
Texas Historical Commission 
Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 
Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 

September 25, 1974 

Ms. Beth Grosvenor 
Branch o f P u b l i c a t i o n s 
N ational Register 
Department o f the I n t e r i o r 
N a t i onal Park Service 
18th & C S t r e e t s , N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear IVIs. Grosvenor: 

Regarding our Na t i o n a l Register submission e n t i t l e d 
"Barker H i s t o r y Center (Old L i b r a r y ) " , would you 
please change the common name t o B a t t l e H a l l and the 
h i s t o r i c name t o Old Barker H i s t o r y Center. 

Other than t h i s name change, th e r e are no other r e ­
v i s i o n s t o our present N a t i o n a l Register submissions, 

Si n c e r e l y , 

Marie D. Landon 
H i s t o r i a n 

MDL/pbs 
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TEXAS 

T r a v i s 
FOR NPS USE O N L Y 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

1 . N A M E 

C O M M O N : 

B a r k e r H i s t o r y Cen te r 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C 

Old Libi'ai'y 
2 . L O C A T t O N 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 7 " 

South M a l l , Campus o f t h e U n i v e r s i j c y i n j f 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n 

T e x a s 042 453 
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3. C L A S S I F I C A T I O N 

C A T E G O R Y 

(Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 

• Si te Q ] S t ruc tu re 

• O b j e c t 

OWNERSHIP 

H P u b l i c 

n P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

I I In P rocess 

[ [ B e i n g Cons ide red 

S T A T U S 

S Occup ied 

I I U n o c c u p i e d 

I I P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

• R e s t r i c t e d 

^ Un res t r i c t ed 

• No 

PRESEN T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

[71 Commerc ia l 

[3^ E d u c a t i o n a l 

nn En te r ta inmen t 

I I Government 

[ I I ndus t r i a l 

• M i l i f o r y 

[7] Museum 

• Park 

I I P r i v a t e Res idence 

I I R e l i g i o u s 

I 1 S c i e n t i f i c 

i I Transportation CU Comments 

• Other (Specify) 

f 4 . O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

The U n i v e r s i t y o f Texas System 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

The U n i v e r s i t y o f Texas a t A u s t i n 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n T e x a s 042 
5 . t O C A T t O N O F L E G A L D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

R e p o r t o f Regents t o Governor and L e g i s l a t u r e 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

U n i v e r s i t y o f Texas A r c h i v e s 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n 

* . R E P R E S E N T A T I O N I N E X I S T I N G S U R V E Y S 

T e x a s 042 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

None 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : • Fede ro l • State • Coun ty • L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

o 
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[TTDESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

Q E x c e l l e n t S Good Q F a i r De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins O Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

• A l t e r e d g U n o l t e r e d 

(•Check O n e ; 

• Moved g l O r i g i n a l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

A b e a u t i f u l l y p r o p o r t i o n e d t^flra_story symmetrical rectan­ 
g u l a r s t r u c t u r e of ,smooth cream colored limestone w i t h a large  
r e d _ _ t i l e r-O.of and w i d e — p r o j e c t i n g eaves i n the Mediterranean  
Renaissance s y t l e . The f i r s t and second s t o r i e s are given  
the Renaissance p r o p o r t i o n s of basement and piano n o b i l e , w i t h  
deep set t r a b i a t e d f i r s t s t o r y openings w i t h i r o n g r i l l ' s and  
a panelled double f r o n t door w i t h wide architray,e^_car-ved i n 
lpw_x.elief~with„pl.ants^nd p l a n t form urns and large„ cartouche-
keystone. The door i s flahked~by"fw6 massive and ornate 
wrought i r o n l a n t e r n s derived from Spanish renaissance p r o t o ­
types . 

The seven second s t o r y windows are also deep set and are 
very l a r g e , arched, and have polychrome t e r r a c o t t a a r c h i v o l t s 
w i t h f r u i t and flowers i n r e l i e f . T e r r a c o t t a medalTions w i t h 
zodiac signs are on the spaindrels-^betweentthe arches. There 
are d e l i c a t e iron_crr.i 11 ba'lcohi"eTs_,^at. each window. The wide 
eaves have polychrome c o f f e r s and pendants and carved acanthus 
brackets. 

