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Q N A M E 
HISTORIC S p a n i s h G o v e r n o r ' s P a l a c e 
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S p a n i s h G o v e r n o r ' s P a l a c e 

H L O C A T I O N 
STREET & NUMBER 105 M i l i t a r y P l a z a 

_ N 0 T FOR PUBUCATION 

CITY. TOWN 

San A n t o n i o VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

20 t h 

STATE CODE 

Texas 48 

COUNTY CODE 

Bexa r 029 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

? L B U I L D I N G ( S ) 

—STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

X_PUBUC 

—PRIVATE 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

—IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 

-XOCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 

^ E S : RESTRICTED 

— YES: UNRESTRICTED 

— NO 

PRESENT USE 

—AGRICULTURE X _ M U S E U M 

—COMMERCIAL 

—EDUCATIONAL 

—ENTERTAINMENT 

—GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MIUTARY 

—PARK 

—PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—RELIGIOUS 

—SCIENTIFIC 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER: 

[OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME City of San Antonio, adm. by Department of Parks and Recreation 

STREETS, NUMBER 

950 East Hi ldebrand 
CITY. TOWN 

San Anton io VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Texas 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE, B e x a r C o u n t y C o u r t h o u s e 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. 

STREETS. NUMBER 

South Main Street 1 block south of Commerce Street 
CITY. TOWN 

San Anton io 

STATE 

Texas 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

—FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDIT ION 

—EXCELLENT 

i iGOOD 

—FAIR 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

C H E C K ONE 

—UNALTERED 

XALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

^ L O R I G I N A L SITE 

-MOVED DATE_ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Spanish Governor's Palace i s a long one-story, U-shaped building with 
three-foot thick walls of stone covered i n lime plaster. The walls r i s e 
i n a parapet above the f l a t roof with projecting downspouts or canales to 
carry rain water o f f the roof. There are two rocms and a l o f t which was 
once used to store food. The rooms i n the rear open out onto a patio and 
a large courtyard. The pebbled paving i s a reproduction, designed from a 
Spanish p a t i o , but one sim i l a r t o t h i s i s mentioned i n h i s t o r i c a l docu­
ments . 

By the 1920s, the bu i l d i n g had long been neglected, and the rooms had 
been leased f o r various commercial purposes. I t was saved only a f t e r 
i t became iinsafe f o r i t s tenants. The entrance h a l l was once the 
"Hole-in-the-Wall Bar" advertising nickle beer. The room to the r i g h t — 
the chapel—was used as a clothing store. The long room t o the l e f t , the 
b a l l room, was once a produce market; and the room beyond i t was a 
t a i l o r shop. I t had also been used as a g{jhool one time. The w i l l of 
Jose Ignacio Perez from 1849 aided i n the restoration as he had 
bequeathed each room separately t o members of his family. 

The b u i l d i n g was purchased i n 1928 by the c i t y and was restored i n 1929. 
The architect and contractors t r i e d t o preserve as much of the o r i g i n a l 
building as possible. The rock and brick walls were i r i t a ct f o r the 
most part. Those walls that were replaced were done so on the basis of 
existing foundations. The lime plaster covering the walls now had to be 
added since tJie o r i g i n a l had deteriorated over the years. The wooden 
l i n t e l s over the doorway are the o r i g i n a l s . The t i l e floors i n several 
of the rooms are the o r i g i n a l ; but had to be r e l a i d since they were 
badly warped. The native flagstone was l a i d i n place of that which was 
i n the building at the time of the restoration and are said to have 
been used at one time as parts of the c i t y streets. The doors were put 
on i n 1929, but a l l were hand-carved according to the design of one 
remaining o r i g i n a l door. The corrugated t i n roof that covered the 
building was replaced with an authentic reproduction. Old telegraph 
poles and ra i l r o a d t i e s were used fo r the c e i l i n g . Because they look 
l i k e telegraph poles rather than hand hewn vigas i t produces a less than 
desirable r e s u l t . The i n t e r i o r i s fumished with authentic period 
pieces and i s used as a museum of Spanish Colonial h i s t o r y . 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

— PREHISTORIC 

— 1400-1499 
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— 1800 1899 

— 1900 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

ARCHEULUUY-PREHISTORIC 
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—ART 
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—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

— ENGINEERING 

— EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

— LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

— LAW 

-LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

X_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

— RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIALyHUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1749 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Erected i n 1749 as the residence of the commanding o f f i c e r of the San 
Antonio presidio, the Spanish Governor's Palace i s a restored example of a 
large Spanish Colonial town house. I t i s also the only remaining example 
i n Texas of an a r i s t o c r a t i c 18th-century Spanish residence. 

HISTORY 

The c i t y of San Antonio was founded i n 1718 by the Spanish Viceroy, the 
Marquis de Valero. I t was a midpoint between the presidios of northern 
Mexico and those of the early Texas c a p i t a l , Los Adaes, i n the eastern part 
of the State. The East Texas settlements were not permanent, but they had 
been established as a buffer along the border of French t e r r i t o r i a l posses­
sions. 

The San Antonio Mission—San Antonio de V a l e r o — ( l a t e r known as the Alamo) 
was established at the ci t y ' s founding. The accompanying f o r t — o n e h a l f 
mile west—was called the Presidio San Antonio de Bexar. 

The present structure of t±.e Presidio was begun i n 1722. A l l that remains 
i s now called the Spanish Governor's Palace. This building was o r i g i n a l l y 
intended as the residence of the p r e s i d i a l commander, but i t was la t e r 
used as the home of several of the Spanish governors who resided i n San 
Antonio. The presidio was b u i l t f o r the protection of the area Missions, 
because of the constant threat from the various Indian tr i b e s of the 
region. 

The o r i g i n a l thatch buildings, by 1749, were replaced with permanent f i r e ­
proof structures including the walls, ramparts, warehouses, o f f i c e r ' s quarters, 
soldiers' barracks, and the Commandancia which was located along the west 
side of the f o r t i f i c a t i o n . The Commandancia, the residence of the Captain 
of the Presidio, came t o represent the seat of Government, when the V i l l a of 
San Fernando (San Antonio) was made the cap i t a l of the Province of Texas 
i n 1772. After t J i i s , the Spanish governors resided i n the Commandancia of 
the Presidio, which became known as the Governor's Palace. There were 
thir t y - t w o governors between 1722 and approximately 1804. 

(Continued) 
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Plaza on th& east. Dolorosa Street on the south, Calder Street on the west 
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(c i t y location map, item A). 
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In 1804 the house was purchased by Igancio Perez, whose heirs retained the 
t i t l e u n t i l the c i t y of San Antonio bought i t i n 1928. In the 1860's the 
house was used as a school house and l a t e r as a second-hand clothing store, 
restaurant and bar. By the time the c i t y acquired i t i n 1928, the building 
had been considerably altered. The house was restored i n 1929-30 and i s 
now a museum with Spanish Colonial period f u r n i t u r e . 

Since the dedication i n 1931, the Governor's Palace has been under the super­
vision of the Department of Parks and Recreation of the c i t y of San Antonio. 
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Brackens, Dorothy K. and Redway, Maurine W., Early Texas Homes, Dallas, 1956. 
Morrison, Hugh, Early American Architecture, New York, 1952. 
Nicholson, Arnold, American Houses i n History, New York, 1955. 
Ramsdell, Charles, San Antonio, A H i s t o r i c a l and P i c t o r i a l Guide, Austin, 

1959. 
Sanford, Trent E., The Architecture of the Old Southwest, New York, 1950. 
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United States Department Jf the Interior 

DJ REPLY R£FER TO: 

A1619-DOS 

Memorandum 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20^40 

APR 1 3 1970 

To: Secretary of the Interior 
Through: Assistant Secretary for Fish £ 

Parks, and Marine Resources 
feting 

Prorai" D i r e c t o r , Nat ional Park Service 

Subject: National Historic Landmark recommendations 
of the Advisory Board on National P^rk 
Buildings and Monuments 

Enclosed herewith is the memorandum of the Ad\fisory Board on National 
Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings and Monumentii summarizing i t s findings 
and recommendations on the National Survey of 
ings pa r t i a l theme study of "Colonial Architec ture," This memorandum 
makes two principal recommendations: (1) Thai; 77 sites encompassed by 
this study be declared e l i g i b l e for National I i i s t o r i c Landmark status. 
These are l i s t e d under Sections A, B, C, and Ii of the memorandum; 
(2) That 41 of these sites be given further ccnsideration i n long range 
plans for addition to the National Park Systen. 

We recommend that you approve the Advisory Board's memorandum, and that 
i t be returned to this office to become a part of the permanent record 
of actions recommended by the Board and approved by you. 

, 61st meeting 
s. Historic Sites, 

Enclosure 

Approved: | 5 

Secretary o f I n t e r i o r 



United States Department of the Interior 

I N RfiPLy REFER TO: 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 202^0 

October 8, 1969 

Memorandum 

To: 

From: 

Secretary of the Inter i o r 

Chairman, Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic Sites, 
Buildings, and Monuments 

Subject: National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings: Partial 
study of "colonial Architecture" comprising sites In 
eighteen States and the D i s t r i c t of Columbia 

The Advisory Board on National Parks, Histori 
Monuments, at i t s 61st meeting i n Washington, 
having carefully evaluated the p a r t i a l study 
submits the following statements with recomme 

c Sites, Buildings, and 
D. C, October 6-9, 1969, 

of "Colonial Architecture,' 
ndatlons: 

A. Of the Bites included i n the study, the following are recognized 
as nationally significant i n i l l u s t r a t i n g or commemorating the history 
of the United States, and i t is recommended that they be declared 
e l i g i b l e for designation as Registered National Historic Landmarks with 
boundaries, as appropriate, described i n attachments: 

Alaska 

1. 
2. 

Church of the Holy Ascension, Unalaaka 
Church of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary, Kenai 

California 

3. Anza House 
4. Jose Castro House 
5. Estudillo House 
6. Fort ROBS Commander's House 
7. Fort ROSS Russian Orthodox Church 
8. Guajome Ranchhouse 
9. LOS Alamos Ranchhouse 

10. Los Cerritos Ranchhouse 
11. Monterey Old Town Historic D i s t r i c t 
12. Petaluma Adobe 
13. San Diego Mission Church 
14. San Juan Bautista Plaza Historic D i s t r i c t 
15. San Luis Rey Mission Church 
16. Vhay House 



Delaware 

17, 

Flori d a 

18. 
19. 
20. 

I l l i n o i s 

Aspendale 

Llambias House 
Oldest House 
St. Augustine Town Plan H i s t o r i c p i s t r i c t 

21. Church of the Holy Family 
22, 

Louisiana 

23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 

Maryland 

29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 

Missouri 

40. 

P i e r r e Menard House 

Ke l l e r (Homeplace) Pl a n t a t i o n Hou^e 
L a f i t t e ' s Blacksmith Shop 
Mayor Glrod House 
Madame John's Legacy 
Parlange P l a n t a t i o n House 
Presbytere 

Brice House 
Chase-Lloyd House 
Chestertown H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
His Lordship's Kindness 
London Town Publik House 
Montpelier 
Mount Clare 
Resurrection Manor 
T u l i p H i l l 
West St. Mary's Manor 
Wye House 

Louis Bolduc House 



New Mexico 

41. San Estevan del Rey Mission Church 
42. San Francisco de Assissi Mission Chui-ch 
43. San Jose de Gracia Church 

North Carolina 

44. Chowan County Courthouse 
45. Cupola House 
46. Palmer-Marsh House 
47. Single Brothers' House 

South Carolina 

48. 
49. 
50. 
51. 
52. 
53. 
54. 
55. 
56. 

Texas 

Br i c k House Ruin 
Wil l i a m Gibbes House 
Hampton Pl a n t a t i o n 
Heyward-Washington House 
Mlddleburg P l a n t a t i o n 
Pompion H i l l Chapel 
St. James' Episcopal Church, Goose Ĉ J-eek 
St. James' Episcopal Church, Santee 
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church 

57. 
58. 

Mission Concepcion 57. 
58. Spanish Governor's Palace 

V i r g i n i a 

59. Brandon 
60. Bruton Parish Church 
61. Carter's Grove 
62. Chri s t Church, Alexandria 
63. Kenmore 
64. Sabine Ha l l 
65. James Semple House 
66. Shirley 
67. Waterford H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
68. Wythe House 
69. Yeocomico Church 

3 



^ , 

Washington 

B. 

70. Fort Nlsqually Granary 

Three sites included i n the portion of 
considered the Middle Colonies are recognized as nationally significant 

Colonial Architecture that 

e l i g i b l e for designation and i t is recommended that they be declared 
as Registered National Historic Landmarks: 

1. William Trent House, New Jersey 
2. Christ Church, Pennsylvania 
3. Carpenters' Hall, Pennsylvania 

C. Two sites included i n this study are recognized as nationally 
significant i n Theme IV, "Spanish Exploration and Settlement." I t i s 
recommended that they be declared e l i g i b l e for recognition as 
Registered National Historic Landmarks: 

1. La Purisima Mission, California 
2. Cathedral of St. Augustine, Florid 

D. Two sites not orig i n a l l y included within t h i s study are recommended 
for designation as National Historic Landmarks within Theme XX, Subtheme, 
"Architecture." 

1. El Santuario de Chimayo, New Mexico 
2. Peyton Randolph House, Virginia 

E, Other Recommendations: 

1. That the following sites be placed 
Sites Considered:" 

California 

(1) Avila House 
(2) La Casa de Cota de la Cuesta 
(3) La Casa de Eduardo de la Cuesta 
(4) Covarrubias Adobe 
(5) De La Guerra Adobe 
(6) El Cuartel 
(7) Guadalupe (Olivera) Ranch House Nb. 1 
(8) H i l l - C a r r i l l o Adobe 
(9) Ortega House 

in the category of Other 



(10) Plaza Church 
(11) Rocha House 
(12) San Diego Old Town H i s t o r i c D i s t t - i c t 
(13) San Juan Capistrano Mission Churph 

D i s t r i c t of Columbia 

(14) Alva Belmont House 

I l l i n o i s 

(15) Cahokia Courthouse 
(16) Cahokia H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

Louisiana 

(17) Darby Plant a t i o n House 
(18) Ormond Pl a n t a t i o n 

Maryland 

(19) 
(20) 
(21) 
(22) 
(23) 
(24) 
(25) 
(26) 
(27) 
(28) 
(29) 
(30) 

Missouri 

Emmanuel Protestant Episcopal Chjirch 
Genesar 
Hammond Manor Itouse 
Kilmarock (Burleane H a l l ) 
Ogle Ha l l 
Otterbein Church 
Patuxent Manor House 
St. John's Episcopal Church, Bro^d Creek 
St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Kent County 
Talbot County Court House 
Third Haven Meeting House 
T r i n i t y Episcopal Church, Dorchester County 

(31) Jean Baptiste Valle House 

New Mexico 

(32) San Geronimo de Taos Mission Church 



— 

North Carolina 

(33) Bath H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
(34) St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Edentofi 
(35) St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Bath 
(36) Tryon Palace, O r i g i n a l (West) Wing 

South Carolina 

(37) Branford-Horry House 
(38) Fenwick Hall 
(39) Medway Pla n t a t i o n 
(40) Thomas Rose House 
(41) Col. John Stuart House 
(42) Sword Gate House 

V i r g i n i a 

(43) Berkeley P l a n t a t i o n 
(44) B r a f f e r t o n H a l l , College of William and Mary 
(45) The Glebe House 
(46) Noland's Ferry House 
(47) Pohick Church 
(48) President's House, College of W i l l i ^ and Mary 
(49) S m i t h f i e l d P l a n t a t i o n 
(50) Tazewell House 

West V i r g i n i a 

(51) Crane (Lord F a i r f a x ) House 
(52) Mordington (Happy Retreat) 
(53) Governor T i f f i n House 

2. 
themei 

That the f o l l o w i n g s i t e s be given f u r t h e r study under t h i s 

C a l i f o r n i a 

(1) Olivas Adobe 
(2) San Gabriel Mission Church 

Colorado 

(3) Baca House 



Connecticut 

(4) Hatheway House  

Delaware 

(5) Christ Church, Laurel 
(6) Prince George's Chapel 

F l o r i d a 

(7) Spanish Treasurer's House 

Louisiana 

(8) 
(9) 

(10) 
(11) 
(12) 
(13) 
(14) 
(15) 
(16) 
(17) 
(18) 

Maryland 

(19) 
(20) 
(21) 
(22) 
(23) 
(24) 
(25) 
(26) 
(27) 
(28) 

African House, Melrose Pla n t a t i o p 
Creole Cottage 
Louis Arceneaux House 
E. D. White Memorial Cottage 
Voisin P l a n t a t i o n House 
Spanish Custom House 
Er a r i s t e Blanc House 
Montegut House 
Bank of the United States 
Absinthe House 
Cathedral of St. Louis 

C a r r o l l Mansion 
Providence P l a n t a t i o n 
Queen Anne's Coimty Courthouse 
Horatio Sharp (Hideout) House 
Scott House 
St. John's Episcopal Church, HilLsboro 
St. Luke's Episcopal Church, Church H i l l 
St. Luke's Episcopal Church or Tuckahoe Chapel, Queenstown 
Old Wye Church 
Doughoregan Manor 

New Mexico - F l o r i d a 

(29) Pascual Martinez Ranch House 
(30) Santa Fe and Albuquerque and Penbacola town plans 



North Carolina 

(31) Breezeway type of Colonial House 
(32) Edenton H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
(33) Hayes Pl a n t a t i o n House 
(34) Sycamore P l a n t a t i o n 

South Carolina 

(35) Edward's House 
(36) Edisto Hall 

V i r g i n i a 

(37) Battersea 
(38) B l a n d f i e l d 
(39) Carlyle House 
(40) Dulaney House 
(41) Elmwood 
(42) Hanover Tavern 
(43) Hanover Courthouse 
(44) King William Courthouse 
(45) Long Bridge Ordinary 
(46) Marmion 
(47) Powhatan Courthouse 
(48) Powhatan Tavern 
(49) Three-story wooden row houses 

Prince Street i n Alexandria 
(50) S m i t h f i e l d Courthouse 
(51) Washington H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
(52) Wetherburn's Tavern 
(53) F i n castle H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

West V i r g i n i a 

(54) Harewood 
(55) Sweet Springs 

F. The National Park System includes the following structures that are 
Importantly Related to th i s study: 

1. Tumacacori National Monument, Arizona 
2. Castillo de San Marcos National Monument, Florida 
3. Fort Matanzas National Monument, Flqrida 
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4. Hampton National Historic Site, Maryland 
5. Nelson House, Colonial National Historical Park, Virginia 
6. San Jose Mission Church, Texas 

G. Forty-eight sites related to this theme have been classified as 
possessing national significance i n other theme studies. These are: 

Importantly Related to Colonial Architecture 

1. Russian Mission Orphanage, Alaska 
2. San Xavier del Bac Mission Church, Arizona 
3. Carmel Mission Church, California 
4. Larkin Houae, California 
5. Old Custom House, California 
6. Royal Presidio Chapel, California 
7. Santa Barbara Mission Church, California 
8. Sonoma Pueblo Historic D i s t r i c t , California (with boundaries 

enlarged and defined i n the attachments) 
9. Savannah Historic D i s t r i c t , Georgia 

10. The Cabildo, Louisiana 
11. Ursuline Convent, Louisiana 
12. Vieux Carre Historic D i s t r i c t , Louisiana 
13. Jackson Square, Louisiana 
14. Colonial Annapolis Historic D i s t r i c t , Maryland 
15. Hammond-Harwood House, Maryland 
16. Maryland State House, Maryland 
17. Whitehall, Maryland 
18. Ste. Genevieve Historic D i s t r i c t , Missouri 
19. Palace of the Governors, New Mexico 
20. Old Salem Historic D i s t r i c t , North Carolina 
21. Miles Brewton House, South Carolina 
22. Robert Brewton House, South Carolina 
23. Charleston Historic D i s t r i c t , South Carolina (with boundaries 

enlarged and defined i n the attachments) 
24. Drayton Hall, South Carolina 
25. Mulberry Plantation, South Carolina 
26. St. Michael's Episcopal Church, South Carolina 
27. Presidio de La Bahia, Texas 
28. Alexandria Historic D i s t r i c t , Virginia 
29. Bacon's Castle, Virginia 
30. Christ Church, Lancaster County, Virginia 
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31. Colonial Williamsburg Historic Distri, 
32. Gadsby's Tavern, Virginia 
33. Gunston Hall, Virginia 
34. Mount Airy, Virginia 
35. Mount Vernon, Virginia 
36. St. Luke's Church, Virginia 
37. Stratford Hall, Virginia 
38. Adam Thoroughgood House, Virginia 
39. Tuckahoe Plantation, Virginia 
40. Westover, Virginia 
41. Wren Building, College of William anc 

Also Related to Colonial Architecture 

c t , Virginia 

Mary, Virginia 

42. Erskine House, Alaska 
43. St. Michael's Cathedral, Alaska 
44. Commandant's House, Presidio of San Francisco, California 
45. Las Trampas Plaza Historic D i s t r i c t , New Mexico 
46. Salem Tavern, Old Salem, North Carolina 
47. The Alamo, Texas 
48. Rising Sun Tavern, Virginia 

H. The Board recommends that the Old State (Colony) House in Newport, 
Rhode Island, a Landmark previously placed i n the category of Also 
Related to Colonial Architecture, be noted as being Importantly Related 
to Colonial Architecture. 

I . The following sites are Judged of such prime significance as to 
merit further study for possible addition to the National Park System. 
I t i s recognized that many, such as Colonial Williamsburg, are being 
adequately preserved at present and are not available. Because unfore­
seen contingencies may change present circiamstances, such sites should 
nevertheless be identified as potential units of the system and noted 
for long-range consideration i n the evolution of the National Park 
System Plan. 

