department  
of Texas, the f o r t had become a permanent establishment, leased  
f o r twenty years at $130 per month from John Twohig of San  
Antonio. By t h i s time most of the permanent b u i l d i n g s and  
quarters had been completed. The personnel assigned t o the  
post had r i s e n from approximately seventy t o more than 350.  
While the quarters were now adequate t o house the personnel,  
the 1856 i n s p e c t i o n showed t h a t , "quarters of the o f f i c e r s have  
been i n a great degree b u i l t of stone and of t h e i r p r i v a t e funds],  
as no funds were allowed t o be expended f o r them. The Ordnance  
Sergeant Thomas Durry who has a f a m i l y has been obliged t o  
b u i l t a stone house out of h i s p r i v a t e means at a cost of about 

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet # 1) 



9. MAJOR B I B L I O G R A P H I C A L R E F E R E N C E S 

Hart, Herbert M. 1964. Old f o r t s of the southwest. S e a t t l e : 
Superior P u b l i s h i n g Co. 

W. G. Freman's r e p o r t on the Eighth M i l i t a r y Department, 1853. 
• Southwest H i s t o r i c a l Q u a r t e r l y . 52:444-447. 

J.K.F. Mansfield's r e p o r t of the i n s p e c t i o n of the Department of 
Texas i n 1856. Southwest H i s t o r i c a l Q u a r t e r l y . 42:240^^245. 

(See continuation-sheet -#-2̂  
10. G E O G R A P H I C A L D A T A 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

NW 

NE  

SE  

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

28 ° 42 ' 26 -
28 ° 42 • 26 " 
28 ° 41 • 54 " 
28 o 41 . 54 . 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

100 o 30 • 40 " 
100° 29 • 55 -
100° 29 • 55 -
100 o 30 . 40 . 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T F N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
o I • 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 100 acres ( a l l bui ld ings , most of 
L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S r e S e r V a t L 

COUN TY 

m 
COUNTY: 

COUNTY: 

I . FORM P R E P A R E D BY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E ; Wayne B e l l , P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r 

TO 

CZ 

n 
O R G A N I Z A T l O N D A T E 

Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey Commit tee q-1-71 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

108 W. 15th S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n 
12. S T A T E L IA ISON O F F I C E R C E R T I F I C A i l O N 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­
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8. (contd.) 

100 dollies. 
He asks t o be refunded the same." (Southwest H i s t o r i c 

LIV, p.243) 
al 

Q uarterly, Vol, 
Although o r i g i n a l l y garrisoned as an outpost t o p r o t e c t 

against Indians, the f o r t V7as s i g n i f i c a n t because of the trade 
w i t h Mexico which crossed at Eagle Pass and because of i t s loca­
t i o n on the C a l i f o r n i a road. I n s p i t e of the post's s t r a t e g i c 
l o c a t i o n , the f o r t was abandoned i n May, 1859. The abandonment 
was short, however, f o r Robert E. Lee ordered the f o r t regarrison^d 
i n March, 1860, because of the Juan Cortinas disturbances on the 
Rio Grande. During the C i v i l War, the post was known as the 
Rio Grande S t a t i o n and served as a s t a t i o n f o r the F r o n t i e r 
Regiment, a u n i t r a i s e d by the Texas l e g i s l a t u r e . The post was a 
v i t a l supply p o i n t f o r munitions acquired i n Mexico f o r the 
Confederacy. Federal troops reoccupied Fort Duncan i n 1868, and 
the post saw a c t i v e service u n t i l 1883. I n 1870 the famous 
Seminole-Negro I n d i a n Scouts were organized at the post and l a t e r 
won n a t i o n a l r e c o g n i t i o n under the leadership of John L. B u l l i s . 

From 1890 t o 1917, when disturbances i n Mexico caused the 
f o r t t o be re-garrisoned w i t h N a t i o n a l Guard u n i t s , the f o r t had 
a skeleton caretaking detachment. Fo r t Duncan was r e - a c t i v a t e d 
i n 1917 and f i n a l l y abandoned i n 192^ 

The c i t y of Eagle Pass purchased the land i n 1938 and the 
area was converted i n t o a r e c r e a t i o n a l park. Works P r o j e c t 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n labor d i d some r e c o n s t r u c t i o n and r e p a i r t o the 
remaining post b u i l d i n g s . 