The e x t e r i o r i s reminiscent of McKim, Mead, and White}s 
Boston Public L i b r a r y although t h i s b u i l d i n g i s more feminine 
and d e l i c a t e . The i n t e r i o r has o f f i c e s on the f i r s t f l o o r 
and a grand marble s t a i r c a s e w i t h ornamental i r o n balustrades 
tucked i n a rear corner o f the b u i l d i n g . The second f l o o r i s 
given monumental p r o p o r t i o n s w i t h a l a r g e beamed and paneled 
reading room with.Spanish r e j a i n s p i r e d g r i l l s . 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P r e - C o l u m b i a n I d ] 1 6 t h C e n t u r y 

• 1 5 t h C e n t u r y • 1 7 t h C e n t u r y 

• 1 8 t h C e n t u r y 

g§ 19th C e n t u r y 

• 2 0 t h C e n t u r y 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (H Applicable and Known) 1910-1911 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i n a l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I 1 A g r i c u l t u r e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

\ I C o m m e r c e 

I I C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

E d u c a t i o n 

i I E n g i n e e r i n g 

[ I I n d u s t r y 

I 1 I n v e n t i o n 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

l o s o p h y 

I I S c i e n c e 

I 1 S c u l p t u r e 

I I S o c i a l / H u m o n -

i t a r i a n 

• T h e a t e r 

[ I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

1 I U r b a n P l a n n i n g 

• O t h e r ( - S p e c i f y ; 

z 
o 

u 
3 
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Z 

UJ 

LU 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

On December 11, 1909, the Board of Regents o f the 
U n i v e r s i t y o f Texas appropriated $211,000 t o co n s t r u c t and 
f u r n i s h a l i b r a r y b u i l d i n g . They decided t h a t there was no 
a r c h i t e c t i n A u s t i n equal t o the task, and so they chose 
Cass G i l b e r t o f New York C i t y . G i l b e r t received h i s t r a i n i n g 
a t M.I.T., and he designed such well-known b u i l d i n g s as the 
State C a p i t o l o f Minnesota, the St. Louis A r t Museum, the 
Woolworth B u i l d i n g i n New York, and the Supreme Court 
B u i l d i n g i n Washington, B.C. He produced many b e a u t i f u l works, 
and h i s Texas l i b r a r y remains one o f the best b u i l d i n g s 
on the campus. 

G i l b e r t agreed t o design the U n i v e r s i t y o f Texas l i ­
b r a r y i f he could do so w i t h "the u t t e r exclusion from the 
b u i l d i n g o f any f e a t u r e o f m a t e r i a l or o f ornament indigenous 
or i d e n t i f i a b l e t o Texas . . . ." He must have made a 
conscious e f f o r t t o r e f l e c t the Spanish h e r i t a g e o f Texas, 
however, f o r the l i b r a r y includes numerous d e t a i l s t y p i c a l 
o f various Spanish Renaissance b u i l d i n g s . G i l b e r t ' s plan, 
accepted by the Regents January 11, 1910, consisted o f two 
recta n g l e s . The east p o r t i o n included p u b l i c reading rooms 
and a small a r t g a l l e r y ; the west included space f o r book 
stacks. The l i b r a r y was t o have three s t o r i e s and a base­
ment. A marble s t a i r c a s e and i r o n balustrade l e d t o the 
second f l o o r . 

The east w a l l s o f the b u i l d i n g are p a r t i c u l a r l y beau­
t i f u l . They are faced w i t h limestone and r e s t on a g r a n i t e 
base. Five arched windows l e t l i g h t i n t o the Reading Room. 
A border o f colored t e r r a c o t t a extends around each window, 
and each border consists o f a r i c h design o f p l a n t s and 
myth o l o g i c a l heads. White zodiac signs are emblazoned on 
blue t e r r a c o t t a . 