1. Russian Mission Orphanage, Alaska 
2. San Xavier del Bac Mission Church, Arizona 
3. Fort Ross, California 
4. Guajome Ranchhouse, California 
5. Los Alamos Ranchhouse, California 
6. Monterey Old Town Historic D i s t r i c t , California 
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7. Petaluma Adobe, California 
8. Royal Presidio Chapel, California 
9. Santa Barbara Mission Church, Califomia 
10. Church of the Holy Family, I l l i n o i s 
11. Parlange Plantation House, Louisiana 
12. Vieux Carre Historic D i s t r i c t , Louisiana 
13. Colonial Annapolis Historic D i s t r i c t , Maryland 
14. Resurrection Manor, Maryland 
15. Tulip H i l l , Maryland 
16. Whitehall, Maryland 
17. Wye House, Maryland 
18. Ste. Genevieve Historic D i s t r i c t , Missouri 
19. San Estevan del Rey Mission Church (Acoma), New Mexico 
20. San Jose de Gracia Church (Las Trampas), New Mexico 
21. Old Salem Historic D i s t r i c t , North Carolina 
22. Charleston Historic D i s t r i c t , South Carolina 
23. Drayton Hall, South Carolina 
24. Mulberry Plantation, South Carolina 
25. St. James Episcopal Church, Goose Cr^ek, South Carolina 
26. St. James Episcopal Church, Santee, South Carolina 
27. Mission Concepcion (San Antonio Missions Park Proposal), Texas 
28. Presidio de l a Bahia (Goliad Complex), Texas 
29. Alexandria Historic D i s t r i c t , Virgin:|.a 
30. Brandon, Virginia 
31. Bacon's Castle, Virginia 
32. Christ Church, Lancaster County, Virginia 
33. Colonial Williamsburg Historic Distrjj.ct, Virginia 
34. Gunston Hall, Virginia 
35. Mount Airy, Virginia 
36. Mount Vernon, Virginia 
37. St, Luke's Church, Virginia 
38. Shirley, Virginia 
39. Stratford Hall, Virginia 
40. Adam Thoroughgood House, Virginia 
41. Westover, Virginia 

Emil W. iaury V 

Approved: 
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l/iAY c 1970 
/ 

Dear Senator YaTborouĝ : 

I am pleased to Infoxw you that ttse Miaalon (toncepcion ard 
the Spanish Governor's Palace, described in the enclosures, have 
been 'found to possess national aignif icance in consaemoratins the 
history of the Uoited States. 

These sites have been evaluated by the Advisory Board on 
Paries, Hiatoric Sites, Buildin.?a, and.̂ tonumsiits throuf?h studies 
prepared by tl-ie National b\irvey of historic Sites and Buildings, 
pursuant to tha Historic Sites Act of Axigust 21, 1935. I have 
approved the reeoiaBesadations of the Board* 

As eocplalned in the enclosed folOer, each of theae sites is eligible 
to receive a certificate and plaque deoifsmting i t a Katlonal 
Historic Landmrlt. The Pirector of the Ixational Park Service w i l l 
notify the owners and provide them with the proper application forms. 

Designation as a IJatlonal Hlstoaric landmik autcxnatlcally places 
the property on the Iiational Register of Historic Places. Under 
tlie provicions of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, 
entry on the National Register provides each landmaxlt vith safe­
guards against daaage by Federal undertakings and f u l f i l l s one 
qualification for participation in a grant-in-aid prograa bo assist 
in ita preservation. Further infonnatloa about these provisions 
of the law is contained In the enclosed folder describing the 
Satlonal Register. 

In recognizing the historical importance of these sites In your 
State, I wish to cosaaend tlw owners for the care and preservation 
of these pixjpertiea. 

Sincerely youxa, 

Ibgd) V̂'ailer J. Hicket 

Secretary of the Interior 

Hon. Ealph W. Yarboroagh 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 

Enclosures BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 
cc: 
Regional Director; Southvest 
HHS-Mr. Sheely 
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Dear I-Ir. (JonJiolez: 

I ca pleased to infora you tliat tlio Mission Ctoncepcion and 
tho S2gnloh_GQyernor*s Palace, described in the enclosures, have 
been'i^rS to possess national significance ixi coasBejnorating the 
histozy of the United States. 

Tliese sites have been evaluated by the Advisory Board on National 
Parfes, Historic Sites, Buildings, end tonutrsnts throu^ studies 
prepared by tlie National Survey of Historic Sites end Buildings, 
pursuant to the Histoiic Sites Act of /oisust 21, 1935* I have 
approved the recojaaeiidations of the Board. 

As explained in -Uie enclosed folder, each of these sites is eligible 
to receive a certificate and plaque designating i t a National 
Historic limOiimrlc. The Director of tlie National Parle Service v i l l 
notify the corners and provide theja with the proper application forxas. 

Designation as a National Historic landisark eutoaatlcally places 
the property on the Natiortal Register of Historic Places, Under 
•the provisions of the Ilational Historic Preservation Act of 1966, 
entry on tha National Register provides each landaark with safe­
guards against dajaage by Fed.eral undertakings end f u l f i l l s one 
qualification for participation in a grant-in-aid prograa to assist 
in it s preservation. Further infomatlon ebout tlie.ie provisicr^s 
of Ihe law is contained in tho enclosed folder describing the 
National Register. 

In recogQlzing the historical laportance of these sites in your 
State, I wish to cociaend the cmers for the care and preservation 
of these properties. 

Sincerely yours. 

Secretary of the Interior 

Hon. Henry B. Gonzalez 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C, 
Enclosures _ nAHio m v t j - . , ^ , , . 
Regional Director; Southwest 
(̂ mŝ MC- Sheely 



m 5 1970 

Dear Senator Tov/er: 

1 aa pleased to Infora you that the i41ssion Concepcion ond ,. / 
thetSpanlsh Governor's Palace, described in the enclosures, Imve 
beenfound to possess national signiflcaiice in cosaKscorating'the 
history of the United States, 

These sites have been evaluated by the Advisory Board on National 
Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings, and Moni'jaents tlirough studies 
prepared by the National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings, 
pursuant to the Historic Sites Act of Augiujt 21, 1935. I have 
approved tlie recosraendatlons of the Board. 

As e3q)lalned in the enclosed folder, each of these sites is eligible 
to receive a certificate and pla<iue designating i t a National 
Historic landraark. The Mrector of the National Park Service wi l l 
notify tho ovnera and provide thea with the proper application forros. 

Designation as a National Historic Landaark autoaatlcally places 
the propsrty on the National Pvegister of Historic Places. Under 
the provisions of the National Historic Preservation Act of 19̂ 6, 
entry on the National Register provides each Landaark with safe­
guards against daaage by Federal undertakings and f u l f i l l s one 
qiialificatloa for participation in a gixait-in-aid prograa to assist 
In it s preservation. Further Inforaation about these provisions 
of tlie law is contained in the enclosed folder describing the 
Katlonal Register. 

In recognizing the historical liziportance of these sites in your 
State, I wish to coaaend the ovners for the care end pres&rvation 
of these properties. 

Sincerely youra, 

(Sgd) Waller J. ilicke! 

Secretary of the Interior 

Hon. John 0. Tower 
Uhitcd States Senate 
Washington, D, C. 

Enclosures '^^-'^^ ^'^^^ ^'^^'^•'^ 
cc: 
Regional Director; Southwest 

) EHS-Mr. Sheely 



D E P A R T M E N T of t h e I N T E R I O R 
n e w s r e l e a s e 

RATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

For Release Sunday. May 10. 1970 Waindel (202) 3hy-k21k 

80 HISTORIC SITES ANNOUNCED  
ELIGIBLE FOR LANDMARK STATUS 

Secretaiy of the Interior Walter J. Hickel today annoxmced the 

I 

e l i g i b i l i t y of dO buildings and places in 18 Stktes for designation aa 

National Historic Landmarks. 

Al l but a fev of the selections are based upon a NationcU. Park Service 
! 

theme study of colonial architecture vhlch included structvires identified 

vith Spanish, French, Russian and English colonization of what is nov the 

United States. 
California leads today's l ist ing vith 13 sites Identified vith Spanish 

and Russian colonization. Virginia and Mazy land each have 11, and South 
Carolina nine, a l l associated vith the English. | Other States represented 
include Alaska, Delavare, Florida, Georgia, I l l i n o i s , Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Missouri, Nev Jersey, Nev Mexico, North Carolina!, Pennsylvania, Texas and 
Washington. 

Other landmark designations of colonial architectvire in the Nev England 
and Middle Atlantic States vere made earlier. 

A total of 866 sites have been declared eligible for landmark status 
since compilation vas beg\m in I96O. 

Recommendations are made to Secretary Hlckel by the Advisozy Board on 
i'iational Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings and Moniunents, a nonsaleuried public 
body aet up by statute. Al l sites so designated are included in the National 
Register of Historic Places, maintained by the Department of the Interior's 
Nationed Park Service under the National Historic Preservation Act. 

""Whlle^hot ovned or administered by the Service, Historic Landmarks 
are recognized as a means of encouraging the presbrvation of historically 
significant properties. Owners of the individual sites are invited to 
apply to the Service for bronze plaques and certificates vhich identify 
the locations as Historic Leuidmarks, at vhich time they are off ic ial ly so 
designated. 

The States and their nevly eligible sites in alphabetical order by 
states. Include: 



1, Church of the Holy Ascension, V i l l a g e cf Unalaska, Dutch 
Harbor, Unalaska Island, Alaska. Compariscin between a photograph 
of 1884 and one of recent date suggests strongly that the central 
p o r t i o n cf the Church of the Holy Ascensiori dates frora the o r i g i n a l 
construction of 1825-1826. This would make the church the oldest 
Russian-constructed church s t i l l standing i n the United States, 
With the d e s t r u c t i o n of St, Michael's Cathedral at Sitka i n 1966, 
the Church of the Holy Ascension i s also now the f i n e s t and best-
preserved example i n Alaska of a 19th century Russian Orthodox 
Church constructed on the Pskov or cruciforpi ground plan. The 
church i s i n good condition and i n active use. 

Russian Orthodox Mission Church, Kenai, 
of Cook I n l e t , Alaska. The mission church, 
a f i n e and well-preserved example i n Alaska 
Russian Orthodox Church constructed on a ve 
ground plan. The b u i l d i n g i s i n good condi 
t i o n i s an active one. 

on the east shore 
dating from 1894, i s 
of a 19th century 
ssel or q u a d r i l a t e r a l 
t i o n and i t s congrega-

3. Anza House, Third and Franklin Streets,! San Juan Bautista, 
C a l i f o r n i a . Constructed by Juan De Anza in; the period 1820-1840, 
t h i s one-story dwelling i s a splendid and l i t t l e - a l t e r e d example 
of a t y p i c a l small two-room adobe town house of the Mexican period. 
The s t r u c t u r e also includes early (1840-1850) American construction 
features. The unrestored b u i l d i n g i s p r i v a t e l y owned and not open 
t o v i s i t o r s , 

4. Jose Castro House, on the south side of the Plaza, San Juan 
Bautista, C a l i f o r n i a . The two-story Monterey Colonial type i s 
i l l u s t r a t e d by the Jose' Castro adobe, an outstanding and l i t t l e -
a l t e r e d example of t h i s s t y l e . The structure survived v i r t u a l l y 
i n t a c t and unaltered from 1840-1841 we l l i n t o the 20th century. 
The r e s t o r a t i o n since 1933 has been accurately and c a r e f u l l y done. 
Open t o v i s i t o r s , the Castro House i s furnished with pieces of 
the Mexican period. 

5. E s t u d i l l o House, 4000 Mason Street, Old Town, San Diego, 
C a l i f o r n i a . The E s t u d i l l o House, erected i n 1827-1829, i s an 
extremely good example i n the United States of a t y p i c a l large 
Spanish-Mexican Colonial one-story adobe town house. The house 
i s furnished w i t h period f u r n i t u r e . I t i s i n good condition 
and i s open t o v i s i t o r s . 



6, Fort Ross Commander's House, w i t h i n Fort Rosa State H i s t o r i c a l 
Monument, on C a l i f o r n i a Route 1, 13 miles north of Jenner, Sonoma 
County, C a l i f o r n i a , This excellent, rare and l i t t l e - a l t e r e d example 
w e l l i l l u s t r a t e s the Russian-built log house. The Commander's 
House i s l a r g e l y an o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g . Since Fort Ross became a 
State H i s t o r i c a l Monument i n 1928, the house has been c a r e f u l l y 
repaired and restored. I t i s open t o v i s i t o r s . 

7. Fort Ross Russian Orthodox Church, w i t h i n Fort Ross State 
H i s t o r i c a l Monument, on C a l i f o r n i a Route 1, 13 miles north of 
Jenner, Sonoma County, C a l i f o r n i a . The Russian Orthodox Chapel 
at Fort Ross, b u i l t about 1828, i s a rare example of a log church 
constructed on the Russian vessel or q u a d r i l a t e r a l plan. The 
earthquake of 1906 shattered the Chapel, except f o r i t s roof and 
two towers, and the b u i l d i n g collapsed. The walls were reassembled, 
and the b u i l d i n g was restored by the State i n 1915-1917. Further 
h i s t o r i c a l research l a t e r revealed that e r r o r s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n 
the f e n e s t r a t i o n , had been made i n the early r e s t o r a t i o n . I t 
became necessary t o do considerable r e p a i r i n g of the b u i l d i n g i n 
1955-1957, and the early mistakes were eliminated. The Chapel 
i s open t o v i s i t o r s . 

8, Guajome Ranchhouse, 2^ miles northeast of V i s t a , San Diego 
County, C a l i f o r n i a . The Guajome Ranchhouse, erected i n 1852-1853, 
exemplifies the t r a d i t i o n a l Spanish-Mexican one-story adobe hacienda 
w i t h an inner and outer courtyard plan. Unlike most other Spanish-
Mexican ranchos i n the United States, the numerous o r i g i n a l Rancho 
Guajome service buildings have survived v i r t u a l l y i n t a c t . Only a 
small part of the main ranchhouse has been remodeled i n any way. 
The main house, which i s s t i l l a p r i v a t e residence, i s not open 
to v i s i t o r s . 

9. Los Alamos Ranchhouse, on the l e f t of U.S. 101 about three 
miles west of Los Alamos, Santa Barbara County, C a l i f o r n i a . An 
unusually f i n e example of the smaller type of t r a d i t i o n a l one-story 
Spanish-Mexican hacienda i s the Los Alamos Ranchhouse, b u i l t about 
1840. I t s o r i g i n a l r u r a l ranch s e t t i n g has also been preserved 
v i r t u a l l y i n t a c t . The house has been c a r e f u l l y restored, but some 
a l t e r a t i o n s have been made. These changes include the i n s t a l l a t i o n 
of c e n t r a l heating, e l e c t r i c i t y and two pi c t u r e windows. The 
o r i g i n a l o v e r a l l appearance, however, has not been g r e a t l y changed. 
The house i s used as a residence and i s not open t o v i s i t o r s . 



10. Los Cerritos Ranchhouse, 4600 V i r g i n i a Road, Long Beach, 
C a l i f o r n i a . A magnificent example of a courtyard ranchhouse i n 
which the Monterey Colonial s t y l e i s combined w i t h the t r a d i t i o n a l 
Spanish-Mexican plan i s found i n Los Cerritos Ranchhouse erected 
i n 1844, The b u i l d i n g i s a large and impressive example of 
domestic adobe arc h i t e c t u r e i n southern C a l i f o r n i a . The house, 
maintained i n excellent condition, i s now exhibited as a 
h i s t o r i c house and museum and i s also used as a h i s t o r i c a l l i b r a r y . 
The o r i g i n a l ranching s e t t i n g has been destroyed by the growth of 
the City of Long Beach, but the house i t s e l f i s preserved i n very 
a t t r a c t i v e grounds. 

11. La Purisima Mission, near Lompoc, Santa Barbara County, 
C a l i f o r n i a . While i t was never a major mission. La Purisima was 
representative of the C a l i f o r n i a missions. D i l i g e n t and patient 
examination of h i s t o r i c a l records and photographs, interviews with 
early s e t t l e r s , and detailed archeological and s t r u c t u r a l study has 
made possible the almost complete reconstruction of the mission 
compound as i t existed around 1828. La Purisima i s an outstanding 
and authentic reconstructed example of a complete mission complex. 
There are absolutely no i n t r u s i o n s on the o r i g i n a l r u r a l h i s t o r i c 
scene. The Mission's l o c a t i o n , protected by considerable acreage 
and by h i l l s on three sides, should insure the future preservation 
of t h i s s e t t i n g . I t i s administered as a State H i s t o r i c Park and 
i s open t o the p u b l i c , 

12. Monterey Old Town H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , Monterey, C a l i f o r n i a . 
Monterey's Old Town, w i t h i t s surviving c o l l e c t i o n of some 43 adobe 
st r u c t u r e s , i s a remarkably r i c h i l l u s t r a t i o n of the Spanish-Mexican 
Colonial era. I t s mixture of one-story adobes, constructed i n the 
t r a d i t i o n a l manner, w i t h the newer two-story adobes b u i l t i n the 
Monterey Colonial s t y l e , creates a blend of architectures that i s 
unique i n the United States, 

Two pockets of h i s t o r i c s tructures, the southern and northern 
h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t s , have survived and are being recognized i n t h i s 
designation. These two sections contain good examples of Spanish-
Mexican Colonial period buildings i n such numbers and without 
serious i n t r u s i o n s so as to preserve and convey an accurate 
impression of mid-19th century Monterey, 

13. Petaluma Adobe, Casa Grande Road at Adobe Road, four miles 
east of Petaluma, Sonoma County, C a l i f o r n i a . The Petaluma Adobe, 
b u i l t i n 1836-1846 i s a magnificent example of a great s i n g l e -
courtyard ranchhouse i n which Monterey Colonial s t y l e i s combined 
"With the t r a d i t i o h a l T SpahXsh-Mexlcan plan. The Petaluma Adobe i s 
also unusual i n i t s size; i t i s one of the largest examples of 
domestic adobe arc h i t e c t u r e i n the United States. Restoration 
of s u r v i v i n g wings of t h i s great house i s now nearly complete. 
I t i s open to v i s i t o r s . 



i ^ , San Diego xMission Church, F r i a r s Road, f i v e miles east of Old 
Town San Diego, San Diego County, C a l i f o r n i a , The simpler s t y l e of 
architecture u t i l i z e d in most C a l i f o r n i a mission churches i s seen 
i n the San Diego Mission Church (1808-1813), an excellent restored 
example. Restoration of the church began i n 1930-1931 and on 
February 2, 1941, the restored s t r u c t u r e was rededicated as a 
parish church. 

-1"• San Juan Bautista Plaza H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , San Juan Bautista, 
C a l i f o r n i a . San Juan Bautista i s a s t r i k i n g a r c h i t e c t u r a l example 
i n the United States of a 19th century v i l l a g e b u i l t on the 
t r a d i t i o n a l Spanish-Mexican Colonial plaza plan. The f i v e structures 
f r o n t i n g on the Plaza, erected between 1813 and 1874, have been care­
f u l l y restored, and there are no modern i n t r u s i o n s , 

• San Luis Rey Mission Church, on State Route 76, four miles 
east of Oceanside, San Diego County, C a l i f o r n i a . Among C a l i f o r n i a 
mission churches, San Luis Rey i s very important because of the 
extent of surviving o r i g i n a l construction and workmanship. I t i s 
also important i n the design and beauty of i t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
composition. Although i n ruined c o n d i t i o n , the remains of the 
church and other mission buildings were s t i l l q uite extensive i n 
1893. Since that date a program of gradual r e s t o r a t i o n and recon­
s t r u c t i o n has been carried out and nearly completed. The structures 
are maintained i n excellent condition, and the church and some of 
the mission buildings are open t o the public. 

^•• Vhay House, 835 Laguna Street, Santa Barbara, C a l i f o r n i a , 
B u i l t by Raphael Gonzales around 1825, the Vhay House i s an 
excellent example of a t r a d i t i o n a l medium-sized adobe town house of 
the Mexican period. The house was restored i n the 1920's. In 
t h i s work b r i c k f i r e p l a c e s and chimneys and t i l e f l o o r s were i n s t a l l e d . 
Several new windows were also added i n the o r i g i n a l f r o n t . The restored 
adobe i s i n excellent condition, i s used as a residence and i s not 
open to the publ i c . 

Aspendale, on State Route 300, about one mile west of Kenton, 
Kent County, Delaware. Aspendale (1771-1773) i s a v i r t u a l l y 
unaltered example of a moderate-sized b r i c k farmhouse conservatively 
and f i n e l y designed In the early Georgian s t y l e . The main house i s 
adjoined at the west end by an older one-and-a-half story frame 
service wing. The rooms of the house, upstairs and down, are very 
f i n e l y paneled, and the paneling, the hardware, and the paint on the 
woodwork are o r i g i n a l . Only a p o r t i o n of the window glass has 
been rep^laced_; Aspendale i s p r i v a t e l y owned and i s not open t o 
v i s i t o r s . 



19. Cathedral of St, Augustine, CathedraljStreet between Charlotte 
and St, George Streets, St. Augustine, F l o r i d a , The Parish of 
St, Augustine, established i n 1594, preser\|es records that date from 
1595. Plans f o r the church were prepared by the Royal Engineer 
Mariano de l a Rocque. The plan was typical) of many Spanish 18th 
century town churches. When completed i n 1797, the structure was 
considered t o be the f i n e s t parish church i n Spanish F l o r i d a , When 
the Diocese of St, Augustine was established i n 1870, the church 
became the Catholic Cathedral of St. Augustine. A f i r e i n 1S87 
completely gutted the church, leaving only the four stone walls 
standing. In 1887-1888 the b u i l d i n g was restored i n part and greatly 
enlarged by the New York City a r c h i t e c t James Renwick. The o r i g i n a l 
facade and about 75 feet of each side w a l l were retained and 
restored; but beyond t h i s point the o r i g i n a l walls were demolished 
and a large new rear section added which changed the o r i g i n a l 
rectangular plan t o the present cruciform one. The present s i x -
story b e l l tower designed i n the Spanish Renaissance s t y l e was also 
added at that time. 

