
Form 10-300 U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T OF T H E I N T E R I O R 
( J u l y 1969) N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

TEXAS 

M a r i o n 
FOR NPS USE O N L Y 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

( l . NAME 
C O M M O N : 

J e f f e r s o n H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n shee t #1} 'NATIONAL 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

J e f f e r s o n 

Texas 75657 048 

C O U N T Y : 

M a r i o n 
3. CLASStFICATION 

C A T E G O R Y 

(Check One) 
OWNERSHIP S T A T U S 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

0 D i s t r i c t • B u i l d i n g 

• Si te Q St ruc tu re 

• O b j e c t 

• P u b l i c 

• P r i v a t e 

S Both 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

I I In P rocess 

I 1 B e i n g Cons ide red 

I I Occup ied 

I I Unoccup ied 

^ P rese rva t i on work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

Y e s : 

H R e s t r i c t e d 

I I Un res t r i c t ed 

• No 

PRESEN T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I ] A g r i c u l t u r a l 

Commerc ia l 

I I E d u c a t i o n a l 

[ 1 En te r ta inment 

Government 

Q I ndus t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

Museum 

• Park 

^ P r i v o t e Res idence 

0 R e l i g i o u s 

1 I S c i e n t i f i c 

f~) Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

\ I Comments 

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

M u l t i p l e o w n e r s h i p 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

[ s . L O C A T F O N O F " LEGAL DESCRIPTION — V r;'"'-"^ T T V T — 
C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 
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o 
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S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Wash ing ton D i s t r i c t o f Columbia 08 
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D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( I f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

J e f f e r s o n , i n f a r northeast Texas, i s now a drowsy c o u r t 
house town on the bend of a bayou, but was once the second l a r g 
est immigration p o r t i n Texas. The i n t e g r i t y of the c i t y as i t 
was i n about 1880 i s almost undamaged w i t h i n the boundaries 
d e f i n i n g the J e f f e r s o n H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t . There are 56 b u i l d 
ings of s t a t e s i g n i f i c a n c e w i t h i n t h i s d i s t r i c t . 

Many of the b u i l d i n g s i n J e f f e r s o n have been rest o r e d . The 
character of the town i s t h a t of the l a t e Greek Revival, w i t h 
Greek Revival and simple t r a n s i t i o n a l V i c t o r i a n white frame 
houses and b r i c k commercial s t r u c t u r e s , a l l w i t h i n close enough 
p r o x i m i t y t o present a compatable streetscape. 

Most of the homes are symmetrical one-story frame b u i l d i n g s 
w i t h attached f r o n t porches and handsome doors w i t h s i d e l i g h t s , 
transoms, and f r e q u e n t l y elaborate a r c h i t r a v e s . A symmetrical 
frame I t a l i a n a t e residence and a f i n e small b r i c k Romanesque 
Revival Post O f f i c e and Courts B u i l d i n g punctuate the u n i t y of 
the r e s t of the town. 

One of the e a r l i e s t houses s t i l l standing i s the Presbyter
ian Manse, at Delta and A l l e y , begun i n 1839 w i t h l a t e r a d d i t i o n ^ , (/» 
and a f i n e example of a Texas one-story Greek Revival residence 
w i t h two attached four-column porches and exceptional door fram
ing and e n t a b l a t u r e . Most of the purer Greek Revival homes were 
b u i l t during the f i f t i e s ; the Alley-Carlson House, at Main and 
Walker, Sagamore at Dixon and Owens, are examples of the numerou^ 
homes of the t r a d i t i o n a l Texas v e r s i o n of the Greek Revival i n 
Je f f e r s o n . A two-story example w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t i s the 
Schluter House, at Taylor and Line, w i t h an attached two-story 
f r o n t porch, simple columns, and f i n e Greek Revival doors. This 
b u i l d i n g has cast i r o n balustrades seen in ^ a number of Je f f e r s o n 
b u i l d i n g s , a lacy, somewhat open p a t t e r n t h a t was made l o c a l l y . 

