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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Littlefield Housecis a two story residence with raised

basement, attic, and towers. It 1is built of carefully laid

the plan shows the main hall and entrance to be nearly central,
typical of the plan favored in Texas, every deviee was used to
mask this in the facade. The main drawing room on the west and
the bedroom above swell out in a large semi-circle. The wrap-
around double veranda and almost full cylinder of the library
or+ede and turret effectively fool the eye. The combination
sets the center entrance and tower visually off-center. Irregu-
larity and asymmetry are emphasized still further by an exhuber-
ant and varied outline, especially at the roof line. At the
front, each element of the interior is marked by a new inven-
tion in shape and height of roof adornment. Above the bay of
the drawing room and its curving balustrade, a rich Renaissance
framed window is set back as a dormer im a convex Mansard roof.
The richest stone work is here, marking the most formal room.
Applied columns with fanciful Corinthian capitals mark the
divisions between the carefully curved windows on both floors.
Carved garlands of leaves, berries, and ribbons swing between
the capitals, and the acanthus volute brackets are very closely
spaced. The front door and main entrance receives emphasis
with a split set of three polished blue granite columns at each
level. Rising above the main entrance to a full three stories
is the tallest tower ot the house. Arched and pedimented sham
dormers and circular opgnings punctuate a lofty pyramid.
Patterned and colored slate shingles are the roofing material
for the towers. Some of the urns and ornaments have been lost
but not the spectacular effect.

A two story veranda wraps around the southeast corner of
the house. This, too, is a common feature in Texas houses at
this time. Here @t repeats the curves of the house. The porch
floors are paved with red cermaic tile and the railings and
columns are of cast and wrought iron, painted green. This
delicate iron work may have come from a local company as it
is seen in other Austin homes of this period. There is a slight
freedom in the design in the Littlefield House indicating that
the designer of this iron detail may have brushed with some of
the ideas that emerged this same year in Europe as Art Nouveau.
The double front and side doors and their fan lights are covered
with fine wrought iron embroidery. Here, and in other places
in stone, Littlefield's initials appear, showing that ewverything
was custom work. The details of the two sides are continued
with care, but the lavish ornament is concentrated at the front

ekEéllent dark red-brown brick with red sandstone trim. Although

of the house. There is a handsome porte cochere on the northeag
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corner and a carriage house of the same brick and with a central
cupola at the rear of the property. The architect was James
Wahrenberger of San Antonio and the house was occupied in 1894.

The interior floor plan is basically that of central hall wit!
two main rooms on either side. A cross hall houses a grand three
string staircase. All walls of the principal rooms have a high
wood wainscot capped with an eight-inch strip of ornate pressed
board. A plaster frieze forms the tops of most walls. There are
ornate overdoors and mantels. The gold and white drawing room
containsa floor-to-ceiling framed mirror and a ceiling mural,
both possibly later additions. The second floor plan is basically
the same as the first. The servants' bedrooms were behind the
four family bedrooms and were a slightly later addition. The
house was wired for electricity and also has natural gas and there
was one large upstairs bathroom.

A low sandstone wall encloses the property which is appro-
priately landscaped. The building has been restored with the
downstairs rooms to be furnished in period pieces and with the
upstairs and carriage house converted into offices.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Littlefield House was built in 1893 by a Texas cattle
millionaire, Col. George Washington Littlefield. 1Its pictur-=
esque silhouette, architectural embroider§:‘5hd somber color
contrast strongly with the heavy tile roofs and buff brick and
cream limestone buildings of Mediterranean Renaissance derivatig
or contemporary limestone and brick structures of the University

point and as relief. It serves symbolically as the only real
reminder of the past of a university that is older than it now
looks and as an architectural heritage of Texas' Gay Nineties.
The house is not only a symbol of an era and the early Universit
but it also stands for a type of man nearly forgotten. The
generous millionaire, sharp and honest in his business and pers
sonal dealings, who holds tremendous confidence in his own
rightful importance may still exist. But Littlefield was also
a sort of man who no longer lives anywhere. He was relatively
unlettered and his correspondence is a fascinating puzzle of
unpunctuated sentences and strange spelling. He was a proud
"Texian" who had risen from Second Sergeant to Major in Terry's
Texas Rangers. An ardent Southerner, born in Mississippi in
1842 but in Texas by the time he was eight.

