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E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

C O M M O N : 

Gethsemane L u t h e r a n Church 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATtON 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

1510 Congress 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n 
S T A T E C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E 
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3. CLASSIFICATION 

o 

u 

C A T E G O R Y 

(Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t g B u i l d i n g 

• Site • S t ruc tu re 

• O b j e c t 

OWNERSHIP 

P u b l i c 

• P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

I I In P rocess 

I 1 Be ing Cons ide red 

S T A T U S 

I 1 Occup ied 

S U noccup ied 

^ P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

• R e s t r i c t e d 

Un res t r i c t ed 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

1 I C o m m e r c i a I 

[ I E d u c a t i o n a l 

1 I E n t e r t a i n m e n t 

1 1 G o v e r n m e n t 

[ 1 I n d u s t r i a l 

n M i l i t a r y 

Museum 
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Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : • Federa l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S ; 

T e x a s S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l S u r v e y C o m m i t t e e 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

108 W. 1 5 t h S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n 
S T A T E : C O D E C I T Y O R T O W N : 
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|7. DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 
• E x c e l l e n t lEI Good • F o i r 

( C h e c k One) 

I I De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins I I Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

• A l t e r e d U n a l t e r e d 

CChecft One) 

• Moved S 
Or ig i r .a l Site D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

A simple b r i c k Gothic r e v i v a l church w i t h g r a c e f u l propor­
t i o n s now on the extended C a p i t o l grounds. The church i s rais e d 
on a limestone basement and i s b u i l t of t a n used handmade Austin 
b r i c k from the 1852 C a p i t o l b u i l d i n g . The church i s rectangular 
i n p l an and has a t a l l f r o n t c e n t r a l b e l l tower. The paneled 
double doors are from the o l d Main b u i l d i n g at the U n i v e r s i t y 
of Texas and are set i n a lancet arched opening w i t h a stained 
glass fan l i g h t . The second stage of the b e l l tower has a t a l l 
l a n cet stained glass window w i t h b r i c k hood mold and the tower 
i s capped by a wide cornice and d e l i c a t e Carpenter Gothic cupola 
and cross. The b r i c k s t r i n g courses are handsome. The sides 
are b u t t r e s s e d w i t h f i v e stained glass windows each and there 
i s a small apse r a t h e r l i k e a large bay window w i t h three lancet 
arched stained glass windows and i s f i n i s h e d i n the i n t e r i o r 
as an arched n i t c h . There i s a patterned pressed t i n r o o f . 

The i n t e r i o r i s p l a s t e r e d . The sanctuary i s r a i s e d and the 
i s a c h o i r l o f t at the entrance end. 
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)6. SIGNIFICANCE 

U 

LU 

UJ 

PERIOD fCheck One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P r e - C o l u m b i a n I • 16th Century 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Century 

• 18th Century 

S " t h Century 

• 20th Century 

S P E C I F I C D A T E ( S ) ( I f A p p l i c a b l e a n d K n o w n ) 1883 

AREAS OF SIGNI FIC ANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i n a l 

[ \ P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

[ I A g r i c u l t u r e 

^ A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

I I Commerce 

[ I Commun ica t i ons 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I I Educa t i on 

[ I Eng inee r i ng 

[ I I ndus t ry 

I I I n ven t i on 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

] L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Mus ic 

• P o l i t i c o l 

S R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

losophy 

I I Sc ience 

[ I Scu lp ture 

I I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

• Thea te r 

I I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

r n Urban P l a n n i n g 

• Other fSpec i f yJ 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

On December 12, 1868, the f i r s t Swedish Lutheran Church 
services were h e l d by Swedish immigrants i n Aus t i n . The church, 
b u i l t a t n i n t h and Guadalupe S t r e e t s , was organized by the 
Swedish Consul, Swante Palm, and represented not only the f i r s t 
Lutheran church i n Travis County, but also the f i r s t Swedish 
Lutheran church i n Texas. 