The b u i l d i n g was completed by 1911. September 21, 1946, 
the Board o f Regents named G i l b e r t ' s b u i l d i n g i n honor o f the 
Texas h i s t o r i a n and professor Eugene C. Barker, and they trans--
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f e r r e d a l l U n i v e r s i t y books, papers, archives, and l e t t e r s 
p e r t a i n i n g t o Texas and the Southwest t o the Center. A p r i l 
27, 1950, the U n i v e r s i t y dedicated the Center. 



[9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL R E F E R E N C E S 

A u g u s t W. H a r r i s . " Cass G i l b e r t ' s O l d L i b r a r y B u i l d i n g , " 
S o u t h w e s t e r n H i s t o r i c a l Q u a r t e r l y , L X I V , i ( J u l y 1 9 6 0 ) , 
1-13. 

A u s t i n , L i b r a r y . A u s t i n and T r a v i s County C o l l e c t L o n . 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

C O R N E R L A T I T U D E L O N G I T U D E 

NW 

N E 

SE 

SW 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

O 1 m 

O • M 

O t f t 

Q t • 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 
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L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

30° 17' 7 

L O N Gt T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

97 ° 44 ' 22 " 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : . 1 0 a C r e 
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11- FORM PREPARED BY M. Wayne B e l l , P r o j e c t D i r e c t o 
N A M E A N D T I T L E : Roxanne W i l l i a m s o n , A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r i a n 

H i - (MD) 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N D A T E 

Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey Commit tee ^ 4 -22-70 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

108 W. 1 5 t h S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA I ION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Hferk Service. The recommended 

level of significancgi^f this nomination^ 

National 

Name 

Title S t a t e L i a i s o n O f f i c e r 

Date 
May 4 , 1970 

Texas 042 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic PreservJfion 

AUG 2 5 1970 
Date 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of T^e IVational Register 

Date JUM 2 a 1970 

(41-
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'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

| 1 . NAME 

B a r k e r H x s t o r y Cen te r C O M M O N : 

AND/OR HISTORIC: O l d L i b r a r y 

2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

South M a l l , campus of The U n i v e r s i t y of Texas__at^ A u s t i n 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n 
> U N T Y : A ; ^ . ^ 

Texas 042 
C O D E 

3. MAP REFERENCE 
S O U R C E : 

U n i t e d S t a t e s Depar tment o f I n t e r i o r ' G e p l p g i ' c a l - ^ u r v e y 

1:24000 
1952-54 

4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference. 

Texas Map Reference #3097-242 





HSO-HR 
AUG 2 5 1970 

Mr. Truett Lntlmer 
Executive Director 
Te:xxis State Historical S-arvisy Ccoaittce 
Poet Office Box 12276 
Capitol Stction 
106 Vest 15th Street 
Auatia, Texas 7^701 

Dear I * . Latiiiseri 

We are pleased to iaforra you that tJie historic properties lioted on 

-. the enclosure have been placed ca the Hatlonal Keglster of Historic 
-

Places, Senators Ralph W. yorboroiL>.('̂  and John C. Tower and the 

appropriate Pxepreserrtatives have also been notified. Please with­

hold any pi&Uclty on this u n t i l you have received a carbon copy of 

the Congressional correspondence. 
Sincerely yours. 

^ T ^ n o a t Allon Connally 

Enclossure 

Entered i n the Ifettionol Register 

Ernest Allen Connelly 
Chief, Office of Archeology 

and Historic Preservation 

m 2 5 1970 

CO; 

HR 

RGamble:mm 8/13/70 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN RR 



Properties cddod to the fetlonal Eet4.ster of Historic Places 

TEXAS 

BiBhop*s Folace 
Old Land Office Bxiildlng 
B^'ker History Ccirter 
mill-Cochran Houae 
Old Post Office and 

Federal Building 
VJocdlawn 
The C-ovemor'3 Mansion 
Getlis«2ane I«therah Chui'ch 
Kollajacm Hou:?e (ErsKliie House ^ i l 
Carrington-Covert House 
Klein (Stephen) House 
Schybert House 
Tinaen House 
Seclberry ilouse 
Sebostopol (Kom House) 
Li t t l e f l c l d House 
Old Galveston Custom House 
Captain Sinf.:letcai House 
LiiTuiheicier ilat::e 
Captain V i l l i ara Perry Hotise 
Beard House 

