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E N T R Y N U M B E R 

[1. NAME" 
C O M M O N : 

\ T . H . / Mathis i House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C ; 

2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

612 Church S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Rockport 
S T A T E 

T e x a s 
{3. CLASSIFICATION 

048 007 

un 

Z 

UJ 

UJ 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t S B u i l d i n g 

• Si te • S t ruc ture 

• O b j e c t 

OWNERSHIP 

• P u b l i c 

S P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

Pub l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

I I In P rocess 

I 1 B e i n g Cons ide red 

STATUS 

^ Occup ied 

i I U n o c c u p i e d 

• P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Y e s : 

• R e s t r i c t e d 

I I U n r e s t r i c t e d 

E No 

PRESEN T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

\ 1 A g r i c u l t u r a l 

3 Commerc ia l 

[ I Educa t i ono l 

( I En te r ta inment 

I I Government 

1 I I n d u s t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

n Museum 

• Pork 

[ 3 P r i v a t e Res idence 

I I R e l i g i o u s 

I I S c i e n t i f i c 

I I Transportation CI Comments 

• Other (Specify) 

U . OWNER OF PROPERTY 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Walter Mathis 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

401 King W i l l i a m S t r e e t 
C W f T O W N : 

San Antonio 
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

T g x a s 048 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Aransas County Courthouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

CI T Y O R T O W N : 

Rockport T e x a s 048 

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

H i s t o r i c American B u i l d i n g s Survey 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1936 
D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

L i b r a r y o f Congress 

Federo 1 • State • Coun ty • L o c a l 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Washington ^ C _ 008 

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #1) 
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17, DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 
S E x c e l l e n t • Good • Fo i r 

( C h e c k One) 

I I De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins I I U nexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

• A l t e r e d | ^ Una l t e red 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved ^ Or ig i r .o l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( U k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The T. H. Mathis House,located on a one-and-a-half-acre 
house l o t on Church S t r e e t i n Rockport, i s a very r e f i n e d l a t e 
Greek Revival residence. The one-story frame cottage on a^ 
ra i s e d b r i c k basement w i t h a c e n t r a l entrance p a v i l i o n i s a 
c l a s s i c a l l y balanced scheme w i t h a P a l l a d i a n sense of massing 
and scale. 

The well-proportioned,five-bay-wide frame s t r u c t u r e i s 
rai s e d approximately seven f e e t above grade on a b r i c k arcaded 
foundation. The t a l l upper s t o r y or piano n o b i l e i s reached 
by a f l a i r e d s t a i r c a s e which i n t e n s i f i e s the dramatic e f f e c t 
of the ra i s e d entrance. The entrance p o r t i c o i s supported by 
two p a i r s of square f l u t e d wooden columns on a p l i n t h base 
w i t h f i n e l y molded c a p i t a l s . The p i l a s t e r s a t the j u n c t u r e of 
the p o r t i c o and the main block of the house repeat the design 
of the columns, as do the corner p i l a s t e r s on the east or main 
facade. 

The cornice i s supported by a b r a c k e t t e d e n t a b l a t u r e which 
i s panelled between the brackets. The en t a b l a t u r e on the east 
and the n o r t h e l e v a t i o n s i s handled i n t h i s manner, w h i l e the 
south and west e l e v a t i o n s have entablatures defined by undecor-^ 
ated f a c i a boards. 

The entrance consists of double-panelled entrance doors 
w i t h s i d e l i g h t s and a transom. The en t a b l a t u r e over the door 
supports a r a i s e d cornice' and has small brackets repeating the 
design of the main ent a b l a t u r e over the end p i l a s t e r s . The 
entablature and cornice are supported by f l u t e d p i l a s t e r s which 
form the jambs of the entrance way. The two windows on each 
side of the p o r t i c o on the main facade also have l i n t e l s w i t h 
p r o j e c t i n g bracket-supported cornices. The l i n t e l s of the 
windows on the other facades have molded caps. 

The main block o f the residence has a low h i p r o o f , w h i l e 
the entrance p o r t i c o has a f l a t r o o f . 