J e f f e r s o n b u i l d e r s p e r s i s t e d i n using some Greek Revival 
features even a f t e r the C i v i l War. Houses t h a t are V i c t o r i a n i n 
t h e i r brackets, v e r t i c a l i t y , and gables continue t o sport the 
Texas Greek Revival door w i t h s i d e l i g h t s and transom and attached 
c e n t r a l f r o n t porches w i t h columns w i t h simple c a p i t a l s a l l 
through the seventies. The Koontz House, at J e f f e r s o n and Friou, 
has simple V i c t o r i a n columns but r e t a i n s the door and a wid^. , 
Greek Revival e n t a b l a t u r e ; the Beard House, at Henderson ^ ^ i ^ ' 
Vale, continues t o use the door and entablature w i t h emp^^tic^^ 
brackets and slender V i c t o r i a n columns. The Sedberry Hoi&e, c^tv 
Market and Henderson, i s a V i c t o r i a n v e r s i o n of the Loui^anr^"^ 
r a i s e d cottage w i t h the J e f f e r s o n cast i r o n balustrade al0-\ 

n 

o 

f l a n k i n g curved cast i r o n s t a i r s , but s t i l l p e r s i s t i n g i r C k l v 
Greek Revival q u a l i t y and w i t h the Greek Reviva] door. \/^< 

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #3) 
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Beginning at the northwest corner at the i n t e r s e c t i o n of longitude 
94 21' 13" and l a t i t u d e 32° 45' 40", at Owens at the a l l e y between 
Broadway and Dixon, south on Owens t o the a l l e y between Walker 
and Baker, east one block t o F r i o u and south to Taylor, east on 
Taylor t o Bridge S t r e e t , south one h a l f block t o the a l l e y , east 
to Line S t r e e t , then northeast two blocks t o Market, southeast on 
Market t o Camp, and northeast t o the bayou, n o r t h up the center oi 
the bayou, approximately 200 f e e t , t o a l i n e extending northwest 
to Walnut S t r e e t , northwest on Walnut t o LaFayette, southwest one 
block on LaFayette t o Polk, northwest one and a h a l f blocks t o 
the a l l e y between Henderson and Orleans, southwest one block to 
Vale, northwest one and a h a l f blocks t o Line, n o r t h one h a l f 
block t o the a l l e y between Walker and Dixon, thence along the 
a l l e y three and a h a l f blocks t o the a l l e y between F r i o u and 
A l l e y S t r e e t s , n o r t h two h a l f blocks t o the a l l e y between Dixon 
and Broadway, and west t o Owens. The D i s t r i c t i s i n s c r i b e d i n a 
rectangle formed by the l a t i t u d e s 32° 45' 40" and 32° 45' 14" 
and longitudes 94° 21' 13" and 94° 20' 31". (See maps) 
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Some but not a l l b u i l d i n g s are l i s t e d i n the 
Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey 
State 
Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee 
108 W. 15th STreet, A u s t i n , Texas 048 
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The House of the Seasons, at Delta and A l l e y , i s a two-story 
symmetrical white frame residence w i t h c e n t r a l attached porch but 
I t a l i a n a t e i n s t y l e , w i t h arched windows, balustrades, and a 
c e n t r a l tower t h a t has four d i f f e r e n t c o l o r s of glass i n the four 
sides of the tower, g i v i n g the e f f e c t of the four seasons to the 
observer l o o k i n g out and c r e a t i n g a w i l d i n t e r i o r space v i s i b l e 
through a c e n t r a l open rotunda. 

One of the most popular a t t r a c t i o n s i n J e f f e r s o n i s the 
Excelsior House, a two-story Greek Revival h o t e l b u i l t i n the l a t e 
1850s and w i t h an 1872 wing. The h o t e l i s s t i l l i n operation and 
i s f u r n i s h e d l a r g e l y w i t h o r i g i n a l f u r n i t u r e of the h o t e l , and 
w i t h a q u a l i t y of elegance not uncommon i n the i n t e r i o r s of the 
houses i n J e f f e r s o n . Two-story g a l l e r i e s at the rear of the h o t e l 
open on t o a landscaped co u r t y a r d w i t h f o u n t a i n s . The f r o n t has 
a one-story canopy w i t h the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c cast i r o n balustrade 
forming a balcony. I n the lobby the o l d r e g i s t e r s are displayed 
and bear the signatures of Rutherford B. Hayes, Ulysses S. Grant, 
Jacob Astor, W.H. V a n d e r b i l t , Jay Gould, and Oscar Wilde. 

The commercial area has few modern i n t r u s i o n s i n t o the u n i t y 
of simple two-story b r i c k or stuccoed nineteenth century warehouse|s, 
banks, and st o r e s . Several of these b u i l d i n g s are close to the 
bayou where the foundations of the stone wharves are s t i l l evident 

J e f f e r s o n i s a u n i f i e d and a t t r a c t i v e well-preserved nine
teenth century town. 
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[ X A r c h i t e c t u r e 
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I 1 Scu lp ture 
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] T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

