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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A simple brick Gothic revival church with graceful propor-
tions now on the extended Capitol grounds. The church is raised
on a limestone basement and is built of tan used handmade Austin
brick from the 1852 Capitol builddng. The church is rectangular
in plan and has a tall front central bell tower. The paneled
double doors are from the old Main building at the University
of Texas and are set in a lancet arched opening with a stained
glass fan light. The second stage of the bell tower has a tall
lancet stained glass window with brick hood mold and the tower
is capped by a wide cornice and delicate Carpenter Gothic cupola
and cross. The brick string courses are handsome. The sides
are buttressed with five stained glass windows each and there
is a small apse rather like a large bay window with three lancet
arched stained glass windows and is finished in the interior
as an arched nitch. There is a patterned pressed tin roof.

The interior is plastered. The sanctuary is raised and the
is a choir loft at the entrance end.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

On December 12, 1868, the first Swedish Lutheran Church
services were held by Swedish immigrants in Austin. The church,
built at ninth and Guadalupe Streets, was organized by the
Swedish Consul, Swante Palm, and represented not only the first
Lutheran church in Travis County, but also the first Swedish
Lutheran church in Texas.

Late in 1882, the congregation decided to move their

behind the state Capitol. They bought the new property for
$1,600 and sold their first church to the African Methodist
Church for $900. They hired Fredric Reichow as master-builder
and foreman of the construction; S.A. Carlson, contractor; and
August Swenson, architect.

In the interests of economizing on building and material
fees, the congregation did much of the construction work them-
selves. 1In addition, they salvaged bricks and stones from the
old state Capitol which had burned down in 1881. They retrieved
the doors of the old Main Building at the University of Texas
when it was dismantled in 1934, and used them as the front doorgd
for the church.

Gethsemane was completed in 1883. The architecture is
typical of early rural churches in Sweden. In addition, it is
such an outstanding example of early Texas architecture, that
it was featured on the cover of Texas Architect, April, 1963.
Measurements for Gethsemane Church are preserved in the Library
of Congress.

In 1962, the church was recorded as a Texas His torical Land
mark, and three years later the Texas Legislature voted to
acquire Gethsemane. They have decided to use the church as a
museum and a place of "rest and meditation."

church and build a new structure on a piece of high land directly

|
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

Park Service.

forth by the Natio

level of signific

e of this nomination i

National Statey, K]

Name

State Liaison Officer

Title

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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United .States Department of Interior Geological Survey
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1:24000

DATE:
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3.

Property broundaries where required. Texas Map Reference #3097-242

North arrow.

Latitude and longitude reference.
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Sttty AUG 2 51979

Hr. Truett Latimer

Executive Director

Texas State Historical Survey Comaittee

Posty Office Box 12276

Cepitel Ctation

100 West l5th Street

Austin, Texas TETOL

Deax Mr. Iatiner:

Ve are pleased to infurm you thet the historic properties :U.éted on
. the enclosure have been placed cn the Hational Register of Historic

Places. Senators Relph W« Yearborough and John G. Tower end the

appropriate Representatives have also been notified. Plesse with-

hold anmy publicity on this umtil you have received a cerbon eopy of

the Congressional correspondence.

Sincerely yours,

/5] Ernest Allen Connally
¥rneet Allen Connally

Chief, Office of Archeclogy
end Historie Presexvation

s ' AUG 2 & 1970
Entered in the} Nationnl Reglster

cc?
e

RGamble :mm 8/13/70 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR




Properties adlded to the Netlonel Reglster of Historic Places

Bichop's Palace

014 Lend Office Bulldiag

Barker History Centex

Helll-Cochran House

0ld Post Office and
Federal Building

Veodlewn

The Covernor's Mansion

Ligthsenane Lutheran Church

Hollamon House (Erskine House $l
Carrington=-Covert House
Klein (Stephen) House
Sehubert lHouse

Tinnen House

Sedberry House

Sebastopol {Zorn House)
Littlefield House

0ld Galveston Custom House
Captain Singleton House
Lindheiver Home

Captain ¥William Pexry House
Beard Howse

Calveston, Texas
Austin, Yexss
fustin, Texms
Auﬂtin, Texasn

Austin, Texss
Augtin, Texas
Austing Tezas
Austin, Texas
Sepguln, Texas
Austin, Texas .
Hew Braunfels, Texas
Giddings, Texas
Georgetown, Texas
Jelferson, Texas
Segquin, Texas
Austin, Tcuzas
Galveston, Texas
Jefferson, Texas

. Hew Brawmfeln; Texas

Jefferson, Texas
Jeiferson, Texas
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8/13/70

Li~-}Mr. Melvin
n
RGamblesmm

cec?

