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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Today the Resaca b a t t l e f i e l d merely suggests conditions as they were i n 1846. 
The bend of the Resaca, once dense with chaparral of mesquite and cactus has 
been cleared, and u n t i l recently was planted as a ci t r u s orchard. This has 
been removed and i s now an open f i e l d used fo r polo. The outlying areas are 
heavily developed r e s i d e n t i a l l y , losing completely any remaining h i s t o r i c a l 
i n t e g r i t y . At least the Resaca de l a Palma, once., f i l l e d i n has been 
excavated and again contains water. The t a l l palms that suggested the name 
of the Resaca are s t i l l standing. A Texas Centennial Commission montjment 
marks the s i t e , but a cannon placed by General James Parker during 1920-21 
has been removed about h mile north of the s i t e . The intrTasions are so 
great that no attempt at preservation i s possible. The only remaining 
open space, although i t no longer retains o r i g i n a l landscape features i s 
the major portion of the active b a t t l e f i e l d and serves w e l l i n a com­
memorative function. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The b a t t l e of Resaca de l a Palma was one of only two important battles of the 
Mexican War fought on what i s now American s o i l . Following the Mexican 
retreat from the Battle of Palo Alto on May 8, General Zachery Taylor and his 
army followed them to the Resaca de l a Palma, where f i g h t i n g resumed. 
Deploying his i n f a n t r y through the high chaparral and sending his cavalry i n a 
sudden charge down the road, Taylor captured enemy a r t i l l e r y and caused the 
foot soldiers to withdraw. With heavy losses i n a r t i l l e r y and personnel, the 
Mexican army retreated across the Rio Grande. These events led t o the 
successful invasion of Mexico, demonstrating the superiority of American 
arms which gained the United States new prestige at home and abroad. 

HISTORY 

Early i n 1846, General Zachary Taylor received orders to take possession of 
the t e r r i t o r y l y i n g between the Nueces and Rio Grande Rivers. Accordingly, 
he started southward with a part of his force from Corpus C h r i s t i overland, 
sending his supplies and mvanitions by boat. After a d i f f i c u l t march across 
the vast t e r r i t o r y , the Army encamped on March 24, 1846, near Los Fresnos, 
ten miles north of the present Brownsville, remaining four days while 
supplies were brought from Point Isabel. On March 28 they reached the Rio 
Grande where they began construction of earthworks d i r e c t l y on the banks of 
the r i v e r . The post was f i r s t known as Fort Taylor but was renamed Fort 
Brown i n honor of Major Jacob Brown who was f a t a l l y wounded on May 9 when 
the f o r t was beseiged by Mexican troops from Matamoros. 

Movement of the American army south from Corpus C h r i s t i had been the signal 
for t±ie concentration of Mexican troops at Matamoros. General Ar i s t a was 
appointed Mexican Commander-in-Chief to supercede General Pedro Ampudia, 
with a t o t a l of 5,200 regulars and 26 pieces of a r t i l l e r y . 

General Ar i s t a moved the concentration of the Mexican cavalry at Rancho 
SoliseRo, 26 miles west of Matamoros with a view of cut t i n g o f f Taylor's 
supplies. He crossed from Soliseno on A p r i l 24 and took a position on 
the Point Isabel road near Loma Alta, 9 miles north of Brownsville. Upon 
hearing of the move, Taylor, with his en t i r e force except for some 50 men 
remaining at Fort Brovm, l e f t on May 1 for the coast, a r r i v i n g at Point 
Isabel on May 5. Believing that Taylor was about to withdraw e n t i r e l y , 
the Mexicans crossed from Longoreno on May 1 i n pursuit of Taylor, leaving 
a force to beseige the f o r t . 

(Continued) 
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Taylor, having received news of the Mexican movement, departed from Point 
Isabel on May 7. On the following day the Americans and Mexicans confronted 
each other on the B a t t l e f i e l d of Palo Alto. 

After each army was unable to advance, the Mexicans r e t i r e d southward during 
the early hours of May 9 and made a stand at Resaca Guerrero, since known as 
Resaca de l a Palma. Here they planted three cannons and the greater part of 
tJaeir i n f a n t r y on the north bank of the Resaca. Supporting these were four 
cannons on the south side of the Resaca, d i s t r i b u t e d on each side of the 
road from Point Isabel, with the remainder of the i n f a n t r y planted on the 
bank of the Resaca. The cavalry was d i s t r i b u t e d along the western turn of 
the Resaca and a body called "Defensores de Tampico" was hidden i n the 
woods west of the old road which ran south from the Resaca Rancho Viejo i n 
the d i r e c t i o n of Brownsville. In f r o n t and to the north of the position 
taken by the Mexicans there was a praire about three miles i n length, 
t h i c k l y covered with sacahuiste or wire grass. To the west, along the 
road on both sides, there was also a dense growth of ebony, mesquite, and 
other native cover. The a r t i l l e r y , which had been so effe c t i v e the previous 
day, was greatly impeded i n i t s progress by the wire grass. 

Realizing that a r t i l l e r y alone could not dislodge the enemy. General Taylor 
ordered Captain May of the Dragoons to charge the position. This was done 
successfully and the Mexican army quickly retreated. General Ar i s t a 
narrowly escaped capture, his tent and a l l his personal effects f a l l i n g 
i n t o the hands of the Americans. His forces f l e d toward the Rio Grande 
while a l l the Mexican a r t i l l e r y and supplies f e l l i n t o the hands of the 
victorious Americans. 
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The boundary has been drawn to include the only portion of the b a t t l e f i e l d 
which has retained any h i s t o r i c a l i n t e g r i t y . A l l structures on the s i t e are 
nonhistoric and do not contribute t o the significance of the landmark. 
Beginning at the southwest comer where Paredes Line Road crosses the Resaca 
the boundary continues southeast along the south bank of tJie Resaca, 
following the curve around north, then west to the point where i t bends back 
eastward, then continuing i n a l i n e from t h i s point to an intersection with 
Paredes Line Road, then south along t h i s road to the point of beginning as 
shovm on the U.S.G.S. map. 
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ARCHEOLOGIST 

OTHER 

HAER 
Inventory 

Review 

'\ does ooT ctpp^rpr. ol̂ t It. cstD-bvish REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 
OL b o ^ a o ^ ^ - for c^. p o . ^ — 

BRANCH CHIEF 

KEEPER 

National Register Write-up 
Federal Register Entry 

Send-back 
Re-submit 

Entered 

I N T i Z l 0 6 - 7 4 

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 7 



Form No. 10 -300 (Rev. 10-74) 

U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T O F T H E I N T E R I O R 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

THEME: The Mexican War 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVEQ 

DATE ENTERED 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN H O W TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 

TYPE ALL ENTRIES - COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

Q N A M E 
HISTORIC Resaca de l a Palma B a t t l e f i e l d 

AND/OR COMMON 

Resaca de l a Palma B a t t l e f i e l d 

H L O C A T I O N 
STREETS NUMBER N o r t h edge o f B r o w n s v i l l e on Pa rades L i n e Road 

_ N 0 T FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

B r o w n s v i l l e VICINITY OF 1 5 t h 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

Texas 48 Cameron 0 6 1 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTR1CT 

_ B U I L D I N G ( S ) 

—STRUCTURE 

-XSITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

—PUBLIC 

P R I V A T E 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

— I N PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 

2L0CCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 

X_YES: RESTRICTED 

— YES; UNRESTRICTED 

— N O 

PRESENT USE 

—AGRICULTURE — M U S E U M 

—COMMERCIAL —PARK 

—EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCI 

—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 

—GOVERNMENT - S C I E N T I F I C 

—INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION 

—MILITARY X_OTHER: P o l O F : 

OjOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME M u l t i p l e p r i v a t e 

STREETS. NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

B r o w n s v i l l e VICINITY OF 

STATE 

T e x a s 

HLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. C a m e r o n C o u n t y C o u r t h o u s e 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. 

STREETS! NUMBER 

1 1 5 0 E a s t M a d i s o n S t r e e t 

CITY. TOWN 

B r o w n s v i l l e 

STATE 

T e x a s 

H REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

—FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

OPTIONAL FORM 99 (7-90) 

F A X T R A N S M I T T A L # o( pages • V j 

— — ^ P * " »- 1 • T ' 

Dept./Agency \ 
Phone U _ _ _ 

STATE 

N S N 7540-01-317-7368 5099-101 GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 



D E S C R I P T I O N 

CONDIT ION C H E C K ONE C H E C K ONE 

—EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED UNALTERED X.0RIGINAL SITE 

_ g p O D —RUINS J £ A L T E R E D —MOVED DATE 

-XFAIR —UNEXPOSED 
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Today the Resaca b a t t l e f i e l d merely suggests conditions as they were i n 1846. 
The bend of the Resaca, once dense wi t h chaparral of mesquite and cactus has 
been cleared, and u n t i l recently was planted as a c i t r u s orchard. This has 
been removed and i s now an open f i e l d used f o r polo. The outlying areas are 
heavily developed r e s i d e n t i a l l y , losing completely any remaining h i s t o r i c a l 
i n t e g r i t y . At least the Resaca de l a Palma, once;_ f i l l e d i n has been 
excavated and again contains water. The t a l l palms that suggested the name 
of the Resaca are s t i l l standing. A Texas Centennial Commission monument 
marks the s i t e , but a cannon placed by General James Parker during 1920-21 
has been removed about h mile north of the s i t e . The intrusions are so 
great that no attempt at preservation i s possible. The only remaining 
open space, although i t no longer retains o r i g i n a l landscape features i s 
the major portion of the active b a t t l e f i e l d and serves w e l l i n a com­
memorative function. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The b a t t l e of Resaca de l a Palma was one of only two important b a t t l e s of the 
Mexican War fought on what i s now American s o i l . Following the Mexican 
retreat from the Battle of Palo Alto on May 8, General Zachery Taylor and his 
army followed them to the Resaca de l a Palma, where f i g h t i n g resumed. 
Deploying his i n f a n t r y through the high chaparral and sending his cavalry i n a 
sudden charge down the road, Taylor captured enemy a r t i l l e r y and caused the 
foot soldiers t o withdraw. With heavy losses i n a r t i l l e r y and personnel, the 
Mexican army retreated across the Rio Grande. These events led t o the 
successful invasion of Mexico, demonstrating the superiority of American 
arms which gained the United States new prestige at home and abroad. 

HISTORY 

Early i n 1846, General Zachary Taylor received orders to take possession of 
the t e r r i t o r y l y i n g between the Nueces and Rio Grande Rivers. Accordingly, 
he started southward with a part of his force from Corpus C h r i s t i overland, 
sending his supplies and munitions by boat. After a d i f f i c u l t march across 
the vast t e r r i t o r y , the Army encamped on March 24, 1846, near Los Fresnos, 
ten miles north of the present Brownsville, remaining four days while 
supplies were brought from Point Isabel. On March 28 they reached the Rio 
Grande where they began construction of earthworks d i r e c t l y on the banks of 
the r i v e r . The post was f i r s t known as Fort Taylor but was renamed Fort 
Brown i n honor of Major Jacob Brown who was f a t a l l y wounded on May 9 when 
the f o r t was beseiged by Mexican troops from Matamoros. 

Movement of the American army south from Corpus C h r i s t i had been the signal 
for the concentration of Mexican troops at Matamoros. General A r i s t a was 
appointed Mexican Commander-in-(3iief t o supercede General Pedro Ampudia, 
with a t o t a l of: 5!, 200 regulars and 26 pieces of a r t i l l e i r y . 

• , bcir-'T '•''^ i 
... General A r i s t a mayed the concentration of the Mexican cavalry at Rancho 

Solisefio, 26 miles west of Matamoros with a view of cutting o f f Taylor's 
supplies. He crossed from Soliseno on A p r i l 24 and took a position on 
the Point Isabel road near Loma Alta, 9 miles north of Brownsville. Upon 

• hearing of the move, Taylor, with his e n t i r e force except f o r some 50 men 
remaining at Fort Brown, l e f t on May 1 f o r the coast, a r r i v i n g at Point 
Isabel on May 5. . Believing that Taylor was about t o withdraw e n t i r e l y , 
the Mexicans cfosised from Longoreno on May 1 i n pursuit of Taylor, leaving 

. a force, t o beseigjs the f o r t . 

(Continued) 
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Taylor, having received news of the Mexican movement, departed from Point 
Isabel on May 7. On the following day the Americans and Mexicans confronted 
each other on the B a t t l e f i e l d of Palo Alto. 

After each army was unable t o advance, the Mexicans r e t i r e d southward during 
the early hours of May 9 and made a stand at Resaca Guerrero, since known as 
Resaca de l a Palma. Here they planted three cannons and the greater part of 
t h e i r i n f a n t r y on the north bank of the Resaca. Supporting these were four 
cannons on the south side of the Resaca, d i s t r i b u t e d on each side of the 
road from Point Isabel, with the remainder of the infantry planted on the 
bank of the Resaca. The cavalry was d i s t r i b u t e d along the western turn of 
the Resaca and a body called "Defensores de Tampico" was hidden i n the 
woods west of the o l d road which ran south from the Resaca Rancho Viejo i n 
the d i r e c t i o n of Brownsville. I n f r o n t and to the north of the position 
taken by the Mexicans there was a prair e about three miles i n length, 
t h i c k l y covered with sacahuiste or wire grass. To the west, along the 
road on both sides, there was also a dense growth of ebony, mesquite, and •• 
other native cover. The a r t i l l e r y , which had been so effective the previous 
day, was greatly impeded i n i t s progress by the wire grass. 

Realizing that a r t i l l e r y alone could not dislodge the enemy. General Taylor 
ordered Captain May of the Dragoons to charge the position. This was done 
successfully and the Mexican army quickly retreated. General Arista 
narrowly escaped capture, his tent and a l l his personal effects f a l l i n g 
i n t o the hands of the Americans. His forces f l e d toward the Rio Grande 
while a l l the Mexican a r t i l l e r y and supplies f e l l i n t o the hands of the 
victorious Americans. 
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81»tarlMA; P l̂m I t e . th« f l r « « Wiit l* oC tNa U K I I 

•ad F . l l l , tba laat tattla af tha 
'Uvtl ^ar fought ;!>0 dny* «ft«r Lm-'m mrrwmAmr, 

(a) flaolagUa^t 

(4) IU<raitl.>ufcl; 

ta) ptaAogA«wl; 

4«a«»<aol l i ty! 

la tar»£t«4 Hor. Ki l io* H. V#«t. 

In • l f t t , r »f -€t. iW^, Xv acr-ti-.nr 'am 
!ta«. vilton H. ftmX «t;<!»<(1 t! < t ttiiaa a4<ttl»-
rittl/ta <l*MrTr> atifiy fur eo*- •»ror-<tlv* ^rar'tua**. 
.•c>. •rn rftr«ri44 bib U t ' t r tc ftCTT* leiMS wnu 
raf«rr«<l I t to ibia '^arrlea. &-14-P&4 

.la aatioa hMm W « B tikMi. ?-£C-S4 J I B . 
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4. 1999. 

• l a a PrMUaat aa4 SaMral iUiMi«>r, 

a i>»—T1II» , Taaaa. 

Dmmr Mr. IklMti 

l a f i t i a i i la mUm to jraar la t tar af ~a«Mt 14 ra^ardiac 
tte tat t laf ia lda af <ala Alta aat . awaa 4a laa f%} 

i T l l l a , Tasaa. 

Ttoaa t l a t a r U aroM ara ralrMaly lBtaraatla4, aa4 toM 
Ilata4 far atady la «aaaa«tl«i al ta tka t la tar ia i-ltaa 

ara «f aatloaal alf fOflaaMa. Tkla aaraty la ta la t aoa«Mto4 
akMM&aclaally aM tiMaatiaally, ajU tha i%la Alta «i4 Raaaa* 
4a laa Palma araoa a l l l ta dta41»4 i*»a tte aywraMUta taaw 
ia Ttatfc>4 la aar aaraaf. 

It ia aMt kiai of yaa la aCfar yaw aaaUtaaaa. aa aall 
aa Itel of Jw4#i aad Mrs. Jaraayr.rt, la aar ata4jr af thtmm 
Iattlaftal4a, •a4 yaa aay la sare tiat, itea ofpartaaity pamita, 
aa alll la •alj taa layyy to Uka a4aaata«o af yaar teaaloa^a mt 
tte mtmymmt. 

raar latarast la iteaa aitaa ia ay;>raaUta4. 

laaaraly yo«ra. 

rraaala 4. ft( 
<.atla« ^mm lUar of Hiataria 

5ltaa. 



wl\%m B. aaat. 

la atea te your tel•n^4Rta aaoaaraailaa af 
Oatalar 14. rm^triUmc tte lataraat of th« ^rmmrnmriWrn 

atlaa af tte lattlaa af ^la Alta aM aaaaao da !•• f 

to te aat Haa* aafHaiaat dat« aa »«wad ta a^luata »rar> 
•rly taaaa araaa for natlaoal Maaaaaat pjrpaaaa. Ia an^ar te 
aaaara aafflalaat lafaraatlaa. aa haioa rataaateJ tiw affloatl 
Diraatar at «arta ¥m, Baa aaala*, ta taoaatlfata t^a araaa 
aad aateit a rapart twaraaa far rroaantatloa te tlva ^ivlaory 
teard aa tetianal Krfca* ina^arla Mtaa. tatldtara, aad ltaa«-
••B%a- "tea thia 4aar4 ymm atodlad aa>< oonatiorad thaoo altaa. 
yaa v l U te aatiftad af tte aatiaa. 

A aafy af oar la l tM to tiia teel«a«l Dtfaatar, rofian 
. la attaatel. 

franala fi. 
Aatlac »tt(ianrlaar af t»lataHa Ml 

t I IZ . (d 

apaite 



Oatebar 18. l i t e . 

tat far tte lacioaal l iraatar, ftaflaa 117 

la analaaa4 a aaay af aar raply l a Caacf 
Mil taa 1. «aal, aooaaraiat kia raqaaat t)wt «• aluify tha 
aitea af tte lattlaa af iala Alte mm4 kaaaaa da Ua ^alana, 
Taaaa. v l t l ti<a purpaaa al aanaldarta* ttelr ^oaalbla 
a l l t i l U i t y far MtiaMl 

I t la raaaaatao ti«kt you hava a ropar̂ . praiarad oa 
Utaao altaa far yraaantauaa ta tNa > dvlaary uaard aa 
iiotiaaal haifca, alalarlo :'ltaa, 4ulldli«a» aad Noaaaaata. 

Aatiiac laparataar a f n a t a r i a 41 taa. 

u Miltaa M. i^aat. 

apaite 



ooaater 16. l » » i . 

Mr. Sldaay r r l a c . 
I ' raaldaat. I l a Craada Va l lay 

4aoratar laa Aaaac la t laa . 
H a r l i a s a a . Toaaa. 

Laar K r . Kria(> 

Taur l a t t a r of iiavaaibor 4 , rocardla^ tha d a a l r o M l l t y of a 
atady of tho l a t t l o f l o l d a of ?a2o Alto aad Raaaaa 4a laa l a l m a . 
aaar t r a w a a r l l l a , T a u a , hmm boor rofarro«l to ua l y too ' ^ f l a a a l 
J l r a a t a r , Aoclaa T t r a a , teata i o , i-mm ..oxioo. 

to l o l l o r a t>Mit a atvxly of f a a o l o t t l a f t a l ' l a l a h l rh ly da-
a l r a b l o . ani )<OTO roswaatod tr>« '.Orlarwl ^fftoo at aBta Po to 
hoTo ouot a atudy «-«4o wl i^ tn« T'aot of proaontlcfc ^̂ m two araaa 
t« tho Advtaory t<aar(i ob ^^tloaal Torka. i ' later^o S i t o a . • u l i d l B f a , 
a» i aoauaMota ot I t a uoxt •Je^mliug,. fMa baarJ i a a^argaJ with 
tho roapaaal b i l l ty af MaMof rooow-wittetl ooo rarar^.ta^ tho aa-
t l a a a l a l ra l f loanoo of arooa awyfoatad aa i>oaalhl« vuit! ooal h ia ­
t o r i a a l toa wNidor t-i<f prov*.alona 'i o '.ator*u 1 roa />ot of 
;u |ua t t l , m e v̂ W l . U t . c u e ; , i f tho l^oari roaaawocwla a l a a a l f l -
ootiob of a ropoo* J a l to of naM.Mi»l al rn! aanoo and tho 
•'oorotary ol Uva it.iAtr.Oi- «>p. rov«a tho ra<H>ar^»datlon, aiioh a a l t a 
l a a l l s l b l a r *r (<oiiCldara'ion m% a rMttiwal h i a t o r i a a l t o . 

Tour I n t a r a s t l a tj oaa faattlaf!«lda ard your «11 l lornaaa t a 
aoaparato l a tSo I r prosarrat ian la app-oolatad. 

Inooraly yoara. 

Otis. ;?Micrvlaor fT Hla toHr ;»!taa. 

aa-BafloB Thraa. 

apatha 
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Marat 11, 1940. 

M.. li for tha teclaaal :iraotor. iatlan I I I . 

Attantluat BafloMl 'Uatorlan. 

Kofarouoa ia aada to aur lattar of Oatolor «: . l''S9, to 
tepraoonUtlTa Vlltoa S. -oot. ooaeonaa^ taa battlaflalda of 
Palo nlto ftBd Koaaoa da laa 'alr/^a. Tr%aa. 

Tou will roaall that ra/orta on t.iaaa araaa ara aaadod for 
praoaotatloa to th« Adwlaary Board oa *^tlCBal >%rka, fdatorio 
dltaa. Bulldlaca. aad MOBuaai tc. / n j r . ! «fii: ae :.aa alra '̂T 
vlaltad t'atia alt*-., it U rastiwato .̂ -i-at ha prcip«ra.ua BOOB 
aa poailbla, wrlaf liato laal atatmo-ta ra«ardlai tl 

O f ' i j i i a 1 . > a . 
-„ , 'lurorrlaor of ::iat«rio ^itaa. 



" ia* i#- ' * * ^ 
J k . ' , \ ' — : » ' A •. . T l . * 

L9CATli4li I te thrao MtUaf lAlda ara loaatod aaar ilr«iwaavilla, 
^^a««a. la '^aMroa Caoaty. ^ 

i M k l M * la t tar 4« t̂ad Oatator 4t , 1440, fraa liaa. Mlltaa . 
.««>Miaa of raaraaoatatlai«o, ta Oaa. u. liosa, ^aay. af tar , 
atatttm I te Ihroa Battlaflalda 4aaai ai atMy for 

•taa 

t te tettlaflolda af i'mlm «aia, t i a f i ra t l a t U a of tte 
*iaalaaa tart sWaaa te la Xalaa, tha aaaate l a t t l a , aa4 
:a te i la H I U , I t a l l aa laloa Araarurrllla, tuw U a t battla 
af Vem Clvtl <ir, f o ^ t thirty 4aya aftor Lao*a aurrawlar. 

iaaratary aaia rofarrod thia lat tar to aaratary 1 
nmi tbaaeo to tbla a ra laa . 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

SAALTA Wm NEW Mexicn 

Mareh 19, 194^. 

nndua for tba Dlxaatarj 

BffazoDaa ia aa4a te Kr. K. T. Laa'a BoBoraad.ua of 14iral 11 tc 
SVa Xaaahaa aaqaaatlac i r la f Blatoriaal atataaaata rasarAli^ tha 
battlaflalda of Pala Alte aafl teaaaa da la Stlaa^ 

• Ite.follairlatf caooaaaaiatteaa aaA aafsaatloaa aavaf^a^ tha atora-
lotlosLad'altte ate MvhaitteA By J v , VaaaBtei 

1, tta Bfatoria altaa af-Btl* 4lta aa4' teaaaa 4a la Palaa ara 
wtetflv f>e alaaaif laat Ite aqA tealjtetiaa aa Bational Bia« 
'taMa aitea baaaoaia af tte laiportanaa wbleh thay playa4 la 
tte Maartaaa Bar. Iteaa aitte^ laoatad naar BrowBarilla, 
T4>M8, ara of lattlaa faagBt aa Ihy 8 aad 9, 1844, raapaai* 
t i r a i j , tha foraaa of tte Dhitad atataa balog aoaaaodad by 

t of wliming thaaa 
lattlaa, tba V/hltad Statea Amy aaa aaaurafl a aocooaaful 
aotr^nea In' 
tha Unite '. Tho 
f iaa l raaalt ma^ af aouraa* tha addltioa 6f a rast aaeaat 

• af tarrltory to tho uaitad dtlitaa. 

