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[NAME 
HISTORIC 

PORTER FARM 

AND/OR COMMON 
Por t e r Farm 

LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Located approximately two miles northwest of T e r r e l l , Texas on farm 
_N0TF0RPUBLICAn0N - E O U t e — i S 6 . 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

T e r r e l l VICINITY OF 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

Texas 48 Kaufman 257 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
_DISTRICT 

_BUILDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 

X_SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 
—PUBLIC 

X.PRIVATE 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
—IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
X_OCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
X_YES: RESTRICTED 

— YES: UNRESTRICTED 

— NO 

PRESENT USE 
^AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL —PARK 

—EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 

—GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

—SCIENnFIC 

—TRANSPORTAnON 

—OTHER: 

QOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

M r . W i l l i a m A . P o r t e r 
STREETS. NUMBER 

Route 4 , Box 26 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

T e r r e l l VICINITY OF Texas 75160 

Q L O C A T I O N OF L E G A L DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC T , „ „ J „ . . „ C n J IT C o . . i . 

R e g i s t r y o f Deeds , Kaufman Coun ty C o u r t h o u s e STREET & NUMBER 

M a i n S t r e e t 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

T p r r p i 1 TpxaR, 7'ilfin 

• R E P R E S E N T A T I O N IN E X I S T I N G S U R V E Y S 
TITLE 

None 
DATE 

—FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



D E S C R I P T I O N 

CONDITION 

X.EXCELLENT 

—GOOD 

— FAIR 

-DETERIORATED 

-RUINS 

-UNEXPOSED 

C H E C K ONE 

—UNALTERED 

X_ALTERED 

C H E C K ONE 

X_ORIGINALSITE 

—MOVED DATE-

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Porter Farm s i t s on Texas Farm Road 986 i n Kaufman County approximately 
two miles north of T e r r e l l , Texas. Though the t o t a l acreage of the Porter 
farm exceeds 500, the extent of the a g r i c u l t u r a l demonstration occurred on 
seventy acres of the Porter property. These seventy acres are located on 
the west side of farm road 986 which severs a small portion of the northeast 
corner of the p l a t . (See a e r i a l photographic map). 

The seventy acres set aside for the demonstration are moderately 
r o l l i n g . The s o i l was a l i g h t sandy loam with clay base, which had been 
planted to cotton and corn for 28 years without commercial f e r t i l i z e r s . 
The general character and condition of the s o i l has not changed. 

Under instructions from Dr. Knapp, Porter divided 37 acres into equal 
plats. Before planting, the land was disked, cross-disked and harrowed. 
Cotton seed was planted an inch deep i n rows three and one half feet apart. 
The planter d r i l l was followed by a r o l l e r which firmed the s o i l around the 
seed. 

From May 1 to May 3 the plats were harrowed. Twelve days l a t e r they 
were cross-harrowed and cultivated. From May 15 to May 18 the cotton was 
chopped to an 18-inch spacing i n the row and plowed every 12 days thereafter 
u n t i l August 1. 

The results of Dr. Knapp's experiment were phenomenal. On the f i r s t 
p l a t , there had been 200 pounds per acre of f e r t i l i z e r containing phosphorus, 
potash and cottonseed applied at planting. The y i e l d on that f i e l d was 
326.6 pounds of l i n t per acre. On an adjoining f i e l d , new to c u l t i v a t i o n but 
handled j u s t as Porter had always grown cotton, the y i e l d was j u s t 166.6 
pounds of l i n t per acre. The second p l a t i n the demonstration farm had been 
i n cowpeas and corn the year before. Fertilzed j u s t as plat I , t h i s plat 
showed the effect of the legumes by producing 414.4 pounds of l i n t per acre. 
The experiment was a success and the development of other cooperative demon­
strations was rapid. 

The son of Walter C. Porter, Mr. William Porter, s t i l l operates the 
o r i g i n a l demonstration farm, though they plant l i t t l e cotton. Instead they 
concentrate on vetch seed production with an interplanting of rye and oats. 

Just across the highway stands the o r i g i n a l Porter homestead. A one-
story clapboard house with gabled roof, the house i n s t i l l occupied by the 
Porter family. On t h i s same side of the road, facing the o r i g i n a l demonstration 
f i e l d s are three markers, the National Historic Landmark Plaque, a state marker, 
and a local marker which reads: 

(see continuation sheet) 
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HERE THE FIRST 
FARM DEMONSTRATION 

WAS ESTABLISHED JOINTLY BY 
Seaman A. Knapp 

Mr, and Mrs. Walter C. Porter 
The People of T e r r e l l 

THIS DEMONSTRATION OF SCIENTIFIC 
AGRICULTURE ON THE LAND WAS 

THE BEGINNING OF THE 
AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION SERVICE, 
NOW KNOWN AROUND THE WORLD 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

—PREH)STORIC 

—1400-1499 

— 1500-1599 

— 1600-1699 

— 1700-1799 

— 1800 1899 

X-1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

X-AGRICULTURE 

ARCHITECTURE 

ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORAnON/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLinCS/GOVERNMENT 

-RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

-THEATER 

-TRANSPORTATION 

-OTHER (SPEC)FY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1903 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Founder: Dr. Seaman A. Knapp 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Dr. Seaman A. Knapp, concerned f o r the p l i g h t of poor farmers, organized 
the f i r s t a g r i c u l t u r a l cooperative on February 26, 1903. I t was i n Texas on 
the Walter C. Porter farm near T e r r e l l that the f i r s t demonstration took 
place. From t h i s one demonstration the entire nation-wide A g r i c u l t u r a l 
Extension Service has developed—for 60 years influencing agriculture and 
better r u r a l l i v i n g i n Texas, the nation, and throughout the world. 

Farm demonstration work spread rapidly across the country, becoming one 
of the great educational i n s t i t u t i o n s of America. As the Idea spread geo­
graphically becoming nation-wide with the passage of the Smith-Lever Act i n 
1914, the scope of the work also increased, extending beyond farming methods, 
to home economics and the betterment of r u r a l l i f e and culture. Boy's Corn 
Clubs, Ladies' Canning Societies, 4-H Clubs and i n t e n s i f i e d country f a i r 
a c t i v i t i e s a l l stem from the extension work begun on the Porter Farm. 

The son of Walter C. Porter s t i l l operates the o r i g i n a l demonstration 
farm two miles north of the c i t y of T e r r e l l on Farm Road 986. The o r i g i n a l 
demonstration f i e l d s s i t adjacent to t h i s newly const ructed road. The 
or i g i n a l farm house remains and i s used by the Porter family. 

HISTORY 

In 1903, farmers and businessmen i n Kaufman County, l i k e others over the 
state, were searching for methods to stop the spread of the cotton b o l l weevil, 
which was threatening to ruin t h e i r one-crop farming economy. They heard 
about a man. Dr. Seaman A. Knapp, special agent of the United States Department 
of Agriculture and former President of Iowa A g r i c u l t u r a l College, who had been 
successful i n helping r i c e farmers i n Southwest Louisiana to overcome problems 
i n r i c e growing. When the people of T e r r e l l i n v i t e d Dr. Knapp to v i s i t t h e i r 
county early i n 1903, he came and talked with them about farming methods that 
might stop the b o l l weevil. His idea was for one farmer to conduct a demonstration 
for the entire community, planting and growing the crop according to methods 
Knapp would recommend. Selected by his fellow c i t i z e n s . Porter agreed to use 
his farm f o r t h i s demonstration and businessmen of the county placed $1,000 i n 
the bank to cover losses which Porter might suffer. Not a do l l a r of t h i s fund 
was needed. When f i n a l accounting took place. Porter found the new methods 
netted him more cotton per acre than ever before. 

Because the b o l l weevil was rapidly becoming a national concern, the 
Department of Agriculture adopted the nethods used on the Porter farm and the 

(continued) 
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gSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL STATE LOCAL 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665) . I 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

TITLE DATE 
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DATE 
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Secretary of Agriculture authorized Dr. Knapp immediately to establish 
Other demonstrations on Texas farms. By 1904 Dr. Knapp found i t necessary 
to open an o f f i c e for the "Farmers' Cooperative Demonstration Work" i n 
Houston and employed 35 agents. 

Farm demonstration work spread rapidly across the country, becoming 
one of the great educational i n s t i t u t i o n s i n America. As the idea spread, 
becoming national i n scope with the passage of the Smith-Lever Act i n 1914, 
the program took on various alternate forms leading to the t o t a l improvement 
of farm l i f e . Boy's Corn Clubs, Ladies' Canning Societies, 4-H Clubs, and 
int e n s i f i e d county f a i r a c t i v i t i e s a l l stem from the extension work begun 
on the Porter farm. 

In the seventy years since the f i r s t farm demonstration work began, the 
Agri c u l t u r a l Extension Service has touched the lives of millions of farm 
families, helping them to make the best of th e i r land and crops, animals and 
labor, c a p i t a l and climate. I t teams up the farmer and s c i e n t i s t , meets 
the farmer and his family i n t h e i r own s i t u a t i o n , and helps them to apply 
the findings of research w i t h i n the pattern of th e i r own resources. 
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From a point approximately 2800 feet south of the intersection 
of Poetry Road (Route 986) and Route 537, proceed i n a northeasterly 
dire c t i o n along the north curb of Route 986, continuing i n a straight 
l i n e along the former route, to i t s intersection with Route 537 i f 
extended, thence proceed i n a northwesterly d i r e c t i o n approximately 
2000 feet, thence proceed i n a southerly d i r e c t i o n 1500 fe e t , thence 
southeasterly 1675 fe e t , thence southeasterly to the point of o r i g i n . 
This area contains the seventy o r i g i n a l acres on which Dr. Knapp and 
Walter Porter conducted t h e i r demonstration experiment. The farm 
house i a w i t h i n t h i s h i s t o r i c boundary. There i s a tomato warehouse 
which s i t s w i t h i n the boundary. This building does not add to the 
national significance of the h i s t o r i c landmark. Also, a portion of 
the property has been severed by the recent construction of Poetry 
Road. This does not, however, greatly impair the landmark, as the 
demonstration farm remains active. 
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Xn the study of "Agriculture," 2.k sites were l i s ted by ;the Mviecry 
Board. They are as foiJ.cws: 

1» Luther Burbaak Hemse.aM Gardieaj Câ  Ofteiji called tiie 
"Plant WizSd," Lx:ridi«r BurbasSs for 'jua^ a century ê qpeakoented with 
•thousands of plants and was the originatcxE' of jnany iicgportant c t i l t i -
vated varieties of f r u i t s , flowers, vegetables, grains, and grasses. 
He established the Burbank Esperioental Farm of soEte 2B acres i n 
1885. Located i n Soata Rosa, i t new consists of three acres of land 
containing taie I883-I926 experimental garden and his 1883-1^6 house, 
the original greKihouse,and a stable. The ga.rdea i s now a park. 
The hoivse, occupied by Mrs* Bxirbajik, w i l l revigrt to the city upon 
her death. 

2* Conaectlojrt Agricxiltural Ex^ Station, Connecticut. Da 
IQ75 the State Cc«mecticut created the f i r s t state agricultural 
eaperiEient station. Ever since, i t has reaaain'̂ d a leader of i t s Idlnd 
and has loade notable contributions to i^erican Agricultural develcp<-
iaent« The station's oldest building i s Osborne Library, erected i n 
1882»83. I t i s awr only one of nuiaerous buildlnt^s at the station. 

3. John Peere Housê  GraM Ztetpurt I13.inols. Jolm Deere'a famous 
plGt*7"iiitrSuced on a wide scaie^ia~^toe i S ^ ' s , transfomied ftoming 
i n the r ich lands of the Middle West. Ublike o-aier ploifs, i t scoured 
the aticlsy prair ie so i l cleanly and fo r the f i r s t tine permitted in* 
tenalvQ cultivation of vast areas of Qhlo, Indiana^ and Xlllnois. 
Iteere^s hcsjse, erected shortly af'fccr he settled i n Grand Detour l a 
1836, has been sl igbtly altered fr<KQ i t s original ajq&eareace. 

k» IGiapp-WHsoa gorgaej, Ames, Iowa. Coiiis9S.eted -Xa 1861^ this building 
oa tiie cempus of uaim State (Jfeilversity was the home of SeaisEaa A. 
K n i ^ , noted agriculturist and teacher, aiwL of James Wilson, agri» 
culturist and U. S. Secretary of Agricialture froa ISST to 1913. I t 
also cosraaisaoratcs lotm State College as the f i r s t forgal'ly-authorlzed 
land-gtTant ins t i tu t ion . !i5ie house preseatly serves as tl\e residence 
of the Dean of Agriculture. 

5* Ollvgr H. KeH;^ Houses Mnnesata. Bu i l t i a the l8&)'s , the home 
of Oliver H. Kelley, founder of the Ifetional Grange nasvement, served 
as the headquarters fo r the Grange during i t s formative years frcan 
IS6S to 3870. Itof the shrine of organized agricultiire i n the United 
States, I t I s located two miles south of Silt Elver on U.S, 10 and is 
eqiulpped with typical farm furnishing of the late 19th century. 



