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a p t a i n Nelson, 5~Merr e l l House 

2. LOCATION 
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A u s t i n 
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
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17. DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 
S E x c e l l e n t • Good • F< 

( C h e c k O n e ) 

I I De te r i o ra ted 

( C h e c k One) 

• A l t e r e d E U n a l t e r e d 

I I Ru ins D U nexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

CH Moved ^ O r i g i n a l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( I t k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

A two-Story symmetrical, rectangular, coursed ashlar 
limestone residence w i t h a gable roof w i t h the ridg e p a r a l l e l 
t o the long ( f r o n t ) side. There i s a five_bay-.^deep double 
g a l l e r y attached under an. extension of the main r o o f . The 
g a l l e r y has simple capped posts. The c l o s e l y spaced turned 
b a l u s t e r s have been removed. They are b e l i e v e d t o have been 
added about 1890. Simple s l a t b a l u s t e r s w i l l be i n s t a l l e d . 
At the center of the roof there i s a dominant t a l l r ectangular 
frame cupola w i t h one window i n each side and a balustraded 
Captain's Walk. Two stone chimneys are at the center of the 
ends of the house, each serving an upper and lower room. The 
lime mortar has been set out and squared o f f at the f r o n t e l e ­
v a t i o n t o more c l o s e l y resemble cut stone but the other eleva­
t i o n s are f l u s h j o i n t . '^here i s a one-story limestone e l l at 
the rear t h a t was the o r i g i n a l k i t c h e n and d i n i n g room. I t 
also has a f i r e p l a c e . There i s a one-story porch across the 
back and along the e l l , under a lean-to r o o f at the back and 
under an overshoot roof along the e l l . The main door i s nine 
paneled w i t h a seven l i g h t transom and three l i g h t s i d e l i g h t s 
w i t h panels below. The windows are s i x over s i x l i g h t double-
hung wood sash type w i t h two panel adjustable louvered wood 
sh u t t e r s opening out. The openings have f l a t arch heads. The 
pla n i s c e n t r a l w i t h a center h a l l flanked by two rooms on 
each s t o r y . There i s an open stairway t o the second f l o o r and 
an i r o n s p i r a l stairway t o the a t t i c has been added. The i n t e r ­
i o r w a l l s are o f p l a s t e r e d and pa i n t e d Limestone. The house i s 
s i t u a t e d on f a i r l y f l a t land and faces the highway. There i s 
a barn ( c . l 9 0 0 ) , hexagonal c i s t e r n house and the r u i n s of a 
stone smokehouse. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Captain Nelson M e r r e i l was a prominent A u s t i n lanOTOwner, 
Round Rock farmer, Texas Ranger, and postmaster. His notable 
two-story stone house was b u i l t i n 1870 and 1871. I t has a 
f u l l w i d t h d o u b l e f r o n t g a l l e r y and, at the center of the 
roof , an unusual and prominent t a l l r e ctangular frame cupola 
capped w i t h a balustraded Captain's Walk. The M e r r e i l House 
i s j u s t outside of Round Rock, Texas, near Brushy Creek. 

M e r r e i l was born October 14, 1810, i n Connecticut, and 
spent h i s e a r l y l i f e i n Ohio. I n 1837, he emigrated west once 
again, coming t o Texas. He j o i n e d a Dr. Kinney i n 1839 i n 
s e t t l i n g on Brushy Creek, where he devoted h i s time t o farming, 
h u n t i n g deer, and catching mustangs. 

P r i o r t o 1839, M e r r e i l was a member of Captain M. Andrew's 
company of rangers and took a prominent p a r t i n capt u r i n g the 
Flores-Cordova gang. Late i n 1839, he r a i s e d a company him­
s e l f and j o i n e d General Canales and the L i b e r a l s of Mexico 
who were warring against the C e n t r a l i s t s . M e r r e i l met, defeatejd, 
and captured General Parbon at Alcantara, but u l t i m a t e l y the 
Merrell-Canales campaign f a i l e d and the Texans returned t o 
t h e i r homes n o r t h o f the Rio Grande. 

I n 1840, M e r r e i l married Rachel McKennon i n Aus t i n , and 
f o r the next t w e n t y - f i v e years much o f h i s l i f e centered 
around the growth of A u s t i n and Tra v i s County. By 1846 he was 
l i v i n g on Walnut Creek, where a p o s t o f f i c e was esta b l i s h e d and 
he was appointed postmaster. I n A u s t i n , M e r r e i l was responsible 
f o r l a y i n g out the c i t y s t r e e t s ; September 30, 1861, he was 
commissioned as manager o f the Lunatic Asylum(sic). 

M e r r e i l ' s f i r s t w i f e died September 2, 1862, and he mar­
r i e d Martha Jane Pennington August 2, 1864. Then, i n 1870, 
he h i r e d A. Smith t o b u i l d a stone house on Brushy Creek t o 
replace h i s f i r s t frame residence on the same s i t e . Smith 
completed the home May 1, 1871. I t has remained l a r g e l y unal­
t e r e d except f o r the c l o s i n g i n of p a r t of the L-shaped rear 
veranda and f r ^ i e k i t c h e n a d d i t i o n t o the n o r t h . I n the 
r e s t o r a t i o n now i n progress these a d d i t i o n s have been removed 

(see c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #1) 
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Alexander , D . B . Texas Homes of the Nineteenth Century . A u s t i n 
1966. 

Anderson, Mrs. E m i l . "Nelson Merre l l -Commiss ions and B i o g r a p h i ­
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1965. Round Rock, 1965. 
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8. (cont'd) 
and the house i s being put back i n t o i t s o r i g i n a l e x t e r i o r 
appearance by Wayne B e l l , a r c h i t e c t and present owner of the 
property. V i c t o r i a n b a l u s t e r s added around 1890 are being 
removed. They w i l l be replaced by square, simple b a l u s t e r s 
which were found on the rear veranda and also as shims under the 
f r o n t veranda. Plans are t o continue t o use the house as a r e s i ­
dence. Modern conveniences w i l l be i n s t a l l e d but no new w a l l s 
or s t r u c t u r a l changes are t o be made. 
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9. (cont'd) 

Personal Papers, accounts and records of Captain Nelson 
M e r r e i l . Mrs. A.J, Crumley, Copperas Cove, Texas. 

Webb, Walter Prescott, ed. Handbook of Texas. Austin, 1952. 
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3. MAP R E F E R E N C E 

United States Department of the I n t e r i o r Geological Survey 
.UE: 1:62500 

'ATE: 1923-25 . r e v i s e d 1949 
4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundories where requi red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude reference. 

Texas Map Reference #3097-310 
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