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H i l l County Cour thouse 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

[2. LOCATtON 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Cour thouse Scpaare 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

H i l l s b o r o 

T e x a s 76645 
[T 

048 

C O U N T Y : 

H i l l 217 
C L A S S I F I C A T I O N 

C A T E G O R Y 

(Check One) 
O W N F R S H I P S T A T U S 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

• D i s t r i c t 5g B u i l d i n g 

• Site • S t ruc tu re 

• O b j e c t 

S P u b l i c 

• P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

I I In P rocess 

I I B e i n g Cons ide red 

Occup ied 

I 1 U n o c c u p i e d 

Q P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

Y e s : 

R e s t r i c t e d 

] Un res t r i c t ed 

n No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

1 1 Commerc ia l 

C~] Edueo t i ono l 

[ 1 En te r ta inment 

^ Government 

I 1 I n d u s t r i o l 

n M i l i t a r y 

[ ! Museum 

• Pork 

I I P r i v o t e Res idence 

I I R e l i g i o u s 

I I S c i e n t i f i c 

I [ Tronsportation O Comments 

• Other (Specify) 

14. O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

H i l l County 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

H i l l s b o r o Texas 048 
5 . L O C A T I O N O F L E G A L D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

H i l l County Cour thouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

H i l l s b o r o Texas 048 
6 . R E P R E S E N T A T I O N I N E X I S T I N G S U R V E Y S 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : ' 3 ^ 

Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1964 • Fede ra l State • Coun ty • L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey Commit tee 

108 W. 1 5 t h S t r e e t 
CITY OR TOWN: 

A u s t i n Texas 
CODE 

048 

MAR I a 1971 (See c o n t i n u a t i o n shee t #1) 
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|7. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
H E x c e l l e n t • Good • F o i r 

f C h e c * O n e ; 

I I D e t e r i o r o t e d I I Ru ins CD Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

• Altered [ff U n o l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved 3 0 O r i g i n a l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L . ( I f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

A Texas versi o n of the Second-Empire s t y l e , the H i l l s b o r o 
courthouse i s the t a l l e s t b u i l d i n g i n the county and can be 
seen f o r miles when approaching the county seat from any diJ^eq*/jiQNAL 
t i o n . I t i s placed i n the center of a t y p i c a l Texas courth 
square w i t h landscaped lawn and t r e e s . 

The courthouse i s three s t o r i e s t a l l w i t h a basement an 
a t t i c s . A t a l l c e n t r a l tower extends the t o t a l h e i g h t of the 
b u i l d i n g t o seven s t o r i e s . The e x t e r i o r w a l l s are of i v o r y 
colored r u s t i c a t e d limestone w i t h banded dressed limestone 
p i l a s t e r s edging a l l p r o j e c t i n g corners, banded dressed lime­
stone columns and bases, and dressed limestone t r i m around the 
windows, doors, and cornice. 

The p l a n i s symmetrical and b a s i c a l l y square. There are 
four i d e n t i c a l f ive-bay facades; each w i t h end p a v i l i o n s and 
c e n t r a l t h r e e - s t o r y r a i s e d p o r t i c o . The roof treatment v a r i e s . 
The main body of the roof i s hipped. The end p a v i l i o n s are 
terminated w i t h pyramidal mansard roofs t r u n c a t e d by decks w i t h 
molded caps, the f r o n t p a r t o f each roo f i s brought down at 
the outside corner t o correspond t o the p r o j e c t i o n of the 
p a v i l i o n on the facade, g i v i n g the corner of the mansard roof a 
re - e n t r a n t angle. A small gable p r o j e c t s up beyond the cornice 
at the center of each p a v i l i o n and a dormer window i s placed 
immediately above t h i s i n the mansard r o o f . A d d i t i o n a l dormers 
face i n toward the body of the b u i l d i n g making a t o t a l of four 
at each corner. The c e n t r a l p o r t i c o s have gable r o o f s and the 
prominent c e n t r a l tower i s shingled and has a convex mansard 
roof w i t h two windows per side and a p r o j e c t i n g cornice above 
at the f i r s t l e v e l , s t r a i g h t sided second l e v e l w i t h c e n t r a l 
louvered arched opening flanked by two smaller openings, a l l 
w i t h hood-molds, and convex roo f again a t the top l e v e l w i t h 
f l a t deck and four clock faces w i t h h e a v i l y molded curved d r i p ­
stones. There are two large chimneys. 