The Cathedral of St. Augustine i s ^ f i active church and i s also 
open t o v i s i t o r s . 

rJJ, Llambias House, 31 St, Francis Street, St. Augustine, Florida. 
Erected p r i o r to 1763 and reaching i t s f i n a l form by 1788, the 
Llambias House i s a restored example of an organic growth dwelling 
b u i l t on a v a r i a t i o n of the "St. Augustine" plan. The "St. Augustine" 
type of residence was developed by the.Spanish between 1703 and 1733 
to meet the l o c a l c l i m a t i c needs of Floridai, In the period 1763-1783 
the English added f u r t h e r refinements t o t h i s plan, so that extant 
examples r e f l e c t both Spanish and English ajrchitectural influences. 
Restoration of the Llambias House was accomplished i n 1954. The la t e 
18th century appearance of the house, incluciing the i n t e r i o r , i s 
being preserved, 

21. Oldest House, 14 St, Francis Street, St. Augustine, F l o r i d a . 
In i t s organic growth between about 1723 and 1790, tbe Oldest House 
r e f l e c t s both Spanish and English a r c h i t e c t i r a l influences. In i t s 
f i n a l form the house i s i l l u s t r a t i v e of a Cplonlal town bouse b u i l t 
on the "St. Augustine" plan. In 1959-1960, 
archeological, a r c h i t e c t u r a l and h i s t o r i c a l 
H i s t o r i c a l Society c a r e f u l l y restored the h<buse t o i t s l a t e 18th 
century appearance. I t i s w e l l maintained and i s open t o v i s i t o r s . 

22, St. Augustine Town Plan H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , St. Augustine, 
F l o r i d a , City planning was an early featur< i of Spanish colonization, 

a f t e r extensive 
research, the St, A«gt»atine 

and St, Augustine i s the e a r l i e s t extant example of a European 
planned community, as w e l l as the f i r s t periianent European s e t t l e ­
ment, w i t h i n the United States, Established as a m i l i t a r y base i n 
1565, a town slowly grew up around the C a s t i l l o de San Marcos, 
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In 1598 St, Augustine's town plaza, market place, and s t r e e t system 
were established. The physical layout of St. Augustine i s s t i l l 
i t s most d i s t i n c t i v e feature; i t has the pattern of a t y p i c a l 16th 
century Spanish c o l o n i a l walled town. The o r i g i n a l town plan, 
l i t t l e - a l t e r e d , i s s t i l l i n e f f e c t and there are also some 30 
survi v i n g 18th century buildings s t i l l standing w i t h i n the l i m i t s 
of the former w a l l s . 

St, Catherine's Island, 10 miles o f f the Georgia Coast between 
St. Catherine's Sound and Sapelo Sound, Liberty County, Georgia. 
From 1566 to 1684, St, Catherine's Island was one of the most 
important Spanish mission centers i n the southeastern United States. 
In 1765 i t became the p l a n t a t i o n home of Button Gwinnett, a signer 
of the Declaration of Independence. A f t e r 1876 i t was r a p i d l y 
developed I n t o one of the f i n e s t country estates and pr i v a t e game 
preserves i n the nation. Of special i n t e r e s t are the undisturbed 
s i t e of the Mission of Santa Catallna, numerous Indian mounds, and 
residences and slaves' quarters dating from the 18th century. 
Owned by the Edward Noble Foundation, the island i s not open to 
the p u b l i c . 

Church of the Holy Family, on East F i r s t Street, Just o f f 
I l l i n o i s 3, Cahokia, I l l i n o i s , The Church of the Holy Family, erected 
between 1786 and 1799, i s a f i n e extant example i n the United States 
of a t y p i c a l French Colonial church of upright log construction. 
This l a r g e l y unaltered e d i f i c e i s a unique example of a once common 
type of s t r u c t u r e . The church i s w e l l maintained and i s open t o 
v i s i t o r s , 

.--5 • P i e r re Menard House, Fort Kaskaskla State Park, Randolph County, 
I l l i n o i s , The Menard House erected about 1802, i s a b e a u t i f u l and 
larg e l y o r i g i n a l example of a large French Colonial "raised cottage' 
Louisiana-type p l a n t a t i o n house. I n 1927 the State of I l l i n o i s 
acquired the house and 201 acres of surrounding land t o form Fort 
Kaskaskia State Park. The Menard House has been open t o the public 
as an h i s t o r i c house since t h a t year, 

25. K e l l e r (Homeplace) Plantation House, on State Route 18, one-
half mile south of Hahnville Post O f f i c e , Saint Charles Parish, 
Louisiana. The Keller (Homeplace) Plan t a t i o n House i s a f i n e and 
very s l i g h t l y altered example of a large French Colonial "raised 
cottage," B u i l t by the F o r t i e r family around 1801, the house has 
been i n the K e l l e r family since the 1880's. The house i s maintained 
i n excellent condition and i s a pr i v a t e residence not open to the 

' publ i:cl 

27. L a f i t t e ' s Blacksmith Shop, 941 Bourbon Street, New Orleans, 
Louisiana. Sometime between 1772 and 1791, Jean and Pierre L a f i t t e 
b u i l t a small one-story home i n New Orleans, L a f i t t e ' s Blacksmith 
Shop, as i t has come t o be known, i s a good example of a French 



Colonial Louis XV town house of briquette-enltre-poteaux construction 
I t i s well-maintained and i s open to the pub l i c . 

-'̂ • Mayor Girod House, 500 Chartres Street, New Orleans, Louisiana. 
Nicholas Girod, Mayor of New Orleans from 1812 to 1815, b u i l t a 
large house i n 1814; his brother had b u i l t t l 
service wing i n 1797, The house i s an imposi 
i n urban design and i s quite comparable t o many s i m i l a r structures 
b u i l t i n the large towns of France during ths same period. The 
str u c t u r e i s i n good condition, and portions 
the pu b l i c . 

tie smaller two-story 
ing Louis XVI essay 

of i t are open to 

9• Madam John's Legacy, 632 Dumaine Street], New Orleans, 
Louisiana, Erected sometime between 1722 and 1728, and r e b u i l t i n 
1788, Madam John's Legacy i s an outstanding isurviving example i n 
the United States of a French Colonial town louse of the "raised 
cottage" type. The residence i s also one of the oldest extant 
h i s t o r i c structures i n New Orleans, Normally open to v i s i t o r s as a 
h i s t o r i c house. Madam John's i s temporarily {ilosed u n t i l a program 
of r e s t o r a t i o n has been completed. 

;G. Parlange P l a n t a t i o n House, at the j u n c t i o n of State Routes 1 
ana, A clas s i c and 78, near Mix,Polnte Coupee Parish, Louis 

example of the two-story "raised cottage" ty^e of house as i t 
developed i n the lower M i s s i s s i p p i can be seen i n Parlange Plantation 
House (ca. 1750). The v i r t u a l l y unaltered house i s maintained i n 
excellent condition and has never been restoj-ed. The house i s a 
priv a t e residence and i s not open t o the general public. 

.:'l. The Presbytere, 713 Chartres Street, Jackson Square, New 
Orleans, Louisiana. The Presbytfere, o r i g i n a l l y known as the Casa 
C u r i a l , was designed by Gilberto Guillemard i 
of the St, Louis Cathedral. Construction halted i n 1798 and the 
b u i l d i n g remained unfinished, only one-story 
completed by the wardens of St. Louis i n 181J 
same l i n e s as the Cabildo (1795), the Presbyt 
story b u i l d i n g of stuccoed b r i c k , w i t h a f u l l panoply of Renaissance 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l forms. The rear wing was addec i n 1840 and the French 
mansard roof, which now forms a t h i r d s t o r y , 
of the b u i l d i n g i s e x c e l l e n t , and i t i s open 

n 1791 as the rectory 

high, u n t i l i t was 
Constructed on the 

ere i s a massive two-

Brice House, 42 East Street, Annapolis, 

i n 1847. The condition 
to the pu b l i c . 

Maryland. The superb 
design, the boldness and s i m p l i c i t y i n handling t h ^ great masses of 
t h i s s t r u c t u r e , and i t s scale make the Brice House (1766-1773) one 
of the most imposing b r i c k hnndings in Ameri'can Georgian architecture. 
I t s e x t e r i o r w i t h i t s lack of the usual classic pediments and 
p i l a s t e r s , i s almost early-Georgian i n i t s s i l m p l i c i t y , while i t s 
elaborate and splendid i n t e r i o r s , a t t r i b u t e d to William Buckland, 
are mostly late-Georgian i n character. The Brice House i s also 



remarkable because i t s o r i g i n a l 18th century s t r u c t u r a l material 
and adornments have survived v i r t u a l l y unaltered. In excellent 
condition, the house i s used as a residence and i s not open to 
the public. 

33. Chase-Lloyd House, 22 Maryland Avenue, Annapolis, Maryland, 
The Chase-Lloyd House, b u i l t between 1769-1774 and w i t h i n t e r i o r s 
by William Buckland, i s one of the f i r s t of the large, f u l l three-
story b r i c k Georgian town houses t o be erected i n the English 
colonies. I t s every d e t a i l evidences an e f f o r t to achieve the 
ultimate i n magnificence. I t ranks as one of the f i n e s t of i t s 
type i n the country. The f i r s t f l o o r of the house has been altered 
v^ry l i t t l e and i s open t o v i s i t o r s . The upper two f l o o r s are 
used as a home f o r e l d e r l y women. 

3-^. Chestertown H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , Chestertown, Maryland, 
Chestertown's growth as a major port began i n 1730, when i t s owner, 
Simon Wilmer, resurveyed h i s land and l a i d out the e x i s t i n g g r i d i r o n 
plan of s t r e e t s and house l o t s . From about 1750-1790 the town 
flou r i s h e d as the chief tobacco and wheat shipping port of Maryland's 
Eastern Shore, During t h i s period merchants and planters constructed 
f i n e Georgian b r i c k town houses i n the town. Some 50 of these 
structures s t i l l stand, 

3 b , His Lordship's Kindness, 3.5 miles west of Rosaryville, 
Prince George's County, Maryland. The cent r a l block of His Lordship's 
Kindness, b u i l t about 1735 and possibly designed by a professional 
English a r c h i t e c t , i s a superb example of an elegant, correct and 
c a r e f u l l y d e t a i l e d early-Georgian country house. With wings and 
hyphens apparently added near the end of the 18th century, i t i s also 
an excellent example of a late-Georgian f i v e - p a r t p l a n t a t i o n house 
composition. The roof shape of t h i s house i s a rare s u r v i v a l of the 
t r a n s i t i o n a l roof shape between the gable and the f u l l hip or hip on 
hip roof. Used as a residence. His Lordship's Kindness i s not open 
to v i s i t o r s , 

;- . London Town Publik House on south bank of South River, 
near Annapolis, Anne Arundel County, Maryland, London Town Publik 
House, erected around 1745-1750, i s a good"example of a large, 
seven-bay wide, b r i c k inn of excellent Georgian design. I t s o r i g i n a l 
simple i n t e r i o r s are unaltered. Plans are underway to r e h a b i l i t a t e 
the i n t e r i o r and u t i l i z e the house as a museum f o r Indian a r t i f a c t s . 
The house w i l l also be open t o v i s i t o r s as an example of a 
Colonial Tavern. 



37« Montpelier on State Route 197, south of Laurel 2.1 miles. 
Prince George's County, Maryland. The central block of Montpelier 
(1740-1751) i s a distinguished and superior ejcample of an e a r l y -
Georgian b r i c k p l a n t a t i o n house. With i t s wiiigs and hyphens added 

the same time, 
•Georgian f i v e - p a r t 

i n 1770-1771 and i t s i n t e r i o r s redecorated at 
Montpelier i s also a superb example of a la t e -
p l a n t a t i o n house composition. The str u c t u r e Incorporates several 
early examples of a r c h i t e c t u r a l features that|were t o become popular 
i n the Federal period, such as a f a n l i g h t door and polygonal bays. 
Both house and grounds are i n excellent condi'|;ion and are open to 
v i s i t o r s on a l i m i t e d schedule. 

38. Mount Clare, C a r r o l l Park, Baltimore, Maryland. Superior 
Mount Clare (1763-1767), Georgian a r c h i t e c t u r a l q u a l i t i e s are found i n 

An excellent example of a Southern b r i c k p l a n t a t i o n house. Mount 
Clare's e x i s t i n g wings and hyphens are of lat«!r construction. The 
main house i s i n excellent condition and Is open as a h i s t o r i c house. 

Resurrection Manor, near Hollywood, St, Marys County, 
Maryland. Resurrection Manor, b u i l t about 16£0 and subsequently 
enlarged, i s a splendid and unrestored example of a small 17th 
century b r i c k farm house. The house i s an excellent i l l u s t r a t i o n of 
the e v o l u t i o n of a t y p i c a l Southern one-room t j r i c k s t r u c t u r e i n t o 
hall-and-parlor plan house, 
open t o v i s i t o r s . 

The house i s as yet unrestored and not 

^« Star-Spangled Banner Flag House, 844 East P r a t t Street, 
Baltimore, Maryland, The Flag House i s a two-and-one ha l f s t o r y , 
corner row house of salmon b r i c k l a i d I n Flemish bond. Apparently 
b u i l t i n 1793 and added t o i n 1820, the house i s a f i n e l a t e example 
of the Colonial t r a d i t i o n f o r smaller urban houses i n the Middle 
A t l a n t i c States, In t h i s home, Mary Young P i c k e r s g i l l made the 
f l a g that flew over Fort McHenry during the B a t t l e of Baltimore i n 
1814 and inspired Francis Scott Key to w r i t e the "Star-Spangled 
Banner." The restored Star-Spangled Banner Flag House i s open t o 
the p u b l i c . 

k l . T u l i p H i l l , near G a l e s v i l l e , Anne Arundel'County, Maryland, 
The c e n t r a l block of T u l i p H i l l (1755-1756), i s a superb and l i t t l e -
a l t e r e d example of an early Georgian b r i c k p l a n t a t i o n house i n the South, 
With i t s wings and hyphens added i n 1787-1790, T u l i p H i l l i s also a very 
distinguished example of a f i v e - p a r t composition country house. T u l i p 
H i l l i s i n good c o n d i t i o n ; i t i s a residence aijid i s not open to 
v i s i t o r s . 

-MOr ,—West^t—Mary^a Manor, near Drayden,^5tv iHarylana. 
, • ...,^..w - , . . . . . . ^ j — — , ./ 7 . ./ — J . .J — -

A small William and Mary brick-and-f rame countjj-y house can be seen i n 
west St. Mary's Manor (1700-1730), an outstanding and rare example. 
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The manor house i s a t r a n s i t i o n a l house w i t h center h a l l separating 
two main f r o n t rooms and two narrow back rooms. I t i l l u s t r a t e s a 
point i n the s h i f t from the one and two room plans of 17th century 
Southern houses to the larger and more symmetrical room arrange­
ments of 18th century structures. The c a r e f u l l y restored farmhouse 
i s i n excellent condition. I t i s used as a residence and i s not 
open to v i s i t o r s , 

!• , Wye House, on Miles Neck River 6,9 miles northwest of Easton, 
Talbot County, Maryland, The t r a n s i t i o n from late-Georgian t o early 
Federal i s i l l u s t r a t e d i n the Wye House, b u i l t 1781-1784 and 
achieving i t s f i n a l form by 1799. Possibly designed by Robert Key, 
arc h i t e c t and carpenter of Annapolis, Wye House i s a seven-part 
"Roman Country House" composition. I t i s an outstanding example 
of a large Southern frame p l a n t a t i o n house. S t i l l an operating 
p l a n t a t i o n , the mansion i s used as a residence and i s not open to 
v i s i t o r s , 

Longwood, near Natchez, Adams County, M i s s i s s i p p i , The noted 
Philadelphia a r c h i t e c t , Samuel Sloan, designed and erected Longwood 
(1860-1862). I t i s the largest and most elaborate of the octagon 
houses b u i l t i n the United States, Longwood i s also one of the f i n e s t 
s u r v i v i n g examples of an Or i e n t a l Revival s t y l e residence, i l l u s t r a t i n g 
the a r c h i t e c t u r a l romanticism that f l o u r i s h e d i n mid-19th century 
America, I t uniquely combines s t y l i s t i c e c l ecticism (both Moslem 
and I t a l i a n a t e ) w i t h the octagonal form. 

• Louis Bolduc House, 123 South Main Street, Ste. Genevieve, 
Missouri. The Bolduc House (ca. 1785) i s a splendid and l i t t l e - a l t e r e d 
example of a French Colonial house of poteaux-sur-sole (posts on the 
s i l l , w i t h stone foundation) construction, w i t h bouzillage (clay and 
grass) w a l l f i l l i n g . A f t e r some years of neglect, the house was 
restored t o i t s 18th century appearance i n 1956-1957. I t i s i n good 
condition and i s open t o v i s i t o r s as a h i s t o r i c house e x h i b i t . 

• William Trent House, 539 South Warren Street, Trenton, 
New Jersey. The William Trent House (1719) i s a distinguished 
example of an early Georgian house designed i n the William and Mary 
or Queen Anne s t y l e . Of red b r i c k w i t h white t r i m the house's 
handsome s i m p l i c i t y of s t r a i g h t l i n e s i s accentuated by bare arched 
windows—the shutters are i n s i d e — t h e bold cornice, and the absence 
of c l a s s i c a l l y enriched doorways. The house was c a r e f u l l y restored 
i n 1936-1937 and i s now furnished w i t h period f u r n i t u r e of the early 
18th century. The f i n e garden, grounds and house are a l l maintained 

" iJi excellent ^Jondit-ioft,— fh t^ house i s open t o v i s i t o r s during 
A p r i l through October, 
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.'+7. El Santuario de Chimayo, Chimayo, New Mexico, A very 
well-preserved and unrestored example of a small adobe pueblo church 
w i t h superb o r i g i n a l r e l i g i o u s paintings i s the Santuario at 
Chimayo. The low f l a t - r o o f e d adobe church, sat i n a w a l l -
enclosed garden, has two twin tapering f r o n t towers w i t h b e l f r i e s . 
The i n t e r i o r i s notable f o r i t s o r i g i n a l Spani 
a heavy timber c e i l i n g of closely spaced vigai 
on carved brackets and the simple p l a s t e r wal 
painted dado and hung w i t h numerous r e l i g i o u s 
the draped a l t a r i s a high reredos, decorated 
designs and r e l i g i o u s symbols. The Santuario 
church and i s open to v i s i t o r s . 

Lsh-Indian decorations -
(beams) supported 

Ls l i n e d w i t h a low 
paintings. Behind 
w i t h painted conventional 
i s s t i l l an active 

Jnited States, Less 
[•exas and Arizona, and 

the unique character 
Qmost perfect blend of 

k&, San Estevan del Rey Mission Church, Stat^ 23, 13 miles south of 
i t s j u n c t i o n with U.S, 66, Acoma, New Mexico,] The great church of San 
Estevan del Rey Mission, b u i l t between 1629 and 1642 and repaired i n 
1799-1800, i s a superb Spanish Colonial Mission church i n New Mexico. 
The Spanish Colonial a r c h i t e c t u r e of New Mexico i s markedly d i f f e r e n t 
from t h a t of the other mission f i e l d s i n the 
magnificent than the baroque ar c h i t e c t u r e of 
more p r i m i t i v e than the missions of California 
of the New Mexican missions resides i n t h e i r 
Indian and Spanish influences. The New Mexiciin churches are 
Spanish i n plan and general form, but they owe much of t h e i r con­
s t r u c t i o n and decorative d e t a i l t o the t r a d i t i o n of the Pueblo 
Indians. The church i s s t i l l used f o r religicpus purposes at f e s t i v a l 
time and i s open to the pu b l i c . 

If9. San Francisco de A s s l s l Mission Church on the Plaza, Ranchos 
de Taos, Taos County, New Mexico, The picturesque San Francisco de 
A s s i s i Mission Church i s probably the best known and most photographed 
of a l l New Mexico mission churches. The churtth, b u i l t between 1772 
and 1816, i s a large and excellent example of a Spanish Colonial 
church of New Mexico. I t i s i n excellent condition a f t e r being 
thoroughly restored i n 1967. The church s t i l l serves an active parish 
and i s open t o v i s i t o r s . 

5^. San Jose de Gracia Church, Las Trampas, Taos County, New 
Mexico, The Spanish Colonial pueblo churches i n New Mexico are 
remarkably w e l l i l l u s t r a t e d by the Church of San Jose de Gracia 
(1760-1776), U n t i l the 1920*s, the Trampas ajfea remained so isolated 
and i t s economy retarded that i t was unaffect' 
of the l a t e 19th century. I t i s to t h i s c u l t i r a l and economic 
i s o l a t i o n that the remarkably unaltered state 
San Jose i s an a c t i v e - ^ r i s h church and i s opê n t n v i s i t o r s 

d by American fashions 

of the church i s due. 
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55 • Chowan County Courthouse, East King Street, Edenton, North 
Carolina. In 1715 the North Carolina Assembly passed an act to b u i l d 
a courthouse to house the Assembly i n Edenton; the f i r s t b u i l d i n g 
was completed i n 1719, The second and e x i s t i n g courthouse, designed 
i n the l a t e Georgian s t y l e , was constructed i n 1767, I t s architect 
and b u i l d e r was probably G i l b e r t Leigh of Edenton, who i s believed 
to have come o r i g i n a l l y from Williamsburg, V i r g i n i a . The Chowan 
County Courthouse i s a superb su r v i v i n g example of Georgian public 
b u i l d i n g a r c h i t e c t u r e . The Courthouse has been altere d very l i t t l e 
and retains most of i t s o r i g i n a l i n t e r i o r s . I t i s s t i l l used as the 
county's courthouse and i s open to v i s i t o r s , 

'J'd, Cupola House, 408 South Broad Street, Edenton, North Carolina. 
B u i l t f o r Richard Sanderson about 1725 and remodeled by Francis Corbin 
i n 1756-1758, the Cupola House i s an a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t 
example of a timber-framed residence that i l l u s t r a t e s the t r a n s i t i o n 
frora 17th century t o 18th century Georgian a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e s . 
I t i s a rare s u r v i v i n g house i n the Southern colonies that carries a 
Jacobean second-story " j e t t y " or overhang. 

