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\ . NAME 
C O M M O N : 

B i s h o p ' s Pa lace 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

Gresham House 
2. LOCATION 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

1402 Avenue J (Broadway) 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

G a l v e s t o n 

T e x a s 
(3. CLASSIFICATION 

042 

C O U N T Y : 

G a l v e s t o n 

I -

U 

on 

UJ 

0 0 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t X ] B u i l d i n g 

• Si te • S t ruc tu re 

• Object 

OWNERSHIP 

• Public 

P r i v a t e 

• Both 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

[ 1 In P r o c e s s 

I I B e i n g Cons ide red 

S T A T U S 

Occup ied 

I I U n o c c u p i e d 

I I P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

R e s t r i c t e d 

I I U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r o l 

I I Commerc io l 

I I E d u c a t i o n a l 

I I En te r to inmen t 

[ I Government 

I 1 I n d u s t r i a l 

• Mil i tary 

^ f l Museum 

• Pork 

I I Privote Residence 

I I Religious 

1 1 Scientif ic 

I 1 Transportation [D Comments 

• Other (Specify) 

4, OWNER OF P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

The C a t h o l i c D iocese o f G a l v e s t o n - H o u s t o n 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

1700 San J a c i n t o 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Hous ton 
[ 5. LOCATION O F " L E G A L DESCRIPTION 

T e x a s 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C ; 

G a l v e s t o n County Cour thouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

G a l v e s t o n 
REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

T e x a s 0 4 2 ^ 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 

H i s t o r i c A m e r i c a n B u i l d i n g s Survey 
1966-67 S Federal • Stote • County • Locol 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

L i b r a r y o f Congress 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

W a s h i n g t o n 
( c o n t ' d ) 

] ) i s t r i c t o f Co lumbia 08 
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{7. DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 
0 E x c e l l e n t • Good • F a i r 

( C h e c k One) 

[ I De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

• A l t e r e d g ] U n o l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

G Moved S Or i g i na l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( I t k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Bishop's Palace i s a t h r e e - s t o r y masonry mansion on a 
p a r t i a l l y r a i s e d basement. I t i s of r u s t i c a t e d limestone w i t h 
g r a n i t e and sandstone t r i m . The roof i s of glazed t i l e . The 
main p o r t i o n has a h i g h p i t c h e d h i p roof w i t h a short ridge 
p a r a l l e l t o the f r o n t facade, but there are numerous towers, 
dormers, and gables each separately roofed and c r e a t i n g a p i c ­
turesque and i r r e g u l a r r o o f l i n e . 

The plan i s v i s u a l l y asymmetric, but i s i n f a c t e s s e n t i a l l y 
c e n t r a l , w i t h c e n t r a l entrance and h a l l and a grand open s t a i r ­
way of curved plan located i n a rotunda at the rear center of 
the main block. Round and polygonal bays swing out from the 
p r i n c p a l rooms c r e a t i n g i n t e r e s t i n g i n t e r i o r spaces and an 
i r r e g u l a r f r o n t facade. There are gabled e l l s on both sides 
and there i s a two-story rear wing. A one-story veranda wraps 
around the southeast corner of the house. There i s a one-story 
apse-shaped glassed-in conservatory on the east side. There are 
f i v e chimneys: one on the east facade and one on the west oppo­
s i t e each other on the c e n t r a l block, one on the n o r t h w a l l of 
the west p a r l o r extension, one on the n o r t h w a l l of the rear 
e l l , and one on the east gable of the d i n i n g room extension. 
A l l of the chimneys are c a r r i e d up t o great h e i g h t and are highljy 
ornamented. 

The f r o n t entrance i s approached by a grand f l i g h t of stone 
steps. The veranda r a i l i n g i s of d e l i c a t e l y proportioned cast 
i r o n w i t h slender columns and lacy brackets. The cast i r o n b a l ­
ustrade a t the main l e v e l i s repeated t o form a balcony r a i l i n g 
at the second l e v e l . A matching small bracketed cast i r o n b a l ­
cony forms a canopy over the c e n t r a l second s t o r y door. 