Galveaton, Texas 
Austin, Te;xas 
Austin, Teiois 
Austin, Texas 

Austin, Texas 
Austin, Teitas 
Austin, Texas 
AiJtatin, Texas 
Seguin, Texas 
Austin, Texas 
Sew Er&unfels, Texas 
Giddlnss, Texas 
Georgetovn, Texas 
Jefferson, Texas 
Sequitt, Texas 
Austin, Texas 
Galveston, Tftxas 
Jefferson, Texas 
Hew Braunfclfl, Texas 
Jefferson, Texas 
Jefferson, Texas 
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CO 

i3ba. J» J . (jAk«) i'iciOe 
Sau4>e of Feparer-Jtiitfetive* 

i j r . PJeJitlet 

Sire plea*«4 t<> iafctra yovj t i » t tiie --,l£toric ptopertica iiat«^; oa 

tl>e enc3.vi£iar« hfitfc been s;:f..i»&ted by tH* i-tate U-silsHia off icer 

«ppc-iste«s by the Oovi-ras?? ftar the iiaisXe-eutaiiea i-f the Stetlw-??̂  

Sllstc^e Prtsea'mtlcss l^0t.i't«i i s T€i:«i* «tnil hSTS been exitera^l iiata 

the Ss.ti^j?ial i>l«f^4't«r of ;listoric -KUctri, SeiSitca-s ^ a l j ^ W. "Xorb r̂oftga 

sad Joha 0. S*o%fer have &l»-5 bees |Br!>vlfiei5 vi th t i i i * infoirestiui. By 

ĉ >l̂ ' cf thla le t ter , the t tote U -̂Xsas Officer^ lar. Truett L?.ti;i.er, 

Fxeci?2.lve l;^iy^:t::*r, TeKfts r^tcte MlctisriesX î xixrfir/ Co:*5ltte«, ?t>£rt Office 

ir£'f6, CApiUl fctAtioR, XD*J> l^th Street, Austia, Tex'is Tt-'f '̂̂ / 

i-i»s l i kwi se bcr-ii hi..-tifie<^. A leaflet txp.liiiisir.i, t/.e iiation.a ii;e.jlster 

l4 eiitlose^. 

.•i 

o M EH : i 

/JiClo3ltt '«'» 

-3 
Q c c : 

fiitrre^r. ia the Ik^iionel Bef:vJi at<cii* 

iJirfrctcjr 

5 I97D 

Mr. Truett Latdmcr, Executive Birector, Texas State Historical Survey Coi^Jiittee, 
P. 0. Box Onpitol L>tatiL.iJ, iÔ - W. l^th St., Austin. Tcxna 7'̂7'̂1 

Director, Southwest Eet,ion 
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Uaited iitatcs £**a*tG 
WashiSfeton, B. C< 

SEP 1 6 1970 

Bear S n̂at̂ sr larborouiihs 

•<e sr* plt'tio$«3 to inforta you tiiSi the hict'.^rie properties listed on 

tJie eticlostsre hfew b«<̂ n uasdnatfj by the StBte Liaist/a Officer 

appolntet?. by the Oovemtsr f&r tive l^pleiaestestioa of tue tSitlozel 

j^ist'jaric frestenratios^ i'rot^rss i n *'ims.̂  ©nd hiSive been <tej'̂ Lt«rea lata 

° th€ Satloisil rxeglBter of Historic Pl«ee«» i:;«n£;tor John C« t i««r and 

^ t:ie sppr^-jxrlate Ecpr^aent&tiws h«v« also been profvid^l with this 

iijforjaetioa. By cof/f of th is . le t ter , the iitate Usleon Offictar, 

Truett LfStiaeTr Executl** Bircctor, Tex&a fetate tiifctcrieal Purvey 

a Ct>:t£dtte«, ?̂ >8t Office Box lC-27a, Co^itcd i:-t&tioa, 106 ,̂;e3t Ipth street, 

^ Austin, Texas 7^701, h»3 likewise been notif ied. A leaf let «3^plsir*ine 

the fistl&a-'*! Register is cacloie<5. 

iltacerely youre, 

(SGD) GllORGZ B. HARTZOG, JR. 