6. Sanborn Field end Soli ETosion £>lot3,^ ^Mssourl. 
i;st€Siished~iir3BB3°°aSd''^G^ the coispus of the Uhlversity of 
Missouri, Sailbom Pleld has fo r nearly 79 years made significant 
investigations of so i l treatments and crcfgipiag systems. I t i s the 
oldest completely organized so i l and cr<^ experimental f i e l d In the 
^ftiited States. 

7» Carlsbad^ ReclPmatiCM Pro.1e.ct» jgeKico. This series of dams 
and ditches wats constructed ai«3g the Fecos Blv«r i n the .late l£&)^s 
by private enterprise and, now ea^andcsi and integrated with a Federal 
system of lenrger scope, graphically I l lustrates the evolution from 
private to public reclcanatlon projects l a the arid Weat. 

80 EUsangOa Watson Hcaae, Port Kent, Ilew Xork. In the early 1880*3 
Watson conceived and Inaugurated the agricultural f a i r as a means 
of stiJHulatiag coirspotitiCKi among farmers and thereby encoursglns 
better livestock and crops. He thus l a i d the foundation fo r the 
development of this ins t i tu t ion to the ijsrportant place i t lias long 
occi^ied I n Amerlcsjn agriculture. He b \ j l l t his Rsrfc Kent home i n 
1828. 

^* Jethro Wood.̂ Home.,. Poplar^ Bid^ 79^^* Jethro Wood invented 
the f i r s t i ron plcw l n ^ l 9 . I t proved of such sx^erlor design 
to i t s predacessoTB that i t became to 19th-century fasnaers what 
'iaie tractor Is to modern .formers. Wood's innovations formed a 
major cantributiraa to th<̂  develc^Bisent of the axsdem plow. His hcsae 
at Pettier Eldge, a two-story clapboard, bx?.s been sl ightly altered 
frcm i t s appearance i a Wood's day. 

10. Coker̂ Ea:p(a:-iia.Emtal̂ ĵ ^ South Carallaa. Ji^es Coker 
and his son David xrere csmong the pioneers i n transforaiii^" the Southern 
cotton-seed ijadiist.i'T- into the modem scient i f ic industi;y of t<^Lay. 
Their experimental'farms, s t i l l l a €?peratlQa i a the HaartsvUle area, 
have contributed isgportontly to istproved variet5.e3 of com and cotton 
through the years following the C i v i l War. 

11* Borber Farm^ aeiar T e r r e l l T ^ a s . The f i r s t cooperative farm 
dcmanotratlon t o ^ p3.aco on the wSTtOT C. Porter Pami and thus gave 
b i r t h to the pres«aat nationwide Agricultural Estenslon Service program. 
The <a:*igiBal demonstration f ie lds are s t i , l l operated by Porter's sens. 

12. Espada jf isqlon Acegula and Aqueduct, Texas. Impressive renauants 
of a five-mile iTster system searvlng Saa Antonio, the Espada dam, 
acequia (canal), and aquediict were b u i l t by Spanish missionaries 
between 1731 and 1745, %aaish«Anie!rican fearmers s t i l l water their 
f ie lds frraa the stone distribution system. 



13. Cynis miC<msX<;i%__VBxra ond .W{̂ kshctp>, Walnut 
Here inlBiT^^TS^McCoriJiick developed the mechsaloal reaper, which 
i n two decades pnsduced revolutiomry advsaaces i n agricultural 
techniques. The workshop i s a sanaH log building on h i ^ stone 
foundations. Uearby i s -bhe two*story bride family home of tlie 
McCormieks. 32he bulJ^ings are located sasout 18 miles south of 
Stauntoa. 

14. Egjanaî Et̂ Ff^ Scene of so i l 
conservatim esperlraeats i n the midSle 19th century' that dramatised 
the need laid the teehnlgues for rev3.vlng ejfliaust^ farmlands, Kuffla 'a 
Itolbourne jPlaatatloa l a located Idrree miles west of the Psammkey 
Kiver on !I»S. His home and grave are preserved here. 

5''15''6k 



JUL 17 1964 
Porter Farm, Texas 

Zt it m pJMuurt to iafoom rm tamx ia yair »%mut %m aUtono 

•mbaated ia tlit SHbiMal ewwqr af BiafeAtflB 
Att*o aa& •a iUt i^ , aad ^ t)M AdvtMsy Bea^ oa •rtlawal Ktrtw, 
Xi*ioiri0 6ita«, BKLUiiws, aa* Haaaaatta, MA a^wwA ^ a« 

to %bm UatoriB titM Act of AM#i«t ai« i;^^. 

la Xm «atla«u7a«* tiio« aioiorlo 
•Xtliaio to tmcmXf, trm tla» jaaputaMt «r tba Xatoriar, eotti 
ftsatoa aai fAavMo Aiat̂ isatiim tiMi ao AmlNtoMA 
lioiorie Taaftamw. fba QiirMtat' of tat Aitloaal 
will ao l̂fy tat mwiri ant gvovi4> tMa witte tai 

Sm »oofl»iUiBi tM aiotorioal l̂ pomaoa of tooa* sitao, at wlta 
Wm OMort for tho oart oaA jytaawatlta «ir tbaat 

itaeoialar yourc, 

(sgd) Stewart L Udall 

:''«c.rwta.'-.' ••:>?.' t̂ Kj Latt>i-ijj-

, 0. e 

cc: Litt leton 



JUL 17 1964 
Porter Fann, Texas 

Xt i« a yloatwrt to iisrara jroa ttMt U yoiv stati tlio aittei-ie 
aitta UotoA at tiM ^MIMOMOO teai teM fa^k to 
l̂̂ nf 1 <III4JM ia soattaovatiiai osA iXlaMiatiis tuo 

»itot ha«a tota t a i l i f t ia Motioati 
illao laA •ttiaiagt, MA kgr ttw Mvioonr MuA oi •tDloiMl JMlt# 

to ti«> aistorlo ei«ao Aot tf iU««»t tl« l;;̂ :̂̂ . 

ia tiM oatloMtaa. IMMB lUMario 

ficateo aaA liiaai jfimtmm Itttpiotitt vmm ao fttAitf ro4. imiaal 
ttatrttt. tiN Biixaotar of tat katlonaX Itoli mmom 
tat oaNTo aHl ywmt thta with t)» stopar iirlln*it» 

IB xatafiiaiag tka fcirtarloal M,,̂  , ..PIP. 
to •atoHMl tlio uiaaiJi far tuo tato aat uiaaai amta of tatM 

samfotaiy of tat 

cc: I Mr. Littleton jittleton A i j 



JUL 17 1964 

Porter Farm, Texas 

Dtor Mr. Boibertst 

Zt is a ]>lea8\ire to Infora you that in your Coagrossional District 
the historic site listed oa the enclosure haa been found to poases* 
exceptional value la cooamoratlng and lUustratiag the history of 
the United Statoa. 

This slta haa boen ovaluatad in the Hatioaal Survey of Historic 
Sitaa and Bulldinga, and by the Advisory Board on Batiooal Parka, 
Biatoric Sites, Buildings, and Monumanta, aal approved by at 
purauant to the Historic Sites Act of August 21, 1935. 

As explainad in the enclosures this historic property is eligible 
to receive, froB tho Bepartiaent of the Interior, a certificate 
aa& brtmae plaque daaignating i t as a Regiatarad Bational Historic 
Landaark. The Director of the Batltnal Park Service will notify 
the ovmer aad yrovlde hln with the proper application foma. 

Zn recQgnlclng the hlatorical laportance of this aite, we wish 
to caaaaad the owner for the care and preservation of this 
property. 

Slacerely yours, 

(sgcO Stewart L Udall 

Secretary of the Znterior 

Hon. Ray Roberts 
House of Bepreaontativoa 
Washington, D. C. 

Enclosures 

cc: Mr. L i t t l e t o n wr. .un^TixeTion 



JUL 17 W4 

Porter Farm, Texas 

Mr. BBOI: 

It la a plaaaisra to infora you taut In your State tat historic 
sites listed on the enclosuxvs haws baon fouad to poaaaaa axeap-
tional value in eoaatattatiag and illustrating tim history of 
tt» United Statoa. 

Tbtat aitea havo hmn ovaXualaA ia tat Batianal Survay of Historic 
Sites aad Bulldlaga, and by the Advisory Board oa ftitiooal Akxics, 
Biatoric Sitaa, Bulldiaga, and Notamta, aad approved 1̂  aa 
yanaant to the ^atoxic Sites Act of August 21, 1935. 

Aa explained ia toe enclosurss, tbaaa hiatoric properties arc 
Gligibls to receive, from the Departasnt of the Interior, certl-
fioatoa aad bronse p l a ^ a dsslfijmtlag tbea as Bsgistered Batieaal 
Historic landaarks. The Director of the Bational VmA Service 
will notify the owners and provide them with the proper epplieation 
forms. 

Zn reeogaising tat hiatorloal importance of these sitea, we vish 
to eoaauad the owners for the care and preservation of these 
yrovortios. 

Ben. Jot B. tool 
•tatt at Baptotaatatives 
Haahiagtoa, 0. C. 

Sincerely yours, 

j^psmt L Udali 

Secretary of the Interior 

cc ! Littleton ̂  ^ J 
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Brklacy - 343-4214 

For Release JULY 19, 1964 

PRESIDENT KENNEDY'S BIRTHPMCE HEADS LATEST NATIONAL HISTORIC LftNDMARK LIST 

The late President John F, Kennedy's birthplace at 63 Heals Street in 

Brookline, Massachusetts, heads the latest l i s t of 96 sites approved for 

Registered National Historic Landmark status, announced today by Secretary of 

the Interior Stewart L. Udall, 

The number of sites declared eligible for inclusion in the Registry now 

totals 548. 

According to the Department's National Park Service, the 35th President's 

birthplace was built in late 1907 or early 1908, His father, Joseph, moved 

into the house in 1914, shortly after marrying Rose Fitzgerald, daughter of the 

then mayor of Boston. The late President was bom there on May 29, 1917, 

Secretary Udall explained that Registered National Historic Landmarks are 
areas that have been found to possess exceptional values and are of national 
significance i n commemorating and Illustrating the history of the United States. 
"Such landmarks," he noted, "are not units of the National Park System, but are 
recognized by the National Park Service with a certificate and bronze plaque." 

The latest approved sites were recommended by the Advisory Board on 
National Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings and Monuments from studies prepared 
by the National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings, 

The Kennedy site was considered and approved in a special category, as were 
two other important landmarks; the Woodrow Wilson Birthplace at Stamton, 
Virginia, where the 28th President was bora on December 28, 1856, and Wilson's 
house at 2340 S Street, N. W. in Washington, D. C, where the President lived from 
1921 u n t i l his death on February 3, 1924. 

Most of the 96 new landmarks illustrate important facets of the l i f e of 
aboriginal peoples. They were presented to the Advisory Board in two major 
studies: 



1. "Early Indian Farmers and Village Communities," which deals with the 
transition of Indian groups from hunters to farmers in the centuries before the 
coming of the white man. 

2. "Contact with the Indians," which focuses on the changes in Indian 
l i f e produced by association with Europeans over the past four centuries. 

A theme study on agriculture traces the story of American agriculture 
through i t s various stages of development and identifies the historic sites that 
today best Illustrate this v i t a l area of our Nation's history. Included under 
this theme are the homes of Luther Burbank (California), John Deere ( I l l i n o i s ) , 
Jethro Wood (New York), and Edmund Ruffin (Virginia); and the farm end workshop 
of Cyrus McCormick in Virginia. 

Secretary Udall pointed out that three additional landmarks were added to 
the previously announced l i s t commemorating the cattlemen's empire of the West: 
the San Bernardino and Sierra Bonita ranches in Arizona, and the headquarters 
of the Swan Land and Cattle Company i n Wyoming. 

Brief descriptions of the 96 sites are attached: 

X X X 

P.N, 46910-64 



From special studies and investigation of certain sites, the Advisory 
Board listed the following sites and buildings for Landmark designation: 

1. John F. Kennedy Home, Brookline, Massachusetts. The home in which 
John F. Kennedy, thirty-fifth President of the United States, was born. 
May 29, 1917, is located at 83 Beals Street in Brookline. The town of 
Brookline has erected a bronze commenoratlve plaque, bearing a relief 
portrait of the late President Kennedy, in the yard of the home. 

2. Woodrow Wilson Birthplace at Staimton, Virginia. This manse in 
which the twenty-ei^^th President of the United States, Thoaas Woodrow 
Wilson, was born, is owned and odainistcred by the Woodrow Wilson Birth­
place Foundation. Wilson's i>arent8 came to live at the manse in 1855; 
his father, the Reverend Joseph Ruggles Wilson, having accepted the 
pastorate of the Presbyterian Church at Staunton. 

The Birthplace House, which is open to the public, hoe many treasured 
Items associated with Wilson and his family. 