The windows of the two main s t o r i e s are double hung w i t h 
s i n g l e l i g h t s and those of the second-story chapel are of stainejd 
glass. Each window has a s i n g l e pane transom and these vary i n 
treatment, some decorated and some opaque. There are carved 
l i n t e l s above the transoms. The t h i r d - s t o r y windows are v a r i e d ; 
those of the round tower are t r e a t e d as a Romanesque arcade. 
There i s a t a l l barbican beside the round tower. The e n t i r e 
b u i l d i n g i s r i c h l y ornamented but the most elaborate stone work 
i s concentrated near the roof l i n e . Large cast i r o n g r i f f i n s 
and stone f i n i a l s cap the roof apexes. 

The i n t e r i o r i s r i c h l y f i n i s h e d w i t h ornate paneling, 
wainscots, and wallpapers and the f i r s t - s t o r y f l o o r s are of 
parquet. The house i s fu r n i s h e d throughout w i t h elegant p e r i o d 
pieces. 
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1967 State 
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[6. SIGNIFICANCE 
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

r~l P r e - C o l u m b i a n 1 • 16th Centu ry 

• 15th Centu ry • T7th Cen tu ry 

• 18th Centu ry 

^ 19th Centu ry 

• 20 fh Century 

S P E C I F I C D A T E l S ) ( I I A p p l i c a b l e a n d K n o w n ) 1887-1893 

ban R1ar,ning 

^ 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i n o l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

^ A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

[ 1 Commerce 

I I Commun ico t i ons 

[ I C o n s e r v o t t o n 

I I E d u c a t i o n 

[ 1 E ng inee r i ng 

[ 1 I ndus t r y 

J I n v e n t i o n 

[ ) L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

[ I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t o r y 

• M u s i c 

P o l i t i c a l 

29 R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

losophy 

|~] Sc ience 

n Scu lp tu re 

[ I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

• T h e o t e r 

[ 1 T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Bishop's Palace i n Galveston, Taxas, has received 
n a t i o n a l a t t e n t i o n as an extreme example o f the exuberance of 
the e c l e c t i c l a t e V i c t o r i a n t a s t e i n America. The a r c h i t e c t 
was Nicholas J. Clayton of Galveston, who created b o l d e f f e c t s 
and s t r o n g l y modulated facades i n many of h i s churches and com­
mercial b u i l d i n g s of the p e r i o d , and here released a l l r e s t r a i r j t s , 
There i s an emphatic i r r e g u l a r i t y t o the b u i l d i n g , emphasized 
by an energetic and v a r i e d facade, and the roof l i n e i s crested 
w i t h towers, t a l l chimneys, and heavy ornament. Fine craftsman­
ship i s evident i n the stonework and also i n a l l the d e t a i l i n g 
throughout the mansion. 

The house was b u i l t by Walter Gresham, a prominent lawyer, 
Texas L e g i s l a t o r , and Representative t o the f i f t y - t h i r d Congress 
Gresham was born J u l y 22, 1841, i n King and Queen County, 
V i r g i n i a , i n t o a f a m i l y of p l a n t e r s and notable lawyers. He 
was the grandson of Thomas Gresham, who p r a c t i c e d law i n Essex 
County, V i r g i n i a , a n d the son o f Edward Gresham, who was t r a i n e d 
i n law, but devoted h i s time t o the f a m i l y p l a n t a t i o n . 

Walter Gresham received h i s e a r l y education i n p r i v a t e 
schools. Between 1861 and the end of the C i v i l War i n 1865, 
he fought w i t h Lee's Rangers i n the Army of V i r g i n i a , and 
earned an L.B. degree a t the U n i v e r s i t y o f V i r g i n i a . When 
fa m i l y fortunes were ruined by the war, he moved t o Texas, and 
landed i n Galveston December 31, 1866 w i t h $5.00. He opened 
a law o f f i c e , and i n October of 1868 he married Josephine Mann. 