Late i n 1882, the congregation decided t o move t h e i r 
church and b u i l d a new s t r u c t u r e on a piece of high land directs 
behind the s t a t e C a p i t o l . They bought the new property f o r 
$1,600 and sold t h e i r f i r s t church t o the A f r i c a n Methodist 
Church f o r $900. They h i r e d F r e d r i c Reichow as master-builder 
and foreman of the c o n s t r u c t i o n ; S.A. Carlson, c o n t r a c t o r ; and 
August Swenson, a r c h i t e c t . 

I n the i n t e r e s t s of economizing on b u i l d i n g and m a t e r i a l 
fees, the congregation d i d much of the c o n s t r u c t i o n work them­
selves. I n a d d i t i o n , they salvaged b r i c k s and stones from the 
o l d s t a t e C a p i t o l which had burned down i n 1881. They retrievec, 
the doors o f the o l d Main B u i l d i n g at the U n i v e r s i t y of Texas 
when i t was dismantled i n 1934, and used them as the f r o n t doors 
f o r the church. 

Gethsemane was completed i n 1883. The a r c h i t e c t u r e i s 
t y p i c a l of e a r l y r u r a l churches i n Sweden. I n a d d i t i o n , i t i s 
such an outstanding example of e a r l y Texas a r c h i t e c t u r e , t h a t 
i t was featured on the cover of Texas A r c h i t e c t , A p r i l , 1963. 
Measurements f o r Gethsemane Church are preserved i n the L i b r a r y 
Of Congress. 

I n 1962, the church was recorded as a Texas H i s t o r i c a l Lane-
mark, and three years l a t e r the Texas L e g i s l a t u r e voted t o 
acquire Gethsemane. They have decided t o use the church as a 
museum and a place of " r e s t and me d i t a t i o n . " 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

N E 

SE  

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

L O N G l T U D E 
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
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K30-HR 
AUG 2 5 1970 

i t r . Trxjctt Latlaer 
Executive Director 
TejfB^ State i i io to r l ca l Survey CoKsalttee 
PoGt Office Box 12276 
Capitol Station 
lOo West i;>th Street 
AuGtta, Texas 76701 

Bear Mr. Latltaeri 

We are pleased to iuToria you that t.lie Ms tor ic properties l i s t ed on 

•Uie enclosiire have been placed on the Ilation.%1 Register of Historic 

Places. Senators Kslph W. i'orturouiia and John G. Tover and the 

appropriate P.epresent&tivcs have also been n o t i f i e d . Please wi th­

hold ecy publ ic i ty on t h i s u n t i l you have received a carbon copy of 

the Conipreoslonal correBpondence. 

Sincerely yours. 

Srnost A l l o n Coroially 

Emest Allen Connolly 
Chief, Office of ArcueolOsjy 

end Historic Preecrvatlon 
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Barker History Center 
lifcill-Cochran House 
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Austin, Texas 
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Bev Bra\3nfcls, Texas 
Jefferson, Texan 
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Kya. J . J . (J&ke) *lciii« 
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iJear Kr» Pickle t 

Ve tare pleased to inr;-sn3 ^m. %ht?.% t.he :,iititoric frop^rtiea listen oa 

tik« c?icl;.-5ia.'« h&-«c beeai so«.imt«ti by t-j« £itat« Lialaoa Officer 

app̂ -'iRvf̂ 'a by tii© Govcr̂ gar fisr t;j« Itiy-Xe.-eatGticsn t 'f the a&tloiial 

Hi&tcrie Prctervv-ti-jji Preî «i«5 i n *r*XRS hate been cartere î iats 

t i » l»tif?w»3L St> ;̂tatfflr of i:i-vv.:ric 4%lccv... £:iriKkt?£rs Balj^ W. yorburoogii 

