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17. DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

• E x c e l l e n t H Good [ • F a i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

I S A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved ^ O r i g i n a l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( I f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Magoffin Homestead i s a fourteen-room adobe s t r u c t u r e 
located on a 1.5 acre s i t e , t en blocks east of the c e n t r a l 
business d i s t r i c t of El Paso. The Homestead, erected i n 1875, 
i s a one-story, U-shaped house b u i l t around a c e n t r a l p a t i o . 
The f r o n t wing of the homestead measures 103.5 f e e t by 38 f e e t . 
The rear wing i s 60 f e e t by 19 f e e t and the two wings are con­
nected by a perpendicular wing approximately 60 f e e t by 19 f e e t . 

C e i l i n g s throughout the s t r u c t u r e are 14 f e e t h i g h . The. 
house i s roofed w i t h a one-foot thickness of water-proofed 
adobe. C e i l i n g s are surfaced w i t h e i t h e r 3'5-inch tongue-in-
groove p a n e l l i n g or the ol d e r , more p r i m a t i v e woven or thatched 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . The r o o f i n g m a t e r i a l i s supported by 3-inch by 
12-inch r a f t e r s or vigas 18-inch centers. A two-foot adobe 
parapet surmounts the w a l l s . Metal canales or downspouts pro­
j e c t f o r drainage o f each of the wings. 

An inventory of rooms and f a c i l i t i e s under the common roof 
include a 15-foot by 15-foot k i t c h e n , s i x bedrooms o f varying 
sizes, a 15-foot by 30-foot h a l l or e n t r y way, a 15-foot by 
26-foot l i b r a r y , three baths of va r y i n g sizes, a 15-foot by 
15-foot trophy room and a maid's room and garage. A l l of the 
p r i n c i p a l rooms have f i r e p l a c e s . 

A unique f e a t u r e of the Magoffin Homestead i s the elaborate 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l i n the V i c t o r i a n s t y l e which decorates a l l 
the f e n e s t r a t i o n s o f the o r i g i n a l p o r t i o n o f the house. Windows 
and doors on the f r o n t wing have pedimented l i n t e l s . The p e d i ­
ments "and re t u r n s are formed by a generous cyma reversa molding, 
The windows and doors have f l a t , facia-board p i l a s t e r s on each 
side of the openings. A t r i a n g u l a r panel, r a i s e d t o a p o i n t 
i n pyramidal fashion, i s located i n the pediments over the win­
dows and doors on the north facade. 

A l l of the o r i g i n a l windows are wooden casement-type w i t h 
four l i g h t s i n each of the two windows. The s h u t t e r s on the 
windows have an upper louvered s e c t i o n and a s o l i d , p a n e l l e d 
lower s e c t i o n . 

The p r i n c i p a l entrance on the n o r t h facade had double 
entrance doors w i t h the upper panel glazed and a molded ^ o l l d 
lower_jpanel. The design o f the s i d e l i g h t s repeats t h a t of the 
door, w i t h a molded panel below the glazed panels. A transom 
extends the w i d t h of both the doors and s i d e l i g h t s . The glazed 
panes of the transom are of colored glass. The south doorway 
of the entrance h a l l , which opens onto the p a t i o , i s s i m i l a r t o 
t h a t of the n o r t h entrance w i t h glazed double doors, s i d e l i g h t s 
and a transom. 

A v i s u a l i n s p e c t i o n of the s t r u c t u r e and a e r i a l photographs 
of the roof f a b r i c support the su p p o s i t i o n t h a t the Magoffin 

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #1) 



Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY • NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) # 1 

TEXAS 

E l Paso 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

(Number all enlrlea) 

7. (cont'd) 
Homestead may have o r i g i n a l l y consisted o f the n o r t h wing' of the 
present complex, measuring roughly 80 f e e t by 38 f e e t . The west 
sec t i o n of the south wing (a s t r u c t u r e 45 f e e t by 19 f e e t ) would 
appear t o have been the o r i g i n a l detached k i t c h e n b u i l d i n g . The 
o r i g i n a l house or n o r t h wing has a symmetrically arranged f l o o r 
plan about a c e n t r a l h a l l which extends the w i d t h of the s t r u c t u r e . 
The n o r t h or p r i n c i p a l facade of the homestead was also symmetrica 
w i t h two windows on each side of the ne a r l y c e n t r a l main doorway. 

