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1. NAME 

Waco Suspension Bridge 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 
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} 7 , D E S C R j P T l O N 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

• E x c e l l e n t K Good Q F a i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • U nexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

CChecJc OneJ 

• Moved [ 3 O r i g i n a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( H k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

An e a r l y suspension bridge w i t h two double cable towers of 
pink b r i c k (now stj5?ccoed) w i t h superimposed arches connecting 
the liwo p i e r s of each tower and crossing the road bed. T o l l 
houses and w a l l s terminate both ends o f the b r i d g e . The 
o r i g i n a l c r e n e l l a t i o n , pierced openings, and f i n e d e t a i l has 
been removed or stuccoed over, b u t the general l i n e s o f the 
s t r u c t u r e s are s t i l l a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y i n t e r e s t i n g . The t o l l 
houses have stepped gable r o o f s , parapets, and round arched 
openings now closed up. 
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The Waco suspension b r i d g e was the f i r s t b r i d g e across the 
Brazos r i v e r and the longest s i n g l e span suspension bridge'^ 
i n the world when i t was b u i l t . -'- I t was chartered by Waco 
stockholders November 1, 1866. Col. John T. F l i n t , P r e s i d e n t 
of the Waco Bridge Company, went t o New York and contacted the 
John A. Roebling Company (the Brooklyn Bridge was completed 
i n 1883). The engineer Thomas M. G r i f f i t h was sent t o Waco 
to design the b r i d g e . I t has a 475 f o o t span and the cable and 
pieces were t o o l e d a t eastern foundaries and shipped to 
Galveston. They were then sent on p a r t o f the way by r a i l 
and the r e s t o f the way by ox teams. Thousands and thousands 
of l o c a l b r i c k were used. 

The b r i d g e was opened January 7, 1870 and functioned f o r 
twenty years as a t o l l b r i d g e w i t h a 24 hour t o l l keeper. On 
September 1, 1889, i t was purchased by McLennan county f o r 
$75,000 and conveyed t o the c i t y f o r one d o l l a r . 

A severe f l o o d i n 1885 damaged the east approach and a 
s t e e l span was b u i l t f o r t h i s s e c t i o n . Later the windows and 
doors o f the anchor houses and towers were closed and the 
b r i c k c o n s t r u c t i o n was covered w i t h p l a s t e r . 

The b r i d g e i s s t i l l i n d a i l y use. 

O'Dowd, M. A., The Magic Bridge 
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E N T R Y N U M B E R 

1. NAME 

k /̂aco Suspens ion Brxdge C O M M O N : 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATtON 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

B r i d g e S t r e e t and Brazos R i v e r 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 
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C O D E C O U N T Y : 
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042 
C O U N T Y : 

McLennan 309 

U n i t e d < t g t ; ^ e j » - - p e p a r t m e n t o f I n t e r i o r G e o l o g i c a l Survey 
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195"6 

T O B E I N C L U D t p O N ^ A : L a ^ i > 1 A f ' S 

1. Property brounJar ies v^here requ i red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude ond longi tude reference. 

Texas Map Reference #3197-412 
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
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FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED 0 E C l S 1 9 7 b 

DATE ENTERED 

CONT! NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 10 PAGE 1 

Acreage of nomLnated proper ty : approx. 8 acres 

Quadrangle name: Waco West, Texas Scale: 1:24,000 

U T M References: A)14/677800/3493265 

B) 14/677860/3493245 
C) 14/677700/3493000 
D) 14/677600/3493085 

Verba l boundary descr ip t ion : 
The nominated proper ty is bounded by U n i v e r s i t y Parks D r i v e , Washington 

Ave. , Lake Brazos D r i v e , and F r a n k l i n Ave. 



Property ^ / L a ^ 

State Working Number 

TECHNICAL 
Photos / } 
Maps f f y c e ^ ^ 

CONTRO]^ 

Original aomiaatioa submitted v i t h simply - under 10 acres. H I S T O R I A N 
So--this documentatioQ i s aot out-of-liae with that material.' 
While t h i s i s f a i i l y arbitrary^" givea the scale of the bridge, the 
state case f o r needing additional acreage i s logical., i.e. 

