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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Today the Resaca battlefield merely suggests conditions as they were in 1846.
The bend of the Resaca, once dense with chaparral of mesquite and cactus has
been cleared, and until recently was planted as a citrus orchard. This has
been removed and is now an open field used for polo. The outlying areas are
heavily developed residentially, losing completely any remaining historical
integrity. At least the Resaca de la Palma, once. filled in has been
excavated and again contains water. The tall palms that suggested the name
of the Resaca are still standing. A Texas Centennial Commission monument
marks the site, but a cannon placed by General James Parker during 1920-21
has been removed about % mile north of the site. The intrusions are so
great that no attempt at preservation is possible. The only remaining

open space, although it no longer retains original landscape features is

the major portion of the active battlefield and serves well in a com-
memorative function.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The battle of Resaca de la Palma was one of only two important battles of the
Mexican War fought on what is now American soil. Following the Mexican
retreat from the Battle of Palo Alto on May 8, General Zachery Taylor and his
army followed them to the Resaca de la Palma, where fighting resumed.
Deploying his infantry through the high chaparral and sending his cavalry in a
sudden charge down the road, Taylor captured enemy artillery and caused the
foot soldiers to withdraw. With heavy losses in artillery and personnel, the
Mexican army retreated across the Rio Grande. These events led to the
successful invasion of Mexico, demonstrating the superiority of American

arms which gained the United States new prestige at home and abroad.

HISTORY

Early in 1846, General Zachary Taylor received orders to take possession of
the territory lying between the Nueces and Rio Grande Rivers. Accordingly,
he started southward with a part of his force from Corpus Christi overland,
sending his supplies and munitions by boat. After a difficult march across
the vast territory, the Army encamped on March 24, 1846, near Los Fresnos,
ten miles north of the present Brownsville, remaining four days while
supplies were brought from Point Isabel. On March 28 they reached the Rio
Grande where they began construction of earthworks directly on the banks of
the river. The post was first known as Fort Taylor but was renamed Fort
Brown in honor of Major Jacob Brown who was fatally wounded on May 9 when
the fort was beseiged by Mexican troops from Matamoros.

Movement of the American army south from Corpus Christi had been the signal
for the concentration of Mexican troops at Matamoros. General Arista was
appointed Mexican Commander-in-Chief to supercede General Pedro Ampudia,
with a total of 5,200 regulars and 26 pieces of artillery.

General Arista moved the concentration of the Mexican cavalry at Rancho
Solisefio, 26 miles west of Matamoros with a view of cutting off Taylor's
supplies. He crossed from Soliseno on April 24 and took a position on

the Point Isabel road near Loma Alta, 9 miles north of Brownsville. Upon
hearing of the move, Taylor, with his entire force except for some 50 men
remaining at Fort Brown, left on May 1 for the coast, arriving at Point
Isabel on May 5. : Believing that Taylor was about to withdraw entirely,
the Mexicans crossed from Longoreno on May 1 in pursuit of Taylor, leaving

a force to beseige the fort.

(Continued)
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Taylor, having received news of the Mexican movement, departed from Point
Isabel on May 7. On the following day the Americans and Mexicans confronted
each other on the Battlefield of Palo Alto.

After each army was unable to advance, the Mexicans retired southward during
the early hours of May 9 and made a stand at Resaca Guerrero, since known as
Resaca de la Palma. Here they planted three cannons and the greater part of
their infantry on the north bank of the Resaca. Supporting these were four
cannons on the south side of the Resaca, distributed on each side of the
road from Point Isabel, with the remainder of the infantry planted on the
bank of the Resaca. The cavalry was distributed along the western turn of
the Resaca and a body called "Defensores de Tampico™ was hidden in the

woods west of the old road which ran south from the Resaca Rancho Viejo in
the direction of Brownsville. In front and to the north of the position
taken by the Mexicans there was a praire about three miles in length,
thickly covered with sacahuiste or wire grass. To the west, along the

road on both sides, there was also a dense growth of ebony, mesquite, and
other native cover. The artillery, which had been so effective the previous
day, was greatly impeded in its progress by the wire grass.

Realizing that artillery alone could not dislodge the enemy, General Taylor
ordered Captain May of the Dragoons to charge the position. This was done
successfully and the Mexican army quickly retreated. General Arista
narrowly escaped capture, his tent and all his personal effects falling
into the hands of the Americans. His forces fled toward the Rio Grande
while all the Mexican artillery and supplies fell into the hands of the
victorious Americans.
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The boundary has been drawn to include the only portion of the battlefield
which has retained any historical integrity. All structures on the site are
nonhistoric and do not contribute to the significance of the landmark.
Beginning at the southwest corner where Paredes Line Road crosses the Resaca
the boundary continues southeast along the south bank of the Resaca,
following the curve around north, then west to the point where it bends back
eastward, then continuing in a line from this point to an intersection with
Paredes Line Road, then south along this road to the point of beginning as
shown on the U.S.G.S. map.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Today the Resaca battlefield merely suggests conditions as they were in 1846.
The bend of the Resaca, once dense with chaparral of mesquite and cactus has
been cleared, and until recently was planted as a citrus orchard. This has
been removed and is now an open--field used for polo. The outlying areas are
heavily developed residentially, losing. completely any remaining historical
integrity. At least the Resaca de la Palma, once~ filled in has been
excavated and again contains water. The tall palms that suggested the name
of the Resaca are still standing. A Texas Centennial Commission monument
marks the site, but a cannon placed by General James Parker during 1920-21
has been removed about % mile north of the site. The intrusions are so
great that no attempt at preservation is possible. The only remaining

open space, although it no longer retains original landscape features is

the major portion of the active battlefield and serves well in a com-
memorative function.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The battle of Resaca de la Palma was one of only two important battles of the
Mexican War fought on what is now American soil. Following the Mexican
retreat from the Battle of Palo Alto on May 8, General Zachery Taylor and his
army followed them to the Resaca de la Palma, where fighting resumed.
Deploying his infantry through the high chaparral and sending his cavalry in a
sudden charge down the road, Tayler captured enemy artillery and caused the
foot soldiers to withdraw. With heavy losses in artillery and personnel, the
Mexican army retreated across the Rio Grande. These events led to the
successful invasion of Mexico, demonstrating the superiority of American

arms which gained the United States new prestige at home and abroad.

HISTORY

Early in 1846, General Zachgry Taylor received orders to take possession of
the territory lying between the Nueces and Rio Grande Rivers. Accordingly,
he started southward with a part of his force from Corpus Christi overland,
sending his supplies and munitions by boat. After a difficult march across
the vast territory, the Army encamped on March 24, 1846, near Los Fresnos,
ten miles north of the present Brownsville, remaining four days while
supplies were brought from Point Isabel. On March 28 they reached the Rio
Grande where they began construction of earthworks directly on the banks of
the river. The post was first known as Fort Taylor but was renamed Fort
Brown in honor of Major Jacob Brown who was fatally wounded on May 9 when
the fort was beseiged by Mexican troops from Matamoros.

Movement of the American army south from Corpus Christi had been the signal
for the concentration of Mexican troops at Matamoros. General Arista was

“appointed Mexican--Commander-in-Chief to supercede General Pedro Ampudia,

with a total afil 5,200 regulars and 26 pieces of artillery.

éGeneral Arista moved the concentration of the Mexican cavalry at Rancho

Soliseflo, 26 mlles west of Matamoros with a view of cutting off Taylor's
supplies. He crossed from Soliseno on April 24 and took a position on

the Point Isabel road near Loma Alta, 9 miles north of Brownsville. Upon

hearlng of the move, Taylor, with his entire force except for some 50 men
remaining at Fort Brown, left on May 1 for the coast, arriving at Point
Isabel on May 5. sBellev1ng that Taylor was about to withdraw entirely,

the ‘Mexicans CrOSSed from Longoreno on May 1 in pursuit of Taylor, leaving
~-a force.to beselge the: Fort.

{ =¥}
._‘Jn. i -

(Continued)



Form No. 10-300a

e 10JﬁNlTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE . S,
. RECEIVED
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES i
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATEENTERED.
CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE = "2

Taylor, having received news of the Mexican movement, departed from Point
Isabel on May 7. On the following day the Americans and Mexicans confronted
each other on the Battlefield of Palo Alto.

After each army was unable to advance, the Mexicans retired southward during
the early hours of May 9 and made a stand at Resaca Guerrero, since known as
Resaca de la Palma. Here they planted three cannons and the greater part of
their infantry on the north bank of the'-Resaca. Supporting these were four
cannons on the south side of the Resaca, distributed on each side of the
road from Point Isabel, with the remainder of the infantry planted on the
bank of the Resaca. The cavalry was distributed along the western turn of
the Resaca and a body called "Defensores de Tampico™ was hidden in the

woods west of the old road which ran south from the Resaca Rancho Viejo in
the direction of Brownsville. In front and to the north of the position
taken by the Mexicans there was a praire about three miles in length,
thickly covered with sacahuiste or wire grass. To the west, along the

road on both sides, there was also a dense growth of ebony, mesquite, and :
other native cover. The artillery, which had been so effective the previous
day, was greatly impeded in its progress by the wire grass.

Realizing that artillery alone could not dislodge the enemy, General Taylor
ordered Captain May of the Dragoons to charge the position. This was done
successfully and the Mexican army quickly retreated. General Arista
narrowly escaped capture, his tent and all his personal effects falling
into the hands of the Americans. His forces fled toward the Rio Grande
while all the Mexican artillery and supplies fell into the hands of the
victorious Americans.
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The boundary has been drawn to include the only portion of the battlefield
which has retained any historical integrity. All structures on the site are
nonhistoric and do not contribute to the significance of the landmark.
Beginning at the southwest corner where Paredes Line Road crosses the Resaca
the boundary continues southeast along the south bank of the Resaca,
following the curve around north, then west to the point where it bends back
eastward, then continuing in a line from this point to an intersection with

Paredes Line Road, then south along this road to the point of beginning as
shown on the U.S.G.S. map.
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RESACA DE LA PALMA BATTLEFIELD
Aerial View




RESACA







RESACA DE LA PALMA BATTLEFIELD
Polo Field




T7LE FIE

LLYdY
B

Nvaox

- Al
e

%




RESACA DE LA PALMA BATTLEFIELD
Commemorative Markers
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r Mande, doe dA

The Bomorable :
e Seevetary of lap,

Wy doer Br, desvetamn

I v reselved your le'ler of Bovanber ), tn-uu.

the reguest of the Runarable FWilton A, Nest, Mua-e o7
fevresmtatives, dated Jetoher 75, in regand o the study
wad lavestigotion of battlefelds of Palo ilta, eses de
1a Palmg, aad ‘alaite 8111, Teme,

§ have referred the satitsr to the 0rficze of Bu'd aal
Pasks, Balldings, «od leservatlons, o ¥ e reqmest Ot
an Uon be awe 7 these srees 20 soem W AL om
E saveniently. A oooy of ay letter of Whis date
@ Congressnsn Test s attached “or your reference,

Singerely yours,

Sceretary of the Interior,

Inal. BL740.
ViCs s,

qu,QM >

N\



g eris
N-T-'9%

04 0 O LS
Bea. Mlbtm A, Best, Faite (L : 0
Rocada A Uik Falhma
Bowse of Aepresemtesd ves,
By Aasy Br. Yool

1 have reseived by reference your letler of Ootsber 23
o the Seeretary of far. The study ~nd ‘nvestigation of
sattlefislds for commemorstive wurioses Lo now the duty of
the Denartment of he Iaterior, 28 =18 indleated in the
Letter of the Jeoretasy of far to yeu dated “vembor le

Be shall be gl d % investigate the battlefields of
Pule Alten, Hesge de 1o alms, wnd “alaite RLLL, Temas, =4
ool &8 11U San be dome sonveniently. T have sccerd!ngly
peforr-d the satter 1o e JIflce of Batiomal “arks,
Pulldings, wd Reservatims, for stientien,

Sineerely yours,

jesretary of the Imterier.
VEG: WS .