The c e n t r a l h a l l plan house has a large room and a smaller 
rear chamber on each side o f the wide h a l l . There are f i r e ­
places i n the w a l l between the f r o n t and rear chambers. There 
i s also a rear service e l l . 

The house, which has always remained i n the same 
i s maintained i n a p r i s t i n e s t a t e of r e p a i r . 
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|6. SIGNIFICANCE 

U 

Q: 

UJ 

UJ 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

r~l P r e - C o l u m b i a n 1 • 16th Century 

• 15th Century • 17th Century 

• 18th Centu ry 

S I 9 t h Cen tu ry 

• • 20 th Century 

SPECIFIC DATElsl (JI Applicable and Known) 1867 
AREAS OF SIGNI FICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i n o l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

[J3 A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

^ Commerce 

I I Commun ica t i ons 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

3 Educa t i on 

I I E ng inee r i ng 

I 1 I ndus t r y 

I I I n v e n t i o n 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t o r y 

• Mus i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

l osophy 

I I Sc ience 

I I Scu lp tu re 

I I S o c i o l / H u m o n -

i t o r i o n 

• T h e o t e r 

I I T r o n s p o r t o t i o n 

S T A T E I > / I E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Thomas H. Mathis was born on J u l y 14, 1834, i n Stewart 
County, Tennessee. He received h i s e a r l y education i n country 
schools of Tennessee and Kentucky and at the age of nineteen 
he entered the school of Dr. J.T. Mathis i n Southern Arkansas. 
He remained there two sessions and then taught school f o r a 
year before he went t o Bethel College, where he f i n i i ^ h e d h i s 
education i n 1857. 

A f t e r a sho r t careet i n teaching, he moved t o Southwest 
Texas i n 1859 and became a businessman engaged i n trade i n 
Mexico. Mathis t e m p o r a r i l y opened a school i n Gonzales i n 
1861 and i n the summer o f the same year, he moved t o V i c t o r i a . 

Mathis speculated i n tobacco i n the e a r l y p a r t of the 
war and accumulated large p r o f i t s . I n 1862,he acted as a 
su p p l i e r f o r the Confederate troops o f the Trans-Mississippi 
Department. I n the f a l l o f 1862, Mathis j o i n e d Duff's r e g i ­
ment. Company E, and fought f o r the Confederacy u n t i l the close 
of the C i v i l War. 

A f t e r the C i v i l War, Mathis returned t o p r i v a t e business 
and moved t o Aransas Bay at the s i t e o f the present town of 
Rockport. Mathis was a h i g h l y successful businessman whose 
i n t e r e s t s included large scale ranching and a g r i c u l t u r e 
holdings i n Wharton, San P a t r i c i o and Aransas counties. Between 
187 2 and 1879, T. H. Mathis was a p a r t of the Coleman, Mathis 
and F u l t o n Pasture Company, a l a r g e scale Texas ranching 
e n t e r p r i s e which continued f o r more than f i f t y years and, at 
i t s peak, c o n t r o l l e d over 150,000 acres. I n a d d i t i o n t o h o l d ­
ings i n r e a l e state and shipping, Mathis encouraged the devel­
opment of communications i n Southeast Texas and engaged i n 
road and bridge b u i l d i n g . He was p r e s i d e n t and p r i n c i p a l 
stockholder i n the Nat i o n a l Bank of Rockport. 

Mathis was an outstanding c i t i z e n of South Texas and the 
town of Mathis i n San P a t r i c i o County was named f o r him. 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
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L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 0 
R 
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" n . FORM PREPARED BY 

COUNTY 

COUNTY: 

COUNTY: 

COUNTY: 

If 

NAME AND Tl TLE: 

O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Wayne B e l l , P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r 
Gary Hume, A r b h i t e c t u r a l HisJtorian 

Texas Sta te H j s t o r i c a l Survey Committee 

D A T E 

2-18-71 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

108 W. 15th S t r e e t 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

A u s t i n 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA I ION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law  