NATIOr 
L | r bS^^ i , i , g 

Z 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

A f t e r f o r t y years of intense a c t i v i t y , time e s s e n t i a l l y 
stopped i n J e f f e r s o n , Texas, i n the 1880s. Je f f e r s o n i s i n 
the f a r northeast corner of Texas on a horseshoe bend i n the 
Big Cypress Bayou west o f Caddo Lake. (The bayou i s a t r i b u t a r y 
of the Red River as i t flows south through Louisiana.) Now, 
nearl y one hundred years l a t e r , i t i s a q u i e t town of white 
frame l a t e Greek Revival homes, lush vegetation and green lawns, 
and simple two-story commercial b u i l d i n g s . The c i t i z e n s have 
been working f o r t h i r t y years t o r e s t o r e t h e i r b u i l d i n g s and 
have b e n e f i t t e d by c r e a t i n g a t o u r i s t a t t r a c t i o n , e s p e c i i i l y 
d uring t h e i r annual s p r i n g p i l g r i m a g e . 

The navigable bayou t h a t created J e f f e r s o n as a f a r i n l a n d 
p o r t was the r e s u l t of a massive l o g r a f t which backed up waters 
i n the Red River. "Many of the s e t t l e r s who came t o North and 
East Texas came by way of Je f f e r s o n i n three waves of immigra
t i o n , f i r s t , i n the 1830s t o the Republic of Texas; then from 
1846 u n t i l C i v i l War days, t o the State of Texas; and f i n a l l y 
a f t e r the war, they came again t o s t a r t anew i n the great immi
g r a t i o n wave of the 1870s. Countless f a m i l y h i s t o r i e s of 
present day Texans recount the f a c t t h a t grandfather or great
grandfather came by r i v e r steamer t o Je f f e r s o n and then travele(| 
overland from there t o the new home. 

I n the e a r l i e s t years of the white man's claim t o t h i s 
region, i t was nominally Spanish t e r r i t o r y . Caddo Indians had 
settlements dotted throughout the northeast Texas area and t h e r ^ 
was a v i l l a g e on Caddo Lake's shores. An I n d i a n Agency was i n 
oper a t i o n northeastward from the s i t e of Je f f e r s o n , around 1820, 
S e t t l e r s d r i f t e d i n t o the area about 183 2 and some s e t t l e d at • 
the head of Ferry Lake, a c o n t i n u a t i o n of Caddo Lake by the 
channel of Cypress Bayou. 

A l l e n Urquhart had cla i m t o land at the head of navi g a t i o n 
on Cypress Bayou, and o f f e r e d s e t t l e r s land i n h i s claim and a 
number of them moved t o what i s now Je f f e r s o n . By 1839, t h i s 
area which had been claimed as a p a r t of M i l l e r County, Arkansa^, 
became by agreement, a p a r t of the Republic of Texas, and the 
grant t o Urquhart became s o l i d . 

(Seecontinuation sheet #4) 
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.̂.©bmetî Re i n t h e 1830s Urquhart began ope r a t i o n o f a f e r r y 

acr<^4--'th^ Cypress at the end of present day Houston Street i n 
the 'southern t i p of the town. Urquhart was a surveyor f o r the 
Republic-of Texas and only o c c a s i o n a l l y l i v e d i n J e f f e r s o n . He 
began surveying f o r the town of J e f f e r s o n i n about 1841 and Dan 
A l l e y also surveyed and l a i d o f f p a r t of the town on h i s land 
holdings. The r e s u l t of t h e i r p l a t t i n g of the c i t y i s evident i n 
the d i f f e r e n t o r i e n t a t i o n of the two p a r t s of the town today. 

I t i s q u i t e l i k e l y t h a t the f i r s t boats t o reach J e f f e r s o n 
were f l a t b o a t s and keelboats as these were used e x t e n s i v e l y on the 
Red River from 1820 onward. The f i r s t r i v e r steamer chugged i n t o 
the wide bayou i n 1844. The steamer was the Lama w i t h Captain 
Wit h i n b e r r y as her- master. I t was the f i r s t powered boat t o come 
to the growing l i t t l e town and i t c a r r i e d passengers and cargo 
and heralded the opening of the i n l a n d p o r t which was t o become 
Northeast Texas' most important c i t y . 

J e f f e r s o n , at the head of the watervay, was f o r nearly f o r t y 
years by f a r the easiest c i t y t o reach i n the great new region 
and was the hea r t c i t y of a new country where immigrants tunneled 
through and where many waited weeks and months f o r the remainder 
of t h e i r r e l a t i v e s t o a r r i v e or t o secure a wagon, oxen or horses, 
farm implements, and t h e i r household f u r n i s h i n g s . 