CO=Seeretary of Bar,




Male Alto, Resen de la ‘alme, «ad Pw M4 \

———

Befilaficlda.

Senore)!

losation: FMear Brownsville, Texue, in Cemerom County.
Area:

:

(a) Jeeaie:
(v) Riaterieal: Psle -1%o, the firet dattls of the Wexiean

var; Resoa de lu lma, the second dattle,

and almito Fill, she last battle of the
rivil Yar fought 30 duye «fter lLew's surreader.

(e) Geologiea):
(4) Resrestionsd:
(o) Bielogies):

Aceessabllity:
!:3”!“‘ Hor. kilton H. Yew$.
Reports In a lettiur of Let, 28, 1882, te¢ oacrotary lerm

fon., Milton M. Feat stuted tist thase three buttle-
flelds demerve atuiy for eor-wwarstive purnvees.

. “ecy. ern referrsd his letier tc feey. lckes wno
referred it to this “ervice. 2V 2R )
Astien: No netioa hes bheen tokem. ?-2C-24 J1B.

*SHLIS TTVILFL L™




-. 1L
T
i
mm
a. Al
iy il oyt
w: “w
u“.“ mm
ul i

Simoercly yase,
Mvensls £, Lwmlia,
Aotiry, Suncrvises of Histerie S8tes,

ntegest In theee sitoe fe ap seciated,

Ai%ad




eptesber §, 1839,

. N / ) N
([~ a X8 UM A

Nr, ¥, I, Taldot, v oA LLLN, JJV y‘A

Viee President aad GCemsral livaager,
Cheamber of Coamm ree,
Srowneville, Tezas.

Deay Mr. Taldos:

Refereonce is made %0 your letter of .uguet 18 reganrding
the battlefields of iwlo Al%0 end ..estea de las Felams aear
Prownsville, Texss.

These historiec areas are sxtreasly interesting, «ad have
boen listed for study Lo conmection with the [issorie lites
Survey nov being mmde with the view of deteraining which sites
ere of mations]l signifiesnee. This survey is delag econdweted
chrenslogieslly and thammtically, and the mlo Alto end Resaca
de las Felmes arees will be studied whea the sppropriate thems
is vesched in owur survey.

IS 1o mest kind of you %0 offer your assisteanses, as well
as thet of Juige and Mrs. Daveapurt, ia our study of these
battlefields, and you may be sure that, whea opportunity permite,
we will be oaly %00 happy % take sdvantage of your kaowledge of
the sud jees.

Your imterest in Lhese sites is appresiated.

‘ineerely yours,

fremeis S. Romalds,

~etiag Superviser of Histerie
Sites.

aps:de



Hen, Nilben E. Vest,
Fouse of hewesentatives.
. dour ¥r. Vest:

heferenee 19 made to your telentenie couversation of
Oetober A8, regardins the intereest of the Urusmaville Chamber
of Cameree in the ereation of cational momuments at the
sites of the battles of /ulo Alte and sesacs do las almms,
Temae -

fe do ot ave sufflicient date on 'and teo ewmlumte prop-
orly thees arens for mtiona] menwment purposes. In order te
seeure sufficient !nforsation, we have regqueste’ the “eogioml
Mpectar at Sarta je, Now lexioco, %o lnvestigate the aress
ar! swbmit & Peport thersen for presentatiom teo the irdvigory
Board em Matienal Farks, Metorie Sites, Bulldinees, and Nonw-
monts. "hem thig Beard has studied and oensldered these sites,
you will beo notified of !%s aetion.

A eopy of our letter to the hegiomel Plreeter, Teglien
Theeo, 10 attached.

dineerely yours,

Frameie 5. ‘enalde,
Aeting Supervisor of Higterie 5tes.

Enslesure 1004848 .

eo-Region III. (detached)

apetim




Oeteber 23, 1039.

Menorendwn for the Regliosal !ireeter, kegioam [IT:

There 1o enslosed & copy of owr reply te Congressman
Miltoa L. Vest, seneeruing his request that we study the
sites of the battles of ianlo ilte and Lesaes de las ‘almms,
Temas, with the purpeee of esnsiderimg their possidle
eligidiiity for mmtiona)] monument purposes.

it is requested tiat you have a repert prereared on
these alites for pressntation to the /dvisery veard ea
satiomal imike, listarie Sites, uildings, and Nonuments.

Asting Superviser of Nisterie 31t%es.
Enelesure 1004860.

oo-fen. Milton H, West. (detached)

aps:ha




aps: hm

locember 16, 19039.

0.0 Q0%
\ v“g d.L &k Pa_,QM&q_,

Nr. Sidmey fring,
Fresident, Rio Crende Valley v Roasta
Secretaries Association,
Harlingen, Texas.

Lear ¥r. Kring:

- Your letter of Kovember 4, regardiay the desiralility of a
study of the battlefields of Mulo Alto and Resase de las almms,
near Breownsville, Teaas, has been referred to us by the legiomal
Areeotor, kegion Three, fanta ie, iow .@xieo.

e believe that a study of these battlefielde 19 highly de-
sireble, sni lave requested tie Jerional ) fiee at ‘anta fe teo
have such a study made wit) the view of presenting the twe sreas
to the advisory loard on Letlooal Tarke, Uistorie Sites, Buildings,
and domuments at (ta next mweeling. This board s eharged with
the respensibllity of making recownendations rerariing the me-
tiomal signifioance of areas suggested as possible national his-
torie sites under (v provisions 51 the Vlatorie 1tes Aot eof
iugust 21, 1936 4V Stat, CG8,. !f the Loard recommends olesaifi-
oation of & opose] slte wi of natiocam)] pigpnifioanee and the
veeretary of Lhe iniler.or ap.roves the recouendation, sueh a site
1s elizible for couslderation as & netional historie site.

Your intarest in tiese Dattlef!nlde arnd your willinrness Se
cooperate ia thelr preservation s appreeliated.

Sinecerely yours,

A. S. Telly,
‘otin Jupervisor of Historie Sites.

eo=Region Three.
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MEMOR NU X for the kegiomal Lirector, region I1II.
Attention: Regionmal ‘iisterian.

Reference is made to our lettar of Cetober &%, 1939, to
Representative ¥ilton K. .est, concerning the bettlefields of
Palo ~lto and lesaca de las 'slras, Texas.

You will recall that re;orts on taese aress are needed for
presentation t0 the idvisory Board on ™aticnal Purks, Wistorie
Sites, Pulldings, end Monume:tx. /s Or. 'enciaz Las alre iy
visited tieve 2ite., It {¢ rejuestsad ‘catl he prepure, us soon
as posiible, irie” histo-ical statemets regurding them,

Rogald T, Lre,
APS:vl Jupervisor of iistorie iites.



LOCATLI (R T™e three betiiefiside are loeeted mear Browasville,

Texns, ia Cxmeron CounSy, i
BB T letlter dutad Jsteder B, 1030, frem liom. Miltes R, Vest,

House of “spreseatatives, %0 Owe. li. Demm, “eey. of War,
stating She thrve battleflelda deserwe study for commsmape-
tive purposes.

The battisfliclde of wle alte, the firet datile of the
Maxisen iar; ‘wasea de la felamm, She secend bdatile, eand
‘mlmibo Hill, 11 miles delow Arowmavilla, tue list Lallis
of the Tivi]l "ar, fought Shirty days aftar lee's surrender,

Searetary Lemm referred this letter %o "serstary lohes,
und themce o thils “erviee.
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

30)/"
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 01.9-’:" 9»\
REGION THREE FD/O/D 6—"
SANTA FE. NEwW MEXICO % W
, )
Marech 19, 1940, ' ‘rw‘

Reference is made to Mr. R. F. Lee's memorandum of March 11 to
Dr. Neasham requesting brief historical statements regarding the
battlefields of Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma, Texas,.

e

Memorandum for the Director:

+ . The follewing recommendations and suggestions covering the abdove-

mentidned sitéee are submitted by Dr. Neasham: ' 4

1. The hjistoric sites of Palo Alto and Resaca de la Pulma are

. worthy of classification and designation as national hise
toriec sites because of the jmportanee which they played in
the Mexican War, These sites, located near Brownsville,
Texas, are of dattles fought on May 8 and 9, 1846, respeo~
$ively, the foreces of the United States being commanded by
General Zachary Teylor, As a result of winning these
battles, the United Btates Army was assured & successful

" enmtmnece into Mexico, and, in sddition, the prestige of

the United States was heightensd =2t home and abroad. The
final result waa, of eourse, the addition &6f & vast amount
of territory %o the United States.

2. Although these sites are worthy of national distinetion,

it 1s suggested that careful e¢onsideration be given to what.
effect uational classification snd designation would have
upon the present progmm of the President to promote inter-
national good will apd friendship with Mexico and latin Amer-
ica upon cultural lines, National historic sites such as
these, so close to the border of Kexice and emphasizing the
defest of Mexico, might not add to & feeling of friendship,
at least from the Mexitan poimt of Vview, It is suggested,

‘" therefore, that the Depertment of State be consulted before
pational recognition of these sites is given.

3, Should the Washington Office, the Advisory Board, the Secre-
tary's Office, and the Department of Jtate agree that classi-
fication dnd designation of these sites is proper, it is sug-

. geated that national historic site markerg be erected upon
the sites to commemorate these battles, Perhaps a cooperative
egreoment may be made with the State of Texas to preserve the

sites further. y
Ww




hot 8

4. Should it be detemmined that national recognition of these
sites may complicate relations with Mexico, it is suggested
o that Texas should acquire the sites as state historic sites,
. % An which egysSe the Servive can help preserve thea upon a do-
Rk operutive basis, : .

The recommendations and suggestions of Dr. Neasham are eomcurred
in by the undersigned. Becsuse of the large amount of work which the
Regional Historian 4s doing in shis Region, this report 1s necessarily
brief, “Should’'s standaxd Feport of lomger length be desired, it will
be trdnsaitted at the sarliest opportumity. It is believed, however,
shet sufficient informetion {s vonteined in the Washington Office to
deteimine further the merits and history of the sites of Palo Alte and
Resace de la Pelms, P g ;

Regional Direetor.
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mwmuwau«m wiaas and
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Advia p. Steulfew,
Chief, imesarch and Survey Seetien
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KEOFABDUM for the Kegional Dirvetor, Regi mn IIIs
Atteutinnt Reglomel Ai:‘cirianm Newshaa, ‘

Reference is arde o our memorupdum of dey 1, 1940, regird-
ing the reporte om tne bettl fields of Fusess de las Palsas aud
Palo Alto. i )

Througl «n oversignt, the re,orts esrliur ctubaitted 1 not
Pass soroes ay Je:zk. It ha: been brougnt to sy sttentiom thut
Uicse reports are ava..sbla, Tierefcio, 1t »iil Lo ubpece::ary
for yiu ‘0 .ubtmit wny further inforzailon.