3. The Woodrow Wilson House, Washington, D. C. This red brick Georgian 
style house at 23^ 8 Street, H. W. was presented to the American people 
under guardianship of the Rational Tmst for Historic Preservation by 
Edith Boiling (Cklt) Wilson, widow of President Wilson. Mr. Wilson 
retired to this home in 1921, and lived there until his death, Febm-
ary 3, 1924. Mrs, Wilson continued to live at the house until her death 
in 1961. The house contains furnishings, books, photographs and many 
items associated with the lives of the Wilsons. It is open to the p\ibllc. 

k. Fort Scott, at Fort Scott, Kansas. Bviildings of this military post 
remain to remind ua of the frontier of the West. Established in 18^, 
Fort Scott had three distinct periods of activity. The last period 
dated fron IB69-I873, -vhen it was reactivated to aid in quelling the 
Indian troubles. The Ist Kansas Regiment, Colored Infantry, the first 
Negro unit to be under fire, was stationed at Fort Scott during the 
Civil War. 

5, Sycamore Shoals, near Ellzabethtown, Tennessee. Sycamore Shoals, 
site of the administrative center of the Wataijga settloaents in the 
I77O8, was the scene of the treaty of 1775 that led to the settlement 
of Kentucky. Five years later the frontiersmen of Kentucky gathered here 
en route to the decisive Revolutionary battle at King's Mountain. The 
shoals are located on the Watauga River in Happy Valley Just west of 
Elizabethtown In a setting slightly eiltared by modem intrusions. 

6. The City of Rocks, Cassia Co., Idaho. This site, one of the great 
natural Landmarks of the California Trail, received its name from the 
fantastic formations of soft granite rock scattered over the valley of 
Circle Creek. In this valley, thousands of emigrants camped and many 
inscribed their names on the rocks. The area formed a narrow pass which 
the wagon trains followed over the summit of the motmtains. 



7. Son Gabriel de Yungue-ouinge, across the Rio (h'ande River from 
San Juan Pueblo, Mew Mexico. Thia site, much of which has been recently 
excavated, marks the place of Don Juan de Onate's settlement, and the 
first Spanish-built capital of Hew Mexico (1598 or 1599)• The structures 
at this site are the earliest European Church and hoiise remains yet 
foimd in the present continental Ihilted States. 

8. Marmes Rockshelter, about one mile above Lyons Ferry on the vest 
side of the Palouse River, Washington. This rockshelter is considered 
to be the most outstanding archeological site yet discovered in the 
Northwest. Excavations of the site have produced the earliest burials 
in the Pacific northwest and poaslbly the earliest burials encountered 
in the Western Hemisphere. Eight geological strata have been excavated 
and all of these contain cultxnrol aiaterlaLls; some dating from 7550 years 
ago. 

Early Indian Farmers and Village CoBmunlties 

In the study of "Eorly Indian Farmers and Village Coanmrnities," 55 sites 
were listed by the Advisory Board. They are as follows: 

1. Moundvllle, 1 mile west of Moundville, Alabama. MoundvlUe Is a 
well preserved Mississippian cerasonial site consisting of some 20 
temple mounds. I t is one of three major centers of the Southern Cult 
and has produced a great quantity of very elaborate ceremonlad material 
dating approximately A.D. IOOO-I5OO. Much of this material is displayed 
in on excellent museim which inclttdes two burial areas with the burials 
ranaining as they were uncovered. 

2. Snaketown, PineLL Co., about 12 miles southwest of Chandler in the 
Gila River Indian Reservation, Arizona. Snaketown was one of the large 
Hohokam Indian "city states" of prehistoric Arizona. Excavations there 
not only proved the Hohokam to be one of the main culture groups of the 
Southwest^ but also showed their chronological development. 

3. Winona, Coconino Co., in Coconino national Forest near Winona, 
Arizona. Winona Ruin was one of the major Indian towns i^lch developed 
Just after the eruption of Sunset Crater in IO65. Excavations there 
showed great changes in the cultures of three Indian groups who Joined 
together to form one tribe. 

4. Point of Pines, near the village of Point of Pinea, San Carlos 
Indian Reservation, Arixona. The region of the Apache settlement of 
Point of Pines, Arizona, contains many Indian ruins from early pit houses 
to huge pueblos up to about 8OO rooms in size. Excavations here by the 
University of Arizona have defined new concepts about the Indians Involved. 



5. Pueblo Grande Ruin, Phoenix, Arizona. Pueblo Grande City Park i n 
Phoenix preserves the ruins of one of the few remaining large Hohokam 
village sites i n the area. The major features are a large platfom 
moimd standing some 20 feet above the desert f l o o r and the remains of 
fo\ir prehistoric canals. 

6. Kinlshba, Gila Co., i n the Fort Apache Indian Reservation, Arizona. 
Kinishba i s a large pueblo consisting of two large and seven small 
masonry structures. The cultture of the inhabitants Is that of the 
climax period of the White Mountain area and i s a blend of the cultures 
of two Indian groxxps. Maxlmimi occupation of the site was In the late 
1200's or early 1300's. 

7- Gatlin, Maricopa Co., about 3 miles north of Gila Bend, Arizona. 
The platform mound at the Gatlln site Is a unique ceremonial feature 
i n southern Arizona seemingly influenced by the pyramid idea of Mexico. 
I t and the associated b a l l court and cremation area eeem to have been 
used by the Indians approximately from A.D. 900 to 1150. 

8. Casa Malpals, Apache Co., 2 ndles north of Sprlngervllle, Arizona. 
Casa Malpals i s an unexcavated pueblo ruin about 10 acres In size 
showing considerable commimlty e f f o r t to build i t i n an easily defended 
spot. I t i s one of three sites In the area which were occupied after 
A.D. 1300. 

9- Hodena, Mississippi Co., near Wilson, Arkansas. This i s the type 
of s i t e of the Nodena phase, an important peirt of the Late Mississippian, 
or temple mound, culttire In Arkansas. The site produced over 1,500 
burials and great quantities of pottery vessels and other a r t i f a c t s 
characteristic of the period. I t was occupied In the las t few centuries 
prior to the time of Columbus. 

10. Parkin, Cross Co., near Parkin, Arkansas. This Is the type site 
of Parkin phase, a late Mississippian culture component In northeast 
Arkansas. I t Is an extremely r i c h s i t e , characterized by concentrated 
midden area of considerable depth emd a well preserved temple mound. 

11. Gunther Island Site 67 (Tolowot), on Gunther Island, Exireka, 
California. The Tolowot s i t e on Gunther Island, California, Is a t r e ­
mendous Indian shell moxind I k feet deep on which was located a Wiyot 
Indian v i l l a g e . This site t y p i f i e s the late prehistoric period for 
th i s coastal region. 

12. Big and L i t t l e Petroglyph Canyons, Inyo Co., near China Lake, 
California. Big and L i t t l e Petroglyph Canyons i n the Coso Range probably 
contedn the most spectacular petroglyphs In the entire western Iftiited 
States. More than 20,000 petroglyphs, showing many designs--geometric, 
animal, and human—were placed i n the rock over a great period of time. 



13. Lowry Pueblo, k^ miles northwest of Cortez, Colorado. Lowry Pueblo 
was a small pueblo typical of the area except in having a ceremonial 
great kiva that seems to have become a ceremonial center, increasing 
in size to about 50 rooms. The great kiva and other featinres show 
definite Influences from the south. 

Ik . Fort Walton Mound, Fort Walton Beach, Florida. The Fort Walton 
mound site is the type site of a late prehistoric and early historic 
culture period represented along the northwest Florida coast. The 
large temple mound on the site has produced numerous burials. 

15. Safety Harbor, Pinellas Co., In P h l l l l p i Park, Florida. The Safety 
Harbor site is the type site of the Safety Harbor culture, a late pre­
historic and early historic period which represents the culture of the 
Gulf Coast Timucua Indians at the time of European contact and somewhat 
before. 

16. Etowah, near Cartersville, Georgia. This site is one of the three 
prehistoric major Southern Cult centers In the East, and has produced 
a vast quEuitlty of elaborate ceremonial material. The site is excellent­
ly preserved as a park by the Georgia Historical Commission, and Its 
small musevmi t e l l s the story of the site very well. 

17- Kolomoki, Early Co., near Blakely, Georgia. Preserved in Kolcanokl 
Mounds State Park, this Impressive site contains the largest mound 
groiflp in the Gulf Coast area, 6uid has yielded much elaborate pottery, 
some of which is displayed in a small on-site museum. 

18. Cahokla Mounds, east of St. Louis i n portions of Madison smd Clair 
Counties, TI1inols. One of the major Mississippian, or temple mound, 
sites, Cahokia is one of the largest prehistoric sites In the Itolted 
States. I t is dominated by the great Monks Mound, nearly 100 feet 
high. At one time the site had nearly 100 mounds and covered about 
three square miles. 

19. Klncald Site, Massac and Pope Cotmtles, near Brookport, I l l i n o i s . 
This alte, one of the major temple mo\ind sites i n southern I l l i n o i s , 
was occiq)ied in late prehistoric times. Archeological materials un-
covered at the site show connections with the Cahokia ffounds site, 
with the Angel Mounds site in Indiana, and with Mississippian sites in 
southeast Missouri. 

20. Wittrock Site, O'Brien Co., near Sutherland, Iowa. The Wittrock 
Site is a small MiH Creek Cultiure Indleui village which is unique among 
Mi l l Creek Sitea, and possibly among village sites in Iowa, i t being 
essentially undisturbed. Archeological materieuLs recovered from the 
site Indicate a culture which was In transition from eastern forest 
agrlcultiure to Plains horticxiltinral practices. 



21. Phipps Site, Cherokee Co., north of Cherokee, Iowa. This i s the 
type site of the M i l l Creek Indian cultTU-e, which represents Late 
Woodland-Mlsslssippian peoples who were developing (or acqtiiring) Plains 
agricultural patterns, late i n the f i r s t millennium or early i n the 
second miUennlm A.D. 

22. Whlteford Site, Saline Co., k miles east of Sallna, Kansas. The 
Whlteford Site Is a prehistoric cemetery In which some skeletons 
of the Smoky H i l l Culture have been uncovered and l e f t i n s i t u , protected 
by a building, for ccamnercial purposes. 

23. Marksville, near Marksville, Louisiana. This i s the type site for 
Marksville culture, an eetrly southern variant of the Ohio Hopewell, 
which dates about the time of Christ. The b u r i a l mounds and the earth­
work at the site are similar to those found i n Ohio. Artifacts, also 
showing Hopewell connections, are displayed In an on-site museum 
administered by the Louisleina Parks and Recreation Commission. 

2k, Accokeek Creek Site, Prince Georges Co., west of Plscataway on the 
Potomac PU-ver, Maryland. This site has been intermittently occupied 
for at least 5,000 to 6,000 years with the major habitation taking 
place aroimd A.D. 1^00 and extending into historic times. 

25. Holly Bluff, Yazoo Co., near Holly Bluff, Mississippi. This Impressive 
prehistoric mound site with encircling wall and ditch s t i l l intact i s 
the type site for the Lake George phase of the Mississippian, or temple 
mound, culture. 

26. Research Cave, Callaway Co., near Portland, Missouri. Research 
Cave contains significant prehistoric Indian remains which were deposited, 
of f and on, over a time span exceeding 8,000 years. Four major cultural 
periods are represented. Perishable materials found In the cave Indicate 
that agriculture was practiced by the peoples of the two most recent 
cultures. Woodland and Mississippian. 

27. Pictograph Cave, Yellowstone Co., near B i l l i n g s , Montana. Plctograph 
Cave Is a large rock shelter with, s t r i k i n g plctographs, which contained 
s t r a t i f i e d deposits reflecting occupation beginning with early Indian 
hunters and gatherers and coming up to the historic Indian period. 

28. Hagen Site, Dawson Co., southeast of Glendive, Montana. The Hagen 
Site Is a late prehistoric Indian village dating about 1600 A.D, I t 
represents the Crow at about the time they s p i l t from the sedentary 
Hidatsa. 

29. Ash Hollow Cave, Garden Co., 2 miles southeast of Lewellen, Nebraska. 
Ash Hollow Cave, a rockshelter which was occupied sporadically by pre­
historic hunting parties for over 35OO years, was f i r s t occupied perhaps 
as early as 2000 B.C. The most recent occupation occurred i n proto-
hlstorlc times. Because of t h i s long archeologiceil sequence the cave 
was one of the key sites i n establishing the sequence of events i n 
Central Plains prehistory. 



30. Coufal Site, Howard Co., on Davis Creek, Nebraska. The Coufal 
site is a major village of the Central Plains prehistoric ciiLtural 
tradition and the one which has been most coitrprehenslvely studied. 
I t was occupied about A.D. II38 and gives information improving our 
knowledge of nearby Plains culttires. 

31. Leary Site, Richardson Co., k miles southeast of Rulo, Nebraska. 
The Leary site is a large prehistoric village and burial area of the 
Oneota culture, a late precontact complex which in Nebraska represents 
incursions of Slouan peoples across the Missouri River into the Plains. 
Dating from about A.D. 150O to A.D. I6OO, i t contains a wealth of 
information about l i f e i n this area shortly before the coning of the 
white man. 