The p o r t i c o s have very t a l l one-story engaged banded and 
dressed stone bases w i t h r u s t i c a t e d stone d e f i n i n g the two p i l ­
asters of each base. These support t h r e e - s t o r y f r e e - s t a n d i n g 
banded columns w i t h m o d i f i e d C o r i n t h i a n c a p i t a l s . The pediment 
has attenuated brackets beneath a wide cornice and a large 
deep arch s p r i n g i n g above the columns. The wide enta b l a t u r e 
above the coluiTinS i s repeated on the remainder o f the b u i l d i n g 
w i t h V i c t o r i a n brackets and bel t - c o u r s e s . 

The openings are v a r i e d . Those o f the f i r s t f l o o r are 
arched w i t h large keystones and f i l l e d (or b l i n d ) panels above 
the l i n t e l s of the one-over-one l i g h t double-hung sash type 
windows. The second and t h i r d s t o r y windows are d i v i d e d w i t h 
carved limestone panels. The t h i r d s t o r y windows, l i k e those 

mvEQ 
18 m 

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #Z) 
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of the f i r s t s t o r y , have arched openings w i t h the arches f i l l e d 
above the l i n t e l s . The windows i n the p o r t i c o s repeat t h i s 
scheme, but are very slender and t a l l w i t h an arch p a t t e r n and 
huge keystone u n i t i n g the group above the t h i r d s t o r y . Three 
louvered openings mark an a t t i c s t o r y i n each p a v i l i o n . 

There i s a c a s t - i r o n balcony above the door. Four p i l a s t e r s 
frame the doors, each w i t h f a n c i f u l c a p i t a l s and large brackets. 
L o w - r e l i e f p a t t e r n s are carved i n these brackets and i n the 
entabl a t u r e they support. A h i g h - r e l i e f b e l t course extends 
around the b u i l d i n g a t the top of the f i r s t s t o r y , made up of a 
p a t t e r n of flowers and leaves. 

The i n t e r i o r of the b u i l d i n g has been a l t e r e d . The e x t e r i o r 
was renovated i n 1970. 



^ . SIGNIFICANCE 

Abor i g i n a l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

[ I A g r i c u l t u r e 

I A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Ar t 

I I Commerce 

I 1 C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

I I C o n s e r v o t i o n 

H I 

uo 

PERIOD fcftecft One or More as Appropriate) 

• P r e - C o l u m b i o n I • 16th Centu ry 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Centu ry 

O 18th Century 

[2 f 19th Century 

• 20 th Century 

SPECIFIC DATElSl (If Applicable and Known) 1890 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I E d u c a t i o n 

[ 1 Eng inee r i ng 

1 I I ndus t r y 

I I I n v e n t i o n 

L a n d s c o p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t o r y 

• Mus i c 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

n 
• 

P o l i t i c o l 

R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

l osophy 

Sc ience 

Scu lp tu re 

Socio l / H u m o n -

i t o r i o n 

Theo te r 

T r a n s p o r t o t i o n 

I I Urban P l a n n i n g 

• Other (-Specify; 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

H i l l County was created from p a r t of Navarro County i n 
1853 and named f o r George Washington H i l l . The c i t i z e n s were 
authorized t o vote f o r a , s i t e f o r the county seat which would 
be named "Hillsborough", and chose a c e n t r a l l y located s i t e . 
The f i r s t courthouse o f elm logs was b u i l t i n 1854 and served 
u n t i l 1856. The second, more s u b s t a n t i a l , courthouse was a 
two-story b r i c k b u i l d i n g which burned down i n 1872. I n 1874 
a t h i r d courthouse, again a two-story b r i c k b u i l d i n g , was b u i l t 
f o r $15,000 and served u n t i l the present s t r u c t u r e was erected. 

I n 1889, when the present courthouse was planned,the loca­
t i o n of the county seat was contested, but the f i n a l vote on 
Noverrber 6 t h gave H i l l s b o r o 2611 votes t o Woodbury's 1287. 
A f t e r the e l e c t i o n the c o n t r a c t f o r the present courthouse was 
l e t on December 19, 1889, t o L o v e l l , M i l l e r , and Hood of Browns­
v i l l e f o r $83,000. The o l d courthouse was s61d at auction on 
December 21 of t h a t year f o r the sum of $120, and during the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of the new b u i l d i n g county o f f i c e s were mainly i n 
the Ewe11 H o t e l . 

Records i n d i c a t e t h a t the c o n t r a c t o r s sustained a loss of 
$4,714.22 over the c o n t r a c t p r i c e . (Approximately 50% o f the 
t o t a l cost of c o n s t r u c t i o n r e l a t e d t o the quarry i n g , transpor­
t a t i o n , c a r v i n g , and p l a c i n g the limestone rocks which form the 
e x t e r i o r face of the b u i l d i n g . ) County o f f i c i a l s along w i t h 
the c i t i z e n s o f H i l l County donated more than enough t o repay 
the c o n t r a c t o r ' s l o s s . 

