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F o m i 10-300 U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T OF T H E I N T E R I O R 
( J u l y 1969) N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

TEXAS 
C O U N T Y : 

Bexar 
FOR NPS USE O N L Y 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

[ l . NAME 
C O M M O N : 

Miss ion Concepcion 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

Miss ion Nuestra Senora de l a Pur^sima Concepcion de Acu^a 
2. LOCATION 

S T R E E T A N C N U M B E R : 

807 Miss ion Road, 3 m i l e s south o f the Alamo Plaza 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

San Antonio 
S T A T E 

T e x a s 78210 
|3. CLASSIFICATION 

48 

C O U N T Y : 

Bexar 029 

C A T E G O R Y 

fCheck One) 
OWNERSHIP S T A T U S 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

• D i s t r i c t [ 3 B u i l d i n g 

• Site • S t ruc ture 

• O b i e c t 

• P u b l i c 

^ P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

I I In P rocess 

I I B e i n g Cons ide red 

3 Occup ied 

I I U n o c c u p i e d 

• P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

Y e s : 

3 R e s t r i c t e d 

1 1 U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

! I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

\ I C o m m e r c i a l 

[ 1 E d u c a t i o n a l 

[ 1 E n t e r t a i n m e n t 

I I G o v e r n m e n t 

[ I I n d u s t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

^ Museum 

• Park 

I I P r i v o t e Res idence 

R e l i g i o u s 

[ 1 S c i e n t i f i c 

I I Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

{ I Comments 

\ 4 . O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Catho l i c Church; Father B. Ganack, S t . John's Seminary 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

222 East M i t c h e l l S t r ee t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

San Antonio T e x a s 
5. LOCATtON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Bexar County Courthouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

San Antonio T e x a s 

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
T L T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

H i s t o r i c American B u i l d i n g s Survey 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1934,1937 [ 2 1 F e d e r a l • State 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

L i b r a r y o f Congress 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R J O W N ; 

Washington D7C. 



\7. DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 
^ E x c e l l e n t • Good • Fa i r 

( C h e c k One) 

i 1 De te r i o ra ted I I Ru ins O Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

A l t e r e d • U n o l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved ^ O r i g i n a l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( I f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A U A P P E A R A N C E 

A complex o f mission b u i l d i n g s . The facade o f the church,which 
faces west, has massive t w i n b e l l towers and a s a t i s f y i n g b readt 
Fluted and decorated engaged columns a t the entrance door support 
a simple and steep pediment i n which reposes a p r o j e c t i n g carved 
niche w i t h a cross above. The other decorative d e t a i l s o f the 
facade include a small round opening on e i t h e r side o f the ped­
iment, a c i r c u l a r opening immediately above, and two small win­
dows i n each of the towers, one above the other. Each of the top 
s t o r i e s o f the square b e l l towers has arched openings on four 
sides, i s capped w i t h a pyramidal r o o f and a small l a n t e r n ; and 
each tower has a stone merlon a t each of the four corners. The 
massive limestone w a l l s , h e a v i l y b u t t r e s s e d on the sides, are 
nearly four f e e t t h i c k and are covered w i t h p l a s t e r or stucco. 
The church has a f u l l c r u c i f o r m ground p l a n , w i t h a l t a r s i n the 
no r t h and south transepts as w e l l as i n the sanctuary a t the 
east end. The nave i s roofed by a tunn e l v a u l t w i t h transverse 
r e i n f o r c i n g r i b s and over the crossing r i s e s a low dome t h a t i s 
crowned by a l a n t e r n . 

I n s i d e , t o the r i g h t i s the b a p t i s t r y and t o the l e f t , the 
b e l f r y , — e a c h l o c a t e d i n a small room a t the base o f the towers. 
On some of the i n t e r i o r w a l l s o r i g i n a l frescoes can s t i l l be 
seen. The s a c r i s t y i s s i t u a t e d adjacent t o the r i g h t arm of the 
cross and next t o t h i s i s a h a l l , from which stone s t a i r s lead 
to an u p s t a i r s room known as the i n f i r m a r y . An aperture i n t h i s 
room connects i t w i t h the sanctuary, f o r the purpose o f enabling 
the s i c k t o see and hear the services. 