32. W. H. Schtatz Site, Valley Co., 6 miles northwest of North Loup, 
Nebraska. The W. H. Schultz site Is one of the earliest villages in 
the entire Plains, A small semisedentary village which dates from • 
the middle part of the f i r s t millennium A.D., i t was occupied by people 
who apparently lived by hunting animals and gathering wild plant foods. 
I t i s the type site of the Val ley Focus, an early Plains Woodland 
complex. 

33* Walker Gilmore Site, Cass Co., near Murray, Nebraska. The Walker 
Gllmore site is recognized as one of the most important and interesting 
sites i n the entire Great Plains as i t was there that evidence of 
Plains Woodland culture was f i r s t recognized. I t ia one of three key 
stratified sites yrhich permitted outlining cultural sequences In the 
Central Plains. 

3̂ . Holmes Site, San Juan Co., across river from La Plata, New Mexico. 
The Holmes site is em Important area with many differing Indian 
features Including a variety of pueblos, ceremonial klvas, and towers 
on the points of the mesa. Although imexcavated, the site is s t i l l 
rated of great scientific value. 

35• Manuelito Complex, McKlnley Co., New Mexico. A great number of 
sites are located up and doira the Manuelito Wash representing inhabi­
tation from before A.D. 700 to litOO. One major late site includes 
about 1,500 rooms with Indications of derivation out of earlier occupa­
tion in the immediate area. 

36. San Lazaro, Santa Fe Co., near Cerrlllos, New Mexico. San Lazaro 
contains two pueblos, one historic, one prehistoric, which together 
contain 1,950 rooms and form the largest ruin in the Galisteo Basin. 
These pueblos, abandoned soon after the l680's, were the ancestral home 
of the present Inhabitants of Hemo in the Hopl villages. 



37• Town Creek Indian Mound, Montgomery Co., about kjj miles east of 
Mount Gllead, North Carolina. This site, which was the ceremonial 
center for a group of peoples with a Mlsslsslpplan-lnfluenced cultxire 
who moved northward into the area i n late prehistoric times, contains 
the northernmost temple mound on the East Coast. Parts of the aboriglned 
constmctlon have been reconstructed, and an on-site museum Interprets 
the story of the Indians who lived there. 

38. Newark Works, Licking Co., within Newark, Ohio. One of the few 
remaining Hopewellian earthworks dating from about the time of Christ, 
the Newark Works are being preserved by the State of Ohio as Mound 
Builders State Memorial. Ihese earthworks are outstanding for the 
precision of layout and the magnitude of the plan. 

39. Serpent Mound, Adams Co., near Locust Grove, Ohio. This magnificent 
effigy mound In the form of a serpent measures 1,300 feet long. Although 
built during Hopewellian times some 2000 years ago, i t Is s t i l l well 
preserved. The site is administered by the State of Ohio as Serpent 
Mound State Memorial, 

ho. Hopeton Earthworks, Ross Co., across the Scioto River from Mound 
City Group National Monument, Ohio. The Hopeton Earthworks Is the 
site of a large Hopewell ceremonial center dating from about the time 
of Christ. I t is composed of large conjoined circular and square 
earthen enclosures with attached small circular enclosures, four small 
movuids, and peirallel earthen walls. 

k l . Fort Ancient, Warren Co., near Fort Ancient, Ohio. Although the 
earthwork at Fort Ancient was b i i l l t some 2000 years ago by Hopewellian 
peoples, the name Fort Ancient is applied to the culture of a different 
people who reoccupied the site in late prehistoric times. The site 
is preserved by the State of Ohio as the Fort Ancient State Memorial. 

k2. McLemore Site, Washita Co., k miles west of Eakly, Oklahoma. 
The McLemore site is a key site to the study of Southern Plains prehistory 
because the archeologlcal evidence mcovered there shows relationships 
both locally and with more distant Caddoan emd Plains village ciJ-tures. 
I t was a small agrlcultvu-al village emd burial ground dating from around 
A.D. 1300. 

1+3. Stamper Site, Texas Co., about 2g miles south of Optima, Oklahoma. 
A small village site on which are the remains of 18 single-room struc-
tures, the Stamper site was occi5)ied between about A.D. I3OO emd 1̂ 50. 
I t is rather typical of the southern Plains, because at the time of 
occTq>atlon village culture extended from the Caddoem area in the eastern 
forests to the Pueblo area of New Mexico. 



kk. Arzberger Site, Hughes Co., 7? miles east-southeast of Pierre, 
South Dakota. A hioge f o r t i f i e d v i llage s i t e on top of a low mesa l/2 
mile north of the Missouri River, the Arzberger site contained kk 
clrciiLar house rings surrounded by a ditched f o r t i f i c a t i o n with 2h 
bastions. The si t e Is the northernmost outpost of the Central Plains 
t r a d i t i o n emd i s thought possibly to represent tiie ancestral Arlkara 
Indians about A.D. 1500, when they were d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g from the parent 
Pawnee. Although p a r t i a l l y destroyed, much of this Important site 
remains I n a good state of preservation. 

1+5- Bloom Site, Hanson Co., near Ethan, South Dakota. The Bloom Site 
is a classic example of a f o r t i f i e d village s i t e . I t was occupied 
about A.D. 1000 by Indians who were probably the ancestors of the Mandans. 
The village consists of some 25 lodge sites, emd nearby Is a series of 
about 50 bu r i a l mounds which may be related. 

h6. Fort Thonqison Mounds, Bviffalo Co., i n v i c i n i t y of Fort Thompson, 
South Deikota. The Fort Thompson Mounds are a large group of low 
bur i a l mounds dating from Plains Woodland times, about A.D. 800. They 
are of great importance as they contain the only evidence so far found 
for the f i r s t pottery-making peoples In the eirea. 

k j . Crow Creek Site, Buffalo Co., east bank of Ft. Randall Reservoir 
between Crow Creek and Wolf Creek, South Dakota. Crow Creek Is a large 
f o r t i f i e d prehistoric Indian vlUage site at which evidence has been 
uncovered for two separate occupations. One of these i s related to the 
Over Focus of the Middle Missouri t r a d i t i o n ; the other, to the Campbell 
Focus, a f f i l i a t e d with the Central Plains. Work at the site has been 
important i n gaining em understanding of the relations between cultures 
of the Middle Missouri and the Central Plains during the time of Plains 
village l i f e . 

h8>, Langdeau Site, east bank of the Missouri River, Just north of the 
neck of the Big Bend, South Dakota. The Langdeau site Is a village 
s i t e which i s the type site for an as-yet-unnamed complex within the 
Middle Missouri t r a d i t i o n . 

U9. Mitchell Site, Davidson Co., Mitchell, South Dakota. Archeologiceil 
materials excavated at the Mitchell site present evidence of the movement 
of a culture from the east into the Missouri River Valley with some 
combination with cultures already present In the area. I t seems l i k e l y 
that this occurred about A.D. 1000 emd that the people Involved were 
ancestral to the Memdem. 

8 



50. Molstad Village, Dewey Co., on the west bank of the MlBsourl 
River about 18 miles below Mobrldge, South Dakota. Molstad Village 
is a smell f o r t i f i e d village site containing five circular house rings 
enclosed by a ditch with a bastion. I t represents the Important 
period of transition when Central Plains culture elements, such aa 
circular houses, were moving up the Mlssomrl and combining with Middle 
Missouri culture t r a i t s , such as bastioned fortifications, to form 
the Coalescent tradition which was the basis for the way of l i f e 
practiced by the Mandan, Arlkara, and Hidatsa when the white man 
Eirrlved. 

51. Harrell Site, Young Co., 1 mile north of South Bend, Texas. The 
Harrell site i s the type site of the Henrietta Focus, the southernmost 
of the Plains Villeige eigricultural complexes. This focus resembles 
In memy ways the village cultxnres of central and western Oklahoma, 
and is currently f e l t to represent one of the groups ancestral to the 
historic Wichita tribes. There are evidences showing contacts with 
the Ceiddoan peoples to the east emd the Pueblo peoples to the west. 
I t is a key site in the study of the development of Southern Plains 
village l i f e . 

52. Landergin Mesa, Oldham Co., east side of East Alamosa Creek, Texas. 
The Landergin Mesa site j.s one of the finest ruins of the unique 
Panhandle Culture, being one of the largest, best stratified, least 
damaged, and most spectacularly located. The culture is a combination 
of a Plains agricultural village people showing memy Southwest Pueblo 
influences. 

53. Alkali Ridge, Sem Juar.i Co., Utah. Excavations along Alkali Mesa 
closed the gap i n the known development of the now famous Pueblo Indian 
Culture by defining the A.D., 900 to 1100 period. Also evident was the 
continiial growth of the cultvu-e from the late 700's to the 1200's, and 
this seems to be the area out of which the ceremonial kiva developed. 

5̂ . Grave Creek Moxmd, MarsheOl Co., Moundsvllle, West Virginia. One 
of the largest prehistoric mounds in the Eastern United States. I t is 
representative of the burial mound tradition of the Adena cultiure 
about the time of Christ. 

55. Aztalan, Jefferson Co., Sections I7, 20, 21, T 7N, R IkE, Wisconsin. 
A large temple mound site of the period of 1200- I30O A.D., this is 
the northernmost of the large Mississippiem sites. 



Contact with the Indians 

In the study of "Contact with the Indians," l6 sites were listed by 
the Advisory Board. They are as follows: 

1. Apalachlcola Fort, Rvissell Co., near Holy Trinity, Alabama. 
Fort i^alochicola, the northernmost Spanish outpost on the Chattahoochee 
River, was built by the Spanish in I69O to prevent the English from 
gaining a foothold among the Lover Creek Indians in Alabama and Georgia, 

2. Awatovi. Mavaho Co., on the Hopl Indian Reservation, Arizona. 
In July, 15̂ 0 one week after the capture of the Zuni village of 
Havlkuh, Coronado dispatched Pedro de Tovor to explore Tusayan, which 
like Cibola, was thought by the Spanish to be a kingdom of seven cities. 
Tovar's e:q>edltion reached Tusayan later that month and thus became 
the first Europeans to visit the Hopl pueblos. A Franciscan Mission, 
Son Bemardiao, was begun in I629 at Awatovi, the first of the Hopi 
villages visited by Tovar in 15^. 

3* Old Oralbl, Ifcivaho Co., Ifopi Indian Reservation, Arizona. Oraibi, 
located on top of Third Mesa in the Hopi Reservation, is probably the 
oldest continuously inhabited pueblo in the Southwest. The site was 
first occupied in the middle UOO's and hew sxurvived, primarily due to 
dependable springs, from prehistoric into the historic. 

k. Old Kaakaskia Village, La Salle Co., near Starved Rock State Park, 
Illinois. The Old Koskaskia Village site is the best docimented 
historic Indiem site in the Illinois River Valley. I t was first recorded 
by Louis Joliet and Father Jacques Marquette in the summer of I673. 

5. El Cuortelejo (Scott County Pueblo Site), Kansas. El Cuartelejo 
is a ruin left by a group of Plcuris Indians who left the Southwest 
in 1691 because of friction with the Spanish. Other Pueblo people had 
fled to Join the Cuoitelejo Apsche as early as the 1660'B. 

6. Tobias-Thompson Complex, Rice Co., neeur Geneeeo, Kanstis. The Tobias-
Thompson cooQilex are parts of a single village which shows contact with 
the Europeans of about Coronado's time and the Southwest. Excavations 
here have partially been responsible for the definition of the local 
cultiu-al development. I t contains one of five known features known as 
"council-circles" the use of which is not known. 

7. Kathlo Site, Mille Laos Co., Vlneland, Minnesota. The Kathio Site 
is the ancestral home of a port of the present-day Dakota Indians 
and was an important contact site between the French end the Indians. 
The Dakota lost i t to the Chippewa in the Battle of Kathlo in about 
171*0. 
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8. Fatherland Plantation Site, Natchez, Mississippi. The Grand 
Village of the Natchez (Fatherland Plantation Site) i s probably the 
most thoroughly documented Indian site i n the southeastern United 
States. F i r s t described In I7OO by Pierre Le Moyne d'lbervlUe, 
mention of the town occurs memy times In early 18th-century som-ces. 

9. Carrlngton Osage Village Site, Saline Co., north of Malta Bend, 
Missouri. The Carrlngton Osage Village Site was the site of a Great 
Osage settlement during the l a t t e r part of the l8th emd the early part 
of the 19th centuries. In I806, the village was visited by Captain 
Zebulon M. Pike who recorded enough Information concerning I t s loceile 
to make positive i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of the site possible. I t was then the 
village of Pawhuska, or White Hair, the noted chief of the Great Osage. 
Archeologiceil excavation at the site has uncovered large quantities 
of a r t i f a c t s of aboriginal and Etiropean workmanship. 

