
F o r m 1 0 - 3 0 0 U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T OF T H E I N T E R I O R 
( D e c . 1 9 6 8 ) N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

S T A T E : 

TEXAS 
C O U N T Y : 

f M a r i o n 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U I V I B E R D A T E 

Zik^/L^ 
1. NAME 

C O M M O N : 

J e f f e r s o n Playhouse 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

|2. LOCATION" 

S;^nai Hebrew Synagogue, St. Mary's Cathol i c School 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

NW corner o f Market and HeniSerson St re 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

T p f f P i rsnn 
S T A T E 

Texas 
C O D E C O U N T Y : 

Mari 
C O D E 

3. CLASSIFICATION 

v/1 

Z 

o 

u 
= 5 

Q; 

I -

z 

LU 

LLI 

C A T E G O R Y 

(Check One) 

D i s t r i c t 

Si te 

• 

• 

B u i l d i n g 

St ructure 

O b j e c t • 

OWNERSHIP 

Public 

P r i va te X 

Both • 

Pub l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

In P rocess 

Be ing C o n s i d e r e d 

O c c u p i e d ^ 

Unoccup ied 

P r e s e r v a t i o n work 
in progress I 1 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

R e s t r i c t e d ^ 

Un res t r i c t ed Q 

N o : • 

P R E S E N T USE CChec/c One or More a s .4pprop r ia (e ; 

A g r i c u l t u r a l Q G o v e r n m e n t 

Commerc ia l • I n d u s t r i a l 

Educa t i ona l L H M i l i t a r y 

En te r ta inmen t ^ M u s e u m 

• Park • 

I I P r iva t e Residence • 

• R e l i g i o u s Q 

S c i e n t i f i c | " ] 

Transportation 

other ( S p e c i f y ) 

n 
• 

Comments C j 

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 

O W N E R S N A M E : 

Jessie A l l e n Wise Garden Club 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

J e f f e r s o n 
S T A T E : 

Texas 
C O D E 

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Marion County Courthouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

224 A u s t i n S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

J e f f e r s o n 
S T A T E 

Texas 42 
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: , ^ / l 6i/^/\SL.. 

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

H i s t o r i c American B u i l d i n g s Survey 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1966 Federa l - j l ^ State • Coun ty • L o c a l • 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

L i b r a r y o f C o n g r e s s 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E : C O D E 

W a s h i n g t o n , D. C. 08 

o 
x> 
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•D 
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}7. DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

I N T E G R I T Y 

E x c e l l e n t Q Good F o i r • 

( C h e c k One) 

De te r i o ra ted Q Ru ins Q Unexposed Q 

(Check One) 

A l t e r e d g Una l t e red • 

( C h e c k One) 

Moved • O r i g i n a l S i te g 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( I f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The St. Mary's Cathol i c School (c. 1860) p o r t i o n o f the 
Synagogue-School b u i l d i n g i s a two s t o r y Greek Revival s t r u c t u r e 
w i t h a c e n t r a l h a l l plan and two p r i n c i p a l chambers on each 
l e v e l . The s t r u c t u r e o r i g i n a l l y had a rear wing, c o n t a i n i n g 
several rooms, which have subsequently been removed. Two ex­
t e r i o r , end chimneys (of which only the n o r t h chimney remains) 
allowed fireplaces i n a l l rooms. A modern rear a d d i t i o n contains 
a two-story porch and a k i t c h e n and bathroom f a c i l i t i e s . The 
p r i n c i p a l facade (east e l e v a t i o n ) has a t e t r a - s t y l e p o r t i c o w i t h 
two-story square columns. The columns have p l i n t h bases and 
molded c a p i t a l s . A wide e n t a b l a t u r e — i n c l u d i n g a box cornice 
w i t h a heavy bed and crown mold tops the p o r t i c o . The entab­
l a t u r e on the main b u i l d i n g i s a s i m i l a r composition. The door­
way has double, French-type, four-panel wooden doors w i t h f o u r -
l i g h t sidewindows and a f i v e - l i g h t transom. Window and door 
moldings on the b u i l d i n g are very simple. Windows throughout 
the b u i l d i n g are very wide sash-type w i t h s i x - o v e r - s i x l i g h t s . 
The school b u i l d i n g i s covered w i t h a low hipped-roof. 