8. Altteugh thaaa altaa avl mmrt^ ol 
. 14 la avOTaatad that aarofal ccaai 

. affaet aatlooal olaaaifloatloa aad 
apoa tte praaant p r̂ofiraa aiT̂ Mte Pi 
aatlonal goad v i l l aad frlaudahip 

Bational dlatlaetloo, 
or<)tioB ba glran to atet. 
daalaaatloa aaald feara 
aidait to praawta latar-
ith Maxlaa aad latia Aaar-

Ica upon eultural llnaa. Matlooal hlatorle aitaa aueh aa 
theaa, ao aloaa to tte te|<lM|^-'lf Haxloo aad aa^tealslag tte, 
dafaat af teitlae, alght oot add ta a f tel las • f friaadablp, 
at laaat froa tha teKiaan poiat of tlaw. I t ia' daitaatad, 
thaiafora, thte tte papartaaat of State la oonaUltad tefora 
natiooal rooognltlon of thaad Bltaa la glraa. 

9. Should tha Wiahlncton 
tary*a Offiaa, aad thi 
fiaatloh ate daalgnat^ 
gaatad that Matlaaal 1 
tte altaa to eoaaiaaan 

.a •: I • ry hi 
mgx** that elaaal-

, it is au^-
•artert ba araatad upon 
laa. Partiapa a cooporatira 
a of Taaaa to praaarva tho 



4. Sboold it ba datanalBad that national rooognltlon of theaa 
altaa My ooaplleata ralatlona with Mazieo. It la auggeatad 
that Taxaa alyiuld aaquira tha altaa aa atata hlatorlo oitea, 
ia atxloh aaaa thi tei^aa Mh help prasarra thM dpon a eo-
opoxatira baala. 

Tha raoQMendationa and auf^eatlona of Dr. MMahaa ara aoBOurrad 
IM by tha undaralgaad. BfMMa of tha largo aaoost of work vhieh tha 
Regional HUtoriM l a dQlac i& thia Ragioa, thia rbport la naeaaMrlly 
brlaf . Shoaid'a atandard teport of loi«or laagth.ba dMlrad. i t v i U 
te tx^naaittad at tte Mrllaat opportteity. I t la ballarad, hoMTor, 
that auffialMfe lafazMtlaa la tMtalnod in tho teahiagtoo Offiaa ta 
datenid.M further tha Mrlta aad hlatory of the aitea of Palo Alto pa<i 
Balaoa da l a falte* 

Regional Dlraator. 



\ • 
a 

IteiaWnai 

aatlag of tte 

•ifBd tte teUla^alfli of Jteaaa te 

JOteo 1% la thaafMi lavad tte* 

te aaat te ifaia orilte i a 

P 



May 1940. 

MBJOft̂ xBIXH for tn« Beu.ooal Dirvalor, Hagi D l l l i 

Attaotl Mil Recioaal -U^torlaa loAa'iMi. 

BeferaDce la oAia to our aaaoruodua of dt y 1, 1940, m^i-rd-
la«; th« ie,K>rta oa t'>> b*ttl lloLdii o( > •.tsa im Ut, PaLaa^ acd 
Palo Alto. 

T»iruUjt». *J3 ov rjl i^at, Uka re, .>rta • • • r l l - r iuimltted : i l :jjt 
paaa aorota ay ,i#ik. I t he^ baao br:^ij, -it to ay .'.Voritl;* t.iut 
tijoao report' ajo •vt.^..ahl9. Ti»r«.'"o. . , I t " l i l L>rt uuooco . .r) 
for y; u jt-ait t oy fur'vh*r I n f o r a - l . j o . 

l » i n F . S U i j f f o r , 
Caiaf, .'• ' r^rc- n̂d I ' j r r t j .' -etioa. 

FJRibg 
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For Release to PM's, DECEMBER 19, I960 

ADDITIONAL SITES RECOMMENDED FOR HISTORIC LANDMARK STATUS 

Seventy additional sites have been declared e l i g i b l e for Registered National 

Historic Landmark status, Secretary of the Inter i o r Fred A. Seaton Announced trda^. 

The sites possessing exceptional h i s t o r i c and urcheological value are among 

111 described in six new "theme studies" i n the National Park Service series 

covering a l l the major periods of human history i n jimerica. The six studies are; 

P o l i t i c a l and M i l i t a r y A f f a i r s , 1783-1830; The Civi!. War, 1861-1865; and four 

sub-themes under Westward Expansion and Extension of the National Pcundaries; 

e n t i t l e d : The Santa Fe T r a i l ; The Cattlemen's Empire: M i l i t a r y and Indian Affairs; 

and Th«=' Texas Revolution and the War with Mexico. Iil20-ie53 

National Park Service Director Conrsd L, Wirth said that, of the 111 sites, 
41 are already represented i n the Park Service and ̂,he remaining 70 sites have 
been recotrmended by the Advisory Beard on National larks, Historic Sites, Building.^, 
and Monuments as e l i g i b l e for Registered National Historic Landmark status. 

The National Registry of Historic Landmarks WE s approved by Secretary Sestor. 
and established by the National Park Service i n Octcber of thi s year. Five theme 
studies covering the English, French, and Spanish EJ] 
Development of the English Colonies, 1700-1775; and 
1763-1S30 were announced. A t o t a l of 124 sites were recommended, with 92 declared 
e l i g i b l e for Landmark status and the remainder aires 
or having received Federal recognition. 

The National Registry of Historic Landmarks i s 
endorse the preservation and protection cf structurelE 
by Statea, other public agencies, or h i s t o r i c a l sooijeties and to encourage prlva-te 
owners of hi s t o r i c landmarks to maintain them. 

ploration and Settlement; the 
The Advance of the Frontier, 

dy in the National Park System 

designed to recogiiize and 
s and sites now administered 



The Registry Is an outgrowth of the National Survey of Historic Sites and 
Buildings program of the National Park Service, This program was authorized by 
the Historic Sites Act of 1935, which provided for a "survey of historic and 
archeological sites, buildings, and objects for the purpose of determining which 
possess exceptional value es commemorating or illusjtrating the history of the 
United States." 

Administrators of sites found eligible for Lanldmark 
National Park Service for such recognition and w i l l 
Arrangements are also being made to make available 

status may apply to the 
receive a certificate. 

3 suitable marker. 

Descriptive summaries of the sites in the pressntly announced theme studies 
are attached. A l i s t of themes under study is also 
w i l l be announced from time to time. The various t 
published for public distribution. Only reading copies are currently available. 

attached. Additional studies 
leme studies may later be 

X X X 
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NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 

Lis t of Themes, Subthetnes, 
and Special Studies! 

I . 
r i . 

I I I . 
rv. 

V. 
VI. 

VII. 
V I I I . 

IX. 
X. 

XI. 

XII. 
X I I I . 
XIV. 
XV. 

Prehistoric Hunters and Gatherers 
Early Indian Farmers 
Indian Villages and Communities 
Spanish Exploration and Settlement 

Special Study: Spanish Colonic I \\--l<z3 in the Panama 
Canal Zone 

French Exploration and Settlement 
English Exploration and Settlement t^ 1700 
Dutch and Swedish Exploration and Se":tlement 
Contact with the Indians 
Development of the English Colonies, 1700-1775 
The War for Independence 
The Advance of the Frontier, 1763-1830 

Subtheme; The Lewis and Clark Ex])edltion 
Special Study: Lincoln State Pari and Nancy Hanks Lincoln 

State Memorial 
Political and Military Affairs, 1783--1830 
Political and Military Affairs, 1S30--1860 
The Ci v i l War, 1861-1865 
Westward Expansion and Extension of \he National Boundaries 
to the Pacific, 1830-1898 

Subthemes: The Santa Fe Trail 
The Mining Frontier 
The Cattlemen's Empir^ 
The Farming Frontier 
Military and Indian Affairs 

Special Study: Foi t Bowie 
" " Foit Davis 

The Texas Revolution snd the War with Mexico, 
1320-1853 

The Fur Trade Era 
Special Study; Thi Bailiy Homestead 

Overland Migrations ol' the Trans-Mississippi 
West 

Great Explorers of the West 
Transportation and Conmunication 

Special Study; Prcmontory Summit {Golden 
Spike) 

Special jtudy: The Hubbell Tradirg Post 



XVI. 
XVII. 

XVIII. 
XIX. 
XX. 

XXI, 

XXII. 

Indigenous Peoples and Cultures 
Commerce, Industry, and Agriculture 
Travel and Commvmication 
Development and Conservation of Natural Resources 
The Arts and Sciences 

Subthemes: Education 
Architecture 
Literature, Painting 
Inventions and Scien 

Political and Military Affairs aftei* 1865 
Special Study: Fort De Soto 

" " Hawaii 
" " Alaska 

Social and Humanitarian Movements. 

and Sculpture 
; i f i c Discoveries 



Political and Military Affairs, i7o3-ie3-

In the study of Political and Ivlilitary Affairsl 1783-1830, 34 
sites have been recognized as possessing exceptional value. 
Twenty-six of these, net administered by the National Park Service, 
are eligible to receive certificates as Registered National 
Historic landmarks as follows; 

1. Maryland State House. Annaoolis, Mar/land. This was the 
meeting place of the Continental Congress 1783-1784; scene 
of the ratification of the Treaty ending [the Revolutionary 
V/ar and of General George Washington's resignation as Commander-
in-Chief; scene of the conference which resulted in the calling 
of the Constitutional Convention of 1787. State owned. 

An architectural 
designed by Charles 
structures of 

Hartford. 

Old State House. Hartford. Connecticut 
monument, this is an early public buildi 
Bulfinch and one of the best restored c 
the Federal period. Owned by the city of 

ivic 

3. Massachusetts State House. Boston. Iviassachusetts. This 
famed architectural monument is called thle 
Charles Bulfinch. I t is a superb example 
in the early years of the Republic. Statle 

4. City Hall. New York City, This structure, which has 
considerable architectural significance, 
municipal administration in New York City 

roaster work of 
of c i v i l architecture 
owned. 

i — — . . . v . . » , V-

with important p o l i t i c a l and military affairs and public figures 
since i t s erection in 1811. Owned by the 

5. United States Capitol. Washington. D. 
has been the seat of the Congress of the 
1800, with one brief interruption. I t is 
structure associated with the historic 
Nation, but is also a building of 
interest. Federal ownership. 

architectural 

6. The White House. Washington. D. C. 
most important residence in the United 
has been the home of every president s 
of John Adams I'n 1800. Federal ownershij 

tells the story of 
and is associated 

city of New York, 

C. This structure 
United States since 
not only a key 

dejveloproent of the 
and arti s t i c 

Considered to be the 
Slates, the White House 
inqe the administration 



7. Octagon House. Washington. D. C. The Octagon, b u i l t i n 
1798-1800 i s a superb example of an 18th certury colonial towti 
house. I t was designed by Dr, William Thorrjton, architect of 
the U. S. Capitol. Occupied temporarily i n 
?fedison, after the destruction of the White 
scene of the signing of the r a t i f i c a t i o n of 
ending the War of 1812. 
Architects. 

Owned by the American I n s t i t u t e of 

1814 by President 
House, i t was the 
the Peace Treaty 

8. Decatur House. Washington. D. C. This ajrchitectural 
monument is one of the finest examples of a Georgian town house 
i n Washington, and for a short time i t was the home of naval 
hero Stephen Decatur. Owned by the National] Trust for Historic 
Preservation i n the United States. 

9. Tudor Place, Washington, D. C. This structure, of great 
architectural significance, had important h i s t o r i c a l 
associations with the families of George Washington and Robert E. 
Lee. Privately owned. 

10. St. John's Episcopal Church. Washington. 
notable example of late Federal architecture 
the American architect Benjamin Latrobe. 
tion on Lafayette Square, opposite the White 
has served many of the Presidents and has 
Church of the Presidents." Owned by St. 

was designed by 
Belcause of i t s situa-

House, this Church 
belcorae knovm as "The 

's Parish. John 

11. Old City Hall ( D i s t r i c t Court House). Washington. D. C 
One of the finest examples of Greek revival 
Washington, this structure ia one of the ear 
buildings erected in the c i t y , and George Hadf 
architects of the Capitol, designed the strus 
notable t r i a l s of national interest. Federail 

12. Mount Vernon. Fairfax County. Virginia. Home of George 
Washington, Commander-in-Chief of Patriot forces during the 
Revolution and outstanding statesman, serving as f i r s t President 
of the United States. Owned by the tjtount Vepnon Ladies 
Association. 

D. C. This 

architecture i n 
l i e s t Federal 

i e l d , one of the 
ture. Scene of 
ownership. 

13. Monticello. near Charlottesville. Virginia. A classic 
example of American architecture, Monticello| was the home of 
President Thomas Jefferson, This structure was a place of 
pilgrimage for the great and humble who admired Jefferson's 
character and accomplishments. Owned by the I Thomas Jefferson 
Memorial Foundation. 



14. Gunston Hall. Fairfax County. Virginia. This structure, 
a colonial architectural gem, is a living monumer.t to George 
Mason, noted for his constitutional papers of basic importance 
in American history, including the "Virginia DecDaration of 
Rights" of 1776, which was in part an inspiratior for the 
Declaration of Independence and the Federal B i l l of Rights. 
Owned by the Commonwealth of Virginia and administered by the 
National Society of Colonial Dames of America, 

15. Montpelier. Orange County. Virginia. This Important 
structure was the home of Preiiident James Madisor for 76 years, 
including 19 years of his retirement after he served as President 
of the United States. Privately owned. 

16. Oak H i l l . Loudoun County, Virginia. This stjriking historic 
residence is a monument to the memory of President James Monroe. 
The structure has an important relationship to the famed Monroe 
Doctrine issued during Monroe's last term in the Iflfhite House, 
and existing records show that he outlined the ideas for this 
great state paper in a letter written from Oak Hifll. Privately 
owned. 

For 17. John Marshall House. Richmond. Virginia, 
was the home of the famed Chief Justice, John 
distinguished judicial career, sessions of the 
that Marshall was to spend much of his time at. 
Richmond, where many of his important opinions on 
questions were undoubtedly written. Owned by the 
Richmond. 

45 years, this 
Marbhall, during his 
Coprt were so held 

structure in 
constitutional 
city of 

this 

18. The Hermitage, near Nashville. Tennessee, 
during which Andrew Jackson rose from a frontier 
to the Presidency, he made his home at the Hermit a 
administered by the Ladies Hermitage Association 
Tennessee. 

Fbr over 40 years, 
:Qilitia commander 
ge. Owned and 
Nashville, 

19. Ashland. Lexington. Kentucky. Home of the distinguished 
American p o l i t i c a l leader, Henry Clay, the present structure 
appears to have been in part reconstructed after Ills death in 
1852. Owned by the Henry Clay Memorial Foundation. 

yecir 
20, Fort H i l l . Pickens County. South Carolina 
the home of John C. Calhoun during the last 25 
is a f i t t i n g memorial to the great American politlca 
Owned by the State of South Carolina, i t is located 
campus of Clemson Agricultural College, and is a 
the John C. Calhoun Chapter, United Daughters of 

his structure, 
s of his l i f e 
1 leader, 
on the 

diiiinistered by 
the Confederacy. 



21. Grouseland, ̂  Vince.nnes,^Indiana. The home of William 
Henry Harrison, 1804-1812, during which perioc he was 
T e r r i t o r i a l Governor of Indiana, and a foremost defender of 
white settlement against the Indian tribes atlemptlng to 
block westward expansion of the United States. From 
"Grouseland," i n September 1811, Harrison undertook the 
offensive which reached i t s climax at the Battle of Tippecanoe, 
which destroyed the forces of the famous Indian leader, Tecumsehj 
a victory which influenced the campaign of Harrison for the 
Presidency t h i r t y years l a t e r . Owned and administered by the 
Francis Vigo Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution, 
Vtnceimea, Indiana. 

22. Hamilton Grange. New York City. B u i l t 
structure was the only home ever owned by Alex^der 
a major draftsman and proponent of the Federal 
and foremost architect of American financial 
f i r s t c r i t i c a l years of the Federal Union. I t 
few Federal period structures surviving i n New 
by the American Scenic and Historic Preservation 

23. Springfield Armory. Springfield. Massachusetts. This i s 

1801, this 
Hamilton, 

Constitution, 
p|ollcy i n the 

is one of the 
York City. Owned 

Society. 

the United States Government's oldest manufactibring arsenal 
and the s i t e of the decisive defeat of rebellious farmers i n 
Shay's Rebellion, 1786-87. Federal ownership. 

24. United States M i l i t a r y Academy. West Point. New York 
Established i n 1802, the United States Militar;^ Academy has 
been i n continuous existence since that time and i s noted for 
training the officers who have developed and commanded the 
regular Army establishment of the ttoited States. Troops have 
been stationed at West Point since January, 17'*f8, making i t the 
oldest permanently occupied m i l i t a r y post i n the country. Federal 
ownership, . • 

25. Frlgatp r;^,.,^+T^.-.e.pon. Massachueettia. This famed 
vessel, "Old Ironsides^" i s a s t i r r i n g symbol df American naval 
history. Although extensively restored, i t has retained i t s 
lines and characteristics, and has never lost i t s i d e n t i t y as 
a commissioned ship of the United States Navy. Launched i n 
1797, i t was involved i n the naval war with Fraace, 1798-1800, 
and made a b r i l l i a n t record i n the War of 1812. 
ownership. 

Federal 

26. Plattsburgh Bav. Plattsburgh. New York. Sbene of the 
decisive victory of American naval forces over the B r i t i s h 
squadron, which won control of Lake Champlain i h the War of 1812. 
Cumberland Head, overlooking the scene of this '̂amed naval action, 
is owned by the State of New York. 



In addition, eight sites are represented and interpreted i n the 
National Park System, as follows: 

1. Independence National Historical Park, Pennsylvania. 
2. Federal Hall National Memorial, New York. 
3. Adsims National Historic Site, Massachusetts. 
4. Fort Washington, National Capital Parks, nesir Washington, D. C. 
5. Perry's Victory and International Peace Memorial National 

Monument, Ohio. 
6. Fort MoHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine, Maryland. 
7. Chalmette National Historical Park, Louisiana. 
8. Castle Clinton National Monument, New Yorli. 



The C i v i l War, 1861-186^ 

The Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic ISites, Buildings, 
and Monuments has recognized 39 sites as possessing exceptional 
value i n t h i s period of American history. Fourteen of these, 
not administered by the Najional Park Service, are e l i g i b l e to 
receive c e r t i f i c a t e s as Registered National Historic Landmarks. 
These are as follows: 

1. Confederate Capitol. Montgomery, Alabstma. F i r s t Capitol 
of the Confederacy. S t i l l used as Alabamaj State Capitol. 
State owned. 

2. Fort Morgan. Mobile, Alabama. Commemorates 
battle sealing o f f one of the last two Corfederat 
In t h i s sea ba t t l e . Admiral Farragut uttered 
words, "Damn the torpedoes - f u l l speed ahead 

3. Lincoln Home. Springfield. I l l i n o i s , 
house saw the emergence of Lincoln from 
town lawyer to that of a national figure 

4. Lincoln Tomb. Springfield. I l l i n o i s , 
symbolizing the legacy of compassion, io 
standing which Abraham Lincoln l e f t to the 
State owned. 

the famous 
e ports, 

the famous 
I " State owned. 

This simple frame 
pcsltion of a small 

State owned. 

A moving memorial 
:-age, and under-
Union he preserved. 

5. U. S. Grant Home State Memorial. Galerla. I l l i n o i s . 
Presented to General Grant by the c i t y i n recognition of his 
m i l i t a r y service, t h i s was Grant's home before he became 
president; again i n 1879, and for two yeaijs following. 
State owned. 

6. Nancy Hanks Lincoln State Memorial, Lijncoln City. Indiana. 
The home of Abraham Lincoln i n his early cjhildhood. State owned. 

7. Perryville B a t t l e f i e l d . Perr:'/ville. Kejntuoky. Climax of 
the Confederate invasion of Kentucky. Stalte owned. 

8. Fort Jackson and Fort St. Philip. Loul^siana. Failure of 
Fort Jackson to stop the Union Navy caused the Confederacy 
to lose New Orleans. Fort St. P h i l i p also played a gallant 
part i n the f i g h t against Farragut's fleetj i n 1862. Privately 
owned. 



9. Franklin Battlefield, Franklin, Tennessee. Here, General 
Hood shattered the Confederate Army of the Tennessee in 
their attacks on hia strongly posted Unipn force. Owned by 
an association. 

10. Confederate Capitol. Richmond. Virgihia. For nearly four 
years, this building, designed by Thomas|Jefferson, served aa 
the Confederate capitol. State owned. 

11. Five Forks Battlefield. Dinwiddle Coiinty. Virginia. Here 
Grant outflanked the Confederate Army to 
Richmond-Pettersburg defenses. Private 

force Lee from the 
Iir owned. 

12. Fort Monroe. Virginia. The nearest 
stronghold to the Confederate capital, 
the historic fight between the U. S. S. 
Virginia (Merrimac). Administered by 

13. White House of the Confederacy. Richmond. Virginia 
Served as the Executive Mansion of the Confederacy during the 
nearly-four years of President Jefferson 
Richmond. Owned by an association. 

jontinuously-held Union 
This fort witnessed 
Monitor and the C.S.S. 

th^ U. S. Army. 

Davis' residence in 

this chapel, Robert E. 
The chapel also 

14. Lee Chapel, Lexington. Virginia. In 
Lee and members of his family are buried 
contains Lee's office as President of Washington and Lee 
University. Owned by the University. 

In addition, 25 sites recognized as having ex 
already included in the National Park System. 

:eptional value are 
They are as follows: 

1. Abraham Lincoln National Historical 
2. Antietam National Battlefield Site, 
3. Appomattox Coiirt House National His 
4. Brices Cross Roads National 
5. Chickamauga and Chattanooga Nationa 

and Tennessee. 
6. Custis-Lee Mansion National Memoria 
7. Fort Donelson National Military Par^ 
8. Fort Jefferson National Monument, 
9. Fort Pulaski National Monument, Geo: 
10. Fort Sumter National Monument, Sout 
11. Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania Na 

Virginia. 
12. Gettysburg National Military Park, 
13. Harpers Ferry National Monument, Ma 
14. House Where Lizicoln Died National 
15. Kennesaw Mountain National Eatt aefi(5ld 

Park, Kentucky. 
Maryland. 
topical Park, Vi rg in ia , 

a f i e l d Si te , Mississ ippi . 
L M i l i t a r y Park, Georgia 

L, V i r g i n i a . 
Tennessee. 

Florida, 
gia. 
Carolina. 

tiLonal M i l i t a r y Park, 

I'ennsylvania. 
yland-West Virg in ia , 

Memorial, D, C. 
Park, Georgia. 



16- Lincoln Memorial National Memorial D. C. 
17. Lincoln Museum National Memorial, p. G 
18.. Manassas National Battlefield Park 
19. Pea Ridge National Military Park, 
20. Petersburg National Military Park, 
21. Richmond National Battlefield Park 
22. Shiloh National Military Park, TenAes 
23. Stones River National Military Par̂ c 
24. Tupelo National Battlefield Site, 
25. Vicksburg National Military Park, 

Virginia. 
Arkansas. 
Virginia. 
Virginia. 
see. 
Tennessee, 

Mississippi. 
Mississippi. 