10. Utz Site (23SA2), Saline Co., 12 miles north of Marshall, Missouri. 
The Utz Site Is believed to have been the principal settlement of 
the Missouri Indians from before 1673 u n t i l I728. Marquette's map of 
1673-167'+, the best surviving record of the pioneering voyage which 
he and J o l l l e t made down the Mississippi i n I673, placed the "Messourit" 
on the Pekittemoul (Missouri) River i n the approximate location of the 
Utz s i t e . 

11. H i l l Site, Webster Co., 7 miles south of Red Cloud, Nebraska. 
The H i l l (or Superior 1) site i s generally accepted as being the 
Kitkehahki, or Repuhlicem Pawnee, villeige where Lieutenant Zebulon M. 
Pike, i n September I806, caused the Spanish fl a g to be lowered and 
the American flag raised. 

12. Palmer Site (25HWI), Howard Co., near Palmer, Nebraska. First 
reported by Lewis and Clark i n 1804, the Palmer Site, a Skldi Pawnee 
village s i t e , i s known to have been occupied for the f i r s t kO years of 
the 19th century. 

13. Big Bead Mesa, Sandoval Co., north of Marguez, New Mexico. Big Bead 
Mesa i s a mute monument to the Navajo retreat from their homeland on the 
upper Sem Juan River because of conflicts with the Ute-Comeuiche alliance, 
and opening wedge that allowed them to become an aggressive power i n 
central New Mexico. Big Bead Mesa was a base for them dxaring this 
change. 

I k . Boughton H i l l (Gannagaro) Site, Ontario Co., i n the v i c i n i t y of 
Victor, New York^ Boughton H i l l Is the site of Gannagaro, "the great 
town of the Seneca who were the westernmost of the five nation League 
of the Iroquois. I t best represents them during the period of,, contact 
with the Europeans. 
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15. Big Hidatsa Village Site, Mercer Co., north of Stanton, North 
Dakota. The Big Hidatsa Village site was the largest of three 
Hidatsa villages located near the mouth of the Knife River i n the 
period from about YjhO to 18^5. About 1770 the Mandan Indians moved 
up the Missouri and established two vl3_lages near those of the Hidatsa. 
These f i v e villages formed em extremely important center for the 
northern Plains fur trade. The Big Hidatsa Village s i t e Is an excellent 
example of the effects of 100 years of fur trade contact and of the 
Indian acculturation resulting from I t . 

16. Mencken Indian Village Site, Burleigh Co., near Menoken, North 
Dakota. The Menoken Indian Village Site i s generally accepted as being 
the site of the f i r s t Mandan Indian Village reached by Pierre Gaultler 
de Varennes, Sleur de l a Verendrye's expedition of 1738. 

Agriculture 

In the study of "Agriculture," I k sites were l i s t e d by the Advisory 
Board. They are as follows: 

1. Luther Burbank House and Garden, California. Often called the 
"Plant i^izard, Luther Bm-bank for half a century experimented with 
thousands of plants emd was the originator of many important c u l t i ­
vated varieties of f r u i t s , flowers, vegetables, grains, and grasses. 
He established the Burbank Experimental Farm of some 18 acres i n 
1885. Located i n Santa Rosa, i t now consists of three acres of land 
containing the 1883-1926 experimental garden and his I883-1906 house, 
the original greenhouse, and a stable. The garden i s now a park. 
The house, occupied by Mrs, Burbank, w i l l revert to the c i t y upon 
her death. 

2. Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station, Connecticut. In 
1875, the State of Connecticut created the f i r s t state agricultural 
experiment station. Ever since, i t has remained a leader of i t s kind 
and has made notable contributions to Americem agrlcultmral develop­
ment. The station's oldest building i s Osborne Library, erected i n 
1882-83. I t Is now only one of numerous buildings at the station. 

3. John Deere House, Grand Detour, I l l i n o i s . John Deere's famous 
plow, Introduced on a wide scale i n the I850's, transformed farming 
i n the ri c h lands of the Middle West. Unlike other plows, i t scoured 
the sticky p r a i r i e s o l i cleanly and for the f i r s t time permitted i n ­
tensive cultivation of vast areas of Ohio, Indiana, and I l l i n o i s . 
Deere's home, erected shortly after he settled i n Grand Detour i n 
1836, has been s l i g h t l y altered from i t s o r i g i n a l appearance. 

12 



k, Knapp-Wllson House, Ames, Iowa. Completed i n I86I, this building 
on the campus of Iowa State University was the home of Seaman A. 
Knapp, noted agriculturist and teacher, and of James Wilson, agrl-
cultvu-ist and U. S. Secretary of Agriculture from I897 to 1913. I t 
also commemorates Iowa State College as the f i r s t formally-authorized 
land-grant institution. The house presently serves as the residence 
of the Deem of Agriculture. 

5. Oliver H. Kelley House, Minnesota. Built i n the l860's, the home 
of Oliver H. Kelley, founder of the National Gremge movement, served 
as the heeuiquarters for the Grange during i t s formative years from 
1868 to 1870. Row a shrine of organized agriculture in the United 
States, i t is located two miles south of Elk River on U.S. 10 and is 
equipped with typical farm furnishings of the late 19th century. 

6. Sanborn Field and Soil Erosion Plots, Columbia, Missoiuri. 
Established in 1888 and located on the caaqpus of the Ltoiverslty of 
Missouri, Sanborn Field has been the scene of significant investigations 
of s o i l treatments and cropping systems. I t is the oldest completely 
organized soil emd crop experimental fiel d i n the United States. 

7. Carlsbad Reclamation Project, New Mexico. This series of dams 
and ditches was constmcted along the Pecos River in the late 1880'B 
by private enterprise and, now expanded emd integrated with a Federal 
system of larger scope, graphically illustrates the evolution from 
private to public reclamation projects in the arid West. 

8. Elkanah Watson Home, Port Kent, New York. In the early l800's 
Watson conceived emd inaugurated the eigricultureil fair as a meems 
of stimxilatlng competition among farmers and thereby encouraging 
better livestock and crops. He thus laid the foundation for the develop­
ment of this institution to the important place it has long occupied 
in Americem agriculture. He built his Port Kent home in I828. 

9. Jethro Wood Home, Poplar Rldge^ New York. Jethro Wood Invented 
the f i r s t iron plow in I0I9. I t proved of such superior design to 
i t s predecessors that i t became to 19th-century femners what the 
tractor is to modern farmers. Wood's Innovations formed a major 
contribution to the development of the modern plow. His home at Poplar 
Ridge, a two-story clapboard, has been slightly altered from i t s appear­
ance in Wood's day. 

10. Coker Experimental Farms, Hartsvllle, South Carolina. James Coker 
and his son David were among the pioneers in transforming the Southern 
cotton-seed industry into the modern scientific industry of today. 
Their experimental feirma, s t i l l in operation in the Hartsvllle area, 
have contributed importantly to improved varieties of corn and cotton 
through the years following the Civil War. 

13 



11. Porter Farm, near Terrell, Texas. The f i r s t cooperative farm 
demonstration took place on the Walter C. Porter Farm and thus gave 
birth to the present nationwide Agricvdtural Extension Service program. 
The original demonstration fields are s t i l l operated by Porter's sons. 

12. Espeida Mission Acequia and Aqueduct, Texeis. Inipresslve remnants 
of a five-mile water system serving San Antonio, the Espada dam, 
acequia (canal), emd aqueduct were b u i l t by Spanish missionaries 
between I73I and I7U5. Spanish-American fEurmers s t i l l water their 
fields from the stone distribution system. 

13. Cyrus McCormick Farm and Workshop, Walnut Grove, Virginia. Here 
in 1831, Cyrus McCormick developed the mechanical reaper, which in 
two decades produced revolutionary advances in agricultural techniques. 
The workshop is a small log building on high stone foundations. Nearby 
Is the two-story brick family home of the McCorralcks. The buildings 
are located about I8 miles south of Stamton. 

Xh, Edmimd RuffIn Plantation, Marlbourne, Virginia. Scene of soli 
conservation experiments In the middle 19th century that dramatized the 
need emd the techniques for reviving exhausted farmlands. Puffin's 
Marlbourne Plantation Is located three miles west of the Pamimkey 
River on U.S. 36O. His home and grave are preserved here. 

The Cattlemen's Empire 

In the supplemental study of "The Cattlemen's Empire," the Advisory 
Board listed 3 sites, as follows: 

1. San Berneurdino Remch, about 17 miles east of Douglas, Arizona. 
This remch provides the finest Illustration of the continuity of 
Speinlsh-Mexicem emd American cattle ranching in the Southwest. One 
of the country's great ranches, abundant springs of water caused this 
site also to become a crossroads of travel from Spemish colonial times 
to the California gold-rush period. The heeidquarters complex of build­
ings, dating from the time of Americem ownership, are s t i l l in use. 
The ranch is privately owned. 

2. Sierra Bonita Ranch, Graham Co., southwest of Bonita, Arizona. 
The Sierra Bonita Ranch was the f i r s t permanent American cattle ranch 
In Arizona to challenge and survive the Apache tenror. Col. Henry C. 
Hooker, founder of the ranch, controlled a range of some 30 miles 
long and 30 miles wide. His ranch house, bui l t on a site once occupied 
by a Spemish hacienda, was em edmost Impregnable fortress with thick 
adobe walls and gun ports. The Sierra Bonita i s em operating ranch, 
s t i l l in the Hooker family. 
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3. Swem Land and Cattle Company Headquarters, Chugwater, Wyoming. 
The Swan Lemd emd Cattle Company was one of the most famous of the 
foreign stock concerns that flourished In the American West during 
the heyday of the range cattle Industry. Organized In Scotland i n 
1883, I t boasted a capital of three m i l l i o n dollars emd within three 
years grazed more them 113,000 cattle on a mi l l i o n acres of Wyoming 
grasslemd. Memy of the original structures s t i l l s\urvlve to re c a l l 
a colo r f u l emd Importemt episode of the cattlemen's empire. 

15 
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Porter Farm, Texas 
L58-RMH 

Mr. Wil l iam A. Porter 
Porter Farm 
Tenre l l , Texas 

Deeir Mr. Porter: 

I t i s a pleasure t o inform you tha t the property described i n 
the enclosure has been found t o possess exceptional valxie i n 
commemorating and i l l u s t r a t i n g the h i s to ry o f the United States. 

I t has been studied by the National Survey o f H i s to r i c Sites 
and Bui ld ings ; evaluated by the Advisory Board on National Paries, 
His to r ic S i tes , Bui ld ings , and Monuments; and approved by the 
Secretaiy o f the I n t e r i o r pursuant t o the Hi s to r i c Sites Act o f 
August 2 1 , 1935. 

As explained i n the enclosed f o l d e r , t h i s s i t e i s e l i g i b l e f o r 
Registered National H i s to r i c Landmark s ta tus . A c e r t i f i c a t e and 
bronze plaque a t t e s t ing t o t h i a status may be obtained iipon your 
appl ica t ion and your agreement t o adhere t o simple preservation 
pmct i ces . Should you wish t o apply f o r the c e r t i f i c a t e and 
plaque, copies o f the appl ica t ion form are enclosed. These 
should be completed i n t r i p l i c a t e f o r each s i t e t o be c e r t i f i e d . 
Two copies f o r each s i t e should be returned t o the National Park 
Service. You may r e t a in the t h i r d copy o f each appl ica t ion as 
part o f yovr own records. 

At the present t ime, the work o f the National Survey o f His to r i c 
Sites and Buildings i s incomplete. From time t o t ime, announce­
ments w i l l be made o f add i t iona l s i tes e l i g i b l e f o r Landmark 
c e r t i f i c a t i o n . 

The Begis t iy o f National H i s to r i c Landmarks i s designed t o 
encourage the preservation o f the Nation's h i s t o r i c a l and archeo­
l o g i c a l her i tage. We w i l l be happy t o have you pa r t i c ipa te i n the 
Program. 

Sincerely yours. 

(S6D) GEORGE B. HAR720G, JR. 
Director 

Enclosures 

cc: -Mr . L i t t l e t o n P I T . i j i T i T i i e i i o n 



/ ( D a t e ) ^ 

Mr. George B. Hartzog, Jr., Director 
National Park Service 
DepELTtment of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 202^0 

Dear Mr. Hartzog: 

As the (eaeser-, owners) of ~ ^ C R T E R . F ^ / ^ M S located 
(iteme of site) 

' (City) -^(County) (State) 

^,we) hereby meike formal application for a certificate ( l-)-and 
bronze plaque, 17" x 18", ( designating this historic property 
as a Registered National Historic Landmark. (Check one or both as 
desired). 

1. Fully conscious of the high responsibility to the Nation 
that goes with the ownership and care of a property classified as 
having exceptional veilue and worthy of Registered National Historic 
Landmark status (•i,we) agree to preserve, so feur as practicable emd 
to the best of (s^,our) a b i l i t y , the historiccQ. Integrity of this 
important part of the national cultural heritage. 

2. Toward this end, (Ji',we) agree to continue to use the 
property only for purposes consistent with i t s historiceil character. 

