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Historic American Buildings Survey % 3|
DATE OF SURVEY: 1936 [ Federal [] State [] County [J Local ¥ ; =
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STREET AND NUMBER: 2 &
o
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DESCRIPTION

(Check bﬁe)
K] Excellent [[] Good [ Fair [[] Deteriorated [C] Ruins [C] Unexposed
CONDITION (Check One) (Check One)
] Altered Unaltered [] Moved K] Origiral Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The T. H. Mathis House, located on a one-and-a-half-acre

house lot on Church Street in Rockport, is a very refined late

Greek Revival residence. The one-story frame cottage on a
rglsed brick basement with a central entrance pavilion is a
classically balanced scheme with a Palladian sense of massing
and scale.

The well-proportioned, five-bay-wide frame structure is
raised approximately seven feet above grade on a brick arcaded
foundation. The tall upper story or piano nobile is reached
by a flaired staircase which intensifies the dramatic effeéct
of the raised entrance. The entrance portico is supported by
two pairs of square fluted wooden,gglumns on a plinth base
with finely molded capitals. The pilasters at the juncture of
the portico and the main block of the house repeat the design
of the columns, as do the corner pilasters on the east or main
facade.

e  The cornice is supported by a bracketted entablature which
is panelled between the brackets. The entablature on the east
and the north elevations is handled in this manner, while the
south and west elevations have entablatures defined by undecors
ated facia boards.

The entrance consists of double-panelled entrance doors
with sidelights and a transom. The entablature over the door
supports a raised cornice and has small brackets repeating the
design of the main entablature over the end pilasters. The
entablature and cornice are supported by fluted pilasters which
form the jambs of the entrance way. The two-windows on each
side of the portico on the main facade also have lintels with
projecting bracket-supported cornices. The lintels of the
windows on the other facades have molded caps.

The main block of the residence has a low hip roof, while
the entrance portico has a flat roof. - :

The central hall plan house has a large room and a smaller
rear chamber on each side of the wide hall. There are fire-
places in the wall between the front and rear chambers. There
is also a rear service ell.

The house, which has always remained in~-the same
is maintained in a pristine state of repair.
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[} Pre-Columbian| " [ 16th Century [C] 18th Century *[C] 20th Century
[C] 15th Century [C] 17th Century X] 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATEI(S) (If Applicable and Known) ]_867

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal [ Education [] Political
[C] Prehistoric [C] Engineering [T} Religion/Phi-
[C] Historic ] Industry losophy
[] Agriculture [ Invention [C] Science
&K Architecture [J Lendscape [ Sculpture
[ Art Architecture [] Social/Human-
Commerce [] Literature itorian
[[] Communications [ Military [] Theater
[] Conservation [] Music [C] Transportation 5 )
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE W’/

Thomas H. Mathis was born on July 14, 1834, in Stewart
County, Tennessee. He received his early education in country
schools of Tennessee and Kentucky and at the age of nineteen
he entered the school of Dr. J{T. Mathis in Southern Arkansas.
He remained there two sessions and then taught school for a
year before he went to Bethel College, where he finished his
education in 1857.

After a short careetr in teaching, he moved to Southwest
Texas in 1859 and became a businessman engaged in trade in
Mexico. Mathis temporarily opened a school in Gonzales in
1861 and in the summer of the same year, he moved to Victoria,

Mathis speculated in tobacco in the early part of the
war and accumulated large profits. 1In 1862,he acted as a
supplier for the Confederate troops of the Terans-Mississippi
Department. In the fall of 1862, Mathis joined Duff's regi-
ment, Company E, and fought for the Confederacy until the closse
of the Civil War.

After the Civil War, Mathis returned to private business
and moved to Aransas Bay at the site of the present town of
Rockport. Mathis was a highly successful businessman whose
interests included large scale_ ranching and agrmculture
holdlngs in Wharton, "San Patricio and Aransas countles. Betwesg
1872 and 1879, T. H. Mathis was a part of the Coleman, Mathis
and Fulton Pasture Company, a large scale Texas ranching
enterprise which continued for more than fifty years and, at
its peak, controlled over 150,000 acres. In addition to hold-
ings in real estate and shipping, Mathis encouraged the devel-
opment of eommunications in Southeast Texas and engaged in
road and bridge building. He was president and principal
stockholder in the National Bank of Rockport.