The house i s o r i g i n a l and unaltered, except f o r the f i n e Georgian 
paneling of two major rooms which was removed i n 1918. Owned by the 
City of Edenton, the Cupola House was restored i n 1964-1966 and the 
missing paneling of the two rooms reconstructed; the house i s open 
to v i s i t o r s , 

53, Palmer-Marsh House, Main Street, Bath, North Carolina, Both 
business and r e s i d e n t i a l purposes were served by the Palmer-Marsh 
House i n i t s o r i g i n a l construction (ca, 1744). I t i s a large two-
story frame house w i t h an imposing two-story, single-pent chimney. 
The house underwent some "modernization" i n the 19th century, A 
r e s t o r a t i o n i n 1960-1962 removed these features, and the missing 
features were reconstructed. The major p o r t i o n of the f a b r i c of 
t h i s house i s o r i g i n a l . I t s condition i s excellent, and i t i s open 
to the p u b l i c . 

5!+, Single Brothers' House, southwest corner of South Main and 
Academy Streets, Old Salem, Winston-Salem, North Carolina. The Single 
Brothers' House, erected i n two stages i n 1768-1769 and 1786, i s a 
magnificent and o r i g i n a l example of German t r a d i t i o n a l half-timber 
construction. The b u i l d i n g i s also the e a r l i e s t major b u i l d i n g 
s t i l l standing i n the Moravian community of Old Salem, The Single 
Brothers' House has remained the,property of the Moravian Church 
since i t was f i r s t b u i l t , and i t was i n excellent condition when 
Old Salem, Inc, was granted permission under a long term lease to 
restore the b u i l d i n g and open i t t o the puDilc. Restoration has 
been ex p e r t l y accomplished. 
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5^. Carpenters' H a l l , 320 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. Carpenters' Hall (1770-1771) i s one of the f i n e s t 
examples of l a t e Georgian public b u i l d i n g architecture i n the 
United States. Constructed as a g u i l d h a l l by a group of master 
builders known as the Carpenters' Company of Philadelphia, t h e i r 
h a l l also served as the meeting place of the F i r s t Continental 
Congress i n 1774. The b u i l d i n g has been used since 1857 as a 
h i s t o r i c a l museum. The restored b u i l d i n g i s s t i l l owned by the 
Carpenters' Company of Philadelphia and i s open t o v i s i t o r s . 

' j 6 , Christ Church, on Second Street between Market and F i l b e r t 
Streets, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Christ Church (1727-1754) i s one 
of the f i n e s t Georgian c o l o n i a l churches i n the United States and 
probably the most ornate of t h i s group. The design of Christ Church 
i s generally a t t r i b u t e d t o Dr. John Kearsley, a noted amateur 
a r c h i t e c t , who superintended the construction of the main body of 
the b u i l d i n g between 1727 and 1744. The tower and steeple, 
completed i n 1754, was designed by John Harrison and b u i l t by 
Robert Smith and John Armstrong, carpenters, and Robert Palmer, mason. 
The e x t e r i o r i s elaborate w i t h Georgian a r c h i t e c t u r a l dress. 
The commanding feature of the e x t e r i o r i s the great Palladian window 
at the east end. L i g h t i n g the chancel, t h i s window i s topped by 
carved keystones and raedallions and r i c h loni'c entablature. Great 
s p i r a l s c r o l l s also f l a n k the crowning pediment decorated w i t h 
bulbous urns. The s t i l l active church i s open to visito^;?s, 

57" Brick House Ruin, Edisto Island, Charleston County, South 
Carolina. Paul Hamilton, a wealthy planter b u i l t the Brick House i n 
the period 1725-1730, I t i s a unique and important a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
example of a two-story b r i c k p l a n t a t i o n house designed i n the Henry IV 
s t y l e . The house i l l u s t r a t e s the French Huguenot influence on c o l o n i a l 
a r c h i t e c t u r e i n South Carolina, Measured a r c h i t e c t u r a l drawings and 
photographs of the e x t e r i o r and i n t e r i o r of t h i s splendid house were 
made p r i o r t o i t s de s t r u c t i o n by f i r e i n 1929'. Today only the ruined 
w a l l s of t h i s s t r u c t u r e s t i l l stand. P r i v a t e l y owned, the s t i l l -
impressive ruins of Brick House are not open t o v i s i t o r s . 

58. William Gibbes House, 64 South B a t t e r y C h a r l e s t o n , South 
Carolina, The Charleston two-story wooden double house i s 
exemplified i n the William Gibbes House, I t i s one of the f i n e s t 
two-story frame late-Georgian town houses b u i l t i n the American 
colonies. I t i s believed that Gibbes erected the house around 1779; 
i t was redecorated i n the Adam manner i n 1794. The residence i s i n 
excellent condition and i s usually open t o v i s i t o r s only during the 
annual garden tour week, 
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^3* Hampton Plan t a t i o n , near M c C l e l l a n v i l l e , Charleston County, 
South Carolina. Hampton, erected i n 1735, greatly enlarged a f t e r 1757, 
and with f i n a l additions made i n 1790-1791, i s an excellent example 
of a modest-sized frame structure t h a t evolved through organic growth 
i n t o a large u n i f i e d Georgian frame country house. The st r u c t u r e 
includes one of the e a r l i e s t examples of the use of the giant p o r t i c o 
i n American domestic architecture and Hampton i s a f i n e example of a 
large two-and-a-half story frame Georgian p l a n t a t i o n house i n South 
Carolina, The house i s i n good condition and i s usually open to 
v i s i t o r s . 

'̂-** Heyward-Washington House ̂  87 Church Street, Charleston, South 
Carolina. Daniel Heyward, a r i c e p l a n t e r of Euhaws, purchased t h i s 
l o t and e x i s t i n g house i n 1770. Shortly t h e r e a f t e r , i t i s believed, 
Heyward demolished the b u i l d i n g and erected the present three-story 
town house and some of i t s dependencies. I t i s an extremely f i n e 
and l i t t l e - a l t e r e d example of a three-story b r i c k Georgian town 
house, or "double house." Thomas Heyward, J r . , a signer of the 
Declaration of Independence, acquired the house on his father's 
death i n 1777, In May 1791, when President Washington v i s i t e d 
Charleston on his Southern tour, the c i t y rented the house f o r 
Washington's use. The house i s i n excellent condition and i s open 
t o v i s i t o r s as a h i s t o r i c house e x h i b i t , 

61. Mlddleburg Pla n t a t i o n , on the Cooper River near Huger, 
Berkeley County, South Carolina. Mlddleburg, erected about 1699, i s 
a splendid example of a t r a n s i t i o n a l two-story frame p l a n t a t i o n house. 
The s t r u c t u r e retains the medieval plan of one-room thickness and 
also the exposed post and g i r t construction of the 17th century, but 
i s two s t o r i e s i n height. Probably the oldest extant wooden house 
i n South Carolina, Mlddleburg's plan of a single l i n e of rooms also 
forecasts the basic plan of Charleston's Georgian "single house" 
of the 18th century. The p l a n t a t i o n house has undergone remarkably 
l i t t l e a l t e r a t i o n since the end of the 18th century. The house i s 
used as a residence and i s not open to v i s i t o r s , 

62. Pompion H i l l Chapel, near Huger, Berkeley County, South 
Carolina. Pompion H i l l Chapel, erected i n 1763-1765, i s a miniature 
Georgian masterpiece, o r i g i n a l and unaltered. The chapel, b u i l t on a 
t y p i c a l rectangular plan, i s among the f i n e s t and best preserved of 
South Carolina's numerous small, 18th century, country parish, brick 
churches. The q u a l i t y of i t s design and workmanship are superb and 
the f a b r i c , including the i n t e r i o r woodwork, i s o r i g i n a l . The chapel 
i s i n excellent condition and i s only used f o r r e l i g i o u s services 

—Qa-Sl?ecial occasions. I t i s usually open to v i s i t o r s during the 
period of the garden tours. 

63. St. James' Church, Goose Creek, Berkeley County, South Carolina. 
St. James Church at Goose Creek, b u i l t by wealthy Barbadian planters 
i n 1713-1719, was one of the f i r s t t r u e Georgian churches t o be erected 
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i n the English colonies. An a r c h i t e c t u r a l ge'm, the elaborate i n t e r i o r 
of t h i s rectangular b r i c k church i s one of the f i n e s t of a l l small 
18th century country parish churches i n the u'nited States. Although 
the b u i l d i n g has been somewhat altere d and has required considerable 
r e s t o r a t i o n , much of the e x t e r i o r f a b r i c and most of the i n t e r i o r 
woodwork are o r i g i n a l . Only an annual service and occasional 
special services are now held i n St. James' Church. 

• St. James' Church, near Santee River, 17 miles south of 
Georgetown, Charleston County, South Carolina, An e f f o r t was made i n 
the l a s t t h i r d of the 18th century to give South Carolina's small 
Georgian country churches a more sophisticated e x t e r i o r design. 
St, James' Church, Santee, i s an excellent and l i t t l e - a l t e r e d example 
of t h i s change, St. James' e x t e r i o r has a new impresslveness, as i t 
includes a r c h i t e c t u r a l features not found i n e a r l i e r b r i c k churches 
b u i l t on s i m i l a r plans. The Georgian body of St, James' i s 
preceded, both f r o n t and rear, by classic pedimented p o r t i c o s , each 
three bays wide. While these porticos lack the f u l l vocabulary of 
Roman Doric d e t a i l s , they are nonetheless reraarkably complete, 
A Palladian window i s centered i n the east end. The doors and windows 
are topped by f a n l i g h t s and round b r i c k arches and the windows have 
e x t e r i o r paneled shutters. The church i s now used f o r r e l i g i o u s 
services only on special occasions and the structure i s usually open 
to v i s i t o r s during garden tour week. 

6l> • St, Stephen's Episcopal Church, near St. Stephen, Berkeley 
County, South Carolina. St. Stephen's Church[is an excellent and wel l -
preserved small Georgian country parish churcii that possesses 
d i s t i n c t i v e a r c h i t e c t u r a l features: these include a high gambrel roof 
w i t h Jacobean c u r v i l i n e a r gables, e x t e r i o r br;.ck Doric p i l a s t e r s , 
and an i n t e r i o r ornamented tray c e i l i n g . Francis Villepontoux and 
A, Howard provided the bri c k f o r the church and acted as i t s 
a r c h i t e c t s ; William Axson was the master mason. The reredos behind 
the a l t a r at the east end are unusually irapresisive. The f a b r i c 
of the b u i l d i n g , i n c l u d i n g the i n t e r i o r woodwcjirk, i s o r i g i n a l . The 
church i s s t i l l used f o r r e l i g i o u s services. 

Mission Concepcion, 807 Mission Road, Sar| Antonio, Texas, 
Mission Neustra Senora De La Purisima Concepcion de Acuna was founded 
by the Franciscan f r i a r s i n 1716 i n the East Texas f i e l d , but 
c o n f l i c t s w i t h the French and Indians caused i t s t r a n s f e r to the 
San Antonio area i n 1731. The mission church, 
baroque s t y l e , begun i n 1731 and completed i n 
st r u c t u r e . The ruined church and mission wer^ occupied by the United 
_S±_atRS Array I n 1849 and m-inriT' Tiapairw wprp mflrip t o t h e b u i l d i n g s , 

Not u n t i l 1887, however, was the church again 

designed i n the 
1755, i s a monumental 

repaired and u t i l i z e d 
f o r r e l i g i o u s purposes. Aside from the addition of t i l e f l o o r s , 
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replacement of doors, and a reroofing of the in f i r m a r y , the great 
church stands much as i t did i n the 18th century. The e x i s t i n g 
o r i g i n a l construction Includes the w a l l s , towers, tunnel v a u l t i n g 
over the nave, and also the dome of the church, as w e l l as most of 
the convento. S t i l l used as an active church, i t i s open t o 
v i s i t o r s , 

67. Spanish Governor's Palace, 105 M i l i t a r y Plaza, San Antonio, 
Texas, Erected i n 1749 as the residence of the commanding o f f i c e r 
of the San Antonio presidio, the Spanish Governor's Palace i s an 
excellent and well-restored example of a large Spanish Colonial 
town house, I t i s also the only remaining example i n Texas of an 
a r i s t o c r a t i c 18th century Spanish residence. Now open t o v i s i t o r s 
as >a museum, the Spanish Governor's Palace i s furnished w i t h 
period pieces. 

68. Brandon, near Burrowsville, Prince George County, V i r g i n i a , 
A superior example of a b r i c k p l a n t a t i o n house erected i n the Roman 
Country House" s t y l e of Palladlo i s found i n Brandon (1765-1770). 
The plan layout of the l a t e Georgian "country house" i s completely 
d i f f e r e n t frora that of early and raiddle Georgian houses of the Southern 
colonies. I n place of the large c e n t r a l block, two-and-a-half or 
three s t o r i e s high, with detached dependencies, the "country house" 
had a long series of connected u n i t s , two s t o r i e s high i n the middle, 
decreasing t o low one-story wings and passages, and sometiraes 
accented by two-story terminal p a v i l i o n s at the ends. This type 
of plan had many advantages i n the South: most rooms were on the ground 
f l o o r , and the main s t a i r and huge ce n t r a l h a l l could be minimized; 
a l l rooms had c r o s s - v e n t i l a t i o n ; and the kitchen, though located i n 
an end p a v i l i o n , was at least under the same roof, and not too f a r 
d i s t a n t from the dining room. The mansion i s maintained i n excellent 
condition and i s used as a pr i v a t e residence. The formal gardens 
and grounds, however, are open t o v i s i t o r s , 

69• Bruton Parish Church, Duke of Gloucester Street, Williamsburg, 
V i r g i n i a , Governor Alexander Spotswood designed Bruton Parish Church 
i n the early Georgian s t y l e and i t was constructed i n 1712-1715, I t 
was the f i r s t cruciform church t o be b u i l t i n V i r g i n i a and the fo u r t h 
r e l i g i o u s e d i f i c e w i t h a cross plan to be constructed i n the English 
colonies. In V i r g i n i a alone, however, did the cruciform church become 
a frequent 18th-century type and Bruton Parish Church was that colony's 
prototype. As the court church of V i r g i n i a , Bruton Parish Church was 
closely associated with p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t i e s i n the colony; i n addition 
to being used f o r r e l i g i o u s services, which were attended by the Royal 

Governor, his c o u n c i l , and^he-^louse- <-<f niiTgonnnn^ i t wis the gr^np of 
many c o l o r f u l ceremonies that were part of the a f f a i r s of st a t e . In 
1905-1907, under the I n i t i a t i v e of the rector. Dr. William A. R, Goodwin, 
a p a r t i a l r e s t o r a t i o n was made. In 1938-1942 Colonial Williamsburg, Inc, 
completed the r e s t o r a t i o n of the church t o i t s 18th century appearance. 
S t i l l active as a church, i t i s also open t o v i s i t o r s , 
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70• Carter's Grove, on the James River, six |nlles south of 
Williamsburg, James City County, V i r g i n i a ^ Carter's Grove (1750-1753) 
represents the culmination of the early Georgian s t y l e i n V i r g i n i a . 
The superb woodwork of the i n t e r i o r , done by Richard B a y l i s , an 
English carpenter who was brought t o V i r g i n i a | f o r t h i s purpose, i s 
generally regarded by a r c h i t e c t u r a l h i s t o r i a n b t o be the f i n e s t 
example of early Georgian paneling i n the United States. Con­
structed of dark red b r i c k l a i d i n Flemish bond, the large planta­
t i o n house (as o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t ) was two s t o r i e s high, had a low-pitched 
hipped roof w i t h a s l i g h t f l a r e at the eaves, and two end chimneys. 
In 1927-1929 the o r i g i n a l e x t e r i o r design of ^larter's Grove was 
a l t e r e d : the roof-tree of the low-pitched roof was raised 11 feet 
and 14 dormers inserted, thus creating a new f l o o r . The o r i g i n a l 
detached dependencies were widened, heightened, and connected t o the 
east and west ends of the main house by hyphens. These a l t e r a t i o n s 
changed the e x t e r i o r design frora an early Georgian house of the 1750 
period t o that of a f i v e - p a r t l a t e Georgian cbmposition of the 1775 
period. The superb and o r i g i n a l I n t e r i o r paneling of the main house, 
however, was not altered and was restored. Owned by the Sealantic 
Fund, Inc., and administered by Colonial Williamsburg, Inc., Carter's 
Grove i s open to v i s i t o r s , 

•̂̂ * Christ Church, southeast corner of Caraertpn and Columbus Streets, 
Alexandria, V i r g i n i a , C h r i s t Church, Alexandria, designed by James 
Wren and erected i n 1767-1773 i s a superior aid l i t t l e - a l t e r e d 
survivor of the type of small rectangular two-i-story b r i c k church 
that was u t i l i z e d i n V i r g i n i a during the l a s t t h i r d of the 18th 
century. Although Christ Church has been somewhat enhanced by the 
additions of g a l l e r i e s and a tower i n the period 1785-1818, the 
st r u c t u r e has never been abandoned nor had i t s i i n t e r i o r features 
removed. The i n t e r i o r r e f l e c t s organic change: and includes both 
18th and 19th century woodwork. S t i l l active 
also open to v i s i t o r s . 

as a church, i t i s 

72. Kenmore, 1201 Washington Avenue, Fredericjksburg, V i r g i n i a . 
Extraordinary richness i s displayed i n the f i i j s t f l o o r p l a s t e r c e i l i n g s 
of Kenmore. Executed i n the l a t e Georgian s t y l e by i t i n e r a n t French 
craftsmen and Hessian prisoners of war between 1770 and 1778, these 
four c e i l i n g s , as a group, are unrivaled i n l o t h century American 
ar c h i t e c t u r e . The house was erected about 1732 i n the early Georgian 
Style. Maintained i n an excellent c o n d i t i o n , |Kenmore i s open to 
v i s i t o r s as a h i s t o r i c house e x h i b i t , 

T3» Peyton Randolph House, Nicholson at Nortti England Street, 
Williamsburg, V i r g i n i a , The Peyton Randolph House i s a very early and 
superb example of an early Georgian frame housle w i t h f i n e and l a r g e l y 
o r i g i n a l i n t e r i o r s . The house was erected i n Ithree steps between 1715 
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and 1725, The oldest p o r t i o n , the west end, was constructed by 
William Robertson i n 1715 or 1716, The east end was b u i l t as a 
separate house around 1724 by S i r John Randolph, who acquired the 
older house and soon united the two structures i n t o a single house 
wi t h a symmetrical facade seven bays long by b u i l d i n g a connecting 
center section. The main rooms are f u l l y and f i n e l y paneled, 
and most of these early Georgian i n t e r i o r s are o r i g i n a l . Owned 
by Colonial Williamsburg, the Peyton Randolph House has been 
restored and i a open to v i s i t o r s , 

Jh , Sabine H a l l , near Warsaw, Richmond County, V i r g i n i a . 
Sabine Hall i s notable f o r i t s superb early Georgian i n t e r i o r s and 
f o r the o r i g i n a l and l i t t l e - a l t e r e d plan of the main house. B u i l t 
of b r i c k l a i d i n Flemish bond, Sabine Hall (as o r i g i n a l l y designed) 
was two s t o r i e s high over a low basement and had a high-pitched roof 
and two p a i r of end chimneys. In the period 1830-1840 the e x t e r i o r 
was altere d t o change the o r i g i n a l early Georgian design to that of 
Classic Revival: the high hipped roof was f l a t t e n e d i n p i t c h , the 
windows were resashed, the entrance doors and transoms replaced, and 
the large e x i s t i n g two-story p o r t i c o , supported by four Tuscan 
columns, was added t o the center of the f r o n t elevation. The broad 
one-story porch across the rear facade was also constructed at t h i s 
time. The mansion also o r i g i n a l l y had two detached one-story b r i c k 
dependencies. The e x i s t i n g wings, which are connected t o the main 
house, were erected i n 1929. The o r i g i n a l plan of the main house 
and i t a splendid early Georgian woodwork, however, are s t i l l 
v i r t u a l l y i n t a c t . P r i v a t e l y owned, Sabine Hall i s not open t o 
v i s i t o r s , 

75. James Semple House, south side of Francis Street between B l a i r 
and Waller Streets, Williamsburg, V i r g i n i a , One of Williamsburg's 
f i n e s t Colonial residences i s the James Semple House, I t was erected 
about 1770-1780 and probably designed by Thomas Jefferson, The house 
i s a superb example of a "Roman Country House" adapted f o r use as a 
frame town house. Colonial Williamsburg acquired the house and 
restored i t (1937-1938). Maintained i n excellent c o n d i t i o n , the 
Semple House i s used as a pr i v a t e residence and i s not open to 
v i s i t o r s , 

