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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Magoffin Homestead is a fourteen-room adobe structure

‘located on a 1.5 acre site, ten blocks east of the central
business district of El1 Paso. The Homestead, erected in 1875,
is a one- story, U-shaped house built around a central patio.

The front wing of the homestead measures 103.5 feet by 38 feet.
The rear wing is 60 feet by 19 feet and the two wings are con-
nected by a perpendicular wing approximately 60 feet by 19 feet.

Ceilings throughout the structure are 14 feet high. The.
house is roofed with a one-foot thickness of water-proefed
adobe. Ceilings are surfaced with either 3%-inch tongue-in-
groove panelling or the older, more primative woven or thatched
construction. The roofing material is supported by 3-inch by
12-inch rafters or vigas 18-inch centers. A two-foot adobe
parapet surmounts the walls. Metal canales or downspouts pro-
ject for drainage of each of the wings.

An inventory of rooms and facilities under the common roof
include a 15-foot by 15-foot kitchen, six bedrooms of varying
sizes, a 1l5-foot by 30-foot hall or entry way, a 1l5-foot by
26-foot library, three baths of varying sizes, a 1l5-foot by
15-foot trophy room and a maid's room and garage. All of the
principal rooms have fireplaces.

A unique feature of the Magoffin Homestead is the elaborate
architectural detail in the Victorian style which decorates all
the fenestrations of the original portion of the house. Windows
and doors on the front wing have pedimented lintels. The pedi-
ments and returns are formed by a generous cyma reversa molding.
The windows and doors have flat, facia-board pilasters on each
side of the openings. A triangular panel, raised to a point
in pyramidal fashion, is located in the pediments over the win-
dows and doors on the north facade.

All of the original windows are wooden casement-type with
four lights in each of the two windows. The shutters on the‘f
windows have an upper louvered section and a solid, panelled
lower section. .

The principal entrance on the north facade had: double,”
entrance doors with the upper panel glazed and a molded solid
lower panel. The de51gn of the sidelights repeats that of the
door, with a molded panel below the glazed panels. A transom
extends the width of both the doors and sidelights. The glazed
panes of the transom are of colored glass. The south doorway
of the entrance hall, which opens onto the patio, is similar to
that of the north entrance with glazed double doors, sidelights
and a transom.

A visual inspection of the structure and aerial photographs
of the roof fabric support the supposition that the Magoffin

(See continuation sheet #1)
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7 {cont'd)
Homestead may have originally consisted of the north wing- of the
present complex, measuring roughly 80 feet by 38 feet. The west
section of the south wing (a structure 45 feet by 19 feet) would
appear to have been the original detached kitchen building. The
original house or north wing has a symmetrically arranged floor

plan about a central hall which extends the width of the structure.
The north or principal facade of the homestead was also symmetrical
with two windows on each side of the nearly central main doorway.

The approximately 22-foot wide addition on the east end of
the north wing would seem to be an erection post-dating the main
block of the north wing. This room which adds both a window and
a door to the north facade, alters the symmetry of this facade.
The architectural detail on this door and window are similar to
those on what is thought to be the original portion of the north
facade; however the proportions of the pedimented lintel are sig-
nificantly different. The center raised panel is omitted and the
apertures are not flanked by facia-board pilasters covering the
jambs.

It would seem that the east or connecting wing which is 122.6
feet long was added to connect the rear kitchen with the main blocK
of the homestead. This long wing, judging from the fabric of the
roof, quite possibly could have been constructed in several stages.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Wiley Magoffin, was born on January 14, 1837, in Chihuahua,
Mexico, where his father was United States Gonsul. The family
moved to Independence, Missouri, in 1844. Young Magoffin was
educated in Lexington, Kentucky, and St. Louis, Missouri.

In 1856 he joined his father at the present site of El Paso,
Texas, where he had settled after the Mexican War.

The Magoffins were militant supporters of the secession.
Joseph Magoffin had varied experiences in the Confederate
Army. He was a major on the staff of H. H. Sibley in the New
Mexico campaign, served in Virginia and fought in the Battle
of Seven Pines, and was sent to Marshall, Texas, to secure
supplies. After the close of the war he returned to El Paso
and succeeded to his father's estate in 1868. After consider-
able difficulty, he recovered much of his father's property
that had been confiscated during the early period of Radical
control of the area. As in the days of his father, "Don
Santiago", the Magoffin home continued to be the center of
social life of E1 Paso and Fort Bliss.