+lvin P, Stauffer,
Caief, [s varcy and urvey fectiom.

FIRibg
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DEPARTMENT OF THE (NTERIOR

INFORMATION SERVICE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
For Release to PM's, DECEMEER 19, 1950
ADDITIONAL SITES RECOMMENDED FCR HISTCRIC LANCMARK STATUS
Seventy additionsl sites have been declared eligible for Registered Naticnal

Historie Landmark status, Secretary of the Interior|Fred A. Seaton anncunced tcday.

The sites possessing exceptional historic and archeological value are amcng
111 described in six new "theme studies" in the Natlonal Park Service series
covering all the majér periods of humen history in America. The six studies are:
Political and Military Affairs, 1783-1830; The Civil War, 1861-1865; and four

‘'sub-themes under Westward Expansion and Extension of the National Bcundaries;

entitled: The Santa Fe Trail; The Cattlemen's Empiri; Military and Irdisn Affairs;

and The Texas Revolution and the Wsr with Mexico, 1120-1853.

National Park Service Director Conred L, Wirth|ssid that, of the 111l sites,
41 are aliready represented in the Park Service and the remaining 70 sites have
been recommended by the Advisory Bcard on National Farks, Historic Sites, Buildings,
and Mcnuments as eligible for Registered National Historic Landmark status.

The National Registry of Historic Landmarks wgs approved by Secretary Seatcrn
and established by the National Park Service in Octgber of this year, Five theme
studies covering the English, French, and Spanish Exploration and Settlement; the
Development of the English Colonies, 1700-1775; and |The Advance of the Frontier,
1763-1A30 were announced., A total of 124 sites werd recommended, with 92 declared
eligible for Landmark status and the remasinder alreddy in the Natinnal Park System
or having received Federal recognition.

The National Registry of Historic Landmarks ig [designed to recognize and
endorse the preservation and protection cof structuregs and sites now administered
by States, other public agencies, or histecrical societies and to encourage private
owners of historic landmarks to meintain them.

!




The Registry is an outgrowth of the National Survey of Historic Sites end
Buildings program of the National Park Service, This program was suthorized by
the Historic Sites Act of 1935, which provided for a "survey of historic and
archeological sites, buildings, and objects for the| purpose of determining which
possess exceptional value as commemorating or illustrating the history of the
United States." g

Administrators of sites found eligible for Langmark status may apply to the
National Park Service for such recognition and will| receive a certificate.
Arrangements are also being made to make available a suitable marker.

Descriptive summaries of the sites in the presently announced theme studies
are attached. A list of themes under study is also| attached. Additional studies
will be announced from time to time. The various theme studies may later be
published for public distribution. Only reading copies are currently available.

X X.X
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I.
LI.
11,

IV,

v,
VI.
VII.
VIII.
s

XI.

X1I.
ALLL.
XIV.
XV.

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTCRIC SITES AND BUILDINGS

List of Themes, Subthemes,
and Special Studies

Prehistoric Hunters and Gatherers
Early Indian Farmers
Indian Villages and Communities
Spanish Exploration and Settlement
Special Study: Spanish Colcnicl fiiti<s inthe Panama
Canal Zone
French Exploratioa and Settlement
English Exploration and Settlement to 1700
Dutch and Swedish Exploration and Settlement
Contact with the Indians
PCevelopment of the English Colonies, | 1700-1775
The War for Independence
The Advance of the Frontier, 1763-1830
Subtheme: The Lewis and Clark Expedition
Special Study: Lincoln State Park and Nancy Hanks Llncoln
State Memorial

Political and Military Affairs, 1783+1830

Political and Military Affairs, 1830+1860
The Civil War, 1861-1865
Westward Expansion and Extension of the Nat1onal Boundaries
to the Pacifie, 1830-1898
Subthemes: The Santa Fe Trail
' The Mining Frontier
The Cattlemen's Empire
The Farming Frontier
Military and Indian Affairs
Speclal Study: Foxyt Bowie
" Font Davis
The Texas Revolution and the War with Mexico,
1820-1853
The Fur Trade Era
Special Study: The Bailly Homestead
Overland Migrations of the Trans-Mississippi
West
Great Explorers of the West
Transportation and Communication
Special Study: Promontory Summit {(Golden
Spike)
Special ltudy: The Hubbell Trading Post




XVI.
XVII.
XVIII.
XIX.

XXI.

XXII,

Indigenous Peoples and Cultures
Commerce, Industry, and Agriculture| .
Travel and Ccmmunication ; Lr _
Development and Conservation of Naturel Resources
The Arts and Sciences
Subthemes: Educaticn
Architecture
Literature, Painting} and Sculpture
Inventions and Scientific Discoveries
Political and Military Affairs after 1865
Special Study: Fort De Soto
L L Hawaii
L I Alaska
Social and Humanitarian Movements.



Political and wilitary Affairs, 1783-183.

In the study of Political and Military Affairs) 1783-183C, 34
sites have been recognized as possessing exzceptional value.
Twenty-six of these, nct administered by the Natiomal Park Service,
are eligible to receive certificates as Registered National
Historic Landmarks as follows:

1. Maryland State House, Annavolis, Maryland, This was the
meeting place of the Continental Congress| 1783-1784; scene

of the ratification of the Treaty ending Fhe Revolutionary

War and of General George Washington's repignation as Commander-
in-Chief; scene of the conference which resulted in the calling
of the Constitutional Convention of 1787, State owned.

2. 01d State House, Hartford, Connecticut. An architectural
monument, this is an early public building designed by Charles
Bulfinch and one of the best restored civiic structures of

the Federal period. Owned by the city of]| Hartford.

3. Massachusetts State House, Boston, sachusetts. This
famed architectural monument is called the master work of
Charles Bulfinch, It is a superb example of civil architecture
in the early years of the Republic, Statie owned.

4. City Hall, New York City. This structure, which has
considerable architectural significance, [tells the story of
municipal administration in New York City, and is associated
with important political and military afflairs and public figures
since its erection in 1811, Owned by the city of New York.

5. United States Capitol, Washington, D. C. This structure
has been the seat of the Congress of the [United States since

1800, with one brief interruption. It ig not only a key
structure associated with the historic dgvelopment of the
Nation, but is also a building of architdctural and artistic
interest. Federal ownership.

6. The White House, Washington, D. C. (onsidered to be the
most important residence in the United States, the White House

has been the hcme of every president sinde the administration
of John Adams in 1800, Federal ownership.




7. QOctagon House, Washington, D. C. The Odtagon, built in
1798-180C is a superb example of an 18th cerjtury colonial town
house, 1t was designed by Dr. William Thorygton, architect of
the U. S. Capitol. Occupied temporarily in (1814 by President
Yadison, after the destruction of the White [House, it was the
scene of the signing of the ratification of |the Peace Treaty
ending the War of 1812. Owned by the American Institute of
Architects.

8. Decatur House, Washington, D. C. This drchitectural

monument is one of the finest examples of a [Georgian town house
in Washington, and for a short time it was the home of naval
hero Stephen Decatur, Owned by the National] Trust for Historic
Preservation in the United States.

9. Tudor Place, Washiggton, D. C. This structure; of great
architectural significance, had important torical

associations with the families of George Washington and Robert E.
Lee. Privately owned, ;

P, €, This

was designed by
ause of its situa-
House, this Church
ome known as "The
ts Parish.

10. St. John's iscopal Church, Washington
notable example of late Federal architectur
the American architect Benjamin Latrobe. B
tion on Lafayette Square, opposite the Whit
has served many of the Presidents and has b
Church of the Presidents." QOwned by St. Jo

hington,; D. C.
chitecture in
iest Federal
field, one of the
ture. Scene of
ownership.

One of the finest examples of Greek revival
Washington, this structure is one of the ear
buildings erected in the city, and George H
architects of the Capitol, designed the stru
notable trials of national interest., Federa

Home of George

ces during the

as first President
on Ladies

12. Mount Vernon. Fairfax County, Virginia.
Washington, Commander-in-Chief of Patriot fo

Revolution and outstanding statesman, servin
of the United States. Owned by the Mount Ve
Association. :

a. A classic
was the home of

13. Monticello, near Charlottesville, Virgin
example of American architecture, Monticello
President Thomas Jefferson. This structure was a place of
pilgrimage for the great and humble who admired Jefferson's
character and accomplishments. Owned by the| Thomas Jefferson
Memorial Foundation.




14. Gunston Hall, Fairfax County, Virginia. This structure,

a colonial architectural gem, is a living monument to George
Mason, noted for his constitutional papers of bagic importance
in American history, including the "Virginia Declaration of
Rights" of 1776, which was in part an inspiration for the
Declaration of Independence and the Federal Bill |of Rights.
Owned by the Commonwealth of Virginia and adminigtered by the
National Society of Colonial Dames of America.

structure was the home of Pre&ident James Madisor] for 76 years,
including 19 years of his retirement after he serlved as President
of the United States. Privately owned.

15. Montpelier ange Count Virgihia. This amportant

16. Qsk Hill, Loudoun County, Virginia. This striking historic

residence is a monument to the memory of President James Monroe.
The structure has an important relationship to the famed Monroe
Doctrine issued during Monroc's last term in the ite House,
and existing records show that he outlined the ideas for this
great state paper in a letter written from Oak Hilll. Privately
owned. '

17. John Marshall House, Richmond, Virginia. For 45 years, this
was the home of the famed Chief Justice, John Marghall, during his

distinguished judicial career, sessions of the Court were so held
that Marshall was to spend much of his time at this structure in
Richmond, where many of his important opinions on| constitutional
questions were undoubtedly written. Owned by the| city of
Richmond,

18, The Hermitage, near Nashville, Tennessee. Fpr over 40 years,

during which Andrew Jackson rose from a frontier litia commander
to the Presidency, he made his home at the Hermitéage. Owned and
administered by the Ladies Hermitage Association,|Nashville,
Tennessee,

19, Ashland, Iexington, Kentucky. Home of the distinguished
American political leader, Henry Clay, the present structure
appears to have been in part reconstructed after his death in
1852, Owned by the Henry Clay Memorial Foundationm.

20, Fort Hill, Pickens County, South Carolina. This structure,
the home of John C, Calhoun during the last 25 years of his life
is a fitting memorial to the great American political leader.
Owned by the State of South Carolina, it is located on the
campus of Clemson Agricultural College, and is administered by
the John C. Calhoun Chapter, United Daughters of the Confederacy.




g1, Grouseland, Vincennes, Indiana. The hom
Henry Harrison, 1804-~1812, during which perio

of William
he was

Territorial Governor of Indiana, and a foremogt defender of
white settlement against the Indian tribes attempting to

block westward expension of the United States.