3. (^iWe) also agree to permit an annual v i s i t to the property 
by a representative of the National Peirk Sei-vlce, as a basis for 
continxiing landmark status. 

k. I f , for any reason, the three conditions mentioned above 
cannot continue to be met, i t is agreed that the Registered National 
Historic Landmark status shall cease and that u n t i l such status i s 
restored by the Secretary of the Interior, neither the Registered 
National Historic Landmark Certificate nor the Plaque w i l l be 
displayed. 

Sincerely yours. 



August 26, 196k 
LL̂ a-RHAH 

NsMTs. WlUlsaA., Harry A., end 
V. 

k 

Terrell, Texas 

Dssr NMwni* Wmrtmtt 
We «Mr9 i J b — t o rM«iTs your appUcatioa fsr tte Mriifloeite 
M* ItwiM plA«M a—lgnsting th* ^rt«r VkUM Msr Terrsll, Texas, 
s Rsgistsrsd natloasl Hlsterlc LsaaMdXT*^"*'^* 

9 M HivUtry mt ItaUMMd HistMrle hnOmxkB Is «teUlst«r«d larsvly 
by tlM Bsglaiwl Offloss sf ths Matlvwa Psxk 8srrle«. 3iM« ths 
Psrtsr ytsms ars Iseatsd ia eur Sauttawsst R«sls«, say lafuirics 
3PM «sy vlsh to asks cswismtsc tlis Bsc(lstry nay bs sMrMssd t* 
WiiplsaBl BtMstor Osalel B. Bssrd, aauttor—t llagiM, •Ktlsaal Mt, 
Servlos, P. 0. BsK T2B, Smmtm Fs, Rav Mvdes d7501. 

'Whan tbm oartlfiaaika saA plaqina taava baw praparad, thay will ba 
ta yau by Mr* Baard ar by s rapraaaatatlva of his Offlea. 

yatt VIA tlM Barvlee*s halp la arraagii^ caraasalsa far the 
ftaaaatatlaa. Nr. Baard v l U ba ipmA ta assist yw. 

Wa ara bayigr ta hava tlM fwrtar Duns laclttdad la tlw Registry 

Cbarlaa V. Pertar I I I 
Chief Hlstarlaa 

co: 
Baglaaiil Director, Southwest w/ey appllcatlsa f^zn 
Mr. Littletoa 

JWWalker:gb 



October 1, 1964 
L58-RH 

Neaorandum 

To: Regional Director, Southwest Region 

From: Chief, Division of History Studies 

Subject: Registered National Historic Landmark Certificate 
for Porter Farms, Texas 

We are enclosing tha Registered National Historic Landmark 
Certificate for the Porter Farms, Texas in your Region* 

We would like to re-emphasize tha importance of notifying us 
well in advance whan all certificates are pressntad to tha 
respective owners. 

Robert M. Utlay 

Indosure 

cc: 

Mr^IAJjJfeleton 

JOLittleton:mg 



DEC 10 
mi 

Southwest Region 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 

7 1964 

Mr. William A. Porter 
Porter Farms 
Route k 
Terrell, Texas 

Dear Mr. Porter: / 

Historian Bill Brown has relayed to me the svibstance of his 
conversation with you on the phone tod&y regaining presentation 
of the oertifioate and plaque designating Porter Farms a 
Registered National Historic Landlnark. Your Idea to hold off 
the pjresentatlon until early Hay so that i t coincides with the 
Terrell Livestock Show is a good one. We are especially pleased 
with your thought that the Dallas representative of the Extension 
Service woiild be able, at that time, to participate in the 
program. Certainly this is highly appropriate, given the faot 
that Porter F̂ uraa has been designated a Landmark because it was 
the site of the Department of Agriculture's first farm demon­
stration project. 

Be assured that we will accommodate to whatever plans you people 
come up with, and the representative from the National Park 
Service will fit into the presentation program in the way most 
likely to contribute to its success, is a suggastion, we offer 
this: Our representative could make a short 5-minute talk on 
the slgnifloance of Landmark designation, then present the 
certificate and plaque to the Extensicui Agent, who could discuss 
the meaning of the fann demonstration program and the part tha 
Porter Farms played in getting that program going. Then he 
oould make the formal presentation to you. If this meets with 
your approval, we will plan our jnrt acoordingly. 

When you have a firm date in mind, let ua know and we will give 
you the nsiae of the Park Sejnrioe representative who will be 
present. 

S 



Mr. Brown w i l l be In your neighborhood on other b\«inesB on 
January 7, and w i l l try to get down to see you. Please don't let 
this Informal v i s i t disturb any plans that you might have for 
that day, since he w i l l Just be passing through. 

We are very happy indeed that you are participating in the Land­
mark program. 

Sincerely yours, 

(SIGNE1>) 

Daniel B. Beard 
Regional Director 

cc: 
Director (Attention: John Littleton, Historic Sites Survey)-< 
Dr. Wayne D, Rasmussen, Chief, Agricultural History Branch, 

Economic Research Service, U,S, Dept. of Agricultiire 
Washington 25, D.C, 



H3l^Rii 
Msy k, 1965 

To: Acting Assistant Director, Raaource Studies 
TUrougiiij Qalef, Division of History etudlee 

From: Chief, Ilational î urva of Historic Kites and Buildings 

I'eaas, to be daslgnsted a Registered 
"TTUadmark, May 5 

jara, near Terrell, Teatas, Iniportant In the history of 
agriculture (Agriculture lactensltm work was bom there), will 
receive Its certificate end plants, Nsy 5, st 12:00 nooa. i3uperin-
teadent Raiding, Plstt H.P., win r^rasent the JJervlce. 'Rie State 
Extension Dli^ctor, Jotm dutchlaawi and Count., Accent wyilc Roberts 
will participate in tho progroa. 

Z iiave notified iienators Yarborougii (ifc*. Dickie); and Tower (Klas 
Llnkou8)j end Congresaaan Roberts (Mrs. Glover). 

(fed. 
Jtoiw 0. Uttlston 

cc: 
16*. Richard Rodgsru, liooa 51X9 

Mr. Harrison 
Mr. Everhart 

JOLittleton:gb 



T E X A S A & M U N I V E R S I T Y 

AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION SERVICE 

Kaufaan, Texas 
May 5, 1965 

RECEIVED 

MAY t955 
PLATT NAT-t PARK 

Supt -Z, 
Chief, I & P____Z_. 
Adm. Assist 
Clerk-Steno 
Ranger. 

Foreman. . 

Mr. Oooald Spalding 
Supt. Piatt Natiooal Park 
Sulphur, Oklahooia 

Bear Mr. Spaldiag: 

I an sorry I waa ao busy aad tied up with the livestock 
ahow that I did not get to express our sincere appreciatien 
for yaur part in yesterday's program at the Porter Farm. 
I meant to viait with you after the ceremony hut did 
net get a chance. 

From a l l indications the program was very significant and 
impressive. 

Thanking you again, I am 

Sincerely yours. 

Wylie Roberts, 
County ^ r i . Agent 

WR:mb 

cc. Mr. Ted Martin 
District Agent 



Piatt National Park 
P, 0. Box 539 

Sulphur, OklsUioma 73086 

H54 Kay 10, 1965 

Memorandum 

To: laglonal Director, Southwest Region 

Fran: Superintendent, Piatt 

Subject: Historic Lantinark Presentation - Porter Fairos 

Enclosed are the various materials furnished by Regional Historian 
B i l l Brown, so that I oould make the presentation of the plaque 
and certificate at the Porter Fams, Terrell, Texas. 

A copy of the news article appearing in the Dallas Morning News 
is also enclosed. 

The progran went off without a hitch, and approximately 500 people 
witnessed the colorful ceremonies held at the Porter Fams. Fran 
all Indications, the plaque and certificate were extremely well 
received. Mr. John Porter, son of the original fam owner, accepted 
the plaque and was most grateful to the National Park Service and 
the Department of the Interior, for recognising the fine work 
that his father acccmpllshed with Dr. Seaman Knapp In setting up 
the first farm demonstration area. 

It was a pleasure f or me to make this presentation in your behalf. 
Any time we can be of service to your office we are pleased to do 
so. 

Donald M. Spalding 

Enclosures 



The Dallas Morning News 
Dallas, Texas 
May 6, 1965 

orter 1̂  arm Named 
istorical Site 
By TOM MILLIGAN 

Farm Editor of The News 
TERRELL, Texas — The 800-

acre Porter Farm north of here 
took its place Wednesday among 
a select 500 spots in America 
when it was designated as a regis 
istered national historic 'and 
mark. 

About 300 witnessed the cere­
monies. 

It was on the Porter Farm in 
1903 that agricultural extension 
work was born. 

During that year, Dr. Seaman A. 
Knapp, then a high official of the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
established an on-the-farm dem­
onstration to inaugurate the in­

formal education system for agri­
culture. 

Wednesday, DonaJd Spalding of­
the Piatt National Park in 
Sulphur, Okia,. representing the 
Department of Interior's National 
Park Service, presented a plaque 
and certificate to John Hutchi­
son of College Station, director of 
the Texas Agricultural Extension 
Service. 

Hutchison in turn presented the 
plaque to the senior member of 
the Porter clan present, John 
Porter of Dallas. Three other sons 
of the original farm demonstrator 
were present—the present opera­
tors of the farm, Harry and Bill 
and a silent partner, Walter, also 
of Dallas. 

Spalding said for the past eight 
years, the Interior Department 
has been surveying sites of his­
torical interest which fill a gap 
in United States history. 

Other Texas sites previously 
designated include the Alamo at 
San Antonio and the San Jacinto 
Battleground near Houston. 

Hutchison said the first year's 
demonstration on the Porter 
Farm included farming tech­
niques proven profitable by re­
search. _ 

A 25-acre patch of cotton, 24 
acres of corn and smaller acre­
ages of peas and sorghum were 
grown under the weatchful eye 
of Porter and Dr. Knapp. The 
use of fertilizer was demonstrat­
ed with significant yield improve­
ment achieved on the cotton. 

The annual Kaufman County jun­
ior livestock show was held here 
Wednesday in conjunction with 
the ceremonies. 

For several years, the Porters 
have allowed the 4-H Club mem­
bers and Future Farmers of the 
county to show their livestock on 
the farm. 

Kaufman County businessmen 
[support the show with prize mon-
'ey and ribbons. 

—Dallas News Stafr Photo. 

This national historical site marker will be placed 
on the marble monument already erected on Porter ' 
Farm designating it as the place where agricultural 
extension work began. Left to right are Donald 
Spalding, John Porter and John Hutchison, princi­
pals in the ceremonies at the farm Wednesday. 

co: Southwest Region Piatt National Park 



May 12, I965 
E3k 

Memorandum 

To: Director 

From: Regional Director 

Subject: National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings: 
Porter Farms Landmark Presentation 

Attached is Superintendent Spalding's report on this presenta­

tion. The ceremony was obviously a success, and we very much 

appreciate Mr. Spalding's help and cooperation i n representing 

the Service and Department, 

/s/ Daniel B. Beard 

Enclosure 

cc: 

Supt., Piatt 

COPY 



T E X A S A & M U N I V E R S I T Y 

AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION SERVICE 

Kaufman, Texas 
A p r i l 5, 1965 

Mr. Daniel B. Beard 
Regional Director 
U. S. Dept. of The I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
Southwest Region 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 

Dear Mr. Beard: 

MPS 50UTHV/£ST SEGIONAL OFPiC£ 

APR 8-ir:3 

Jterjlonol Diic*:lor 

Fil* 

Datt :{ 

We need to f i r m up the program f o r the presentation 
ceremonies at the Porter Farms i n T e r r e l l on May 5 
during the noon hour at the Junior Livestock Show. 

As I wrote you, State Extension Director, John 
Hutchison and you w i l l p a r t i c i p a t e i n the presentation. 
Your suggestion.of a program i n your l e t t e r to Mr. 
Porter of December 7 sounds f i n e to us. You can 
make a short t a l k on the significance of Landmark 
designation, then present the c e r t i f i c a t e and plaque 
to Director Hutchison. He could then discuss the 
meaning of the farm demonstration program and the 
part the Porter Farms played. Then he could make 
the formal presentation to the Porter family. 

I f t h i s meets with your approval and a l l others 
concerned we w i l l plan such a program. 

