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C a l v e r t 
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Texas 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

' C -

Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1968 • Fede ro l Sfote • Coun ty • L o c o l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee 
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|7. OESCRfPTION 

CONDITION 
? 5 E x c e l l e n t • Good • F a i r 

( C h e c k One) 

1 I De te r i o ra ted • Ruins I I Unexposed 

( C h e c k O n e ; 

• A l t e r e d S U n o l t e r e d 

fChecfc O n e ; 

• Moved [ 3 O r i g i n a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( I f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

A two-story Gothic b r i c k s t r u c t u r e w i t h very low p i t c h e d 
red channeled t i n roof and c r e n e l l a t e d parapet. S i t u a t e d i n the 
center of a block w i t h lawn, sc a t t e r e d large t r e e s , and a rose 
garden w i t h gazebo. The pl a n i s roughly a L a t i n cross, w i t h the 
arms toward the f r o n t . There i s a second smaller rectangular 
s t r u c t u r e p a r t l y connected at the rear. 

The f r o n t (west) facade i s on the long axis of the b u i l d i n g 
and c o n s i s t s of two bays. The main entrance i s on the bay forme|3 
by the upper end o f the cross and cons i s t s o f a double wooden 
door w i t h glazed upper panels, and molded lower panels. The 
entrance i s flanked by two one-story b r i c k b u t t r e s s e s w i t h lime­
stone d r i p stones. There i s a s i n g l e window above, w i t h one 
over one double hung sashes and a segmentally arched cast i r o n 
hood mold. There i s a gabled and c r e n e l l a t e d parapet on t h i s 
bay and at each side o f the gable there are chimney-like v e r t i c a 
terminations w i t h small battlements. These terminations r i s e 
above p l a i n b r i c k p i l a s t e r s and mark a l l of the outside corners 
of the b u i l d i n g . The second element of the f r o n t facade i s a 
two-story three p a r t bay window t o the l e f t (north) of the en­
trance. I t has b r i c k corbels, a molded wooden cornice, and a 
low p i t c h e d tower roo f w i t h a " c a t - t a i l " f i n i a l . 

The side (south) facade i s made up of the p r o j e c t i n g arm o f 
the cross, w i t h a double door framed by buttresses supporting a 
c r e n e l l a t e d b r i c k canopy at the f i r s t s t o r y and w i t h one window 
above. The longer back s e c t i o n has a t h i r d door w i t h one f l o o r 
length window-to the east and two t o the west. There are four 
two over two windows above at the second s t o r y . A l l of the win­
dows are capped w i t h the same cast i r o n hood molds of the f r o n t . 
The rear and.north sides have b r i c k hood molds and minor entrances. 
The b u i l d i n g has four f i r e p l a c e s w i t h unobtrusive chimneys. The 
i n t e r i o r has wainscots and molded reveals, ornamented mantels 
and a nice stairway at the f r o n t entrance. 

There i s a two-room, two-story b r i c k s t r u c t u r e a t the r ^ a r , 
s l i g h t l y o f f - s e t from the main b u i l d i n g and connected t o 
a wooden second s t o r y b r i d g e . The openings are b r i c k 
arches and there i s a matching c r e n e l l a t e d parapet. 

Northeast of the main b u i l d i n g there i s a f i n e c 
house. This b u i l d i n g i s a handsome two-story b r i c k 
w i t h a shingled gable roo f and very i n t e r e s t i n g openi 
f i r s t s t o r y i s open, w i t h two large arched openings ori 
sides. On e i t h e r side of the openings there i s a small 
window, two have b r i c k l a t t i c e , two have wooden bars. On 

short (north), side there i s a s i n g l e large arch w i t h a segmentai;|.y 
arched l o f t door above. Large S t i e bars support the second 
s t o r y and there are two arched windows w i t h v e r t i c a l louvers or 
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board s h u t t e r s on each of the remaining three sides. At the 
f i r s t s t o r y of the back (south) there are open b r i c k diamonds. 
The main house i s also studded w i t h t i e bars, some as s t a r s but 
a l l smaller than those on the ca r r i a g e house. 

9, 



E SIGNIFICANCE 
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UJ 

PERIOD fcftecic One or More ae Appropriate) 

r~l P r e - C o l u m b i o n I • 16th Centu ry 
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• 18th Centu ry 
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SPECIFIC DATElS) (II Applicable and Known) 1880-1885 
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• H i s t o r i c 

1 I A g r i c u l t u r e 

^ A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

Q Commerce 
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C o n s e r v a t i o n 

( I E d u c a t i o n 

[ I Eng inee r i ng 

( 1 I ndus t r y 
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I 1 L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 
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• Mil itary 
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• P o l i t i c a l 
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tosophy 
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i t o r i o n 

• Thea te r 

1 I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

I I Urban P l o n n i n g 

71 
(Spec 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The h i s t o r y of the Gothic Revival Hammond HousS TTT Calvert 
Texas r e f l e c t s the vary i n g events o f Robertson County. B u i l t 
t o be the Robertson County Courthouse, Hammond House became 
a p r i v a t e home a f t e r the county seat was moved t o F r a n k l i n . 
More r e c e n t l y , the house has r e f l e c t e d Texans' growing aware­
ness o f t h e i r unique h i s t o r y : Since 1966, Hammond House has 
been the pr o p e r t y o f the Robertson County H i s t o r i c a l Society. 
I t w i l l serve as a museum, a f t e r r e s t o r a t i o n . 