From

"Grouseland," in September 1811, Harrison undertock the
offensive which reached its climax at the Battle of Tippecance,

which destroyed the forces of the famous Indi

leader, Tecumseh;

a victory which influenced the campaign of Harrison for the

Presidency thirty years later. Owned and adm
Francis Vigo Chapter, Daughters of the Americ
Vincennes, Indiana.

22, Hamilton Grange, New York City. Built in

igstered by the
Revolution,

1801, this

structure was. the only home ever owned by Alexander Hamilton,

a major draftsman and proponent of the Federal
and foremost architect of American financial p
first critical years of the Federal Union. It
few Federal period structures surviving in New|
by the American Scenic and Historic Preservati

23,

Springfield Armory, Springfield, Massachusetts.

€onstitution,

olicy in the

is one of the
York City. Owned

on Society.

This is

the United States Government's oldest manufacturing arsenal

and the site of the decisive defeat of rebellic
Shay's Rebellion, 1786-87. Federal ownership.

24. United States Military Academy, West Point

Established in 1802, the United States Military

bug farmers in

., New York,
7 Academy has

~ been in continuous existence since that time and is noted for
training the officers who have developed and commanded the

regular Army establishment of the United States. .

Troops have

been stationed at West Point since January, 1778, making it the

oldest permanently occupied military post in the country.

ownership,

Federal

25. Frigate nggtitutign“_af;bog, Messachusetts. This famed

vessel, "Old Ironsides," is a stirring symbol
history.

American naval

Although extensively restored, it has| retained its

lines and characteristics, and has never lost its identity as

a commissioned ship of the United States Navy.

Launched in

1797, it was involved in the naval war with Frapce, 1798-1800,

and made a brilliant record in the War of 1812,
ownership,

Federal

26. Plattsburgh Bay, Plattsburgh, New York. Stene of the

decisive victory of American naval forces over

he British

squadron, which won control of Lake Champlain in the War of 1812.

Cumberland Head, overlocking the scene of this
is owned by the State of New York.

amed naval action,



Ihvaddition, eight sites are represented and interpreted in the
National Park System, as follows:

2. Federal Hall National Memorial, New York

3. Adams National Historic Site, ‘Massachusett

4. Fort Washington, National Capital Parks, near Washlngton, D. C.

5. Perry's Victory and International Peace Mﬁmcrial National
Monument, Chio.

6. Fort McHenry National Monument and Hiatorjc Shrine, Maryland.

1. Independence National Historical Park, Pejnsylvania.

7. Chalmette National Historical Park, Louisiana.
8. Castle Clinton National Monument, New York.



The Civil War, 1861-1864

The Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic |[Sites, Buildings,
and Monuments has recognized 39 sites as possessing exceptional
value in this period of American history. Founteen of these,
not administered by the National Park Service, |are eligible to
receive certificates as Registered National Hi toric Landmarks.
These are as follows:

1. Confederate Capitol, Montgomery, Alsbama. First Capitol
of the Confederacy. Still used as Alabamg State Capitol.

State owned.

2. Fort Morgan, Mobile, Alabama. Commemdrates the famous
battle sealing off one of the last two Confederate ports.

In this sea battle, Admiral Farragut uttened the famous
words, "Damn the torpedoes - full speed ahead!" State owned.

3. Lincoln Home, Springfield, Illinois. [This simple frame

house saw the emergence of Lincoln from pqgsition of a small
town lawyer to that of a national figure. | State owned.

4. Lincoln Tdmb, Springfield, Illinois. |A moving memorial

symbolizing the legacy of compassion, ~o'trage, and under-
standing which Abraham Lincoln left to the Union he preserved.
State owned.

5. U. S. Grant Home State Memorial, Galera, Illinois.
Presented to General Grant by the city inﬁrecognition of his

military service, this was Grant's home before he became
president; again in 1879, and for two yearns following.
State owned. '

6. Nancy Hanks Lincoln State Memorial, Lincoln City, Indiana.
The home of Abraham Lincoln in his early childhood. State owned.

7. Perryville Battlefield, Perryville. Kentucky. Climax of
the Confederate invasion of Kentucky. State owned. :

8. Fort Jackson and Fort St. Philip, Louilsiana. Failure of
Fort Jackson to stop the Union Navy caused the Confederacy

to lose New Orleans. Fort St. Philip alsg played a gallant
part in ‘the fight against Farragut's fleet] in 1862. Privately
owned. :




9. Franklin Battlefield, Franklin, Tennessee. Here, General
Hood shattered the Confederate Army of the Tennessee in

their attacks on his strongly posted Unipn force. Owned by
an association.

10. Confederate Capitol, Richmond, Virgihia. For nearly four
years, this building, designed by Thomas|Jefferson, served as

the Confederate capitol., State owned.

11, Five Forks Battlefield, Dinwiddie Cohgtx, Virginia. Here
Grant outflanked the Confederate Army to|force Lee from the
Richmond-Pettersburg defenses. Privately owned,

12. Fort Monroe, Virginia. The nearest g¢ontinuously-held Union
stronghold to the Confederate capital, This fort witnessed

the historie fight between the U. S. S.
Virginia (Merrimac). Administered by th

13, White House of the Confederacy, Richmond, Virginia..

Served as the Executive Mansion of the C¢nfederacy during the
nearly-four years of President Jefferson|Davis' residence in
Richmond. Owned by an association,

14. Lee Chapel, Lexington, Virginia. In|this chapel, Robert E.
Lee and members of his family are buried, The chapel also
contains Lee's office as President of Waghington and Lee
University. Owned by the University.

In addition, 25 sites recognized as having exgeptional value are
already included in the National Park System.| They are as follows:

Abraham Lincoln National Historical|Park, Kentucky.
Antietam National Battlefield Site,|Maryland.

Appomattox Court House National Historical Park, Virginia.
Brices Cross Roads National Battlefield Site, Mississippi.
Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Military Park, Georgia
and Tennessee. :
Custis-Lee Mansion National Memorial, Virginia.

Fort Donelson National Military Park, Tennessee,

Fort Jefferson National Monument, Florida.

Fort Pulaski National Monument, Georgia.

Fort Sumter National Monument, South Carolina.
Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania Natfional Military Park,
Virginia.

Gettysburg National Military Park, Pennsylvania,

Harpers Ferry National Monument, Mapyland-West Virginia.
House Where Lincoln Died National Memorial, D, C.
Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park, Georgia.

. -
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17,

I8,

19
20.
2%
22,

e3.
25.

Lincoln Memcrizl National Memorial
Lincoln Museum National Memorial,

Pea Ridge National Military Park,
Petersburg National Military Park,

Tupelo National Battlefield Site,
Vicksburg National Military Park,



The Sanva Te Trsil - Westward Exparnsion-and Ex%ension of the
National Boundaries to the Pacific, 1830-1398

'In the subtheme study of the Santa Fe Trail in the National Survey
of Historic Sites and Buildings, six sites have been recognied as
possessing exceptional value. Five of these, npt administered by
the National Park Service, are eligible to receive certificates

as Registered National Historic Landmarks as fo}lows:

1. Bent's 0ld Fort, Colorado, Built about 1833 on the north
bank of the Arkansas River at the southern boundary of what
was then the United States, this post was in the heart of the:
Southern Plains tribes and on the route of| the Mountain Branch
of the Santa Fe Trail. Until after the end of the Mexican
War, it was easily the most important point on the Trail
between the Missouri frontier settlements and the Spanish-
Mexican settlements at Santa Fe and in the Rio Grande Valley.
State owned.

2. Fort larned, Kansas. Built in 1860-1861 by the United
States Army, this post became the most impﬁrtant military
establishment on the eastern part of the Santa Fe Trail and
was a base for military protection of the Trail against
hostile Southern Plains Indians during the 1860's and 1870's.
Privately owned.

3. Baton Pass, Colorado. This defile thrpugh the Raton
Mountains was one of the most difficult and yet important sites
on the Mountain Branch of the Santa Fe Trail. It became
increasingly important during the Mexican War and in the period
of the Civil War when hostilities of the Southern Plains
Indians almost halted traffic over the more exposed Cimarron
Cut-off Route eastward. State and privaté ownership.

4. Santa Fe (Plaza Area), New Mexico. The commercial and

sociagl center of the Plaza Area in Santa Fe, in the heart of the
capitol of Northern Mexico, may be considered as the end of the
Santa Fe Trail. State, city, and private Pwnership.

|
5. Wagon Bed Springs., Kansas. This spring, sometimes called
Lower Cimarron Springs, on the Cimarron River afforded the
first water during the dry season in the 60-mile stretch of
the desert or Cimarron Cut-off Route of the Santa Fe Trail after
crossing and leaving the Arkansas River. It was the objective
and stopping place of all travelers over the Desert Route of
the Trail. Private ownership.

In addition, one site is represented and interpreted in the National
Park System. This is Fort Union National Monument, New Mexico.




[he Cattlemen's Empire - Westward Expansion and Extension of. the
National Boundaries to the Pacific, 183C-1898

In the Cattlemen's Empire, subtheme study of the National Survey
of Historiec Sites and Buildings, five sites have been recognized
as possessing exceptional value. Four of these, not administered
by the National Park Service, are eligible to receive certificates
as Registered National Historic Landmarks, as flollows:

1, Grant-Xchrs Ranch, Mortana. This ranch in Deer Lodge Valley
was one of the first in Montana, beginning about 1853, and in
the succeeding decades of the 1860's, 187Q's, and 1880's, its
owner, Conrad Kohrs, became one of the most famous cattlemen
of. the Northwest and contributed significantly in breeding up
the beef herds in that part of the country., Privately owned.

2. JA Ranch, Texas. This ranch with headquarters in the Palo
Duro Canyon of the Texas Panhandle, was perhaps the most famous
of several associated with Charles Goodni%ht, trail blazer,
frontiersman, and great pioneer cattleman of the Southwest.

With John A, Adair, he built the JA Ranch spread to 700,000
acres in the 1870's and ran 40,000 cattle.. In subsequent years,
this progressive cattleman improved the sﬂock, introducing fine
Hereford blood into the Longhorn herds, and organized Stockmen's
associations to bring order into the Open Range industry.
Privately owned. :

3. Lincoln, New Mexico. One of the best preserved of the old
cow towns, county seat of vast Lincoln County when it comprised
nearly one-fourth of New Mexico, and center of the Lincoln
County War which featured the Chisum, Tunstall, McSween, Billy
the Kid faction against the Murphy-Dolan group and involved Lew
Wallace, author of Ben Hur, which he was writing at the time,
State and private ownership.

4. Tom Sun Ranch, Wyoming. An unusually well preserved ranch
layout on the Sweetwater River near Devils| Gate, on the 0ld Oregon

Trail, and typical of the medium sized ranches of the Open Range
pericd. Private ownership.