Magoffin, a -successful business man, was director of the
State National Bank. He helped organize the International
Street Railway Company to unite E1 Paso with Juarez, Mexico,
and was interested in other street railways and public utili-
ties. A life- long and polltlcally active Democrat, Magoffin
served at various times as member of the El1 Paso school board,
justice of the peace, and county judge. For four terms he was
mayor of El Paso. President Grover Cleveland appointed him
collector of the port of El1 Paso.

Texas. A son and a daughter survived to maturity. In 1875,
Magoffin built the Magoffin Homestead ten blocks east of the
present central business district. This large residence is a
unique combination of traditional adobe architecture with

sfylé. Magoffin died September 27, 1923 at the home of his

(See continuation sheet #2)

Joseph Magoffin, son of Maria Gertrudis (Valdez) and James

Magoffin was married in 1864 to Octavia McGrael in Houston,

elaborate wooden detailing on windows and doors in the Victori

an
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8. (continued)
daughter in Washington, D.C., but was buried in El1 Paso. The
Magoffin Homestead has been owned by Magoffin heirs to the present.

Recorded Texas Historic Landmark - 1965.
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Magoffin Homestead, El Paso County, 141 -

Geographical data, Item 10, Form 10-300 is given as:

Latitude 31° 45' 45" Longitude 106° 28

Please CHANGE this to correctly read:

Latitude 31° 45' 43" Longitude 106° 28°

3"

22“

A new, correctly marked map is being enclosed. Please DESTROY

the old map and replace it with this one. Thank you.

(:, JAN 27 1912
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MAR 211971

B30-HR

Mr. Truett Latimer

Executive Directox

Texas State Historical Survey Committee

Post Office Box 12276

Capitol Station

Austin, Texas 78711

Dear }Mr. Latimer:

Ve are prlessed to inform you that the historic properties listed on
the enclosure have been placed on the National Register of Historic
Places. Senators Lloyd Bentsen and John G. Tower and the appropriate
Representatives are being informed. A leaflet explaining the National
Register is encleosed for each of the property owners. Please withhold
any publicity on this until you have recelved a carbon copy of the

Congressional correspondence.

Sincerely yours,

‘signed)
Director
Enclosures

MAR 3 1 1971
Entered in the Mational Register

cc:
HR

PDHerrick:mm 3/30/71 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR

. |



Properties added to the Hatlonal Register of Historic Placas

TEXRS

The Maagneolias Harion County
Jefferson, Texas

Jefferson Historie District Marion County
Jafferson, Texas

Fort 8t, Louis Victoria County
Inez, Taxas

The Flatiron Building Tarrant County
Fext Worth, Tzxas

Shelby County Courthouse Shelby County
Center, Texas

The Magoffin Homestead El Paso County
El Paso, Texas

Yonroe~Croos fiouse Houston County

Crockett, Texas
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cc: Director, Southwesti .

HR

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR

3/30/71

PDHerrick:mm

{ Y Lot
W

MAR 31 197

H3IO~ER

lon. Lloyd Rentsen

tnited States Beanate

washington, D. <.

Dauy Senator Bentsen;

Ve are vlezsed to inform you that the historic properties listed ea

the snclosure have Deen meminated by the £ate Lialsen Gfficer
acpointed by the Sovernor for the implementatica of the Hational
nistoric Frecaxvatica Trograx in Toxas and have Leen entercad into the
pational Paoyister of Distoric Places. Ssoator Joha G. Tower and the
aeppropriate Representativse have aleo leas provided with this inforsatioa.
by copy of this letter, the State Lialison Gfficer, Hr. Truett latimer,
tuocutive Director, Toxas State idotorical Zurvay Commitiese, Post Office
pox 12274, Capitol statiom, Austin, Texas 78711, has likewise leen
notified., A lsaflst esplaining the lHational Hegleter is enéxased.