Business grew s t e a d i l y and f i n a l l y boomed as Je f f e r s o n was 
the l a s t p o i n t at which supplies, implements, and a l l the necessi
t i e s of a new home could be obtained. Wharves were b u i l t along t h 
bayou-for h a l f a mile and great b r i c k warehouses were erected. 
J e f f e r s o n had numerous wholesale houses f o r hardware, c l o t h i n g , 
g r o c e r i e s , and f u r n i t u r e and an equa l l y large number of r e t a i l 
stores i n the c i t y . There were a number of h o t e l s o f f e r i n g the 
f i n e s t accommodations west of the M i s s i s s i p p i . 

The c u l t u r e around J e f f e r s o n was l a r g e l y t h a t of large p l a n 
t a t i o n s , and the character of the town and the surrounding area i s 
s t i l l t h a t of the deep South. During the C i v i l War, J ^ f f e r s o n 
sent many men t o the Confederate s e r v i c e . I t was an important 
depot f o r the Confederate Army i n the Trans-Mississippi area, and 
was a center of wartime production f o r Confederate supplies. Ther 
were machine shops, i r o n foundries, a center f o r boot and shoe 
making, and a large meat packing p l a n t . 

The war was a s a c r i f i c i a l p e r i o d f o r J e f f e r s o n and by the  
end of the s t r u g g l e much of her p o p u l a t i o n which depended upon  
immigration trade f o r i t s l i v e l i h o o d , had melted away. But, the  
s i t u a t i o n t h a t could w e l l have been the death of J e f f e r s o n served  
as the h e r a l d o f i t s golden age, f o r a f t e r the war fhp grf^RtPsi-

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #5) 



Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) # 5 

TEXAS 
C O U N T Y 

(Number all entries) 

8.(cont'd 2) 
westward movement of a l l began, and J e f f e r s o n 
trade and m i g r a t i o n . 

Steamboats, as many as f i f t e e n at a time, wer4l/l0|i^^d5?a:p at 
her wharves t o unload merchandise and immigrants f o r tTie out
l y i n g settlements. Endless wagon t r a i n s were made up i n Jefferson 
and l i t e r a l l y thousands of westward-bound immigrants poured through 
the c i t y on the l a s t lap of the journey t o t h e i r new homes. D-aring 
the high t i d e of immigration, f a m i l i e s were camped a l l the way 
from the wharf area at the bayou t o near l y four miles west of the 
c i t y ; and incoming wagon loads of c o t t o n and other farm porducts 
sometimes took two or three days t o reach the c o t t o n gins, the 
compress and the wharves f o r which they were bound. 

A f t e r the close of the war, when labor and m a t e r i a l again 
became a v a i l a b l e , the r a i l r o a d b u i l d i n g began t o move westward 
and new towns sprang up along the l i n e s — i n the move t h a t began 
the gradual erosion of Jefferson's basic trade of immigration. 
J e f f e r s o n had long been a p o r t c i t y and many could see no need of 
the competing r a i l r o a d s and enough popular o p i n i o n p r e v a i l e d t o 
b r i n g about the r e f u s a l of J e f f e r s o n t o permit the r a i l r o a d l i n e 
t o be b u i l t t o her wharves. 

Railroad tycoon Jay Gould i s reputed t o have been angered at 
Jefferson's lack of f o r e s i g h t . I t i s said t h a t he came t o the c i t y 
f o r a conference and stayed at the Exc e l s i o r Hotel where i n the 
r e g i s t e r of January 1881 he penned a unique signature c o n s i s t i n g 
of a drawing of a j a y b i r d i n f l o r i d s t y l e followed by the words 
"The End of J e f f e r s o n " . He has also been quoted as remarking, 
" I n r e f u s i n g t o meet the requirements of f r e e r i g h t of way f o r 
my r a i l r o a d , J e f f e r s o n pronounces her town's doom. I w i l l b u i l d 
around here, grass w i l l grow i n her s t r e e t s , and bats wilj^-dwgj.1 
i n her vacant houses." 

I t i s u n f a i r t o place a l l the blame f o r J e f f e r s ^ i ^ ^ s ^ a d y .̂ X 
and d i s t r e s s i n g demise on her f a i l u r e t o take Jay G d u ^ d ^ ^ ^ f f e r . 
There were other e q u a l l y potent f a c t o r s . One of them ŵ 's ^ e ^ ^ ^ t i — 
t h a t the t i d e of immigrants was coming i n t o Texas from the n ^ ^ ' 
and J e f f e r s o n was no longer the major e n t r y p o i n t . '̂ <̂ C>* / 