I n 1872 Gresham was e l e c t e d D i s t r i c t Attorney f o r Galveston 
and Brazoria Counties. I n 1875 he became inv o l v e d i n the r a i l ­
road business. He was one of the a c t i v e leaders i n the organ­
i z a t i o n of Galveston c i t i z e n s who acquired the ch a r t e r of the 
Gulf, Colorado and Santa Fe Company. He was a stockholder 
i n the company and served as d i r e c t o r , a t t o r n e y and second 
v i c e - p r e s i d e n t . 

(cont'd) 



[ 9 . MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee, marker f i l e s . 

Photo-Data Book, The Galveston Architecture Survey, 1966-67 
John Garner, Direc tor . 

AIA l i s t i n g of the 100 most s i g n i f i c a n t bui ldings in the U.S. 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 
NE 
SE  
SW 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L O N G l T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T F N A C R E S 

L A T l T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

29 ° 18 ' 10 ' 

L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

94 ° 46 ' 55 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : . 4 1 a C r e 

I L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

CODE COUNTY 

COUNTY: 

COUNTY 

If. FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME AND TITLE: Wayne B e l l , Projec t Director 

Roxanne Williamson, Archi tec ture 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

108 W. 15th Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Austin 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA I ION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the Natonal Park Service. The recommended 

level of s ignyffance of this nomina t i^ is: 

Na t iona l / [35 j ^tate 

Name 

Title State L i a i s o n O f f i c e r 

Bate 

Tsxss 042 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

"hief. Office of Archeology and Historic Presentation 

AUG 2 5 1970 
Date 

ATTEST 

Date 
JUN 2:fl970 
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8. (cont'd) 
I n 1887 Gresham's i n t e r e s t s turned again t o p o l i t i c s . He 

was elected t o the Twentieth Texas L e g i s l a t u r e , a p o s i t i o n he 
held f o r s i x years. During t h a t time he served as chairman o f 
the House F i n a n c i a l Committee. I n 1892 he was elected as a 
Representative o f the t e n t h Congressional D i s t r i c t to the 
F i f t y - t h i r d Congress. 

Gresham also worked a c t i v e l y t o secure a deepwater harbor 
f o r Galveston, as w e l l as good water t r a n s p o r t a t i o n systems f o r 
a l l of Texas. From 1901 to the outbreak o f World War I , f o r 
example, he was a c t i v e i n such groups as the Na t i o n a l Rivers 
and Harbors Congress and the I n t e r - C o a s t a l Canal Commission. 

Gresham's a f f l u e n c e increased as h i s p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n c i v i c 
a f f a i r s developed. I n 1887, the same year he was elected t o 
the Texas L e g i s l a t u r e , he commissioned the Galveston a r c h i ­
t e c t , Nicholas Joseph Clayton, t o design a grand mansion. 
Cost estimates o f the Gresham mansion vary from contemporary 
guesses o f $250,000 t o $500,000. I n 1887, however, r e p o r t e r s 
were more conservative, and the lowest cost r e p o r t e d , $75,000, 
was the p u b l i c f i g u r e released by Gresham du r i n g the con­
s t r u c t i o n of the b u i l d i n g . 

Clayton was a t work on the design e a r l y i n 1887, and con­
s t r u c t i o n was repo r t e d t o have begun i n the s p r i n g o f t h a t year. 
B u i l d i n g a c t i v i t y continued f o r the f o l l o w i n g s i x years, and 
although the house was u n f i n i s h e d i n some minor d e t a i l s , the 
Greshams f o r m a l l y opened t h e i r home on January 1, 1893. 

I n 192 3 the Galveston-Houston Diocese o f the Cathol i c 
Church purchased the Gresham House f o r $40,500. The mansion 
became the Bishop's Palace when the Most Reverend Christopher 
C.E. Byrne l i v e d there u n t i l h i s death i n 1950. The Most Re­
verend Vincent M. H a r r i s , Chancellor o f the Galveston-Houston 
Diocese, and l a t e r Bishop o f Beaumont Diocese, also occupied 
the Palace. 

The C a t h o l i c Church turned the Palace over tcu-the Newman 
Club i n 1963, and three months l a t e r , the d i o g ^ e o; 
b u i l d i n g to the p u b l i c . 