Singersly vours,
(Signsgyi

pirgsctox

selogures

WAR 3 1 1971

Entoered in tie Sational Regiater

cc: Fr. Truett Latimer, Executive Director, Texas State liistorical Survey
. Comnittea, P. O. Dox 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 76711

Algo notified: Eon. John G. Tower fHon. Wright Patman
United States Senate lion. John Young
Bon. Jamaes C. wWright, Jr.
Hon. Richard C. White
Hon. John Dowdy



Propertics added to the uational Register of sitstoric Places

TEXAS

The Magnollias Marion County
Jefferson, Texas

Jeffarson historie District Msrion County
Jefferson, Texas

Yort St, louis Victoria County
Inen, Texas

The Flatiron Buildin varrant County
Ffort ¥orth, Texas

Shelby Couaty Courthouse Shelby County
Center, Texas

The Mageffin Homestead £l Paso County
El Pago, Texas

Honroe~Crooi House Houston County

Crocrett, Texas



Texas State Historical Survey Committee
Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711

Truett Lotimer
Executive Director

January 4, 1972

Dr. Robert J. Mullen

Chief, Bureau of Registration
National Register

801 19th Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20006

Dear Bob:

Under separate cover we are forwarding corrections for

the National Register submissions which were rechecked here
in our office and found to be in error. I trust that this
means of correction will not confuse the issue.

There may possibly still be errors but to date these are the
only ones we have discovered. If you will notify us of any
errors of which you are aware we will be glad to treat the
submissions similarly.

Sincerely,

Truett Latimer
State Liaison Officer

By:

Project HWirector o

TL/MWB/pbs



NOTIFICATION OF GRANT-IN-AID ACTION . i

Do

1. STATE APPLICATION IDENTIFIER 2. (Reserved for use by State central informution reception ayency)

This
Space

3. GRANTOR:
Department of the Interior

a. Federal agency

b. Organizational unit

National Park Service

¢. Administering office — (1) Name

Division of Grants

State

D.C.

(2) Address — Street or P.O. Box
18th and C Streets, NW.

City :
Washington

Zip Code

20240

b. Title

Magoffin Homestead Acquisition

4. FEDERAL AGENCY GRANT IDENTIFIER: a. Code

48-75-00097-00

¢. Purpose

Acquisition of house and 1.5 acres.

5. GRANTEE: a. Nome
Texas Mr. Truett Latimer, Exec. Dir., Texas State Historical Survey Committee
b. Address— Street or P.O. Box City State Zip Code
Box 12276, Capitol Station Austin Texas 78711
6. GRANTEE TYPE (Check only the singlc most applicable boz)
o. Stote b. inter- ¢. County d. City e. School f. Special g. Cammunity h. Sponsored i. Other
state district unit action organization
O O O O O O O O
7. APPLICATION RECEIPT DATE 8. ACTION DATE 9. EFFECTIVE STARTING DATE 10. ENDING DATE
Yeor Month Day Yeor Month Day Year tMonth Day Year Month Doy
- P e B 157 BT 151 1|17 78 |11 | 16

11. TYPE OF ACTION (Check as many boxes as apply to this action)

a. New b. Continuation c. Supplemental d. Change in existing gront
gront gront ; BT ek :
(identify agency in item 16) (1) Increase in  (2) Decrease in (3) Cancellation (4) Increose($) (5) Decrease($)
duration duration i
12. AMOUNT OF CONTRIBUTION
o. Federal—(1) bosic -(2) Supplemental b. State ¢. loca! d. Gther
s 30,000 b e |, 52,000% ! .
13. CATALOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE a. Pragrom Number i b. Supplemental Progrom Number
PROGRAM (if none, clarify in item 16) 15.904
14. AUTHORIZATION oy e
o. Federal Budget Accounts 10-58-1040-0-1-405
b. Public Laws PL Title Sec. PL Title Sec. PL Title Sec.
g 89 665
c. US. Code 16 U.S.C. 4/0 '
15. FACILITY LOCATION: (For facility grant uctions only)
» a. City b. County
1120 Magoffin Avenue, El1 Paso El Paso
16. REMARKS

*State appropriation

. <

Prepared by Ralph E. Thomas 523(139)-5054

STANDARD FORM 24C
June 1970 Bureau of the
Budget Circular A-98
240-101




