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The Heritage Society of Austin, Inc. 3
STREET AND NUMBER: i
3112 West Avenue
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE
Austin Texas 42
3AL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: a
0
Travis County Court House <
STREET AND NUMBER: :
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Texas
TITLE OF SURVEY.; \/\"2, e %‘
None //<>V Ly 2|
<10
DATE OF SURVEY: \X‘@x Fede(al A\ [[] State [] County [ Local 21 =
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORD & Q"\\“‘ ) clz
l PR 5 62 3
3 1 gle
STREET AND NUMBER ’_'4 m
o
2z
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE Z
o)
»
4
m




(Check One)
Excellent [[] Good [ Fair [C] Deteriorated [C] Ruins [[] Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)
[[] Altered K] Unaltered [] Moved v} Origiral Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The 0ld Bakery Building, built in 1876, is a small two
story commercial building with a btrick and limestone front
and brick and rubble sides. It is sdituated at the head of
Congress Avenue close to the capitol. The brick is a tan color
and the limestone trim in the voussoirs, moldings, keystones
and bands is a grey white. The three first floor openings
have segmental arches.. The second story door and windows are
round arched with somewhat gothic molding strips above the
voussoirs. A brick gable has a stepped brick design under
the eaves and the top is crowned with a handsome stone eagle
with outstretched wings. A slightly foreign handling of the
proportions probably reflects the first owners' Swedish
background. Originally there was a traditional one story
flat awning where there now is a wrought iron balcony.

The interior walls are painted brick and there is a pressed
tin ceiling. An o0ld oven remains. The first floor is divided
into two rooms, the back room raised a half flight of stairs
because the lot slopes sharply down to the street. The second.
story once was living quarters. A storeroom remains at the

rear of the building.
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Abor iginal 1 Education [0 Political L] Urban Planning
[] Prehistoric [C] Engineering [] Religion/Phi- Other (Specify)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

" In 1876 Charles Iundberg built what is now called the 0ld
Bakery Building. According to the March 26, 1876 edition of
the Austin Statesman the building was as noteworthythen as it
is today. The paper described how "a large (stone) eagle,
with outstretched wings, and carved out of solid stone by
that excellent mechanic, Mr. John Didelot, was yesterday
elevated to the top of Mr. Lundberg's bakery building, at
the head of the Avenue. Mr. L. is sparing no pains or expense
in fitting up the most tasty and attractive bakery and confec-
tionery in the South." Charles Lundberg came to the United
States from Sweden in 1863 and in 1872 he moved to Austin where
he became a journeyman in the bakery business. A year or two
later he bought out his employer. "From that day,' according
to Lundberg's obituary, 'he conducted the largest and most
successful bakery in Austin." When he died in 1895, his widow
sold the business to Henry Maerki, a Swiss National, and a
partner. By 1898 Maerki was the sole owner of the bakery where
he and his wife Lillie made their home. In 1906, before taking
his family back to his fatherland, Maerki sold the business
to George Siglhofer ,whose name appears in the cement sidewalk
in front of the building.

For sixty years the little building housed a succession
of independent bakers who supplied fresh bread and cakes to
Austinites as well as for visitors on their way to the cap-
itol. Specialties of the Lundberg Bakery were: five inch
long ladyfingers, almond meal macaroons, glazed kisses, and
Sally bread. From 1883 to 1899 the temporary State Capitol
at Eleventh and Congress was located next to the bakery.
Although various business interests occupied the 0l1d Bakery
Building after 1937, it was used last as a nightclub. Until
1962 it was vacant and deteriorating; at that time the Heri-
tage Society of Austin bought and restored it along with the
aid of the Junior League of Austin. The Heritage Society Guild
directed restoration of the building which they opened to the
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NAME AND TITLE:

M. Wayne Bell, Project Director
Larry J. Kennedy, Historian

ORGANIZATION DATE

Texas State Historical Survey. Committee . 11/18/'69
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t,

| L4
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

Austin : Texas : 42
SGNQFF}CER CERTIFICAION 0 NATIONAL REG*STER VER!FI ATlON S

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been 5 l

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set %M /VZf
s P A, o (gaally,

i 1 ice. Th d
S5 Ty Hhe (atiogal Eele AUt ips N Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Pfserva

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

level of significance of this nomination is:

National [] State [] Local DEC ‘1369

Date
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Keeper of Th Nattonal gistdr
e

Date November 18, 1969 Date
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public in January, 1965 as a tourist information center, museum,
curio shop and snack bar.

The Texas State Historical Survey Committee designated the
0ld Bakery Building as a Texas Historic Landmark in 1966, but
today the Texas Highway Department threatens its existence with
plans for a new office building on the site.
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NATIONAL REGISTER PROPERTY - TEXAS 048

The 0ld Bakery (Lundberg Bakery), Travis County - 453

Geographical data, Item 10, Form 10-300 is given' as:’

Latitude 97° 44' 27" Longitude 30° 16" 20"

Please CHANGE this to correctly read:

A S .
Latitude 30 1l6' 20" ‘ Longitude 97° 44' 27"

A new, correctly marked map is being enclosed; Please DESTROY
the old map and replace it with this one. Thank you. :
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-, Lundberg Bakery
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The 0ld Bakery
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CITY, TOWN Austin —__VICINITY OF STATE Texas COUNTY Travis

] PHOTO REFERENCE
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NEGATIVE FILED AT X ] 1 .
Texas Historical Commission

P} IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO.
Northeast oblique of east (main) facade showing the park and
landscaping around the Bakery. 1In the background at the right
is the Governor's Mansion (NR & NHL). 92078920454
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1. Property broundaries where required. State of Texas Map Reference #3097_242

2. North arrow. Austin East, Texas Quadrangle
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PROPERTY TX, Travis Co. IbLQh_El.llnﬂ ) Date:0ct 20,1975

National Register property descriptions are being rewritten for entry
in the cumulative 1976 National Register publication. In order to
make certain that write-ups ar2 correct, please provide the information

indicated below wifiin 10O uﬂxﬁ,“ The material should be forwarded
directly tc the Branch of Publicaticns, National Register. Aﬂn: Hcd(cy Lll.h.

% Please let us know if additlonal time is neceded. =7 R0A -523-548(
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TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
P. 0. BOX 12276 CAPITOL STATION AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711

TRUETT LATIMER
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

October 28, 1975

Mickey Lutz

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

18th and C Streets, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mickey:

The State Of Texas acquired the 0ld Bakery in February, 1970,

and the Highway Department planned to tear down all the
structures on the block and build a multi-storied office building.
There was such a public outroar, however, that the Legislature
voted in 1973 that there could be no development on the site.

The Bakery was saved, but the adjoining buildings on the south
were razed. In 1974 the vacant lots on either side of the

Bakery were landscaped as a public park. The State still owns
the building and is presently lending it to the Austin
Bicentennial Commission as their headquarters.

Enclosed is a copy of the 1969 National Register form. I will
send you copies of the old photographs as soon as they are

processed. In addition, we will send you new pictures showing
the present condition of the building in relation to the park.

If we can be of further assistance, please let us know.
Sincerely,

Marie D. Landon
Historian

MDL/s
Enclosure



TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
P. 0. BOX 12276 CAPITOL STATION AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711

TRUETT LATIMER
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

December 8, 1975

Mickey Lutz

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

18th and C Streets, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Ms. Lutz:

Enclosed are the photographs of the Lundberg Bakery that you
requested. I have sent two photographs taken in 1969 that
were sent with the original nomination, as well as two current
photographs.

If you need any other information, please let me know.
Sincerely,
Marie D. Landn
Historian, National Register

Programs for Texas

MDL/s
Enclosures