Recorded Texas H i s t o r i c Landmark- 1967, 

the 
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1. NAME 

The B i s h o p s Pa lace 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C ; The Gresham House 

2. L O C A T I O N 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

1402 Avenue J (Broadway) 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

G a l v e s t o n 

Texas 042 
3. MAP R E F E R E N C t 

^I^es£c»ti 
'—n . ';-

167 

United States Department of I n t e r i o r Geological.Survey 
^CALE: 1 : 2 4 0 0 0 

DATE: 1943 ( r e v i s e d 1952,1954) 
— 4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requ i red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longi tude re ference. 

Texas Map Reference #2994-231 





AUG •> 5 197D 

!tr . TTuertt Latltr.cr 
licecutlve Di rec tor 
Te:.a3 Ctate H l c t c r l c a l Survey Cocaittee 
Pcct CTficc Box 12276 
Capi to l S ta t ion 
ICo A.'est 15tii Street 

Austin, Texas '(c jOl 

Bear hiT. Lat i r .er : 

Ve arc pleased t o in fona you tha t the h i s t o r i c propert ies l i o t o t l on 

the enclosure have been placed oa the l i a t iona l i l e / j i s te r o f H i s to r i c 

Places. Senators Ralph V. Yarborou(^i aaid John C. Tower and the 

appropriate Rcpreaeutatives have a lso been n o t i f i e d . Please v i t a -

hold any p u b l i c i t y on t h i s u n t i l you hr.ve received a carbon copy oi ' 

the Con.:^ea3iorujl correspondence. 

Sincerely yours, 

/ s J ' t r n o T t A i l o n Conna l ly 

liTncst / .Hen Connally 
Ciiiei", O f f i c e o f /ircheolo:*/ 

find H i s to r i c Precervation 

2 5 1970 
Incloiurc 

Entered i n the Eutloncl Re-;iotcr 

cc: 
HR 

RGorr.ble rcaa 8/13/70 BASIC FH-E KLTAIIt-ZD I l f HR 



Properties added to the Î tioo»l Reoister of Historic Places 

TEXAS 

Bishop's Ptilace 
Old Land O f f i c e E u i l d i n ^ 
Bsrker His tory Center 
h'eill-Cochran hou.se 
Old Post O f f i c e and 

Federal B u i l d i n g 
Voodlavn 
The Co\'ei*nor's r.anslon 
Gethseisane Luthernn Church 
Hcllnnon Houî e (ErsldLne House #1 
Carrinston-Covfirt House 
K l e i n (StcTihen) Hooise 
Schubert House 
TirJien House 
Seaberry House 
Sebastopol (Zom House) 
L i t t l e f i e i d .=iousc 
Old Cr-nlveatoji Custoci House 
Captain Singleton House 
Lindiiciiaer Ho;..8 
Captain V i l l i a a Perry Koxise 
Beard uoxise 

Galveston, Texaa 
Avistin, Te:ais 
Austin, Texas 
Austin, Texas 

Austin, Texas 
Austin, Texas 
Austin, Texas 
Austin, Texas 
So; rain, Texas 
Austin, Texas 
liev Braunfels, Texas 
Clddinss, Texas 
Georcetovm, Texas 
Jelfcrson, Texas 
Sequin, Texas 
Austin, Texas 
Ciilveston, Texas 
JexYcrson, Texas 
Iicw Braunfels, Texaa 
Jefferson, Texas 
Jefferson, Texas 



SEP 16 1970 

U(xlt«d StatM 

9mr II—tiii,i> Yarbcorou^: 

We ar« pI«M«d to InPom /ou that tbe oistorlc pancq;i«rtlc« listed oa 

the eaeXoeiffe have been ncauljwted lay the State IXmlatm Officer 

appointed by the Oo-vemor tor the ijapienentatlon of the National 

aiBtm^lc AreaegnmtloB MrOî aa iji l^xae and haire been entered Into 

tbe latioaal Begl ester of fiistorlc laaeea. SesMtor John 0. Ttiwer and 

^ idtm aipropriate BcsnresentatlTes hanre alao been ]^Tided vith this 

lafonHation. By copy of this IctteTj the State Ltaiaon Officer^ 

Mr. ITtictt Latiuer, Executive Director, Texas State airtorical Survey 

1 Con&ittee, fOat Office Box 12276, Capitol Ltatioa, 10& West 15th Street, 

Austin, Texas 7^701, has likewise been notified. A leaflet ezplainine 

the Batioaaal R^j^atar i s enclosed. 