The b u i l d i n g s of the convento, w i t h heavy stone arches and 
tunnel v a u l t s extend t o the south or r i g h t o f the facade. The 
doorways open from the c l o i s t e r i n t o t h i s o r i g i n a l one-story 
s t r u c t u r e , the f i r s t i n t o a storeroom, the second i n t o the 
l i v i n g quarters o f the padres, and the t h i r d i n t o the l i b r a r y . 
Other b u i l d i n g s o f the mission and i t s defensive w a l l have d i s ­
appeared. The mission was secularized i n 1793 and the church 
was completely abandoned by 1819. -'iTie r u i n e d church and mission 
i^ere occupied by the United States Army i n 1849 and minor r e p a i r s 
were made t o the b u i l d i n g s . Not u n t i l 1887, however, was the 
church again r e p a i r e d and u t i l i z e d f o r r e l i g i o u s purposes. Aside 
from the a d d i t i o n o f t i l e f l o o r s , replacement o f doors, and a 
re r o o f i n g of the i n f i r m a r y , the great church stands much as i t 
d i d i n the eighteenth century. The e x i s t i n g o r i g i n a l c o n s t r u c t i o n 
Includes the w a l l s , towers, tunnel v a u l t i n g over the nave, and 
i l s o the dome of the church as w e l l as most o f the convento. The 
mission i s maintained i n e x c e l l e n t c o n d i t i o n . S t i l l used as an 
a c t i v e church, i t i s also open t o v i s i t o r s . 



(6. SIGNIFICANCE 

I -

UJ 

UJ 

I/O 

PERIOD fchec* One or More as Appropriate) 

• P re -Co lumb ian I Q 16th Century 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Centu ry 

^ 18th Centu ry 

• 19th Century 

• 20 th Century 

S P E C I F I C O A T E I S I ( I f A p p l i c a b l e a n d K n o w n ) 1 7 3 1 , 1 7 5 5 

A R E A S OF S I G N I F I C A N C E (Chec i t One Or More as i4ppropr ia»e; 

Abor i g i na l 

I 1 P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

1 I A g r i c u l t u r e 

f 5 A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

[ I Commerce 

[ I Commun ica t i ons 

3 C o n s e r v a t i o n 

i f i ^ 
i U T y & V S I G N I F I C A N t 

i I E d u c a t i o n 

1 I Eng inee r i ng 

I I I ndus t r y 

] I n v e n t i o n 

I I L o n d s c o p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t o r y 

• M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

S R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

l osophy 

I 1 Sc ience 

I 1 Scu lp tu re 

[ I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

r~| T h e o t e r 

1 I T r o n s p o r t o t i o n 

[ I Urban P l a n n i n g 

• Other f S p e c l / y ; 

S T A T E M E N T / « y 

I n l-€(27 the f r i a r s o f the c o l l e g e o f Queretaro decided t o move 
t h e i r three missions t h a t had been founded i n 1716 i n east Texas 
t o San Antonio, where a f r e s h supply o f Indians was a v a i l a b l e , 
w i t h s o l d i e r s t o keep them i n l i n e . On March 5, 1731 the missioris 
of Concepcion, San Francisco de l a Espada, and San Juan Capi-
strano were e s t a b l i s h e d close t o the town, the closest,Concep­
cion being less than three miles away, and each was given a 
huge grant of land. The Indians t h a t were converted n e a r l y a l l 
died of the white man's diseases, and i n a d d i t i o n s u f f e r e d 
frequent attacks from h o s t i l e Apaches. 792 Indians had been 
baptized i n 1762 and 586 had been b u r i e d . I n 1783 there were 
77 l i v i n g a t the mission, i n 1792, 53; and i n 1805, 41, and i n 
1819 there were not any. The church took about 20 years t o 
b u i l d and was dedicated December 8, 1755. The facade was 
o r i g i n a l l y covered w i t h b r i l l i a n t q u a t r e - f o i l s and squares o f 
red, blue, orange, and yellow. I t was e n t i r e l y abandoned as a 
church f o r three-quarters o f a century, and as e a r l y as 1819. 
I n the l a t e 1840s U.S. troops were s t a t i o n e d t h e r e . I t was 
l a t e r used as a c a t t l e pen. Not u n t i l 1887 was i t reopened and 
dedicated t o Our Lady o f Lourdes. The mission i s maintained i n 
e x c e l l e n t c o n d i t i o n . S t i l l used as an a c t i v e church, i t i s also 
open t o v i s i t o r s 



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Ramsdell ,Charles.San Antonio,a h i s t o r i c a l and p i c t o r i a l guide. 
(Austin,1959) 