The Sar.T.a 7e Trail - Westward Expansion and Extension of the 
National Boundaries to the Pacific, 1830-1398 

In the subtheme study of the Santa Fe Trail i n the National Survey 
of Historic Sites and Buildings, six sites have|been recognied as 
possessing exceptional value. Five of these, not administered by 
the National Park Service, are eligible to receive certificates 
as Registered National Historic Landmarks as follows: 

1. Bent's Old Fort. Colorado. Built about 1833 on the north 
bank of the Arkansas River at the southern boundary of what 
was then the United States, this post was in the heart of the 
Southern Plains tribes and on the route of i the Mountain Branch 
of the Santa Fe Trail. Until after the en<3 of the Mexican 
War, i t was easily the roost important point on the Trail 
between the Missouri frontier settlements and the Spanish-
Mexican settlements at Santa Fe and in the' Rio Grande Valley. 
State ovmed. 

2. Fort Larned. Kansas. Built i n 1860-1861 by the United 
States Army, this post became the most important military 
establishment on the eastern part of the Santa Fe Trail and 
was a base for military protection of the Trail against 
hostile Southern Plains Indians during the 
Privately owned. 

1860's and I870's, 

3. Raton Pass. Colorado. This defile thrjough the Raton 
Mountains was one of the most d i f f i c u l t apd yet important sites 
on the Mountain Branch of the Santa Fe Trail. I t became 
increasingly important during the Mexican War and in the period 
of the Ci v i l War when hostilities of the ^outhern Plains 
Indians almost halted t r a f f i c over the more exposed Cimarron 
Cut-off Route eastward. State and private^ ownership, 

4. Santa Fe CPlaza Area). New Mexico, The commercial and 
social center of the Plaza Area in Santa Fe, in the heart of the 
capitol of Northern Mexico, may be considered as the end of the 
Santa Fe Trail. State, city, and private ownership. 

5. Wagon Bed Springs, Kansas. This spring, sometimes called 
Lower Cimarron Springs, on the Cimarron Rilver afforded the 
f i r s t water during the dry season in the 60-mile stretch of 
the desert or Cimarron Cut-off Route of the Santa Fe Trail after 
crossing and leaving the Arkansas River. I t was the objective 
and stopping place of a l l travelers over the Desert Route of 
the Trail. Private ownership. 

In addition, one site is represented and interpreted in the National 
Pajck System, This is Fort Union National Monunjent, New Mexico. 



The Cattlemen's Empire - Westward Expansion and Extension of 
National Boundaries to the Pacific, 1830-1898 

the 

In the Cattlemen's Empire, subtheme study of the National Survey 
of Historic Sites and Buildings, five sites hav|e been recognized 
as possessing exceptional value. Four of thesei, not administered 
by the National Park Service, are eligible to receive certificates 
as Registered National Historic Landmarks, as follows: 

1. Grant-Kohrs Ranch. Montana. This rancii i n Deer Lodge Valley 
about 1853, and in 
s, and 1880's, i t s 

was one of the f i r s t in Montana, beginning 
the succeeding decades of the 1860's, 187C 
OYmer, Conrad Kohrs, became one of the most famous cattlemen 
of the Northwest and contributed significantly in breeding up 
the beef herds in that part of the countryj. Privately owned, 

2. JA Ranch, Texas. This ranch with headjquarters in the Palo 
Duro Canyon of the Texas Panhandle, was pe3:haps the most famous 
of several associatied with Charles Goodnight, t r a i l blazer, 
frontiersman, and great pioneer cattleman of the Southwest. 
With John A.Adair, he built the JA Ranch spread to 700,000 
acres in the 1870's and ran 40,000 cattle.! In subsequent years, 
this progressive cattleman improved the stjock, introducing fine 
Hereford blood into the Longhorn herds, ai^ organized Stockmen's 
associations to bring order into the Open Range industry. 
Privately owned. 

3. Lincoln. New Mexico. One of the best preserved of the old 
cow towns, county seat of vast Lincoln County when i t comprised 
nearly one-fourth of New \fexico, and center of the Lincoln 
County War which featured the Chisum, Tunstall, Î cSween, B i l l y 
the Kid faction against the Murphy-Dolan group and involved Lew 
Wallace, author of Ben Hur. which he was writing at the time. 
State and private ownership. 

4. Tom Sun Ranch. Wyoming. An unusually well preserved ranch 
layout on the Sweetwater River near Devils Gate, on the Old Oregon 
Trail, and typical of the medium sized ranches of the Open Range 
period. Private ownership. 

In addition, one site is represented and interpteted 
Park System. This is Theodore Roosevelt National 
Dakota. The Jackson Hole country in Grand Teton 
ll^oming, also has associations with the Cattlemen 

in the National 
Memorial Park^ North 
National Park, 
's Empire, 



r 

Military and Indian Affairs - VJestwaard Expansijon and extension of tho 
National Boundaries tc the Pacific, 1830-1898 

In the Military and Indian affairs subtheme s 
Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings, 12 s: 
ownership have been recognized as possessing 
the purpose of commemorating and illustrating 
United States. These sites are the following 

1, Fort Bowie and Apache Pass. Arizona. 

ttudy of the National 
ites in non-Federal 
epcceptional value for 
the history )t the 

Fort Bowie, estab­
lished in 1862 by the'California Volunteej-s during the Civil 
War to control a key water source in the Arizona desert, was a 
strategically located post in the pass through the Chiricahua 

and important travel 
I t waa located in 

Mountains of Arizona on one of the early 
routes from the Rio Grande to California 
the homeland of the Chiricahua Apache Indlians, and during the 
1860's, 1870's, and 1880's i t was identifjied with the 
Chiricahua wars led by Cochise, Geronimo, 
hostile leaders that spread terror throughout the Southwest. 
Federal and private ownership. 

Natchez, and other 

2. Hubbell Trading Post. Arizona. Datin 
post under the guidance of i t s founder, 
became the most important trading post in 
tion and through i t s influence caused rug 
Navajos to become an ever increasing ac 
economic livelihood. I t has had a continuous 
history of benevolent influence among the 
oldpst surviving post s t i l l among them. 

from 1878, this 
Jbhn Lorenzo Hubbell, 

the Navajo Reserve-
weaving among the 

tijvity and means of 
unbroken 

Navajos and is the 
:'rivately owned. 

3. Fort Smith. Arkansas. The f i r s t f o r t 
the Poteau and Arkansas Rivers dates from 
lished because of the removal of the Cherokeea and other 
Indians from the Southeast to beyond the Mississippi adjacent 
tc the powerful Osage tribe. A second foj't waa established 
here in 1838 and continued to play a part 
history of the country and was a factor, Including Judge Isaac 
Parker's Court, in Indian relations and law enforcement for the 
next half century. City of Fort Smith and private ownership. 

<+. Fort Larned. Kansas. Dating from 1859, this fort was the 
most important post guarding the northera part of the Santa Fe 
Trail, and for more than a decade was a biise for operations 
against hostile Indians on the central plains, including 
Cheyenne, Kiowa, Arapaho, and Comanche, .privately owned. 

at the junction of 
1817 and v̂-" estab-



5. Fort Leavenworth. Kansas. This post was established in 
1827 and haa been in continuous use ever since. Its 
original purpose was to guard the Santa Fe Trail and i t was 
the starting point for supplying moat of the western frontier 
military establishments beyond the Missouri, and was the base 
for many military explorations to the western plains and the 
Rockies. From i t General Kearny's Army cf the West set out 
for the conquest of New Mexico in the War with Mexico. I t 
remains today one of the most important a i l i t a r y establishments 
In the country. Federally owned. Army. 

6, Fort Snelling. Minnesota. Establisheld in 1819 at the 
strategically located juncture of the Minjnesota and Mississippi 
Rivers, this fort was one of the early western forts estab­
lished after the War of 1812 to protect the western frontier 
and guarded a vast extent of territory reaching from the 
Missouri River to the Great Lakes. For more than a third of a 
century i t waa the most northwesterly military establishment in 
the United Statea. Indian Affairs with tpe powerful Sioux and 
Chippewa tribes for several decades were 
and under the protection of the f o r t . Thle Army abandoned the 
post in 1946, Federal ownership. Veterans Administration. 

7, Fort Robinson and Red Cloud Agency. Nlebraska. The Red 
Cloud Agency, established In 1871, waa 
1873, smd waa the storm center for the 
the 1870*s and the focus of northern 
relations during that period. Fort Robinls 
adjacent to the Agency in 1874 when i t 
military protection was necessary for the 
base for several Indian campaigns during 
widespread Indian hostilities on the 
federally and State owned; Agency site State 

8. Fort Gibson. Oklahoma. Established ih 1824, this f o r t 
during the next decade and a half played i dominant role i n 
receiving and caring for the Cherokee, Crseks, and Seminolea 
removed from the Southeast of the United Statea to the Indian 
Territory, and in attempting to keep the jaeace between them 
and the wild plains Indians. The fort wan a key military 
post in the then Southwest for many years 
tions in the southern plains. Abandoned ishortly before the 
Civil War, i t was reoccupied during that 'rar by Union troops 
and remained active iHitil 1889. Two periods of construction 
are represented. Site of f i r a t f o r t . State owned; aite of 
second f o r t , State and private ownership. 

motved to this site i n 
reservation Sioux during 

plains Indians-white 
on was established 

became evident that 
Agency, and was the 
the decade that saw 

plains. Fort 
owned. 

norttiern 



9. Fort S i l l . Oklahoma. Established i n 1870 to control the 
hostile southern plains tribes, p a r t i c u l a r l y the Kiowa and 
Comanche, thia f o r t was actively i d e n t i f i e d with the pacifica­
tion and control of these tribes during the 1870's-1890's, and 
from 1870 to 1878 was the Kiowa-Comanche j Agency. In 1911 the 
post became the A r t i l l e r y School and i s s i t i l l active as one of 
the most important U. S, m i l i t a r y establijshments. Federally 
owned, U. S, Army. 

10. Fort Belknap. Texas. Established inj 1851 follo\ri.ng the 
Mexican War when the Texas fr o n t i e r was being ravished by 
Comanche-Kiowa raids. Fort Belknap becamel the key post i n a 
chain of outer, border posts to protect "uhe exposed fr o n t i e r . 
During the 1850's and 1860's i t bore the jbrunt of retaliatory 
action against the southern marauding tribes. Owned by Yoimg 
County and administered by Fort Belknap Society. 

11. Fort Davis. Texas. Established i n li854 i n the Davis 
Mountains north of the Big Bend, thia f o r t guarded the Junc­
tion of the t r a i l s from San Antonio to El Paso and Santa Fe 
and maintained surveillance over the prinbipal Rio Grande 
crossing sites used by hostile Indian war| parties. The post 
waa an important station on the southern overland route to 
California travelled by stage coaches and emigrants and played 
a continuing role i n protecting the routes of travel i n the 
trans-Pecos country. In 1879-1880 i t played an important part 
i n the costly campaign against Victorio aJid his War Spring 
Apaches. Privately owned. 

12. Fort Phil Kearny and Related Sites (Fetterman Massacre. 
Wagon Box Fight. Bozeman T r a i l ) . Wyoming.| Established i n 
1866 by Col. Henry B. Carrlngton at the eastern base of the Big 
Horn Mountains i n the heart of the Sioux ^ountry north of the 
Oregon T r a i l to protect the Government Bozeman T r a i l to the 
Montana mining settlements, this f o r t waaI the focus of the Red 
Cloud War i n the next two years which resulted i n driving the 
m i l i t a r y from the area and the abandoimient of the Bozeman 
T r a i l f o r t s , the only tirae hostile Indian action compelled the 
Government to relinquish control of an ar^a i t had set out to 
protect. Among the actions fought i n the Ishadow of Fort Phil 
Kearny were the Fetterman "Massacre" i n which Capt. William J. 
Fetterman and 80 men i n his command were k i l l e d to the laat 
man, and the Wagon Box Fight, one of the njost noted engage­
ments i n the history of plains warfare. l u r i n g the two years 
of i t s existence the post was held i n a state of v i r t u a l siege 
by hostile Sioux. State and private ownership, with small 
Federal holding at Fetterman s i t e . 



The National Park Service presently administers six federally 
owned areas associated with Military and Indian Affairs, 1830-1898. 
The six established areas in the National Park System are the 
following; 

1. Big Hole Battlefield National Monument, Montana 
2. Custer Battlefield National Monument, Montana 
3. Fort Laramie National Historic Site, Wyoming 
4. Fort Union National Monument, New Mexico 
5. Lava Beds National Monument (Captain Jack's Stronghold), 

California 
6. Whitman National Monument, Washington. 



iVels Ttje Texas Revolution and the Mexican War -
Extension of the National Boundaries to the I 

tward Expansion and 
Pacific, 1830-1898 

In the Texas Revolution and the War with Mexibo, subtheme study of 
The National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings, nine sites 
have been recognized as possessing exceptional value for the purpose 
of commemorating and illustrat;ing the historyj of the United States. 
These sites are "ihe following: 

1. The Alamo. Texas. In the Alamo, whiih was the chapel of 
tbe San Antonio de Valero Mission, established in San Antonio 
in 1718 by Franciscan Friars, Lt. Col. William B. Travis' 
force of 183 men were killed to the last man on J/arch 6, 1836, 
when Santa Anna's Mexican arn̂ r of about 3,000 men breached the 
walls. Among the killed defenders were frontiersmen 
James Bowie and David Crockett, "Reroembsr the Alamo" became a 
battle cry among the Texans. State ownership; custodianship. 
Daughters of the Republic of Texas. 

2. San Jacinto Battlefield, Texas. Getipx-al Sam Houston on 
April 21, 1836, won the decisive engagemsnt of the Texas Revo­
lution against a numerically superior fo:rce of Mexicans under 
General Santa Anna, capturing the latter, and resulting in the 
independence of Texas from Mexico. Stats ownership; adminis­
trated by the State Parks Board and the gan Jacinto Museum of 
History Association. 

3. Fort Brown, Texas, General Zachary Taylor's army 
constructed earthworks in Iferch I846 on the north side of the 
Rio Grande opposite the Mexican town of Yiatamoros. In the 
series of maneuvers and battles resulting in Palo Alto and 
Resaca de la Palma, a Mexican force besisged this fortification 
during Taylor's absence, and Maj. Jacob Brown, the commander, 
was mortally wounded in his successful dsfense of the works, 
which was subsequently named for him. Al later and second fort 
was built nearby i n 1868. 
ownership. 

City of Brownsville and private 

4. Palo Alto Battlefield. Texas. On MB,/ 8, I846, General 
Zachary Taylor engaged the Mexican army In this battle, a fev/ 
miles north of present day Brownsville, 
sizeable battle of the war, resulting in 
attacking Mexicans, and led to their retreat toward the Rio 
Grande. Private ownership. 

I t was the f i r s t 
the repulse of the 



^j. Resaca de la Palasa Battlefield, Texaa. The general 
engagement between Taylor's American force and the Mexican 
army, begun on May 8 at Palo Alto, continued the next day, 
ŷ ay 9, 1846, at the Resaca de la Palma, a few miles closer to 
the Rio Grande. The Mexicans were defeated in this battle 
with considerable losses in a r t i l l e r y and personnel and fled 
back across the Rio Grande, ending the military action north 
of the Rio Grande in Texas in the war wijth Mexico. Private 
ownership. 

6. Monterey Custom House. California- 0n July 7, I846, 
Commodore John D. Sloat, commanding the Pacific squadron, 
raised the American flag over the Custom House at Monterey, 
the capital of California, and o f f i c i a l l y proclaimed the 
province as part of the United States, 
part from 1827. State owned. 

The building dates m 

7. Larkin House. California. Important 
and architectural values, this house was 
Larkin in 1834-1835 and became the f i r s t 
^^exican California. Commodore Sloat, and 
Kearny, the f i r s t military govemor of 
the Larkin House, causing i t sometimes 
American capitol of Califomia, State 

for both historical 
built by Thomas 0. 
American consulate in 
General Stephen W. 

dalifomia, resided i n 
to be called the f i r s t 
owned. 

General 

of 

8, Sonoma Plaza. California. On June 
33 Americans seized Sonoma, home of 
dominant figure in north California, and 
their homemade Bear Flag as the symbol 
California after electing William B. Ide 
newly proclaimed republic. This beginnijng 
revolt preceded news in California of 
out of war with Mexico. State and priva 

the 

Palace of the Governors. Santa Fe, N 
Stephen Watts Kearny raised the American 
historic old building, which dates from 
1846, following his entry into the cai 
proclaimed the province as United States 
the conquest of New Mexico. State owned 

There are no historic sites in Federal ownership representing this 
subtheme of study. 

1846, a group of 
Vallejo who was a 

raised in the plaza 
independent 

as president of the 
of the Bear Flag 

o f f i c i a l breaking 
te ownership. 

ew Mexico. General 
flag over this 

1610, on August 18, 
pijtal of New Mexico, and 

territory, completing 
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tot teslooal Dlraetor, teflon Thraa ) 

11 Chlaf liaterlan f f 

25, 1961 , ' ' 

3 

•uhjaati tetiooal Survay of Riatorle tltaa and Buildln«a: 
Cartlfleataa ate tertera for Palo Alto and 

I l a i 

te ara attaahiac copiaa of oorraapoadanoa to lb*a. Boalo aa tha 
oaaar of Palo iUto tettlaflaU, and mm. Mlehalla and tea. Walla 
aa otnara of teaaoa da laa Paina Battlaflald. (Xu* corraapoodanca 
foilova alone tha linaa you aucsaatad la your aanoraodun of J u l / 11. 

te hara Invltad tteaa oanara to apply for eortificataa only, and hava 
aant thaa application foi 

Aa aa teva aantlonod aarllar, Palo Alto Battlaflald, ainoa thara ia 
only one ovnar, doaa not praaant any problaa for aaardlng a ccr t l f i -
aata. Ite difficulty hara aaaaM to ba ttet ttero la no atructure or 
hulldlnc 00 afaleh Xhm aarter could be dlaplayad. I f tha oanar daalraa 
te hara ona. 

te hava axplainad to cdl of tha ovnara of tha above aitaa aoaethinc 
about tte planaaant of tha nartera, ao ttet ttey n i ^ t tate into 
oonaidaratlon ttero thay a l l l placa than and wtet aultubla aalnta-
nanoa and protaotloo ttey can provide for tiioa. Wo iiava uakad a l l 
of thaa to notify you of ttelr vlahaa in thia nattar. 

Xt haa baan our policy in eaaaa of dual oanarahip of a alta, to awrd 
a aartlfleata to aaeh oanar, but only ona aarkar. Wo huve uccord-
lB«ly told tea. Mlehalla and tea. WalU that thay m^h aiftltt have a 
oartlficata, but ttet only ona aarlior la a/allaLIti fur <i. aita. We 
teva Invltad than to ooriault vlth each oUter oa to wh<jn uiioald apply 
for tte nartar. Thia appaara to ba tha boat aolutlon, alnca aa teva 
not laamad vikleh una. I f aitter, ahould bo cunaidorad aa tte 
yriaaipal oanar. 



te faal ttet i t movCLA te tettar for your Office to taka atetavar 
atapa aaan naoaaaary with te. itoicaly, Praaidant of tha Broanavllla 
Uaterleal teclaty, in ragard to aiding thaaa paoplc in aaolng ttet 
tte aarkara v i l l ba proparly placed and neintainad. Alao, aa 
augiaatad In your aenurtuidua of Jxily 11, you nay vlah to ta l l hln 
ttet aa cannot provlda duplicate coplea of tte eartifieataa for 
hla maaun. Hoaavar, wa aaa no objoctlon to tha ovnera landixxg than 
to tte auaaua i f ttey vlah. The markara, M faal, ahould ba dla-
playad on tte propartiaa. We behave alao ttet aa ahould udhera 
aa eloaaly aa poaalbla to our policy of having tha ovnara apply 
for tte oartifioataa and aarkara. 

Ha appraoiata your help In getting tha naBwa of thaae omera to ua, 
and aa ragrat that va vara unublu to follov-up vlth your tfuggeationa 
tefora thia tlna. te fait ttet in thaae particular altuatlona, our 
rafular fora lattar vould not ba aatiafactory. 

Cliiaf Hiatorian 

Copy to: te* Littleton 

JOlUttlaton:ag 
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Ration Thraa 
Santa Pa, New Haxloo 

JUL 111961 ^^^^^^^ 

>randua 

Toi Olraator 

Pron: Acting Raglonal Plraator 

4ubjact: latlonal Aurvay of CLatorle Sitaa and tulldlnga: 
Ownarahlp of Palo Alto and Raaaoa dc la falna Battlaflalda 

Ha auggaat tha foHaving proaodura in tha aoaMvhat ocnplax 
problan of conferring Landaark dealgnatlona on thaae tvo sitea: 

1. That you aond blank application furaa of tte eld style 
(for certificates only) to the three landowners Involved, and 
avard certlficstes only to theae people. 

2. That In the covering lettar you Infora thaa of the 
availability of the bronse aarkara, but suggest that, Inaaauah 
aa (1) there is dual ovnerahlp of one site utd (2) for both 
sites the plaque vould have to be aounted on s speelslly prepared 
beae financed by aoaeone elae besides the National Park Service 
(ttere ara no bulldinga on vhloh to mount thaa), tha uwnars get 
together vlth Nr. Stokley and the Brownsville Hlstorleal Soolaty 
and aaa I f the Soolaly vould be vllllng to apply, on their behalf, 
far tte nartera; to agree to provide for aultable SKmnting of tte 
aartera; and thereafter to aet aa cuatodlan of tte aarkara. 

) . Ttet you send copies of the covering lettera to Nr. 
Stokley; and alao Infom hla that duplicate certlfleataa cannot 
be fumlahed hla, and that arrangaaents will hsve to be aade by 
tte Society vlth the ovnera for loan of the certificates for 
dlaplay purpoaes. 

Ife raallte that thia Is a euabaraone way to handle tte problea, 
and you aay well be able to devise a batter one. It doea aaaa, 
however, that vhataver arrangeaMnt Is adopted should it possible 
be predicated upon tha Bi>>vnaville lUstoricsl Soclaty acting 
aa Interaedlary between the owners and the Service. 

Oeorge V. lUller 
Acting Regional Director 

Zn duplicate 
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SEP 2 01961 
Mrs. Dorthy H. Mlehalla 
RooB 6l0 
Firat National Bank Building 
Brovnavlllef Xaxaa 

Dear Nra* Mlehallat 

Ua vlah to infom you aa one of tte otaara ttet BtmriB ** PPTl^ 
BnttlaflT](?r ""By"*] tean aelaetad aa a hlatorlo alte of 
exceptional value (national algalficance), la eitesawivrating and 
llluatratlng tte hlatory of tte United fltetea. 

Thm Secretary of tte Interior, purauant to the Hlatorle 81tea Act 
of Auguat 21, 193$ > tea asiprovad Beaaoa da la Palaa Battlefield 
aa ellglhle for Regiatarad tetional Hiatox^c Landaark atatua* 

The encloaad folder explalna hov the aaleetlon of aitea ia node through 
atudies prepared by tte lational Survay Of Hiatoric Sitea and Buildings 
and avaluatad by tte Adviaory Board on national Parka, Hlatorle Sitea, 
BulIdlngB and Monuaenta* 

Tte lAndaarte Prograa la admioiaterad through our Kaglonal Offlea^. 
Certlflcatea aad aarkara are prepared in thia Offlea aad aant to tte 
proper teglona for preaentation to the ovnera* 

A aeartlfieate and a aarker ara available free of ooat for each landaark. 
Zt la our policy, however. In case of dual ovnerahlp to proivlte a 
certificate for eaoh ovner, but only one marker for tte alte. Accord­
ingly, va are encloalng application foma for tte oertlficate* If 
you vlah to apply for tte certificate, the forma ahould be coapleted 
In triplioata* Two coplea ahould te returned to ua* tou aay wLah to 
teep tte third oopy aa a part of your ovn recorda* As soon as ve 
receive tte coaipletad forma, ve v i l ^ teva a eartifieate prepared for 
you. 