Looking forward t o hearing from you, I am 

Yours t r u l y , 

Wylie Roberts, 
County Agent 

WR:mb •C 
GG Mr. John Hutchison 

Mr. .Ted Martin 
Mr. B i l l Porter 



CouthvMt Begion 
Santa f̂ . Hew X«xloo 87̂ 0̂1 

APR 1 2 ^ 

I^ . kyll* Robartft. County Â pent 
Agrioultural Sxtttwion S«nrlo« 
Vtuttm, Texas 

Dear Mr. Roberts: 

national Director Boar<l has aalced lae to reply to y<»ir l«H:ter 
of April ^ rogardlne the Pyl̂ f̂ Landaartc presentation 
at Terrell. Mr. Besrd hsa 1)e«i dsUsd avay to Mssbington snd 
will not be able to attend the owmaaf. To set in his atesd. 
he lias iqppointed Superint«'>dcnt Donald Spalding of Plstt 
Sstlowl tiKVk in Sulphur. Oklshoss* Mr. SpsldlJig will srrive 
in Terrell st U sja.. Hay .̂ snd will be happy to meet vith 
7<m st thst tSjsB to srrsngs flnsl detaila sa to hla part in 
tiie progrsA. ini&xt drop bis s line to tell hln preelse 
plsoe to aeet you; his a«illng addrssa is f.O. Box 
Sulphur, Oklahens. Ths progrHi fbflast that you have ostlined 
la fine. 

{br. Spalding will bring with hla tUs pls«ia snd oertifioate. 
In the event thst you nsed to discuss matters with hlai, ha 
can be reached st the tlstt HstlcMl Fsrk pliono number: 
Sulphur. 49. 

Ve are very b̂ ppy to bs able to ôln with the Porter fsnlly 
snd tba Agricultural lixtansion Servles in reoojjnialng UUs 
liqportsnt chapter in the history of sgrieulture in Jiaeries. 

Sineerely yours, 

VUllsm E. Broun 
Wtglonal illstorltti 

cc: 
Siapt.. Piatt 
Mr. William A. Porter, Porter Parma, Route k, Terrell, Texas 
Director (Attn: Littleton) w/cqpy of incoming..——— j j * 
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TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION SERVICE 

Kaufman, Texas 
Feb. 19, 1965 

Mr. Daniel B. Beard 
Regional Director 
National Park Service 
Santa Fe, N. Mexico 

Dear Mr. Beard: 

Mr. W. A. Porter, of the Porter Farms, has asked me to write 
you concerning the presentation of the certificate and plaque, 
I have arranged for State Extension Director, John E. Hutchison, 
to be present and participate i n the suggested ceremony you 
sent Mr, Porter. The date for the Terrell Jr. Livestock Show, 
at which the presentation w i l l be made during the noon hour, 
has been set now for May 5. 

Looking forward to seeing you then, I am 

Sincerely yours. 

Wylie Roberts, 
County Agent 

m :Mb 

CC Mr. Hutchison 

Texas A&Ivi University and U. S. Department of Agrl. Cooperating_ 



MAR 1 2 1965 

Southwest Region 
Santa Pe, New Mexico 

MAR 9 1965 

Mr. Vfylle Roberts 
County Agent 
Agricultural Extension Service 
Eaufiaan, Texas 

Dear Mr. Roberts: 

Thank you for your letter of February 19• It la indeed good 
to know that State Extension Director John E. Hutchiaon T#ill 
be present at the Porter.larms Landmark presentation at the 
Terrell Livestock S'feow'wrMay 5. It appears that thia will 
be a fine demonstration of Federal, State, and private 
cooperatlcm. 

I assume that the program suggeated in my letter to Nr. Porter 
ef December 7, 1961̂ , will f i t in to your plans, insofar aa our 
participation la concerned. In view of the interest in the 
Porter Farms Landmark deaignation, as represented by Mr. 
Hutchison's participaticm, I will do best to be there. If 
I can't be, I will send ray representative. 5y ao later than 
April 15 I will confirm with you on this matter, I or my 
representative will bring the Landmark plaque and certificate 
at that time, unless prior shipment would be more convenient 
for you. 

Sincerely yours. 

Daniel B. Beard 
Regional Director 

cc: 
Director w/copy of Incoming (Attn: Littleton)" ' 
Regional Director w/copy of incoming 
Mr. William A, Porter, Porter Farms, Route 4-, Terrell, Texas 
Mr, Wayne D. Rasmussen, Chief, Agricultural History Branch, 

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.C. 
WEBrown w/copy of incoming 



1801 Rio Grande #104A 
Austin, Texas 

December 29, 1965 

National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear S irs : 

Please send me information about the Porter Farm near 

Terre l l , Texas, which was designated last May 5 as a 

national historic landmark. Why was this farm selected 

for this recognition? What are the requirements involved? 

How did i t cone to your attention? Please include a l i s t 

of the other 500 landmarks. 

Sincerely, 

/ s / (Miss) Barbara Jaska 

C O P Y 



January 12, 1^6 

Miee Sarbara Jaska 
IBOI Rio iiraade #104A 
Austin, Texee 

Dear Miss Jaska: 

We are enclosing a brief deaexiption of the historical 
importance of the Porter_Fa«i, Texas, aad a folder 
on the Registered National Historic Lancbnork Program, 

Porter Farm was selected fer Laadnark status in the 
history oJ agriculture, and eaaie to the attention of our 
Survey field staff as part of that theme of study, 

Bnclosed also ie a booklet llstiag the Landmark sites 
selected through January 31, 1965, and two press releases 
giving the names of additional sites selected since that 
date. 

Sincerely yours. 

SIGNED' 
Rogers W, Ypxing 
Acting Chief, Division of 

History Studies 

Bnclosttres 

cc: 

Regional Director , SW w/c inc , 

Mr. L i t t l e t o n 

JGLittleton;mg 



REGISK̂ y OF KATION/J. HISTORIC L.'iI]Ê'L'iFJCS 

BIELmAI. IKSPECTIOK REPORT 

1. NMia and Location: 
Porter Farm 
Terrell, Texas 

2. Type of LandiGark: Historic 

Theme: 7c3. 
America at Work 
Science and Invention 
Agriculture 

3. Crvmer: William A. Porter 

a. vrnen designated: 

b. Present: ( x) Sajne 

( ) New 

Date: October I97O 

Inspscted by: 

M, J. Becker 

Person Contacted: 

William Porter 

k. Use: Seed grain farn 

a. When designated: 

b. Present: ( X) Sace 

( ) Changed as follows; 



5. Plaque and Certificate: Location and condition -

a. Plaque stored i n buflding adjacent to office, 

b. Certificate i n office safe 

6. Physical condition: 

a. When desigiiated: Excellent 

b. Present: (X ) Excellent; ( ) Good; ( ) Fair; 

( ) Poor 

ConsEisats; Several markers adjacent to office building. Owner Intends to 
build a turn out to acconaiodate State and Erttension Service markers 
and w i l l add historic landmark plaque at that time. 

Present farm comprised of approximately S50 acres. 



?. Special Problems: None 

8. Suggestions offered to the owner: None 

Michael J. Becker 

NATIONAL mSTOEIG LANDMARK 



• • MA'LTONAL lirSTORIC LMlpySKK 
JUEimAL. V I S I T K£?ORT 

SITE P o r t e r Farm 

LOCATION T e r r e l l , T e x a s 

DAY(S) V I S I T E D _ 8/12/77 

Hoi i t h Day (a ) Year 

VISITED BY Robert S. M i l l e r 

(N: l a ) 

Chief Park Ranger 

( T i t l e ) 

Chickasaw N a t i o n a l Recrea t ion Area 

( A d d r n s s ) 

405-622-3162 

(Phone I'iucjber) 

PERSON(S) CO^^TACTiiD, WITH T I T L £ ( S ) 

REPORT SUBMITTED BY: 

ITaae 

T i t leCr/c ' f= / / ? /c /? ? « 

V yz'c-
Date 



Ri.I'ORT 

I . D i d yon Tiave any d i l f : c u l t y n a k i i i g c o n t a c t \ ; i t : h t\v^ c-.;p..'i: o r a t l n i a i ^ i r r a l o r 
i n ndvaace o f y o u r v i s i t ? Yes i ;o__X _ I f y e s , plea3e d e s c r i b e : 

I I . D i d you f e e l t h a t y o u r v i s i t was welcoae? ^ n o t \;alcorae? 
I f n o t , p l e a s e d e s c r i b e c i r c u n i s t a n c e s : 

I I I . I7as t h e m a t e r i a l p r o v i d e d by SURO ample and h e l p f u l ? Yes ^ No 
I f n o t , pleasfe: e x p l a i n : 

I V . A p p r o x i m a t e l y how l o n g d i d you spend a t t h e s i t e ? 1 hour 

V. P lease d e s c r i b e t h e c o n d i t i o n o f t h e s i t e ( s t r u c t u r e ( s ) , g r o u n d s , 
f u r n i s h i n g s , e t c . ) 

Mature t r e e s , t a l l g rass , major p o r t i o n o f o r i g i n a l 70 acres under c u l t i v a t i o n 
of r y e . Farm to Market Road 986 r u n s . f r o m center o f east •boundary through 
s i t e to SW co rne r . 

v r . Based on t h e r e a s o n s f o r t h e o r i g i n a l d e s i g n a t i o n , i s I t y o u r o p i n i o n t h a t 
the integrity of the site is being adequately maintained? Yes llo_ 
I f n o , p l e a s e e x p l a i n : 

V I I . P lease d e s c r i b e i n d e t a i l t h e rnanagenent o f the s i t e (owner-managed, 
oi^ployee-inanaged, government-managed, e t c . ) : 

O^mcr managed - operated as commercial f a r m i n g o p e r a t i o n as o r i g i n a l l y used. 

V m . I n your o p i n i o n , i s t he s i t e management £ lequate? Yes X ^ 0 I f 
you have any i c s e r v a t i o n s , p l ea se d e s c r i b e : 

Es ta te w i l l con t inue managcinent i n "u ture - present h e i r s have vnr i t t en 
agreement to m a i n t a i n I n t e g r i t y o f s i t e . 



I X . I s t h e s i t e USE l o r cor :~ .e rc ia l purpes^-s? Ye. c r.o I f y e s , does 
t h i s p r e s - n t r n y p r a b T f r . s r e l a t e d t o : . -a in ta in iag~The iTTtJgr 1 Ly o t the 5.ite? 
Yes T:O I f y e s , p l ea se f . e s c r i b . - : 

No problems » • 

X. Please describe any f i n a n c i a l proble~:3 r e l a t e d t o the s i t e : "" • 

None 

X I . VTliat o t h e r p r o b l e m s d i d you e n c o u n t e r , i f any? . : . 

None • • • 

X I I . ITnat s p e c i f i c s u g g e s t i o n s , i f any , d i i you make t o the owner o r a d m i n i s t r a t o ' j 

Apply f o r H i s t o r i c Easement f o r tax purposes. . " " 

X I I I . VJhat f o l l o : ^ - u p a c t i o n do you sugges t f o r t h e SWRO and /o r o t h e r s ? 

See a t tached sheet 

X I V . I s t h e r e any u r g e n c y r e g a r d i n g t h a s u j s e s t e d a c t i o n ? Yes _ n o 
I f y e s , p l e a s e c l a r i f y : 

XV. I f t h i s s i t e i s b e i n g managed under the terms o f a s i g n e d agreement , has 
t h e p l a q u e been mounted? Yes >̂  l l o ^ I f ye s , d e s c r i b e e x a c t 
l o c a t i o n . I f n o , p l e a s e e x p l a i n why i t has n o t been accep ted o r n o t 
been m o u n t e d . A l s o , d e s c r i b e l o c a t i o n o f t h e C e r t i f i c a t e . 

See a t tached sheet 

Ques t ions? 

(PLEASE ENCLOSE PHOTOS, CLIPPINGS, COPIES OF CORRESPONDENCE, OR ANY 
OTHER I-L\TERTALS VJHICH VMLL SUPPLEL'KJ5T THE INFOR.M^TION GIVEN I N THE 
REPORT) 



2 A 

X I I I . Write to I n s t i t u t e of Taxas Culture 
San Antonio, Texas 

with copies to: Director, Texas Agriculture 
Extension Service 
College Station, Texas 

and Dr. H. 0. Kunkel 
Dean, School of Agriculture 
Texas A&M 
College Station, Tr -as 

suggesting further research in t o extension service, especially i n reference 
to Porter Farm and include exhibit to such at the I n s t i t u t e of Texas Culture. 

This apparently was started some time igo and was never followed up on. The 
extension service has a copy of the enclosed document. Also, NPS should enter 
into agreement with the Texas Agrucultural Extension Service at Texas A&M to 
rep r i n t the enclosed brochure. The brochure should include Dr. Knapps now 
famous saying: 

Wiat a man hears, he may doubt 
\fliat he sees, he may possibly d( ubt 
Wiat he does himself, he cannot doubt 

— Dr. Seaman A. Kiapp 

XV. The NPS plaque i s Mounted together with the Texas State H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission Roadside H i s t o r i c a l Marker and the A g r i c u l t u r a l Extension Service 
monument which bears Dr. Knapps philosophy as stated i n Item 13. 

The c e r t i f i c a t e i s prominately hung on the wall of Mr. Porters business o f f i c e . 

The NPS plaque and above mentioned markers are located i n the extreme SW corner 
of the o r i g i n a l 70 acres near Mr. Porters o f f i c e and other farm structures. 
This location I s on the south side of FM 986. Unfortunately, as one faces 
the plaque to read them, your back i s to the 70 acre s i t e and you gaze south 
over other farm lands. 