76. 
S h i r l e y , near Charles C i t y , Charles City County, V i r g i n i a , 

The Governor's Palace i n Williamsburg seems to have served as a model 
f o r S hirley (1765-1769), an extremely f i n e and l i t t l e - a l t e r e d example 
of a l a t e Georgian V i r g i n i a p l a n t a t i o n house, Shirley's two-story 
p o r t i c o s , i t s mansard roof, suspended s t a i r , r i c h i n t e r i o r paneling, 
and i t s unusual plan (which lacks the customary center h a l l ) — a l l 
combine t o give t h i s mansion an extraordinary degree uf l i i U l v i d u a l l t y -
f o r a house designed i n the Georgian s t y l e . The house has not 
been gr e a t l y a l t e r e d . I t was restored i n the mid-1950's and i s i n 
excellent condition. The p l a n t a t i o n i s s t i l l i n a g r i c u l t u r a l 
operation and only the f i r s t f l o o r of the house i s open t o v i s i t o r s . 
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t T ' Waterford H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , Waterford, Vfirginia. Waterford i s 
a splendid and l i t t l e - a l t e r e d example of a small inland 18th-century 
and early 19th-century m i l l town that i s s t i l l ! preserved i n i t s 
completely unaltered r u r a l s e t t i n g . Growing I n three d i s t i n c t 
stages - i n 1750, 1800, and 1812 - each area of the expanded town 
i s r i c h l y i l l u s t r a t e d w i t h good a r c h i t e c t u r a l examples of the t y p i c a l 
buildings of that p a r t i c u l a r period. Waterford s t i l l has 
approximately 90 stone, b r i c k , wood, and log h i s t o r i c s t r u c t u r e s . 
Of these 25 date from the 18th century, 40 are] of the period 1801 
to 1835, 15 were erected between 1836 and 1853, and 10 date from 
the 1854-1882 period. The Waterford Foundation i s dedicated t o 
r e s t o r i n g the town. Each October the Foundation sponsors a house 
tour and c r a f t s e x h i b i t as a means of r a i s i n g jfunds f o r the 
r e s t o r a t i o n p r o j e c t , 

7S. Wythe House, on the west side of the Palace Green, 
Williamsburg, V i r g i n i a . Richard T a l i a f e r r o , important early V i r g i n i a 
a r c h i t e c t , designed and b u i l t the Wythe House about 1755, I t i s one 
of V i r g i n i a ' s f i n e s t examples of a Georgian town house. This was 
the home, frora 1755 t o 1791, of George Wythe, a member of the House 
of Burgesses, Mayor of Williarasburg, a signer of the Declaration of 
Independence, and professor of law at William and Mary. Few 
a l t e r a t i o n s have been made i n the house, and i t i s maintained i n 
excellent condition and opened to v i s i t o r s by Colonial Williamsburg, 
Inc, 

79. Yeocomico Church, near Hague, Westmorelant^ C9unty, V i r g i n i a . 
B u i l t i n 1706, Yeocomico Episcopal Church i s a^ e a r l y , rare, and 
excellent example of a small t r a n s i t i o n a l country church that includes 
both medieval (17th century) and Georgian (18th century) features. 
The present T-shaped b r i c k church was o r i g i n a l l y constructed i n the 
form of a simple rectangle, but i n the 18th century the e x i s t i n g leg 
of the T was added to the north (rear) elevation. The builders of 
both sections, nevertheless, were consistent i n t h e i r methods of 
construction: there i s not a r i g h t angle i n e i t h e r p o r t i o n , tDte 
b r i c k work of both sections are a mixture of i r r e g u l a r bond, w i t h 
English bond predominating, both the 1706 entrance porch p r o j e c t i n g 
from the south f r e n t and the l a t e r north (rear) wing are o f f - c e n t e r 
t o the west, and the p>orch and wing do not l i n e up. Inside th© porch 
of the church there i s an enormous Tudor battened door, s i x feet 
wide and eight feet high, that also includes the a r e h i t e c t u r a l l y 
famous wicket door - a smaller separate door w i t h i t s ows hii»g«s, set 
i n the main door. Comprised of two thicknesses of f i v e v e r t i c a l 
panels, the great door i s o r i g i n a l and i s believed t o have coaw f r o * 
the parish's f i r s t church, a frame st r u c t u r e constructed i s 1655. 
The i n t e r i o r woodwork lar g e l y dates from 1820 and l a t e r . Bestored 
i n 1928, 1939, and 1958-1959, Yeocomico Church i s s t i l l ua«d f o r 
r e l i g i o u s services. 
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:i.J, Fort Nlsqually Granary, Point Defiance Park, Tacoraa, 
Washington. Fort Nlsqually was b u i l t i n 1833 by Archibald McDonald 
on Puget Sound f o r the Hudson's Bay Company to serve as a communica­
t i o n and supply center f o r the Company's northern posts on the coast 
of B r i t i s h Columbia. In a d d i t i o n , i n 1840, Fort Nlsqually became 
the headquarters of the Puget's Sound A g r i c u l t u r a l Company, a 
subsidiary corporation of the Hudson's Bay Company. I t was then 
r e b u i l t and enlarged. Only two o r i g i n a l buildings of the Fort, the 
Granary and Factor's House were s t i l l standing i n 1934, The Granary, 
b u i l t i n 1843, i s a s u r v i v i n g o r i g i n a l example of the Hudson's Bay 
Company's " p o s t - i n - t h e - s i l l " or Canadian method of log construction. 
Thi& type of log construction was widely used by f u r t r a d e r s , 
missionaries, and s e t t l e r s i n Alaska, Idaho, Oregon and Washington 
p r i o r to 1846. The Granary and Factor's House have been removed 
from t h e i r o r i g i n a l s i t e and restored i n Point Defiance Park at 
Tacoma. The rest of Fort Nlsqually has been reconstructed around 
the two o r i g i n a l s t r u c t u r e s . The Fort Is open to v i s i t o r s . 
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IN REPLY REFER TO: 

H34-HH 

United States Department of the Interior 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
801 19TH STREET, N. W. 

WASIUNGTON, D. C. 2000S 

MAY 2 0 1970 

Memorandum 

To: 

From: 

Director, Southwest Region 

Chief Historian 

Subject: Manufacture of National H i s t o r i c Landmark plaques 

Secretary Hickel has declared e l i g i b l e for designation as National 
H i s t o r i c Landmarks the 80 s i t e s recommended to him by the Advisory 
Board on National Parks, H i s t o r i c Sites, Buildings, and Monuments at 
i t s 61st meeting on October 6-9, 1969. I n l i n e with Director Hartzog's 
policy of preparing plaques we l l i n advance of requests for presenta­
t i o n programs, we suggest that orders be placed for the manufacture of 
plaques for the following six Landmarks; 

El Santuario de Chimayo 
San Estevan del Rey Mission Church 
San Francisco de Assisi Mission Church 
San Jose de Gracia Church 
Mission Concepcion 
Spanish Governor's Palace 

New Mexico 
New Mexico 
New Mexico 
New Mexico 
Texas 
Texas 

/5/ ROBERT M. UTLEX 

Robert M. Utley 

cc: 
T-Mr. Butterfi«l<l  
HH8^. ihaely 

GSC«tt«iuich/v£/5/15/ 70 UP*Haw Mexico—El Santuario de ChlnAyo 
*>San Estovan d«l Rey Mission (%urch 
--San Francisco de Asslsl Mission Chute 
--San Jose de Gracia Church 

HP-Texas—Mission Concepcion 
HP-iexas—Spanish (Sovemor's ?ai«e# 

?ILS EZiAIFao IN EH 



iViAY b 1370 
/ 

I Bii pleased to infoiTj ycu thut •fcli.o Mi?3r/lon Concepcion mvl ' 
the E-panlsh Gi3vegaor*o PaXadê  described ia tha caiclosuyeo/ have 
teeia iounsi, to poscoss r.a'Cio:i2l Gigni.ficaJico i n ccamc3Coye.tiris'the 
hi'.i%ory of tha United St:ite3, 

Thc-.".̂  eitog have been e\"o-luatsd "by ths Advisory Eor^d cn national 
Pĉ î-.s, Kiotorlc Sit-as, B .̂'.i3.din3;.'3, ar.d Ibni-î ziants tViiX)unhi £;t.\flioa 
p3:'CT»:rcd "by tli-a i:j.tion:il Siis-vey of Hl^.toii.c Sitea cr»i Eui-Xdie^Sj 
pnr.?uant to ths liic-toric Sites Act ot M^uct 21, 1935. I hava 
tippix*ved tha xeco.nriienOjitioxi3 of ths Bc-ard. 

e?5>.lainsd i n the enclosed folCov, eacli of these sites is eligible 
to receive a cc:<tlficr.te end pla<;iie diiijigxiatin^ i t a IJationi'l 
KiotoriG l£yri:io.rk. Tlie Director of the rlatiorDl Vssfk Service v i l l 
not i fy tlie c'jnera caid provj.de the;a v;ith the prox>er applicirtion foitns. 

,Desi/?riation e. Katlorai Historic L-jnCrsuit mtorfiSticaUy idcces 
the property on tlie I;atiGnel licgister of Kieto.ric P̂ hiCCa, Undsr 
the provisions of ths Ilationsd Hietoric Presen'Tvtlon Act of I966, 
ent^y on the l^f^tional Hcslstcr provides each liAnSirjirk v i th nafe-
f^ard'3 e^jainst da'rase by Federsvl underteldn^s cx.d f u l f i l l s one 
qualification for participation i n a gx-ant-in-aid prosrca to assist 
i n i t a prceervr.tion. Farther info:;ir.atJ.on abeat ths.'is provioions 
of the lav contained i n the encD-o.-̂ êd folder describing tiie 
Natiojial Ptesister. 

l a Z'ccosnl^dns tliC historical iiijpK^rtance of these aites i n your 
State, I vlsh to conaiend the cfners fo r the care and preservation 
of these piopertlee. 

.Sincerely yours, 

(Sgd) Waiter J. Hickef 

Secretaay of the Interior 

Hon, Palph W. Yarborough 
United States Sei:ato 
Waaliington, D. C, * 

Enclosures, , BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HH 
cc: 
Regional Director; Southvest 
HHS-Mr. Sheely' 
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™ JUN 2 2 1970 

Mr. QexBld C. Henricel, Jr. 
City Msnsfler 
City Hall 
MUltsdcy Plaza 
San Antonio, Taass 70205 

Dear Mr. Henekel: 

We ware pleased to infom you that the Spanish GoYemor's Palace, 
described briefly in the enclosure, haa been found to possess excep­
tional value in conuetaorating or Uluatrating the histoxy of the 
Utalted States, and ia thus ell^ble for registzation aa a Hational 
Historic landBBXk. 

Tbe Begistzy of Ilational Historic Tandhartta is a pezoenent register of 
nationally significant historic and ardteological aitea. Ita purposa 
is to identify and recognize these sites and to enooursfi^ their ovners 
to preserve then. Eligible Laaftnartc sites are chosen throu£̂  studies 
prepared by the KatlonLL Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings; evaluate 
by the Advisozy Board on National Fszlcs, Historic Sites, Buildings, aad 
MoaoMBts; and a^zoved by the Secretazy of the Interior in accordance 
with the Hiatoric Sites Act of August 21, 193?. 

As explained in the enclosed leaflet, recognition and registration of 
LandoMXk aites aze afforded by certificates and bronze plaivwa, which 
are provided free of dmree to the owners or adainlstrators of these 
sites upon their application and agreement to adhere to slBQtle preservation 
practices. If you wish to apply for the certificate and plaque, copies 
of the application foxn are enclosed. The fozu should be ocoQileted in 
triplicate and two copies returned to the national Pasck Service. You 
nay retain the third copy for your records. 

Ve will be happy to have tbe Spanish Oovemor's Palace included in the 

Sincerely youra, 

J. E. N. Jensen 

A^^'^ Director 

Enclosures 

cc: 
BASIC riLE REIAlim) W HH 

Director; Southwest y A/ / • • J C ^ / / / 7 A 
IS-Mr. Sheely T- Mr. Butterfield ^ - f J ^ - ^^ ^ ^ 



JULZO 2 28 PH7 
July 1 . 1970 

(Date) 

Mr. George B. Hartzog, J r . 
Director 
National Park Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D. C. 202^0 

Dear Mr. Hartzog: 

As the (owner, owners) of 
Spanish Governor 's Palace 

(Name of s i t e } 

^ . San Antonio Bexaor Texas 
located m 

(City) (County; (State) 

(l,we) hereby make formal application for a certificate and a 
bronze plaque, 17" x l 8 " { i ^ , designating this historic property 
a National Historic Landmark. (Check one or both as desired.) 

1. Fully conscious of the high responsibility to the Nation that 
goes with the ownership and care of a property classified as having 
national significance and worthy of National Historic Landmark status, 
(l,we) agree to preserve, so far as practicable and to the best of 
(my,our) a b i l i t y , the historical integrity of this important part of 
the national cultural heritage. 

2. Toward this end, (l,we) agree to continue to use the property 
only for purposes consistent with i t s historical character. 

3. (l,we) agree to permit an annual v i s i t to the property by a 
representative of the National Park Service, as a basis for con­
tinuing Landmark status. 

h. I f , for any reason, the three conditions mentioned above cannot 
continue to be met, i t is agreed that the National Historic Landmark 
status shall cease and that u n t i l such status is restored by the 
Secretary of the Interior, neither the National Historic Landmark 
certificate nor the plaque w i l l be displayed. 

Sincerely yours, 

Gerald C. Henekel, Jr. 
Ci ty Manager 



I i i4-m August 6, 1970 

:;r. Gerald C. iienckel, Jr. 
Li ty Manager 
Lity i l s l l 
Military Plaza 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 

i>ear Mr. Henekel. 

Thank you for your application of July 1 requesting the 
certificate and plaque designating the Spanish Governor's Palace 
as a Hational Historic Landaark. Ke are proceeding with the 
preparation of the certificate and plaque. 

OUT Southwest Kegional Office adainisters tne .National Historic 
Landmark program in Texas. Hr. Frank F. Kowski, idrector of 
tho Region, w i l l infora you when the certificate and plaque 
for the Spanish Governor's Palace have been coapleted. Should 
you wish the help of tiie Service in arranging cereffionies for 
the presentation, Mr. Kowski w i l l be glad to assist you. tiis 
address i s : i i r . Frank F. Kowski, Director, Southwest Regional 
j f f i c e , .National Park Service. Old Santa Fe Tr a i l , P. 0. Box 728, 
Santa Fe, New iexico 87501. 

rfe are pleased to know that you plan to accept designation as a 
:«ational historic ijiodaark for the Spanish Governor's Palace. 

Sincerely yours, 

/S/ ROBERT M. UTLEX 

Robert M. Utley 
Ctiief Historian 

Enclosure 

cc: 
Director, Southwest w/c of application 
T-Mr. Butterfield 

ĤHS-Mr. Sheely BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HH 

HJSheely:kp 8/6/70 
HP - Texas - Spanish Governor's Palace 



December 22, 1970 

Dr. William Murtagh 
Keeper of the Register 
National Parks Service 
801 19th Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Dear B i l l i 

We are enclosing the standard submission forms f o r the 
Mission Concepcion and the Spanish Governor's Palace i n 
San Antonio. Much of the material has been derived from 
the xeroxed copies of the material you sent us with your 
May, 1970 Newsletter on the National Park Service theme 
study of colonial architecture. This may be duplication, 
f o r we understand th a t that these two sites have already 
been accepted, but i t w i l l help us keep our State f i l e s i n 
order. 

Sincerely, 

Truett Latimer 
State Liaison O f f i c e r 

By: 

M. Wayne B e l l , AIA 
Project Director 

TL/MWB/pbs 
Enclosures 



Southwest Region 
P.O. Box 728 

Santa Pe, New Mexico 875OI 
H3>»-C 

Mr. Gerald C. Henekel, Jr. 
City Manager, City Hall 
Military Plaza 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 

Dear Mr. Henekel: 

We are pleased to advise you that the National Historic Landmark 
plaque for the Spanish Qovernor's Palace has arrived. We regret 
the delay caused by a possible questlon^of name of the site and 
the mix iqp in ordering in tAilch we were at fault. Be that as it 
aay, the plaqiie Is now on hand. 

A copy of this letter will alert our Washington Office that a 
certificate signed by the Secretary of the Interior will be 
needed. 

If you wish to azrange a presentation ceremony for the plaque 
and certificate we will be happy to participate if you so 
desire. If you do not wish a presentation ceremony we will ship 
the plaque and certificate to the address you prefer. 

Sincerely yours. 

Theodore R. Thompson 
Acting Director, Southwest Region 

cc: 
; Director, National Park Service, WASO (2) 



Texas SfaJe Historical Survey Committee 
Box 12276, Capitol Station. Austin, Texas 78711 
Tni*H Lofimtr 
Eftvfh* DIrtctor 

• 
' : 71'. January 4, 1972 

Dr. Robert J. Mullen 
Chief, Bureau of Registration 
National Register 
001 19th Stroot, N. W. 
WnDh.lngton, D. C. 20006 

Dear Bob: 

Under separate cover we are forwarding corrections f o r 
the National Register submissions which were rechecked here 
i n our o f f i c e and found to be i n error.- I t r u s t t h a t t h i s 
means of correction w i l l not confuse the issue. 

There may possibly s t i l l be errors but to date these are the 
only ones we have discovered. I f you w i l l n o t i f y us of any 
errors of which you are aware we w i l l be glad t o t r e a t the 
submissions s i m i l a r l y . 

Byi 

TL/MWB/pbs 

Sincerely, 

Truett Latimer 
State Liaison Officer 

r. Wayne p e l l , AIA 
pro j e c t Director 

•'' • 
• • • • .; :• 



MEMO TO FILES 

H3I1-KH 

Date: }3% 

Memorandum 

To: The f i l e s 

From: Historian 

Subject: Congressional notification of Landmark presentation 
ceremony for 

^oaia^ie^ 11^ rr 
/ 

^ j ^ b y telephone on 

held at 

at ^ 

7^7 0 that a ceremony w i l l he 

on J 

Mr 

to 

w i l l present the Landmark plaque 

.. -

In order to inform Senators 

and 7) 1 '.f r> r and Representative 

offices on 

of the ceremony, I called their 

and gave the n nf orraation to 

1 
J ^ ! : ' _J 7 ^ 

' / I (signed) 



JUL 1 3 197a 

r*a Ittlaoa 

0. Ue:ti:jrys..;-
• i b i i i a?ofi«, «-aiwe 

vTis i t the •• >«?.ish 

of 

tte Iitt of 

Fa. 

laiMia mt of tiM iM% tlitrtfliiaiit aat afjf̂ tî npyfgttaii 

you Will 

cc: 
Plrector'.glWttI nn (2)) 

^ - M r . Iftley 
LOS-Mlss Wood 
fSPiBMUtley: crb: 7-12-72 

'̂ 3/ Robert M. Utl ey 

Office of ArcLoolcg; 
and Historic Preservat" ion 



United States Department of the Interior 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

H34-PHH 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, B.C. 20240 

JUL 13 1972 

Memorandum 

To: The Files 

From: Chief, Historic Sites Survey 

Subject: Congressional notification of landmark presentation ceremony for 
Spanish Governor's Palace, Texas 

Mr. Michael A. Becker of the Southwest Regional Office, National Park 
Service confirmed by telephone on June 29, 1972 that a ceremony w i l l be 
held at the Spanish Governor's Palace, San Antonio on Wednesday, 
July 5th at 2:30 p.m. Mr. Becker w i l l present the landmark plaque and 
certificate to Mayor Gatti. 

By staff error the Congressional delegation of New Mexico was notified 
of this ceremony on Friday, June 30. We learned of this on Monday, July 3, 
and promptly by telephone corrected the error with the New Mexico 
delegation and notified the appropriate members of the Texas delegation. 

I talked with Mr. Jack Devore, Press Secretary in Senator Lloyd Bentsen's 
office; Miss Martha Booth in Senator John Tower's office; Miss Murray 
in Representative Abraham Kazen's office [She promised to get the word 
out.); Miss Mena in Representative Henry G. Gonzalez' office (She said 
she would inform him.); and Mrs. Helen Pauley in Representative 0. C. 
Fisher's office (She said that she would notify the press secretary). 

In contacting the three members of the New Mexico delegation we apologized 
for the original error and explained that the confusion must have arisen 
from the existence of the Palace of the Governor's in Santa Fe. This is 
already a landmark. Talked with Miss Beverly Herring in the office of 
Rep. Manuel Lujan, Jr. She was very understanding and said that she 
would explain to Mr. Lujan. I t was necessary to call the Santa Fe 
District Office of Senator Joseph Montoya. There Miss Margaret Larragoite 
was equally understanding. Mr. Claude Wood, assistant in Senator Clinton P. 
Anderson's office, indicated that they had made no announcement and that 
there was therefore no problem. 

Horace J. Sheely, Jr. 

National Parks Centennial 1872-1972 



Texas Sta' 'historical Survey Commiiiee 
Dox 1227G, C.^.col Station, Austin. Texas 78711 

Trueli Lafimer 
Eiecuiirt Director 

July 26, 1972 

Mr. Robert M. Utley, Chief 
Office of Archeology & H i s t o r i c 

Preservation 
National Parks Service, Room 1220 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

^^l^i ZU 19ti 

HA 

Dear Bob: 

At the February meeting of the State Liaison Officers 
i n Washington, there v;as considerable controversy about 
the designation of National H i s t o r i c Landmarks w i t h i n states 
v/ithout the p r i o r knowledge of the State Liaison O f f i c e r . 
As a case i n point, I am sending a copy of tv/o newspaper 
clippings v/hich we received i n oux o f f i c e recently. This i s 
the f i r s t we knew that the Spanish Governor's Palace i n San 
Antonio had been designated as a National H i s t o r i c Landmark. 

