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2. LOCATION 
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Jessie A l l e n Wise Garden Club 
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C I T Y O R T O W N : 

J e f f e r s o n 
S T A T E : 

Texas 42 
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Marion County Courthouse 
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6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
E x c e l l e n t • Good 1 ^ Fa i • 

( C h e c k One) 

De te r i o ra ted Q Ru ins Unexposed [ 

I N T E G R I T Y 
( C h e c k One) 

A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d ^ 

( C h e c k One) 

Moved • O r i g i n a l S i te ^ 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

I t i s b e l i e v e d t h a t t h i s one-story frame, c e n t r a l h a l l 
plan house was constructed i n two p a r t s . The o r i g i n a l p o r t i o n , 
b u i l t i n 1839, now forms the east h a l f o f the e x i s t i n g s t r u c t u r e 
This wing has two la r g e chambers, a c e n t r a l entrance h a l l , and 
a c e n t r a l chimney. The t e t r a - s t y l e p o r t i c o covering the en­
trance has square columns w i t h molded c a p i t a l s . The p o r t i c o ' s 
e n t a b l a t u r e , i n c l u d i n g a r c h i t r a v e , f r i e z e , and box cornice 
w i t h crown and bed molds, i s c a r r i e d around the whole b u i l d i n g 
on a l l e l e v a t i o n s . The e x t e r i o r w a l l f i n i s h f o r both sections 
of the Manse i s clapboarding w i t h f l u s h boarding under the 
p o r t i c o . The west facade has a very f i n e Greek Revival door­
way w i t h double, French-type paneled doors, a transom above 
and a pedimented, molded frame over the door w i t h a dog-ear 
d e t a i l a t the i n t e r s e c t i o n o f the jambs and head. A wide 
f a c i a board which covers the jambs has a molded edge and 
f l a i r s a t the base. Windows throughout the house are six-over-
s i x l i g h t , double-hung, sash-type w i t h a simple molding and 
s h u t t e r s . At some date a f t e r the o r i g i n a l p o r t i o n o f the house 
was b u i l t , the south e l e v a t i o n became the p r i n c i p a l facade. 
A c e n t r a l h a l l j o i n e d a two-room adddL t i o n which balances the 
o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g i n s i z e . The h a l l appears t o have extended 
the depth o f the south e l e v a t i o n chambers c r e a t i n g a U-shaped 
plan w i t h an open area between the rear two chambers. This 
was f i l l e d - i n a t a l a t e r date. The rear doorway was moved t o 
the end w a l l o f the b u i l d i n g , c r e a t i n g a back h a l l (the present 
d i n i n g room). W i t h i n the l a s t decade a b r i c k - f l o o r e d porch 
has been added "tfo the n o r t h e l e v a t i o n . This veranda extends 
the w i d t h of the s t r u c t u r e . The south doorway—now the p r i n c i ­
p a l e n t r a n c e — i s covered by a t e t r a s t y l e p o r t i c o w i t h f o u r , 
f i n e f l u t e d Doric columns w i t h c a p i t a l s and no bases. The en­
t a b l a t u r e on t h i s p o r t i c o i s the same as t h a t on the west 
p o r t i c o . The south doorway, which i s unusually wide, has 
t h r e e - l i g h t side windows and a t e n - l i g h t transom which extends 
over the double doors and s i d e l i g h t s . The doors are double, 
French-type. The present doors, which do not appear t o be 
o r i g i n a l , have a paneled base and a large glazed panel above. 
The doorway molding has very elaborate carving w i t h jamb 
p i l a s t e r s embellished w i t h a Greek Key m o t i f a t the top and 
bottom. A sun b u r s t c a r v i n g i n the center of the head i s 
flanked by r a i s e d pyramidal panels and roundal carvings a t 
the i n t e r s e c t i o n of the jambs and head. The southwest chamber 

also has f i n e l y carved wood work s i m i l a r t o the south doorway. 
The house i s covered w i t h a low U-shaped hipped r o o f . The 
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p o r t i c o r o o f s are hipped also. The back h a l l (present d i n i n g 
room) has a shed-type r o o f . The Manse, which i s i n an e x c e l l e n t 
s t a t e o f r e p a i r , probably has some o f the f i n e s t Greek Revival 
woodwork, p a r t i c u l a r l y the south p o r t i c o and doorway, t o be 
found i n the Je f f e r s o n area. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.) 