Recorded Texas H i s t o r i c Landmark - 1968, 1969 

GPO 90 t .08 2 
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COÎ GR^^SIOXAL DISTRICT; 



DATE OF RECEIPT 
DATA PAGE 
PHOT'O (£) 

. PHOTO DE3CRIITT0E (rs) 
3pc|T;aj^(s) 

i-'ji? DESCRIPTIG:^ ( S ) 
LOGGIJ: 

RESIIiiaT 

YE 7 r;0 ICII'SER 

3 

REGISTER irXSKR: / ^ / f / y j 

ARCHITECT Ok 
(5/̂ : 

k ui ̂ ^^ji/ 

\VfA/ 

ci:IEI^ oAiiP 0 

LDITORLVi. PROCESSING, EDITOR U)Pfi^ H <^acJlc^ ^tL^Un^oX^ 

Fcoeral Register Entry j j j 

M f 

Annual I d l t i o n i ' i i try 

WOi-UCL I;G KU:SER^ RLAAIJ-J-LJ^ 

O:-GRE£SIO::AL DISTRIC: 



PLEASE RETURN THIS FORiM VmSN THE PROPERTY IS RESUBMITTED. DATE: 
istAMF. f)F PROPERTY Ft>/<T t>lJ/\lC4f^ ~ JTX/hS 

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form i s being returned to your 
o f f i c e for c l a r i f i c a t i o n of the information indicated below. 

1. Name. 

2. Location, 

3. C l a s s i f i c a t i o n . 

4. Owner of Property. 

5. Location of Legal Description, 

6. Representation i n Existing Surveys, 

XX 7. Descr ip t ion . CJi . n t l d d c / M ^ ' Hvc- d l h ^ / ) y i u i - a ^ t t / u / ( / / o / 

8. Statement of Significance, 

9. Bibliography. 

10. Geographical Data. 
a. Longitude and Latitude Coordinates, 

b. Acreage, 

11. Form Prepared By. 

12. C e r t i f i c a t i o n . 

Photographic Coverage. 

Map Coverage. 

Other, / y v i ^ ^ ' ^ jic^eC /:>trrt>~<yrBi^ g / 

Clarification or correction of the above items must be made prior to the initiation 
of our professional review. Correction of these technical errors does not 
necessarily insure that the nomination will then satisfy National Register criteria 
in full. ^ , 

Thank you for your at t e n t i o n to the above items checked, 

SIGNED: 
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2. L O C A T t O N 

STREET AND NUM BER: Bounded On e a s t by Monroe, n o r t h by G a r r i s o n , 
s o u t h by c i t y l i m i t s , v^est by R i o Grande ( r i v e r ) 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

E a g l e Pass 
S T A T E : 

Texas 
C O D E 

M a v e r i c k ' 
3. MAP R E F E R E N C e 

S O U R C E (Reprinted by United States Geological Survey) 
United States Army Corps of Engineers 

1:62500 
DATE: 1 9 4 0 

4. R E Q U I R E M E N T S 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundar ies where requ i red . 

2. Nor th orrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 

Texas Map Reference #2800-420 

Eagle Pass, Texas 
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952 Avenue B 
Safrle Pass, Texas 
January 15, 1972 

78852 

American Battle r.'ionuments Commission 
2067 Tempo A 
Washington, D.C. 20315 

I . 

\ 

Dear S i r : 

I am a Jr. Piistorian working on a 

research paper conceming Fort Duncan 

here in Eagle Pass. T should greatly 

appreciate any information you might 

htivo on any wary tViat would pertain to 

the fort. I am mostly interested on 

information dealing with the Mexican 

War. Any other information w i l l he 

appreciated. Would you be kind enough 

to send i t as soon as possible? 

Sincerely Your^, 

Q.J/jrijJlcin. icuuajy^ 

Benilde Farias 

C c_ ' v 

/ 



THE AMERICAN BATTLE MONUMENTS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20315 

25 January 1972 

SUBJECT: Letter of Transmittal 

TO: National Park Service 
Department of I n t e r i o r 
801 19th St., N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

1. The attached l e t t e r from Benilde Farias i s forwarded 
as a matter pertaining to your operations. 

2. Tlie w r i t e r liaa not been n o t i f i e d of t h i s r o f c r r a l . 

FOR THE SECRETARY: 

WILLIAM E. RYAN, JR / 
LTC, A i r Defense A r t i f t L e r y 
D i r e c t o r o f Operat ional and 

Finance 
E n d 

as 

JAN 2 6 1972 
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ax, Benilde fAttas 
932 Avenue ̂  
ba&l« Pass, Texes 76352 

I/ear .Hr. Farias: 

The Acerican Battle Ilonuaests Coualssioa has asked us to  
reply to your letter of January 15 askins for inforaatlon  
on Fort Quncaa. Teaaa, 

Fort juncan has been listed on the liational Register of 
Historic Places, which is described in the enelosca folder. 
We are also enclosing copies of the Statement of Significance 
and the Description sections of the National Ratalster noifilna^ 
tion fora for Fort Dancan. We hope you will fine this Infor-
a4,tion helpful. 

Sincerely vours, 

a 
William J , Kurta^h 
Keeper of the 'siational 

i.U>fi;ister 
Sncloeurea 

cc: 
Hr. Truett Latiioer, Executive Director, Texas State Uistorical 
Survey Couiaittee, Post Office Box 12276, Captil Station, 
Austin, Texas 78711 w-cy/inc. 

Director, Southwest Region w-cy/inc. 

^-w-cy/inc. ((Ux/^ 1^^ 

FSales:cia 1/28/72 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR 


