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The L i t t l e f i e l d House i s a two s t o r y residence w i t h r a i s e d 
basement, a t t i c , and towers. I t i s b u i l t of c a r e f u l l y l a i d 
e x c e l l e n t dark red-brown b r i c k w i t h red sandstone t r i m . Althoudh 
the p l a n shows the main h a l l and entrance t o be nearly c e n t r a l , 
t y p i c a l of the pl a n favored i n Texas, every device was used t o 
mask t h i s i n the facade. The main drawing room on the west and 
the bedroom above s w e l l out i n a larg e s e m i - c i r c l e . The wrap­
around double veranda and almost f u l l c y l i n d e r of the l i b r a r y 
o r i o l e and t u r r e t e f f e c t i v e l y f o o l the eye. The combination 
sets the center entrance and tower v i s u a l l y o f f - c e n t e r . I r r e g u ­
l a r i t y and asymmetry are emphasized s t i l l f u r t h e r by an exhuber-
ant and v a r i e d o u t l i n e , e s p e c i a l l y at the roof l i n e . At the 
f r o n t , each element of the i n t e r i o r i s marked by a new inven­
t i o n i n shape and h e i g h t of roof adornment. Above the bay of 
the drawing room and i t s c urving balustrade, a r i c h Renaissance 
framed window i s set back as a dormer i n a convex Mansard ro o f . 
The r i c h e s t stone work i s here, marking the most formal room. 
Applied columns w i t h f a n c i f u l C o r i n t h i a n c a p i t a l s mark the 
d i v i s i o n s between the c a r e f u l l y curved windows on both f l o o r s . 
Carved garlands of leaves, b e r r i e s , and ribbons swing between 
the c a p i t a l s , and the acanthus v o l u t e brackets are very c l o s e l y 
spaced. The f r o n t door and main entrance receives emphasis 
w i t h a s p l i t set o f three p o l i s h e d blue g r a n i t e columns a t each 
l e v e l . Rising above the main entrance t o a f u l l three s t o r i e s 
i s the t a l l e s t tower o t the house. Arched and pedimented sham 
dormers and c i r c u l a r openings punctuate a l o f t y pyramid. 
Patterned and colored s l a t e shingles are the r o o f i n g m a t e r i a l 
f o r the towers. Some of the urns and ornaments have been l o s t 
but not the spectacular e f f e c t . 

A two s t o r y veranda wraps around the southeast corner of 
the house. This, too, i s a common fe a t u r e i n Texas houses at 
t h i s time. Here i t repeats the curves of the house. The porch 
f l o o r s are paved w i t h red cermaic t i l e and the r a i l i n g s and 
columns are of cast and wrought i r o n , p a i n t e d green. This 
d e l i c a t e i r o n work may have come from a l o c a l company as i t 
i s seen i n other A u s t i n homes of t h i s p e r i o d . There i s a s l i g h t 
freedom i n the design i n the L i t t l e f i e l d House i n d i c a t i n g t h a t 
the designer of t h i s i r o n d e t a i l may have brushed w i t h some of 
the ideas t h a t emerged t h i s same year i n Europe as A r t Nouveau. 
The double f r o n t and side doors and t h e i r fan l i g h t s are covered 
w i t h f i n e wrought i r o n embroidery. Here, and i n other places 
i n stone, L i t t l e f i e l d ' s i n i t i a l s appear, showing t h a t everything 
was custom work. The d e t a i l s o f the two sides are continued 
w i t h care, but the l a v i s h ornament i s concentrated at the f r o n t 
of the house. There i s a handsome p o r t e cochere on the northeas 
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corner and a car r i a g e house of the same b r i c k and w i t h a c e n t r a l 
cupola at the tea r of the p r o p e r t y . The a r c h i t e c t was James 
Wahrenberger of San Antonio and the house was occupied i n 1894. 

The i n t e r i o r f l o o r p lan i s b a s i c a l l y t h a t of c e n t r a l h a l l w i t 
two main rooms on e i t h e r side. A cross h a l l houses a grand three 
s t r i n g s t a i r c a s e . A l l w a l l s of the p r i n c i p a l rooms have a high 
wood wainscot capped w i t h an e i g h t - i n c h s t r i p of ornate pressed 
board. A p l a s t e r f r i e z e forms the tops of most w a l l s . There are 
ornate overdoors and mantels. The gold and white drawing room 
contains a f l o o r - t o - c e i l i n g framed m i r r o r and a c e i l i n g mural, 
both p o s s i b l y l a t e r a d d i t i o n s . The second f l o o r p l a n i s b a s i c a l l y 
the same as the f i r s t . The servants' bedrooms were behind the 
four f a m i l y bedrooms and were a s l i g h t l y l a t e r a d d i t i o n . The 
house was wired f o r e l e c t r i c i t y and also has n a t u r a l gas and there 
was one large u p s t a i r s bathroom. 