Texas, A Guide to the Lone Star State (American Guide Series) 
(New York,1959) 

Hallenbeck,Cleve.Spanish Missions of the Old Southwest (N.Y.,192£  
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

NW 
NE  
SE  
SW 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minu tes Seconds 

29 23- 30-
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29° 23 
29° 23 
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Degrees M inu tes Seconds 
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9P 
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21 
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L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T F N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

O I • 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

o I • 

Q 0 

) 

939) 
) 

1 ^ 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 10.73 
L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

CODE COUNTY 

COUNTY: 

COUNTY: 

I t . FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T l T L E Wayne B e l l , Project Director 

Roxanne Williamson,—Architectural Historian—(see atta< 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

TexassState H i s t o r i c a l Survey Coiranittee 

n 
€hed| ) 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

105 West 15th Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Austin 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAl lON 

S T A T E 

Texas 48 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

O Cl 

m 
m 

^,5 
z 

70 

O 

z 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1965 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated accordiiig to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the Nat iofc l Park Service. Th^ecommended 

level of signifi^apce of this nominati, 

National 

Name 

Title State L ia i son O f f i c e r 

Pate March 17, 1971 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

D a t e 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of The National Register 

D a t e 



T 
gAgg RETORH THIS FOBM WHEH THE FrOFEBin IS HETURaED, 

MISSION COIJCEPCION 
DATE 

SXGl 
2/25/71 

The attached Msitional Heglatap imrentary-liOBinatlDn tcimiH l a i ^ ) being 
returned to your office 1>«cat]8e the lafamatlon checked below la lacking of 
has been incorrectly sv^jplled. 

Irurufflcient locatlooal infonaetlao. 
* OOBBorts: 

______ Geographical location codes adsslng or Incorrect. 

_____ Claaalficatlon (lt«K #3) incon^plete. 
" Cooaents: ^. ,_._. ._. . ,^,_. ._____.____.________^___________^____^ 

_____ Owner of propearty/locatlon of legal deacrtptlon neceaBaxy. 
CowHwrtB t ____________________ 

______ Bo Blbliograpliy. 

^ _ _ _ Acreage of ncniaaticc not glTsn. 
K!ttmeatai _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ^ _ ^ 

Loogltuae and latitude coordinates lacking, Ineonreet, or In vraie, place. 

XYY Fora I s not sl^ied by the State Llalaca Officer (Iten #12). 

Hwtograpii/Bap fflra(8) (ItT-^Ql) required for paOi photograph/nap. 

xxx Insufficieart aap eovex«ge of property* 
k j COBBieots: Please enclose the areê  included in the nomination vlthln a rectangle 

P / T ' — - on the mapT ys3,ng coordinates "listed in # 10. .^or an lllxxstratlonT^fer to 
\ J r\^V page 6 (c) of the instruction sheet enclosed. Also, please mark the boundaries 
\ v\\ DescrlptlOT (i'rWi lFl)jy€t the actual area, nominated within that rectangle, as 

Consents: shown. 

Statenent of Slgalficance (Item 
CoBHBents: 

Xerox forms unacceptable. 

Other 
CcBB&ents: 

0316 Inadequacies noted abore atust be rectified prior to the initiation of our  
professional revieir process. Correction of these technical errors does not  
oecessarlly indicate that the nontLnation will then meet all other Batloaal  
Register criteria. / /\ _ j 







































'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICF 

NATIONAL REGISTtrt OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

\ \ . NAME 

S T A T E 

TEXAS 
C O U N T Y 

B e x a r 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

C O M M O N : Mission Concepcion 
AND/OR HISTORIC: Miss ion NuestiTa Senora de i a Pur is ima Concepcion de 4cuna 

2. L O C A T I O N 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

807 Mission Road, 3 miles south of Alamo Plaza 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

San Antonio 
S T A T E : 

Texas 
C O D E C O U N T Y : 

Bexar 
C O D E 

0^9 
3. MAP R E F E R E N C t 

United States Department of the I n t e r i o r Geological Survey 
SCALE: 1 : 24000 
,ATE= 1952, 1953 

4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundories where requ i red. 

