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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

| frame cupola with one window in each side and a balustraded

A two-story symmetrical, rectangular, coursed ashlar
limestone residence with a gable roof with the ridge parallel
to the long (front) side. There is a five bay deep double
gallery attached under an extension of the main roof., The
gallery has simple capped posts. The closely spaced turned
balusters have been removed. They are believed to have been
added about 1890. Simple slat balusters will be installed.

At the center of the roof there is a dominant tall rectangular

Captain's Walk. Two stone chimneys are at the center of the
ends of the house, each serving an upper and lower room. The
lime mortar has been set out and sguared off at the front ele-
vation to more closely resemble cut stone but the other eleva-
tions are flush joint. There is a one-story limestone ell at
the rear that was the original kitchen and dining room. It
also has a fireplace. There is a one-story porch across the
back and along the ell, under a lean-to roof at the back and
under an overshoot roof along the ell. The main door is nine
paneled with a seven light transom and thrze light sidelights
with panels below. The windows are six over six light double-
hung wood sash type with two panel adjustable louvered wood
shutters opening out. The openings have flat arch heads. The
plan is central with a center hall flanked by two rooms on
each story. There is an open stairway to the second floor and
an iron spiral stairway to the attic has been added. The inter-
ior walls are of plastered and painted li mestone. The houseis
situated on fairly flat land and faces the highway. There is
a barn (c.1900), hexagonal cistern house and the ruins of a
stone smokehouse. By
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE -

F Captain Nelson Merrell was a prominent Austin lald~Owner,
Round Rock farmer, Texas Ranger, and postmaster. His notable
two-story stone house was built in 1870 and 1871. It has a
full width double front gallery and, at the center of the
roof, an unusual and prominent tall rectangular frame cupola
capped with a balustraded Captain's Walk. The Merrell House
is just outside of Round Rock, Texas, near Brushy Creek.

Merrell was born October 14, 1810, in Connecticut, and
spent his early life in Ohio. 1In 1837, he emigrated west once
again, coming to Texas. He joined a Dr. Kinney in 1839 in
settling on Brushy Creek, where he devoted his time to farming,
hunting deer, and catching mustangs.

Prior to 1839, Merrell was a member of Captain M. Andrew's
company of rangers and took a prominent part in capturing the
Flores-Cordova gang. Late in 1839, he raised a company him-
self and joined General Canales and the Liberals of Mexico
who were warring against the Centralists. Merrell met, defeated,
and captured General Parbon at Alcantara, but ultimately the
Merrell-Canales campaign failed and the Texans returned to
their homes north of the Rio Grande.

In 1840, Merrell married Rachel McKennon in Austin, and
for the next twenty-five years much of his life centered
around the growth of Austin and Travis County. By 1846 he was
living on Walnut Creek, where a postoffice was established and
he was appointed postmaster. 1In Austin,Merrell was responsible
for laying out the city streets; September 30, 1861, he was
commissioned as manager of the Lunatic Asylum(sic).

Merrell's first wife died September 2, 1862, and he mar-
ried Martha Jane Pennington August 2, 1864. Then, in 1870,
he hired A. Smith to build a stone house on Brushy Creek to
replace his first frame residence on the same site. Smith
completed the home May 1, 1871. It has remained largely unal-
tered except for the closing in of part of the L-shaped rear
veranda and frame kitchen addition to the north. 1In the
restoration now in progress these additions have been removed

(see continuation sheet #1)
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AISON OFFICER CERTIFICAION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Par
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8. (cont'd)
and the house is being put back into its original exterior
appearance by Wayne Bell, architect and present owner of the
property. Victorian balusters added around 1890 are being
removed. They will be replaced by square, simple balusters
which were found on the rear veranda and also as shims under the
front veranda. Plans are to continue to use the house as a resi-
dence. Modern conveniences will be installed but no new walls
or structural changes are to be made.
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Personal Papers, accounts and records of Captain Nelson
Merrell. Mrs. A.J. Crumley, Copperas Cove, Texas.