B u i l t around 18'76 the S/^nai Hebrew Synagogue i s a two-story 
b u i l d i n g i n the t r a n s i t i o n a l period between the l a t e Greek 
Revival and the V i c t o r i a n s t y l e s . The t a l l , simple rectangular 
s t r u c t u r e has a gabled-roof w i t h a pedimented gable end on the 
south e l e v a t i o n . The n o r t h e l e v a t i o n o f the s t r u c t u r e abutts 
St. Mary's School. A f i n e Greek Revival en t a b l a t u r e tops the 
b u i l d i n g w i t h a box cor n i c e , crown and bed molds, and a d i v i s i o n 
between the a r c h i t r a v e and the f r i e z e . The same composition i s 
used i n the pedimented gable. A small gabled p r o j e c t i o n on the 
east e l e v a t i o n housed the sacred objects connected w i t h the syna­
gogue. Two t a l l rounded head windows on both the east and south 
e l e v a t i o n l i g h t the i n t e r i o r of the s t r u c t u r e . A very elaborate 
doorway on the west e l e v a t i o n i s the main entrance t o the syna­
gogue. The doorway has double, French-type paneled doors, which 
are recessed. Beveled i n s e t panels a t the jamb and head of the 
doorway form the recess. The e x t e r i o r of the doorway has a 
simple facia=board molding. There are three small, six-over-
s i x l i g h t , windows on the second f l o o r of the west e l e v a t i o n . 
The i n t e r i o r of the synagogue has a f i n e balcony supported by 
columns and reached by an e x t e r i o r stairway. The a l t a r and 
surrounding woodwork e x h i b i t s a h i g h l e v e l of craftsmanship. 
The e x t e r i o r w a l l f i n i s h o f the two-part s t r u c t u r e i s c l a p -
boarding. 

m 
m 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD fcheclt One or More as Appropriate) 

P r e - C o l u m b i a n Q 1 6 t h C e n t u r y Q 

1 5 t h C e n t u r y • 1 7 t h C e n t u r y • 

1 8 t h C e n t u r y • 

1 9 t h C e n t u r y 

2 0 t h C e n t u r y • 

S P E C I F I C D A T E I S ) ( I f A p p l i c a b l e a n d K n o w n ) t l 4 L « > 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor ig ina l Educa t i on r ] P o l i t i c a l • Urban P l a n n i n g • 
Prehi s t o r i c n E ngi neer ing n R e l i g i o n / P h i ­ Other (Specify) • 
Hi s to r i c n I ndus t ry n l osophy n 

A g r i c u l t u r e • 1 n v e n t i o n • Sc ience n 
Art D Landscape Scu lp tu re • 
Commerce • Arch I tec ture S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

Commun ica t i ons • L i te ra ture • i t a r i a n I ' 
C o n s e r v a t i o n • Mi 1 i ta ry • Thea te r • 

Mus ic • T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

IJ1 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.) 

During the days when Je f f e r s o n was a n a t i o n a l center 
of passenger and commercial r i v e r t r a f f i c , both the 
Jewish and Cathol i c f a i t h s were s t r o n g l y represented 
i n the town. Many of the members of the two r e l i g i o n s 
were from the New Orleans area. 

A f t e r J e f f e r s o n l o s t i t s cosmopolitan p o r t popu­
l a t i o n , the Jewish Synagogue and Catholic School b u i l d i n g s 
were sold. For a w h i l e they were used as a residence. 
Now the Jessie A l l e n Wise Garden Club owns and maintains 
the b u i l d i n g as a playhouse. The program o f t e n depicts 
scenes from the h i s t o r y o f J e f f e r s o n . 

I n 1965 i t was designated a h i s t o r i c landmark by the 
Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee. 

V.-" j b O S I'.- / . "-.'J '.<oc s 7 r i - • .'r.- :-. 



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Dean, Winnie Mims. J e f f e r s o n : Queen o f the Cypress 
Dallas: Mathis, Van Nort & Co., 1953. 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

) •: 
0 
R 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

, _: . . J •;. , ^O.F L E i S S T H A N O N S A C R E "M'.-

C O R N E R L A T I T U D E L O N G I T U D E L A T I J J j p S ^ " ^ 1 ^ L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds Degrees M inu tes Seconds Degrees Mjr j^ tCs Seconds Degrees Minu tes Seconds 

NW 

: f NE 
o • • 
O * If 

o » m 94 ° 20 • 49 • 32 ° 45 ' 26" 

SE O f It O f m 

SW O 1 m O 1 m 

L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

C O U N T Y 

C O U N T Y : 

C O U N T Y : 

OCT 1 J969 

n . FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T l T L E : 