The approximately 22-foot wide a d d i t i o n on the east end of 
the north wing would seem t o be an e r e c t i o n p o s t - d a t i n g the main 
block o f the n o r t h wing. This room which adds both a window and 
a door t o the n o r t h facade, a l t e r s the symmetry of t h i s facade. 
The a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l on t h i s door and window are s i m i l a r t o 
those on what i s thought t o be the o r i g i n a l p o r t i o n of the nor t h 
facade; however the pr o p o r t i o n s of the pedimented l i n t e l are s i g ­
n i f i c a n t l y d i f f e r e n t . The center r a i s e d panel i s omitted and the 
apertures are not flanked by facia-board p i l a s t e r s covering the 
jambs. 

I t would seem t h a t the east or connecting wing which i s 122.6 
fee t long was added t o connect the rear k i t c h e n w i t h the main bloc 
of the homestead. This long wing, judging from the f a b r i c of the 
roof, q u i t e p o s s i b l y could have been constructed i n several stages 



[6. SIGNIFICANCE 
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P r e - C o l u m b i a n 1 Q 16th Centu ry 
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• 20 th Century 
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1 1 Commun ica t i ons 
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• M i l i t o r y 
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[ 1 Scu lp tu re 
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i t a r i o n 

• T h e a t e r 

I I T rons porta t ion 

Other r S p e d i M / 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Joseph Magoffin, son of Maria G e r t r u d i s (Valdez) and James 
Wiley "Magoffin, was born on January 14, 1837, i n Chihuahua, 
Mexico, where h i s f a t h e r was United States Consul. The f a m i l y 
moved t o Independence, M i s s o u r i , i n 1844. Young Magoffin was 
educated i n Lexington, Kentucky, and St. Louis, Missouri. 
I n 1856 he j o i n e d h i s f a t h e r a t the present s i t e o f E l Paso, 
Texas, where he had s e t t l e d a f t e r the Mexican War. 

The Magoffins were m i l i t a n t supporters o f the secession. 
Joseph Magoffin had v a r i e d experiences i n the Confederate 
Army. He was a major on the s t a f f o f H. H. S i b l e y i n the New 
Mexico campaign, served i n V i r g i n i a and fought i n the B a t t l e 
of Seven Pines, and was sent t o Marshall, Texas, t o secure 
supplies. A f t e r the close of the war he returned t o E l Paso 
and succeeded t o h i s f a t h e r ' s e state i n 1868. A f t e r consider­
able d i f f i c u l t y , he recovered much o f h i s f a t h e r ' s p r o p e r t y 
t h a t had been c o n f i s c a t e d d u r i n g the e a r l y p e r i o d of Radical 
c o n t r o l of the area. As i n the days of h i s f a t h e r , "Don 
Santiago", the Magoffin home continued t o be the center of 
s o c i a l l i f e of E l Paso and F o r t B l i s s . 

Magoffin, a successful business man, was d i r e c t o r of the 
State National Bank. He helped organize the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
S t r e e t Railway Company t o u n i t e E l Paso w i t h Juarez, Mexico, 
and was i n t e r e s t e d i n other s t r e e t r a i l w a y s and p u b l i c u t i l i ­
t i e s . A l i f e - l o n g and p o l i t i c a l l y a c t i v e Democrat, Magoffin 
served at various times as member o f the E l Paso school board, 
j u s t i c e of the peace, and county judge. For fo u r terms he was 
mayor of E l Paso. President Grover Cleveland appointed him 
c o l l e c t o r of the p o r t o f E l Paso. 

Magoffin was married i n 1364 t o Octavia McGrael i n Houston, 
Texas. A son and a daughter survived t o m a t u r i t y . I n 1875, 
Magoffin b u i l t the Magoffin Homestead t e n blocks east of the 
present c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t . This large residence i s a 
unique combination o f t r a d i t i o n a l adobe a r c h i t e c t u r e w i t h 
elaborate wooden d e t a i l i n g on windows and doors i n the V i c t o r i j a 
s t y l e . Magoffin died September 27, 1923_ at the home of h i s 

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #2) 
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8. (continued) 
daughter i n Washington, D.C, but was b u r i e d i n E l Paso. The 
Magoffin Homestead has been owned by Magoffin h e i r s t o the present 

Recorded Texas H i s t o r i c Landmark - 1965. 