I f you have not received the Resolution passed by fhe State 
Liaison Officers on communication pertaining to t h i s from 
Mr. Robert Williams or other members of the l i a i s o n o f f i c e r ' s 
group, please l e t me know and I w i l l send t h i s along f o r your 
use. As a matter of f a c t , I w i l l go ahead and enclose a copy 
of the minutes of our February meeting w i t h a copy of the 
Resolution so that you can have t h i s . 

Sine 

Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 

Pf 
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San Antonio Xev.-s 
San Antonio, Texaa 

' T • r ^ 

r-'am e is f L . '^^^•'^'"'"finniuiil <-,ve ^^""^'•'^'^'noi. Society 

K''^f. A n d H ' ' ^"'^ '̂ '-'̂  t'ie: icn Of 

It 

'National Pa,.;̂  . '"-uurs man al it 

718 fttST 51ti ST. m m . TtXAS ?S70I 4'ri;5S 

Wichita Falls Times 
Wichita Falls, Texas 

JUL -8 

Scan Antonio 

PGUICQ Formally 

SAN ANTONIO, Tex. (AP) _ 
The ISlh-Century Spani.'c'i Gov-
eitior's Palace, the origin ot it5 
name lost in t.'ie hi.slory of the 
Spani.sh colonial period, fias 
been formally designated as a 
National Ifisloric Landmark. 

"This is the fii-.st time it l̂as 
been rcco-nized as an archi-
tccfiual gem of the United 
States," said M. J. Becker, an i 
official of the .Santa Fe regional 
office of the National "park 
Service. 

Becker presented Mayor .John 
C,atti a plaque U'editcsdav in 
cercmc-,ijes officially recogniz­
ing tne rustic vet elegant 
a d 0 b e-M-allcd buildin- °de-
scnbed as the only rcmaiamg 
e.\-amp!e in Tc.va.s of an aristo-
cratic early Spaniŝ l home. 

Becker said the-palace, Ion-
recognized by the city' and 
stale, now Is officially deemed I 
a "special part of the national' 
hcntagc" and takes its place 
mlh tiiree other San .Antonio 
atti-actions i;iat have received 
l a n d m a r k recognition—in­
cluding the Alamo, shrine ofi 
Texas independence. 

His'.orians .say the palace was 
completed in 17.13 and served 
as headqiiarlers of the com­
mander of .Spani.sh troops inl 
inis South Tcx.is city. 

A c c o r d i n g to hi.sforlanf 
Charles l!,ini:nloll, it pvnuMv 
got Its nan:e from (he tenure o'f 
Ignacio Vorcy., v̂ho lived m it 
\̂hi!e governor of Tox.-,s under 

SpatiLsh rule in the early isoos. 
Located in downtown S;m An­

tonio across from Cily Hall ific 
Spam./i Governor's Palace'was I 
b'̂ usht by l̂ c city in and i 
ro.slor.vd in i:r.';i..';o. sin,,. i 
officials c.̂ limate more than' 
Uo imlhon persons have vis-1 



IN REPLY REFER TO: 

United States Department of the Interion. 

H34-C 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE r,^ 

Southwest Region 
P.O. Box 728 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 8750I 

'Iff/.. 
33 !\u 

Memorandum 

To: Director, National Park Service 
Attention: Chief, Office of Archeology and 

Historic Preservation 

Prom: Assistant Director, Cooperative Programs 

Subject: National Landmark Plaques 

Your memorandum of December 14, 1970 requested we halt activity 
in regards to a presentation of a certificate or plaque to 
owners of the^"Spanish Governor's Palace" due to a possible 
dlfference'--6f opinion as to i t s proper t i t l e . 

Vpyfioxxld appreciate further information on the subject since 
our representative w i l l be In San Antonio on Landmark 
business within the next month or two. 

/o/if^/ JJJ\J£L ^)7i ^JLOLL^ , Ch 
In duplicate 

Charles K. Boatner 

OCT 2 7 1971 
DIVISION GF HISTORY 



MINUTES NO. 10 

CONFERENCE OF STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
LIAISON OFFICERS 

Department of the I n t e r i o r , Washington, D.C. 
February 27, 1972, 5:30 p.m. 

Member.3 present are l i s t e d on Exhi b i t 1. 

Dr. Richard Hale asked the chairman of the nominating committee to 
report on the recent e l e c t i o n . The chairman reported that a l l 
o f f i c e r s nominated were duly elected. The new president i s 
Robert Williams, elected w i t h no dissenting vote. The other o f f i c e r s 
are: 

1st Vice-President--George Shirk, Oklahoma 
2nd Vice-President—Russell W. Fri d l e y , Minnesota 
Secretary-Treasurer—Truett Latimer, Texas 
Northeast — A n n Parish, Maryland; Daniel Porter, Ohio; Mark 

Lawton, New York; VJilliam B. Pinney, Vermont 
Southeast—James Moody, V i r g i n i a ; Mrs. Mary Gregory Jev;ett, 

Georgia 
Midv;est—Nyle M i l l e r , Kansas; William Marshall, Colorado 
Southv7est--Dennis McCarthy, Arizona; David W. King, New Mexi :o 
Ex-offico member. Executive Committee—Richard Hale 

The meeting was turned over to Mr. Williams who introduced Dr. 
Murtagh and Dr. Bradford, each of v;hom welcomed the p a r t i c i p a n t s , 
congratulated the nev/ president, and l e f t . 

Mr, VJilliams passed out notes on items and questions State Liaison 
Officers have w r i t t e n to him about givi n g guidelines at the meeting. 
As promised at the l a s t meeting i n San Diego, Mr, VJilliams planned 
to t a l k about creating b e t t e r input i n t o th3 program as a whole, 
creating b e t t e r communication among State Liaison Officers and 
between State Liaison Officers and the Office of A-'-cheology and 
H i s t o r i c Preservation. (At t h i s point he also stated that he 
wished his term of o f f i c e to be l i m i t e d to exactly one year, as 
stated i n the c o n s t i t u t i o n . ) He stated the need f o r development 
of communications v/ith each other and wi t h V7ashington v/hile the 
decision-making i s going on, not a f t e r the decisions are made. He 
would l i k e to discuss g e t t i n g i n t o v/orking groups to work on some 
known problems. (He passed out guidelines f o r forming committees.) 
Mr. \7illiams said that he has already appointed the Finance Committee 
because Hartzog asked f o r a meeting about Congressional problems 
w i t h appropriations and reauthorization. He asked f o r opinions on 



his idea of committees. 

The question of distance was brought up. Mr. vrilliEims agreed that 
t h i s v/ould be a problem but hoped i t would not be insurmountable. 
He f e l t t h a t enough coratiunication by phone and l e t t e r could be made 
to make a meaningful c o n t r i b u t i o n . • He said t h a t the committees 
would not hEive to handle a l l problems, but could help on some, such 
as the State Plan. 

A suggestion was made from the f l o o r f o r an ad d i t i o n a l committee for 
the coordination of the a c t i v i t i e s of the H i s t o r i c Preservation 
Fund and f o r Land and Water Conservation Fund Of f i c e r s , since i n some 
cases the SLOs are d i f f e r e n t f o r the tv/o d i f f e r e n t fundings. 

Mr, Williams said t h a t the suggestion would be considered i n appoint­
ing the committees. i t was asked how many committees Mr, Williams 
planned on. He said that there would be the present standing 
committee f o r general problems, the four committees or a committee 
and four subcommittees, then the finance comraittee--six committees 
i n a l l , . - - . . 

I t was asked where the ecology groups' places were i n t h i s . I t was 
brought up that i n Connecticut the parks, f o r e s t service, and two 
other agencies had been combined i n t o the Department of Ecology. 

Mr, Williams said that the subject v/as too broad to deal w i t h at 
t h i s meeting. He said he would l i k e to deal only w i t h the elements 
of the program, . .-

Dr. Hale stated that he saw the need f o r these committees and many 
more. Others agreed w i t h the need f o r committees, 

Charles Lee, South Carolina, suggested t h a t care be taken that 
committees not be created without duties. 

Mr, Williams said t h a t his suggested committees were not f i n a l , 
t hat the number was f l e x i b l e . He asked how many brought l i s t s of 
things i n the guidelines t h a t they did or did not l i k e . He asked 
how many responded by phone or i n w r i t i n g aisout those guidelines. 
He also asked i f the group would rather give t h e i r questions t o 
OAHP or to a committee appointed from the group. 

A suggestion was made frora the f l o o r that the group may want t o 
consider having j u s t one contact w i t h V7ashington, rather than 
committees. I n other words, have j u s t one person appointed to each 



3 

area of problems, instead of a v/hole committee. 

Mr. Williams said that he was not looking f o r a concensus of a l l 
SLOs, only some input of opinions, . He did not v/ant a voting system. 

The reply from the f l o o r was that there was s t i l l a need f o r an 
i n i t i a t o r , a single person to i n i t i a t e the action. 

Another suggestion from the f l o o r v/as that the president receive 
a l l questions, channel them to the proper committee, and see that 
action i s taken by the committee. 

The question was raised as to how three or f i v e people v/ould be 
able to speak f o r a l l the states. I t was pointed out that now, at 
least, the members have had the option of t a l k i n g to OAHP themselves 
about problems and that most problems have been solved t h i s way. 

-Mr, Williams said t h a t the general f e e l i n g i n San Diego had been 
that the OAHP had acted v/ithout regard' to the wishes of the states, 
v/ithout the states' p a r t i c i p a t i n g . He said th a t he and the 
Executive Committee did not v/ant to have to react on short notice 
from Washington and speak f o r the v/hole group as they have had to 
do i n the past. 

A suggestion v/as made from the f l o o r that v/heh the president and the 
Executive Committee are ca l l e d upon to make a quick decision that 
they take the i n i t i a t i v e i n delaying action u n t i l the proper 
committee can be n o t i f i e d , 

Mr, Williams said that would be f i n e , but what v/ould happen a f t e r 
the delay v/as gained? 

A suggestion was made that a representative from each region be 
held responsible f o r g e t t i n g opinions from his region. 

Mr, Williams said that t h i s might work, but that i t would s t i l l 
not allow time f o r the i n d i v i d u a l o f f i c e r s to consider the question 
i f a l l were c a l l e d on the phone by the representative and asked f o r 
an answer. 

I t v/as asked from the f l o o r i f tho group cc;:ld pressure OAHP to 
advise them of a decision th.at needs to be made w i t h time to make 
a decision, rather than spring l': on the president. 

Mr, Williams said that they v/ould agree to th a t i f they had someone 



to work w i t h , but t h i s v/ould s t i l l not leave enough time to contact 
everyone. He said that the SLOs have been asking questions of 
OAHP v/ithout r e a l i z i n g that the questions were creating p o l i c y . 
He said that the questions ought to go to a committee before going 
to Washington. . 

A statement was made from the f l o o r t h a t : 
1. Mr. Robert Williams had been elected president of the 

National Conference of State Liaison O f f i c e r s . 
2. The c o n s t i t u t i o n authorizes him to appoint committees that 

he wants. 
3. There was a motion on the f l o o r that i n e f f e c t gives the 

group's support to that c o n s t i t u t i o n a l mandate. 

There was a c a l l f o r a vote by Mr. V7illiams. • The vote was a 
unanimous approval. 

A suggestion was made that the comm.ittees be made up of the o f f i c e r s 
i n each region. I4r. V7illiams said th a t t h i s was probably the way 
i t v/ould be worked. 

Mr, Williams turned the a t t e n t i o n to questions th a t SLOs have 
w r i t t e n to him about. 

The f i r s t l e t t e r asked i f t h i s group was the proper grov:p to make 
a study of the a n t i q u i t i e s laws of the Federal and state governments 
and requested that suggestions f o r improvem.ent be made by January 1, 
1973. 

At t h i s point Mr. Williams asked tha t i t be considered whether or 
not t h i s v/as the group to do the job, and i f so, whether or not the 
group v/ished to undertake i t . 

The l e t t e r went on to bring up the f a c t that several states would 
be or were involved i n the process of r e s t r u c t u r i n g t h e i r a n t i q u i t i e s 
code and v/ould also have to deal with.Federal a n t i q u i t i e s laws. 
Dr. C. R. McGimsey, I l l ' s A Study of A n t i q u i t i e s Laws was mentioned 
i n the l e t t e r as a possible source of information. The l e t t e r also 
stated that a set of guidelines from Washingto.n f o r a model a n t i q u i ­
t i e s code was used but did not seem to f i t the problems of the 
p a r t i c u l a r state. 

Dr. McGimsey said that he thought that the group was a good i n i t i a t ­
ing group for the project because i t represented a l l the states, 
but that i t would need to broaden i t s expertise because the problem 



The next item brought up by Mr. vrilliams concerned a complaint t h a t 
some -SLOs were not being n o t i f i e d when there was work being done 
on a National H i s t o r i c Landmark i n t h e i r state. Mr. Williams said 
th a t the ansv/er from OAHP on t h i s complaint was; 

1. I t i s a s t r i c t p o l i c y of OAHP to n o t i f y the SLO when they 
go i n t o the state t o work i n an NHL, 

2, I t was a c l e r i c a l e r r o r . 

One of the SLOs said that a property i n his state had been made an 
NHL a f t e r t.heir own state board had turned the property down f o r the 
National Register, and that they found out about i t when the news­
paper c a l l e d to ask about the property, 

A r e s o l u t i o n was presented: \7hereas, on occasion i n the past 
embarrassment has been experienced at the state l e v e l as a r e s u l t 
of the tardy receipt of information on the designation of National 
H i s t o r i c Landmarks, be i t resolved by the State Liaison Officers 
that the d i r e c t o r of the Office of Archeology and H i s t o r i c Preserva­
t i o n be r e s p e c t f u l l y requested to consider the advantages of furnish­
ing to the State Liaison O f f i c e r copies of Congressional n o t i f i c a ­
t i o n of such designated properties f o r National H i s t o r i c Landmark 
status v/ithin h i s state, said State Liaison O f f i c e r agreeing to 
withhold such information u n t i l a f t e r the date set for news release 
by the d i r e c t o r of OAHP, 

Mr, V7illiams said that OAHP agreed to t h i s r e s o l u t i o n . 

Some of the members asked that they be n o t i f i e d before the s i t e 
becomes an NHL, i . e . while the nomination v/as being prepared. One 
member said that i t was r e a l l y j u s t a matter of courtesy, since 
OAHP has the aut h o r i t y to make properties NHL. 

One of the members who i s on the Consulting Committee f o r the 
National H i s t o r i c Landmarks, said t h a t there i s a f i v e - or s i x -
month lag between the time the Committee and the s t a f f f i n i s h t h e i r 
work and the property becomes an NHL so the SLO::- could be brought 
i n at t h i s time. He suggested that t h i s be auded to the r e s o l u t i o n . 

Another suggestion was made from the f l o o r that SLOs be provided 
w i t h the complete National Register form on any property made a 
National H i s t o r i c Landmark, 

The r e s o l u t i o n was withdrav/n and a motion made instead to appoint 
a committee consisting of Charles Lee, Jim Smith, and Jim Moody to 
work v/ith OAHP to roach a s a t i s f a c t o r y s o l u t i o n to the problem. 
Committee Resolution attached as Exhibit I I . 

President Williams adjourned the meeting at 10:20 p.m. 

Submitted by: Truett Latimer 
Secretary 



also involved archeologists, a r c h i t e c t s and his.torians who each 
have t h e i r own problems. Also ho suggested that his book be used 

; only as one source, not as the source, especially since i t i s 
directed toward archeology. He said also, t h a t the model l e g i s l a ­
t i o n was not the answer but that i t v/ould give points t h a t should 
be considered. 

Mr, V7illiams agreed with him. He said that the committee chairman 
would have to be a member of the SLO Conference but that the res t 

• of the cominittee did not, so there would be plenty of room f o r the 
necessary expertise. 

The question of funding v/as raised and the p o s s i b i l i t y of a grant 
was mentioned, 

A statement was made that the National Trust f o r H i s t o r i c Preserva­
t i o n should be brought i n t o the p r o j e c t . I t was brought up tha t 
Mr. James Biddle, president of-the National Trust,thought t h a t any 
action taken by the Trust should be i n agreement w i t h the State 
Liaison O f f i c e r s . 

Mr, V7illiams suggested that the group make a request t o the National 
Trust to conduct t h i s study and i f the Trust turns down the request, 
that the group consider taking up the p r o j e c t themselves. The 
suggestion was accepted unanimously, 

A suggestion was made that i n the r e s o l u t i o n there ought t o be two 
things: 

1, The SLOi- are w i l l i n g to cooperate w i t h the Trust. 
'2. The SLCs w i l l be kept informed of progress on the study, 

Mr. Williams asked that these statements be incorporated. 

Mr, Howard of Alabama offered to t u r n over the information they 
have already gathered i n t h e i r own study of the a n t i q u i t i e s laws 
of other states to whomevei" undertakes the study, 

Mr. I'lcGimsey offered his copies of a l l archeological laws i n the 
states to the study. 

Mr. V7illiaras asked that i t be put i n t o the request to the Trust that 
the group offered any help i t could give. He assumed that the Trust 
would also get i n touch v/ith the necessary professional groups 
such as the American I n s t i t u t e of Ar c h i t e c t s . 
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Exhibit I I June 12, 1972 

RESOLUTION 

We, the National Conference of State Liaison O f f i c e r s , recognize 
the l e g a l a u t h o r i t y of the National Park Service to designate 
National H i s t o r i c Landmarks through i t s established mechanisms and 
procedures but we also recognize that the H i s t o r i c Preservation 
Act of 1966 (80 Stat. 915), as amended, created a j o i n t venture i n 
Federal-State cooperation, a partnership i n preservation. Such a 
partnership involves j o i n t r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s not only i n the 50-50 
funding of the program but also i n other areas of mutual concern. 
To that end we t h i n k i t desirable—indeed, mandatory—that the . 
.closest l i n k s of communication and consultation be established at 
a l l l e vels of preservation a c t i v i t i e s so t h a t both components i n 
t h i s National e f f o r t — t h e Federal and the State—can keep abreast 
of the r a p i d l y evolving program. 

We therefore urge the National Park Service to send to each State 
Liaison O f f i c e r a n o t i f i c a t i o n v/hen work f i r s t begins on designating 
a National H i s t o r i c Landmark, v/hen a F i e l d Rejpresentative comes in t c 
a State to gather information f o r his report, and when a s i t e 
noraination as a Landmark i s ready f o r submission to the Landmark 
Consulting Committee, 

At t h a t p o i n t , i t would be extremely desirable f o r the proposed 
nomination to go to the State Liaison O f f i c e r f o r comment beforo i t 
i s presented to the Landmark Consulting Committee, I t would a.\3o 
be h e l p f u l i f the State Liaison O f f i c e r received n o t i f i c a t i o n of 
designation at the same time t h a t the Congressional Representatives 
do, even though the o f f i c i a l announcement w i l l come from Washingtor. 

F i n a l l y , we request that the Landmark Office follow through prom.ptl 
between the announcement of the designation and the presentation o i 
the plaque i n d i c a t i n g Landmark status. I n t h i s way the partnershi: 
between the Federal Office and the State Liaison O f f i c e r can funct: 
more e f f e c t i v e l y as responsible agents cooperating i n a preservatit 
program th a t i s t r u l y National, 



IN REPLY REFER TO: 

H54-C 

United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Southwest Region 
P.O. Box 728 

Santa Pe, New Mexico 875OI 

JUL 311972 

Memorandum 

To: Director, National Park Service 
Attention: Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Prom: Acting Assistant Director, Cooperative Activities 

Subject: Dedication - Spanish Governor's Palace, San Antonio, Texas 

Enclosed are the program for the presentation of Historic Landmark 
Plaque, Spanish Governor's Palace, July 5, 1972, remarks for 
Mayor Gatti's acceptance of the Plaque and remarks of M. J. Becker 
who represented the National Park Service for this dedication. 

The program went off as scheduled with even the weather coopera­
ting by having an overcast day. Public attendance at the ceremony 
was very disappointing with only a handful of staunch preservation­
ists on hand, TV press coverage was very good. Clippings from 
other cities are enclosed. Our som-ce of clippings from the City 
of San Antonio did not produce any. 

The National Park Service representative was requested to deliver 
a four or five minute talk on "What is a National Landmark?" 

Peterson Jr. / Luther T. Peterson Jr 
In duplicate 

Enclosures 

National Parks Centennial 1872-1972 



C I T Y o r - S A N A K T T O N ^ I O 
P O . B O X 9 0 6 6 

S A N A N T O N I O T E X A S 7 8 2 8 5 

September 9, 1975 

Mt", Hor-ace J . Sheely,J->". 
United States Depa-ntment of the Inter-io-r 
National Par'k Set^vlce 
Washington, D, C, 20240 

De ar» Mr, Shee l y ; 

Last October I vr^ote to you asking i f i t would be 
possible f o r you to order us a nevf na t iona l h is tor ' ic 
landmark cev>tlclcate f o r the Spanish Gove-t^nor's Palace, 

The older one we had became faded and dl-r'ty f-rom t ime. 
You Info-^med me I t would be posEDible when you put 
you-p next OY»deT» i n wi th the eng-raver'. 

Could you give us some idea when we could expect I t , 

Since-«ely You>^s, 

Nor>a F. Wa-rd 
Cur^ator, Spani sh 
Gove tenor's Palace 

AN E Q U A L O P P O R T U N I T Y EMPLOYER' 



C X s A N T j S L i s r r r o N x o 
P O B O X 9 0 6 6 

S A N A N T O N I O . T E X A S 7 8 2 8 5 

? s 

SEP 2 0 1974J 

[HFO. OrhOE 

•'AN E Q U A L O P P O R T U N I T Y EMPLOYER' 
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PS W CL, 
M w s 

OH a . 

r ' r . Truet t L^.tir«?r 
Txecutivo L i r c c t c r 
Ti;::o.3 .'ittite i i i a t o r i c i l G'orvt̂ y Com-ittee 
ijox 1217'^f Cri . i i toi CtCktion 
Aus t in , ic:-.ac 7'-•711 

LOST ' j . ruott : 

i..:.u.:': you f o r your l e t t e r of July 25 v i t a i t s enclosures. 