We ara aending certificate applieatloa foraa alao to Mra. J* K. Wells, 
vho ve understand la tte otter ovaar of tte battlefield alta* 



AH mentioned above, a small bronze marker (plaque), about 1? Xl8 
ia alao available to the ovnera of aites designated ae landmarks. 
The marker Is usually attached to the walls of the hiatoric structure, 
or displayed in ecaie appropriate maimer on the historic property. I t 
may be faatened by four acrews or bolta to a boulder, or toaa masonry 
shaft or monument, alao. So far aa practicable. I t ahould be located 
In such a way that i t v i l l be protected from vandallam, and yet be 
readable by the public. Except for the name of the site, the texta of 
the landmark markers are a l l the some, as follows: 

(name of site) 
Has been designated a 
Registered National 
Historic Landmark 

Under the Provisions of the 
Historic Sitea Act of August 21, 1935 
This site poaaesses exceptional value 

In camasmoratlng and illustrating 
the history of the United States 

U. S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

• 3.961 

As va do not know vhich ovner sliould apply few the marker, i f one is 
desired, or >rtiether you night wish to apply Jointly, v i l l you kindljr 
consult vlth Mrs. Wells on this matter and make your viahes known to 
our Regional Office. Please write to Regional Director ThomatJ J. 
AJ\en, Region Three Office, National Park Sarvlce, Box 1728, Santa Fe, 
Nov Mexico. 

We v i l l be Ivappy to have you participate in the Landmarks Program. 

Sincerely yours. 

Director 

Enclosures 

Copy to: Regional Director, Region Three. Detached  
\Mr. Littleton 

JOLittleton:mg 9-22-61 
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Mra. J. K. Wells 
1 ML. Paredea Line Road 
Brovnavllle, Texas 

Dear Mra. Walls: 

We vlah to infom you aa mm af tte ovnera that Raaaoa te f{f\W 
tettlefleld, ^Ttoag^tea baan aalected as a hiatoric aita of 
exceptional value (Bational aignificaxtce), in ooaMaorating and 
lUuatratihg tte hlatory of tte Qbited Stetea* 

The Secretary of the Interior, pursuant to the Historic Sitea Act 
of Au^iat tx, 1935, tea aq^roved Resaca de la Palma Battlefield 
oa eligible for Registered tetiooal Hiatoric Landaark atatua. 

Tte enclosed folder explains how the aalaotion of altes is made through 
atudies prepared by the National Survay of Siatoric Sites and Buildine* 
and avaluatad by the Advisory Board on National Parks, Hiatoric Sites, 
Buildings and MinniiMin"tfl 

The Landaarte Program is admlnlatered throu^ our Regional Office^ ̂ 
Certificates and markers are prepared in thia Offioe and sent to the 
proper Regions for pireSontatlon to the owners* 

A certificate and a aarter ara available free of coat for each landmark. 
It ia our policy, hovaver. In aate of dual otearaMp to jarovide a 
certificate for eaoh ovner, but Mily ona asrter for tte aite. Accord­
ingly, va are encloalng application forte for tte certificate* If 
you idah to apply for tbe certificate^ the forma should te cmpleted 
in triplicate. Tvo copies should be returned to ua. You aay vlah to 
keep tha third copy aa a part of your ovn raoorda. Aa soon as we 
receive the completed forms, we will have a eertificate parepared for 
you. 

We are sending certificate applioati<ui forma alao to Mra. Dorthy R* 
Mlehalla, vho we understand is the other omer of the battlefield site. 



r 
As mentioned above, a small bronze marker (plaque), about 17''Xl8'* 
is also available to the owners of sites designated as landmarks. 
The marker is usually attached to the walls of the historic structure, 
or displayed i n some appropriate manner on the historic property. I t 
may be fastened by four acrews or bolts to a boulder, or toaa masonry 
shaft or monument, also. So far as practicable, i t should be located 
in such a way that i t w i l l be protected from vandalism, and yet be 
readable by the public. Except for the name of the site, the texts of 
the landmark markers are a l l the same, as follows: 

(name of site) 
Has been designated a 
Registered National 
Historic Landmark 

Under the Provisions of the 
Historic Sites Act of August 21, 1935 
This site possesses exceptional value 

i n commemorating and i l l u s t r a t i n g 
the history of the United States 

U. S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

1961 

As we do not know which owner should apply for the marker, i f one is 
desired, or whether you might wish to apply j o i n t l y , w i l l you kindly 
consult with Mrs. Wells on this matter and make your wishes known to 
oxu: Regional Office, Please write to Regional Director Thomas J. 
Allen, Region Three Office, Nationeil Park Service, Box 1728, Santa Fe, 
Nov Mexico. 

We w i l l be happy to have you participate i n the Landmarks Program. 

Sincerely yours. 

^ Director 

Enclosures 

Copy to: Regional Director, Region Three. Detached 
! Mr* L i t t l e t o n 

JOLittleton:mg 9-22-61 



L^d-IBH July 6, 1961 

Toi teglonal Director, Raglan three 

Proa: Acting Chief Hiatorian 

Subjects: National Survay of Historic Sites and Bulldinga: 
Ovnerahlp of Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma 

Tliank yoa for sending ua a copy of Mr. Stokely's letter concerning 
the ovnerahlp of the above altes. Ww have noted that Mr. Stokely 
gives two owners for Reaaca de la Palma and one owner for Palo Alto 
tettlefleld. 

Since only one owner is cited for Palo Alto Battlefield, the 
eartifieate and marker do not poae any particular problan, but 
in the case of the dual ownership fur the principal, inrtiona of 
Resaca de la Palma, we will need your advice aa to the certificate 
and marker for thia alte. 

In tte paat, va had laaxiad two certificates for a single site vhen 
there vas about equal dual owiwrahlp, and we will prepare tvo 
certificates for Resaca de la Palma i f you ao desire. As for the 
aarker, ve feel that only one bronze plaque sluuld be prepared for 
a aite even though there aay be skora than one owner. Ilie uai'ker 
should go to the principal ovner i f there is no public group or 
agency involved. In caaaa vhere a State or other agency is a partial 
ovner, ws feel tliat tbe marker should be Kivan to Uie State ur agency. 
Hovaver, aince the 3tate la not involved iicre, ve vouder which owner 
of teaaoa te la telma ahould be the recipient of the aarkei'. In thia 
oaaa, ve v i l l have to t e l l one owner ttet hla application fOm ia for 
a eartifieate on}.y. The praaant a|iplloatian foraa are for both tte 
aarkar aad certificate. 

te note alao ttet te. Stokely haa requested duplicate copies of the 
eartifioata for tte above sites for the Brovnavllle tlistoi-ical 
teaoclatlon teaaua. While ve do not feel ttet thia la neoeaaary, 
ve v i l l be guided by your wishes in thia aatter. 

We v i l l appreciate any help ycu can give ua. 

Acting Chief Hiatorian 
Copy to: Mr* Littleton 

JOLittletnn:ag 
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V-ONSTi- i UT I O ' « * L A M I N f W C N T a 

v**T r w g 4 ^ f i X / A K ' O ^ I 

Thomas J . Allen, Regional Director 
Region Three Office, National Park Service 
Box 1728 
Santa Fe , New Mexico 

1 

Dear Mr. Allen: 

I have received a letter from M r . Pr ice , Assistant Dia-ector, 
concerning the National Landmark atatue of our land. 

My mother , (Mra. Dorothy H. Michalia) gave an acre of thia 
land to the D . A . R. for a monument back in the late 30'a. It 
a^ta near the edge of our property and is adjacent to that of 
M r s . Welle. 

I have been unable to contact Mra . Wells as she is out of town. 
However, our families are close friends and I feel certain she 
would want to have the bronze plaque placed on the moniiment 
which is presently there, snd approved by the Texas Historical 
Society, as well as other historical groups. 

Pleaae mail the plaque in care of my office here in Brownsville, 
F i r s t National Bank Building, and I wil l Lave the local historical 
society attach it to the monument, if that m-eets with Anne Well's 
approval. 

HRH:v 

Sincerely, 

Hubert R. Hudson 

. • • 



L ^ 

teflon ihraa 
Santa Fe, Nov Merlco 

OCT 101961 
Hon. Hutert R. Hudson 

Brounsvllle, Texas 

Dear Senator Hudsoni 

Thank you for your lattar of Ootobar 6 conoamlng tte dmigtetion 

of tesate te la Palte Battlefield as a Regiatarad National Hlstorle 

LandMurk. Wa teliava tha solution you propose ta the problea of 

joint ovnerahlp is a fine ote, and that tte plaque vould te aost 

appropxlata attached to the existing aonuaent. Va tesuae that 

you hava, in Msordanee with Aaslstant Director Piriaâ s lettar, 

aate applieatlan to our Washington Office for the plaq:ua. Vhen 

it tate tean finished, wa stell notify you. 

Sincerely, 

J* M. carpenter 
Acting Regional Director 

Copy to: Director (2), v/two copies of Senator Hudson's letter 



OCT 10 1961 

THE SENATE OF 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 

AUOTIN 

Hubert R. Hudson 

Browns*ille 

Counties 

Cameron 
Hidalgo 

Conrad L. Wirth, E8q. 
National Park Service 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Wirth: 

^̂ y mother Mrs. Doroidiy H. Hudson Michalis (Mrs. Clarence G. Michalis 
of 800 Park Svenue, New Yflark) i s out of the county at the present 
time. She i s Joint ovneA of the ] ^ PR.ipA Battlefield v i t h 
the Hudson Estate of which I am trustee under my father's w i l l . 

I have signed the enclosed copies and sent them i n with this l e t t e r . 

H. R. Hudson 
Distri c t No. 27 
Brownsville 

COPY 



Mr. Conrad L. Wirth, Director 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Wirth: 

As the (ovner, ovners) of S(2yC<x^ 6 ^ / ^ ^ * v ; l ' 

(City) (County) (State) 

(l,ve) hereby make formal application for a certificate ( ) 
designating this historic property as a Registered National Historic 
Landmark. 

1. Fully conscious of the high responsibility to the Nation 
that goes v i t h the ovnership and care of a property classified as 
having exceptional value and vorthy of Registered National Historic 
Landmark status (l,ve) agree to preserve, so far as practicable and 
to the best of (my,o\ir) ed)ility, the historical integrity of this 
important part of the nationcd. cultural heritage. 

2. Toward this end, (l,we) agree to continue to use the 
property only for purposes consistent with i t s historiccLl character. 

3. (l,ve) 8ilso agree to permit an annual v i s i t to the 
property by a representative of the National Park Service, B& a 
basis for continuing landmark status. 

k. I f for any reason, the three conditions mentioned above 
cannot continue to be met, i t is agreed that the Registered 
National Historic Landmark status shall cease and that u n t i l such 
status is restored by the Secretary of the Interior, neither the 
Registered National Historic Landmark Certificate nor the Marker 
w i l l be displayed. 

Sincerely yours. 



L9& CMA Ruiatesa y>, X96I 

,f 

fitibjaal: tetlonal Oarvey of ^latcrlc Sitae and Bulldinga> 
i^ iea l lOD Fcawi Raaalvad 

A a t i ^ Gbiaf aiatorian ' I ' I 

te ara attaching copiaa of tite landaark applicalion forma for 
Uie fallcvlng aliaa 

1. Palo Alto. lakaa 
2. Raaaca te la 

check tiiaaa fteae eiid let ua know aa mu<ta aa poaalble I f 
«qr eorractleaa er chantfoa teouLi te aate la tiie adta 
given, otharvlaa tteae v i l l te tte aaiaea aa tî ey v i l l 
tte Tsmlaark Cartlflca^ee and 

Taa aagr mtsdn thaaa eoplaa of tte forma for yovor fi lea 

fiMi oaaar of faLe Alto haa aakad fte a bronae aarkai* saad va hava 
l ia ta i I t fer aamufacturlas. Pleaae let ua know to vbom tte 

iSiDuId te ahtjjsil idtan I t la reaSy. 

Acting C: ief HlatcrlMi 

Copy to: te. Uttleton 

JOUtUeton:bfr 11729/61 



ISarch 2, 1962 
L5d CHA 

M . 

To: teglnaal Diraetor, tegioa nnraa 

FTooi: Acting Chief Hiatorian 
atejact: R^;iatama Batioaal Hiatoric Laadaaik Cartlfleataa 

va ara aaoloalng tteaa Baglatarad tetioaal Hiatoric 
eartifieataa m fOIlcws: 

1. Glorieta Paae BatUefield, Nor Mexico 
The ownar haa made agpplieaticn for a naariter and ve have 
already been advised by you aa to vhom it should te 
abiytped tean i t is ready. 

2. Reaaca de ^ art^tftflg, TtT"" 
Only one certificate la encloaad for this site. Thia 

certificate ahould te praaanted to I^a. 7>arothy H. lltxlaQa 
Mlehalla tbroui^ her son, H. R. Hudson, vho signed the 
qpplicotiai and sent us a note to î his effect, October 10, 
1961 (copy aneloaad). d a othar owner of this site, 
litB. Valla, haa not yet mtuiaad tte application foraa 
ve Sent to her laat Sapbeater. You v i l l also recall 
ttet va ted aakad thaae ovaen to aate ttelr vishea 
kacwB to you about a aarter. We recall that Mr. llTidson 
wrote to you in regard to thia aatter but evidently 
our copy haa baaa aiaplaaad. Ki l l you kindly aand ua a 
copy of hia latter to you of OetObar 6, 1961* 

3. Palo Alto Battlefield, Texaa 
Aa evplicatioa for a mazter tea tean received for thia 
aite. Please odviae ua i f ve teouU ahip i t to 14ra. Boaio 
vhen i t ia mady. 

Acting Chief Historian 
3 

Copy to: Mr. Littletoa 

JOLittleton:tf> 
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Region Three 
Santa Pe, Nev Mexico 

MAR 14 1962 

NaaoranduB 

To: Director 

Prom: Regional Director 

Subject: National Survey of Historic Sitea and Buildings: 

We are attaching, as requested in your aemorandum of March 

tvo copies of Senator Hudson's letter to us of October 6, 1961. 

You v i l l note that the plaque for Resaca de la Palma should go 

directly to Senator Hudson at Brownsville. The plaque for Palo 

Alto should be shipped to Mrs. Lucille Boslo, 1605 Garfield St., 

Brownsville, Texas. Naanvhile, we shall write directly to 

these ovners to ascertain their wishes regarding presentation 

ceremonies. 

Thomas J. Allen 
Regional Director 

In duplicate 

Enclosure 



June 11, 1962 

L5S-CHA 

MecjorandiSB 

TO: Regional Idroctor, Roglan Throe 

Frcn: Chief, Division of History and Archeology 

Subject I National Sturv^ of Hiatoric Sitae and Ban dings t 
Landmark Ilarkers for Five Sitae in your Eagioa 

V.e find that we Imve no information in ragard to the wishes of 
the cf̂ mere of the following sites to have a Landmark maricer. Th@ 
application forms received frcsi these owners did not provide a 
space for i-equesting the marker. At the tixoe the certificates wero 
B«it to you, yro roijUBSted thst you ascertain the Washes of the 
owners end let us know if a marker should be prepared. 

1« Double .Adx>be, Arizona., Cartifioate sent to you March 23, 1961 

2, JA Ranch, Texâ . Certificate sent to you Movteber 29, 1961* 

3. Pecoc Pueblo, New Mexico. Certificate aant to you April 11, 1961. 

4* San Xavier del Bao, Arjjsona. Certificate sent to you March 23, 
1961. 

a *̂ ftftec* de la ̂ jagi, Texas. Certifioafee sent to you March 2, 1962. 
H In this QmrnyreT̂ ul askaci that the ownars let you know their ̂ .l̂ hes 
w in regard to a decision as to %d}idi of tha two should receive a marker (copy of 

correspondence to you). We have heard nothing farther frm them. Will 
you kindly look into ttdm matter? 

^ V.'e would appreciate your advise as to whether markers should be 
R prepared for the above sites as we are atteoptlng to have miothor 

q i§ group maQUfactured by a cccoercial ccdpaî y. This will briiig us up to 
^ 2 ^ marker production. 

S ^ v/ould also appreciate knowing the dates tlie certificates were 
praaanted, so that we ciay make tte prqpsr notation for our files. 

(Sgd) Herbert £. Î ahler 

Chief, Division of 
History and Ax'ehedot̂ ' 

C 
0 
P 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERICSl 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Region Three 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 

L58 
June 27, 1962 

To: Director 

From: Acting Regional Director 

Subject: National Siurvey of Historic Sitea and Buildings: 
Landmark Markers for Five Sitea In Region Three 

Following is the information reqpsasted in Mr. Kahler'a lUDtorandimi 
of June 11: 

1. Double Adobe. Arizona. The certificate was presented to the 
(absentee) owner, Mr. Lloyd Colder, Catallna Eatatea, Route 4, 
Box 91, Tucaon, by Dr. Ehdl W. Haury, Ariscma State Miiaeum, on 
Kay 21, I96I. Ue believe that no plaque shoxild be installed at 
thia alte- There is nothing there for any but the profeaaional 
archeologist to see, and there seems to be no point in avarding 
a plaque. Since no requeat has been received fron Mr. Colder, 
we recoomeiKi that the matter be dropped. 

2. JA Ranch. Texas. The certificate vas Bailed to the owner, 
Mr. H.H.V. Ritchie, JA Cattle Co., Palodiuro Poat Office, Texaa, 
on Decanber 5, 1961. Ch October 13, 1961, Vr. Ritchie wrote that 
he %ri8hed to aee the text of the plaque before applying for i t . 
te mailed him the text cm October 19 and have heard nothing froa 
him since. Inasmuch aa he haa aanifeated lit t l e interest in the 
Landmark program, and cuatamarlly apmda his aummera in Europe 
anyway, we recommend that no plaque be ordered imtil Mr. Ritchie 
appliea on hia own initiative. 

3* Pecoa Pueblo. N. Mex. At the requeat of the Muaeum of New 
Mexico, we are holding the certificate until the proposal to add 
Pecos to the National Park System is clarified. If Fecos becomes 
a National Monument, there will be no point in awarding a marker. 
We racosmend that none be ordered for the time being. 

4. San Xavier del Bac. Ariaona. Superintendent Becker of 
Tumacacori discussed Landmark preaentation arrangements with Fr. 

COPY 



Luis Baldmiado, 0*FJ(*, Route 3, Box 645, Tucaon, in April 1961. 
Fr. Baldonado requeated that the certificate be mailed to him 
(which waa dcme on May 26, 1961) and that diacuaaiona concerning 
preaentation te held after complation of the plaque. A plaque 
ahould therefore be oirdered. 

MarcS^IIII^^^I^^^^^Mtel^^^^fia'pil^^a'be shipped to Sen. H. R. 
Hudson, 610 First National Bank Building, Brownsville, te are 
atlll holding the certificate pending an answer from Senator Hudson 
to our requeat of March 15 for his vishea in the matter of pros* 
entation. A letter of April 3, 1962, from A* B. teatbrook. City 
Haxiager of Brovnavllle, statea that arrangcaents for a single 
presentation of certificatea and plaquea for Palo Alto, Resaca de 
la Palma, and Fort Brovn are being coordinated by the Brownsville 
Historical Society and requeata that further correapondence be 
addressed to the Director of the Society with copies to the ovnera 
of the three sites involved. 

(sgd) George W. Miller 

dearga V. Millar 
Acting Regional Director 

In duplicate 

COPY 



January l8, 1963 
L̂ -CHAH 

Meaorandua Y S uJ f f ^ 

To: Regional Director, Southwest tegion 

Froa: Acting Chief Hiatorian 

Subject: National Survay of Hiatoric Sitea and Bulldinga1 
Landaark Plaques for Sitea Hear Brovnavllle, Texaa 

te teve received a copy of your aeaoranilhMi of Decaater 11, 19̂ 2, 
to Mr* H* L. Stotely, Pteaidant of the Brovnavllle Historical 
teaoclatlon* In tte iworandua you stated ttet you understood 
froa tte Washington Office that tte Registered National Historic 
Landaark Plaques for Palo Alto and Resaca de la Paiaa had been 
shipped to Brovnsville* We believe thia stateaent is in error* 
The Palo Alto plaque vaa ahippad to Mrs* Lucille Boslo, I605 
Garfield Street, Brovnsville, Texas, according to instructiona 
received froa you* 

Tte teaaca dela Palna plaque has not yet been aanufactured. Sae 
aaBoranduaa of January 11 on tte order vhich la nov under vay. 
When the plaque for Reaaca de la Palaa la received, i t v i l l te 
ahlpped to Hon. Hubert R. Hudaon, 610 Firat National Bank Building, 
Brovnavllle, Texaa, vith a copy of tte letter to you. This is 
according to your instructions. 

te ara calling this aatter to your attention in tte ev<mt you are 
planning to tate part in the cezNasonies in vhich theae tvo i>laquaa 
aay te fwturad. 

Gterlaa W. Porter I I I 

cc: 

Mr. Littleton 

JOLittleton:mg 
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L58 

DEC 11 1982 . . ^ ^jy^y 

Mr. H. L. Stokely, President 
Brownsville Historical Association 
P. 0. Box 846 
Brownsville, Texas 

Dear Mr. Stokely: 

We understand from our Washington Office that the Registered National 
Historic Landmark Plaques for Palo Alto and^saca De La Palaa__fe.^ 
Battlefields have teen shTpped to Brownsville. Awaiting this 
development, we have been holding the Landmark Certificates in this 
Office. But now, as advised by Mr. Westbrook, your city manager, 
we are sending them to you so that presentation ceremonies for the 
three Brownsville Landmarks can be planned. Port Brown has already 
received both the plaque and the certificate; they were sent to 
the Nayor*a Office. 

Prom previous oorrespondenoe, i t appears that you might want a 
representative from this Office to participate In the presentation 
ceremony. This ve would be happy to arrange, should you s t i l l desire 
I t . 

It is indeed a pleasure for the Department of the Interior and the 
National Park Service to recognize the historical significance of 
these important Landmarks In Brownsville. Please let ua know i f we 
can be of further assistance to you. 

Sincerely yours. 

Thoaas J. ^ i M w i r n i 
Regional ni iJiflMff^m 

Enclosures (Landmark Certificates, 2) 

Director*^ 
Mr. A. B. Westbrook, City Manager, City of Brownsville, P.O. Box 911 

Brownsville, Texas 
Mrs. J. K. Wells, 1 Nile Paredes Line Road, Brownsville, Texas 
Nrs. Dorothy Nachalis, c/o Nr. Hubert Hudson, First National Bank 

Building, Bi*ownsvllle, Texas 
Nrs. Luclle Boslo, 1605 Qarfield Street, Brownsville. Texas 
The Brownsville Chamber of Commerce, Brownsville, Texas 

• ;&̂> - - ^ - ^ ' ^ l - • /f̂ -' ̂'-̂  ̂ '-- t-̂ '̂̂  f'''' ''>'̂  • ' 



April 5, 1963 
L58-CHAH 

Hon. Htibert R. Hudson 
610 First Ilational Baiik Building 
Brovnsville, Texas 

tear Nr. Hudaont 

This is to Infora you that ve are ahipplng the Registered National 
Hiatoric Landaark flagua for Iteaaca 4f j j F*'''^j IVlTTj to you 
today via Bailvay Qcpress. Wa VouU qgHreciate i t i f you vould 
advise ua vpcfix receipt of î he plaque. 

It is a pleosiure to have you participate in our Landaark prograa. 

Sincerely youre. 

Charlaa V. Porter I I I 
Chief Historian 

cc: 
Regicmal Director, Southwest 
Mr. Littleton 

JOLittleton:gb 



KXHO RARCH, INC. 
KDRBVXUJB, TBCAS 

13, 1963 

Mr. Conrad L. Wirth, Director 
tetioaal Park Service 
Departansnt of tte Interior 
Waahington 25, D. C. 