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN This control sheet i s for comments re. a  
VBD being submitted for a bridge which i s already l i s t e d on the Nat'1 Register. I  
questioned the inclusion of a small bldg. which appea^rs on the USGS map. The bid  
no longer stands. I also had doubts regardingrhe size^jeft ̂ e^'oroDsed VBD. I did  
receive an answer on t h i s matter which s a t i s f i e d me. De 

^^e^'propsed VBD. I did 1 ^ / i f J L 

ARCHEOBDGIST 

OTHER 

HAER 
Inventory 

Review 

« ^ V,<ocLc <̂.:cl̂ e REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 
•^iVs <M •oJVfl^ tVjuw ^ l e i u bfCdk* i ^ ^ U U A . / * * * -

BRANCH CHIEF 

National Register Write-up 
Federal Register Entry 

Send-back 
Re-submit 

Entered 

United States Department of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 



TRUETT LATIMER 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

P. O. ROX 13276 
AU8TIM TEXAS 78711 

The Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission would l i k e to amend the National Register form 
for the Waco Suspension Bridge. Since the form was submitted i n 1970, no 
verbal"boundary description was required. To correct that lack, we have 
enclosed a new quad map, s i t e plan, and continuation sheet. 

Significance of the Bridge depends p a r t i a l l y on i t s visual impact. I t s 
towers, r i s i n g 56' above the roadbed, comprise an impressive s i t e for 
not only the surrounding neighborhoods, but also for the travelers on 
Interstate Highway 35, a few blocks to the east. Therefore, inclusion of 
the entire c i t y block i s l o g i c a l , as i t w i l l f a c i l i t a t e the continuing 
i s o l a t i o n t h i s unique structure deserves. The c i t y of Waco owns the entire 
8 acres. 

Your rapid approval of t h i s material w^^uld be greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely. 

Lissa Anderson 
Coordinator 
National Register Nominations 

LA/cm 
Enclosures 

Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation ^^^^^--v^ <*y*^"''~''^*'^^^ 
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service /^^^ ,p<^ • /V-''"^'^*^''^^ 
Pension Building / / Ct 
440 G Street, N. W. / / c ^ 9 / 
Washington, D. C. 20243 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 

W ^fistaric Prejie'rinLtwn. 
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Properties added to the National Register of Historical Places  

TEXAS 

Texas State Capitol Bxiilding Austin, Texas 

^ Waco Suspension Bridge Waco, Texas 

Wlnedale Inn Winedale, Texas 
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JUN 2 2 1970 

Mr. Snwtt Utdaar 
fiBKUtl-ve Director 
ttamm ataitm ^ctorlcal Aorvvgr Caaaittee 
lOB West StMCt 

CMBT Mr. I«ttMgrt 

VB «r« jlMMd to infom you that the historic properties listed on 

the encloevr* hsie IIMB 9l*e«d on the Itetlanel Mt̂ ifiMttBt of Bistoric 

FLaees. Seasters Xelĵ b W. Taxi»or(»itfhi ead John G. Tcmm voA the 

n̂vogparlKie Isjtapeeeutetlvee heve also been notified. Kleeee vith-

hold msy publicity on this uotil you have received a cextoi coĝ  of 

Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) 

Bmest Allen Cotutally 
Chief, Office of Archeolo(iy 

oad Historic IVeQcrvntlon 

Battered in the BstioaaX Bi8l«t«r 

c c : 

RGamble:mm 6/22/70 

jilN 2 21970 

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR 
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Hen ."-Ralph.Yrrhorou£>i 
ISii-Uxl ntateu iTcaate 
ttooi;-u.iiijUjn, D. C. 

