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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The major Academy builldings erected during the nineteenth century
remain today to form an ecclesiastical architecture unique to Texas. These
buildings range in architectural style from the plain but handsome proportiog
of the first Academy bulldings erected in 1851 to the Priest's house erected
in 1882 which is one of the best examples of late Gothiec Revival architec-
ture.

Pk The first Academy bullding is a single rectangle, two stories high
with roofed two-story porches on bhoth north and south elevations. It is
the largest known building in Texas constructed of "rammed earth” or

pise de terre and one of the few known true pise buildings in the state

and possibly in the United States. Whether the building may be considered
a work of "French" architecture is conjectural. It was erected by a French
Bishop for French Ursulines by a French architect and was built in a French
method of construction. Its plainess of style, however, makes it diffi-
cult to assess this building as showing significant 01ld World influence.

This building is unigue in Texas because of the nature of its construc-
tion. Its walls are composed of caliche, a caleium carbomate natural for-
mation that abounds in the central and west Texas area, and although build-
ings of this type were more numerous in the mid-nineteenth century, this
is the only known example of such large size that remains.

Adjoined on hoth east and west ends with later additions the first
Academy building faces onto a large yard enclosed by a high stome wall on *
the south. A narrow courtyard is formed on the north side by the 186T7-T0
dormitory building. The Academy building is one of a total of eight that
meke up the old Ursuline complex.

2) The Academy building addition was the first expansion of the Academy
since its founding in 1351.and is evidence of the growth and immediate
success that this institution achieved. It is a two-story rectangular
structure with a hipped roof, a two-story gallery across the south and
east facades, and a small one-gstory ell on the east facade &t the north-
east corner. At one time it housed a "small chapel, dormitéries and refec-
tories for the hoarders and Sisters."

3) The Academy Chapel forms a significant part of the Ursuline community
buildings and is one of the more stylistically noteworthy of the group.
Erected during the same period (1867-1870) as the Dormitory building which
adjoins it on the north, the chapel ig an example of local stone construec-
tion in the Gothic Revival style.

4)  The Dormitory building was begun in 1866 and the cornerstone was laid
and blessed by Bishop Dubuis on September 1k, 1866. The building, with its
log axis east to west and its principal facade facing north, is rectangi=
lar with the exception of an angled facade on the west which follows the
line of Augusta street. It is a two-story masonry building with hipped
roof, dormer windows, and a two-story gallery across the north facade. The
central feature of this building is the square vlock-tower centered on the
ridge which has heavy wood framing and narrow weather board extension. The
chock mechanism, believed to be imported from France, was manufactured for
only the south, east, and west faces.

5) The eastermmostibuildimg of the Ursuline complex, separated from St.
Maxy's street by a high stome wall and gravel drive, was designed as a
residence but was ugéd for a workshop. Thig rectangular, two-story build-
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ing was egected in 1872 with masonry walk, and a gabled, metal-clad roof.
It has a one-story gallery on its north facade and has two chimmeys: one
centered on the ridge and one on the east end, south slope. The building
faces north, with its long axis east to west.

6) Another building, originally erected in the 1850's, underwent a major
repovation in 1910 which then transformed it into a laundry building. L 'The
house is one and a half stories high, nearly square In ghape except for

the west wall which is out of square, making the southwest corner acute and
the northwest corner sblique. Allong, narrow, one-story ell adjoins at the
southwest corner ahdlextends eastward. With its low sloping gabled roof
with two small windows in the gable, the emdt or north facade 1s a charac-
teristde European type found in Texas. A one~story porch extends across
the east and north facades. The laundry building, which is located at the
southwest corner of the complex, ‘faces west with thellong ell running east
to west.

7) The Priest's House, built in 1882, 1s a two-story rectangular struc-
ture with a gabled roof. It has an ell projecting to the west from the
southwest corner and a gallery across the east facade. The Priest's

House forms:thevseuthwest cofner-of the!Ursulinéscomplex.

8) The razed classroom addition is commected to the Dormitory Addition by
a pointed arcade.

n
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

With the end of official Mexicean control in 1836, the Catholic
Church in Texas entered a period of deciine that was recognized as ser-
ious by Pope Gregory XVI in 1839. The Reverend John Mary 0din of New
Orleans was directed to come to Texas to revitalize the Church in the
new republic. Odin's efforts in the first half of the 1840's were dir-
ected toward such basic things as church establishments and convents, but
by mid-decade Odin was ready to expand the influence of the Church to the
educational field. O0din appealed to the Ursuline Ordér of New Orleans
and with their support he established the Urguline Academy in Galveston
in 1847,

The Ursuline Order was established in Italy in 1535 to educate young
girls and to care for the sick and needy. In 1574 the nuns entered
France. From their convent near Paris (built in 1611) the order spread
to most of Europe and America. The Ursulines also did extensive work in
Canada. In 1727 they established a conwent in New Orleans. During the
French Revolution of 1789 the convents in France were destroyed, restored
by Napoleon in 1808, and suppressed again in 190k.