Mathis was an outstanding citizen of South Texas and the
town of Mathis in San Patricio County was named for him.

n
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DATE oF PHoTo: Jahuary 2, 1971
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T; H. Mathis Houseu

c

AND/OR HISTORIC:

UMBER:
612 Church Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Rockport
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1 0481 ~ Aransas 1 007
PHOTO CREDIT: Texas‘Staté‘HiSEOriCal Sﬁrvéf Cdﬁmi@tee’ 5.

DATE OF PHOTO: Jan.2, 1971

necaTive FiLep aT: Texas State HistoricalSurey Committee

08 W. 15th Street, Austin, Texas 78711

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Detail of main entrance
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Director, Southwest Region

HR

cC:

House of Representatives
Hon. Olin E. Teague

Hon. W. R. Poage

JUN 22 8N

Hon. Lloyd Bentsen

Uaited States Senate

Washingteon, D, C.

Dear Seanator Bentsen:

We are pleased to inform you that the historic properties listed en
the enclosure have been nominated by the State Liaison 0fficer appointed
by the Governmor for the implsmentation of the Hatiomal Histerie
Preservation Program in Texas and have been entered into the Hational
mtmu;nuutm. Senator Johm G. Tower and the appropriate
Represeatatives have also been provided with this iaformation. By copy
of this letter, the State Liaison Officer, Mr. Truett Latimer, Exacutive
Director, Texas State Historical Survey Committee, Post Office BDox 12276,
Capitel Station, Austia, Texas 78711, has likewise been notified. A
leaflet explaining the National Register is enclosed.

Sincerely vours,

(Signed)

Director
Eacleosures
Sntered in the National Register_ JUN 21 1971

cc: Mr. Truett Latimer, Executive Director, Texas State Historical Survey
Committee, Post Office Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711

Also notified: United States Senate House of Representatives
Hon. John G. Tower . John Young

. J. J. (Jake) Pickle

. Omar Burleson

» George H. Mahon

. John Dowdy

SEEES




Properties added to the National Register of Historic Places

TEXAS

(T. H. Mathis House

Levi Rockshelter

Paint Rock Indian Pictograph Site
Lubbock Lake Site

016 Nacogdoches University Building
Westerman Mound

Hill County Courthouse

Ezekiel Cullen House

"Liendo"

Lampasas County Courthouse

Parker County Courthouse

Aransas County,
Rockport, Texas

Travis County,
Austin, Texas

Concho County,
Paint Rock, Texas

Lubbock County,
Lubbock, Texas

Nacogdoches County,
Nacogdoches, Texas

Houston County,
Kennard, Texas

Hill County,
Hillsboro, Texas

San Augustine County,
San Augustine, Texas

Waller County,
Hempstead, Texas

Lampasas County,
Lampasas, Texas

Parker County,
Weatherford, Texas
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Mr. Truett Latimer
Executive Director
Texas State Historical Survey Committee
Post Office Box 12276
Capitol Station
Austin, Texas 78711
Dear Mr. Latimer:
We are pleased to inform you that the historic properties listed on
the enclosure have been placed oa the National Register of Historic
Places. Senators John G, Tower and Lloyd Bentsen and the appropriate
Representatives are being informed. A leaflet explaining the National
Register is enclosed for each of the property owners. Please withhold
any publicity on this until you have received a carbon copy of the
Congressional correspondence.

Sincerely yours,

s1gned)

Director

Enclosures

Entered in the National Register ”21“"

ccC:
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Hill County,
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San Augustine, Texas

Waller County,
Hempstead, Texas

Lampasas County,
Lampasas, Texas

Parker County,
Weatherford, Texas