Wayne B e l l , P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r (GH,JF,DC,JM) 
ORGANI ZA Tl ON 

Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee 
D A T E 

,8-18-69 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

108 West 15th S t r ee t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAi lON 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. /l"he recommended 

level of significance of this nomii<ation-ft: 

National V7] State 0 / t .oak \ n 

Name 

Ti t le 

Bate 

State L i a i s o n O f f i c e r 

September 25, 1969 

S T A T E 

Texas 42 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

NationalRegister. • • . 1 . - . / .•• i 

Chief, Office of Archeology and HistfrTTrSfeservation 

. OCT 28.10^0'.. 
Date 

ATTEST: 

3r of Th&National RegisteTr 

Date 

Keepe 

OCT 2 8 1969 

Co 

m 
m 

z 

H 

TO 

CZ 

n 



7(ooo^5G 
WASO Form -177 
( "R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

• resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
• appeal 

N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 
E V A L U A T I O N / R E T U R N S H E E T 

Substantive Review/: CZI sample request • appeal 

W o r k i n g N o . 

Fed . Reg. D a t e : \ ( ' \ - ^ ^ 

Da te D u e : 

Action: .ACCEPT_ 
.RETURN. 
.REJECT_ 

Federal Agency: 

CD NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
im completeness 
• clarity 
• alterations/integrity 
• dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Q summary paragraph 
n completeness 

clarity 
d l applicable criteria 
0 justification of areas checked 
O relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CU relationship of integrity to significance 
im justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CI] Maps 
CD Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to. 

SigppH Date Phone: 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 



^\ Texas State Historical Survey Committee 
Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711 

Trueff Latimer 

Executive Director 

1^ 

March 26, 1970 

Mr. Al Chambers, H i s t o r i a n 
National Parks Service 
801 19th St r e e t , N. W. 
//ashington, D. C. 20006 

Dear A l : 

Thanks f o r your c a l l t h i s morning. I n answer t o your questions, 
the Bremond Block acerage was f i g u r e d at 5.1 acres. Why i t was 
l e f t o f f the nomination form I cannot say. 

The s p e l l i n g on the J e f f e r s o n Play House should be Si n a i r a t h e r 
than Senai as i t appears on page two, f i r s t l i n e second paragraph, 

The date on the Cass G i l b e r t designed Barker Texas H i s t o r y Center 
on The U n i v e r s i t y of Texas campus i s 1913, so i t w i l l s l i p under 
on age. 

Hope t o have many of the s t a t e s i t e s t o you soon. 

Best regards. 

Sincerely, 

M. v^ayne B e l l , AIA 
R e s t o r a t i o n A r c h i t e c t 

MWB/sb 

STATE AGENCY FOR HISTORICAL RECORDATION, APPRECIATION, MARKING, PRESERVATION, AND SURVEYS (RAMPS) 



«—s # 

NATIONAL REGISTER PROPERTY - TEXAS 048 

Jefferson Playhouse, Senai Hebrew Synagogue, St, Mary's 
Catholic School - Marion County - 315 

Geographical data. Item 10, Form 10-300 i s given.as: 

Latitude 94° 20" 49" Longitude 32° 45' 26" 

Please CHANGE this to correctly read: 

Latitude 32° 45' 26" Longitude 94° 20' 49" 

A new, correctly marked map i s being enclosed. Please DESTROY 
the old map and replace i t with this one. Thank you. 

r". -



• • • . . I . . . * 

Texas Sfafe Historical Survey Committee 
Box 12276, Capitol Station. Austin, Texas 78711 

,/ Truttt Lollmer 

CittirtlYt Ointtor 

Dr. Robert J. Mullen 
Chief, Bureau of Registration 

' ,̂  National Register 
001 19th Street, N. W. 

\ Waoh.lngton, D. C. 20006 

Dear Dob: 

.... • 
; ̂ x.:xx.'':. hy^-X 

. iX- -X-;'X-i 

1̂  • • • January 4, 1972 
. • i:' v.ri '̂:. !,,',,.:.•;./;: • 

: •" hn':X / 
,1 .-. 

fx 

Under separate cover we are forwarding corrections f o r 
the National Register submissions which were rechecked here 
i n our o f f i c e and found to be i n error.- I t r u s t t h a t t h i s 
means of correction w i l l not confuse the issue. 

• 
.1J 

There may possibly s t i l l be errors but to date these are the 
only ones we have discovered. I f you w i l l notify us of any 
errors of which you are aware we w i l l be glad to treat the 
submissions similarly. 