Littlefield was seriously wounded during the Civil war.
He made his fortune initially in early cattle drives to better
markets in the North. He used the profits on new investments
in more cattle but also on other unrelated businesses. He
founded the American National Bank of Austin and invested in
real estate. At the time he built this home he was vwner of
the Driskill Hotel in Austin.” He was a patriarch with no
children of his own, electiﬁg instead to become head-of=the-
family to a great number of nieces and nephews, and to their
children in turn. Eventually he gave more than two million
dollars to the University and was a Regent from 1911 until
immediately before his death. Among his gifts were the Wrenn

Library and the Littlefield Fund for Southern History, the
*

Already submitted to National Register

of Texas campus. However, it fits surprisingly well as counter+
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Alice Littlefield Dormitory, in honor of his wife, and the paving
of the "perip", the sidewalk that encircled the forty acre campus,
as well asmoney for a great fountain honoring his own personal
heroes. When he died in 1920, he willed his home to the Universit

There was a simple, but serious, purpose in building a house
¥ike the Littlefield House. Such houses were overstated and some-
times bombastic, composed from hybrid sources, but they meant
status in the community and proof of position to their owners.

They were meant to impress.
sophisticated New Englander
although these too could be

They were not the houses of the
building in the Shingle Style,
gquite ostentatious. This house is

of a character specifically Texan
Second Empire forms.

Recorded Texas Historxic Landmark -

especially in its late use of

1964.

)
J

11 1970




IOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Williamson, Roxanne. "The Littlefield Legacy!. Image 4,
(Austin, The University of Texas, 1966).
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112. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAIION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
. 89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the Nati

level of signifi

al Park Service. The recommended

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preser

AUG 25 1970
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National
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Mr, Truett Latimer

Executive Director

Texas State Historical Survey Coumittee

Post Office Box 12276

Capitcl Ctation

106 West 15th GStreet

Austin, Texas TETOL

Dear Mr. Latiner:

Ve are plessed to iuform you that the historie propertles ué‘ced on
the enclosure have been placed con the Hatlonal Regleter of Historle
" Places. Senators Ralph W. Yerborough end John G. Tower and the
approprinte Representatives have also been notified. Please withe-
hold eny publicity ou thls until you heve received a carbon copy of
the Congressional correspondence.

Sincerely yours,

/5] Ernost Flien Comnally
Irnect Allen Connally

Chief, Office of Archeology
and M¥istorie Preservation

Rclosurs AUG 2 & 1970

Entered in the National Reglster
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Properties added to the FRationsl Regleter of Historic FPlaces

 TEXAS
Bichop's Palace Galveston, Texas
014 Iend Office Building Austin, Texas
Barker History Cewtex Austing Tems
Feill-Cochran House Austin, Texas
014 Poat Office and s

Pederal Bullding Austin, Texas

Woodlevn Auvsting Texns
The Covernor's Mansion Austin, Texas
Gethsecane Lutheran Church Austin, Texas
Hollamon House (Frskine House §1  Seguin, Texas
Carzington-Covert ilouse Austin, Texas .
Klein (Stephen) House Hew Braunfels, Texas
Schubert House Giddings, Texas
Tinnen House CGeorpgetown, Texas
Sedberry iouse Jeiffernon, Texas
Sebastopel (Zorn House) Becuin, Texas

Liittiesrield House Austin, Texss

- 0ld Galveston Custowm House Galveeton, Texas
Ceptein Singleton House Jeiferson, Texas
Lindheliuver Home . Bew Brounfels, Texas
Captain Willlam Perry House Jefferson, Texes

Beard [oose  Jeiferson, Texaa



ce:

Ll~Mr. Melvin

4

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR

8/13/70

RGamble som

H30=aR

Bone Jo Jo {Fake) z’ic}:ia

Pouse of Fepresextuilives

Vasnington,; 8. Ce

Desy ¥g. Pleklet

Pe are pleased tci infors you thet the sistorie ;xrr-:ﬁ::ertim lizted on

£h8 emoloswre have besn mociosted by the Otate Lisisem Officsr
appointed by the Guveracr for the lzplasentation &'i’; the Batiozal
Historic ?reaérvatim Progras In Taxes a5 have if«wm entered ifnte
the Fetismel Begister of @istoric Ploces. Censtors Ralph We Yerbovougs
a8 John G Tower bave siss been provided with this Infurmstien. &y
copy of tile letter, the Liste Lisinen Officer, iv. Truelt iatizer,
Execwilve idrector, Temas State Mistoricel Survey Comsitles, Fost vifice
Box 12276, Capitol Statiom, 100 Gest 15{h Etreet, Austlsm, Yexas TCTOL,
hos lixevice been motified. A learlet expluinivg the ationsl Reglater

is enclosed
Elzcerely yours,
(SGD) GELRGE £ HARTZOG, TR
Pirector

Inclofwres

AUG 51
cCs
Mr. Truett Latimer, Executive Director, Texas Stute Historicel Survey Cownlttee,

Po U. Box 12970, Cupitol station, 100 We 15th 8t., Austin, Texas ToiC1

Dirvector, Southwest Reglon
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