2. North orrow. 

3. La t i tude and longi tude reference. 

Texas Map Reference #2998-133 
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIo'rt 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACEiS 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

| l . KAME 

S T A T E 

T e x a s 
C O U N T Y 

B e x a r 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

C O M M O N ; Mission Concepcion 
AND/OR HisTORicMission NuestrB Senora de l a Pur is ima Concepcion de Acuna 

2. L O C A T I O N 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

807 M i s s i o n R o a d , 3 m i l e s s o u t h o f A l a m o P l a z a 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

a: San A n t o n i o 
H S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y ; C O D E 

>^ T e x a s 048 B e x a r 029 
3. MAP R E F E R E N C E 

UJ 

UJ 

S O U R C E : 

Uni ted States Department o f the I n t e r i o r Geolnginal Survey 
SCALE: 1 ; 2 4 0 0 0 

1967 
4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundories where requ i red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longi tude re ference. 

Texas Map Reference #2998-133 

San Antonio, Texas(East) 





Texas State Historical Survey Committee 
Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711 

Trueff Latimer 

Executive Director 

December 22, 1970 

Dr. W i l l i a m Murtagh 
Keeper of the Register 
National Parks Service 
801 19th S t r e e t , N. W. 
Washington, D. C, 20006 

Dear B i l l : 

We are enclosing the standard submission forms f o r the 
Mission Concepcion and the Spanish Governor's Palace i n 
San Antonio. Much of the m a t e r i a l has been derived from 
the xeroxed copies o f the m a t e r i a l you sent us w i t h your 
May, 1970 Newsletter on the N a t i o n a l Park Service theme 
study o f c o l o n i a l a r c h i t e c t u r e . This may be d u p l i c a t i o n , 
f o r we understand t h a t t h a t these two s i t e s have already 
been accepted, but i t w i l l h e l p us keep our State f i l e s i n 
order. 

S i n c e r e l y , 

T r u e t t Latimer 
State L i a i s o n O f f i c e r 

By: 

M. Wayne B e l l , AIA 
Pr o j e c t D i r e c t o r 

TL/MWB/pbs 
Enclosures 

2 ̂  1970 
MAR 2 2 1971 

55 13^ 
STATE AGENCY FOR HISTORICAL RECORDATION, APPRECIATION, MARKING. PRESERVATION, AND SURVEYS (RAMPS) 



l o Oo 0 7*^ o 0-^ 1 -Z.'K 1 

(Resource Name) (Reference Nunnber[s]) (Date form completed) 

(County) (State) (Completed by) 

STATUS: 
1. MISSING 2. REMOVED/ 8. DOE . 3. NHL 4. TR 5. MRA 6. OVER- 7. NPS -

DEMOLISHED SIZED UNDOCUMENTED OWNER OBJECTION 
9. RESTRICTED 

EXPLANATION: 

1. Missing Status: Entire Folder ( ); Nomination ( ): Map(s) ( ); Photos ( ) 
Available on: Microfiche ( ); Optical Disk ( ) 

(Cause for removal) 

3. 
(NHL Name, if different than NRHP Name) 

/ / 
(Date Removed) 

/ / 
(Date Designated) 

(If multi-state/county TR, state/county where filed and location) 

(TR or MRA Name) 

(If multi-state/county MRA, state/county where filed and location) 

(Location of oversize file) 

7 / / 
(Current source of partial documentation) (Target Date) 

COMMENTS / / 
(Where found, or source of replacement) (Date Found/Replaced) 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE National Register of Historic Places 
Locator Card WASO 21 

JAN. 1986 
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(Resource Name) 

(County) 

(Reference Number[s]) 

(State) 

(Date form completed) 

(Completed by) 

STATUS: 
1. MISSING 2. REMOVED/ 3. NHL ^ 4. TR 5. MRA 6. OVER-

DEMOLISHED SIZED 
7. NPS - 8. DOE 9. RESTRICTED 

UNDOCUMENTED OWNER OBJECTION 

EXPLANATION: 

1. Missing Status: Entire Folder ( ); Nomination ( ); Map(s) ( ); Photos ( ) 
Available on: Microfiche ( ); Optical Disk ( ) 

2. 
(Cause for removal) 

3. A l / s 5 /Q / \ f Co/v / cg /> e t D A / 
(NHL Name, if different than NRHP Name) 

/ 
(Date Removed) 

(Date Designated) 

(If multi-state/county TR, state/county where filed and location) 

(TR or MRA Name) 

5. 
(If multi-state/county MRA, state/county where filed and location) 

6. 

7. 

(Location of oversize file) 

(Current source of partial documentation) 
/ 

(Target Date) 

COMMENTS: 
(Where found, or source of replacement) (Date Found/Replaced) 
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WASO 21 
JAN. 1986 