The Galveston school prospered so well that Odin decided to estab-
lis ther at San Antonio. The sisters arrived in the city on September
1k, ].8&,7 under the leadership of Father Dubuis, the pastor of the Castro-
ville €atholic Church. The land for the San Antonio Urguline Academy had
been purchased in 1848 by Bishop 0din for $1,000 from Ludowdc Colquhoun.
The original owner had been Erasmo Seguin, a prominent Texan in the
early higtory of the state. When the Ursuline Sisters arrived at their
new home, they found that the only building there was inhabited by spiders
and scorpions. The structumre, which had been constructed by Colquhoun
or by Seguin, had bheen allowed to fall into complete disrepair or had
never been completely finished--the windows had no glass or blinds, the
inside was de¥oid of furniture, and the doors and frames needed repair.
The academy building was erected after the sisters came, _but +the Seguin
house was repaired and used as a dormitory for some ti{é’ Tt was &
minor miracle that the sisters were able to open sch *Ehe)ear,'lJ part
of November--six weeks after their arrival. / :‘, i ’P’PF IEL

The first building to be constructed on the p jpertv was. &Dagro- :
story structure composed of caliche in a French typg' coﬂs’brﬁc'*ion knowq
as pise de terre, more commonly called "pise work.' iZJﬁlf{;ﬁﬁoincard a |

French architect living in San Antonio, was skilled ‘work and was
probably commissioned by Bishop Odin as the architec %uﬁider. A,nothe
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Frenchman of Poincard's age, Frances Giraud, was knowledgeable in the same
sort of work and undoubtedly was th builder of all the Ursuline Academy
buildings done after the Civil War. The Reverend Dubuis had a great deal
of influence on the design and construction of the buildings. He was the
architect and builder of the 1853 addition to the academy. .

Both boarding and day students were taught at the girlfsyacademy. The
bearding strudents, of whom there were a limited number, received more exten-
sive religious care than the other girls. The school was an immediate success}
Besides being excellent teachers the Ursuline nuns must have been good busi-
ness managers. During the Civil War they acquired a great deal of Confederat@
money which they had converted into Federal currency in Mexico shortly before
Appomattox. With the money they built a chapel and dormitory, both of which
were finished by 1870. A residential building was added in 1872, in 1882
the Priest's house was completed, and a two-story school building in 1883.

In 1909 an addition was added to the 1883 structire, but the entire building
was recently destroyed by fire. In 1965 the Ursuline Academy moved to a
new siie--leaving behind a most interesting complex of old buildings.

Although the Texas State Historical Survey Committee designated the u
Urpsuline Academy as an historic landmark, sections of it are in danger of
being destroyed by a provate estate which owns part of the property. The
San Antonion Conservation Society acquired the main portion of the Academy

in 1965.
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Side facade of first Academy building addition also showing
portico and Dormitory which extend to the north--east elevation
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Rock wall between Academy complex and S8an Antonio River--
northwest elevation
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Front facade of Academy complex showing vestibule entrance
to the chapel in the center and on toward the north end and
Priest's House on southcend--west elevation.
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Front and side facade of Dormitory Building--north elevation
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elevation




ritle: M/LQLLQM/LQ C jé(‘ CL(Q@ (4%
[

e 500 Guuceaddo
S(?vﬂ a/yai?:;c«o 7@)4'

T

——

i
5/
[

-.z
R

R—




INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR SHATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Texas
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES | <°™""" %(%
Bexar
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

¢S l2,0).

(Type all entries - attach to or enclase with photograph)

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

300 Augusta

CITY OR TOWN:
San Antonio

STATE: CODE |COUNTY:
Texas

Bexar

PHOTO CREDIT: Texas State Historical Survey Committee

DATE OF PHOTO: October 9, 1969

NEGATIVE FILED AT:Texas State Historical Survey Committee

108 W, 15th Street, Austin —Texas 78711

BDIESCGRIEBIERVAIEWIS DT FIECRHIIOINSESTRCH

View through portion which connects the Academy addition
on the south to the Dormitory Building on the north--
cast elevation
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DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Burned out Dormitory addition--north elevation
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR SUAE “ﬂ; { D