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion  

in the National Register and certify that it has been  

evaluated according to A e criteria and procedures set  

forth by the National J^prk Service. The recommended  

level of s ignif ican^^^f this ncanination ig  

National I I 

Name 

Title State L i a i s o n O f f i c e r 

Texas 048 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

C h i e f , O f f i c e o f A r c h e o l o g y a n d H i s t o r i c P^eSCTvaXion 
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TEXAS 
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E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

1. NAME 

C O M M O N : T. H. Mathis House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION 

U 

I -

UJ 

UJ 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

612 Church S t r e e t 
1 1971 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Rockport 

_ 

REGISTE 

Texas 
C O D E 

048 

C O U N T Y : 

Aransas 
C O D E 

007 
3. MAP R E F E R E N C E 

S O U R C E : 

Uni ted States Department o f the I n t e r i o r Geo log ica l Survey 
SCALE: 1 : 6 2 5 0 0 

OATE: 1 9 5 2 . 1 9 5 4 
4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requ i red, 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude reference. 

Texas Map Reference #2897-110 
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JUN 2 2 B71 
H30-Ha 

Hon. Lloyd 
•altod States 
if««hlngtoB, O. C. 

D4Mur Svuktov Mtmmtmmat 

H« mrm plMSOd to iafocia you th«t th« histurie proportios Liatod «s 

the «nolo«ir« have iseen ooHtiwitod by th« State Llaiaen Officer ^^^intad 

by tha Oeraraor for the iaplaaaatatlon of tha Matitwal Hletorie 

Praaerratifln fsafraa ia Texas end have haaa sataxad iato thm Hetlonal 

§ g lAsglstar of Hlstoria Places. Seaator John 6. Tawar and tha appropriate 
iC pu 

have »Xmo beea provided with this iafocvatim. By oapy 

of this lett«r, ehe state Liaison Officer, Wr. Ihrastt Latiaar, Saoacutiva 

Slraetor, Texas State ttistorioaX survey Oomittee, Post Offioe aox i2276« 

Capitol Station, Austia, Taacas 7S711, has likewise ba« notified. A 

leaflet axplaiain? tlw National Ra9ister is enclosad. 

Sinoeraly yours, 

(Signed) 

Diraetor 

Caclosuraa 

Entered ia the «fatioaal leister ^ ^ 

cci Mr. Truett Latimer, Executive Director, Texas State Historical Survey 
CtMamittee, Post Office Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711 

Also notified: United States Senate House of Representatives 
Hon. John G. Tower HOT. John Young 

Hon. J. J. (Jake) Pickle 
Hon. Omar IKurleson 
Hon. George H. Mahon 
Hon. John Dowdy 



Properties added to the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 

TEXAS 

T. H. Mathis House 

Levi Rockshelter 

Paint Rock Indian Pictograph Site 

Lubbock Lake Site 

Old Nacogdoches University Building 

Westerman Mound 

H i l l County Courthouse 

Ezekiel Cullen House 

"Liendo" 

Lampasas County Courthouse 

Parker County Courthouse 

Aransas County, 
Rockport, Texas 

Travis County, 
Austin, Texas 

Concho County, 
Paint Rock, Texas 

Lubbock County, 
Lubbock, Texas 

Nacogdoches County, 
Nacogdoches, Texas 

Houston County, 
Kennard, Texas 

H i l l County, 
Hil l s b o r o , Texas 

San Augustine Coiinty, 
San Augustine, Texas 

Waller County, 
Hempstead, Texas 

Lampasas County, 
Lampasas, Texas 

Parker County, 
Weatherford, Texas 
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H30-HR 

Mr. Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 
Texas State Historical Survey Connnittee 
Post Office Box 12276 
Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Mr. Latimeri 

He «ure pleased to inform you that the historic properties listed on 

the enclosure have been placed on the National Ragister of Historic 

Places. Swtators John G. Tower and Lloyd Bentsen and the appropriate 

Representatives are being infoxned. A leaflet explaining the National 

itegister is enclosed for each of the property owners. Please withhold 

any publicity on this until you hove received a carbon copy of the 

Congressional correspondence. 

Sincerely yours. 

Director 

Enclosvures 

Entered in the National Register 
JUN 211971 

c c ; 

HR 6/10/71 PDHerrickrnaf BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR 
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