Sssr Nr. Wirthx 

liy sister-ln-lav Mra. Juaeph K. tells (Anna Saav Well^) died 
April 5th of this year and I inherited her hoaeaite Mhich ii» the 
site of the Resaca de la Palma Battlefield, teongst her papers 
vas a letter froa the National Park Service. I believe froa you 
but am not certain, stating that her honesite vas eligible for 
Registered National Historic Lendaark status, and attached to the 
letter was the blank fonu addressed to you for her to i i l i in and 
alga iu order to cotaply vith the conditions usvial in these cases. 
There vas a volxuoinous amount of correspondence and old papers 
in her home and i t vas while going throu^ them that I read the 
above mentioned correspondence. Unfortunately, I cannot find i t 
Tocj so am writing to Inform you that I am the owner cr the land 
and vould like very much to accept tte offer that you aade to 
my siater-ia-law. 

In view of your writing lirs. Wells I do not suppose i t is 
necessary for as to present proof of tte authenticity of the 
tettlefleld, but i f ycu so desire I can do so. Incidentally, 
on the hii^vay Immediately outside of qy fence there is n granite 
marker placed there by tte state of Texas and x>eadlug as follows: 

"The Battle of Resaca de la Palaia vas fouj^t here >%iy 9, 
I d ^ and the defeat of tte Mexican Army under General 
Mariano Arista by the United Statea groops vmoer 
General Zachary Taylor made good tte claim of Texas 
to the territory tetveen tte %iacea and the Rio Gbrecode. 

"Erected by tte State of Texas 1̂ 36." 

ThanKrLng you in advance for giving your attention to thia 
matter. 

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ Robert C. Vails 

RCWtVB 

COPY 



October 1, 1963 

L58-CHAH 

Mr. Robert C. W^lls 
King Ranch, Inc. 
KiasBviile, Taxas 

Dear Mr. Wellst 

We have re-aiv«d your l e t t e r of SeptesiiJer 13 concerain 
Jel^gaJjIl^Bjj^^ef i e l d , Texas, and Acting Diroctor PricJ iias" 

fonaed us of your telaphoae c a l l of September 20. We are happy 
to enclose application fonos for tlie Ratilstered National Historic 
Landriai-k Certificate. I f you w i l l Icindly f i l l i t out and i^turn 
i t t i j us, we w i l l have the certificate prepai*<3u arxd sent to you 
tlu'ou^ our Regional-Offioe i n 6ani;a Fe. 

I t haa been our policy i n cases of dual owiiership, such as Resaca 
de l a Paluia r>att.lefield, to isisue a certificate t:3 each owner. A 
eartifieate xms grepeirmi for i4rs. Dorthy H. x-liclialia, the other 
owner on March 2, lS6p.. Toe Si/iall oroxiae plaque was sent from our 
Washington Office on aprll U directly to Eon. Hubert R. Hudson, 
acting for l-h-s. Michalis. We presume that the plaque was placed 
on the granite marker adjacent to yu'Ur property. Only one plaque 
ia pi-ovided for aacli Landaai-k site. 

We appreciate your williniiuees to s e l l tc the yaderol aover.:̂T»n.ii 
tita 34 acre tract you nov own. In recognizing thi^< area as a 
Register ad Natlot\8l Historic Iwandmark, we have not given serious 
thcuglit to i t s Inclusion i : i bĥ» Hational Park ">-stea. We s i i a l l , 
however, be happy to explore thia proposal tlurjuiijh our Regional 
Office and w i l l write to you further about this loatter. 

Sincerely yours, 

JOHN M. CORBETT 

John M. Ccrbett 
Acting Chief, Division of 

History and Ai^cheology 

Encloatu:e 
cc: 

' ^ i r t e ^ T n ' ^ y ^ i Z ^ T t ^ e opinion and advice concerning 
l ^ ^ w S J a ^ ^ r o ^ f a l to a a l l his portion of the Resaca 
de l a Palma Battlefields 

j Mr. U t t l e t o n 
JOLittleton:mg 



L58 

Southwest Regicm 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 

OCT 1^1963 ' 

Memorandum 

To: Dixrector 

Prcan: Acting Regional Director 

Subject: National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings: 
Letter from Robert C. Wells re: Resaca de la Palma 
Battlefield 

We find no indication in Mr. Wells* letter of September 13 that 

he contemplates selling his property. As we read the letter he 

is merely applying for Landmark designation. In any event this 

Office can see no justification for the Service purchasing this 

property. 

'(SIGNEJDT 

J. M. Carpenter 

In duplicate 



Dr. Porter October 21, 1963 

Littlettm 

Telephone call From Senator Tower's Office re Resaca de la 
Palma, Texas — — — « . 

I called Mr. Friedteia aa you suggested* He vas away, and 
Mr* Tovery returned his call. Mr. Tovery said they would lite 
to have any inforaation that ve aigbt have on Resaca de la 
Palaa regarding its Importance, and its Landaark status. I 
told him of tte Landaark status, and that I vould also send 
him any cozrespondence as aU^t have regarding tte laportance 
of tte battle. 

I v i l l prepare a letter to Senator Tover giving this inforaation 
sark i t for the attention of Mr. Tovery. 

Mm 0. Littleton 



0. 
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la rasyunsa te yter tatefteaa rafMa%» te asa tevfy te yravite i«a 
vita tte ftkUaalat talteaatloa mm U M U M l a af teaasa te l a tetea 

aiate aa a plase of aaoapUoaal Nlsterlaai lagortaaaa la tte hlatory 
of tes United 9l«»te, aaA asa asssg#sft Tiniteit atatea tla 
atuASte ot tte iMtitiwsl Sartey af Itstusts 9i%te saA ftiilliTti^i 
Thia states asa n^l loal ly •aanaiced la a OaftetesateL ystea 
of teateter 1ft l i i d * later a oarttflssita mft teaaoa ylanaa 
asftliU tiMi alte te a teglstisisl Mattaoal matorle Tsiteart 
pvte sad acte te tea. Itewtl^ I. IWteallat ate te tea of tlai 
of tea teatevle teMteftalA aite. 

Mm ara tealasfag a vary sirart dassrlpMaa af tea M U Alto rad tte 
tesaaa te l a mmm teteiteftelte lar pear laftwHwiiloa. AS tteae 
teMlte vara lnwartaat psrte of tea ter alte teaioo, ttey sra, af 
ssaraa» stenpiteli aavarad la Mstevite ef teat mm vblte aaf te 
fated te aaat mWUIa Xltearite. tea aaoli anrk la tea Vte alte 
HfflftT ^ Ĵ MMta «. teAte, S tete«« I r a Sate* m m i a S S r c S S S $ 1919< 

alao te aa aaearpt f»ois t | | I H j l i f ' i ••^ (pteltetes toy tte 

tea teitete Of wsiapa i a te fWM^ tea aaeecA 
mmmemmt̂  ue mm teatate ter» aaa ftatete oa 
tegr % l iMs teaa teAte* Matea teraaa aater 

•tetete a nijasliiir teictessi teres 
telate a atevt Alatease Mate of 

alte «f teiwterflla After turn-
lag tte tewlsra le f t A M I ^ , tette raatated te 



a dlaorterly t l i ^ , teylor*a ate 
aoaar te tea Nte 
5̂ 7 kUladi 

13 killed sad 

VlU te telpfai to yte. 

Jote Ha Cettete 
Aettes Aaalataat oiraetar 

JOUttlatoati« 10-82-63 



L58-CHAH „ NAPo:.-v , r: ;:yEY Q^^TpU^ 
HISTORIC L;r .. . ..V ^ L'jlLDINbS 

memorandum 

To: Regional Director, Southwest Region 
Acting Assistant 

From: Director 

Subject: National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings: 
Letter from Robert C. Wells re: Resaca de l a Palma 
Battlefield " 

You are quite right that there was no indication i n Mr. Wells' 
le t t e r of his willingness to s e l l his property. There i s , however, 
an indication of his proposal i n oiur reply to him (copy to you) to 
which we respectfully called your attention. 

Mr. Wells' offer to s e l l his property was made in a telephone c a l l 
to Assistant Director Price on September 20. The telephone c a l l i s 
mentioned i n the f i r s t paragraph of o;ir l e t t e r to Mr. Wells. There 
were no details of the proposal. He merely called Mr. Price and 
said he would lik e to s e l l the property to the National Park Service. 

Our note on the copy of the lette r you received asked for your 
opinion and advice. We promised to write Mr. Wells further after 
exploring the matter with your office. The one sentence of advice 
and opinion given i n Acting Regional Director Carpenter's memorandum 
of October l 6 to us is not adequate to frame a reply to Mr. Wells* 
There fore, we would appreciate further comment on this matter, and some 
reasons why you think that the Service would not be interested i n 
this property. We w i l l then write to Mr. Wells and give him the 
Service's opinion. 

/s/ John M. Corbet 

cc: 
Mr. L i t t l e t o n 

JOLlttleton:mg 10-2Ĵ -63 
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L58-CHAH 

K I N G R A N C H , I N C . 

KINGSVILLE, TEXAS 

Octobe r 30 , 1963 
TELEPHONE LYRIC 2-6411 

CABLE: KINGRANCH 

Mr. John M. Cprbett 
U.S. Department of the I n t e r i o r 
N a t i o n a l :^ark Service 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Corbett: 

I t was k i n d o f you to enclose the a p p l i ­
c a t i o n forms f o r the Registered N a t i o n a l H i s t o r i c Landmark 
C e r t i f i c a t e w i t h your l e t t e r o f October 1 s t . I would pre­
f e r not t o f i l l i n these forms i n view o f the i n f o r m a t i o n 
contained i n the second paragraph o f your l e t t e r under 
r e p l y . 

I n a d d i t i o n t o the i n f o r m a t i o n given i n 
my l e t t e r of September 13th t o Mr. Wirth, I b e l i e v e t h a t 
the b a t t l e took place a t the l o c a t i o n regarding which I 
have been w r i t i n g you because of maps of the b a t t l e as 
f o r example the two contained i n the f o l l o w i n g books: 

"War w i t h Mexico" by R. S. Ripley, 
Brevet Major i n the United States 
Army, F i r s t Lieutenant o f the Second 
Regiment of A r t i l l e r y , e t c . , i n two 
volumes published by Harper & Brothers, 
82 C l i f f S t r e e t , New York. 1849. 

"Campaign Sketches of The War With Mexico" 
by Capt. W. S. Henry, U. S. Army. Pub­
l i s h e d by Harper & Brothers, 82 C l i f f 
S t r e e t , New York. 1847. 

A study on the ground o f these maps and jthe 34 acres abou1 
which I wrote you would d e f i n i t e l y show t h a t the b a t t l e took 
place on those 34 acres though the shooting s t a r t e d when 
Taylor was northwest of t h i s area. The b a t t l e d i d not take 
place t o the n o r t h or northeast, i n other words on the Hudson 
land-

- 1 -



Page 2 

Mr. John M. Corbett October 30, 1963 

You r e f e r t o a bronze plague sent t o 
Hudson and say t h a t you "presume t h a t the plaque was 
placed on the g r a n i t e marker adjacent t o your property." 
The plaque was not placed there nor any other place t h a t 
I know o f , c e r t a i n l y not v i s i b l e from the highway. 

Please do not take t h i s l e t t e r to be a 
request t h a t you undo anything already done, and under 
no circumstances do I wish t o s t i r up any arguments. I 
only wish t o e x p l a i n why I am not f i l l i n g i n the applica­
t i o n forms, and once again wish t o thank you f o r having 
sent them t o me. 

Sincerel y , 

Robert C. Wells 

ROW: VB 



I N REPLN- REFER T O : 

L58 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

H '.NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Southwest Region 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 

AIR MAIL 
Memorandum 

OCT 3] 1963 

m 

To; Director 

Prom; Acting Regional Dii'ector 

Subject: NSHSB: Letter from R. C. Wells re: Resaca de la Palma 
Battlefield 

We cannot see why further comment, as requested by Dr. Corbett's 
memorandum of Octc er 2^, is needed, or why specific reasons need 
be l i s t e d , as also requested therein, for our assumption that the 
National Park Service would not be Interested in buying this prop­
erty. Rather, we cannot think of any good reason why i t would be 
seri' usly considered and we do not understand why Mr. Wells was 
not Informed at once that the offer by the Service, which he 
referred to, involved merely the recognition of the site with a 
certificate and a plaque attesting to i t s designation as a Registered 
National Historic Landmark. 

The area has never previously been formally proposed or seriously 
considered, so far as we know, for addition to the National Parte 
Service System. We find i t hard to believe that you now intend 
to authorize and direct an investigation for that purpose by the 
Division of National Park and Recreation Area Planiilng. In writing 
to Mr. Wells i n answer to his September 20 telephone c a l l , you might 
wish to explain to him the procedures for Investigation and study 
and evaluation and consideration of proposed areas, and mention that 
neither the Advisory Board nor the f i e l d historians of the Service 
have recommended the acquisition of the battlefield as a unit of 
the National Park System. 

a. MiUcr 



c. mojM 

Mr. maxmi 

1, Aotiac Gkiaf« DlviaiM of Histozy «ai itrtMnlrny» 
N. OcKWtt to yM a»ou« rmr orfv of t i f f i i s r 13 

te ooU tlM 3>»-M«« tnMit «t tte site ef tte bottle of Jteyaca 
teJUJBilML tte foiteoi nwiMMitel* Or. OMteM'o totter 
ladloateA thot wo would lorito to jvo furtter la oowwotloo witk 
tido effte oftor m ted oaeteivid viowo vitta mm lotfteil Ofttoo 
ia 6«te Fo. 

M« te a jteltlBB to 0^ tete teo tetioaol tevk 8«nrite 
no% invooo to I • Bumfl tte oito of teoooa do U MLaa for 

Vodoral li l l l l am p. Iteo io eoaoiotoat, of OOOTM, witli poot aotite 
Ite otte for tegteUtod tettitaol Hiotorie 

teMteol Porte, JMotorto Sitoo, BoiUii^, 
Mottric oltot for ttelr tetltert ii«oototeo» aod test woo tte 
yraoMO AAlteod te tte eooo of teoote te la teteo. tet oUgibiUty 
tm teodaovk otatao dOte aot eanry aagr tepUoatloo ttet fodoral 
owteihiy io • i ^ o t i i . Itero teo aooar boat ogr oetioa by tte 
Mvlooty teMPd or tte Diyartewt of tte latertte tte* 
oate fteteo fm teoooo te la Mao. 

Wo aoffo tela clorifloo for you tte steteo ef teoeeo te U folaa 
teittlonold oito te Paooitotettl otodloo aad oUao. If ttero ia 

(sgd) Thomas E-ilJlSaJS. 

cc: 
teidiOBol Sirootorf 
'ijBraneh of Hlatory 

REAppleman:Jmw II-7-63 



L^CHAH 

SubJact: Rasaca de la Palaa tettlefleld Site 

Wo understand fran Actliog Rogioaal Director Miller'a ooaerandum of 
October 31 concerning Resaca de la VOlaa in Texas that the Region 
le opposed to giving further tteu^^t to the possibility of roeon-
aaallTig that the slto of the battltfield Reaaca de la Palaa te 
conaldered for Federal ownarahlp. Wo are glad to have thia exproaalon 
of viewpoint aa i t coinddea wlto our oaa. We teve already auffleently 
atoted the aaae attitude la a letter dated October Sk, to Coogroaaman 
Kllgore of Texaa from Actiag Aaaiatant Director Ck)rbett. You ahould 
have a copy of thot lettw by this time. 

We do not know ̂Aiother there ia any connection between Congreoaaaa 
Kllgore'a letter and Mr. Wella' roeaot letter. But before reporting 
to Nr. Wella apocifically cm hia offer to aoll tte alto of tte 
Reaaca de la palao Battlefield, idiieh he now owns, wo tteught i t 
beat to check with you further, and ttet account a for our manoraadua 
of October 23 onlhla aubject* 

Now ttet we teve acting Rogioaol Dlreotor Miller'a maoorandum we 
ahall write to Mr. Wells atotiag la effect ttet we teve no lnt<mt 
to reconsoend tte teaeM» de la Palma Battlefield for Federal ownarahlp. 

^ Braaaoh of jtiotory 

IHApplaaen:^ U-7-63 



K I N G R A N C H , INC. 

K i n g s v i l l e , Texas 

November iky I963 

L58-CHAH 

Mr Thomas F. Flyrni 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Washington, D.C. 202U0 

Dear Mr. Flynn: 

Thank you for your l e t t e r of November 8 regarding the Resaca de la. 
ggTrna Battlefield. I might explain that at the time I mentioned the 
matter to Mr. Corbett, I had received an offer to purchase and I thought 
that before I accepted the offer i t might be well to find out i f your 
Depetrtment had any interest i n the matter and give you f i r s t choice. 

I have sold the property to some Brownsville residents, Mr. Fausto Yturria 
and his two sons, Frank smd Fausto, Jr. 

Thanking you again for the information i n yo\ir l e t t e r . 

Sincerely yours, 

ROBERT C. WELLS (signed) 

RCW:vb 

COPY 

Cct Southwest Region 12-î -U3 



MOV 1 9 

L^CSAH 

To: laglwiel Director, Southveat 

Froa: Chief, Divlaion of Hlat<»ry oad Archeology 

Subject: tettlo of Roooca de l a telaa^Taaoo 

There ia encloaad a oopy of Hr« Robert C. Wella' letter of October 30 
I naoaiiUiig further on tte alto of tte tettle of Reaeco de la Palao, 
^ oerea of wlii<^ te oana. You will noto ttet te contends tte actual 
alto of tte battle ia on hiateod and aot «i ttet of Mr. I^tylor to the 
north. 

You WiU te intereatod in Mr. WelU* atatonant ttet tte BoglBtervd 
tetiooal Hiatoric tendaork broase plaqjoe iaaued by tte Departaaat 
teo not been placed, to tte bast of hia teowledge. Periaapa i t will 
te poaalble for a aaabar of your staff to (±teck on thia matter vten 
in tte vicinity on other or rolotod buoiaooa. 

I f your Office ateuld bovo any future corvodgcMrtsaoo with Mr. Taylor 
Obout tte aarker or tte alto wo euggeot ttet you do not aentlon 
Mr. Wella, beoouso, oo you will noto froa too lost porogrî h of hia 
lettcar, he doea not wont to boeoae involved in ony controveray in 
tte aotter. 

ilerbert £. Kaliler 

oc: 
ĵ Ĵ mtxch of History 

itjmm ll-ld-63 



0£c 

Southwest Region 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 

L̂ a 

Mr. H. L. Stokely, President 
The Brounsvllle Hiatorloal Association 
Brownaville, Texas 

Dear Nr. Stokely: 

This letter la in reference to the designaticxi of .Fost Brown and 
Palo Alto and Reaaca tela PaJjma Battlefields as Registered National 
Hlatorlo ^̂ ^WJTKSU î mr.npnn Indicate that both tte ofJlblil' 
IjanSmrk certificates and the bronze Landmark plaques teve been sent 
to Brownsville. (The certificates for Palo Alto and Resaca de la 
Palna Battlefields were sent to you in December I962; the certificate 
for Fort Brown was sent to the Nayor of Brownaville in March I96I; 
the plaque for Fort Brown was sent to the Nayor In April 1962; the 
plaque for Reaaca de la Palma was sent to Mrs. Lucille Boslo In 
October I962; and the plaque for Resaca de la Palma was sent to 
Mr. Hubert R. Hudson, representing NTs. Dorothy H. Nictelis, about 
July 1962). 

As is Indlcatod In previous correspondence with you and with 
authorities of the City of Brownsville, tha Brounsvllle Historical 
Association haa been designatod tte ogaicy responsible for coordinating 
the presentotion of the Landmaric certificates and plaques for these 
three important historic sltos. Not having heard from you in some 
time, and, naturally, being intorested in tte status of these Land* 
marks, we would appreciate your letting us knou whether the official 
presentationa teve been made. If so, could you tell us who has 
custody of the oertiflcotos and uhere the plaques are mounted. 

As we teve indicated before, this Office will be hâ py to cooperate 
wlto you on the presentetions. If they are yet to be made. 

Sincerely yours. 

Donlel B. Beard 
Regional Director 

cc: 
Director (2) 



December l6, 1963 

Mr. Daniel B. Beard, Regional Director 
Unitod Stotos Department of Interior 
P. 0. Box 1728 
Santo Pe, New Mexico 

Dear Mr. Beard: 

TJiank you for your lettor of Novomter 29to, wito reference to tte 
designation of Fort Brown and Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palna 
Battlefields as registered National Historic Landmarks. 

bronze Landmark plaques have been received and erected at tte 
Battlefield sites. The Certificates for Palo Alto and Resaca de 
la Palma Battlefields, which were sent to me are in my possession 
and ready to te hung in place in tte rotunda of Jacob Brown Audi-
torixmi at the Port Brown Memorial Center. 

I regret to advise you t t e t tte Certificate for tte Fort Brown 
Battlefield, \dilch was sent to tte mayor of Brownsville at tte 
Brownsville City Hall, has been lost or misfiled. Tte mayor and 
City manager, as weU as a l l otters concerned, are greatly dls-
taressed; and we ask t t e t you use your good offices to procure for 
us a dupHcato of tte Fort Brown Battlefield Certificate prior to 
He dedication ceremonies on January Uto. 

Enclosed flnr'„ photoatotlc eojcr of letter ircm C. C. Stewart, Chalr-
nan Caneron ̂ °^ty Tastoricdi Survey Committee, regarding a meeting 
^Tte TCraoh January lOto wlto officials of the Texas Stote Histor­
ical Foundation. On tte following day, January 11, 196k, the dedi­
cation ceremonies of tte bronze plagues w i l l take place, as well as 
the dedication of tte landmark certificates in Jacob Brown Audi­
torium. There w i l l be a business meeting at 10:00 A.M. on January l l t o 
followed by a luncheon at Fort Brown Motor Hotelj and toe dedication 
ceremonies w i l l begin at 2:00 P.M. 

On tehalf of toe Survey Committee, City Officials, and tte Brownsville 
Historical Association, you and any officials of yx>ur department are 
cordially invited to attend and take part In toese ceremoziles. You 
are also invited to take part In tte meeting on January lOto wlto 
the officials of tte State Historical Foundation, and a l l otter 



Mr. Daniel B. Beard December l6, I963 
United States Dei)artment 

of Interior 

interested parties. 

We suggest that you write direct for hotel reservations at 
Fort Bẑ wn Motor Hotol, Brownsville, Texas, and send me a 
copy of yomr lettor for hotol reservations so tt e t I can 
make sure that your request is confirmed. 

Appreciating yoxxr cooperation and trusting t t e t you and otter 
aaabers of your department w i l l be wlto us on this occasion, 
we are. 

Sincerely yowca, 

BROWNSVILI£ HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 

By: H. L. Stokely, President 

cc: 
Capt. C. C. Stewart, Chairman, Cameron CHSC 
The Hon Ben Shepard, Pres., TSHSC 
A. Gonzalez, Mayor of Brownsville, City Hall 
B, Cox, Vice Pres., Brownsville Historical Assn. 
Steve Boslo, Mgr., Brownsville Chamber of Commerce 
B i l l Rudd, Greater Brownsville Comnlttee, City Hall. 
Van Kennedy, Regional Director, TSHSC. 

COPY 
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13. 19^ 
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f t 

iriatoaiMt, PAIi 

rUlo MistarU tites 

itsd I porUaipo%sd im tte maetiiv of Ite lOaos ttoto llsterisal 
Lttoe oad tte furvey teMittooo sf Ite seteral lanlteeil lOati 
Jteaory U ot BrowtevUlt. Tte oaallsg ia Ite awaiag ia-

votwog 0 toriea ef rsporto by toe sovefal aoaaliat aid finally o vsfoMl 
tote I present Ite tore* eertifiaotea ate plagaao. liaoo Itete aaro la 
rof leaa 1OOOU«M, aaaa of which happened te te wtera tea srtoi (otei 

7») aad I hoypenad to to and ainoe It was olraody 15 aiastoo pMl teo 
•otedttled laMh U M , I raotrlotod oy brief 

Ite liMBhsoa ol the Ft. Broas tetel waa well olloaOad ani m. iualar*8 
OM flaa allho««h I am s u i l allghlly oeafosed oo to wte ass 

teal to atea. I did getter ttere woo muah toaffU ia aet ten and 
aotioatei »o«te»a oa muah by profit oo fofertotim. 