Mr. Porter stated that he had reached an agreement with the Texas Highway 
Department to replace the plaques o f f the right-of-way on the north s-ide of 
FM986. This would have faced the viewer onto the major portion of the 
o r i g i n a l experimental f i e l d s . However, the Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
wanted them i n t h e i r present location and there they set. 
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. iif ^ i i i c l l ill ilie Pottiy CI nnniiy. That 
'.j]iin;j;. ilic Pouris br"̂ nn to f.nm ri^ Knapp hnd 
^ i'/;<•^Ic(l. Farincis and hnsinPsMntn bad raised 

1000 to (over Miy ; uv->iblc losses from fanning 
1 tin's "new way." Rut the money was ne\er 

iisid. Cotton on the (k-munstrntion ntrcnge 
nciicd lonsiderably more than Porter liad ever 
made. 

fhe 70 acres set aside for the dcmoustration 
wtre moderately rolling. The soil was a light 
smily loiiui with clay base, wh; i had been 
planted to cotton and corn for 28 ears without 
commercial feriilizers. 

Dr. Sciitttftn A. Knapp 

Dr. Knapp instructed Porter to divide 37 
acres into equal plats. Before planting, the land 
Mas disked, cross-disked, and harrowed. Cotton 
seed was planted an inch deep in rows three and 
a half feet apart. The planter dri l l was followed 
by a roller which firmed the soil aroimd the 
seed. 

From May 1 to May 3, the plats were har­
rowed. Twelve days later they were "side 
harrowed" and cultivated. From May 15 to 
May IS, the cotton was chopped to an 18-inch 
spacing in the row and plowed every 12 days 
thereafter imtil .August I . 

Cotto sects reduced the possible >ii l(l by 
about one half. 

Still tlic intensive (idiiwuiun and J u l ! 
showed (L-sulls. 

On the first plat, theie had been 'JUO pounds 
per acre of fertilizer containing phosphorus, pot­
ash, and cotton.seed applied at planting, i he 
yield on that field %vas 32G.fi pounds of lint per 
acre. On an adjoining field, new to cultivation 
but handled just as Porter had always uwn 
foiton, the yield was just ir)6.6 pounds of lint 
j>cr acre. 

Plat 2 in the dcmouslratiou f m had 1 ;cn 
in cowpeas and corn the year ber. re. Ferliliired 
just as Plat 1, this plat showed tl e effect of the 
legumes by jjroducing 411.4 poniids of lint per 
acre. 

So the demonstrations indie • d lliat ivith 
mcKlerate fertilization and better t ':ige, a Kauf­
man Coimty fanner could cxpt t almost to 
double his cotton yield. Plat 2 hinted that he 
could more han double it if he would use ferti­
lizer, prai ;ice better tillage and use a legume 
preceding cotton. 

When AVal r Porter adtled up figures after 
hai-\est that >i ir, he found that he had netted 
.̂ 700 more off the 70 acres than he would have 
if lie had followed his usual practices. 

The figmes impressed himdreds of others, in­
cluding James Wilson, Secretary of Agricidture 
at that time. The development of similar co-
oj^rative demonstration work was iTipid. By 
1904, Dr. Knapp opened n office for the 
"Farmers Cooperative Demonstr ion Work" in 
Houston and employed 33 age ts. Later the 
county became the unit of work, and in 1906 
the first agent, W. C. Stallings, was appointed 
to work in Smith County, ^exas. 

In 1911, the first law was passed by the Texas 
Legislature authorizing comity commissioners' 



Brood cori>s on (he Porter farm, Terrell, Texos. roduclive pnan trees grfire the piislurcs. 

courts to appropriate money for agents" salaries, 
dit years after the first county agricidtural 
nts were apjjointcd, the first ' omc di lOn-

stration agent; Mrs. Edna W. Trigg, was ap­
pointed for Milam County. Shortly after, Texas 
A&M College—now Texas .\ScM University—be­
came a partner when a cooperative agreement 
was made between the U. S. Department of Agri­
culture and the AS:M College. 

Now, the Texas .Agricultural Extension Serv­
ice, a part of Texas A8:M University, emj^loys 
a professional staff of more than 800 j>ersons, 
most of whom are county isersonnel. The Exten­
sion Service is supported by a partnership of 
county, state and federal governments. 

Demonstrations, such as those first developed 
on the Porter Farm, continue to be a major 

method by nhich :.^riculturc, home economics, 
nnd related subjects are taught to adults and 
\oiingsters in Texas, the Lhilicd States, and in­
deed l!uout;hout ihe world. 

TcMlay ilie Poiter Farm is still operated by 
the Porter family. Nfajor cnterjnises are . . . 

Small grains including oats, wheat and 

rye for seed. 

Beef cattle; aboiU 100 mother cows. 

Cowpeas for catining and !"or seed. 

May—mostly couunon bermudagrass. 

Hairy vetch seed. 

Custom work for neighbors in seed 
processing. 

The Farm was designated a National Hi-tor-
ical Landmark in 1965. 



F o r m 10-317 
(Sept. IQSyi 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
I. STATE 1 2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE. WRITE "ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO. 

XVIIa • iigri<i"ifc"M 
3. NAME(S) OF SITE 4. APPROX. ACREAGE 

Porter Plum SQO 
5. EXACT LOCATION (County, township, roads, etc. If difficult to find, sketch on Supplementary Sheet) 

•Pyn Mil— nayth of nn Pprm RnmA Kmufmun nn«inty 
6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Also administrator if different from owner) 

Mr. Millinm A. Pofter, Pnrtar Pawn, Tttprull, 'Fmnm^ 
7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (DescrVte briefly u hni makes site important and u hal remains are ertani) 

On February 26, 1903, agricultural extenalon work uaa bom. It vas la Texaa on 
llii Walter C. Porter farm near Terrell that the first cooperative fam dnmstratlon 
vas aatabllshed. Frtai thia one demonstration the entire nation-wide Afrlcultural 
Extmslon Service haa developed—for 60 years influencing agriculture and better 
rural living in Taxas, tha Ration and throughout the world. 

In 1903 famera and bualness men in Kaufman County, like others over the State, 
were aaarchlng f<»> methods to stop the spread of the cottcm boll weevil, which was 
threatoiing to ruin Uieir (sie-crop ftaaing eeonoov. They heard about a aan. Dr. 
fliwn A. Knapp—special agent of the U.S. Departaant of Agriculture and fomar 
Preaid«it of Iowa Agricultural College—\dio had been successful in helping rice 
farmers in Southwest Loxiisiana to overcc^ problema in rice growing. Vhen the people 
of Terrell invited Dr. Khapp to visit their county early in I903, he came and talked 
with them about faxiaing methods that migiit stop the boll weevil. His idea was for 
one farmer to conduct a domonstration for the entire county, planting and growing 
the crop according to methods Knapp would recommend. Porter agraed to use his farm 
for thia demons tratim md business men of the oaunty placed $1,000 in the bank to 
cover any losses tAiich Porter might suffer. Not a dollar of this fund was neadad. 
Hhan final accounting took place. Porter found the new methods netted him aora 
cotton per acre than ever before. 

Because the boll weevil waa rapidly beooalng of nati<mal concern the Department 
of Agriculture adopted methods uaed on the Porter farm and tha Secretary of 
AgricultuTO authorised Dr. Kttapp to lamediately establiah other denonatrations on 

Qy 190<l Dr. Knapp found it nseeeaary to open an offlea for the 
I' Cooperative DoKmstratlon Work" in Houston and eaiployed 33 aganta. Later 

the county became tha unit of work, and in I906 the first county agent, V. C. 
Stallings, was aiq;>olnted to wox'.c in Smltl-i County, Texas. 

Farm demonstration work spread rapidly across the country, becoming one of 
the great educational Institutions of America. As tiie idea spread geographically, 
becoming nation-wide with the paasage of tha Salth-Levar Act (oont, on next page) 
8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Oite tjest sources: give location oflnaniiseripis and rare works) 

"Golden Anniversary of the Farm Demonstaration, 1903-1953" (PaB?)lilet published by  
Texas A. and M. College, 1953); Wayne D. B«ia—in»t«>ti fifrtteM to Iht IttBtgrY ftf American Afcrlculture (Urbana, 19^0); Seaman A. Knapp, "The Work of the Conaunlty Demonstratlcai  
Farm at Terrell, Texas." Bulletin M( 

O.B. itei't.in ŷ ff inarnnffltmilnn tf^rKi 
tin Mo. 51. Bureau of Plant Industry (Waslilngton, I905);  

TT n i M I KnapptB (cent. on next page) 
9 REPORTS AND STUDIES (.Mention best reports nndsludies, as, NPSstudy, IIAHS. etc.) 

10. PHOTOGRAPHS' n. CONDITION 12. PRESENT USE (Museum, farm, etc.) 13. DATE OF VISIT 

ATTACHED: YES Q NO • Rxcellent Fflfni 
M. NAME OF RECORDER (Siynature) 15. TITLE 16. DATE 

]/\J JM4—."X^ , ^fsp-^ H i a t o p l a n Dec. 11, 1Q6B 
•DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X lOW SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE. DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH. AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER GIVE 

LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED. ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES. 

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEEL 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER) 
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6. Description and Importance (cont'd) . . . 

STATE NAME(S) OF SITE 

7. Inportance ami Description (cent.) 

in 191U, the scopo of tiie work also Inoraaaed, extending beyond faming 
m aud'i, to home econcwaica m>& the betterment of rural life and culture. Boys' 
Com Clid>8, Ladies* Canning Societies, Clubs, and intensified county fair 
activities all stem from the extension work begun on the Porter Farm. 

In the 60 years since Uie first farm daaonstratlon «nrk liijin, tite A«;rl-
cultural iixtenslon Service has touched Wie lives of millions of farm families, 
xielping tiiem to naî e tlje best of their land and crops, animals and labor, capital 
Qjid climate. It tcaias up tlie farmer and tî je scientist, meets the fenaer and his 
i'amily in tmiv om situation; and helps tlien the findings of research within 
tiie pattern of tlieir own resources. 

Tbe sons of Walter C. Porter, Willlan Oiid JIarry, s t i l l operate the oriijinal 
dMKKiatratton Pun^ tbair alant little cotton. Instaad. t̂ nar fMMiMlMte on 
vetch seed production with mi interplanting of rye ajiU oats. They also posture 
cattle. TlTO original demonstration fields border lae road, and original farm 
houses arc s t i l l used by tiie Porter family. A lacaiument erected by Oia Agricultural 
ttltnaion Service faces tiie deaonstration fields and reads as folio^Js: 

WAS ESTABLISJED JOIMTLy Hi 

HP. and Mrs. Ualtar C. forter 

Tlie People of Terrell 

EOlOKSTIiATION OF SGI£NTIPIC 

AORICOLTURE OM THE LAilD WAS 

THE BiiGIifiilllO Of 

AGRICULTURAL EXTEIfSKKt SiKVICE, 

(cont.) 
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Tmanm Porter Bam 

7. XE5)ortance and Description (ccait.) 

l ^ t a hears, he may doubt 

What he sees, he may possibly doubt 

Wliat ho does himself, he cannot doubt 

--Ur. Seaman A. Knapp 

8. Bibliograpliical References (cont.) 

Contribution to CivilXzatton (San Antonio, 19^1); u.iS. Department of Agriculture, 
Yearbook of Agrlcult\ire. 19b2 (Washington, 1$63); Joseph C. Bailey, Seaman A. 

Schoolmaster ol^ AmericanAgri culture (New York, 19*̂ 5̂). 
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Qse Eational Sirvey of Historic Sites aad Biildings: 

Porter fhaa, Tesas 

CQ Pebsuary £6, 1903, agricultural estenslon work n̂ as bom. I t wag 
in Taras cm the Walt^ C. Porter fixm near Terrell tbat the f i r s t 
cooperative fann deaonstration •boc& place. From this one dscoastration 
the entire aation-^ide Agrieultiiral Ejctension Service 1 ^ developed — 
for 60 years anflueocing agricislturs and better rural l iving i n Stexae, 
the natioQj and throughout tfee world. 

PasBi demoastratioa irovk spread rapidly across the country, beccssing 
one of the great educational insti-fcuticaio of Mertca., As tbe idea 
spread gec^aphically, beccsming nation-wide with the passage of the 
aaith-Lever Act i n 191^ the scope of the -aoifk also increased, extend-
iag beyond faj-Bing sethods, as such, to hoDa© eccmomicis and the betterment 
of rural l i f e aad culture. Boy*s Cbm Clubs, Ladies' (Winning Societies, 
'f-H dubs, aad intensified county f a i r activities a l l stem from the 
extension >rark begun on the Porter itom. 

Sis sons of Walter C. Porter s t i l l operate the original desonstration 
farm two mil*^ north of Tas^ell oa Ston Road 986. The original 
demonstre±ion fields border the road, aad the original f am houses 
are s t i l l used by ths Etorfcer fMnily, 

HSHSB-JPC 



Porter Farm monument and experimental fields. 
N.P.S. 