I ci.-i porry i f the proscntatioa o f the plr.'iuo f o r the Cpf».nir5h Governors' 
r - l ĉ ; I t i 'c'\n / jstonio c . y o u c";l'.\rrrj3n..;o:it. Ine property >v-.o been 
; - l : - -z^ln f e r l:r:J-;-r.r;: '.-tatug s i r c2 A p r i l 1,"70, LUt only RO;; have the 
C'wUtX"j rcqucL'tcu a preiiazit.'iticfk Ci-i-oidony. 

V*a L.iYc not x i ; i t i l r e ; iv: i cn crr. o r t u n l t y to nee the tcr . t r-f tac^ rer^o-
l u t i o n nw.-;]tod ey t.'ie ClO's i n io'-ruv/ry. Pr-ucd on the COT>7 enclcaoil 
v i t h your l e t t e r , I u.- sivn-iin:- our rcnponse d i r e c t l y t o i'c'j '.:illin'.-.3 
f o r such ucG .13 ho I ' .v v i sa t o 'C-I-G o f i t . A copy i a encloneu f o r your 
infor: : ;at ion. 

"e v;i.nt to r-o evcrj- thir / ; ve can, cc fa i s t en t w i t h the conditions &nd 
rcquire-;ont!3 of cur c m n i t u n t i o n , t o vorh closely w i t h the CLO's and 
t o fwvoiu ci-fcsTrassin,' or cc- ' l icatinr-; their* l i v e s i n any vay, Bui't • ucrccy 
heir.;-, vhat i t i s , I aa sure there w i l l he lapr,os. W e ' l l do our best 
to i'revent thcra. 

Best vishe,«?, 

Glncerely yovu*5, 

Pobert U. Utley 
Di rec to r , O f f i c e of Archeoicjy 

und I ' l s t o r i c Prc;,':?erv' t i c n 

Lnclo:.v:re 

cc; i'r. r.ofccrt willinris. Director, Division of Archives, History and 
Records Ilana^eiient, Department of State, liOl East Gaines St. 
Tallahassee, Florida 3230U ^ 

Director, Southwest Region, w/c of inc. 



H3417-PS October 23, 1974 

Mrs. Nora Ward, Curator 
Spanish Governor's Palace 
105 Military Plaza 
P. 0, Box 9066 

San Antonio, Texas 78285 

Dear Mrs. Ward: 

We w i l l be pleased to order the preparation of a new national 

historic landmark certificate for the Spanish Governor's Palace when 

we place our next order with the engraver. 

Thank you for bringing your need for a replacement to our attention. 

Sincerely yours, 

Horace J. Sheely, Jr. 

Horace J. Sheely, J r , 
Chief, Historic Sites Survey 

FNP:HJ Sheely:mdw 10/23/74 
bcc: Regional Director, Southwest Region ) w/c inc. 

Director's Reading Fi l e 
DI 
/PS(HSS)-Sheely ) 

HP - Texas - Spanish Governor's Palace 

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PS(HSS) 



H3417-PS October 24, 1975 

Mrs. Nora F. Ward 
Curator, Spanish Governor's 

Palace 
105 Military Plaza 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 

Dear Mrs. Ward: 

Thank you for your letter asking us about the Spanish Governor's 

Palace certificate. The certificate was received about two weeks 

ago and has now been appropriately signed. We hope the delay did 

not inconvenience you in anyway. 

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ Horace J. Sheely, Jr., 

Horace J. Sheely, Jr. 
Chief, Historic Sites 
Survey 

Enclosure 

FNPrKP Rossrkr 10/24/75 
bcc: Regional Director, Southwest Region w/c inc. 

Director's Reading File 
DI 
>P?-Sheely w/c inc. HP - Texas - Spanish Governor's Palace 

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PS(HSS) 



F o r m I0-81T 
(Sepi. lUT) 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK S E R V I C E 

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
1. STATE 

Texas 
2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE, WRITE "ARCH • BEFORE THEME NO 

Theme XX - Archi tecture ( C o l o n i a l ) , IV , 
3. NAME(S) OF SIT£ 

Spanish Governor 's Palace 
4. APPROX. ACREAGE 

2 acres 
5. EXACT LOCATION (Cbun/y, touinthip, roait, tte. If iifflmil tn find, tketeh tm HupjAtmrntary Shiet) 

105 Military Plaza, San Antonio, Bexar Coimty, 
6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER <.AUo admlnlilrator Ifiifferenl from owner) 

City of San Antonio; administered by the San Antonio Conservation Society, 
7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (I>acrtbi briefly vhat makH lite Important mdvhatrtmalni an ixtani) 

Erected i n I jkS as the residence of the commanding officer of the 
San Antonio Presidio, the Spanish Governor's Palace i s an excellent and 
well-restored example of a large Spanish Colonial townhouse. I t is also 
the only remaining example i n Texas of an aristocratic l8th century Spanish 
residence. 

History 

The tbree-foot-thick walls of the long, one-story, U-shaped building 
are stone, lime-plastered, and rise i n a parapet above the f l a t roof. Over 
the magnificent paneled carved main entrance door is a keystone bearing the 
arms of the Hapsburgs and the date 17'*9. Wrought iron g r i l l e s bar the windows 
on the street front and projecting downspouts or canales carry the rain water 
off the roof. There are 10 rooms and a l o f t , where food was stored. The floors 
are of flagstone or t i l e . To the right of the entrance h a l l , which extends 
through the house from front to rear, are three rooms: i n front the family 
chapel, then the dining room, and i n the rear, the kitchen. To the l e f t .of 
the h a l l are two very long narrow rooms, the ballroom i n front and l i v i n g room, 
to the rear, and beyond these are three bedrooms. Overhead the exposed hand-
hewn rafters are of cypress. Both the dining room and ballroom have hooded 
fireplaces. The rooms i n the rear open out onto a patio. 

y 

The property somehow came into the possession of Luis Antonio 
Menchaca, captain of the presidio, i n I763 and remained i n the possession of 
his family u n t i l I803, In 180I1 the house was purchased by Ignacio Perez, 
whose heirs retained the t i t l e u n t i l the City of San Antonio bought i t for 
$55,000 i n 1928. I t is probable that the .house acquired i t s name of, . 

(Continued) 8 BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Ofr* Itst lourca; live loeatlon of maniiKrlpIt and rare teofkt) 

See page 2, 

!) REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention betl rtportt andetudiei, tie. NPSetndg, IIABS, etc.) 

See page 2. 
10. PHOTOGRAPHS* J!-7fc'0-53 

ATTACHED: YES E X NoQ 

M. CONDITION 

Excellent 
12. PRESENT USE (Museum, farm, etc.) 

Museum 
13. DATE OF VISIT 

March 23, I968 
14 N A M ^ F RKORDER (Sirtature) 

C L Z l ^ ^ } r : P L j J L f Charles W. Snell 
15. TITLE 16. DATE 

Historian Apr, 9, 1968 
•DRY MOUNT ON AN « X lOW SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE. DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH. AND NAME OF PHOTOGHAPHER GIVE 

LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED. ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES. 

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER) 



'^TpL^Sf"* UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET 

This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the 
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many 
Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order 
of the items. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont'd), as, 
6. Description and Importance (cont'd) . . . Page 2, 

STATE NAME(S) OF SITE 

Texas The Spanish Governor's Palace 

8. Bibliographical References, 

Texas. A Guide to the Lone Star State (American Guide Series) 
(New York, 1959), 33^^; Trent E, Sanford, The'Architecture. of the Old Southwest 
fNew York, 1950), I60 ; Hugh Morrison, EarJjr American Architecture 
(New York, 1952), 201; James G, VanDerPool, "Historical Development of Archi-
texture in the U,S,A., 1632-I912," (N.P.S, Typescript. I966), 101; Amold 
Nicholson, American Houses in History (New York, I965), 233-236; Dorothy K, 
Bracken and l-Iaurine W. Redway, Early Texas Homes (Dallas, 1956), 8-10; 
Charles Ramsdell, San Antonio, A Historieal and Pictorial Guide (Austin, 1959), 
110-115 Walter P. Webb, ed., Tlic Handbook of Texas (Austin, 1954) Vol. II, 
p, 6^19; Dorothy K. Bracken and Itourine U. Redway, Early Texas Homes (Dallas, 
8-10. ^ 

9. Reports and Studies: 

Historic American Building Survey: None. 

7. Importance and Description (Continued) 

Governor's Palace as a result of Ignacio Perez's tenure of office as govemor 
of Texas from I815 to I817. 

Present Appearance 

- In the l860's the house was used as a school house and later, as a 
second-hand clothing store, restaiirant, and bar. By the time the city acquired 
i t in 1928 for the purpose of restoration, the building had been considerably 
altered. The house was restored in I929-I93O, under the direction of Harvey P. 
Smith, architect. Now open to visitors as a museum, the Spanish Govemor's 
Palace is fiimlshed with Spanish Colonial period pieces. 
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NATIONAL HISTORIC LA;?D>L.m 
BIENIMIAL VISIT REPORT 

SITE Spanish Governor's Palace 

LOCATION La V i l l i t a , downtown San Antonio, Texas 

DAY (S): VISITED June 26 1977 
Month Day(s) Year 

VISITED BY Charles K. Boatner 

(Nama) 
Field Assistant to the 
Regional Director 

( T i t l e ) 
819 Taylor Street 
Fort Worth, Texas 76102 

(Address) 

On FTS; 334-3143 

(Phona Jluaibsr) 

PERSON(S) CONTACTED, m i l l TITLE(S) 

Mrs. Nora F. Ward 

REPORT SUBMITTED BY: 

Name Charles K. Boatner 
F i e ld Assistant to the 

T i t l e Regional Direc tor 



REPORT 

I . Did you have any d i f f i c u l t y making contact v/ith the ot^ner or administrator 
i n advance of your v i s i t ? . Yes No X I f yes, please describe: 

I I . Did you f e e l that your v i s i t was welcome? ^ not welcome? 
I f not, please describe circumstances: 

I I I . Was the material provided by St'TRO ample and helpful? Yes X No 
I f not, please explain: 

IV. Approximately how long did you spend at the site? hours, 

V. Please describe the condition of ths site (structure(s), grounds, 
furnishings, etc.) 

Clean, well maintained. Some false canales on the exterior need 
replacing or repairing as the wood is rotting. 

VI. Based on the reasons for the o r i g i n a l designation, i s i t your opinion that 
the i n t e g r i t y of the s i t e i s being adequately naintaiued? Yes X No 
I f no, please explain: 

V I I . Please describe i n d e t a i l the management of the si t e (otmer-managed, 
employee-managed, government-m.anaged, etc.)^ 

- ;A-

Owned by the C i t y o f San Antonio, charged to the c i t y ' s Department of 
Parks and Recreation 

V I I I - I n your o p i n i o n , i s the s i t e management adequate? Yes X Mo I f 
you have any r e se rva t i ons , please describe: 



IX. Is the site used for commercial purp.oses? ,. Yes No X I f yes, does 
this present any problems related to maintaining the integrity of the site? 
Yes No I f yes, please describe: 

X. Please describe any financial problems related to the site: 

XI. What other problems did you encounter, i f any' 

XI I . What specific suggestions, i f any, "did you make to the owner or administrator? 

Mrs. Ward said she would appreciate a v i s i t and inspection by one of our 
restoration specialists. 

X I I I . What follow-up action do you suggest for the SWRO and/or others? 

That the Southwest Region have a restoration specialist v i s i t the Governor's 
Palace and view the previous restoration work with integrity specifically 
i n mind. 

XIV. Is there any urgency regarding the suggested action? Yes Ko X 
I f yes, please c l a r i f y : 

XV. I f this site i s being managed under the terms of a signed agreement, has 
the plaque been mounted? Yes T,̂  NO ^If yes, describe exact 
location. I f no, please explain why i t has not been accepted or not 
been mounted. Also, describe location of the Certificate. 

Plaque mounted along with Texas Historical plaque on exterior, certificate 
i n the i n t e r i o r 

Questions? 

(PLEASE ENCLOSE PHOTOS, CLIPPINGS, COPIES OF CORRESPONDENCE, OR ANY 
OTHER MATERIALS WHICH WILL SUPPLEMENT THE INFORMATION GIVEN IN THE 
REPORT) 

See handwritten notes, previously supplied to SlVRegion. 
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SPANISH GOVERNOR'S PALACE 
Addendum 

The 268 year old residence, with 2^ foot rubble stone lime plastered walls 
generally i s i n good condition, especially i n the f i e l d of dai l y maintenance. 

However, one of the o r i g i n a l beams over the door, cypress of approximately 
6" width i s cracked and the crack i s enlarging, and the three rooms that 
are t i l e d (thought to be o r i g i n a l ) need cleaning to bring out the colors. 
Flagstone on the f l o o r s i n a l l other rooms has considerably darkened and 
need cleaning. 

Mrs. Nora F. Ward, the curator, under questioning, said that she would 
appreciate a v i s i t and inspection by one of our restoration specialists 
to make some recommendations on these two problems. 

The City of San Antonio owns the bu i l d i n g and operates i t through the 
City's Department of Parks and Recreation, R.D. Darner, di r e c t o r . The 
department w i t h i n the l a s t 12 months has patched wa l l cracks and printed 
the walls, as w e l l as correcting a problem at the fro n t door where 
sidewalk water during rains would drain down i n t o the entrance room 
(below the sidewalk l e v e l ) . 

Some of the decorative beams - canales - also might need replacement or 
repair. 

The new c e r t i f i c a t e , requested by Mrs. Ward, has arrived and, encased i n 
p l a s t i c , has been hung to replace the old torn c e r t i f i c a t e . 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, D. C, 

The N a t i o n a l Survey o f H i s t o r i c S ites and B u i l d i n g s 

Spanish Governor's Palace, Ssin Antonio, Texas 

Erected i n 1749 as the residence o f the commanding o f f i c e r o f 
the San Antonio p r e s i d i o , the Spanish Governor's Palace i s an 
e x c e l l e n t aind w e l l - r e s t o r e d example o f a la r g e Spanish C o l o n i a l 
town house. I t i s also the only remaining example i n Texas o f an 
a r i s t o c r a t i c 18tl>-century Spanish residence. 

The t h r e e - f o o t - t h i c k w a l l s o f the long, one-story, U-shaped b u i l d ­
ing are stone, l i m e - p l a s t e r e d , and r i s e i n a parapet above the f l a t 
r o o f . Over the magnificent paneled carved main entrance door i s a 
keystone bearing the arms o f the Hapsburgs and the date 1749. Wrought 
i r o n g r i l l e s bar the windows on the s t r e e t f r o n t and p r o j e c t i n g 
downspouts or canales c a r r y the r a i n water o f f the r o o f . There are 
10 rooms auid a l o f t , where food was stored. The f l o o r s are o f f l a g ­
stone or t i l e . The rooms i n the rear open out onto a p a t i o . 

The p r o p e r t y somehow came i n t o the possession o f Luis Antonio 
Menchaca, capt a i n o f the p r e s i d i o , i n 1763 and remained i n the 
possession o f h i s f a m i l y u n t i l 1803, I n 1804 the house was pur­
chased by Ignacio Perez, whose h e i r s r e t a i n e d the t i t l e u n t i l the 
C i t y o f San Antonio bought i t i n 1928, I t i s probable t h a t the 
house acquired i t s name o f Governor's Palace as a r e s u l t o f Ignacio 
Perez's tenure o f o f f i c e as governor o f Texas from I 8 I 5 t o I 8 I 7 , 

I n the 1860's the house was used as a school house and l a t e r , as a 
second-hand c l o t h i n g s t o r e , r e s t a u r a n t , and bar. By the time the 
c i t y acquired i t i n 1928 f o r the purpose o f r e s t o r a t i o n , the b u i l d ­
ing had been considerably a l t e r e d . The house was r e s t o r e d i n 1929-
1930. Now open t o v i s i t o r s as a museum, the Spanish Governor's 
Palace i s f u r n i s h e d w i t h Spanish C o l o n i a l p e r i o d pieces. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

NSHSB: 1/5/70 
C W S 
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Site of National Siyiifleance 

Spanish Governor's Palace, Texas 

Location: IO5 Military Plaza, San Antonio, Bexar County, 

Ownership; City of San Antonio; administered by the 
San Antonio Conservation Society, 

Statement of Significance 

Erected i n 17^9 as the residence of the commanding 
officer of the San Antonio presidio, the Sp€uiish Governor's 
Palace i s an excellent and well-restored example of a large 
Spanish Colonial townhouse. I t is also the only remaining 
example i n Texas of an aristocratic l8th century Spanish 
residence. 

History 

The three-foot-thick walls of the long, one-story, 
U-shaped building are stone, lime-plastered, and rise i n a 
parapet above the f l a t roof. Over the magnificent paneled 
carved main entrance door is a keystone bearing the arms of 
the Hapsburgs and the date 17^9. Wrought iron g r i l l e s bar the 
windows on the street front and projecting downspouts or canales 
carry the rain water off the roof. There are 10 rooms and a l o f t , 
where food was stored. The floors are of flagstone or t i l e . To 
the right of the entrance h a l l , which extends through the house 
from front to rear, are three rooms: i n front the family chapel, 
then the dining room, and i n the rear, the kitchen. To the l e f t 
of the h a l l are two very long narrow rooms, the ballroom i n front 
and l i v i n g room, to the rear, and beyond these are three bedrooms. 
Overhead the exposed hand-hewn rafters are of cypress. Both the 
dining room and ballroam have hooded fireplaces. Hie rooms in the 
rear open out onto a patio. 

The property somehow came into the possession of Luis 
Antonio Menchaca, captain of the presidio, i n I763 and remained 
in the possession of his family u n t i l I803, In l ^ k the house 
was purchased by Ignacio Perez, whose heirs retained the t i t l e 
u n t i l the City of San Antonio bought i t for $55,000 in I928, 
I t i s probable that the house acquired i t s name of Governor's Palace 
as a result of Ignacio Perez's tenure of office as govemor of Texas 
from 1815 to 1817, 
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Condition 

In the 1860's the houjse was used as a school house and 
l a t e r , as a second-hand clothing store, restaurant, and bar. 
By the time the c i t y acquired i t i n 1928 for the purpose of resto­
r a t i o n , the building had been considerably altered. The house 
was restored i n 1929-1930, vuidcr the direction of Harvey P. 
Smith, architect. Now open to v i s i t o r s as a museiun, the Spanish 
Governor's Palace i s furnished with Spanish Colonial period pieces. 

References; 

Texas, A Guide to the Lone Star State (American Guide 
Series) (New York,1959), 338; Trent E, Sanford, The Architecture 
of the Old Southwest (New York, 1950), 160; Hugh Morrison, 
Early American Architecture (New York, 1952), 201; James G. 
VanDerPool, " H i s t o r i c a l Development of Architecture i n the U.S.A., 
1632-1912," (N.P.S. Typescript, 1966), 101; Arnold Nicholson, 
American Houses i n History (New York, 1965), 233-236; Dorothy K. 
Bracken auid Maurine W. Redway, Early Texas Homes (Dallas, 1956), 
8-10; Charles Ramsdell, San Antonio, A H i s t o r i c a l and P i c t o r i a l 
Guide (Austin, 1959), 110-115 Walter P. Webb, ed., The Handbook 
of Texas (Austin, 1954) Vol. I I , p. 649, 



PROGRAM FOR PRESENTATION OF HISTORIC LANDMARK PLAQUE 

SPANISH GOVERNOR'S PALACE 

July 5, 1972 - 2:30 PM 

1, Mr. Frazer, Director, Parks and Recreation: 

Introduce Mr. J . M . Becker, National Park Service 

(One to Two Minutes) 

. ^ 

2. Mr. J . M , Becker, National Park Service: 

Opening remarks concerning the NPS National Landmark 

Program in general 

(Four to Five Minutes) 

3, Representative of the San Antonio Conservation Society: 

Speaks briefly on the architectural significance of the 

Palace ' ^ . ^ ^-.w-^ '̂ •̂ '̂  f ' < ^ ' ^ ' 

(Four to Five Minutes) 

ym^ / U ^ ^ ^ ^.^-o^ 
o 

4 . Mayor Gatti : 

Acceptance remarks 

(Four to Five Minutes) 



REMARKS FOR MAYOR GATTI'S CONSIDERATION ACCEPTING PLAQUE 
FOR 

SPANISH GOVERNOR'S PALACE 

A brief verse by Ferdinand P. Herff is most appropriate to this occasion: 

I am a message hanging from these wal ls . 

In tribute to those plying conservation; 

For what they wrought on this historic spot 

Has earned our deepest veneration. 

Our City's Spanish Governor's Palace is a l i v ing , breathing landmark, a 

source of great pride for our citizens and a "must see" attraction for thou-
_r 

sands of visitors every year. 

Mrs. Osborne of the Conservation Society has spoken to the architectural 

significance of this building. I would like to cite the City's part in preserv­

ing this historic landmark. 

The building was acquired in 1929 for $55,000 from Jose Ignacio Perez of 

Spain. Its condition was sadly deteriorated from neglect and a succession 

of commercial enterprises that included a bar, restaurant and second-hand 

clothing store. 

Exhaustive research was conducted to insure that an authentic restoration 

was made. Twenty-nine thousand five hundred fourteen dollars and sixty-

one cents ($29,514.51) was expended to bring our Palace back to its rightful 
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dignity. On March 4, 1931, i t was formally dedicated and opened to the 

public. 

It is open every day of the year except Cliristmas. Because early records 

of attendance are sketchy, i t is impossible to accurately cite the number of 

visitors since 1931. Two million is a conservative estimate. Visits are 

constantly increasing as its world-wide fame spreads. During the last nine 

months, we have recorded over 50,000 admissions. 