Broad lawns and s c a t t e r e d large trees frame the dark red 
b r i c k b u i l d i n g and heighten the romantic qual.ity of the crenel 
l a t i o n o f the house and i t s semi-attached dependency at the 
back (once the j a i l ) . Ornamental b u t t r e s s e s , cast i r o n hood 
molds, and a f r o n t bay window catch the eye. The independent 
ca r r i a g e house i s p a r t i c u l a r l y handsome w i t h four large arched 
openings w i t h p l e a s i n g p r o p o r t i o n s . 

The h i s t o r y o f Robertsori'County began i n 1825, v^en Robert 
L e f t w i c h , agent of the Tennessee Colony, received a commission 
t o b r i n g 800 s e t t l e r s t o Texas. Adjustments were made which 
allowed S t e r l i n g C. Robertson (1785-1842) t o become empresario 
of the large t r a c t . 

Robertson's land was organized as the Mexican m u n i c i p a l i t y 
of Viesca i n 1830. However, a f t e r the death of Ben Milam at 
San Antonio i n 1835, the c i t i z e n s of Viesca voted t o rename 
t h e i r m u n i c i p a l i t y Milam. A f i n a l change of name occurred 
December 14, 1837, when the Second Congress of the Republic of 
Texas created a large county out of Bexar, Milam, and Nacogdochjes 
counties, and named i t Robertson, f o r the e a r l y empresario. 

I n the course of f o r t y years, Robertson County had f i v e 
county seats: Old F r a n k l i n , 1838-1850; Wheelock, 1850-1855; 
Owensville, 1855-1869; C a l v e r t , 1870-1879; and F r a n k l i n , 1879-
present. Each town b u i l t a courthouse as i t was selected as 
the county seat, but Calvert erected one of the most elegant. 
Indeed, the Calvert Courthouse r e f l e c t e d the wealth of a town 
which was a r a i l r o a d center, and the s i t e of the l a r g e s t c o t t o r 
g i n i n the world (1871). 

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #2) 
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8. (cont d) 
Early i n the 1870s, Calvert was n o t i f i e d t h a t i t was t o 

become the county seat of Robertson County. June 1, 1875, A. 
Groesbeck and F.A. Rice, t r u s t e e s of a p a r c e l of Houston and 
Texas Central Railroad land t r a n s f e r r e d the land t o Robertson 
County f o r use as a courthouse s i t e . The same day, plans and 
s p e c i f i c a t i o n s f o r the courthouse were accepted by the county. 
The a r c h i t e c t was W^T. Ingraham of St. Louis, Missouri. 

S h o r t l y before the courthouse was completed. F r a n k l i n was 
named the county seat, and Calvert was l e f t w i t h a useless 
b u i l d i n g . I n 1885, howe/er, Robert A. Brown, merchant, i n v e s t o r , 
and banker, saw other p o s s i b i l i t i e s f o r the courthouse: December 
1, he purchased the b u i l d i n g from A. Faulkner and converted i t 
i n t o a handsome house. 

John Henry Brown has cha r a c t e r i z e d Robert A. Brown as "one 
of the most progressive and e n t e r p r i s i n g men i n Cal v e r t . He 
invested large amounts i n Brazos V a l l e y farming and Calvert 
c i t y r e a l t y . " Brown was born i n Culpepper County, V i r g i n i a , 
February 22, 1883. I n 1851 he came to'^'Texas and worked i n 
Galveston as a salesman f o r General Ebenezer Nichols. A f t e r 
a b r i e f i n t e r l u d e i n V i r g i n i a during the C i v i l War, Brown returnejd 
t o Galveston and became a partner of h i s uncle, John Shackelford, 
i n Shackelford and Brown, c o t t o n f a c t o r s and commission merchants. 
I n 1867, Brown married Lucy Herndon, daughter of Joseph E. 
Herndon, Brazos River V a l l e y p l a n t e r and i n v e s t o r . I n 1885, the 
Brown f a m i l y moved t o Calvert, where they l i v e d u n t i l Brown's 
death. 