Sincerely youra. 

(SGD) CEORG-t B. HARTZOG, JR. 

director 

fttared in the Batloxtal Register 
2 5 1970 

cc: 
Mr. Truett Latimer, Executive Director, Texas State Historical Survey Committee, 

P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station, I06 W. 15th St., Austin, Texas 787OI 

Duplicate l e t t e r sent t o : Hon. John G. Tower 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 



Properties added to the Rational Register of Historic Places 

Bishop's Palace 
^ Old Land Office Building 
-̂  Barker History Center 

Heill-Cochran House 
,y Old Post Office and 

Federal Building 
'̂ Woodlawn 
i^lhe Governor's Itonsion 
u.̂  Oethseciane Lutheran Church 
'^Hollamon House (Erskine House #1) 
'^Carrington-Covert House 
•̂ 'ICLein (Steplien) House 
/^Schubert Uovise 
A^innen House 
^-Sedberry House*/ 
---^bastopol (Zorn House) 
- ^ t t l e f i e l d House 
'^Id Galveston Custom House 
-Captain Singleton House 
--iUndheimer Home 
.-^ptain Williara Perry House ̂  
^ Beard House 1/ 

Galveston, Texas 
Austin, Texas 
Austin, Texas 
Austin, Texas 

Austin, Texas 
Austin, Texas 
Austin, Texas 
Austin, Texas 
Seguin, Texas 
Austin, Texas 
New Braunfels, Texas 
Giddlngs, Texas 
Georgetown, Texas 
Jefferson, Texas 
Seguin, Texas 
Austin, Texas 
Galveston, Texas 
Jefferson, Texas 
New Braunfels, Texas 
Jefferson, Texas 
Jefferson, Texas 
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SEP 16 1970 
iloa. Jack Brtoks 
llouse of ivCTTCsentfttivee 
Wachin-iton, D. C» 

Eear Brocks i 

Ve ere pleased to ini'ora you that the i i l s to r lc properties l i s t ed on 

the enclosure have bcai ncrJjiated by tlie State Liaison Off icer 

appointed by the Gjvernfjr f o r the Irplenentation of the IJational 

iJ.3toric frcservatlan Jrocraa i n Texas and have been entered into 

the l i i t iona l Eceister of Hiatcrlc ITLaccs. Ccnntorc Fjolpii W. Yaxboroufjti 

aad Joiin G. Tower have also been provided v i t h t i i l e in fomat ion . By 

copy of t.'ils l e t t e r , the State Liaison Off ice r , Mr. Truett LatlLier, 

Executive Director, Tercas Ctate i l i s t fu ' l c t i l Survey Co-.rjalttcc, Post Office 

2. Box 12276, Capitol Station, 106 Vest 15th Street, i ius t ln , Texas 7u7Cl, 

< i iias li]:cwise been n o t i f i e d . A l e a f l e t explaining tJie iJatlonal Kecleter 
o 

ia enclosed. 

Sincerely yours. 

-^Currr^ 

(SGOl GEORGE B. K.1RTZ0G, JR. 

l!irector 

Enclosures 

•| , «. , AUG '2 5 1973 
^ I^ntered i a the ISxtional ncgl8tcr_ 

r» 3 ss cc: 
Mr. Truett Latiner Exec^otive Director, Texas State Historical Survey Con,-iittee, 

P. 0. Box 12276, Capitol Station, 10(3 W. 15th St., Austin, Texas 7070I 

. Director, Scxith-aest Region 
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Properties added to the National Register of Historic Places 

TE:'Ĉs 

Old Galveston Cvistom House Galveston, Texas 
Bishop's Palace Galveston, Texas 

y 