»oHoo1^ lunah Ite grsi^ Irovolled to and iodiaoted tte tteto 
01 t p g l i U l o , f^ootoJW. aad, 
seooistod of teo bHef^^te ol M 
«M Ir • totel teoto laoolOT or 
fciittelte W 0 iteiliito far fteto offioe, X 
11 ate a titte ted loaal iteo oo it ateoU 

HUsaol Park tervioo 
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UNITEP STATES 
DEPARTMENT O F T H E INTERIOR 

HflVICE 

tezioo 

JAN 21 864 

Tot Diroctor 

Actiag tegioaol Ureetor 

tetlgnal SurVajuof llatorlo Sitea ate teildiagst 
tedloatloa of teowasvillo 

gttbjoet: 

te enclose Superlntaadent tewen'a report of tte preaaatotion 
oaraaoniea at Browoavilla, Texaa, fer Ite fellooing landaarte; 
Pert Brown, Polo Alto tettlefleld, ate Reaaca de la P i ^ 
Battlefield. r 
Bsoding tetoi 
ttet te 
fpoid ,reg|nl1og 
worthy* »^ 

tte lines of Nr. Boweo'a report, i t ia oteious 
hlaaelf loneosely ot tkia affair, l i s aong-
toe Pert Ringgold affair ia oapeclally oeto-

Hr. teaaa has previously reaaxked ttet la aootteaat Texas 
te is "Mr. Park terrioo". Wo plan to oeoeoroga thia laage 
ia owery woy poaalble. Ate we bapo toot te will eontlaue to 
voluBteer for asalganamto ausb as tbis oaa. I t is indaai 
eaonsatoble to flat o •speriateadeat ae iatoroatod ia tte 
Lanteaik Progrte, ote ao willlag to lOBaooo blaoolf te 
laoaliy ate aoaieSpal hiatorieol oetivitiea. 

awpt., lodrs Isload 



January 29, 1964 

L58-OHAH 

Memorandum 

To: Regional Director, Southwest Region 

From: Chief Historian 
Subject: National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings: 

Dedication of Brownsville landmarks 
Thank you for your memorandum of January 21 t e l l i n g us of the 
dedication of Brownsville landmarks and enclosing a copy of Super­
intendent Bowen's report. 

From yotir memorandum and Mr. Bowen's report i t is not quite clear 
as to whom the certificates and markers were presented. Were any 
of the owners or euiministrators of the three landmairks present? 
Do you know whether any of the msirkers were placed at the landmark 
sites before or during the ceremonies? We have noted that from 
copy of yo\u: l e t t e r , November 29, to Mr. H. L. Stokely that you 
had asked where the plaques were mounted. 

Mr. Bowen mentions that after lunch he went with the group to 
dedicate the State Markers at Brownsville, Palmeto H i l l , and Brazos 
Santiago. Are these the sjKsts for the landmark plaques also? 
For our record of each landmark we need to know to whom the certificate 
suid plaque were presented. I t is also helpftil i f we know where the 
plaque i s located. 

We appreciate Mr. Bowen's help i n the Landmarks program. Please 
convey owe thanks to him. 

/ / Charles W. Porter I I I 

cc: 

Mr. L i t t l e t o n 

JOLittleton:gb 
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Padre Island National Seashore 
P. 0. Box lt012 

Corpus Christi, Texas 78J|08 

L58 Pebruary 11, 1961* 

NaiK>randum 

To: Regional Director, Soutowest Region 

x'TQu: Superintendent, PAIS 

Subject: National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings 
Dedication of Brownsville Landmarks 

Tte information requested in Chief Historian Porter's memo of January 29, 
subject as above, is mostly contained in Mr. Stokeley's letter of 
Deceater l6 to you. I can add tte following froa observation. 

Mr. Stoksloy says tte plaques teve been received and erected at tte 
Battlefield Sites. Ttet takes care of Palo Alto and Resaca do la 
Palma (neither of which were visitod during tte dedication). At Fort 
Brown tte concreto pedestal was in place but tte bronze pleujue had not 
been installed. I*m sure i t has by now. 

Tte two certificatos were framed and mounted on tte wall of tte Jacob 
Brown Auditorium at tte Fort Brown Memorial Center, as Mr. Stokeley 
stotod. Tte third one was, as of tte dedication, s t i l l "misplaced." 

I inquired at tte time, but was unable to ascertain, wtether or not tte 
prox>erty owners were in tte audience. If so, no particiilar mention was 
aade of them. You can clarify to whom tte plaques and certificatos were 
''sent" tetter than I—ttey were not "presented" to anyone formally, as 
noted, ttey were already in place tere and ttere. 

Psrteps this mi^t be clarified by saying ttet tte group was ruzming 
their own show and really didn't know Jtist how to work tte N.P.S. into 
tte program. I made ttelr protelm as easy as possible which seemed 
logical. You will noto toat tte areas visitod were (wito tte exception 
of Fort Brown) not tte sltos desigoatod by tte Service. Logical enough 
since, wito 196^ approaching, they were concentrating on tte Civil—not 
tte Mexican War. 

I hope tte above will telp to clarify tte situation. 

William L. Bowen 

COPY 



Soutowest Region 
Santo Fe, NOW Mexico 

L58 March 3, 

Memorandum >^ ^C. ^^C^ 

To: Director /"^ i^-f^— 

Front Acting RegioneJ. Director 

Subject: National Survey of Historic Sltos and Buildings: 
Brownsville Landmark Presentotions 

In response to your request for more specific information on 

subject loresentatlons, we forward tte enclosed copies of 

correspondence. We hope to tear f̂ cm Mr. Stokely, wito 

additional information, in tte near future. 

George W. Miller 

In dtrpllcato 

COPY 



THB EROWNSVILLB: 

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 

browns viUe, texos 

March 5, 196U 

Hon. Daniel B. Beard 
Regional Director 
National Pao-k Service 
United Stotes Department of Interior 
P. 0. Box 728 
Santo Fe, New Mexico 

Dear Mr. Beard: 
Your reference: L-58 

ISiank you for your kind letter of February 12 reagrdlng tte dedication of 
tte three landmark plaques in Brownsville on January 11, and we wish to 
acknowledge receipt of the di^llcato landmark certificato for Fort Brown, 
replacing the one ttet was lost. 

Me ore pleased and gratoful ttet Mr. Bowen took part In the decication 
ceremony which was attended by members of tte Texas Stoto Hlstosrlcal Survey 
Cconlttoe and local citizens. 

In response to your inquiries, please te advised ttet Mr. Steve tosio, 
Bxecutive Vice President of tte Brownsville Chamber of Comoerce, was present 
representing his mother, Mrs. Lucille Boslo, Uho is tte owner of tte Palo Alto 
battlefield site, and several city officials were present representing the 
City of Brownsville, owners of tte Fort Brown site. Tte owners of tte 
Resaca de la Palma battlefield site were represented by several directors 
of tte Brownsville Historical Association. 

Tte landmark plaques are mounted at tte three battlefield sltos. Tte one at 
Fort Brown is located directly in front of tte main entrance to Fort Brown 
Meaorial Center on tte Fort Brown Military Reservatinn. Tte other two are 
located on Paredes Line Road, one approxlmatoly two miles norto of Brownsville 
and tte otter about seven miles norto of Brownsville. 

All three landmark certificatos are framed and hung in tte main foyer of tte 
Jacob Brown Auditorim at Fort Brown Memorial Center, which property of course 
is owned by tte City of Brownsville. 

Regarding tte custody of tte plaques - regulations provide ttet ttese are tte 
property of tte owners of tte land, idio presxmably would teve custody of them. 
As to tte custody of tte certificatos - ttey are located in a building owned 
by tte City of Brownsville, dey are framed and erected by tte Brownsville 
Historical Association, \diich is a permanent non-profit organization 
establlsted in 191*7, and dedicated to tte preservation of our historical teritage 
in this area. 

I believe ttet our organizatlonwill always te in a position to keep your office 
inforaed regarding ttese historical plaques and certificatos or any other 
matter concerning the history of this section of tte country. 



4 

Appreciating your cooperation regarding ttese matters, we 

Sincerely yours. 

EROWNSVILIJS HISTGRICAL ASSOCIAHOH 

BYi /s/ H. L. Stotely, President 

cct Mr. William Bowen 
National Park Service 
Utaited Stotos Deportnent of Interior 
Corpus Christi, Texas 

C O P Y 



L58-CNP April 10, 1964 

Mr. George W. H i l l 
Executive Director 
Texas Stote Historical 

Survey Committee 
112 B. l8th Street 
Austin, Texas 

Dear Mr. H i l l : 

This is by way of follow-up to our Febrtiary 10 letter concerning a 
memorial at toe site cf toe Battle of Resaca de la Palsia. We teve 
now had opportunity to look into toe znatter furtter and would like 
you and tte Texas State Historical Survey Committee to teve toe 
following information. 

The battlefield sitos of Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma, Cameron 
County, Texas, were f i r s t studied by toe National Park Service in 
19^0. Tte sites were considered to be worthy of national distinction, 
however, i t was f e l t that national historic sites close to toe border 
and emphasing toe defeat of Mexico would certeinly not promote 
international goodwill and friendship wlto Mexico. 

A supplemental stody and report in 19̂ 7 concluded that i t was 
unnecessary to acquire toe battlefield sites but toat i t is important 
that ttey be permanently marked and that such permanent markers had 
already been erected and furtoer action on toe part of tte National 
Park Service was not necessary. Tte sites of tte Battles of Palo Alto 
and Resaca de la Palma were later studied in toe National Sarvey of 
Historic Sites. This sttidy was submitted to toe Advisory Board on 
HatiotiELl Parks, Historic Sitos, Buildings and Monuments at i t s kSnd. 
meeting in March 1960. Tte Board evaluatod toese sitos as possessing 
exceptional value for the purpose of illustrating and commemorating 
tte history of toe Utalted Stotos, and tois recommendation was acceptod 
by toe Secretary of toe Interior. 

Ttese sites accoedlngly became eligible for Registered National 
Historic Landmark states which entitled tte owners of tte sites, upon 
request to tte Secretarial Landmark certificate and toe Department's 
bronze Landmark plaque. Ihe certificate and markers attesting 
Landmark statiis teve been supplied. 



The Board did not, tewever, recommend tt e t either of toese sltos be 
considered for addition to tte Nationaa Park System. Evaluation of 
tte sites eis eligible for landmark stotus by the Board does not imply 
recommendation for Federal ownership as a national monument or national 
memorial. 

We certainly appreciato your interest and tt e t of toe Texas State 
Historical Survey Committee in commemorating this historic site and wish te 
encourage appropriate action by toe State of Texas or by local 
historical agencies. 

Sincerely yours. 

/s/ C. Gordon Fredine 
Acting Assistant Director 

cc: 
Hon. Joe M. Kllgore, Hovise of Representatives (detached) 
Regional Director, Soutowest 
Mr. Melvin 
Mr. Harrison (detached) 
Mr. Kahler 
CHP 

JL0rr:ler 3/26/64 
Rewritten: " : ler 4-10-64 

C O P Y 



F R A N K X). Y T U R R I A 
S U I T E SOO B O C A C H I C A T O W E R 

2 t o o B O C A C H I C A B L V D . 

BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS 7 8 5 2 0 

February 12, 197 5 

Mr. Horace Sheely 
Chief H i s t o r i c Sites Survey 
1100 L Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Sheely: 

P a t r i c i a Heintzelman who i s w i t h the 
Landmark Review P r o j e c t f o r the United States 
Department of the I n t e r i o r gave me your name 
and address and suggested t h a t I w r i t e d i r e c t l y 
t o you regarding the h i s t o r i c a l s i t e known as 
Resaca de l a Palma B a t t l e f i e l d . 

A number of years ago the plack issued 
by the Department of the I n t e r i o r commemorating 
the Resaca de l a Palma B a t t l e f i e l d f e l l i n t o the 
hands of Mr. Hubert Hudson of t h i s c i t y . The 
plack was embedded i n t o the b r i c k w a l l of h i s 
swimming pool dressing room. Not only i s the 
plack found i n an undesirable l o c a t i o n , but i t 
i s outside of the boundaries of the National 
H i s t o r i c landmark area. 

Since I am the owner of the Resaca de l a 
Palma B a t t l e f i e l d , I am w r i t i n g t o i n q u i r e i f i t 
i s p o s s i b l e t h a t your department r e t r i e v e the plack 
i n order t h a t i t may be put i n i t s proper place and 
f o r p u b l i c view. I f t h e o r i g i n a l plack cannot be 
repossessed, perhaps a new plack could be issued. 

Awaiting your r e p l y t o the above. 

Sincerely, 

Frank D. Y t i / r r i a 

F D Y r k l h 



H3417-PS February 25, 1975 

Mr. Frank D. Yturria 
Suite 500 Boca Chica Tower 
2100 Boca Chica Boulevard 
Brownsville, Texas 78520 

Dear Mr. Yturria: 

We regret very much to learn frora your recent l e t t e r t t e t the bronze 
marker designating Resaca de la Palma Battlefield a xtational historic 
landmark has not been placed within the historical s i t e . So t t e t 
this can be rectified pronq)tly we are ordering a new marker for the 
battlefield and w i l l have i t delivered as soon as possible. 

In the mean time, we w i l l ask a representative of our Southwestern 
Regional Office to make Inquiries as to what night be done to bring 
about a more appropriate placement of the existing marker. 

We appreciate you bringing this situation to our attention and your 
continued Interest in the preservation and interpretation of the 
Resaca de la Palma Battlefield. 

Sincerely youra. 

Horace J. Sheely, Jr.. 

Horace J. Sheely, Jr. 
Chief, Historic Sites Survey 

FNP:HJ Sheely:mdw 2/25/75 
bcc: Regional Director, Southwest Region ) w/c inc. 

Director's Reading File 
DI 

PS(HSS)-Ross HP - Texas - Resaca de la Palma 
Battlefield 

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PS(HSS) 
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F R A N K D . Y T U R R I A 
S U I T E 5 0 0 B O C A C H I C A T O W E R 

2 100 B O C A C H I C A B L V D . 

BROWNSVILLE. TEXAS 7 8 B 2 0 

March 5, 197 5 

Mr. Horace J. Sheely, J r . 
Chief, H i s t o r i c Sites Survey 
United States Department of the I n t e r i o r 
N a t i onal Park Service 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Sheely: 

Thank you very much f o r your l e t t e r of 
February 25th i n regards t o the bronze marker 
designating Resaca de l a Palma B a t t l e f i e l d 
a n a t i o n a l h i s t o r i c landmark. I am d e l i g h t e d 
t h a t a new marker f o r the b a t t l e f i e l d w i l l be 
d e l i v e r e d as soon as p o s s i b l e , 

I w i l l be most happy t o meet w i t h your 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e from your Southwestern Regional 
O f f i c e so t h a t an app r o p r i a t e placement of t h e 
new marker w i l l be made. 

Thank you f o r your assistance and i n t e r e s t 
i n t h i s matter. 

Sincerely yours. 

Frank D, Y t u r r i a 

FDY:klh 



Mr. Frank Yturria 
2100 Boca Qilca Blvd. 
Brownsville, Texas 

Dear Mr, Yturria, 

I t was nice to talk with you thia noraing. Thank you for returning 
my c a l l . 

To reiterate, I w i l l l e t you know the moment the plaque Is here. Then 
perhaps I can make a v i s i t to Bro;msvilla to assist with the planning 
of an appropriate dedication cerciuony for the new placement. We 
regret that i t has tciken so long to re c t i f y the earlier situation. 
Pleaae l e t ma hear from you i f I can be helpful i n the interim. 

Warm regards. 

Sincerely, 

Margaret Twyman 
Historic Landnark Specialist 

\.PSR 
MX:bTh:2-21-75 



H30-PSH 

Mr. Frank D. Yturria 
Boca Chica Tower, Suite 500 
2100 Boca Chica Blvd. 
Brownsville, Texeis 78520 

Dear Hr. Yturria: 

Your letter of Mag 16th was awaiting my return from a business 
trip ©ariy this week. It was thoughtful of you to tell me of 
your vacation plans. 

I telephoned our Washington Offioe to ascertain the progress 
on the order for your new plague only to learn that it is 
unlikely that the manufacturer will be able to con^lete it 
before your departure date of June 24th. This is regrettable. 

Therefore, way I suggest that you advise me on your retum to 
Brownsville and we will plan together for a suitable ceremony 
early in the Fall. I will be happy to arrange a trip to Browns­
ville whenever it will be convenient for you to discuss this 
matter in some detail and proceed with the dedication. Perhaps 
it will be a better time of year for such an event than June 
would have been. I hope so. 

I look forward to hearing from you then after September 1 and 
trust you have a wonderful holiday! 

With warmest regards. 

Sincerely yours. 

Margaret G. Twymmn 
Historic Landmark Specialist 

bcc: 
Horace_.Sli&tlU.j. m?0_^ 
Bill Brown, SWRO 



F R A N K D. Y T U R R I A 
S U I T E 5 0 0 B O C A C H I C A T O W E R 

2 1 0 0 B O C A C H I C A B L V D . 

BROWNSVILLE. TEXAS 7 8 0 2 0 

May 16, 1975 

Ms. Margaret Twyraan 
H i s t o r i c Landmark Specialist 
United States Department of the I n t e r i o r 
P, O, Box 728 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 

Dear Ms, Twyman: 

f^fS SOUtil. 

WAY 2 0 1975 

Fil.i 

I am w r i t i n g t o inquire i f the bronze marker 
designating Resaca de l a Palma B a t t l e f i e l d a national 
h i s t o r i c landmark has been received. You mentioned 
t o me i n your l e t t e r of March 24, 1975 that perhaps 
you would make a v i s i t t o Brownsville t o assist i n 
the planning of an appropriate dedication ceremony 
f o r the placement of the marker, 

I wish t o advise you that I am leaving on 
June 24th f o r a two month vacation and w i l l be out 
of the country u n t i l September 1, 197 5, 

Awaiting your reply t o the above. 

Sincerely, 

F r a n k D, Y t u r t f i a 

F D Y : k l h 



IN REPLY REFER TO: 

H30-PSH 

United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

SOUTHWEST REGION 
P.O. Box 728 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 

May 29, 1975 

MEMORANDUM - BLUE ENVELOPE 

To: Horace Sheely, WASO 

From: Margaret G. Twyman, SWRO 

Subject: Resaca de la Palma Battlefield 

Enclosed is the correspondence relating to this site which we 
discussed briefly on the phone yesterday. You will note that 
Mr. Yturria was written to in February that a new plague was 
being ordered, and even with the cautionary note re: the 
possibility of it taking six months, he really had reason to 
expect that i t might be ready by June. I could not believe 
it hadn't even been ordered when I checked with Michaels Art 
Bronze yesterday. Was that a slip-up? Is it among the new 
orders? 

Please be SURE i t is ordered for September delivery, Horace, 
won't you. This singular situation is one we should pamper a 
bit because of the unsavory background. Our public relations 
is hardly tip-top now...so we should bend every e f f o r t to take 
care of Mr. Yturria's request without any more delays. 

Please tell me the status of this order, won't you, so I will 
know it is going to be available (with new certificate too?) 
no later than September f i r s t . Many thanks. 

0 A r>^<g <,fl. V 

Enclosures 

.CONSERVE 
^AMERICA'S 

ENERGY 

Save Energy and You Serve America! 
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Chris Steed 
224-2934 

Respectful ly refer red to 

Congressional Liason 
Dept. of I n t e r i o r 

Because of the desire of t h i s o f f i c e to be 

responsive to a l l i nqu i r i e s and communications, 

your consideration of the attached i s 

requested. Your f ind ings and views, i n 

duplicate form, along wi th re turn of the 

enclosure, w i l l be appreciated by 

n 0 

/, iir^u:^^ 
Ij u.s.s. 
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F R A N K T>. Y T U R R I A 
SUITE 800 BOCA CHICA TOWER 

StOO BOCA CHICA BLVD. 
B R O W N S V I L L E . T E X A S 7 8 B 2 0 

March 18, 1976 • MAS 2 6 

The Honorable Lloyd Bentsen 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Lloyd: 

I r e c e n t l y read t h a t Secretary of the I n t e r i o r , 
Thomas S, Kleppe announced i n early February almost 
$22,3 m i l l i o n i n matching grants f o r h i s t o r i c preser­
v a t i o n projects throughout the country. This brings 
the t o t a l funding under the National H i s t o r i c Preser­
v a t i o n Act t o date t o $72.7 m i l l i o n . 

The money i s administered by the o f f i c e of 
Archeology and H i s t o r i c Preservation and i s used t o 
as s i s t i n h i s t o r i c preservation surveys as w e l l as 
t o fund public and p r i v a t e a c q u i s i t i o n and r e s t o r ­
a t i o n of properties l i s t e d i n the National Register 
of H i s t o r i c Places. 

My family and I own the H i s t o r i c Resaca de l a 
Palma B a t t l e Ground where General Zachery Taylor w i t h 
the American Army defeated the Mexican Army under Gen­
e r a l Mejia and established once and f o r ^ 1 the Rio 
Grande River as the boundary between Texas and Mexico. 
The b a t t l e f i e l d comprises of some f o r t y (40) acres of 
land, and has been designated a National H i s t o r i c Land­
mark by the I n t e r i o r Department. 

Needless t o say, my family and I have been temp­
ted by Real Estate Developers t o s e l l the property f o r 
commercial development. We can s e l l the property f o r a 
large p r o f i t but have hesitated t o do so r e a l i z i n g t h a t 
the H i s t o r i c s i t e would be l o s t t o commercial develop­
ment. I t i s our desire t o s e l l t h i s property t o the 
Government w i t h the understanding t h a t i t be preserved 
forever as an H i s t o r i c Landmark. The acreage i s surr­
ounded by a b e a u t i f u l resaca w i t h trees and vegetation 
and would make a l o v e l y park f o r the enjoyment of the 
people of Brownsville. 



The Honorable Lloyd Bentsen 
Page 2 
March 18, 1976 

..-» 

I would appreciate your assistance in contact­
ing the proper people at Interior or the office of 
Archeology and Historic Preservation regarding this 
matter. 

With a l l best wishes and highest personal regards. 
• * 

Sincerely, 

Frank D. Yturria 

FDY:klh 



KIKA DE LA GARZA . r 

^m . J «• ,— 

Congresfs; of tfje ®ntteb States? 
?|ous(e of 3Reprcfientatifaes( 

WMfftington, 3B.C. 20515 

24 March 1976 

Hon Thomas S Kleppe 
Secretary 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D C 20240 

Dear Mr Secretary 

Attached is a letter I have received from Mr, Frank D, 
Yturria, Suite 500 Boca Chica Tower, 2100 Boca Chica Blvd., 
Brownsville, Texas, which I believe you w i l l find self-explanatory, 

This is to let you know that I wholeheartedly agree with 
Mr. Yturria that the Resaca de la Palma Battle Ground should be 
perserved aad declared as a National Historic Landmark. 

With this in mind I would personally appreciate whatever 
advice and consideration you can give commensurate with your 
policies in order for the Government to purchase this land. 

With my thanks and kindest regards, I am 

Sincerely 

E (Kika) de la Garz^; M ' ^ 

dal 
attachment 



J D M N O S WAMDOUM, W. VA.. CHAt 

w o m m ^ s . M u s K i c , M A I H C 
JfMCPM M. MOKTOYA. N. MDC. 
MIKK OHAVCU A U S K A 
L L O r O BEKTSEN. T E X . 
OUCKTIN N. BURDICK. N. DAK. 
JOHN C CU1.VEK, IOWA 
mOmCWT MOROAN. N .C 

•Afl̂ PSn HOWAftD H. 
JAMCS L . BUCKLXV. N.V. 
n o s E i r r T . V T A F P O R O . V T . 
J A M E l A. MCCUURE. IDAHO 
r r r c v . O O M E N I C I . N . M E X . 