In addition, one site is represented and interpreted in the National
Park System. This is Theodore Roosevelt National Memorial Park, North
Dakota. The Jackson Hole country in Grand Teton National Park,
Wyoming, also has associations with the Cattlemen's Empire,



Military and Indian Affairs - Vestward Expansﬂon and extension of the
National Boundaries tc the Pacific, 1830-1898 ‘

Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings, 12 sites in non-Federal
ownership have been recognized as possessing exceptiomal value for
the purpose of commemorating and illustrating [the history )f'the

In the Military and Indian affairs subtheme stgudy of the Naticnal
€
t
United 3tates. These sites are the following:

lished in 1862 by the Califarnia Volunteers during the Civil
War to contrcl a key water source in the Arizona desert, was a
strategically located post in the pass through the Chiricahus
Mountains of Arizona on one of the early and important travel
routes from the Rio Grande t¢ California. It was located in
the homeland of the Chiricahua Apache Indians, and during the
1860's, 1870's, and 1880's it was identified with the
Chiricahua wars led bty Cochise, Geronimo, Natchez, and other
hostile leaders that spread terror throughout the Southwest.
Federal and private ownership.

2. Hutbell Trading Post, Arizona, Dating from 1878, this
pust under the guidance of its founder, Jphn Lorenzo Hubbell,

became the most important trading post in| the Navajo Reserva-
tion and through its influence caused rug| weaving among the
Navajos to become an ever increasing actiyity and means of
economic livelihood, It has had a continuous, unbroken
history of benevolent influence among the| Navajos and is the
oldest surviving post still among them. Privately owned.

3. Fort Smith, Arkansas., The first fort at the junction of
the Poteau and Arkansas Rivers dates from| 1817 and :a™ estabt-
lished because of the removal of the Cherokees and other
Indiens from the Southeast to beyond the Mississippi adjacent
tc the powerful Osage tribe. A second fort was established
here in 1838 and continued to play a part|in the frontier
history of the country and was a factor, including Judge Isaac
Parker's Court, in Indian relations and law enforcement for the
next half century. City of Fort Smith and private ownership.

1. Fort Bowie and Apache Pass, agizgna.jEFort Bowie, estab-

4. Fort Larned, Kansas. Dating from 1859, this fort was the
most important pnst guarding the northern|part of the Santa Fe
Trail, and for more than a decade was a base for operations
against hostile Indians on the central plains, inecluding
Cheyenne, Kiowa, Arapaho, and Comanche, rivately -wned.



5. Fort Leavenworth, Kansas.

1827 and has been in continuous use ever |since.

This post |was established in

Its

original purpose was to guard the Santa Fe Trail and it was

the starting point for supplying most of |the western frontier
military egtablishments beyond the Missoyri, and was the base
for many military explorations to the western plains and the

Rockies.

From it General Kearny's Army of the West set out
for the conquest of New Mexico in the War with Mexico.

It

remains today one of the most important military establishments

in the country. Federally owned, Army.

6. Fort Snelling, Minnesota.
strategically located juncture of the

Established in 1819 at the

esota and Mississippi

Rivers, this fort was one of the early western forts estab-

lished after the War of 1812 to protect

e western frontier

and guarded a vast extent of territory reaching from the

Missouri River to the Great:Lakes.

For more than a third of a

century it was the most northwesterly military establishment in

the United States, Indian Affairs with t

Chippewa tribes for several decades were
and under the protection of the fort.
Federal ownership, Veter

T
post in 1946,

l?

Cloud Agency, established in 1871, was mo
1873, and was the storm center for the re
the 1870's and the focus of northern pla
relations during that period. Fort Rob
ad jacent to the Agency in 1874 when it be
military protection was necessary for the
base for several Indian campaigns during
widespread Indian hostilities on the nort
federally and State owned; Agency site St

8. Fort Gib a. Egtablished
during the next decade and a half played
receiving and caring for the Cherokee, Cr
removed from the Southeast of the United
Territory, and in attempting to keep the
and the wild plains Indians. - The fort wa
post in the then Southwest for many years
tions in the southern plains. Abandoned
Civil War, it was reoccupied during that
and remained active until 1889, Two peri
are repregented, Site of first fort, Sta
second fort, State and private ownership.
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9, Fgrt 3111, Oklahoma. Established in 1870 to control the
hostile southern plains tribes, particularly the Kiowa and
Comanche, this fort was actively identified with the pacifica-
tion and control of these tribes during the 1870's-1890's, and
from 1870 to 1878 was the Kiowa-Comancke Agency. In 1911 the
post became the Artillery School and is gtill active as one of
the most important U, S, military establishments. Federally
owned, U, S, Army.

10. Fort Belknap, Texas. Established iz 1851 following the
Mexican War when the Texas frontier was Being ravished by
Comanche-Kiowa raids, Fort Belknap became the key post in a
chain of outer, border posts to protect the exposed frontier.
During the 1850's and 1860's it bore the prunt of retaliatory
action against the southern marauding tribes. Owned by Young
County and admin1stered by Fort Belknap Society.

11. Fort Davis, Texas. Established in L854 in the Davis
Mountains north of the Big Bend, this fort guarded the junc-
tion of the trails from 3an Antonio to El| Paso and Santa Fe
and maintained surveillance over the principal Rio Grande
crossing sites used by hostile Indian war‘parties. The post
was an important station on the southern overland route to
California travelled by stage coaches and| emigrants and played
8 continuing role in protecting the routes of travel in the
trans-Pecos country. In 1879-1880 it played an important part
in the costly campaign against Victoric and his War Spring
Apaches, Prlvately owned,

Fort Phil Kearny and Related Sites (Fetterman Massacre,

a Fight, Bozeman Trai oming. | Established in
1866 by Col. Henry B. Carrington at the eastern base of the Big
Horn Mountains in the heart of the Sioux country north of the
Oregon Trail to protect the Government Bozeman Trail to the
Montana mining settlements, this fort was the focus of the Red
Clcud War in the next two years which resylted in driving the
military from the area and the abandonment of the Bozeman
Trail forts, the only time hostile Indian action compelled the
Government to relinquish control of an aréa it had set out to
protect. Among the actions fought in the |shadow of Fort Phil
Kearny were the Fetterman "Massacre" in which Capt. William J.
Fetterman and 80 men in his command were killed to the last
men, and the Wagon Box Fight, one of the most noted engage-
ments in the history of plains warfare, uring the two years
of its existence the post was held in a state of virtual siege
by hostile Sioux. State and private ownership, with small
Federal holding at Fetterman site.




The National Park 3ervice presently administers six federally
owned areas associated with Military and Indian Affairs, 1830-1893.
The six established areas in the National Park System are the
following:

.

Big Hole Battlefield National Mcnument, Montana

Custer Battlefield National Monument, Mcntana

Fort Laramie National Historic Site, Wycming

Fort Union National Monument, New Mexico

Lava Beds National Monument (Captain Jack's Stronghold),
California

Whitman National Monument, Washington.

L] R .

(o}



The Texas Revolution and the Mexican War - Westward Expansion and
Extension of the National Boundaries to the Pmcific, 1830-1898

In the Texas Revolution and the War with Mexigco, subtheme study of
The National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings, nine sites

have been recognized as possessing exceptionall value for the purpose
of commemorating and illustrating the history| of the United States.
These sites are the following:

1. The Alamo, Texag. In the Alamwo, which was the chapel of
the San Antonio de Valero Mission, established in San Antonio
in 1718 by Franciscan Friars, Lt. Col. William B. Travis'
force of 188 mern were killed to the last| man on March 6, 1836,
when Santa Anna's Mexican army of about (3,000 men breached the
walls. Among the killed defenders were frontiersmen

James Bowie and David Crockett. "Remember the Alamo" became a
battle cry among the Texans. State ownership; custodianship,
Daughters of the Republic of Texas.

2. San Jacinto Battlefield, Texas. Gengral Sam Houston on
April 21, 1836, won the decisive engagement of the Texas Revo-
lution against a numerically superior force of Mexicans under
General Santa Anna, capturing the latter, and resulting in the
independence of Texas from Mexico. State ownership; adminis-
trated by the State Parks Board and the San Jacinto Museum of
History Association.

3. Fort Brown, Texas. General Zachary Taylor's army
constructed earthworks in March 1846 on the north side of the
Rio Grande opposite the Mexican town of Matamoros. In the
series of maneuvers and battles resulting in Palo Alto and
Resaca de la Palma, a Mexican force besieged this fortificatior
during Taylor's absence, and Maj. Jacob Brown, the commander,
was mortally wounded in his successful defense of the works,

which was subsequently named for him. later and second fort
was built nearby in 1868. City of Browngville and private
ownership, :

4. Palo Alto Battlefield, Texas. On May 8, 1846, General
Zachary Taylor engaged the Mexican army fin this battle, a few

miles north of present day Brownsville. | It was the first
sizeable battle of the war, resulting in| the repulse of the
attacking Mexicans, and led to their retreat toward the Rio
Grande. Private ownership.



5. Resaca de la Palma Battlefield, Texas. The general
engagement between Taylor's American force and the Mexican
army, begun on May 8 at Palo Alto, continued the mnext day,
May 9, 1846, at the Resaca de la Palma, a few miles closer to
the Rio Grande. The Mexicans were defeated in this battle
with considerable losses in artillery and personnel and fled
back across the Rio Grande, ending the military action north
of the Rio Grande in Texas in the war with Mexico. Frivate

ownership.
6. Monterey Custom House, California. July 7, 1846,

Commodore John D. Sloat, commanding the Pacific squadronm,
raised the American flag over the Custom House at Monterey,
the capital of California, and officially proclaimed the
province as part of the United States. [he building dates in
part from 1827. State owned.

Larkin House, California. Important] for both historical
And architectural values, this house was| built by Thomas O.
Larkin in 1834-1835 and became the first American consulate in
 Mexican California. Commodore Sloat, and| General Stephen W.
Kearny, the first military governor of California, resided in
the Larkin House, causing it sometimes be called the first
American capitol of California. State ed.

8. Sonoma Plaza, Cglifornia. On June 14, 1846, a group of
33 Americans seized Sonoma, home of General Vallejo who was a

~ dominant figure in north.California, and raised in the plaza
their homemade Bear Flag as the symbol af independent
California after electing William B. Ide as president of the
newly proclaimed republic. This beginning of the Bear Flag
revolt preceded news in California of the official breaking
out of war with Mexico. State and private ownership.

ew Mexico. General
Stephen Watts Kearny raised the Americar flag over this
historic old building, which dates from |[1610, on August 18,
1846, following his entry into the capital of New Mexico, and
proclaimed the province as United Stateg territory, completing
the conquest of New Mexico., State owned.

There are no historic sites. in Federal. ownership representing this
subtheme of study.

85281-60 5
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September 25, 1961 ) ,,: ¢
L”'m : 7
S X ﬂ
Tot Regional Director, Region Three » 3
Prom:  Chief Historian £ | g

Subject: HNational Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings:
lLandmark Certificates and Markers for Palo Alto -ul
Resaca 4s las Palma

VWe are attaching copies of correspondence to Mrs. Bosio eas the
ower of Palo Alto Battlefield, and Mrs. Michalis and Mre. Wells

as owners of Resaca de las Palma Battlefield. Our correspondence
follows along the lines you suggested in your memorandum of July 11.

Ve have invited these owners to apply for certificates only, and have
sent them application forms.

As we have mentioned earlier, Palo Alto Battlefield, since there is
only one ower, does not present any problem for awarding a certifi-
cate. The difficulty here seems to be that there is no etructure or
building on which the sarker could be displayed, if the owner desires
%0 have one.