HI

H3U=10

ome d. Jo (Jake) Fleile

Fouse of Fepresentetives

Hashingzton, Be Co

Desy vr. Flealet

Ve sre pleased to ianltvw you thet the historie gropertier listed ca

the erclosuwre have besa posinsied by the Siate Lialacn Officsy

appolnied by the Governor for the it wiesentation c). the @utiona

Hetorie Preservatioa Frogras in ':&zw god bave bLoen entered iats

the Fetionald Beglazter of Blstoric Places. Sanstors Balph We Yerborougu
end Joun G Tower heve alao beon provided with thls Infurwsticn. By
LUy er; tale letier, the Etate mmn Cificer, Mr. Truett Lstliuer;
Faeewilve Jdrector, Tages & ate Kistorical Durvey Comditee, Yust office
Box 15876, Cupltol ftatiom, 100 west 15t Etreet, suwtim, Texas 7701,
Lias lximﬁ; besn notifiede & Jeaflet explainizng (he Batloual Feglster
48 enclosesls _

Biscerely yours,

-~ 10
- B B iy
(S(‘h. :"C"\H‘ o8 HART Lo, o
bR AR L
3

Direcioxr
Imelosures
Intered fn the Nnifonel Register AUG 25 1970
;:': Truett La.timcr » Executive Director, Toxas State Historicel ‘Stxrvey Coix ~ittee,
P. Je Box 12070, Copitol ttstion, 1 We L3th S5U., Austin, Texas o<

Director, Southwest Reglon
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Gidd3nrs, Tewns

Usemmnton, Terns

Epptin, Suzas
Auatin, Tomms
dustin, Yenss
Austia, Tesan

dastin, Yeuss
Austidn, Yewes
austing Tezue
Ausiin, Yecns

dumbin, Tesss -
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Hohe x-.éx.pg; Ha Yarbovoush SEP 16 1970

United Sistes Sennte
h&m&{ﬁt(}ﬂ, De Lo
Desyr Senutor Yarboroupht

Ve ere plessed to inform you thed the historie properties listed ca

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR

the enclosure have beea poulmeted by the Siate Li&iss_n wfficer
appeinted by the Cuvernor for tie ilsplenenistion t;f the Hstionsl
distoric A?r&mmtie& Prograx in Yexns snd Lsve bewn 'mm Lato
the National Regilstexr of MHistoric Fleces. Lenstor John Q. Tower and

8/13/70

the sppropriste Nepresestatives hove also veen provided with taie
inforsation. By ecpy of thls letter, the Stute Lisison Officer,
¥re Truett lotimer, xecutive Divector, Teuss ftate istoricald furvey

g Comaittee, ?bst GfTice Box 15875, Capitel Station, 10D West 15th Stxees,

8 3 Mastin, Texss ToT0l, hus likevice been notified. A leaflet explaining
§ g ‘the Eational Register is emclosed.
g Sincexrely yours,
:g.’ A (SGD) CECRGE B. HARTZOG, JR.
—
g & Fncloswres
A é e B 406 o

Intered in the Eellcnsl Begleler < 5 197n

cet

e Tructt Iatimer, Fxrwcutive Divector, Texes Stete disterdcal Survey Coucittee,
P.0. Box 12276, Capitol btetiom, 100 W. 15th St., Austin, Texas TETOL

Duplicate letter sent to: Holie Jout Ge Tower
United ftntes Sennte
Vashineton., D. O,



Fropexiles added o the Hationsl Hegister of Ristoric Flucws

TEXAR
Bishop's Plece . Oniveston, Teses
(34 l=nd Office Eailéﬂs;; Aueiin, Texas
Burker Hilstary Couler Aastin, Texug
Keill-Cocnran fouse Auntin, Tesas
014 Post Oifice and

Pedersl Bnildlag fnetin, Toxss
Hoodbivn ; Austin, Toxas
Ttw Governorts MNonclon &wﬁm, Teond

LEerane L&ztnez;za {mmeh weeting Sevas

Hellagon Gooag (A,?';&w Howse ¢1) cm:‘.n, Teras
Corrlusisa-LowTt & Sustin, Yeana

Cein {Stepsen) Lwane Bow Praussels; Yexse
Sebuberd ouse 8iddings, Texes
Flrmen iouse : Qespgetoun, Texay
fedbersy douse defierson, Teras
Bebastopcl (Zorn Bouse) Segain, Texms
Littlelicld douse funtin, Texas

G4 Gelveston Cuaton Honse Galventon, Temns
Copbain finsleton dousec - gulisrasn, Tosas
Piadnedrsy Hooe How Deraunfels, Pokag
Captain Willlon Parzy Houmse Jeftervun, Tezos

Besrd Zouse ' Jeflerson, Texas



GETHSEMANE LUTHERAN CHURCH (48-71-
00007-00). Austin, Travis Co. State ownership.
A brick building with Gothic Revival decorative
features dating from 1883. Development of
gardens and lawns linking the church and the
Carrington House (see above) on the State Capi-
tol grounds. $15,402.31.