On August 23, 1909, the h e i r s of Robert Brown sold h i s home 
to Fannie Hammond f o r $2,600. Mrs. Hammond, i n t u r n , sold the 
home t o her daughter, Susie Hammond Norton, f o r $3,494, J u l y 1, 
1919. 

The pr o p e r t y remained i n the hands of the Hammond f a m i l y 
u n t i l 1966 when i t was presented t o the Robertson County Survey 
Committee. The home, w i t h i t s j a i l annex and ca r r i a g e house w i l l 
be made i n t o a county museum. 

Recorded Texas H i s t o r i c Landmark - 1968, 
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NATIONAL REGISTER PROPERTY - TEXAS 048 

The Hammond House, Robertson County, 3 95 

Geographical data. Item 10, Form 10-300 i s given as: 

Latitude 29 59' 50" Longitude 96° 40' 13" 

Please CHANGE this to correctly read; 

Latitude 30° 58' 50" Longitude 96 40' 12" 

A new, correctly marked map i s being enclosed. Please DESTROY 
the old map and replace i t with this one. Thank you. 

NATION 
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'̂'''•- Texas State Historical Survey Committee 
y ^ ^ . j t l i : Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 7 8 7 U 

Jruelt iaiimer 

Executive Director 

January 4, 1972 

Dr. Robert J. Mullen 
Chief, Bureau of R e g i s t r a t i o n 
N a t i o n a l Register 
801 19th S t r e e t , N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Dear Bob: 

Under separate cover we are forwarding c o r r e c t i o n s f o r 
the N a t i o n a l Register submissions which were rechecked here 
i n our o f f i c e and found t o be i n e r r o r . I t r u s t t h a t t h i s 
means of c o r r e c t i o n w i l l not confuse the issue. 

There may p o s s i b l y s t i l l be e r r o r s b u t t o date these are the 
onl y ones we have discovered. I f you w i l l n o t i f y us of any 
e r r o r s of which you are aware we v / i l l be g l a d t o t r e a t t}ie 
submissions s i m i l a r l y . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

T r u e t t Latimer 
State L i a i s o n O f f i c e r 

By: 

r. Wayne B e l l , AIA 
P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r 

TL/MWB/pbs 
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The Hammond House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION 

OO 

UJ 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Bounded by Burnet, China, Elm and Hanna s t r e e t s 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Calve r t 
S T A T E : 

Texas 048 Robertson 395 
3. MAP R E F E R E N C E 

S O U R C E : 

Uni ted States Department o f the I n t e r i o r Geolog 
SCALE: 1 : 2 4 0 0 0 

lATE: 1 9 5 8 , 1 9 6 2 
4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requi red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longi tude re ference. 

Texas Map Reference 
Cal v e r t , Texas 





OCT 2 8 1970 
H30-HR 

Mr. Truatt Latlner 
Bxacative Director 
Texas Stata Historical Survey 

CoOTaittoe 
Post Office Box 12276 
Capitx>l Station 
Austin, T a n s 76711 

Dear Mr. Latlner; 

N* are pleased to inform you that thsTBaanond HouaeVln Calvert, Toxat 

has been placed on the National Register of Historic Places. Senators 

Ralph w. Yarborough and John O. Tower and Representative W. R. Poage 

have also beon notified. K leaflet explaining the National Register 

is enclosed for the property owner. P I M M witlihold any publicity aa. 

this until you have received a car)x>n copy of the Congressional 

corre spondence. 

Sincerely yours, 

Ernesl Allen Connaliy 

Ernest Allen Connelly 
Chief, Office of Archeology 

and Historic Preservation 

Enclosure 
OCT 2 8 1970 

Entered in the National Register_ 

cc : 
HR 10/21/70 SMarusin:drs BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR 
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Wa are fiiaaasd to iafora yMi thvl wsiisMiMlt iiwi|»a,ia Calysar ,̂ »<Miaa, 

baa baaa Boiiiaata* by «ba Stat* Viaiaaa Off imr ii$>|«ia%aA fa^ %ba diavarasv 

far ftiMr In94am»atati4ak olf tiMi Watiawal iciatorlc $raa«nratioa Pr«^aai ta 

aad baa ŝMMUk aatA êii lat* tba isafciaoal SaQiatar of slstoriic Maeaa> 

fiwaatcur Johs 8. ^aver atsd %apfaasmtatiw. ft. IPMI^ bare alaa iissw 

l̂ rovlslad vitb tbia lafwriaattatt* Iff aopy of tbla la%tar, aba $^te 
H 

g Liaiaatt ^fl«wr, Mr* l»P«at% Laftnar, l&(a«rutiv« !^ire«tor, Taxaa state 
g 

aistarieal sixrvay Ctaaalttaa, ;^at '>ffi«« shsa 1227%. Caî ltoJ statloar 
a 
H 

^ Suatl^, TscKaa 7̂ 711, r^a iiJoMm* bMia notlfiai* ft laftflat «î 4atj»lMf 
u «b« î atiottal. s«f later iâ  aaeiMNMl. 

ftloeernly jWttira, 

rr--^^ R HAPTZOG, JR. u 
•a (S 
c 
n 9|ra«tor 

SM0los%r« 

£ikftaraii ta tbe Katloaal Kattaftar ̂„ ,?^"L^.y^?^ 

cc: Mr. Truett Latlaer, Executive Director, Texas State Hiatorical Survey 
CoBBnlttee, Poat Office Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711 

Duplicate letters sent to: Ron. John G. Towar a«. W. R. Poage 
anited States Senate House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. Washington, D. C. 