The a r c h i t e c t o f the H i l l County Courthouse was W. C. 
Dodson, l i s t e d as a Vfaoo a r c h i t e c t i n the 1885 r o s t e r of Texas 
a r c h i t e c t s . Dodson also desicrned the Hood County Courthouse at 
Granbury i n 1890, a courthouse t h a t i s almost i d e n t i c a l t o 
t h a t of Parker County at Weatherford which was b u i l t i n 1885 
and was probably designed by Dodson. A l l three of the c o u r t ­
houses are of a Texas v e r s i o n of the French Second Empire 
s t y l e , a l l have i d e n t i c a l c e n t r a l towers, and are otherwise ver^ 
c l o s e l y r e l a t e d . The H i l l s b o r o and Weatherford county c o u r t ­
houses are eye-catchers and photographs of them have been f r e -

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #?) 
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quently included i n n a t i o n a l l y d i s t r i b u t e d a r t i c l e s and books on 
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9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey Commit tee marker f i l e s . 

The H i l l s b o r o M i r r o r . N o v . . 1 3 , 1953, June 18, 1930. 

Maass, John . The G i n g e r b r e a d Age, A V iew o f V i c t o r i a n Amer i ca , 
New Y o r k , 1957. 

jLyons , R u s s e l l . " E v e r y t h i n g ' s U p - t o - d a t e i n Texas b u t Me", 
1 H a r p e r s , May, 1 9 6 1 . (See c o n t i n u a t i o n shee t # f ) 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 
NE  

SE  

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

TL 

•I5tf2>ol0 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s Seconds 

32° 00' AV 
1^0 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

97 " 07 47 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : 1 acre 
L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

NAME TiTLE:_wayne B e l l , P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r 
Roxanne W i l l i a m s o n . A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r i a n 

O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Surveys Commit tee 11 -5 -70 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

10« 1 5 t h S t r e e t , 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA I ION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated accordine^o the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the NatiogSl Park Service. The reco^|mended 

level of s i g n i f i c ^ y e of this nomination is:̂  

National 

Name 

Title S t a t e L i a i s o n O f f i c e r 

Date March 16, 1971 

Texas 048 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Ctiief, Office of Archeology and Historic Pres^valior!~ 

m 21 1977 

D a t e 

m 
m 

n 
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Schiwetz, E. M. Buck Schiwetz' Texas. A u s t i n , 1960. 



: 

/ 

V I 

3/7^7/ 

• it $1,1 

I <.- . R 





















UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERTOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

ATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACE 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

f'ype all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 
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Uiill7i 

V » A O ' ^ ^ I S T O R I C : 

H i l l County Courthouse 

knew 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Courthouse Square 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

H i l l s b o r o 

tn 

UJ 

UJ 

tn 

S T A T E : 

Texas 048 
C O U N T Y : 

H i l l 217 
3. MAP R E F E R E N C E 

United States Department of the I n t e r i o r Geological Survey 
SCALE: I ; 2 4 0 0 0 

1965. 1966 
4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundories where requ i red . 

2. Nor th arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 

Texas Map Reference #3297-112 
H i l l s b o r o west, Texas 





^4. 

NATIONAL REGISTER PROPERTY - TEXAS 048 

H i l l County Courthouse, H i l l County, 217 

Geographical data. Item 10, Form 10-300 i s given as: 

Latitude 32" 00' 41' Longitude 97° 07' 47" 

Please CHANGE this to correctly read: 

Latitude 32 00' 40' Longitude 97 07' 47" 

A new, correctly marked map i s being enclosed. Please DESTROY 
the old map and replace i t with this one. Thank you. 

j l ^ v , ^ ^ ^ ^ 

» • 
MOTION 
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Kon. 1.10yd Bent«?sn 
vlnitci States Stiaate 
WacKlngton, D, C. 

nsar Senator B'sntswnt 

v,'« are nlc-aaod \JO iaforra you t:h»t th« hie tor lc properties l i s t ed on 

the caaiosure hsTo bo&n ao-ainat̂ a î by t ; . j nt..-ita Liaison Cf f l cor epoointed 

by th«» Governor fo r tha t3yl«p«mtntlon of the Ilatloiiai a is tor lo 

PrsBorvocion rrogran i n Teiiag and hava )xien vyitaroi into tha iJationaX 

Ragistor of Hls'coric Pli&ses. Sten^tor John <?. To>far and th« spproprinta 

nspreaarttativeo bava also baen prc;Vld«a with t l i l a laCoitoitioa. By copy 

of t h i» l e t t s r , cha state Li.."J.EO.n o f f i c ^ i r , Truett l^zirzsr, EsacuUva 