We have explained to all of the owners of the above sites something
about the placement of the markers, s0 that they might take into
consideration where they will place them and what suitable mainte-
nance and protection they can provide for them. We have usked all
of them to notify you of their wishes in this matter.

It has been our policy in cases of dual ownership of a site, to award
a ocertificate to each owner, but only one marker. We have accord-
ingly told Mrs. Michalis and Mrs. Wells thet they euch might have a
certificate, but that only one marker is available for a sits. We
bhave invited them to consult with each other as to whom should apply
for the marker. This appears to Le the best solution, since we have
not learned wlich one, if either, should be considecred as the

principal owmer.



Ve feel that it would be better for your Office to take vhatever
steps seem necessary vith Mr. Stokely, President of the Browmaville
Eistorical Society, in regard to ajding these people in seeing that
the markers will be properly placed and maintained. Also, as
suggested in your memorandum of July 11, you may wish to tell him
that we cannot provide duplicate copies of the certificates for
his maseum. However, we see no objection to the owners lending them
to the museum if they wish. The markers, wve feel, should be dis-
played on the properties. We believe also that we should adhere
as closely as possible to our policy of having the owners apply
for the certificates and markers.

We appreciate your help in getting the names of these owners to us,
and we regret that we were unuble to follow-up with your suggestions

before this time. We felt that in these particular situations, our
regular form letter would not be satisfactory.

Chief Historian

Copy to: Mr. Littleton

JOLittleton:mg



58

Region Three
Santa Pe, Nev Nexico

JUL 111961 Pads O

T P
O W J Ty
5 (—,_,&‘\

Nemo randum
To: Director
Prom: Acting Regionsl Pireector

Subject: MNational Survey of Historic Sites and Bulldings:
Ownership of Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma Battlefields

We suggest the following procedure in the somewhat complex
problem of conferring landmark designations on these two sites:

1. That you send blank application forms of the old style
(for certificates only) to the three landowners involved, snd
sward certificates only to these people.

2. That in the covering letter you inform them of the
svailability of the bronze markers, but suggest that, inasmuch
as (1) there is dual ownership of one site and (2) for both
sites the plagque would have to be mounted on s specially prepared
base financed by someons else besides the National Park Service
(there are no buildings on which to mount them), the owners get
together with Rr. Stokley and the Brownsville Historieal Society
and see if the Socliety would be willing to apply, on their behalf,
for the markers; to agree to provide for suitable mounting of the
markers; and thereafter to act as custodian of the markers.

3. That you send coples of the covering letters to Nr.
Stokley; and also inform him thet duplicate certificates cannot
be fumished him, and that arrangements will have to be made by
the Society with the owners for loan of the certificeates for
display purposes.

¥We realisze that this is a cumbersome way to nandle the probleam,
and you may well be able to devise a Letter one. It does seem,
however, that whatever arrangement 's adopted should if possible
be predicated upon the Brownsville Historical 8Soclety acting

88 intermediary between the owners and the Service.

George W. Miller
Aeting Regional Pirector

In duplicate

\')(/LQJ\' o
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Mrs. Dorthy H. lﬁcﬁsii:
Room 610

First Netional Bank ang
Brownsville, Texas

Dear Mrs. lllehauu %
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studies prepared by the National Wun-tauc Sites and’
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Certificutes and markers are m-mummtom 2
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" A certificste end s marker are availel
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certificate for each owner, but only onie marker for the site. Accord-

ingly, we are enclosing applicetion forms for the ecertificate. s
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ke mmm above, a auL‘l erhr (M), about 17"X18"

o Mlud.ao. :

{s also svailsble to the owners of sites designated as landmarks.
-rummruuuan:ammwumormmmm,
or displayed in some ' manner on the historic property. It
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shaft or monument, also. So far as practicable, it should be located
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This site muu exceptional value
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~our Regional Office. Please write to Regional Director Thomas J.
A.um, Region Mnﬂhﬂy e ’_}_”,?Mﬂwvie«,, 1735, Santa l'e,
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Enclosures : :
- Copy to. Regional Bireci'm', Region Th.ree Detached --;
\l(r. Li‘htléton . &

| OLittle_ton mg . 9-:22-61
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ingly, we are enclosing application forms for the certificate., If
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As mentioned sbove, & small bronze marker (plaque), about 17"X18"

is also aveilable to the owners of sites designated as landmarks.

The marker is usually attached to the walls of the historic structure,
or displayed in some appropriate manner on the historic property. It
may be fastened by four screws or bolts to a boulder, or tosa masonry
shaft or monument, 8lso. So far as practicable, it should be located
in such a way that it will be protected from vandalism, and yet be
readable by the public. Except for the name of the site, the texts of
the landmark markers are all the same, as follows:

(neme of site)
Has been designated a
Registered National
Historic Landmark

Under the Provisions of the
Historic Sites Act of August 21, 1935
This site possesses exceptional value

in commemorating and illustrating
the history of the United States

U. S. Department of the Interior
National Park Service
1961
As we do not know which owner should s.pply for the marker, if one is
desired, or whether you might wish %o apply jointly, will you kindly
eonsult with Mrs. Wells on this matter and make your wishes known to
our Regional Office. Please write to Regional Director Thomas J.

Allen, Region Three Office, National Park Swrvice, Box 1728, Santa Fe,
New Mexico. B v

Ve will be happy to have you participate in the Landmarks Progrem.

Sincerely yours,

e Director
\Sistal
Enclosures i,

Copy to: Regional Director, Resioﬁ Three. Detached
[llr. Littleton : ,

JOLittleton:mg 9-22-61
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To: Regional Director, Region Three ' |
From: Acting Chief Historian

Sub JectS: National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings:
Ownership of Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palue

Thank you for sending us a copy cf Mr. Stokely's letter concerning
the ownership of the above sites. We have noted that Mr. Stokely
glves two owners for Resacsa de la Pulma and one owner for Palo Alto
Battlefield.

Since only one owner is cited for Palo Alto Battlefield, the
certificate and marker do not pose any particular problem, but

in the case of the dual ownership for the principal portions of
Resaca de 1la Palma, we will need your advice as to the certificate
and marker for this aite.

In the past, we had issued two certificates for a single site vhen
there was about equal dual ownership, and we will prepare two
certificates for Resaca de la Palma if you 80 desire. As for the
marker, we (eel that only one brunze plague should be prepared for

a site even though there may be more than one owner. 'The marker
should go to the principal owner if there is no public group or
agency involved. In cases where a Otate or other agency is a partial
owner, we feel that the marker should be given to Lhe Glate or agency.
However, since the 3tate 1s not involved lLiere, we wonder which owner
of Resaca de la Palma should be the recipient of the marker. In this
case, we will have to tell one owner that his application form is for
a certificate only. The present application forms are for both the
marker and certificate.

We note also that Mr. Stokely has requested duplicate copies of the
certificate for the above sites for the Brownsville Historical
Association Museum. While we do not feel that this is necessary,
ve vill be guided by your wishes in this matter.

We will appreciate any help you can give us.

Acting Chief Historian
Copy to: Mr. Littleton

JOLittleton:mg
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Thomas J. Allen, Regional Director d
Region Three Office, National Park Service ] ”' LRI

Box 1728 {
Santa Fe, New Mexico l > /\M

T

Dear Mr. Allen: 7\ Wﬁ*’__ N

I have received a letter from Mr. Price, Assistant Diector,
concerning the National Landmark status of our land.

My mother,(Mrs. Dorothy H. Michalis) gave an acre of this
land to the D. A.R. for a monument back in the late 30's. It
s¢ts near the edge of our property and is adjacent to that of
Mres. Wells.

I have been unable to contact Mrs. Wells as she is out of town.
However, our families are close friends and I feel certain she
would want to have the bronze plaque placed on the monument
which is presently there, and approved by the Texas Historical
Society, as well as other historical groups.

Please mail the plaque in care of my office here in Brownsville,
First National Bank Building, and I will have the local historical
society attach it to the monument, if that meets with Anne Well's
approval.

Sincerely,

Y70/ ,(/w(wm

Hubert R. Hudson

% 5 f”r b BF (»W\/ Vi %
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Region Three

0CT 101967
Hon. Hubert R. Hudson '
Brounsville, Texas

' Dear Senator Hudson: ‘
*mmmmwwaemwhmmmmm

nmunwmtuﬁtuntwmﬁummm'
Landwari . umm-uumammm*owmmot
'mmputtmu.uﬁtﬁt’mmumt
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Copy to: Director (2), w/two Q'é):!'.i_.l;' “Mtor "llndlon'l lcttck-"
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. 'THE SENATE OF (
THE STATE OF
AUSTIN

Hubert R. Hudson
Browns¥ille
Counties

Cameron
Hidalgo

Conrad L. Wirth, ESq.
National Park Service
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Wirth:

My mother Mrs. Dorothy H. Hudsom Michalis (Mrs. Clarence G. Michalis
of 800 Park #venue, New Yark) is out of the county at the present
time. She is joint owne# of the Resaca de La Pglma Battlefield with
the Hudson Estate of which I am trustee under my father's will.

I have signed the enclosed copies and sent them in with this letter.

H. R. Hudson
District No. 27
Brownsville

COPY




Mr. Conrad L. Wirth, Director
National Park Service
Department of the Interior

Washington 25, D. C.
Dear Mr. Wirth:

As the (owner,owners) of ‘65@64, dé AJ%located in

Lrgggrecill — “ESEDe 7ol
City (County) (State)

(I,we) hereby make formal application for a certificate ( )
designating this historic property as a Registered National Historic
Landmark.

1. Fully conscious of the high responsibility to the Nation
that goes with the ownership and care of a property classified as
having exceptional value and worthy of Registered National Historic
Landmark status (I,we) agree to preserve, so far as practicable and
to the best of (my,our) ability, the historical integrity of this
important part of the national cultural heritage.

2. Toward this end, (I,we) agree to continue to use the
property only for purposes consistent with its historical character.

3. (I,we) also agree to permit an annual visit to the
property by a representative of the National Park Service, as a
basis for continuing landmark status.

4. If for any reason, the three conditions mentioned above
cannot continue to be met, it is agreed that the Registered
National Historic Landmark status shall cease and that until such
status is restored by the Secretary of the Interior, neither the
Registered National Historic Landmark Certificate nor the Marker
will be displayed.

Sincerely yours,

Sl ler72 St o

gt 4B @_3_.1-6?,
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LS5 CiA Rovesber 50, 1961 e
)“/, ;
Heerur el 3. ‘ LV e
To: Beglomal DMrector, Region Three ) 'ol {
From: Aoting Chief Historien ol

Swbjest: Mational Ouwrvey of iistoric Sites and Bulldings:
Landmark Appliceiion Farms Received

Ve are attaching copiles of the Landmark spplication forma for
the following sites:

1. Palo Alto, Texas
2. Resaca de ls Palma, Texas

Flease check tiese forue axl let us nov a8 30a0 as possible if
ay corrections or changes should be nade in the site names as
¢lven, otherwise these vill be the names as they vill appear on
the Landmark Certificsiles and Markers.