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Texag
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES SRR
Bexar
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

649 [[ 42 00 1127169

common: Urguline Academy

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

300 Augusta

CITY OR TOWN:

San Antonio

STATE: CODE [COUNTY:

Texas

PHoTo crepiT:  Texasg State Historical Survey Committee

baTE oF pHoTo: October 9, 1969

NEcaTIVE FILED AT: Texasg State Historical Survey Committee

108 W. 15th Street, Austin, Texas T871L

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Front facade of workshop--northwest elevation
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STAUE - H#
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Texas ”
COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Besths
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ol i
_ b4 '/, 4 . //ZZK/b‘/

COMMON:: Ursuline Academy

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER: /

300 Augusta P ‘.;-)o% B\
CITY OR TOWN: [ ™ i

San Antonio 1\’?;“_\ Qu* O o
STATE: GODE [COUNTY: V\// W \:‘("‘:J v |/ edbe

Texas a2 Bexar \¢ Q- 029

PHOTO CREDIT: Texas State Historical Survev Committee

DATE OF PHOTO: October 9, 1969

necaTive FiLeD AT: Texas State Historiecal Survey Committee

108 W, 15th Street, Augtin, Texas 78711

PESTCRIBE WAIEW, S DIRIEC TION, TESICH

Close-up of vestibule entrance to the chapel--west
elevation
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SEE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR SHEIE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Texas

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES S P
Bexar

£

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

(Type all entries - attach to or enclase with photograph)

¢ 42000

COMMON:

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

300 Augusta

CITY OR TOWN:
San Antonio

STATE: CODE |COUNTY:
Texas 42

PHOTO CREDIT Texas State Historical Survey Committee

paTE oF pHoTo:  Qecthober 9, 1969

necaTive FILED AT: Texag State Historical Survey Committee

108 W. 15th Street

Austin, Texas 76711

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC..“
Front facade of the firgt Academy buililding--southeast
elevation
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NATIONAL REGISTER PROPERTY - TEXAS 048

Ursuline Academy, Bexar County - 029

Geographical data, Item 10, Form 10-300 is given as:
Latitude 98° 29' 29"

Longitude 29° 25' 51"
Please CHANGE this to correctly read:
Latitude: 29° 25' 51" Longitude 98° 29' 29"

A new, correctly marked map is being enclosed.
the old map and replace it with this one.

Thank you.
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE TEXAS

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES i
Bexar

PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) = AP L T sl
w
gl 9-4-92-poro [177257
o RGRe: Ursuline Academy e
P— AND/OR HISTORIC:
-
STREET AND NUM BER:

oo 300 Augusta
= CITY OR TOWN:
o Sen Antonio
- ‘ STATE: copE [COUNTY: CODE
o Texas 048 Bexar.
=z SOURCE: \)-Rt , j\/\
= United States Department of the Interior Geological/ y‘gﬁm i
w scaLe: 1224000 / V‘? NCLEIV A
w lpate: 1952, 1953. Revised 1966, 1967 =~ L2727 1912
o TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS NAT‘ONA‘

1. Property broundaries where required. REGIST

O reh Texas Map Referenc 998-133

3. Latitude and longitude reference. San Antonio east, T & }>
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
801 19TH STREET, N. W.
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006

IN REPLY REFER TO:

H3L4=HR pryt oK 10RQ

Pi'operties added to the National Register of Historic Places

TEXAS

Freeman Plantation (Marion County)
French Legetion (Travis County)
Driskill Hotel (Travis County)

l Ursuline Academy (Bexar County)



eppointed by the Governor for the implementation of the
Notional Historic Preservation Program in Texss and has
been entered into the "Netional Register of Historic Flaces."
Senator Jobn G. Tower and the appropriate Representatives
have also been provided with this infowmation. A leaflet
explaining the Natiomal Reglster is enclosed.

Sincerely yowrs,

Chief, Office of Archeclogy
nlfnuum



> SRIN

HENRY B. GONZALEZ o . STAFF:
2071H DiIsTRICT, TEXAS GAIL J. BEAGLE
gt e, .
116 CAnNoON OFFICE BUILDING 14 HORTENCE G. MENA
Wasinaron, D.C. 20515 Conaress of the Anited States BoNNIE . cUNiC
. , RAYMOND I. CANTU
T House of Representatives R, Brno Rooens
COMMITTEE M. BARRERA
S Washington, B.L. 20515 P e
Cous:::::l::nms 203 FEDERAL BUII..DING
INTERNATIONAL FiNANCE December 13, 1969 g | ridaig
ALBER';' G. BU;‘I‘AMANTE
FILE REF.: H3
= '2. 1} B
> ol N
Mr, Ernest Allen Connally, Chief ﬁ)kﬁ "
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation \ 7
801 19th Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20006 e .