Director, Southwest Region 



nooerts(m Co. Private ownership (Robertson 

ments. $6,000.00. utility improve-



NOTIFICATION OF GRANT-IN-AID ACTION 

1. STATE A?e-_CATION IDENTIFIER 

48-74-00079-OO-E 
?. (HeHervrd/orviie bu State central injoiination reception agency) 

X , 
3. GRANTC5 o. Federa l a g e n c y 

Department of the I n t e r i o r 
b. Orgo i ^ZT^ono l un i t 

National Park Service 
c. A d m n-i-e-'ng o f f i ce —(1) N o m e 

Division of Grants 
(2) A o : - . I I —Street o r P O. Ba« 

18th and C Streets NW. 
Ci ry 

Washington 
Store 

DC 
Zip C o d e 

20240 
* . FEDERAl A 3 : N C Y GRANT IDENTIFIER: 

48-74-00079-00-E 

a. C o d e b. Tit le 

Hammond House Development (Emergency) 

c. Purpc« "his two-story brick building, . b u i l t i n 1878, i s one of the f i n e s t examples 
of Gothic Revival architecture. Project work involves exterior s t a b i l i z a t i o n and 
reconstruction of the brick walls. 

5. GRANTEE Q. N o m e 

Texas Mr. Truett Latimer, Exec. Dir., Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee 
b. A d d r e u —Street or P.O. Box Cir> 

Post Office Box 12276, Capitol Statio;i Austin 
State 

Texas 
Z ip C o d e 

78711 
6. GRANTEE *^?E (Check only the single most applicable box) 

o . State b. Inter- c. C o u n t y d . Ci ty 

s ta te 

• • • • 

e. Schoo l 

d i s f r i c t 

f. Spec io l 

un i t 

g . C o m m u n i t y 

o c t i o n 

h. S p o n i o f e d 

o r g a n i z a t i o n 

• • • • 
7. APPUCAT RECEIPT DATE 

Yeo i ' / o n t h D-jy 

75 02 14 

6. A C T I O N DATE 

Y e a r M o n t h D a / 

75 03 14 

9. EFFECTIVE STARTING DATE 

Y e o r M o n t h Day 

75 03 14 

10. ENDING DATE 

Ye t i r M o n t h 

78 I 03 
D a y 

13 
]1. TYPE C= -CTiON (Check ati many boxes as apply to this action) 

o . N e w b. C o n t i n u a t i o n 

g r a n t g r a n t 

c. S u p p l e m e n t a l d . C h a n g e in ex is t ing g r a n t 

g r a n t 

( i d e n t i f y a g e n c y i n i t e t n 1 6 ) (1) I nc rease in (2) Dec rease in (3) C a n c e l l a t i o n (4) Inc reose(S) (5) Decrease{S) 

d u r a t i o n d u r a t i o n 

• • • • • • 
AMOUNT C - CONTRIBUTION 

o. f e o e ' — — l l ) bas ic 

% 4,000 

(2) S u p p l e m e n t a l 

13. CATALO:- r= FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE 

PROGR.A.V l l/none, clarify in item 16) 

b. S ta te 

t4,000' ' ' 

c. Loco l 

i 

6 . O t h e r 

a . P r o g r a m N u m b e r 

15.904 
b. S u p p l e m e n t a l P r o g r a m N u m b e r 

14. AUTHC? Z - : t O N 

Q. Fede-:? a j d g e t Accoun ts 

b. Pub-< l o w s 

10-58-1040-0-1-405 
PL Title 

89 
Sec. 

665 
P I Tit le PL Title 

C. U.S. C^::« 16 U.S.C. 470 
IS. fACiUT> .OCATION: (For facility grunt actions only) 

o City E2̂ jjj Street , Calvert b. Coun ty R.obertson 

16. i?E*AAS«lS 

*Robertson County H i s t o r i c a l Foundation, Inc, 

Prepared by Ralph E. Thomas 523(139)-5054 

STANDARD FORM 2-VJ 
J u n e 1 9 7 0 b u r e a u o f t h e 

B u d g e t C i r c u l a r A - 9 8 

7 4 0 - 1 0 1 