You may retain these copies of the forms for youwr filee.
The ovmer of Falo Alto has asked for a byonse marker and we have

listed it for manufactwring. Please let us know o whom the
mexher should be shipped vhen it is ready.

‘ i
=

' Y t \ \/1
Acting C.ief ilistorian

Attachments 2

Copy to: Mr. Littleton
JOLittleton:bfr 11/29/61
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Mareh 2, 1962

lemorandum

To:""
From:

Subject:

Reglomel Director, Reglon Three
mmm-rnm«m ‘:AA
Wwwwmmum

hmmmwmww
Certificates as Tollows:

1.

2.

e

Copy teo:

Mumutum, hm
mmmmmmiumramunm
MM&W”M&MM“MM
shipped when it is ready.

3 for this site. This

Mrs. s has not yet retwrned the application forms
wve sent t0 her last September. You will also reecall
Inown 10 you sbout & marker. Ve recall that Mr. Hudson
wrote to you in regard to this matter but evidently

our copy has been misplaced. Will you kindly send us a
copy of his letter to you of October 6, 1961.

Palo Alto Battlefield, Texas

An spplication for a marker has been received for this
site. Please advise us if we should ship it to Mrs. Bosioc

when it is ready.

Mr. Littleton




L8

Region Three
Santa Fe, New Mexico

MAR 14 1982 |

Memorandum
To: Director

From:  Reglonal Director

Subject: National Survey of mto_ric Sites and Buildi.ngls k2
We are sttaching, as requested in your memorendun of March f,
two coples otj'apapm‘- Hudson's Aetter to us of October 6, 1961.

You will note that the plaque for Resaca de l1a Palma should go

directly to Senator Hudson aﬁ Brownsville. The plaque for Palo
Alto should be shipped to Mrs. fucille Bosio, 1605 Garfield st.,
Browisviile, Teas. Nesmsiils, we BHALl write.directly to
these owners to ascertain ﬂn&r numn regarding presentation

ceremonies.
; llﬁlﬁNElll
Thomas J. Allen
- Regional Director
In duplicate
Enclosure




. ~ w1, 1962
Memorandun

To: . Regional mreqtar. Ru!m m

Pram:  Chief, Division of B:mm-,y u! Archoelow

'Subaoctt mmnmorm.mmmmmw
k5 Wmmmmummmm :

mﬁndtwwohmnoinrmb tothqw:\shuof j
-mmmormtmumhhmlerkw. The
applimimrmrwdmmmwmlwa&muﬂdaa,
space for requesting the marker, Wﬁumwﬂicamm.
sent. to you, we mmmwmmam
vmaunlczusmuam“_ ,,vbcmp-red.

mom,m mmmmtoymmzs,xm
2, JARmch,l’ms Wmmwmmn,xm. fi_‘ WS
3. Fecos Pueblo, MNew Nexico. mmummnu,lm.

'i‘;&mnmmm.m cuunmmt.omumnza.

mmtondoeinienutomumhnamdrmiwamkw (aow

 _ _correspondence to you): We have mmmwm. Wil -

JCLittl eton mg o

mkindlylookintothh tw?

\mwmdapm-cm-mm ummwu’ :
prepared for the above sites as we mwmctomw
mmmwawm ad.ubringuaupto £ e )]
dnt.oon mmrku'pnmum

wmmwmmdmmmm
pnuntad, wthuwmmthmmrwwmes.
| "'(sn) wx. fahler

4 (cu.-t, Divj.sion ol 2
'Wam Archeology

5e Seten dn 1 la Pdﬂ*; MM ot 4 Fou Naxoh' 3, 1962. hsiadd
In case we that the owners let you know their wishes
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Region Three
Santa Fe, New Mexico
L58 :
June 27, 1962
Memorandum
To: Director

From: Acting Regional Director

Subject: National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings:
Landmark Markers for Five Sites in Region Three

Fdlwinghthohtomtiaxrmmur. Kahler's memorandum
of June 11: ‘

1. « The certificate was presented to the
(ahuntug mr,ﬁs ﬁeyd Golder, Catalina Estates, Route 4,

Box 91, Tucson, by Dr. Emil W. Haury, Arizona State Museum, on

!.y21,1961 We believe that no plaque should be installed at
this site. There is nothing there for any but the professional
archeologist to see, and there seems to be no point in awarding
a plaque. Since no request has been received from Mr, Golder,

we recommend that the matter be dropped.

2, JA Ranch, Texas. The certificate was mailed to the owner,
Mr. M.H.W. Ritchie, JA Cattle Co., Paloduro Post Office, Texas,
on December 5, 1961. On October 13, 1961, Mr. Ritchie wrote that
he wished to see the text of the plague before applying for it.
We mailed him the text on October 19 and have heard nothing from
him since. Inasmuch as he has manifested little interest in the
Landmark program, and customarily spends his summers in Europe
W,nmmuummummmuur. Ritchie
applies on his own initiative.

3. Pecos Pusblo, N, Mex. Atthrqwtotthc!umofﬂow
Mexico, we are holding the certificate until the proposal to add
Pecos to the National Park System is clarified. If Pecos becomes
a National Monument, there will be ne point in awarding a marker.
We recommend that none be ordered for the time being.

4. San Xavier del Bac, M' Superintendent Becker of
Tumacacori discussed Landmark Mun arrangements with Fr.

COFPY



L 4

Luis Baldonado, O.F.M., Route 3, Box 645, Tucson, in April 196l1.
Fr. Baldonado requested that the certificate be mailed to him
(which was done on May 26, 1961) and that discussions concerning
presentation be held after completion of the plagque. A plaque
should therefore be ordered.

; Our memorandum of

g - 184 AL b.lhippd“Sﬂ B.R-
Bndson, &OMMMMMM, Brownsville., We are
still holding the certificate pending an answer from Senator Hudson
to our request of March 15 for his wishes in the matter of pres-
entation, A letter of April 3, 1962, fram A. B. Westbrook, City
Manager of Brownsville, states that arrangsments for a single
presentation of certificates and plagueée for Palo Alto, Resaca de
la Palma, and Fort Brown are being ccordinated by the Brownsville
Historiecal Society and requests that further correspondence be
addressed to the Director of the Society with copies to the owners
of the three sites involved.

(sgd) George W. Miller

George W. Miller
Acting Regional Director

In duplicate

COPY



January 18, 1963
L58-CHAR ) b
Jeap /’,‘( Dy Valne s
Memorandum v
To: Regional Director, Southwest Region Vv / /(7[7*

From: Acting Chief Historian

Subject: National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings:
Landmark Plagues for Sites Near Brownsville, Texas

We have received a copy of your memorandum of December 11, 1962,
to Mr. H. L. Stokely, President of the Brownsville Historical
Association. In the memorandum you stated that you understocd
from the Washington Office that the Registered National Historic
Landmark Plagues for Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma had been
shipped to Brownsville. We believe this statement is in error.
The Palo Alto plagque was shipped to Mrs. Lucille Bosio, 1605
Garfield Street, Brownsville, Texas, according to instructions
received from you.

The Resaca dela Palma plague has
memorandums of January 11 on the order
When the plaque for Resaca de la Palma is received, it will be
shipped to Hon. Hubert R. Hudson, 610

ce:
Mr. Littleton

JOLittleton:mg
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Bec 1Y 1o tH . mmtﬂuion \

Senta Fe, New Mexico W
m:c M S A
| mr. N. L. Stokely, Presidént
Brownsville Historical ummm

P, 0. Box 846
* Brownsville, Texas

L58

 Dear Mr. Stokely:

* We understand from our Washington Office that the Reglstered Natl
Historic Landmerk Plaques for nlo Alto and ca De La _
Battlefields have been F
development, we have been huun‘ the m Certificates 1n this
Office. But now, 88 advised by Mr. Westbrook, your city manager,

- we are sending them to you so that presentation ceremonies for the
three Brownsville Landmarks can be planned. Fort Brown has already
received both the plaque and ﬂn m-uuum they were sent to
the Inm'a Office.

From previous oownpondonn. it appears that you might want a
representative from this 0ffice to participate in the presentation
ceremony. This we would be. mpy to arrange, ahould you still desire
it.

It 1s indeed a pxoum for m Department of the xntors,or and the
National Perk Service to recognize the historical significance of
‘these important Landmarks ih Brownsville. Please let us know 1f we
can be of mrthcr nshtmc to you.

Sincerely yom. .

Thomas J. S
Roetona) Dt rORIBNERY

Enclosures (Landmark Certificates, 2)

ggnctorb/

Nr. A. B. Westbrook, cﬂy hnucr. city of )roumvulc. P.0. Box 911
: Brownsville, Texas
Mrs., J. K. Wells, 1 Mile Paredes Lino Road, Brownsville, Texas
Mrs. Dorothy Machalis, ¢/o Mr. Hubert Hudson, First National Bank
Bullding, Brownsville, Texas
Mrs. Lucile Bosio, 1605 Garfield Street, Brownsville, Texas
The lromvule Chamber :2 Commerce, Brownsville, 'loxn '
/ - BBy 1, &,
295 ictig. 9% f,/)p:«/w pkda i /’}/ I / e

Lo feae A5
/_//-é_y




April 5, 1963
L58-CHAH

Hon. Hubert R. Hudson

610 First National Bank Building
Brownsville; Texas

Dear Mr. Hudson:

This is to inform you that we are shipping the Registered National
MMcwnmmm:g,M, to you
today via Railwey Express. We appreciate it if you would
advise us upon receipt of the plaque.

It is a pleasure to have you participate in our Landmark program.

Sincerely yours,

L 4

e
Regional Wu
Mr. Littleton

JOLittleton:gb




letter vas the blank form addressed to you for her to fill

sign in order to comply with the conditions usual in these cases.
There was & voluminous amount of correspondence and old papers
in her home and it was vhile going through them that I read the

ebove mentioned correspondence. Unfortumately, I cannot find it

§
i
:
5
i
¢
z
:

"Erected by the State of mni."
Thanking you in sdvance for giving yowr asttention to this

Sincerely yours,
/./ Robert C. Wells
RCW:VB




October 1, 1963
L58-CHAH /

Mr. Bobert C. Walls
m MQh, Inolo
Kingsville, Texas

Dear Mr. Wells:

We have recelved your letier of Beptember 13 conceraing .
» Texas, and Acting Director Price has
us of your -mm.xameo. We are happy
to enclose application forms for the Registered National Historic
Landmark Certificate. If you will kindly £111 i¢ out and return
1% to us, we will have the certificade prepared and sent to you
mommmamormmmu.