Dear Mr, Connally:

I deeply appreciate your courtesy in letting me know that Ursuline
Academy has been nominated for inclusion in the National Historic
Preservation Program.

However, I no longer represent the entire city of San Antonio but
just the heart of it; therefore, Ursuline Academy is no longer a
part of the district which I represent in Congress. I thought
you would like to know for your future information that is is
located in the 21lst Congressional District which is represented by
Congressman O. C. Fisher.

With best wishes to you during this Holiday season, I remain

'S&nce ely yours,




Texas State Historical Survey Committee
Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711

Truett Lotimer
Executive Director

January 4, 1972

Dr. Robert J. Mullen

Chief, Bureau of Registration
National Register

801 19th Street, N. W.
warhington, n. €. 20006

Dear Bob:

Under separate cover we are forwarding corrections for

the National Register submissions which were rechecked here
in our office and found to be in error.- I trust that this
means of correction will not confuse the issue.

There may possibly still be errors but to date these are the
only ones we have discovered. 1If you will notify us of any
errors of which you are aware we will be glad to treat the

submissions similarly.

Sincerely,

Truett Latimer
State Liaison Officer

. Wayne AIA
Project

TL/MWB/pbs



URSULINE CONVENT (48-72-00020-00). San
Antonio, Bexar Co. Private ownership (San
Antonio Conservation Society). A mid-19th
century convent showing French architectural
influence that was one of three Ursuline Con-
vents important in the State’s early history.
Acquisition of'one wing to complete the
Society’s ownership of the main buildings of the
Academy complex. $11,862.00.



i NOTIFICATION OF GRANT-IN-AID ACTION ‘ Do Kot «
1}

Use |

This !
Space

. 1. STATE APPLICATION IDENTIFIER 2. (Reserved for use by State central information reception agency)

3. GRANTOR: a. Federol ogency
Department of the Interior
b. Organizational unit ;4 %
National Park Service
c. Administering office — (1) Nome

Division of Grants

(2) Address — Street or P.O. Box City State Zip Code |
18th and C Streets, NW. Washington 12 o 20240 g
4. FEDERAL AGENCY GRANT IDENTIFIER: o. Code b. Title
48-75-00132-00 Ursuline Academy Development, Phase I

c. Pupose Work will include archeological research followed by interior excavation in
the basement, exterior excavation, structural renovation, and installation of a
drainage system and doorway reinforcements. : =

5. GRANTEE: a. Nome
Texas Mr. Truett Latimer, Exec. Director, Texas State Historical Survey Committee ,
b. Address —Street or P.O. Box City State Zip Code ,
Post Office Box 12276, Capitol Station Austin Texas 78711 §
6. GRANTEE TYPE (Check only the single most applicable box)
o. Stote b. Inter- c. County d. City e. School f. Special g. Community h. Sponsored i. Other
stote district unit action organization
O O O] O O 0 O O
7. APPLICATION RECEIPT DATE 8. ACTION DATE 9. EFFECTIVE STARTING DATE 10. ENDING DATE
Yeor Month Day Yeor Month Day Year Month Doy Yeor Month Doy
75 | 09 | 19 75 | 10 | 29 75 |10 |29 7l e
11. TYPE OF ACTION (Check as many boxes as apply to this action)
a. New b. Continuction c. Supplemental d. Change in existing grant
grant grant i grant
(identify agency in item 16) (1) Increase in  (2) Decrease in (3) Cancellation (4) Increase($) (5) Decrease($)
duration duration :

B O O O U 0 ] O

12. AMOUNT OF CONTRIBUTION
o. Federal—(1) basic .(2) Supplemental b. State c. Local d. Other
s 20,000 $ s 24,970% $ $
13. CATALOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE a. Program Number b. Supplemental Program Number
PROGRAM (if none, clarify in item 16) 15.904
14. AUTHORIZATION
s o. Federol Budget Accounts ]O"S 8"1010_0"0"1"7‘05
b. Public Laws PL Title Sec. PL Title Sec. PL Title Sec.
: 89 665
c. US. Code 16 U.S.C. 470
15. FACILITY LOCATION: (For facility grant actions only)
o Gty 300 Augusta Street, b. County
San Antonio Bexar
16. REMARKS S

*Southwest Craft Center

I STANDARD FORM 240
Prepared by Ralph E. Thomas 523(1339)-5054 ‘ June 1970 Bureau of the

Budget Circular A-98
240-101