EjEid JcJta 0. fo«tT have alSM? been provide*'* vi ta lnf«raffiti«i» By 

ccj-i^ of t i l o le t ter , tfeft t t f i te Liaison O f f i c e , #ar# Tri«rtt X&tiiier, 

rxeca&iv» rdreetDT, TftKU* iitate lU-stSGfltial î yrs^y c<>mlX%^t Pt.»»t Office 

Box K'ii76, C«pitoi t:tatioa, IOJ i-̂ «*t i:?tb l^treet, Av.stla, T<>.x-?.* 7^731, 

ha» l lAwise lje<in ru-tified, A ie*f l« t txpXalniiBii the J*atlcsu;tl Es-i>istcr 

is enclosed* 

SiGCcrcly your 

y M ê  Tr, g c c : 
2ntcir<x!. i n the liS'tioasl r.e£;lt̂ t<i:r 

l''ir*jft«'-r 

-AUG 2 5 ?970 

^ r̂. TriJ.ctt Latlr.cr, Executive Director, Texas State Historical Survey Coiititte*, 
P. 0. Box 12". t 'lt C.':pltoi ;-;t"titin, io.- 15th 'dt., Austin. Icxn-a Y"̂ 7-'̂  

Director, Southwest Eetilon 
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Son. Jislpii W. Yaybcrou^ii 
United i^t'itca -^mxc: 
WaahiCitoa, B. C* 

SEP 1 6 1970 

Bear feajstor Yarborout'^j 

•.e are ple-a&eti to InforK y<m that th« liistc<ric paropertiea li*te.3 oa 

the eacloswre h&stz uoedia&te'i by tiic &tete Ltaisca Officer 

«ppointe<? by the Ct-'vernor for t i i * ts^er.^ntstloa of tiie I^tlcnsl 

ilistoric frcfrerration i'rosraa. i n Testae ftn4 iyav® been ^t€red into 

^ t&« Eatlofial Beglat«y of iiistorlc ilac^Jf, Senator John 0. Toifer and 

the Hpior-.-Briate Sepr̂ j-oentattveas haw also been provi<5e?l v i th t;Al& 

inforj«ati.i>n. By co|?y of th is . le t ter , the iitate UsiPon Officer, 

Hr».Truett Lstifser, :f:::ecwti>m r^irect;*, Tea^a £t«t« ili&tosricaX £urv«y 

g Ci^«ltte«, Poat Office Box ^Tt(*t Cajiitol iitsstiee, IC^ ^'cst 15th i.'ta'eet, 

^ Auartia, Tez&s 7o7Ca, iVis likevl-e been notif ied. A leaflet expl^ in l^ I 
^ t^i« fetioaal Sifsister ia enclosed* 

J4incerel:<' yaura> 

(SGD) G a}RG: B. HARTZOG, JR. 

Director 

1^. 
Inelosure* 

Entered In the IJstlonsl Begleter 

cc» 
Vx, Truttt I^-'ttieer, FxTcutive Llvcctcr, Tc:i£:s Ctftc illotcrlcRl i.urvey Co.-i.-lttce, 

P.O. Box 12276, ITiipitol btction, lOo W. 15th St., Austin, Texas 70701 

Duplicate let ter scjit to : Hon. John G. Tô itar 
United itJ.tes iienate 
Watihinjd^on. D. C. 
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CapteSs. i.lc$el«ton 

CaptiiiJ.'i 'v:illiaa Perry itoase 

(^lV«5TyOS, T«X©S 
Austiti, T âas 
^-ustliJ, Te^a 
Auctin^ Tesas 

^ta«?tin, T«5tiia 
Auatin, Tcsaa 
Austin, Ttocaai 
Auftir j , Tê ca* 

Austin, Texas 

C < : t , j'wst, T ^ & 3 
Jcffi'criToa, Texas 
S ^ u l i j , T«;5«J^ 
AuGtia, T«xft» 
<2ftlve::.tCya, Taxas 
J«fferaori, Te.sas 
Htv r;s'f?::uiifcie, Tox-aa 
Jeffcrioa, Te?,».9 



GETHSEMANE LUTHERAN CHURCH (48-71-
00007-00). Austin, Travis Co. State ownership. 
A brick building with Gothic Revival decorative 
features dating from 1883. Development of 
gardens and lawns linking the church and the 
Cfirrington House (see above) on the State Capi­
tol grounds. $15,402.31. 