A low sandstone w a l l encloses the property which i s appro­
p r i a t e l y landscaped. The b u i l d i n g has been r e s t o r e d w i t h the 
downstairs rooms t o be fu r n i s h e d i n p e r i o d pieces and w i t h the 
u p s t a i r s and car r i a g e house converted i n t o o f f i c e s . 
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The L i t t l e f i e l d House was b u i l t i n 1893 by a Texas c a t t l e 
m i l l i o n a i r e , Col. George Washington L i t t l e f i e l d . I t s pictur<-
esque s i l h o u e t t e , a r c h i t e c t u r a l embroidery, and somber c o l o r 
c o n t r a s t s t r o n g l y w i t h the heavy t i l e r o o f s and b u f f b r i c k and 
cream limestone b u i l d i n g s of Mediterranean Renaissance d e r i v a t i c i n 
or contemporary limestone and b r i c k s t r u c t u r e s o f the University 
of Texas campus. However, i t f i t s s u r p r i s i n g l y w e l l as counter 
p o i n t and as r e l i e f . I t serves s y m b o l i c a l l y as the only r e a l 
reminder of the past of a u n i v e r s i t y t h a t i s o l d e r than i t now 
looks and as an a r c h i t e c t u r a l h e r i t a g e of Texas' Gay N i n e t i e s . 
The house i s not only a symbol of an era and the e a r l y U n i v e r s i 
but i t also stands f o r a type of man ne a r l y f o r g o t t e n . The 
generous m i l l i o n a i r e , sharp and honest i n h i s business and peri-
sonal dealings, who holds tremendous confidence i n h i s own 
r i g h t f u l importance may s t i l l e x i s t . But L i t t l e f i e l d was also 
a s o r t of man who no longer l i v e s anywhere. He was r e l a t i v e l y 
u n l e t t e r e d and h i s correspondence i s a f a s c i n a t i n g puzzle of 
unpunctuated sentences and strange s p e l l i n g . He was a proud 
"Texian" who had r i s e n from Second Sergeant t o Major i n Terry's 
Texas Rangers. An ardent Southerner, born i n M i s s i s s i p p i i n 
1842 but i n Texas by the time he was e i g h t . 

L i t t l e f i e l d was s e r i o u s l y wounded during the C i v i l War. 
He made h i s f o r t u n e i n i t i a l l y i n e a r l y c a t t l e d r i v e s t o b e t t e r 
markets i n the North. He used the p r o f i t s on new investments 
i n more c a t t l e but also on other u n r e l a t e d businesses. He 
founded the American N a t i o n a l Bank of A u s t i n and invested i n 
r e a l e s t a t e . At the time he b u i l t t h i s home he was owner of 
the D r i s k i l l Hotel i n A u s t i n . He was a p a t r i a r c h w i t h no 
c h i l d r e n of h i s own, e l e c t i i ^ ^ i n s t e a d t o become head-of-the-
f a m i l y t o a great number o f nieces and nephews, and t o t h e i r 
c h i l d r e n i n t u r n . E ventually he gave more than two m i l l i o n 
d o l l a r s t o the U n i v e r s i t y and was a Regent from 1911 u n t i l 
immediately before h i s death. Among h i s g i f t s were the Wrenn 
L i b r a r y and the L i t t l e f i e l d Fund f o r Southern H i s t o r y , the 
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A l i c e L i t t l e f i e l d Dormitory, i n honor of h i s w i f e , and the paving 
of the " p e r i p " , the sidewalk t h a t e n c i r c l e d the f o r t y acre campus, 
as w e l l as money f o r a great f o u n t a i n honoring h i s own personal 
heroes. When he died i n 1920, he w i l l e d h i s home t o the U n i v e r s i t y 

There was a simple, but serious, purpose i n b u i l d i n g a house 
l i k e the L i t t l e f i e l d House. Such houses were overstated and some­
times bombastic, composed from h y b r i d sources, but they meant 
status i n the community and proof of p o s i t i o n t o t h e i r owners. 
They were meant t o impress. They were not the houses of the 
so p h i s t i c a t e d New Englander b u i l d i n g i n the Shingle S t y l e , 
although these too could be g u i t e o s t e n t a t i o u s . This house i s 
of a character s p e c i f i c a l l y Texan e s p e c i a l l y i n i t s l a t e use of 
Second Empire forms. 

Recorded Texas H i s t o r i c Landmark - 1954. 