The most potent f a c t o r of a l l i n Jefferson's neaV,.death''̂ 'gca<<̂ ' 
out of a plan by U.S. Army engineers t h a t was expected t ^ ^ i ^ ^ f i j f S ^ ^ ^ ^ 
the flow of water i n the Red River w i t h a consequent b e n e f i t t o 
na v i g a t i o n . This was the p r o j e c t of removing the great 90 m i l e -
long log-jam i n the Red River w i t h the use of snagboats. But, 
as several h i s t o r i a n s have since p o i n t e d out, the plan b a c k f i r e d , 
f o r the water now had a fr e e channel and instead of f i l l i n g the 
lakes and connecting bayous, i t began d r a i n i n g th^m 

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #6) 
A f t e r a num-
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ber of years the water l e v e l i n the Red River above Shreveport and 
i n the connecting lakes and bayous became too low f o r steamboat 
t r a f f i c . 

Another f a c t o r i s t h a t many of the permanent re s i d e n t s of 
Je f f e r s o n s u f f e r e d heavy losses during the Reconstruction p e r i o d 
to b u i l d i n g s and pro p e r t y through arson and vandalism and were 
never able t o recoup those losses. 

I n 1941 the beginnings of the J e f f e r s o n H i s t o r i c a l Pilgrimage 
were made. The Jessie A l l e n Wise Garden Club women r e a l i z e d t h a t 
Jefferson's most marketable product was her t u r b u l e n t and i n t e r e s t 
i n g past. Step by step and w i t h l i m i t e d funds the club has gone 
about the work of the r e s t o r a t i o n of'Old J e f f e r s o n " . The town 
today boasts a unique c o l l e c t i o n of re s t o r e d o l d b u i l d i n g s of 
considerable m e r i t as vernacular examples of the tenacious appeal 
of the l a t e Greek Revival t o East Texans. Many of these b u i l d i n g s 
show the hand of f i n e craftsmen and the r e l a t i v e a f f l uence of 
t h e i r owners. 

Nearly a l l of t h i s t e x t i s from. 
Cameron, Rebecca M. and Ruth G. Lester. J e f f e r s o n on the Bayou, 
Glamorqus C u l t u r a l Old C i t y of Stern-Wheelers and Wagon Trains. 
The Demmer COi., Tnc, Marshall, Texas. 1956., although considerably 
rearranged and w i t h occasional m o d i f i c a t i o n s . 
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12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAi lON 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 
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level of significant* of this nomination is: 
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Ibe attached Nsitlonal Reglater Xmreotooy-lioBilaation tami/il) being 
returned to your office Ixscause the infamatloa checked belov ia lacking of 
has been Incorrectly supplied= 

Ihauffident locatlonal infonnatlaa. 
" Ccnments: 

Geo£praiphical location codea ndsslng or Incorreeto 

Claealflcatlon (iteai #3) inconiplete. 
CoBuents: 

NAT/OMAL 

Owner of property/location of legal deacrlptlon neceaaary. 
Coanents: 

Bo Bibliography. 

Acreage of noolnatlon not given. 
C't^iEiients: 

longitude and latitude coordinates lacking, incorrect, or in vrong placoc 

Form is not signed by the State Liaison Officer (Itea #12). 

Photograî /iBap fam(s) (Ib^JOl) required for each photograph/nap. 

InsufficieDt vKp coverage of property. 
Coonnentss 

Descriptioa (ii'r^a fT)t 
CoBsaents: 

Btatesaent of Significance (Item ^ ) 
CoBBieats: 

Xerox foorms mmcceptablec 
CoBBirarts; 

/ 

jgX other 
CoBsaentsi We appreciate your sending the street map enclosed. Although  
i t is a good map, we would like a clearer copy, as these maps are very  
important in the nomination of historic districts. Thank youl 

TSxe inadequacies noted above must be rectified prior to the Initiation of our 
professional review process. Correction of these technical errors does not 
necessarily Indicate that the ncednation w i l l then meet a l l othfif National 
Register U t e r i s . > 
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United States Department of the I n t e r i o r Geological Survey 
1:24000 

D A T E : 1 9 5 7 , 1 9 6 2 
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T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundories where required 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longitude re ference. 

•exas State Map Reference #3294-431 
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H30-HR 

'W 

tm : 1971 

f i r . Truett Lati:aer 
Executivo Director 
Texas Etato Historical Survey Couur.lttee 
Post Office Box 12276 
Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 70711 

Dear Mr. Latli:»eri 

V7s ore plcssnd to inforca i-ou tJiat the historic properties li s t e d on 

the eiiclosuro have l>oGn placed on tho National Register of Historic 

Places. Senators Lloyd Eentsen and Jolin G. Tower find the appropriate 

Representatives are being inforir;ed. A le a f l e t explaining the Natioi-al 

Register i s enclosed for each of the property ov-inGrs. Please withhold 

any publicity on this u n t i l you have received a carbon copy of the 

Congressional correeixindencc. 