Bircctor 

FJicloaiareft 

Butered i a the Bstioiv.;! yiegister 

cci 
l i r . Truett L-ntiaer, Ixccutlve Bii-ccttr, Te:<(-s rtatc Hirtcrical Survci' Co::urJ.ttoê  

P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station, 106 W. 15th St., Austin, Texas 767OI 

Ihiplicatc iGtttx sent to : Hon. John G. To><er 
United rtntes Senate 
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Cî ITiSgti>!:i*C0V«rt feuse 
Klein (;.'tcpii<'n) Sv̂ ose 

TiJtnea 

256b«ietC'-̂ :4. (;".<i«i aouvte) 
M t t i e i l & l d Jiswse 

Ce-g^aiii i-ifi^tletcai iiC«\i«e* 
MnOhc^ii^r î ;>ae 
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T H E E U G E N E C. B A R K E R T E X A S H I S T O R Y C E N T E R 
was established by The University of Texas Board of Regents in 1945. By 
regental directive, all books, archives, letters, documents, and other items 
relating to Texas and Southwestern history were to be brought together in 
one place on the University campus, to be "a corner forever Texas." 

The Texas Collection thus created had its beginnings in 1883 with the 
opening of the Law Department, which was charged with the responsibility 
for acquiring Texas materials. In its developed form, the Collection is com­
posed of three complementary units—the Texas Collection Library, the Uni­
versity Archives, and the Texas Newspaper Collection. 

In 1971, the Barker Texas History Center occupied its present quarters in 
the middle section of Sid Richardson Hall in the East Campus Library Com­
plex. In its new setting, the Center affords close proximity to the other col­
lections at the University whose subject content is most related to Texas and 
Southwestern history. 

The Texas Collection Library, considered the largest and most nearly com­
plete collection of Texana, includes some 104,000 titles of printed material 
about Texas, published in Texas, or produced by writers who are identified 
with Texas. The library also acquires significant writings dealing with the 
Old South and the Southwest, and as a designated depository receives copies 
of all official state publications. The library maintains extensive clipping and 
photographic files as well as a collection of prints and etchings of Texas and 
Western artists. 

The University Archives, one of the largest such institutions in the coun­
try, contains over seventeen million items. The Archives had its beginning 
at the end of the last century with the acquisition of the Bexar Archives, the 
incomparable record of Spanish and Mexican colonial administration in 
Texas. Soon afterward. Colonel Guy M. Bryan designated the University as 



the permanent repository for the equally invaluable Austin Papers. Other 
collections of special significance include transcriptions from the national 
archives of Mexico and Spain, the Oral History of Texas Oil Pioneers, a 
cartographic collection of some six thousand items, and an extensive collec­
tion of broadsides. The Archives also serves as the official depository for re­
tired University records. 

The Texas Newspaper Collection provides access to approximately two 
thousand different titles of newspapers published in the state beginning in 
1829. Included are some one hundred titles of foreign language newspapers 
published by the various ethnic groups who have contributed so significantly 
to Texas history. 

The Barker Texas History Center is also headquarters for the Texas State 
Historical Association. Founded in 1897, the Association is dedicated to col­
lecting, preserving, and publishing historical information relating to Texas, 
and is the oldest learned society in continuous existence in the state. The As­
sociation was a major force in the creation of the Texas Collection, and over 
the years has drawn heavily from the materials in the Collection in its publi­
cation program. 

The three units of the Texas Collection maintain separate areas for public 
service. Photocopies may be made of most items for a nominal fee. Study 
carrels are available for the use of scholars whose research needs require 
them. Exhibits of materials from the Center are on display in the Hogg 
Reading Room and Winkler Rare Books Study in the Library and the James 
Harper Starr Casein the Archives Search Room. 

The Texas Collection Library, SRH 2.106, is open from 8-5 Monday 
through Friday, and 8-12, Saturday. The University Archives, SRH 2.206, 
and the Texas Newspaper Collection, SRH 2.324, are open from 8-12 and 
1-5, Monday through Friday, and 8-12, Saturday. 