Pear Lcrwtor i'sirborocsii: 

©re pleasitd to infcars you that the h is tor ic psroperties l l o t c d on 

o the eaclooure hr̂ vc been noL,iruaed l^y ths Htato Liaison Off icer 

y SJ «rp-iirted by t-hs CSovemor f c r tJrte iitplenentation cl ' the Ifetlcissl 
o \ 
•H VO 
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i l i s tor ic Ercscz-jatioa rro^graia i n Seĵ as end have been catext^ in to 

the r;atlonal Ke£lster of Jiistorlc lOaces. Cencttur John G. ac-ver aikl 

the upii^ropriRte Iiepreaentt^tivcs have also been 3:rrovldod v i t h th i s 

(J Z ini''^r:iBti<xi. By copy of t h i s l e t t e r , the State Liniaon Oi f i ce r , 

i.!r. ^ETuett latia.cr, iScccutlvc I l r e c t o r , Texas etate h ic to r ica l 
.a 

a % 

I I 

M -V 

• t 
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Sursrey Caa.ltteo, 106 l/est 15th Street, A\wUn, Texaa 7^(01, h»s U.^e-

vice been noti i icAi. A l e a f l e t cxiiloioinc the Katloaal Uegister I s 

cnclo.'jcd. 

Sincerely youra. 

Thomas F. Flyiin 

- - DEPUTY Director 

Enelofrurea 

liatcred in tiiC ;:<itioaal yic-JLiytcT 
JUN 2 2 1970 

c c : 
Mr. Truett Lntimer, 32xccutlve Mrector, Texas Gtate HlGtorical Survey 

Committee, lOd West i!5th Street, Austin, Texas 76701 

Duplicate l e t t e r sent t o : Hon. John G. Tower 
United States Senate 
W&.<5hlnirton. T>. C. 
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JUN 3 U 1970 

aon. W. R. Poai^ 
of Siff«sentative& 

if D. C. 

/ 

r>fir. PoafKt 

We are pleaaed to infOrs you tiriot thê Waeô  111 1^iill iiip 

VO 

i 
« 

Texas,, iiiis been noi.Tinated by the ;:t«tc Uaison Officer Gppointe<3 by 

the Governor I'or the implementcticHi of t l » Bfetlcinal ittstoric 

BNMrvatlon iMgPHI In Texas and has been entcnred into the national 

Register- of liistoric ELaees, Senetore IHCLyh V. YaTbcHroa^ and 

Jolm 0. Ikwer have also been provided with this infaraation. By 

copy of this letter, the State Liaison Officer, Mr. Sruett Latiiaer, 

Executive Director, Texas State aistarical Survey CojiHcittee, 106 

IMet 15th tvtrect, Austin, Te»8 78701, has likewise been notified. 

A leaflet explalainfc the Hatlonal Register i s enclosed. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Sgdj Thomas F. Flynn 

DEPUTY Director 

laidosinre 

Entered i a the Nstioosl Register, 
JUN 2 2 1970 

c c : 
Mr. Truett Latimer, Executive Director, Texas State Historical Survey 

Committee, 108 West 15th Street, Austin, Texas 787OI 



Texas Historical Commission 
Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 
Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 

October 10, 1974 

Norma Rowland 
Branch o f P u b l i c a t i o n s 
N a t i o n a l Register Of H i s t o r i c Places 
Department o f the I n t e r i o r 
N a t i o n a l Park Service 
18th and C S t r e e t s , N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

near Ms. Rowland: 

concerning your questions about the Lampasas county c o u r t 
house, the nomination form should be changed t o denote un
r e s t r i c t e d a c c e s s i b i l i t y t o the p u b l i c . The measurements 
you requested f o r the Waco Suspension Bridge i n c l u d e a s i x 
teen f o o t wide road across the b r i d g e and cable towers measur
in g f i f t y - s i x f e e t from the surface o f the road. 

Since the Waco Suspension Bridge was nominated, the br i d g e 
has been closed f o r motorized t r a f f i c and i s used p r e s e n t l y 
o n l y as a f o o t b r i d g e . 

There has been another change i n a r e c e n t l y accepted nomination, 
Only a few days a f t e r the " L i t t l e campus" submission was 
accepted i n September, 1974, some of the s t r u c t u r e s were 
demolished. The b u i l d i n g s r e f e r r e d t o as the c a r r i a g e house 
and the two-story b r i c k s t r u c t u r e b u i l t i n 1912 have been 
razed i n order t o create an access road a d j o i n i n g a s e c t i o n 
of I n t e r s t a t e Highway 35 under c o n s t r u c t i o n . However, the 
three most important s t r u c t u r e s i n the complex remain un-
threatened at t h i s time. 