Sincerely yours. 

Director 

fî AR 3 1 1971 
Enclosures 

Entered i n the National Register 

cc: 
HR 

PDHerrick :iTtai 3/30/71 BASIC FILE RETAIHED IN HR 
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Jef fer son, Texas 

V i c t o r i a County 
Inez, Tejcas 

Tarrant County 
Fort VJerth, Texas 

Shelby County 
Center, Tf^xas 

El Paso County 
El Paso, Texas 

Houston County 
Crockett, Texas 
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hcr», Lloyd Bentsea 
United St.«t«i8 ecnata 
Vvashi:;gtoc, &, C, 

Dectr f.'unator !;fjrita«nj 

Wft « r6 r'i<**se4 to I n f c m you chat tJ3* h i s t o r i c y t o v a t ^ ^ a l i f f tQA on 

the enclosure have i/t^an ncsinatiftd by the E'tAta Li-nieoa O f f i c e r 

fii s>3init*4 by tha Governor f o r tl;e i».:.;itf"<entatit>n of the Jiationsl 

r . iPtor ic jPr^c-.-xvation J-rograa i a Texas and S'tAV® r^.'in cntferci intx> t:i<» 

j ia t iona i Ra-jittrsr of H i s t o r i c Places. t i ; i « t o r Jo!in G. Tovcr and th« 

ftPproprlAt© 2ev-r^B4tttativi'fi Ji&v* «l&o U « s i.rovid&4 w i t h tfai» i n f o r a a t i o n . 

£y copy of t h i s Iv^xtvx, the State t i a i c o n O f f i c e r ^ Hx, Trucjiit l a t i i ; i&r , 

I 'sccutivo Mr-.rctor, Tejuns Stat<! H i t c o r i c a l .Sarvoy CoK=aitt«e, POftt O f f i c e 

E<».x 12270, Caf i t o l S ta t ion , Auat in , Tsntas 7a71l, l«3.» l i k e v i b * l«ma 

n o t i f i e d . A l=i<ifiat c x p U i n i n ^ the Hatioc&i Tif^iititox i s ancioscd. 

Sinct irciy •^'ours, 

Oirector 

r̂ ciosure.. ÂR 3 1 1971 
Entar&d in th« Hafeional ister . 

cc: Fx. Truett Latitser, Executive Director, Texas State uictorical Survey 
Comnittoo, P. O. Dox 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 7S711 

Also notified: Hon. John G. Tover Hon. Viri^ht Pafcaan 
United ii tates Senate Hon. Joto Young 

Hon. Jasies C. '.Tright, Jr-
Hon. Riciiard C. id i i t e 
Hon. JoliTi Dowdy 
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Fort St. Louis 

The F l a t i r o n Building 

Shelby County CourtEoupe 

The Magoffin Homestead 

Monroe-Crook House 
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V i c t o r i a County 
Inez, Texas 

Tarrant County 
Fort Viorth, Texas 

Shelby County 
Center, Texas 

El Paso County 
El Paso, Texas 

Houston County 
Crockett, Texas 



D I S T I N G U I S H E D C I T I Z E N S 

D . N . A L L E Y 

CO-FOUNDER, JEFFERSON 

W. T . A R M I S T E A D 

STATE LEGISLATOR 

J O H N B U R K E 

C IV IL WAR SPY 

TEXAS ADJUTANT GENERAL 

B A R R Y B E N E F I E L D 

AUTHOR. 

• 'CHICKEN WAGON F A M I L Y " , ETC. 

W I L L I A M C L A R K 

GRAND MASTER MASON 

D R . A . G . C L O P T O N 

PRES. TEXAS MEDICAL ASSN. 

R I C H A R D C R U M P 

CONFEDERATE L T . COLONEL 

C H A R L E S A . C U L B E R S O N 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 
U. S. SENATOR, GOVERNOR 

D A V I D C U L B E R S O N 
CONFEDERATE COLONEL 
STATE SENATOR 

G . W. D A W S O N 
CONFEDERATE COLONEL 

D A V I D B O Y L E AND 
H E N R Y S C O T T 

INVENTORS OF FIRST ICE 
A L I C E E M M E R T 

FIRST WOMAN CO. SUPT. 
B E N J A M I N H . E P P E R S O N 

TEXAS REPRESENTATIVE 
C L A U D I A T A Y L O R J O H N S O N 

WIFE OF U. S. PRESIDENT 
G E O R G E A . K E L L Y 

INVENTOR OF FAMOUS 
" K E L L Y P L O W " 