Journalists from virtually every nation in the world have visited the Palace 

over the years and have unanimously acclaimed its charm and spread that 

word to their readers. As recently as May of this year, journalistic groups 

from West Germany and Japan toured the Palace. 

Mr. Becker, we are extremely proud of our Palace and especially grateful 

to the National Park Service for the recognition you have accorded us today. 

We cherish this plaque and what i t symbolizes. We assure you that we shall 

continue to maintain this historic landmark for the benefit of our people today 

and those who w i l l follow us. 

yi7[&^ilLymii4<J^ . / l ^ ' i / t ^ A ^ y -JlMZsi^x^^X^^^rU j i J a ^ ' ^ ' ^ u L 

c^-pi^ /^<7j. ^^^'^U^ -"^^^^^"^^^TU^ 



Remarks; M.J. Becker, Dedication Spanish 
Governor's Palace, San Antonio, Texas - July 5, I972 

Your Honor, Major Gatti, Mrs. Osborne, Mr. Frazer^^;^ San Antonio. 

We come together today to dedicate a National Historic Landmark. Wipat is 

a National Historic Landmark? A National Historic Landraark is a Bunker 

H i l l , a Mount Vernon, the Vieux Carre Historic District of New Orleans or 

the Porter Farm northeast of Dallas. More formally i t is a d i s t r i c t , 

site, building,, structure or object nationally significant i n American 

History, architecture, archeology or culture. 

Irrespective of ownership, i t is a special part of America's heritage, 

Judged by the Secretary of the Interior to possess significance for a l l 

Americans and to be worthy of a place on the Department of Interior's r o l l 

of Landmarks commemorating the Nation's past. 

The Antiquities Act of 1906 gave the Department authority for historic 

preservation on the public domain. This responsibility has been delegated 

to the National Park Service. 

Congress widened the authority of the Service in the Historic Site Act of 

1935» which states, " i t is a national policy to preserve for public use 

historic sites, buildings, and objects of national significance for the 

inspiration and benefit of the people of the United States." In addition 

to maintaining historic properties the National Park Service is authorized 

to conduct sxu'veys, publish studies; and otherwise encovirage the preserva­

tion of historic properties not owned by the Federal Government. 



The National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 expanded the preservation 

concept to historic places of State and local significance. This act 

pledged Federal matching grants for historic preservation, authorized an 

expanded National Register of historic properties worthy of preservation, 

and provided a measure of legal protection for such registered properties. 

The National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings is the program for 

Studying and identifying prospective National Historic Landmarks - which 

are a special classification of National Register properties. 

The review of potential Landmarks is a cooperative process. Eminent ex­

perts i n the pertinent discipline contribute their Judgement in order 

that only qualified properties w i l l be classified as National Historic 

Landmarks. 

The f i e l d of American History has been divided into periods or themes, 

ranging from early man to the 20th century. Sites associated with the 

themes are surveyed and evaluated and the findings are presented in a for­

mal study for each theme. These study reports are reviewed by a consulting 

committee composed of authorities i n several fields of knowledge and then 

by the Secretary of Interior's Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic 

Sites, Buildings, and Monuments. The Advisory Board submits i t s recommen­

dation to the Secretary of the Interior, who has f i n a l responsibility for 

declaring sites eligible for designation as National Historic Landmarks. 

The framers of the Historic Site Act recognized that only by Joining the 



efforts of the Federal Government to those of the State and local govern­

ments and private organizations and individuals, could the nation's pre­

servation needs be met. The National Historic Landmark program was 

inaugurated i n i960 as one means of giving effect to this principle of 

cooperation. 

There are at present /^O^tj National Historic Landmarks on the National 

Registry, there are I9 In the State of Texas, of these there are U i n 

San Antonio. Landmark recognition calls attention to historic places 

Judged to have exceptional value to the nation as a whole rather than to 

a particular state or locality. 

Now, on behalf of the Secretary of Interior, Rogers C. B. Morton, and the 

Director of the National Park Service, George Hartzog, i t is my very 

pleasant duty to present to Mayor Gatti this certificate and plaque desig­

nating the Spanish Governor's Palace a Registered National Historic 

Landmark — possessing exceptional value i n commemorating and i l l u s t r a t i n g 

the history of the United States. 
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.SAN ANTONIO (AP) - The 
intli Century Spanish Gover­
nor's Palace, the origin of its 
name lost in the history of the 
Spanish co)oni;il period, has 
been formally cksignated as a 
National Historic Landmark. 

"This is the first time it has 
been recognized as an archi­
tectural gem of the United 
States," said M. J. Becker, an 
official of the Santa Fc re­
gional office of the National 
Park Service. 

Becker presented Mayor 
John Gatti a plaque Wednes­
day in ceremonies offic'ially 
recognizing tho rustic yet ele­
gant adnbe-wallcd building, 
described as the only remain­
ing example in Texas of an 
aristocratic early Spanish 
home. 

Becker said the palace, 
long recognized by the city 
and stale, now is officially 
deemed a "special part of the 
national heritage" and takes 
its place with three other San 
Antonio attractions that have 
received landmark recogni­
tion—including the Alamo, 

shrine of Texas independence. 
Historians say the palace 

was completed in 1749 and 
served as headquarters of (lie 
commander of Spanisli tion[i.s 
in this South Texas city. 

A c c o r d i n g to historian 
Charles Ramsdell, it probably 
got its name from the tenure 
of Ignacio Perez, who lived in 
it wliilc governor of Texas un­
der Spanish rule in the early 
1800s. 

Located in downtown San 
Antonio across from City 
JFall, the Spanish Covernoî 's 
Palace was bouglit by the city 
in 1928 and restored in 1929-
,10. Since then, officials esli-
mate more than two million 
persons have visited the 
building. 

Years before it was re-
slored, it served as a' iwblic 
school and even as a tavern, 
liislorians say. 
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even as a tavern, historians 
say. 
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Ihe Governor's Palace, an i n t e g r a l part of the 
h i s t o r y of Texas, i s cared for and operated by 
the Depar tnient of Parks and Recreation of the 
r i t y of San Antonio. The "Palace" was not o r i -
1 i n a l l y intended for the use i t was t o receive 
during the yecrs to f o l l o w . I t evol.cd fronn 
the establishment of the Presidio de S^n Antonio 
•Jc Bcnar (Fort of San Antonio of Bexar) which 
r.as buMt i n i / l S . The r'residio was s p e c i f i c a t -
tv b u i l t for the p r o t e c t i o n of the Mission San 
>>-.tonio de Va'ero which was named in honor of 
1 viceroy, the ('arquis oF Valero, and was to 
Jeconie known i n thr; a.inals of h i s t o r y as the 

Palace". There were t h i r t y - t w o such governors 
between 1722 and approximately 1821. 

in 1722, the Marquis of San Miguel de Aguayo, 
Covornor General of the New P h i l i p p i n e s , ordered 
t h.̂  Presidio moved to an area closer t o the Mis-
' 1 ri-. because of the const.int threats of Indian 
i<tt:ick and of f i r e . At t h i s t i n e , the o r i g i n a l 
tn.-itch b u i l d i n g s uf tho Presidio were replaced 
,.!th f i r e p r o o f jdcbe s t r u c t u r e s . Fernando Perez 
UQ Alai^azcn, successor to Aguayo, cor.pleted the 
L-rection of the w a l l s , ramparts, warehouses, 
r f f i c e r ' s cjuarter;,, and s o l d i e r ' s barracks along 
f<ith the west s i d " of tlx; f o r t i f i c a t i o n s , i n c l u d -
in.^ the Ccrr-,andanc i i (residence of tho Captain 
of the Pros i d i o ) . 

Texas was a wildrTpr^SS then held by Spain because 
of Spanish conquest of Mexico and iuh^equent ex-
( l o r a t i o n of the land north of the Rio Grande. 

./hijo the V i l l a of San Fernando (San Antonio), by 
leason of i t s s t r a t e g i c p o s i t i o n , was made Capitol 
cf the Spanish Province of Texas, the Spanisti 
governors resided in the Conirandancia of the Pre­
s i d i o , hence i t cane ta bt; c a l l e d the "Governor's 

In 1923, the C i t y of San Antonio r e a l i z e d that 
t h i s s t r u c t u r e must be preserved i f fu t u r e gen­
erations were to know, understand, and f u l l y 
appreciate tho h i s t o r y and heritage of San Antonio. 
In 1929, the City purchased tho old Spanish Palace 
from the granddaughter of Jose Ignacio Perez of 
Spain for $55,000. Pcrc; had paid 800 pecos 
($800.00) for the b u i l d i n g in lQO'4. 

Through the years the b u i l d i n g had f a l l e n i n t o a 
ssd state of decay. I t had been a second hand 
c l o t h i n g s t o r e , a r e s t a u r a n t , and a bar room 
cal l e d "The Hole i n the Wail", The f r o n t w a l l 
and parts of others were i n t a c t , but i n desider­
ate need of r e p a i r . Exhaustive research was con., 
ducted i n order that the b u i l d i n g might be re­
stored i n an authentic manner upon i t s old foun­
dations. The w i l l of Jose Ignacio Perez offered 
some help as he had bequeathed each room separately 
to members of his f a m i l y . 

Once restored, at a cost of $25,51''.61, the Spanish 
Governor's Palace was p a r t i a l l y a r e s t o r a t i o n of 
the h i s t o r i c b u i l d i n g that occupied t h i s s i t e and 
p a r t i a l l y an authentic reproduction of a Spanish 
mission. The ten rooms and l o f t contained e x h i b i t s 
of the type of f u r n i t u r e used in e a r l y San Antonio, 

A chain of h i s t o r i c a l events pron-^pted the selec­
t i o n of M.5rch 'i, 1931 f for the formal dedication 
and opening of the restored Governor's Palace. 
The most important of these events being the found­
ing of the V i l l a of San Fernando (San Antonio) i n 
March, 1?31. 

Si nee t h i s dedication in 1931, the Ciiivernor's 
Palace has been under the supervision of the 
Department of Parks and Recreation of the City 
of San Antonio and is open for t o u r i s t s every 
day of the year except Christmas, The Depart­
ment's e f f o r t s to preserve and care for t h i s 
restored s t r u c t u r e ivere p u b l i c l y recognized i . 
19^5 when the Sears and '?oebuck Company chose 
to reproduce many of the a r t i c l e s to be found 
w i t h i n the Governor's Palace, 

I t has been stated that the h i s t o r y of t h i s 
nation i s w r i t t e n i n the symbols which aro 
carved on the f r o n t doors of the Governor's 
Palace. This h i s t o r y is as f o l l o w s : loading 
down from the top on the r i g h t hand door, the 
sea-shells represent the mother country o>'er' 
the sea; the dragons are the dangers encoun­
tered by the f i r s t inhabitants of t h i s country 
the baby face represents the new country which 
i s America; the flower symbols and the cornu-
cr.pia represents the land of flowers and p l e n t ; 
found i n America; and the Indian head represen' 
the Indians which were found i n t h i s country. 
The story is continued by reading up from the 
bottom of the l e f t door. The medallion show­
ing the head of a Spanish conquistador repre­
sents tfie Spaniards who came i n t o t h i s land of 
flowers snd plenty (flower symbols) ard by 
reason of t h e i r arms (the shields) conquered 
a l l the dangers (the dragons) in c l u d i n g the 
Indians (mask of Indian Medicine Msn) and so 
these f i r s t inhabitants won t h i s land for the 
mother country over the sea (sea-she 1 1s). 



The Governor's Palace, an i n t e g r a l part of the 
h i s t o r y of Texas, is cared for and operated by 
the Department of Parks and Recreation of tho 
Cit y of San Antonio, The "Palace" was not o r i ­
g i n a l l y intended for the use i t was to receive 
during the years to f o l l o w . I t evolved from 
tho establishment of the Presidio de San Antonio 
de Bexar (Fort of San Antonio of Bexar) which 
was b u i l t i n 1718. The Presidio was s p e c i f i c a l ­
ly b u i l t for the p r o t e c t i o n of the Mission San 
Antonio de Valero which was named in honor of 
the Viceroy, the Marquis of Valero, and was to 
become known i n tho annals of h i s t o r y as the 
ALAMO. 

Palace". There were t h i r t y - t w o such governors 
between 1722 and approximately 1821. 

In 1722, the Marquis of San Miguel de Aguayo, 
Governor General of the New P h i l i p p i n e s , ordered 
the Presidio moved to an area closer t o the Mis­
sion because of the constant threats of Indian 
attack and of f i r e . At t h i s time, the o r i g i n a l 
thatch b u i l d i n g s of the Presidio were replaced 
w i t h f i r e p r o o f adobe s t r u c t u r e s . Fernando Perez 
de Alamazan, successor to Aguayo, completed the 
erect i o n of the w a l l s , ramparts, warehouses, 
o f f i c e r ' s q uarters, and s o l d i e r ' s barracks along 
w i t h the west side of tlie f o r t i f i c a t i o n s , includ­
ing the Commandancia (residence of tbe Captain 
of the P r e s i d i o ) , 

Texas was a witdornfiss then held by Spain because 
of Spanish conquest of Mexico and subsequent ex­
p l o r a t i o n of the land north of the Rio Grande. 

When the V i l l a of San Fernando (San Antonio), by 
reason of i t s s t r a t e g i c p o s i t i o n , was made Capitol 
of the Spanish Province of Texas, the Spanish 
governors resided i n the Commandancia of the Pre­
s i d i o , hence i t came to be ca l l e d the "Governor's 

In 1928, the City of San Antonio realized that 
this structure must be preserved if future gen­
erations were to know, understand, and fully 
appreciate the history and heritage of San Antonio. 
In 1929, the City purchased the old Spanish Palace 
from the granddaughter of Jose Ignacio Perez of 
Spain for $55,000, Perez had paid 8OO pecos 
($800.CO) for the building in ]80k. 

Through the years tho b u i l d i n g had f a l l e n i n t o a 
sad state of decay. I t had been a second hand 
cl o t h i n g s t o r e , a restaurant, and a bar room 
ca l l e d "The Hole i n the Wall", The f r o n t w a l l 
and parts of others were i n t a c t , but i n desper­
ate need of r e p a i r . Exhaustive research was con­
ducted i n order that the b u i l d i n g might be re­
stored i n an authentic manner upon i t s old foun­
dations. The w i l l of Jose Ignacio Perez offered 
some help as he had bequeathed each room separately 
to members of his f a m i l y . 

Once restored, at a cost of $29,51''.61, the Spanish 
Governor's Palace was p a r t i a l l y a r e s t o r a t i o n of 
the h i s t o r i c b u i l d i n g that occupied t h i s s i t e and 
p a r t i a l l y an authentic reproduction of a Spanish 
mission. The ten rooms and l o f t contained e x h i b i t s 
of the type of f u r n i t u r e used i n ear l y San Antonio, 

A chain of h i s t o r i c a l events prompted the selec­
t i o n of March 1931, for the formal dedication 
and opening of the restored Governor's Palace. 
The most important of these events being the found­
ing of the V i l l a of San Fernando (San Antonio) i n 
March, 1731. 

Since t h i s dedication i n 1931, the Governor's 
Palace has been under the supervision of the 
Department of Parks and Recreation of the City 
of San Antonio and i s open for t o u r i s t s every 
day of the year except Christmas. The Depart­
ment's e f f o r t s to preserve and care for t h i s 
restored s t r u c t u r e \.tere p u b l i c l y recognized i . 
1965 when the Sears and Roebuck Company chose 
to reproduce many of the a r t i c l e s to be found 
w i t h i n the Governor's Palace. 

I t has been stated that the h i s t o r y of t h i s 
nation i s w r i t t e n i n the symbols which are 
carved on the f r o n t doors of the Governor's 
Palace. This h i s t o r y i s as f o l l o w s : Reading 
down from the top on the r i g h t hand door, the 
sea-shells represent the mother country over 
the sea; the dragons are the dangers encoun­
tered by the f i r s t inhabitants of t h i s country 
the baby face represents the new country which 
is America; the flower symbols and the cornu­
copia represents the land of flowers and plenty 
found i n America; and the Indian head represen' 
the Indians which were found i n t h i s country. 
The story i s continued by reading up from the 
bottom of the l e f t door. The medallion show­
ing the head of a Spanish conquistador repre­
sents the Spaniards who came i n t o t h i s land of 
flowers and plenty (flower symbols) and by 
reason of t h e i r arms (the shields) conquered 
a l l the dangers (the dragons) including the 
Indians (mask of Indian Medicine Man) and so 
these f i r s t inhabitants won t h i s land for the 
mother country over the sea (se a - s h e l l s ) . 
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"THE GOVEIlNQIl«S ^AIACE" 



Did you take a leisurely a t r o l l through the governor's residence last year? Approx­

imately 75,000 persons i n the world can say "yes". Thia is because visitors repre­

senting forty-nine of tbe f i f t y United States and from thirty-four foreign nations 

toured tbe old Spanish ••Governor's Palace" i n San Antonio, Texas, during 1966. 

The Governor's Palace, an integral part of tbe history of Texas, is cared for and 

operated by the Department of Porks and Recreation of the City of Son Antonio. 

The "Palace" was not originally intended for the use i t was to receive during the 

years to follow. I t evolved from tbe establishment of the Presidio de Son Antonio 

de Bexar (Fort of Son Antonio of Bexar) which was b u i l t i n 1718. The Presidio was 

specifically b u i l t for the protection of tbe Mission San Antonio de Valero which 

was named i n honor of tbe Viceroy, tbe Marquis of Valero, and was to become known 

in tbe annals of history as tbe Alamo. 

In 1722, tbe Marquis of Son Miguel de Aguayo, Governor General of tbe New P h i l l i p -

pines, ordered the Presidio moved to an area closer to tbe Mission because of tbe 

constant threats of Indian attack and of f i r e . At this time, tbe original thatch 

buildings of the Presidio were replaced with fireproof adobe structures. Fernando 

Perez de Alamazan, successor to Aguayo, completed tbe erection of the walls, ramparts, 

warehouses, officer's quarters, ond soldier's barracks along with tbe west side of 

tbe f o r t i f i c a t i o n s , including tbe Coranondancio (residence of tbe Captain of tbe 

Presidio). 

Texas was a wilderness then, held by Spain because of Spanish conquest of Mexico 

and subsequent exploration of the land north of the Rio Grande. 

When tbe V i l l a of San Fernando (San Antonio), by reason of i t s strategic position, 

was made Capitol of tbe Spanish Province of Texas, the Spanish governors resided 



i n the ConoDndancio of the Presidio, hence i t come to be called the "Governor's 

P»1ace". There were thirty-two auch governors between 1722 and approxinately 

1804. 

In 1928, the City of San Antonio realized that this structure must be preserved 

i f future generations were to know, understand, and f u l l y appreciate the history 

ond heritage of Son Antonio, In 1929, tho City purchased the old Spanish Palace 

fron the granddaughter of Joao Ignacio Perez of Spain for $55,000. Perez hod paid 

800 pesos ($8O0.C9; for the building i n 1804. 

Through the years the building bad fallen into a aad state of decay. I t bad been 

a second bond clothing store, a restaurant, and a bar roon called "The Hole in the 

WQII", The front wall ond parts of others were intact, but in desperate need of 

reyjair. Exhaustive research was conducted in order that the building night be 

restored in an authentic manner upon i t s old foundations. The w i l l of Jose Ignacio 

Perez offered some help as he had bequeathed each roon separately to nenbers of 

his fonily. 

Once restored, at a cost of $29,514.61, the Spanish Governor's Palace was p a r t i a l ­

ly a restoration of the historic building that occupied this site and p a r t i a l l y 

on authentic reproduction of a Spanish niasion. The ten roons and l o f t contained 

exhibits uf the type of furniture used i n eorly San Antonio. 

A chain of historical events pronpted the selection of March 4, 1931, for tbe 

forrn l dedication and opening of tbe restored Governor's Palace. Tbe nost i n -

portant of these events being tbe founding of tbe V i l l a of San Fernando (San 

Antonio) i n March, 1731. 

Since tbis dedication in 1931, the Governor's Palace has been under tbe superviaion 



of tbe Department of Porks ond Recreation of tbe City of San Antonio and is open 

for tourists every day of the year except Christmas. The Deportnent's efforts to 

preserve and care for thia restored structure were publicly recognized i n 1965 

when the Sears and Roebuck Compony chose to reproduce many of the articles to be 

found within tbe Governor's Palace, 

Mra. Elizabeth 0. Graham, one of the f i r s t curators of tbe restored Governor's 

Palace, has said that tbe history of this nation i s written i n tbe symbols which 

are carved on tbe front doors of the building. Tbis history is as follows: 

Reoding down from the top on the right bond door, the sea-shells represent tbe 

mother country over the sea; the dragons are the dangers encountered by tbe f i r s t 

inhabitants of this country; the baby face represents tbe new country which is 

America; the flower symbols and the cornucopia represents the land of flowers and 

plenty found i n America; and the Indian head represents tbe Indians which were 

found i n tbis country. Tbe story i s continued by reoding up from the bottom of 

tbe l e f t door. The medallion showing tbe bead of a Spanish conquistador represents 

tbe Spaniards who came into this land of flowers and plenty (flower symbols) and by 

reason of tbeir arms (tbe shields) conquered a l l tbe dangers (tbe dragons) includ­

ing tbe Indians (mask of Indian Medicine Man) and so these f i r s t inhabitants won 

tbis land for tbe mother country over the sea (sea-shells), 

A snail adnission fee i s now charged for touring this historical structure and 

patio, Approxinately 1-̂  million persons have visited the Spanish Governor's 

Palace since i t s fornal dedication i n 1931 and have learned of i t s colorful history 

through the stories told by tbe hostess i n charge of each tour. 