Sincerely, 

Truett Latlmor 
State Liaison Officer 

TL/MWB/pbs 

By: 

(, Wayne B e l l , AIA 
project Director X-'i: 

• 















'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

h NAME 

Texas 
C O U N T Y 

Marion 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

:oMMON: Jefferson Playhouse 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : Signal Hebrew Synagogue^ S t . Mary 's C a t h o l i c -School 

2. L O C A T I O N 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

NW corner o f Market and Henderson S t ree t s 
3 ^ 

a: 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

. J e f f e r s o n 'J \ 
J \ ^ 

T e x a s 4 2 

C O U N T Y : 

Ma r i o n V A ^ ^ o \ s t t l S ~ 

XL. 
315 I 

3. MAP R E F E R E N C E 

Uni ted States Department o f the I n t e r i o r Geolocriciral Survey 
UJ 

LU 

SCALE: 1 : 2 4 0 0 0 

DATE: 1 9 6 2 

4 . REQUIREMENTS 

TO BEmcLUDEDON AULMAPs S t a t e o f T o x a s Ma? R e f e r e n c e # 3 2 9 4 - 4 3 1 
1. Property broundories where requi red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longi tude reference. 

J e f f e r s o n Quadrangle 



Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

Z ( l . N A M E 

S T A T E 

TEXAS 
C O U N T Y 

M a r i o n 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

C O M M O N : J e f f e r s o n P layhouse 
AND/OR HISTORIC: Senai Hcbrew Synoagogue; St. Mary's Cathoixc ScTTooTT 

2. LOCATtON ' 

U 

= • 
•z. 

m 
LU 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Northwest corner of Market and Henderson s t r e e t s 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

J e f f e r s o n 
S T A T E : 

Texas 048 
C O U N T Y : 

M a r i o n 
3. MAP R E F E R E N C E 

CODE 

3 X 5 -

S O U R C E : 

United States Department of the Interior Q,&o\o<:ii.c^^^kX^^! X^ 
SCALE: 1 ; 2 4 0 0 0 

DATE: 1 9 5 7 , 1 9 6 2 
4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1 . Property broundories where requi red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 

Texas Map Reference #3 
Jef f e r s o n , Texas 

CO/ 





1-! 

to 

u 
n 
to 

r-l 

Hon. Ralph 'Wcbfltfsr yAsboroutili 
L^i t i id 5tftt«s S3rt?iitc 
v^achin^^tan, D»c» 

Dear JSoaatoxr Yfixborought 

ara pleased to iiiforis yoa tiiat tho feiatoric proportiss 

l i s t ed on the enclosure ha^^beca noainsited by the o f f i c e r 

appointed by the Govoriior f o r th«r iaplcKcatation of tho 

National lUetorlc Pr^-servation Proosa"^ i n Texas and 

b ^ a caterc^H into th-2 "liatlonaX fJcglstar of l i i s to r i c 

Places Sf.nator Jolin Towes and Keprcscntativos Krit*it 

Patnan and Jack Brool^s iiavc also been provid-od with this 

inforRation. A Icsaflat essplaining tiK? National P.oyistef 

SincereXy yours> 

Esno»t AIX<:n Contially 
Chief, Off ica 6f Arch^oJosy 

6n<3 Hi atoxic Pr<sGf>rvatiC'a 

cc; 
Mr. Truett Latinjar, Executive Director, Texas State Historical 
Survey Ccnnittee, 108 West 15th Street, Austin, Texas 7C701 

Duplicate copies sent to: 
Hon. Jolm Tov;er Hon. V.'rigUt Patnan Hon. Jack Brooks 
United States Senate House of PcprGsentativesHouso of Representatives 
iv'ashington, D.C, Washington, D.C, Washington, D.C, 

Begional Director, Southwest Rerilon 



IN REPLY R E r E R T O : 

H30-HR 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
eol 19TH STREET, N. VJ. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20008 

Properties added to the National Register of Hi s t o r i c Places  

TEXAS 

Alley-Carlson House (Marion County) 

Epperson-McNutt House (Marion County) 

\/Je fferson Playhouse (Marion County) 

Old United States Post Office and Courts Building (Marion County) 

Excelsior Hotel (Miarion County) 

The Presbytericin I-̂ anse (Marion County) 

George Sealy House (Galveston County) 

Old Red (Galveston County) 

El Mina Shrine Temple (Galveston County) 