R. W. L O U G H E R Y 
EDITOR "JEFFERSON T I M E S " 

H. P . M A B R Y 
TEXAS LEGISLATOR 
CONFEDERATE GENERAL 

W. H . M A B R Y 
ADJUTANT GENERAL 
SPANISH A M . BRIG. GENERAL 

J . S. N A S H , OWNER 
FIRST IRON FOUNDRY IN TEXAS 

W I L L I A M B . O C H I L T R E E 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 
SUPREME COURT JUSTICE 

A N N H A R D I C K P E N N Y B A C K E R 
AUTHOR, " H I S T O R Y OF T E X A S " 
PRES. TEXAS FEDERATION 
WOMEN'S CLUB 

N E L S O N P H I L L I P S 

TEXAS SUPREME COURT 
CHIEF JUSTICE 

R O B E R T P O T T E R 
SIGNER TEXAS DECLARATION 
OF INDEPENDENCE, SECRETARY 
OF NAVY, REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 

M A R I O N T R Y S L A U G H T E R 
(VERNON DALHART) 
SINGER a COMPOSER 

M. D . K . T A Y L O R 
TEXAS SENATOR, SPEAKER 
OF THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES 

W. S. T O D D 
TEXAS REPRESENTATIVE 

A L L E N U R Q U H A R T 
CO-FOUNDER OF JEFFERSON 

S A N C T U S E . W A S K O M 
PRES . T & P RR 
FOUNDER OF WASKOM, TEXAS 

R I C H A R D W A T E R H O U S E 
CONFEDERATE GENERAL 

M R S . K A T H E R I N E R . W I S E 
CHAIRMAN 

3 1 2 HOUSTON STREET 
JEFFERSON, T p t A S 7 5 6 5 7 

MARION COUNTY 
HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

September 29, 1977 

rr 

<fi -i^-fi. 

Department of The I n t e r i o r 
N a t i o n a l Park Service 
Washington, D.C. 

Gent lemen : 

I have been asked t o w r i t e you about a 
matter t h a t has been brought t o my a t t e n t i o n 
concerning the p l a c i n g of v i n y l on the e x t e r i o r 
of the Immaculate Conception C a t h o l i c Church 
here i n J e f f e r s o n which i s on the N a t i o n a l 

Regis ter of H i s t o r i c p l aces . 
The governing c o u n c i l of the church has 

requested t h a t I w r i t e asking tha t i f t hey 
place the v i n y l on the church would_ th i s r e 
move the Church f r o m the N a t i o n a l Regis ter of 
H i s t o r i c Places . They have been assured by 
the s e l l e r t h a t one cannot t e l l the d i f f e r e n c e 
f rom the c l a p board which i s p r e s e n t l y on the 
church t h a t i s i n need of p a i n t i n g every f o u r 
years f rom the whi te gra ined v i n y l . 

I would apprec ia te having an o p i n i o n f rom 
you concern ing t h i s ma t t e r . 

Yours v e r ^ j ^ j u l y , 

Mrs . Kather ine R.Wise 

KRW/s 
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WASO-166 
(August 1971) 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

TELEPHONE REPORT 

TO; • 

T I M E O F C A L L 
A M 

P M 

1 . - C A L L FROM (Name) 2. ADDRESS (Tel. No. i l needed) 

5/2) ^JT- $0?^/ 

a . S U B J E C T , P R O J E C T N O . , E T C . 

4 . D E T A I L S O F D I S C U S S I O N 

Sfn-hs ? 

Y^' ;^ ^^^^^^ 

N A M E O F P E R S O N P L A C I N G / R E C E t V I N G C A U L T I T L E O F F I C E 



WASO-166 
(August 1971) 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

D A T E 1 

TELEPHONE REPORT 
T I M E O F C A L L 

A M 
P M 

1. CALL Q TO; [ '} FROM (Name) 2. ADDRESS (Tel. No. if needed) 

3. S U B J E C T . P R O J E C T N O . , E T C . 

4 . D E T A I L S O F D I S C U S S I O N 

N A M E O F P E R S O N P L A CI N G / R E C E I V I N G C A L L 

T?5 
G P O 8 9 7 - 8 4 8 



WA$0-166 
(Awgut* 197]) 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

D A T E 

If « ̂ 1 
TELEPHONE REPORT T I M E O F C A L L 

/ . / ^ 
t . ' C A L U ^ T O : 1 1 FROM (Nama) ^ 2 . A D D R E S S 

/" 
(Tel. No. il needed) 

V bU;. 
• 

a . * U B J E C T . P R O J E C T N O . , E T C . 