M. BAforr M r r n * . C H I E F C O U N S E L , A N D C H I E F C L C H K 

B A i u r r auARD. M i N o m r r O - E J I K 

^Cmicb stales Senate 
C O M M I T T E E O N P U B L I C W O R K S 

W A S H I N G T O N , D . C . 2 0 9 1 0 

March 30, 1976 

Mr. John H. Kyi 
Assistant Secretary for Congressional Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Interior Building 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Kyi: 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter that I have received from Mr. Frank D.'Yturria 
of Brownsville, Texas, for your review. I would certainly appreciate your 
sending me any pertinent information that you might have in this regard. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely-

£ASE REPLY TO: 

912'̂ Federal Building 
Austin, Texas 78701 
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Honorable Lloyd Bentsen APR 1 6 1976 
United States Senator 
912 Federal Building 
Austin, Texas T87OI 

Dear Senator Bentsen: 

Thank you for your l e t t e r on behalf of Mr, Frank D, Ytvirria concerning  
Federal purchase of his property, the Resaca de l a Palma Battlefield, 

Nev congressional legislation vould be required to authorize Federal 
acquisition of this property and i t s administration as a xinit of the 
National Park System, Should legislation be introduced ve vould, as 
our funds and p r i o r i t i e s permitted, evaluate the f e a s i b i l i t y of the 
proposed action i n order to provide the basis for a Depajrtmental 
report to the Congress, Our recommendations vould necessarily be 
Influenced by the fact that our funds and personnel are inadequate 
to properly care for our existing holdings, a situation making us 
reluctant to assvune nev responsibilities of t h i s kind. 

The National Historic Preservation Act grants mentioned by Mr, Yturria 
^ ^ cannot be used for Federal acquisition of properties, but they can 
o o ^® applied to other public or private acquisition for preservation 
^ purposes. These grants are made to and through the States, For 
o ^ further information on this program i n Texas and i t s possible appli-
g cation to his property, Mr, Yturria sho\ild contact the State Historic 
•R ^ g Preseinration Officer, Mr, Truett Latimer, Fbcecutive Director, Texas 

« Historical Survey Commission, P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station, 
^ Austin, Texas 7871I. 
m o 
:s ^ CO 

• a u ®̂ appreciate your interest i n historic preservation. 

I 

SJS 1 ^ • Sincerely yours. O -ri 0) b <U 

(Q CO Q ^ 

0 4» -P u c u 
49 0) 0> O 03 

1 S Kyi 
ra m M S « « Assistant Secretary for Congressional 

and Legislative Affairs 
., 

8 0 
o Enclosvure (Constituent's l e t t e r returned) 

bcc: Mr, Truett Latimer, Texas SHPO ) w/c of inc . 
SIMILAR LETTER SENT TO: Senator John G. Tower (13656) 

Representative E (Kika) de l a Garza (13663) 



95x11 CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

isC-iixj^ <^ ^ 0^^{^^^ 

H. R. 321 

I N THE IIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

JANUARY 4,1977 

Mr. DK LA G.\RZA introchiml (he followinjj; l ) i l l ; wliich was referi'ed to the Com-
iniUee oi> Ijiteiior and Insular Alfairs 

A B I L L 
To authorize tlie Secrotary of the Interior to establish the 

Resaca de la Palma Battlefield National Historic Site in 

the State of Texas, and for other purposes. 

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tires of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

3 That in order to preserve and commemorate for the benefit 

4 and enjoyment of present and futiu'e generations an area of 

5 unique historical significance as one of only two important 

6 battles of the Mexican War fought on American soil, the 

7 Secretary of the Interior (hereinafter referred to as the 

"Secretary") is authorized to establish the Resaea de la 

9 Palma Battlefield National Historic Site in the State of 

10 Texas. 

I 



1 SEC. 2. For the purposes of this Act, the Secretaiy is 

2 authorized to nc(iiiir(' by d(mation, })iircliase, or exchange, 

3 not to exceed the required acres of lands and interests therein 

4 in the vicinity of tlie battle of Resaca de la Palma, on Paredes 

5 Lines Road in Brownsville, Texas. Tlic Secretary shall estab-

() lisli the historic site ])y jmblication of a uotice to the effect 

7 ill the Federal Register at siuh limt' as lie dcteriiiiues that 

8 siifHcient ]>roperty lo constiliite an adiiiinistrable unit has 

9 been aci|iiir(Ml. Pciidiiig sncli csfa1)nshin('iil and thereafter 

10 the Secretary shall administer tlie })roperty ae(|iiired piir-

11 snant lo this Aet in aceordanco with the Act of August 25, 

12 1916 (89 Stat. 585) ,.as aniendod and supplemented, and the 

13 Act of August 21, 111:55 (49 Stat. 666), as amended. 

14 Si't'. ;>.. There arc mitliorized t(t be appropriated such 

1^ sums as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this 

1". \5Aet;(«v»V\ ' \>«o Mv>û ''̂ . • . I 

.lihfHd "^flt if>'* •>+fn' iii')mrno') bnc 'ivio-. nq o* obio nf jr.ilT ^• 

fo ft'i-fB iifi <fioir/n'jfro:> onjlul bii»! ho-wj lo .ln')ni/o'^U''i bun 

:iiftho<[inI <»7r) yhio to 80o n» '.ytmytWir^if. lf\-nm\^h[ titpiuii *^ 

• 
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OoTH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION H. R. 321 

A BlUL 
To autliorize the Secretary of the Interior to 

establish the Resaca de la Palma Battlefield 
National Historic Site in the State of Texas, 
and for other purposes. 

By Mr. DE LA GARZA 

JANUABT 4,1977 
Referred to the Committee on Interior and Insular 

Affairs 



EQL _ OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 

Lower Rio Grande Valley Development Counci 
Mayor Ed Vela, President 
Mayor R.D. "Bob" Youker, 1st Vice President 
Judge B i l l Rapp, 2nd Vice President 
Mayor Ronald Case, Secretary 
Mayor Cesar Gonzalez, Treasurer 
Robert A. Chandler, Executive Director 

April 6, 1977 

Mr, George F. Emery, Acting Chief 
Historic Sites Survey Division 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Emery: 

Thank you very much 
tion Form for Fort Brown 
Historical Commission. 

for sending me the National Register Nomina-
I have sent a copy of i t to the Texas 

Because your files appear to be more complete than those of the 
Texas Historical Commission, I have another request. If your files con­
tain a copy of the Nomination Form for the Resaca de la Palma Battlefield, 
also in Cameron County, I will forward a copy of it to the Texas 
Historical Commission. ITIOEE^ fl Cofi Aiso^ 

The Development Council must be aware of the National Register pro­
perties and their boundaries. For this reason, your help is invaluable. 
If the boundary lines of Fort Brown should be altered, do inform us. 

Sincerely, 

Audrey Crafton 
Regional Crafton 

AC/ec 

S U I T E 2 0 7 F I R S T N A T I O N A L B A N K B L D G P H O N E ( A C 5 1 2 ) 6 8 2 - 3 4 8 1 M c A L L E N T E X A S 7 8 5 0 T 



United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20240 

IN REPLY REFER TO; A p r l l 2 1 , 1977 

L58(560) 

Memorandum 

To: Chief, Legislative Division 

From: Acting Chief, Cultural Resources Management Division 

Subject: H.R. 320, Palo Alto B a t t l e f i e l d NHS, and H.R, 321, 
Resaca de la Palma B a t t l e f i e l d NHS 

We recommend that the Service submit a favorable report on H.R. 320 i f 
i t i s amended to remove the f i f t y - a c r e land acquisition c e i l i n g now i n 
the b i l l . We recommend that the Service oppose enactment of H.R. 321. 

Palo Alto and Resaca de l a Palma were the only important battles of the 
Mexican War fought on United States s o i l . On May 8, 1846, General 
Zachary Taylor engaged the Mexican army at Palo A l t o , a few miles north 
of present Brownsville, Texas. In t h i s f i r s t major b a t t l e of the war, 
the attacking Mexicans were repulsed and started t h e i r r etreat toward 
the Rio Grande, At the Resaca de l a Palma the following day, the 
pursuing Americans captured the Mexican a r t i l l e r y and routed the infantry. 
The Mexicans f l e d across the Rio Grande, ending the m i l i t a r y action north 
of that r i v e r i n the Mexican War. The battles of Palo Alto and Resaca de 
l a Palma demonstrated the superiority of American arms, gained the 
United States prestige at home and abroad, and cleared the way for the 
invasion of Mexico. Many regular o f f i c e r s who l a t e r became C i v i l War 
generals received t h e i r baptism of f i r e i n these engagements, and 
Zachary Taylor l a t e r won the presidency almost wholly on his record i n 
these and l a t e r battles i n Mexico. 

Palo Alto B a t t l e f i e l d was designated a national h i s t o r i c landmark i n 
1961. I t retains much i n t e g r i t y over i t s area of some 8,000 acres. 
The 50-acre l i m i t a t i o n on acquisition i n H.R. 320 would be wholly 
inadequate for proper protection of t h i s b a t t l e f i e l d , so i t i s important 
that t h i s l i m i t a t i o n be removed or s i g n i f i c a n t l y raised i f the b i l l i s 
enacted. Since the Mexican War subtheme of the National Park System 
Plan i s now unrepresented i n the National Park System, the inclusion of 
Palo Alto B a t t l e f i e l d would f i l l a gap i n the System's commemoration of 
American history. 

•e — ^ # 



Resaca de l a Palma B a t t l e f i e l d was also designated a national h i s t o r i c 
landmark i n 1961. However, development has encroached upon i t so 
severely that i t no longer retains the i n t e g r i t y essential t o national 
significance. We landerstand t h a t , when i t i s feasible to do so, the 
Southwest Regional Office w i l l recommend withdrawal of the landmark 
designation from t h i s area. The addition of Palo Alto B a t t l e f i e l d to 
the National Park System, moreover, would make the acquisition of 
Resaca de l a Palma somewhat redundant. We therefore urge an unfavorable 
report on H.R. 321. 

Henry i f . Judd 



IN REPLY REFER TO: 

United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

H34-(SWR)PSP 

SOUTHWEST REGION 
P.O. Box 728 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 

JUL 18 1977 

t i 

Memorandum 

To: Associate Director, Preservation of Historic Properties, WASO 
Attention: Chief, H i s t o r i c Sites Survey Division 

From:̂ ®*̂ "*̂ Regional Director, Southwest Region 

Subject: Removal of Landmark Status 

Based on the enclosed report by Regional Historian, Richard Sellars, 
and with the added documentation In the enclosed p i c t o r i a l views of 
the area, we recommend that National Hi s t o r i c Landmark status be 
removed from Resaca de i a Palma B a t t l e f i e l d i n Brownsville, Texas. 

Over a period of years t h i s area has been Impacted Increasingly by 
housing and i n d u s t r i a l development, and the acreage (40) now claimed 
by the owner to be the s i t e of the b a t t l e (claim i n question - see 
number VI i n r e p o r t ) , i s not. In our opinion, worthy of Landmark 
designation i n i t s present i r r e v e r s i b l e condition. We believe that 
Palo Alto B a t t l e f i e l d , on the other hand, should be included i n the 
Park system. I t was the f i r s t of these two battles with the Mexicans 
under General Zachary Taylor and would thus commemorate the event 
i n American history. 

I t i s our understanding that Landmark status has not been removed 
from any Landmarks to date. Therefore, we are unfamiliar with 
procedures now under consideration for so doing. We would l i k e to 
make several observations which may be he l p f u l I n determining the 
best way to proceed i n t h i s instance. The owners of Resaca de l a 
Palma B a t t l e f i e l d , the Yturrlas, are members of an old established 
family i n Brownsville, They are large landowners and successful 
businessmen, of Mexican-American descent. I t i s also quite clear that 
they enjoy a personal relationship with Senator Lloyd Bentsen and with 
Congressman de l a Garza. In view of the fact that the B i l l (H.R. 321) 
was Introduced at the personal urging of Frank Y t u r r i a , t h i s suggests 
care i n handling the matter. I f the Southwest Regional Office can be 
h e l p f u l , I know you w i l l c a l l on us. 

Enclosure 
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H3417-772 
SEP 2 2 1977 

To: Chief, Office of Legislatim 

Froa: Chief. Historic Sites Surv^ Division 

Subject: Mmmmm 4m Im Walam and Palo Alto National Historic Landmarks 

Enclosed is a copy of a meooranAiBt from the Acting Director, Southwest 
Regional Office, in which he recoaoiOTds that (1) Palo Alto National 
Historic Landmark be taken into the National Park Systrai and (2) Resaca 
de la Palma he denied continuation of its status as a national historic 
Indaark. Also enclosed is a xeport of Regitmal Historian Richard W. 
Sellars, to which reference is made in Mr. Thompson's sMKMraMhau 

Mhile the recommendations have merit, we believe that there is a more 
practical alternative. Surely, in the absence of an extensive acreage 
covering the entire battlefield of Resaca de la Palma, there is a 
property that would be of sufficient integrity to qualify as a "mwwrial 
site," C(MBbining it with the approximately 6,000 acres of Palo Alto 
Battlefield, a case could be made for a "Palo Alto-Resaca de la Palma 
Naticmal (or IntematioQal) Battlefield Park." The development plan for 
the park, including visitor center and intepretation, would focus 
virtually entirely on Palo Alto. Resaca de la Palma would be treated 
as an adjunct or associated murlal site and its history would be told 
at the Palo Alto site. There is ample precedent for this treatment in a 
•Hri»er of our Civil »ar battlefields, especially Chickamauga and 
Chattanooga and Gettysburg, where raeanorializatiCHi or less significant 
events required the acquisition of "outlying" sites, often at some 
distance from the main scene of battle. While the sites are available 
for the visitor of special interest, they are not featured in the 

of the park. 

Ke believe that this would be a more practicable approach to the 
establishment of a historic site illustrative of a th^e now absent in 
the National Park System. Conceivably, i t could gain the support of 
all of the individuals noted in Mr. Thompson's meanraniilum, without 
«aiq>n»dsing the integrity of the Systan. 

(.SignedS 

George P. Emery 

fcnclosures 
HP - Texas - Palo Alto Battlefield 
X Reference - Texas - Resaca de la Palma 



SUITC KOO nOCA CHtCA TOV/EH 

z l o o DOCA CMIC-. n u v o 

DHOVVNSVILLE: . T E . X A ^ 7 8 5 ? . O 

October 14, 1977 

Honorable Lloyd Bentsen 
United States Senator 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear L l o y d : 

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s on your s p l e n d i d e f f o r t s i n t h e s t r u c _ 
t o d e r e g u l a t e n a t u r a l gas. I t i s long overdue coming. Your 
e f f o r t s are g r e a t l y a p preciated by a l l of the c i t i z e n s of t h i s 
S t ate. 

I am i n r e c e i p t of a l e t t e r dated September 2 
George F. Emery, Chief, H i s t o r i c S i t e s Survey D i v i s i 
O f f i c e of L e g i s l a t i o n r e g a r d i n g H i s t o r i c B a t t l e S i t e 
A l t o and Resaca de l a Palma. I concur and agree w i t 
recomm.endation. I have a l s o discussed h i s recommend 
t h e President of t h e Texas H i s t o r i c a l Society and t h 
of t h e B r o w n s v i l l e H i s t o r i c a l Society and they a l s o 
t h i s approach. I n a d d i t i o n , I had a very pleasant t 
v e r s a t i o n yesterday v/ith Ms. Margaret T\/yman cf the 
Department of I n t e r i o r , N a t i o n a l Par); Service, Santa 
i c o . She has assured me t h a t she f e e l s t h a t the Nat 
Service, Southv/est Region w i l l a l s o concur w i t h Mr. 
ommendation. 

2 from Mr. 
on t o Chief, 
s of Palo 
h Mr. E.T'.ery' s 
a t i o n w i t h 
e President 
concur v/ith 
elephonc; con-
United State:: 
Fe, New Mex-

i o n a l Par]; 
r^merv' s rec~ 

I know of your great i n t e r e s t i n h e l p i n g us preserve t}iese 
h i s t o r i c b a t t l e s i t e s and am happy t o r e p o r t t o you t h a t i t IOOKS 
Ix'k.e t h i n g s are now moving i n a f a v o r a b l e d i r e c t i o n . Any f u r t h e r 
h e l p and a s s i s t a n c e you can o f f e r t o h e l p Kika de l a Garza v.'ith 
h i s l e g i s l a t i o n v / i l l be g r e a t l y appreciated by t h o people of t h i . ^ 
community. 

With best wishes and warme.st personal regards. 

S i n c e r e l y , 

Franh D. Y t u r r i a 

FDY:>ah 

cc : Ms. Margaret T\-rv,'man t-



. l - ' R A N K D. Y T U R R I A 
S U I T E HOO D O C A C H I C A T O W U r t 

2 1 0 0 n O C A CH1C=. B L V D . 

B R O W N S V I L L t C . T E X A S 7 U 5 2 0 

October 14, 1977 

R [: C E 1 V H 0 

OCT-1'2137? 

1 

Honorable Kika de l a Garza 
United States House of Representatives 
House O f f i c e B u i l d i n g 
Washington, D. C. 20551 

Dear Kika: 

I am i n r e c e i p t of a l e t t e r dated September 22 from 
Mr. George F, Emery, Chief, H i s t o r i c S i t es Survey D i v i s i o n 
t o Chief, O f f i c e of L e g i s l a t i o n r e g a r d i n g H i s t o r i c B a t t l e 
S i t e s of Palo A l t o and Resaca de l a Palma. I concur and 
agree v/ith >tr. Emery's recommendation. I have also discuss­
ed h i s recommendation w i t h t h e President of the Texas His­
t o r i c a l Society and the President of the Bro w n s v i l l e His­
t o r i c a l Society and they also concur v/ith t h i s approach. 
I n a d d i t i o n , I had a very pleasant telephone conversation 
yesterday .v/ith Mi;. Margaret 'P\vŷ r.an of the United States 
Department, of I n t e r i o r , N a t i onal Park Service, S^nta Fe, 
Nov/ Mexico, She has assured m.e t h a t she f e e l s t h a t the 
N a t i o n a l Park Service, Southv/est Region v / i l l a lso concur 
w i t h Mr. Emery's recommendation. 

We have a l l v/orked long ana nard on t h i s matter and I 
now hope t h a t your House B i l l ' s 320 and 321 v / i l l nov/ quick­
l y c l e a r so t h a t these h i s t o r i c s i t e s can be preserved f o r 
t h e people of t h e n a t i o n . Needless t o say, the c i t i z e n s 
of t h i s area are very pleased and g r a t e f u l f o r your i n t e r ­
est and e f f o r t s . 

I f you need any a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n or assistance 
please f e e l f r e e t o c a l l me. 

With k i n d e s t best wishes and warmest personal regards. 

S i n c e r e l y , 

Frank D. Y t u r r i a 

FDYrklh 

cc : Ms. Margaret T\-/yman 



'•'iriQKiAi PARK SERVICF 
^'A'^'^lVTON OFFICE 

OCT 21 1977 

L58 - (S\m)CIlH 

Mr. Frank D. Yturria 
Suite 500 Boca Chica Tower 
2100 Boca Chica Boulevard 
Brownsville, Texas 73520 

Dear l l r . Yturria: 

We are i n receipt of copies of your letters dated October 14, 1977, 
to the Honorable E. de l a Garza and to the Honorable Lloyd Bentsen 
concerning Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma Battlefields. We also 
are i n receipt of the memorandiun dated September 22, 1977, from 
I'Ir. George Emery, Chief, Historic Sites Survey Division, to the 
Chief, Office of Legislation, National Park Service, also regarding 
these battlefields. 

So that you may be f u l l y aware of this office's position on these 
two historic sites, I feel I should c l a r i f y our thinking regarding 
their status both as National Historic Landmarks and as potential 
additions to the National Park System. 

We now feel that National l^andmark status can be continued for Resaca 
de la Palma Battlefield, and therefore are withdravrin^ our recommen­
dation that Landmark status be rescinded. We recognize, as do you, 
that the historical integrity of the area has been very badly impacted, 
but feel that i t nevertheless deserves recognition as a Landmark, 
barring further adverse impact upon the site. 

The idea of malntaininjj Resaca de la Palma as a locally oimed and 
managed park seems very worthwhile. Therefore, we encourage any 
interest i n such an e f f o r t , recognizing that success would give the 
Landmark the protection i t sorely needs. This office, however, 
remains opposed to the proposal that Resaca de la Palma be made part 
of the National Park System. In sum, we support the preservation of 
the site as a Landmark, but firmly recomnend that the area not become 
a National Park or even an adjunct part of the Palo Alto park proposal. 



Our recommendation that Resaca de l a Palma not become a National Park 
i s p r i m a r i l y based upon our conviction that the adverse impacts upon 
the area have been so great that the s i t e f a i l s to meet the standards 
f o r establishing park areas as now required by our Management Policies. 
Regarding the question of h i s t o r i c a l i n t e g r i t y , our Management Policies 
state t h a t : 

The a t t r i b u t e s of h i s t o r i c a l association, i n t e g r i t y , and 
i n t e r p r e t i v e p o t e n t i a l should a l l be present to a high 
degree at each h i s t o r i c a l area. 

Each h i s t o r i c a l area should contain s u f f i c i e n t land to 
preserve a l l s i g n i f i c a n t h i s t o r i c or p r e h i s t o r i c features 
associated with the l o c a l i t y , and such additional lands 
as may be needed to protect the h i s t o r i c scene and provide 
unobtrusive s i t e s f o r necessary development for proper 
management and appropriate public use. 

I t i s our professional judgment that Resaca de l a Palma does not meet 
the above c r i t e r i a . By contrast, the Palo Alto B a t t l e f i e l d appears to 
have the significance and i n t e g r i t y to meat these c r i t e r i a and there­
fore to become a National Park Service area. Any addition to the 
National Park System must, of course, be f i n a l l y effected through proper 
l e g i s l a t i v e and executive action. 

We believe that a d i s t i n c t i o n should continue to be maintained between 
National H i s t o r i c Landmarks, which may be oxmed by an i n d i v i d u a l or 
agency (government o r . p r i v a t e ) , and the h i s t o r i c sites administered 
d i r e c t l y by the National Park Service. To t h i s end, the c r i t e r i a f o r 
establishing nexi/ parks has been set at a very high standard p a r t i c u l a r l y 
as regards significance and i n t e g r i t y . We also recognize tlie great 
value of the National Landmark program, where the preservation of other 
h i s t o r i c properties of national significance i s shared by the large 
community of responsible Americans who f e e l the obligation to help 
protect our c u l t u r a l heritage. 

We appreciate your i n t e r e s t i n t h i s program and hope we can be of 
assistance to you whenever you wish to dedicate Resaca de l a Palma 
as a National H i s t o r i c Landmark, 

Sincerely yours, 

retTn^f^gional Director, 
Southwest Region 



cc: 
P^i'^^'.ji.Jistorlc Sites Survey Divlaion, I'ASQ,/ 
Chief, Office of Legislation,""WASO 
Field Assistant to Regional Director 



Ori lONAL fOUM WO. 10 
MAT EDIIIOM 
O H FPMt 141 C l » 101-11.6 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO : Chief, Office of Laglslation^Attn: ELdon Itcyer DATE: < ^ 81 J977 

FROM : Chief, HSS Div., OA.HP 

SUBJECT: Propsed Nat. Hist. Site: Palo Alto I Resaca de l a Palma NHLs 

VJe do not know hovj t i ^ mcmoranc;i;mi of Sept. 22 reached Hr-, Yturria. 
The enclosed correspondence would be of interest, however, i f you 
have not seen i t . 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Bay roll Savings Blan 

- ' 

•4 / 
- t 



a3417-772 

Ms. Audrey L. Crafton 
Rtgional Crafton 
Lower Rio Grande Valley Developoent 
Council, Suite 207 

First Natioaal Bank Building 
McAllon, Texas 7&S01 

Uear l̂ is. Crafton: 

Thank you for your letter of April 6, 1977, requesting a copy of 
the ctetional Register nomination fora for tiie battlefield of the 
Resaca do la Palaa, Caaeron County, Texas. 