• 
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and }£lGtorlc Pre&ervation 

.AUG 2 5 1970 
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siid JoJia G« Tosirer bava cdaa Itaaa w^>^i(i^ v l i ' i t?.:ife inftartaalliia* 21/ 

<fopy of tiil© le t ter , tisa utitte Liaifiu^n Officer, :-r. T n « t t I^tljuer, 

FxftcuSiiva Mr«;"t3r, T««as State HlstJ-^rieal t^iarwy Cori^ittcft; K>»t ^v-fficci 

Sox 1^276, Oapifcol iitatioB, lOo t-i€*t 2,5tb S-tract, Austla, Texsis '/cTOl, 

1*&8 lU^«i.'lea beea nutiflesi. A le^f la t «»plaiair.c; tjie SatlQaiil f^fiiiistise 

l«s er*clo«e<5« 

I;iiiccr«ily ycna's, 

o 

I 
o ec: 

intarcs! i n tha Ifetiooel f:e::;l£t«r 

Pire4:tar 

5 ?970 

!<Sr. Truett Lntimer, Executive Director, Tcx-as Btute Historical Sxirvcy Co;.,;iittee, 
P. 0. Box I2'f'/J, C.'^iitol ;vtatiun, la./ W". 15tn i i t . , Auntin. Tcxa;= '(uYOl 

Director, Southwest Pet̂ ion 
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U£iited .'•t'̂ iteis wsmve 
Wft«saiiii,toa, B. e« 

SEP 1 6 1970 

Dear Saotttor larboroui^t 

Ve ere plesj&ed t- i Snft?rs8 yoa ii:6t the blr.t«iric properties li^ta^'J oa 

tiia ersclQvurts have h^m aatffciasiteti by tij« £;tBte ULair.oa Officer 

appointees by the Governor f»>r tr.c l?5pXeseRt-atloa of Ute Jftiticja-Jl 

rltstoric iVeterratloa i's^^r^m i n Texas and iiava baaa <fatered intu> 

^ t&a Ratlofx*! Beglstcr of Htatoric jPlaess. JiCnattT Jcliu 0« Tô âr aiid 

00 
i5ie «ppr>iprlaia I5cpr»s&{a5tativea fc«,v« a3.anj beoa provided -wltU t^iis 

iaforjiKiticsa, By coiy of th is . le t ter , the i:tat© Liaison Officer, 

i ^ t Tri^f t t Latiear, .iixceutive tixecUit, Texas £tat« mstoricai r,urv€y 

I Ci^aslttce, Bist GffSc« Box lS:?"tt>, Capitol t t e t l e « , 106 Meait l?iU i.;tr««t, 

|H Austin, Texa» 7^701, bos Xlkeviy-e beea aotified. A leaflet ejcplaii^lag 

the S3tioa«l Kasister la eneloeed. 

(2 ̂  

« 1^ H 

fejlaces'cly yours, 

(SGD) GEORG: B. HARTZOG, JR. 

Director 

Enclosurefi 

Eat«red l a the l&tioiisl Reslfcter '^^^ - 5 ?S77? 

cc : 
i!r. Truett Lr\tir_er, J-xccutive lUrcct'.r, TC;;:T r tRtc ii i : : tcricftl li-ja-zcy Cour.ittee, 

P.O. Box 12276, Cjipitoi litatioij , lOo \ l . I'pth St. , Austia, Texas 7d70i 

Eupilc&te letter scat to : Hoa. Joliu G. Totfer 
United Cii tes iienate 

Jteii>ilniAon. D. C-



• 
Properties added ^ tfca Ijatlon^-a li«^&tcr ef iUatoriis Plocaa 

BislK?p*» J^aca 
{4.5 C'ffica Buiiaij^s 
JSar'â r Jiiatoa^ C<̂ atfer 
Seill*€c!f:reaa u&ase 
Old Por,t Cffiaa ix&i 

jpadci'^il B t i i i d iS i i 

Cf€th£©-xana Lttt;sar«a Ciaarch 

Cfirria;rW£3f-C3fyert ivsu;*© 
Kieia (Utcpiiaa) Svusa 

liJinfiii }i<jusa  
6adb<j«T/ iaiouac  
J5«barrtop:d. (Zom House)  
Bittl&jri&Id aoua-e 

Id Galvtfttca Cu;>toa 
C^sptiiia ti&v'letoa ^imi^c-

Cspt̂ ast ^rilliiJSii f orry Hosssa 
Bc?.ird ii-.m.£a 

Cslvc-stoa, Tajsfts 
Auatiii, 'iexasft 
Austin, Texaa 
AusrUa, Texas 

Aastia, Texes 
Austia, 'ifesaa 
Austin, Tisxaa 
AUfftin, Texas 

1) 2a£:^< Tcxaa 
Au;jtin, Tcas3 
rJâ i Brav\»fels, T«sr«:.a 
Gi*54irH',3, Taxft-* 
Cacsr/'ctjya, T^x'ss 
Jafi'<?:ri'oa, Tesas 
5«:^uia, Texiia 
Auutia, TaxjAa 

Jari'oraiia, Texas 
S '̂.^uafais, Tasaa 

Jofffer&oa, T<e3?,&:i 
xJaiXersoa, Taxa;* 