The Old Presbyterian Manse i s considered t o be the 
o l d e s t home s t i l l i n t a c t i n J e f f e r s o n , Texas. I t was 
b u i l t by General James Harrison Rogers, a prominent 
lawyer i n the town. Rogers made h i s law l i b r a r y 
availabe to East Texas lawyers and students who read 
law i n h i s o f f i c e . 

I n 1903 the Rogers House was bought by the ^ 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church t o be used as the manse 
The residence served i n t h a t capacity f o r a h a l f -
century. Now i t i s owned, f u r n i s h e d , and maintained 
by the Jessie A l l e n Wise Garden Club. I t i s used as a 
museum and the headquarters f o r the Annual H i s t o r i c a l 
Pilgrimage. During the Pilgrimage the h i s t o r i c homes 
of J e f f e r s o n are open t o the p u b l i c pius other f e s t i v i t i e s 
are staged. The Manse has been awarded a plaque by the 
Department of I n t e r i o r f o r having superior a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
i n t e r e s t . I n 1966 the Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee 
designated the Manse as a h i s t o r i c landmark. 
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NATIONAL REGISTER PROPERTY - TEXAS 048 

The Presbyterian Manse, Marion County - 315 

Geographical data. Item 10, Form 10-300 i s given.as: 

Latitude 94° 21' 04" Longitude 32 45' 27" 

Please CHANGE t h i s t o c o r r e c t l y read 

Latitude 32° 45' 27" Longitude 94o 21' 04" 

A new, c o r r e c t l y marked map i s being enclosed. Please DESTROY 
the old map and replace i t w i t h t h i s one. Thank you. 

• X- X <••. ..^ • 

/ 



Texas State Historical Survey Committee 
Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711 
Truett Latimer 
Eietufire Director 

January 4, 1972 

Dr. Robert J, Mullen 
Chief, Bureau of Registration 
National Register 
801 19th Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Dear Bob: 

Under separate cover we are forwarding corrections f o r 
the National Register submissions which were rechecked here 
i n our o f f i c e and found to be i n error.- I t r u s t that t h i s 
means of correction w i l l not confuse the issue. 

There may possibly s t i l l be errors but to date these are the 
only ones we have discovered. I f you w i l l n o t i f y us of any 
errors of which you are aware we w i l l be glad to t r e a t the 
submissions s i m i l a r l y . 

Sincerely, 

Truett Latimer 
State Liaison O f f i c e r 

By: 

r. Wayne l ^ e l l , AIA 
project Director 
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Hoa. Ralph Webster V&yfcorowfib 
United State?? Senate 
V/ashin^ion, D»c* 

Do&r Senator Yarborowght 

fero pleased to i i j f o r a yoa tiiat tho h is tor ic prop^rti^c 

JiststS on the enclosure hairbec-a nosinsitad by the o f f i c e r 

appointed by th« Governor f o r th« isisi.^ltsscxjtation of the 

National illstcric t^riss^rvation Proo*a?a in X&Kaa l\&p^ 

b^m cnteriKil in to th^ ^'latiotial Kegister of Historic 

Place© Senator Jolin tower and UQptisn^at?).tivm Wright 

Patmsn and Jack Brooks lt&v& also been provid^jt*. with this 

inforr ja t ion. A 3.<saflet escpiainimj th<; f 'ational l?&^^istcr 

i s «n«lossd« 

Sincerely yours, 
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Emcst Allon Connolly 

Brnosst Allen Ccnn&X2y 
Chief, Off ica c f f\£ch^locjy 

jjrtd Rl&toric Preservation 
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cc: 
Mr. Truett Laticer, Executive Director, Texas State Historical 
Survey Conmittee, 108 tJest 15th Street, Austin, Texas 72701 

Duplicate copies sent to: 
Hon. Jolm Tov?cr Hon. V7rlght Patraan Hon. Jack Brooks 
United States Senate House of RcpresentativesHouso of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. Washington, D.C. Washington, D.C. 

Begional Director, Southwest Region 
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