When designated, the current standard fora vas aot in use. We 
enclose, however, the data sheets available. 

Sincerely yours, 

iSlgned 

George P. Eaery 
Acting Chief, Historic 

Sites Survey uivision 

Enclosure 

cc: Mr. Truett Latiaer 
Executive Director 
Texas State Historical Concaission 
P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

FNP:GF Emery:kr 4/11/77 
bcc: Regional Director, Southwest Region w/c inc. 

001-Reading File 
040 
772-Reading File 

-Sheely w/c inc. 

HP - Texas _ Resaca de la Palma 

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 772 



IN REPLY KEFKR TO: 

L58-(SWR)CRH 

United Stales Department of the Intenor^'fCFi/£{, 
NATIONAL PARK SKRVICE 

SOmilWIl.S'l RIX.ION 
F'.O. Box 728 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 

1 liJ 

Memorandum 

To: Associate Director, Preservation of H i s t o r i c Properties 
Attention: Chief, His t o r i c Sites Survey Division 

From: "llegional Director, Southwest Region 

Subject: Resaca de l a Palma National Landmark 

This o f f i c e has come to the decision that we w i l l no longer recommend 

removing Landmark status from the Resaca de l a Palma s i t e . We f e e l 

that, unless the s i t e i s further impacted, i t w i l l adequately serve 

as a National H i s t o r i c Landmark. The o\/ner of the Landmark, 

Mr. Frank D. Yt u r r i a has been advised by l e t t e r of our position. 

cc: 
Truett Latimer, Texas SHPO 
Field Assistant to Regional Director 



United States Department of the Inierior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

SOUTHWEST REGION 
P.O. Box 728 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 

H3415 (SWR-PC) 

JUL 1 9 1982 

Mrs. Marion Y. Smith 
Mr. Fausto Y t u r r i a , J r . 
One North Park Plaza 
B r o w n s v i l l e , Texas 78521 

Dear Mrs. Smith and Mr. Y t u r r i a : 

I t has come to our a t t e n t i o n t h a t you have r e c e n t l y acquired 
Reaaca dp Ta Palma B a t t l e f i e l d , a N a t i o n a l H i s t o r i c Landmark 
(NHL). 

Whenever we l e a r n of new ownership of an NHL, we attempt to 
work w i t h the new owners to develop a v o l u n t a r y program of 
p r e s e r v a t i o n f o r the property. To t h i s end we are enclosing 
an a r t i c l e on tax i n c e n t i v e s f o r the owners of h i s t o r i c 
p r o p e r t i e s and an explanation of the e f f e c t s of NHL 
des i g n a t i o n . 

I f you have any questions concerning the enclosed m a t e r i a l or 
the NHL program please contact Mr. Mark R. Barnes, Regional 
NHL Coordinator, (505) 988-6775. 

S i n c e r e l y , 

?^'U'4argaret Pepin-Donat 
^ Chief, D i v i s i o n of C u l t u r a l Programs 

Einclosures 



H3417(SWR-PC) 

SEP 3 198 • 
• -Mr. Fausto Y t u r r i a , Jr-

One North Park Plaza 
BrowTiSville. Texas 73521 

Dear Mr. Fausto: 

Thank you f o r your l e t t e r of July 28, 1932, concerning your 
development of the Resaca de l a Pa-laa B a t t l e f i e l d , a National 
Historic Landmark (NHL). 

As per the the information we sent you i n our previous corres­
pondence, NHL designation does not pr o h i b i t a private property 
owner from developing his land when u t i l i z i n g t h e i r own resources. 
However, i f the owner of an NHL is going to be using any federal 
funds, licenses or permits i n t h e i r development, the federal agency 
involved should be n o t i f i e d that they w i l l be e f f e c t i n g an ITHL 
so that they may meet t h e i r legal requirements under Section 106 
of the National H i s t o r i c Preservation Act. Section 106 requires 
that any federal agency e f f e c t i n g an NHL take in t o consideration, 
i n consultation with the appropriate State H i s t o r i c Preservation 
O f f i c e r , the e f f e c t of t h e i r action on tha c u l t u r a l resource prior 
to rendering assistance to a private development. 

For t h i s reason, i f you anticipate that your development may require 
any federal involvement, we would urge you to immediately contact 
the Texaa State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r , Mr. Curtis Tunnell, 
at the Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission, P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station, 
Austin, Texas 78711, to j o i n t l y develop a preservation plan. By 
working out a plan to preserve some or a l l of the c u l t u r a l resource 
w i t h Mr. Tunnell's o f f i c e , you w i l l be saving yourself time and 
expense when you apply to a federal agency for assistance, and 
perhaps accruing tax incentives for yourself as discussed i n our 
previous l e t t e r . 

I f we can be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate 
to contact Mr. Mark R. Barnes, NHL Regional Coordinator, at 
(505) 988-6775. 

Sincerely, 

• •- «j. .V."' 

Margaret Pepin-Donat 
Chief, Cultural Proi'rams 



H30(A18) 1 3 1389 

MemoranduT) 

To: Re}»lonal Director, Southwest Regiort 
Attn: Dr. Joseph Sanchez, Spanish Colonial Research Center 

Froni: Associate Director, CJultural Resources 

Subject: Draft of Dr. Josepjh Sanchez' ;4rticle, "The Defeat of the Army of the 
Ttorth in South Texas: An Rxaminatlon of Mexican Military Operations 
in the First Battles of the Mexican War" 

I want to thank you for providing my office with a copy of the subject draft. 

Chief Historian Bearss has read the draft, and, once again, I coni!>end Dr. Sandiez 
on his dedication and hard work in preparing this monograph, principally based 
on manuscript sources found ^ i l e accomplishing archival researdi in Mexico 
City. Use of these sources, particularly Campana Contra los Americanos, provides 
new perspectives to an understanding of hlaj. Gen. Mariano Arista's tactics and 
the strategy of the battles of Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma. 

In the margins of the draft, herewith returned, Mr. Bearss, vhose specialty is 
military history of the mid-19th century wars and Vtorld War I I , has made a 
number of editorial cotnments and suggestions that should be addressed before 
this report is distributed to the field . 

I f Dr, Sanchez has any questions on Mr, Bearss' suggestions, he should call the 
Chief Historian, 

/Sgd/Jerry L. Rogers 

Attachment 

cc: 001 RF; AOO RF; A18 Palo Alto NB (IWS); W a c a de la Palma (NHL) 
ECBearss:rd:2/l/89 
Rdew disc 7; item 21 



STANOARO r o S M NO. M 

Office Memorandum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO 

PROM : 

Johh 

B i l l Brown 

DATE: 10/2b 

SUBJECT: Wells, Resaca de la Palma Caper 

John, I wrote the memo of Oct. 16. A l l I had to go on was your memo to us 
and the attached I t r of Sept, 13 from Wells, I have dili g e n t l y searched 
our f i l e s here for a copy of your Oct, 1 I t r to Wella mentioning a phone 
conversation, which would have clued me to the fact that there was some­
thing more in the wind than Wells said i n his I t r of 13th, But we don't 
a copy of your Oct. 1 I t r anywhere. 
Go ahead and anwer our "^ct. 16 I t r o f f i c i a l l y and give us the scoop on 
Wells offer to s e l l and we'll write a different sort of reply. 
Believe me, we are human out heref there was no desire to give you a poor 
reply or to put you in any kind of soup. We merely answered on what we hi 
to go on—that's the f u l l story. 

Regards, 

J 



F o r m lO-JlT 
(Sept. 1957) 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
1. STATE 

Texas 
2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE. WRITE -ARC 

Theme XV, Westward Expansion 
3. NAME(S) OF SITE 

Resaca de la Paljaa Battlefield 
4. APPROX. ACREAGE 

5. EXACT LOCATION (CoMTifj, (ownsAip, roo(&, e(c. If difficult to find, sketch on Supplementary Sheet) Q g j ^ ^ ^ ^ y C O U n t y , P a r S d e S L i n e R O a d , 

(Fara Road I8k7) seven-tenths mile north of Broimgvllle eity l l a i t a 
6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER UZTOadmrnto/afori/di^^^ L »i j . t T -n i -o-i j r> • T I m 

Mrs. Dorothy H. Michalis. Room blO, First Nat'l. Bank Blag, Brownsville, Tesi 
P r i v a t e M I - R . . T . K , W O U H ^ Ori<= M i l A S P a - r p r l p . q T . i n p R n n H ^ R r n w n .=! v i 1 1 p ^ T p y p i . c ; . 

7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Describe briefly what moke! tUe important and what remcins are extant) 

On May 9, 18U6, following the Battle of Palo Alto, General Manuel Arista's Mexican 
forces took up a position in a ravine knoim as the Resaca de Guerrero. United States 
General Zachary Taylor moved into a parallel ravine to the north, Resaca de la Palna, 
Deploying his infantry through the chaparral, and sending his cavalry i n a sudden charge 
down the road, Taylor captured the Mexican arti l l e r y and put the eneay's foot soldiers 
to rout. Arista abandoned his personal baggage, his mules, and most of his equipment; 
General R6mulo Diaz de la Vega was captured. American losses were reported as 39 killed 
and 82 wounded (from a force of about 2,300)j offic i a l Mexican losses were 802. This 
was the final engagement of the Mexican War to take place on the Texas side of the 
Rio Grande. Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma were the largest and most important 
Mexican War battles fought on U.S. soil. They demonstrated the superiority of American 
arms, gained the United States great prestige at home and abroad, and cleared the way 
for the invasion of Mexico. 

Today the battlefield merely suggests conditions as they were in 18U6. The bend 
of the resaca, once dense with chaparral—-wood and thorns—has been cleared, and a 
citrus orchard now covers much of the battlefield, A private estate also occupies some 
of the site. Both Resaca de la Palma and Resaca Guerrero, once f i l l e d in, are again 
f u l l of water, and the t a l l palms that suggested the name of the resaca are s t i l l stand­
ing. A Texas Centennial Commission monument marks the site. I t reads: "The battle 
of Resaca de la Palma was fought here May 9, 181̂ 6 and the defeat of the Mexican Aray 
under General Manuel Arista by the United States troths under General Zachary Taylor 
made good the claim of Texas to the territory between the Nueces and the Rio Grande.** 
A cannon mounted on a concrete base, placed by a commission headed by General James 
Parker about 1920 or 1921, stands next to Ihe hi^way one-half mile north of the 
monument. 

S BIBUOGRAPHICAL REfEREHC^ (Give best sources: give location of manuscripts and rare works) ^ . 

George L. Rives, The United States and Mexico, 1821-18U8, 2 v. (New fork, 1913), Vol. I I . 
Justin H. Smith, TEe War with Mexico, 2 v. (New York, 1919), Vol. I . 

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reports and studies, as, NPSstudy, HABS, etc.) 

William R. Hogan, Special Report Covering the Proposed Resaca de la Palma National 
Historic Sites (Santa Fe, NPS, May, 19U0). M. R. Tillotson, Supplemental Report on 
Proposed Fort Brown National Historical Park (Santa Fe, NPS, October, 19h7)» 
10. PHOTOGRAPHS' 

ATTACHED: YES H NO • 

11. CONDITION 

Poor 
12. PRESENT USE (Museum, farm, etc.) 

Farm 
13. DATE OF VISIT 

Oct. 23, 1958 
14. NAME OF RECORDER (Signatur^lr^ ^ J - j 15. TITLE 

Historian 
16. DATE 

Dec, 15, 1958 
•DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X m i SHJET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIR^BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE. DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH. AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER GIVE 

LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED. ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVElflfES. 

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUfVLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER) 
U. S. GOVERNMENT PBIHTING OFFICE 16—74016-1 



UNITl.D STATES 
rjEPAhT..!ENT OF THE INTERJCK 
NATIONAL PAi-.K SERVICE 
V̂ SHTNGTCN 25, D. Cc 

Ths National Surve.y of Itistoric Si:,f!S and Euildiiigs 

Palo -n-lto and hessca de La Palma battlefields - BroiYnsville, Texas 

The battles of Palo Alto and Ktsaca de la Palma were the onl:' 
important battles of the ilexi;;an iVar fought on Americaii soil,, 

On May 8, I8ii6, general iachary Taylor engaged the Mexican a-rcy 
at Palo A].to, a few miles north of pre.-ent day brow.sv:i.lle, Texas, 
Ix- was the first sizeatli battle of the war, resulting in thi 
repulse of the attacking f.'exican;? and .started their reoreat LOvard 
the Ilio Grande, Ihe Ame."leans followed, and the next day at th:: 
i.esaca de la Palma, fiihtinj;- resjmedo Dnployin{; his infantry 
through t.he chaparral and sending his cavalry in a sudden ch r- c 
down the road, Taylor captured the enemy artillery and put tlie 
iAexican foot-soldiers to rout. IMth heavy lo.'^ises in ai'tillery 
and prrsonnel, the Mexic-jns fled south acro.ss the ivio urande, 
ending the millLary acti-n north of th^ river in Texas in the 
Mexican 'fjav.. 

The battles cf Palo .filtc and ii-esaca de l a Paliiia demonstrated 
the superiority of American arms, gained the United St<.te 
prestige at home and abroad, and cleared the way for the invest ion 
of .ifexico. i.iany regular officers who later became generals ir 
the C i v i l >»ar received their baptism of f i r e in these c'ngagci;i( .ts, 
and the American coiiimandor, General Zachary Taylor, later wori the 
presidency alLiost wholly cn his record i n these and later bat..les 
i n Jisexico. 

Palo Alto and Resaca de la ?''alma battlofields sites, a few miiles 
north of the city of EroAT.sville, Texas, are privatrly craed. 
The chaparral has been cleared frora the Palo Alto ;jite and i t 
is now pasture land brok.^n by fence rowso The Kpsaca fie la .-rr.lrca 
site merely suggests con iitions a.=5 they were in l8h6, Ihe bend 
of the resaca has been cleared of chaparral and a citrus orchard 
and private estate cover the ba t t l e f i e l d . 

NSHSli960 



NATIONAL SURVEY OP HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 

REPORT ON BIENNIAL VISIT 

TO 

Resaca de la Palma Battlefield, Texas 

Theme: XV - Westward Expansion, Texas Revolution and War with Mexico 

Date of V i s i t : November 15, I969 

Visited by: Michael J. Becker, Management Assistant 

Condition: Fair to Good. I visited two state monument sites depicting 
the batt l e f i e l d of Resaca de la Palma. Both sites were marked with gran­
it e monviments regarding the ba t t l e f i e l d . 

Site #1 (1/2 mile beyond the c i t y limits of Brownsville) also Included 
the Centennial Cannon placed by a Commission headed by General James Parker 
about 1920. Monument #1 was alongside of the road and was backed by a 
very fine fence. The private land demarcation consisted of a stone 
p i l l a r and r a i l fence terminating with a stone wall immediately behind the 
State marker and cannon. The ground maintenance in this particular case 
was exceptionally good. Approximately one mile further down the road was 
Resaca de la Palma State Monument #2. I t was easily visible from the 
highway and a small turnout had been handmade for access to the Monument. 
The grounds keeping was not i n really bad condition. At State Monument 
#1 the battlefield was composed mostly of open f i e l d . There was what 
appeared to the inspector a foreign object which was apparently an old time 
bandstand located right in the middle of the ba t t l e f i e l d . I was unable 
to ascertain where i t came from or a reason for i t s presence. As far as 
could be ascertained, both Monuments Nos. 1 and 2 were located within the 
State Highway right-of-way and were presumably maintained by the State 
Highway Department. 

Operation : The Brownsville Historical Association maintains a loose con­
t r o l on properties within their Jvu-isdiction with the exception of 
Port Brown. 

Special Problems: I was unable to contact anyone associated with the 
Brownsville Historical Association during my v i s i t so this ended up as a 
"do-it-yourself" inspection. At Resaca de la Palma (Sites Nos. 1 & 2) 
there was no Department of Interior plaque available to the public. 
Late the night before I l e f t I was f i n a l l y able to contact the Treasurer 
of the Society, Mr. Eduardo Valent, and questioned him as to the absence 
of the landmark. He told me that he thought a Mr. Hubert Hudson had 
managed to get possession of the plaque and i t is presently mounted at 
the swimming pool at his residence, which Is located on a portion of the 
batt l e f i e l d . This same question was reiterated by Mr. Fausto Yturria, 



President of the Brownsville Association, In a lett e r received since re­
turning from the f i e l d t r i p . This particular situation brings up a 
somewhat slightly sticky legal point. When these plaques are turned 
over to the landowners involved, do they s t i l l remain Government property? 

We believe this question w i l l have to be answered in this case so as to 
make the bronze plaques available to the public. 

Suggestions Offered: None. 

signature 





NATIONAL HISTORIC LÂ TD̂ LAUK 
BIENNIAL VISIT REPORT 

SITE Resaca de l a Palma B a t t l e f i e l d 

LOCATION Brownsville, Texas 

DAY(S): VISITED February 4. 1977 

Month Day(s) Year 

VISITED BY Richard W. Sellars 

(Name) 

Regional Historian 

( T i t l e ) 

Southwest Regional Office 

(Address) 

505- 988-6501 

(Phone Number) 

PERSON(S) CONTACTED, OTTH TITLE(S) 

REPORT SUBMITTED BY: 

Richard W. Sellars 
Name 

^ ^ ^ j ^ ^ Regional Historian 

Signature ( ^ t ^ { j j ^ ^ m i ^ 

Date , y I 1 D. ( • 



REPORT 

I . D.id you have any d i f f i c u l t y making contact w i t h the ounev or administrator 
i n advance of your v i s i t ? Yes No I f yes, please describe: 

Did not attemptto contact owner due to s e n s i t i v i t y of .the s i t u a t i o n , i.e. 
area i s being considered for inclusion i n t o National Park System, but the ; 
area i s also very badly Impacted, to the extent that removal of Landmark 
status i s recommended. 

I I . Did you f e e l t h a t your v i s i t was X'/elcoae? _not v;elcorae? 
I f not, please describe circumstances: 

.. . NA ^ 

I I I . Was the m a t e r i a l provided by SITRO ample and helpful? Yes ^ 
I f not, please e:<plain: 

IV. Approximately how long d i d you spend at the site? ^ hour 
(photographer spent additional time getting pictures) 

V. Please describe the condition of tha s i t e ( s t r u c t u r e ( s ) , grounds, 
f u r n i s h i n g s , etc.) The landmark i s presently a large open, mowed f i e l d 

surrounded by small clumps of trees. The area i s encircled by the resaca 
and, on one side, a l o c a l highway. The Landmark boundaries are approximately 
contiguous with the boundaries of a polo f i e l d . Records indicate that an 
orchard existed i n the area p r i o r to the polo f i e l d . The ground i n t h i s area 
has thus been greatly disturbed at least twice i n the recent past, i.e. i n 
the development of the orchard, and the development of the polo f i e l d . 

V I . Based on the reasons f o r the o r i g i n a l designation, i s i t your opinion that 
the i n t e g r i t y of the s i t e i s being adequately maintained? Yes No X 
I f no, please explain: The encounter at Resaca de l a Palma was a running 

b a t t l e which covered probably several thousand acres. Thus the 40 acre 
Landmark contain's only a small portion of the o r i g i n a l b a t t l e f i e l d . As noted, 
the Landmark grounds have been s i g n i f i c a n t l y disturbed at least twice during 
the recent past. Furthermore, the lands surrounding the Landmark (lands 

V I I . Please describe i n d e t a i l the management of tha s i t e (otmer-managM,''^''^ ^^^^^ 
employee-managed, governmant-m.anaged, e t c . ) : 

Believed to be owner managed. 

V I I I . I n your opinion, i s the s i t e management adequate? Yes No I f 
you have any reservations, please describe: 

The s i t e management i s adequate only i n the sense that no further damage i s 
presently being done to the Landmark to add to the e a r l i e r Impacts of the 
orchard and polo f i e l d . 



VI. continued. 

which were also part of the b a t t l e f i e l d ) have been even more impacted 
with highways, railroads, housing developments and dredging operations. 
As a r e s u l t , there i s v i r t u a l l y no h i s t o r i c a l i n t e g r i t y l e f t i n the 
area, either w i t h i n the Landmark boundaries, or i n the surrounding lands 
where the b a t t l e also occurred. Destruction of the s i t e i s so extensive 
i t i s doubtful i f an archeological survey could determine the true and 
exact extent of the o r i g i n a l b a t t l e f i e l d . 



presenri^P claimed 
sea » IX. I s the /feite used f o r conrmercial purposes? Yes No X I f yea, doaa 

, t h i s present any problems r e l a t e d to maintaining the i n t e g r i t y of the site? 
Yes llo I f yes, please describe: 

I t represents only a small portion of the o r i g i n a l battleground. -

X. Please describe any f i n a n c i a l problems r e l a t e d to the s i t e : ' ' • 

X I . \lhat other problems d i d you encounter, i f any? 

NA 

X I I . X^hat s p e c i f i c ^ ' iggestions, i f any, d id you make to the otmer or adminis t ra tor ' 

NA . 

X I I I . \>)hat follow-up a c t i o n do you suggest f o r the SV'JRO and/or others? 

That the Southwest Region recommend that the NHL designation be removed 
(see attached memorandum) 

XIV. I s there any urgency regarding the suggested action? Yes No 
I f yes, please c l a r i f y : 

Only to avoid.the p o s s i b i l i t y that i t w i l l again be proposed as a 
National H i s t o r i c a l Park. 

XV. I f t h i s s i t e i s being managed under the terms of a signed agreement, has 
the plaque been mounted? Yes No XX i f yes, describe exact 
l o c a t i o n . I f no, please explain why i t has not bean accepted or not 
been mounted. Also, describe locat i o n of the C e r t i f i c a t e . 

Questions? 

(See attached memorandum) 

(PLEASE ENCLOSE PHOTOS, CLIPPINGS, COPIES OF CORP̂ SPONDENCE, OR ANY 
OTHER MATERIALS VmiCH VJILL SOPPLEMENT THE INFORMATION GIVEN IN THE 
REPORT) 





Fla. 2 
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SraU of on/ MIL* 

BATTLE 
or 

RESACA DC LA PALMA 

,..-...-^t;^"Vft •^•^t:iTA,f^ %^K%fh> .r-l 

Map Aftow-tno the. b a t t t z 
Re4aca"rfe £a Pa.̂ ma 
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•A Hesaca dehTalma 
Milj 9,1846 

Amtrican Mantnj 
Ameruaii Oivalry 
AmtrutinAnilleni 
American Skirniishcn 

c=3 Aitximn inrnntnj 
=2a AiaicanCumlni 
^ MalcanArtillenj 
f MalcttiiDnin 

Map showing the. Batttz 
0^ Reaaca d& ta Palma, 
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F.<.g. 72 
P£a« oi( ^he Voiiltlonii which the. 
Mex-tcanA T/ioop^ Mannerf In the 
Action with the Amefilcani on the 
9th oft May 1 846 In the Reaaca de 
Gaefineno. ktcafiaz: ItSO 
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D6C. No. 209; 59 

C A M P OF T H E A R T . B A T T . , 1ST B R I G A D E , 
Near Malamoras, Mexico,- Mdy 12, 1846. 
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. . ' - • ' ' - 4 ? . . 
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F^g. .5/ 

Ih-tA sketch 0(( Reaaca de £a Pa£ma H;a4 
done bt/ Lt. J. M. ScaKKltt, It wah 
dfiawn on the body OfJ a tettex &ent to 
Cot. Totten descilblng both the battle 
of, Palo Alto and Resaca de ta Palma. 
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Tig. 52 

This sketch shows the American 
and Hexican positions at the 
beglnnlna of the battle.. It Is 
likely that this sketch was 
Trade on the battlefield. 
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