I f you have f u r t h e r questions concerning past submissions, 
we w i l l be glad to help you. 

Si n c e r e l y , 

Marie D. Landon 
H i s t o r i a n 

MDL/dra 
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DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING W A C O , T E X A S 76703 

October 28, 1974 

Ms. Marie Landon 
Texas Historical Committee 
Box 12276 
Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 

Subject: Suspension Bridge Over the Brazos - Waco, Texas 

Dear Ms. Landon: 

Under separate cover are three blueline copies of original drawings 
concerning the Suspension Bridge about which Roger N. Conger asked 
me to send you information. The key points which you might be interested 
in are as follows: 

ORIGINAL BRIDGE - 1870 

1. Span - 475 f t . 
2. Brick Towers -

a. Height of cables from roadbed - 43'-3" 
b. Overall height from roadbed - 49'-0" 

3. Wood Trusses 
a. Bolted wood sections 
b. Total height trusses - 6'-8" 

4. Wood Roadbed 
a. Width - 18'-0" 

b. Total width wood structure - 22'-0" 

BRIDGE - REMODELED - 1914 
1. Span - 475 f t . 
2. Towers - Original brick was stuccoed. Cable height raised 

with concrete addition. Concrete arch added. Castellated 
brick removed. 

a. Height of cables from roadbed - 51'-!" 
b. Overall height from roadbed - 56'-10" 

3. Trusses - All original wood removed and replaced with steel trusses 
a. Riveted steel angles, channels, and I-beams 
b. Total height trusses - 14'-8" 



4. Roadbed - A wood roadbed was installed and two pedestrian 
walkways. Later, asphalt was installed over the wood roadbed 
(no date). 

a. Width - 18'-0" 
b. Walkway - 6'-0" - both sides 
c. Total width all steel - 34'-0" 

BRIDGE ROADBED AND WALKWAYS - 1949 

All of the roadbed and walkways were replaced to new specifications. 
Asphalt on roadbed was also installed. Since this date, roadbed 
has been repaired as needed. 

BRIDGE - 1953 TORNADO 

During the 1953 Waco tornado, the roadbed and structure were 
lifted in the center of the span and received minor damage. All 
steel was repaired as necessary to restore its vehicular useage. 

BRIDGE - 1974 

At present, detailed renovation plans are being planned as part 
of Waco's bicentennial celebration. The bridge is now used only 
for pedestrian traffic being closed to vehicular traffic in 1971. 
The bridge is planned for utilization for art shows, exhibits, 
outdoor dinners, and general public events. 

Ms. Landon, I hope that this summary has the specific information that you 
are seeking. I have now secured all drawings of the bridge in the city 
secretary's fireproof vault. The Mc Lennan County engineer also maintains 
a copy of most of the drawings that the City of Waco has at this time; however, 
our drawings are more complete. Unfortunately, we do not have the original 
drawings of the bridge; however, before the 1914 changes, a record of the ori
ginal bridge was made. Also, enclosed you w i l l find cover sheet copies and 
a bibliography copy from a report we are utilizing which may be of help to you. 

If you need any additional information, please, feel free to call. 

Sincerely, / 

DENNIS BROOKS LINAM, Associate A.I.A. 
Bicentennial Coordinator 

DBL/cb 
end s 



Texas Historical Commission 
Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 
Trtiett Latimer 
Executive Director 

November 1, 1974 

Ms. Norma Rowland 
Branch o f P u b l i c a t i o n s 
N a t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
N a t i o n a l park Service 
18th and c S t r e e t s , N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Ms, Rowland: 

Recently you wrote t o the Texas H i s t o r i c a l commission 
requesting a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n on the measurements 
o f the Waco Suspension Bridge. The i n f o r m a t i o n I 
sent t o you on October 10, 1974, was based on a 
scale drawing of the bridge included i n an a r c h i t e c 
t u r a l r e p o r t a t the U n i v e r s i t y of Texas. Yesterday, 
I received t h i s very d e t a i l e d r e p o r t from the Waco 
c i t y Planning O f f i c e and thought you might be i n t e r e s t e d 
i n the m a t e r i a l . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

Marie D. Landon 
H i s t o r i a n 

MDL/dra 
Enclosure 
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