4 . OCT A I L S O F DISCUSSION 

N A M C O F P E R S O N P L A C 1 N C / R E C E l V 1N G C A L L 

1 / 
T I T L E O F F I C E 



H32-880 

Mrs. Katherine R. Wise 
Chairman, Marion Cotmty 

H i s t o r i c a l Coinmission 
312 Houston Street 
Jefferson, Texas 75657 

Dear Mrs. Wise: 

Thank you f o r your l e t t e r concerning the 
Catholic Church, located i n thefjefferson H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t . ' ^  
Jefferson. Texas. 

We understand that you spoke with Mr. Baird Smith from the 
Division of Technical Preservation Services, concerning the possi
b i l i t y of placing v i n y l siding on the exterior of the church. 
As he explained, r e h a b i l i t a t i o n of t h i s nature would probably not 
Jeopardize National Register status as long as the architectural and 
h i s t o r i c a l i n t e g r i t y of the structure i s not irrevocably l o s t . 

We appreciate your interest i n h i s t o r i c preservation. 

Sincerely yours, 

Robert B. Rettig .(.Sgd.)] 

William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 

cc: Mr. Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 
Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711-w/cy inc 

bcc: Regional Director-Southeast Region-w/cy inc 

001 Reading F i l e 
;880-w/cy inc/810 

FNP: iaHandy:md 523-5483 11-26-77 

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 880 



TRUETT LATIMER 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Pi 

July 6, 1979 

- \ : P. O.JBOX^32?6 
X. / AUSTIN TEXAS TSTII 

Dear Mr. Herrington: 

At its meeting June 9, the Texas State Board of Review approved 26 sites and 
districts on the National Register for review by your office as possible 
National Historic Landmarks. We understand that this action is appropriate, 
since the mechanism for nominating National Historic Landmarks has changed. 
Therefore, we would appreciate your directing the staff to mark the level of 
significance of these National Register forms as being at the National level 
and routing them through the National Historic Landmark division for 
review and possible upgrading. The sites and districts are: 

th^^'^^i Bexar County - San Fernando Cathedral 
tf'Briscoe County - Lake Theo Folsom Site 
Cherokee County - George C. Davis Site 

to the Davis Site was submitted June 
- Hueco Tanks (41EP2) 
c-Presidio Chapel of San Elizario 
(C-Mission Socorro 
^Ysleta Mission 

Paso County 

(41CE19)(A proposed addition 
27, 1979) 

^>-i4TTher County - Steadman Site (41FS2) 
c> Galveston County - "Old^ Red'MAshbel Smith Building) 

George Sealy House 
Hutchinson County - Adobe Walls 

C'Karnes County - Panna Maria Historic D is t r ic t 
<^Kendall County - Treue der Union Monument 
C'Marion County - Jefferson Historic Distcixit-^ 

C Menard County - Fprt McKavett 
t Nacogdoches County - Oil Springs Oil Field Discovery Well 
*^Panola County - International Boundary Marker 

Pecos County - Canon Ranch Railroad Windmill 
€» Red River County - Kiomatia Mounds Archeological D is t r ic t 
^Starr County - Roma Historic Dis t r ic t 

c-Terrel l County Meyers Springs Pictograph Site (41TE9) 
oTravis County •French Legation 

Val Verde County -dMile Canyon Archeological D is t r i c t 
Seminole Canyon Archeological D is t r ic t 

•'West of Pecos Railroad Camps Dis t r ic t 
f^Victoria County - Fort St. Louis Site (41VT4) 

^/le '^/fule yfqPMt/u /or ^^ostr/rtc^Pr^pyrtmflon 



Mr. Charles Herrington 
Page Two 
July 6, 1979 

RECEIVED 

JUL I 2 Wb 

REGiSTLR 

Additional information is enclosed for the George Sealy House. This material 
recently became available upon the departure of the owner-occupant. Landmark 
status would be especially valuable for the preservation of this house, since 
i t has been given to the University of Texas and its future use is uncertain. 
Therefore, we are sending the photographs and report immediately and hope 
that you might be able to review i t f i r s t . 

The decision on the aforementioned Register properties was made after lengthy 
discussion and study by SHPO staff members, the Board of Review, and the State 
Archeologist. We believe them to be of national importance, as evidenced by 
the statements of significance already on f i l e . If more information is needed, 
please let me know. 

LaBimfi 
i Historic Preservation Officer 

11/cm 

Enclosures 

Mr. Charles Herrington 
Acting Keeper of the National Register 
Office of Archeology & Historic Preservation 
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service 
Pension Building 
440 G Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

_ 