^ • . IvlOliVN 

mm .0 



11 

l^ 

1^ 

'7/'3. OaA(o ^/S//r)l 

I 

"3 ~ ' C ^ - ^ ^ 

.SING, 

Anr.uaJ. r:<iitlon Entjr 

3-3(- 7( 



























NATIONAL REGISTER PROPERTY - TEXAS 048 
» . 

Magoffin Homestead, El Paso County, 141 

Geog^raphical data. Item 10, Form 10-300 i s given as: 

Latitude 31° 45' 45" Longitude 106° 28' 32" 

Please CHANGE this to correctly read: 

Latitude 31° 45' 43" Longitude 106° 28' 22' 

A new, correctly marked map i s being enclosed. Please DESTROY 
the old map and replace i t with this one. Thank you. 
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MAR 1 1971 

H30-aR 

Mr. Truett Latiracr 
Executivo Director 
Texas Etate Historical S\irvoy Cocmitteo 
Post Office Box 12276 
Capitol Station 
Austin, Toxas 70711 

Dear I l r . Latlcen 

We are pleased to inform you that the historic properties li s t e d on 

the enclosure have l>eon placed on the National Register of Historic 

Places. Senators Lloyd Bentfion and Jolm G. Tover and th© appropriate 

Roprese-iitatives aro being informed. A le a f l e t explaiuiiig the National 

Register i s enclosed for each of tho propc^rty ovmera. Please vithhold 

any publicity on t h i s u n t i l you have received a carbon copy of the 

Congressional correspondence. 

Sincerely yours. 

F.nclosviros 

Entered in tho IJational Register 

^Signed) 

Director 

m.R 3 1 1971 

cc: 
HR 

PDIJerricktirrm 3/30/71 BASIC FILE PvETAIlJED IN HR 
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Jion, Llov* bentsen 
United Statca Senate 
!'."ashington, O. C. 

r)«eir ."I'S.'wsfcor BcntscTf.* 

VJft aro rloato'co t « tr.fcrrs ';-ou .at t . '* h i s t o r i c r ropert i4«8 i l s t o d on 

th« enclosure have }.>o«:n neaicatftd by t h « Ftata Liaieon C f f i c a r 

«; pointed by tho Covt-rnor f o r tho Icspi^jr^eritaUloa o f the National 

r . i s t o r i c Pr-jcorvatlan I rogra^ i n "Jcxaa and h.-jv* l^eon ont t rod i n t o trif* 

t^ational n.-.';ibter of l i & t o r i c r'laces. S^aator John 6. Tower 4iid tho 

eppropriato Xcprotteutativtte a lso fce*n provixl«Ka w i t l ; t h i » infoisiei t ion. 

Ly copy o f thiiS l e t t e r , th« t t i c e Lia ison o f f i c e r , *'̂ r. Truest l * t i K £ r , 

l '»ecut ivo r^irector, Toxao Statrt : : i c t o r i c a l .':ari«)y Cocssittse, Post O f f i c e 

cox 1227C, Capi to l /Station, /'^ttatia, Toxas 7o7H, ha» lifeowiao l««i» 

. - iwt i f i cd , A l66 f l i> t o i p i i i : v i / * j tL« iJatlonal Ki^vfteter i s anclosod, 

sL'^icnrciy I 'c . irs , 

i>i rector 

Enclosurea 

Entered ir . tha Sal ional Pe.jistvr 
l̂AR P 1 1971 

cc: Mr. Truett Latinor, Executive Director, Texas State Historical Survey 
Conmitteo, P. O. Box 12276, Capitol Station, 7vustin, Texas 7i/711 

/Mso notified: Hon. John G. Tower Hon. t-right Patsian 
United States Senate Hon. John Young 

Hon. Jctaes C. l^ r l g l i t , Jr. 
Hon. Richard C. l ih i te 
Hon. Jolin Dowdy 
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C ^ Texas State Historical Survey Committee 

Box \2276. Capitol Station. Austin, Texas 78711 

Trueft La t imer 

E tecu f i ve D i rec to r 

January 4, 197 2 

Dr. Robert J. Mullen 
Chief, Bureau of R e g i s t r a t i o n 
N a t i o n a l Register 
801 19th S t r e e t , N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Dear Bob: 

Under separate cover we are forwa r d i n g c o r r e c t i o n s f o r 
the N a t i o n a l Register submissions which were rechecked here 
i n our o f f i c e and found t o be i n e r r o r . I t r u s t t h a t t h i s 
means of c o r r e c t i o n w i l l n ot confuse the issue. 