Diractor, 7sxa.s I'tAta l l in to r i ca l t.^irvoy Conr^lttfta, Post Of f lea aox 12276, 

Capitol St^Hfciorii Austin, Tox^a 72711, has lihawtse beaa n o t i f i e d . A 

l e a f l e t a;!.pl£;iaia<j tb-j National Registor i s enclosed, 

Cducsrrely yours. 

a 
>t 

r. 
a tr 
a n a 
n o ? ' 

q W 
I 

C f l i 
«M -.-I 
O H • 

O S 

(SlgaedJ 

director 

Cnclosurt^s 

Enter»ii i n V>:'<> Xit.i.ji»-ii .'.i .I^Lcr JUN 2 1 1971 

ccj Mr. T-uett L^\tirr.er, r:<*̂ itiv» Director, Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey 
Co-imlttee, Po3t Office Box 1227G, Capitol Station, Austin, ^oxas 78711 

Also n o t i f i c d l : Onitel St.ites oon?ite House of Reprosentativcjs 

r.on. George I I . Mahon 
Hon. Johui Dowdy 
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T. H. Mathis House 

Levi Rockshelter 

Paint Rock Indian Pictograph Site 

Lubbock Lake Site 

Old Nacogdoches University Building 

Westerman Mound 

H i l l County Courthouse 

Ezekiel Cullen House 

•Liendo" 

Lampasas County Courthouse 

Parker County Courthouse 

Aransas County, 
Rockport, Texas 

Travis County, 
Austin, Texas 

Concho County, 
Paint Rock, Texas 

Lubbock County, 
Lubbock, Texas 

Nacogdoches County, 
Nacogdoches, Texas 

Houston County, 
Kennard, Texas 

H i l l County, 
H i l l s b o r o , Texas 

San Augustine County, 
San Augustine, Texas 

Waller County, 
Hempstead, Texas 

Lampasas County, 
Lampasas, Texas 

Parker County, 
Weatherford, Texas 
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H30-HR 

Mr. Truett Latiniar 
Executive Director 
Texas State Historical Survey Coranitteo 
Post Office Dox 12276 
Capitol Station 
Auntin, Texaa 78711 

Dear Mr, Latimert 

We are pleased to infom you that the hietorio properties l i s t e d on 

the enclosure have been placed on the National Register of Historic 

Places. Senators John G. Tovwr and Lloyd Dontsoa and tho approprinto 

Raprosantativcs aro being infonaeU. A I f i a f l v t oxi?laining tha National 

Register is enclosed for each of the property owners. Please withlusld 

any publicity on this u n t i l you hs.va received a carbon copy of tho 

Congrossiona]. corroepondenca. 

Sincerely yours, 

Director 

Enclosures 

Entered i n tha National P.egif!tor_ 

cc! 

6/10/71 PDHerrickrnaf * BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR 
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T. H. Mathis House 

Levi Rockshelter 

Paint Rock Indian Pictograph Site 

Lubbock Lake Site 

old Nacogdoches University Building 

Westerman Mound 

H i l l Countv Courthouse 

Ezekiel Cullen House 

•Liendo" 

Lampasas County Courthouse 

Parker County Courthouse 

Aransas County, 
Rockport, Texas 

Travis County, 
Austin, Texas 

Concho County, 
Paint Rock, Texas 

Lubbock County, 
Lubbock, Texas 

Nacogdoches County, 
Nacogdoches, Texas 

Houston County, 
Kennard, Texas 

H i l l County, 
H i l l s b o r o , Texas 

San Augustine County, 
San Augustine, Texas 

VJaller County, 
Hempstead, Texas 

Lampasas County, 
Lampasas, Texas 

Parker County, 
Weatherford, Texas 

« . — - r v " - - J f A i * — r, — 



•silver':'•>• Texas State Historical Survey Committee 
Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711 

Ttii»H Lellmer 

CfMvfiV* Diitilor 

January 4, 197 2 

Dr. Robert J, Mullen 
Chief, Bureau of Registration 
National Register 
801 19th Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C, 20006 

Dear Bob: 

Under separate cover we are forwarding corrections f o r 
the National Register submissions which were rechecked here 
i n our o f f i c e and found to be i n error.' I t r u s t that t h i s 
means of correction w i l l not confuse the issue. 

There may possibly s t i l l be errors but to date these are the 
only ones we have discovered. I f you w i l l n o t i f y us of any 
errors of which you are aware we w i l l be glad to t r e a t the 
submissions s i m i l a r l y . 

Sincerely, 

Truett Latimer 
State Liaison O f f i c e r 

By: 

TL/MWB/pbs 

Wayne B e l l , AIA 
Project Director 