Webb, Walter Prescott, ed. Handbook of Texas. Austin, 1952.
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A — Captain Nelson Merrell House

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUM BER:

US highway 79,

CITY OR TOWN:

Round Rock

STATE: CODE |COUNTY: T N¥ooe

Texas 042 491
\P REFERENCE o T

SOURCE:

. United States Department of the Interior Geological Survey
CALE: -~

pate: 1923-25, revised 1949

MENTS
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required. Texas Map Reference #3097-310

2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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Myr. Truett Latimer
Executiva Director
Texas State Historical Survev

Committee
Post Office Eox 12276
capitol Statiom =
Austin, Texas 78711
Dea> Mr. Latimer:

We are pleased to inform you that the historic properties listed on

the enclosure have been placad on the uational Register of Historic

Places. Senators Ralph W. Yarborough and John A. Tower and the

appropriate Representatives have also been notifisd,  Please with-

hold any publicity on this until vou have received a carbon copy of

the Congressional corraspondence.

Sincerely yours,

A1 en Connally

. Fnnost Ak

Trnest Allen Connally
Chief, Dffice of Archeology
and Historic Preservation

Enclosure g
o Tal e
OCT 1413h}

£ntered in the Hational Realster
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Proporties added to the Mational Ragister of iistoric Places

TEXAS
Pampall-Davy Youse

French liome Trading Post

Fort Houss

Herra2ll (Carcain Melson) Houze
Innt abt BErashy Creek

Milas Canvon

Fredegicksburg Historic District

Brenham, Texas
Baaumont, Texas

Waco, Te=zas

Round Rock, Texas
Round Xock, Texas
Langtrv, Texas
Fredaricksburg, Toxzag
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Director, Southwest Region
Mr. Melvin

LL:

HR

0CT 27 1979

HIC-BR

Hon. Ralnh ®W. Yarborough
United Stataes fanztin
Rashington, . C.
Doar Sensior Yarborowgn
s sre vleased to iaform vou that tha histerle propsriles listed on
the entiosars ﬁave Leon posinated by Libe State Lisdison Officer
arsodntzd by the Gavarn#z for the implewentation of ths HUational
fisterie Preservation Progras in Texax end have been eutered Iinto
tha Hatioszal Reglstsy df piatoric vlaces. Senator Juha G. Towsr and
the aprrovriate Rerresentatives have aleo baen provided with this
infornstica. By copy of this letier, the Stake Liatsex Officer,
nr. Trast: Latiuer, Szesutive Divector, Texaaz State Zistorizal Sarvey
Committes, Tost Offica Bow 12274, Caplitol sStatien, Rustin, Texas 74711,
has likewise besn aotifiad., 3 laaflet explaining tha Natienal Pagisler
iz saclaeszad, |

Biscersly ymirs,

IABTA O

(SGD) CECT\GE B. h“u\ALU\J, JR._
Dirootoy

tnelosurss OCT 14 1970

intered la tha wational Register e

cc: Mr. Truett Latimer, Executive Director, Texas State Historical Survey

:
& nat Office Zox 122768, Caniwol Station, Austin, Texas 73711

ronmiities,
purlicate lettsr sent teo: Hon. John G. Tower
United States “enate
Wasiington, D. C.
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Panpell-Day Haouse

Trench Home Trading Tost e
Foxt Housa

Merrell (Captain Nelsou) House
Int at Brushy Cresak

¥ile Canyon

Fredericksburg Hiastoric District

A

1

Brernhan, Texag'
Beaursont, Texas

Wago, Toxas

Round Rogk, Tsxas
Round Rock, Texas
Lanctry, Texzan
!‘rodt‘érickcbuzq, Texas
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Hom. 3. J. (Yake) Pisklie 2/ 05 3

Boune of Rseresentatives
“mm; Bt g!

Desr Hr. Plckle:

¥s are pleased to infors you that the histeric properties listed oa

the snclosurs have bean nomisated by the State Liaison Offiser

appeintad by the Jovernor for the implementatien of the National

Historic Prassyvation Program ism Texas and have besn eaterad into

the Hational Registar of iistoric Places. Senators Ralrh ¥. Yarhorsugh

and Johw G. Tower have alse Lesn providad with this infermstion. By

cepy of this letter, the State Liaisen Officer, Mr. Trustt Latimer,

ixecutive Diregtor, Texas Stats Sistorical Survey Committes, Post

Cffice Hor 12276, Capitel Station, Rustin, Texas 78711, has 1ikewiss

buen netifisd. A leaflst sxplaining the Wational Rtgi&m is anclosed.
Sincarely vours,

(SGD) GEORGE B. HARTZOG, JR.

Vidl

oirectoer

Enelosures
Fatersd in the Hational Register

ocr 4 4 1970

S Y i

ec: Mr. Truett Latimer, Executive Director, Texas State Historical Survey

Committee, Post Office Box 12276, Capitol statiom, Austin, Texas 78711

Director, Southwest Region