There may p o s s i b l y s t i l l be e r r o r s b u t t o date these are the 
on l y ones we have discovered. I f you w i l 3 n o t i f y us of any 
e r r o r s of which you are aware we w i l l be g l a d t o t r e a t the 
submissions s i m i l a r l y . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

T r u e t t Latimer 
State L i a i s o n O f f i c e r 

By; 

Wayne B e l l , AIA 
P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r 

TL/MWB/pbs 



1. STATE APPLICATION IDtNTIFIER 2. (tCmerved for uar by .State central iiiformiilioii n ccpliini nyrncy) 

3. GRANTOR: a. FeiJercil o<j*ncy 

Department of the I n t e r i o r 
b. Organizotionul unit 

National Park Service 

NOTIFlCATIOr^ OF GRANT-IN-AID ACTION 

c. A d m i n i s t e r i n g ofTice —(1) N o m e 

Division of Grants 
(2) A d d r e s j — S t r e e t or P.O. Box 

18th and C Streets , IW. 
Crty 

Washington 
S la te 

D.C. 
Zip C o d e 

20240 
4. FEOERAL AGENCY GKANT IDENTIFIER: 

48-75-00097-00 -

a . C o d e b. Tit le 

Magoffin Homestead Acquisition 

c. Purpose 

Acquisition of house and 1.5 acres, 

S. GRANTEE: a . N o m e 

Texas Mr. Truett Latimer, Exec. D i r . , Texas State Historical Survey Committee 
b. A d d r e s s - S t r e e t or P.O. Box 

Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Ci ty 

Austin 
Sto le 

Texas 
Z ip C o d e 

78711 
6. GRANTEE TYPE (Check only tiie single most applicable box) 

o. Stote b. Inter- c. County d. City 

• • 

b. In ter-

t t o t e 

• 

e. School 

d is t r i c t 

• 

f. Spec ia l 

un i t 

• 

g . C c T i m j o i f y 

OCTion 

• 

h. S p o n » o r e d 

o r g a n i z a t i o n 

• 

i. Other 

• 
7. APPLICATION RECEIPT DATE 

Yeor M o n t h D a y 

75 11 10 

3. A C T I O N OATE 

Y e o r M o n t h 

75 11 
D a y 

17 

9 . EFFECTIVE STARTING DATE 

Y e o r M o n t h D a y 

75 I 11 17 

10. ENDING DATE 

Y e a r M o n t h 

78 I 11 
Doy 

16 
I). TYPE OF ACTION (Check as many boxes as apply to this action) 

a . N e w b. C o n t i n u a t i o n 

g r a n t g r a n t 

c. S u p p l e m e n t a l d . C h a n g e in ex i s t i ng g r a n t 

g r a n t 

(identify agency in item 16) (l) increase in (2) Decreose in (3) Cancellation (4) lncreose($) (5) Decreose{$) 
d u r a t i o n d u r a t i o n 

• • • • • • • 
12. A M O U N T OF C O N T R I B U T I O N 

o . Fede ra l - ( I ) bos i c (2) S u p p l e m e n t a l 

, 30,000 .1: 
13. CATALOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE 

PROGRAM (if none, clarify in item 16) 

b. S la te 

. 52,000* 
c . l o r o l 

S 

o. ProT: 'Om N u m b e r 

15.904 

d . O t h e r 

b. S u p p l e m e n t o l P r o g r o m N u m b e r 

14. A U T H O R I Z A T I O N 

10-58-1040-0-1-405" o. F e d e r a l B u d g e t Accoun t s 

b. Publ ic Lows PI Title Sec. 

89 665 
16 U.S.C. ZTTD 

PI Tit le Sec. PL Title Sec. 

c. U.S. C o d e 

15. FACILITY LOCATION: ( F o r f a c i l i t y grant actions only) 

• a. City 

1120 Magoffin Avenue, E l Paso 
b. C o u n t y 

E l Paso 
16. REMARKS 

*State appropriation 

Prepared by Ralph E . Thomas 523(139)-5054 
STANDARD FORM 24i 
J u n e 1 9 7 0 B u r e a u o f t h e 

B u d g e t C i r c u l o r A - 9 f l 

2 4 0 - 1 0 1 