Itmummmusymmefmwh suchnnum
delah]mmldg %o issue a certificate to each owner. A
certificate was ‘

is provided for sach Landmsrk s.t-_.it.,

We appreciate your v!llinmu ta“li %o the Federal Government
the 34 acre Wract you now own. In recognizing this ares &s & ‘
Reglstered Nationel Historle Landmark, we have not given serious

JOHN M. CORRETT

Jah M. c«bott

m Chief, Division of
ﬂ-wy and Archeology

hcg.onm 4 _
hﬁm W’ mm't' '/ m advi conc.miu
Note: 211 you kindly 81";‘ mmd‘ vt:: Resaca
de 1a Palma MM*M’ :

l Mr. Littleton

Ji mtﬂﬂbn tmg
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‘ aouehmat Reglon
- Senta Fe, mnenco

0T 16 1933

ooy mm a-mm Divector
Subject: National Survey of m-m lﬂm and Mlﬁim 2
: ::xrg;nom C.. lcmam nmndﬁ ls’l'a.hn
wﬂndmmdiummm wmg,mo:mwww mt
he mmum u;nuhum hmmmncmm ;
‘18 merely mnym for Landnark des? mation. In any evemt this -

0fficé can see no Mu«um rnt‘m Mce mmm this
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lossus were
fmerican losses

|

‘ ‘s mon the
ﬁﬂw e
-dullu-
were 13 illed and wounded,
Ve hope this iaforwation will be helpful to you.

enemy to the
47 killed,

iincerely yours,

ol

f
&

:

N
S um _

Encloeures &
ee:
JOLittletonimg 10-2263
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L58-CHAH TEE NA;“’\,‘;; AT SHRVEY W ,;Z 5/
HISTORIC SI% s AND BUILDINGS
memorandum
To: Regional Director, Southwest Region
Acting Assistant
From: Director

Subject: National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings:
Letter from Robert C. Wells re: Resaca de la Palma
Battlefield 8.5 et

You are quite right that there was no indication in Mr. Wells'
letter of his willingness to sell his property. There is, however,
an indication of his proposal in our reply to him (copy to you) to
which we respectfully called your attention.

Mr. Wells' offer to sell his property was made in a telephone call
to Assistant Director Price on September 20. The telephone call is
mentioned in the first paragraph of our letter to Mr. Wells. There
were no details of the proposal. He merely called Mr. Price and
said he would like to sell the property to the National Park Service.

Our note on the copy of the letter you received asked for your

opinion and advice. We promised to write Mr. Wells further after
exploring the matter with your office. The one sentence of advice

and opinion given in Acting Regional Director Carpenter's memorandum

of October 16 to us is not adequate to frame a reply to Mr. Wells.

There fore, we would appreciate further comment on this matter, and some
reasons why you think that the Service would not be interested in

this property. We will then write to Mr. Wells and give him the
Service's opinion.

/s/ John M. Corbest

ce:
Mr. Littleton

JOLittleton:mg 10-24-63



MRS.THOMAS R.ARMSTRONG
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

ROBERT J. KLEBERG, JR.
PRESIDENT

RICHARD M. KLEBERG, JR.
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

JAMES H.CLEMENT
VICE PRES. AND SECY.

L58-CHAH

el | V4 2
Mr. John M. Corbett Zﬁ i Qﬁ% s
U.S. Department of the Interior 77 XL ﬂfﬁ

National Park Service

KING RANCH, INC.
KINGSVILLE, TEXAS

TELEPHONE: LYRIC 2-641|
October 30, 1963
CABLE: KINGRANCH

N
&Fﬁgj
\ »\\" X

Washingten 25, D. C.

Dear Mr.

Corbett:

It was kind of you to enclose the appli-

cation forms for the Registered National Historic Landmark
Certificate with your letter of October lst. I would pre-
fer not to f£ill in these forms in view of the information
contained in the second paragraph of your letter under

reply.

In addition to the information given in

my letter of September 13th to Mr. Wirth, I believe that
the battle took place at the location regarding which I
have been writing you because of maps of the battle as
for example the two contained in the following books:

"War with Mexico" by R. S. Ripley,
Brevet Major in the United States

Army, First Lieutenant of the Second
Regiment of Artillery, etc., in two
volumes published by Harper & Brothers,
82 Cliff Street, New York. 1849.

"Campaign Sketches of The War With Mexico"

by Capt. W. S. Henry, U. S. Army. Pub-
lished by Harper & Brothers, 82 Cliff B
Street, New York. 1847. el 83

A study on the ground of these maps and the 34 acres about —
which I wrote you would definitely show that the battle took
place on those 34 acres though the shooting started when

Taylor was northwest of this area. The battle did not take
place to the north or northeast, in other words on the Hudson

land.
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Page 2

Mr. John M. Corbett October 30, 1963

You refer to a bronze plaque sent to
Hudson and say that you "presume that the plagque was
placed on the granite marker adjacent to your property."
The plaque was not placed there nor any other place that
I know of, certainly not visible from the highway.

Please do not take this letter to be a
request that you undo anything already done, and under
no circumstances do I wish to stir up any arguments. I
only wish to explain why I am not filling in the applica-
tion forms, and once again wish to thank you for having
sent them to me.

Sincerely,

A piliecs

Robert C. Wells

RCW: VB
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UNITED STATES Im
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Southwest Region (l,FfA

IN REPLY REFER TO: Santa Fe, New Mexico ) »
.4'/

0CT 31 1963
A%
l’)/ *’_Q"’l \/!‘J
AIR MAIL £ :
Memorandum y &
y/‘ "l /
To: Director Y
From: Acting Regional Director

Subject: NSHSB: Letter from R. C. Wells re: Resaca de la Palma
Battlefield

We cannot see why further comment, as requested by Dr. Corbett's
memorandum of Octcrer 25, is needed, or why specific reasons need

be listed, as also requested therein, for our assumption that the
National Park Service would not be Interested in buying this prop-
erty. Rather, we cannot think of any good reason why it would be
sericously considered and we do not understand why Mr. Wells was

not informed at once that the offer by the Service, which he

referred to, involved merely the recognition of the site with a
certificate and a plaque attesting to its designation as a Reglstered
National Historie Landmark.

The area has never previously been formally proposed or seriously
considered, so far as we know, for addition to the National Park
Service System, We find it hard to believe that you now intend

to authorize and direct an investigation for that purpose by the
Division of National Park and Recreation Area Planning. In writing
to Mr. Wells in answer to his September 20 telephone call, you might
wish to explain to him the procedures for investigation and study
and evaluation and consideration of proposed areas, and mention that
nelther the Advisory Board nor the field historians of the Service
have recommended the acquisition of the battlefield as a unit of

the National Park System. 4t




%

o z.mm. g s
® ww// mu.mu h &
w u ~m~ m

n “uuuwm“ n
> i w:
NP HORT: w
.:: “ ?“m...:
g Ll m: i

T ’@) S

Begional Director, Southwest
\Branch of History

REAppleman:juw 11-7-63




;

i m .
Wummmm R

Wmm mmum

mm 1

acting Regiomal Director Miller's memorsndum we
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. Wells
the Resaca

(sgd) Jhomas E. EIy nn_Jt.
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KING RANCH,INC.

Kingsville, Texas

November 1k, 1963

L58-CHAH

Mr Thomas F. Flynn

U. S. Department of the Interior
National Park Service
Washington, D.C. 202k0

Dear Mr. Flynn:

Thank you for your letter of November 8 regarding the Resaca de la
Palma Battlefield. I might explain that at the time I mentioned the
matter to Mr. Corbett, I had received an offer to purchase and I thought
that before I accepted the offer it might be well to find out if your
Department had any interest in the matter and give you first choice.

I have sold the property to some Brownsville residents, Mr. Fausto Yturria
and his two sons, Frank and Fausto, Jr.

Thanking you again for the information in your letter.

Sincerely yours,
ROBERT C. WELLS (signed)
RCW:vb

COPY

Cc: Southwest Region 12-4-43
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Southwest Region
Santa h.' New Mexico _:::":

L58 ’ ' ' gk };3‘}

Y29 1968 S VA
DGR
s Yy i
Mr. H, L. Stokely, President
The Brownsville Historical Association
mm'iu‘r m
Dear l!'. Stokely: :
mhemummm to the des tion“l@imm :
Palo Alto and Ress a Palua Battl elds as tored National
Iz ndnaris, Our recoPds indicate that bobh etar”
certificates and the bronze m me been sent

t;o nrmvuh. (The certificates for Palo Alto and Resaca de la
Palna Battlefields were sent to you in December 1962; the certificate
for Fort Brown was sent to the Mayor of Brownsville mmw&n
the plaque for Fort Brown was sent to the Mayor in April 1962; the
plague for Resaca de 1t to Mrs. Luecille Bosio 1n
mm;gﬁz;wmnmz M&&hmmsmtw

As is mdienm in meum correspondence mm you and with
esuthorities of the City of Brownsville, the Brownsville Historical
Association has been designated the agency responsible for coordinating
the presentation of the Landmark certificates and plaques for these
three important historic sites, Not having heard from you in some
time, and, naturally, being interested in the status of these Land-
mrla. we would appreciate your letting us know whether the official
presentations have been mgde. If so, could you tell us who has
custody of the certificates audmmphmummted

As we have indicated before, mome-mzummtompmm
with you on themuuhtiom, ir ﬂuymyet to be made,

Binunly J m »
- "~'ED)),

mal B. Beard
Mm&l Director



Mr., Daniel B. Beard, Regional Director
United States Department of Interior
P. O, Box 1728

Senta Fe, New Mexico

Dear M. Beard:

Thank you for your letter of November 29th, with reference to the
designation of Fort Brown and Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma
Battlefields as registered National Historic Landmarks.

The bronze Lendmark plaques have been received and erected at the
Battlefield sites. The Certificates for Palo Alto and Resaca de
la Palma Battlefields, which were sent to me are in my possession
and ready to be hung in place in the rotunda of Jacob Brown Audi-
torium at the Fort Brown Memorisl Center.

I regret to advise you that the Certificate for the Fort Brown
Battlefield, which was sent to the mayor of Brownsville at the
Brownsville City Hall, has been lost or misfiled. The mayor and
City manager, as well as all others concerned, are greatly dis-
tressed; and we ask that you use your good offices to procure for
us a duplicate of the Fort Brown Battlefield Certificate prior to
He dediecation ceremonies on January 1llth.

Eaclosed find, poloRtallS SO Qs Conit hos, roaarding 4 meeting
vaﬁw 10th with officials of the Texas State Histor=-
ical Foundation. On the following day, Jamuary 11, 1964, the dedi-
cation ceremonies of the bronze plagues will take place, as well as
the dedication of the landmerk certificates in Jacob Brown Audi-
torium. There will be & business meeting at 10:00 A.M. on January 1llth
followed by a luncheon at Fort Brown Motor Hotel; and the dedication
ceremonies will begin at 2:00 P.M.

On behalf of the Survey Commitiee, City Officials, and the Brownsville
Historical Association, you and any officials of your department are
cordially invited to attend and take part in these ceremonies. You
are also invited to take part in the meeting on Jamuary 10th with

the officials of the State Historical Foundation, and all other



Mr. Daniel B. Beard December 16, 1963
United States Department
of Interior %

interested parties.

We suggest that you write direct for hotel reservations at
Fort Brown Motor Hotel, Brownsville, Texas, and send me a
copy of your letter for hotel reservations so that I can
make sure that your request is confirmed.

Appreciating your cooperation and trusting that you and other
members of your department will be with us on this occasion,
we are,

Sincerely yours,
BROWNSVILLE HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

By: H. L. Stokely, President

ce:
Capt. C. C. Stewart, Chairman, Cameron CHSC

The Hon Ben Shepard, Pres., TSHSC

A. Gonzalez, Mayor of Brownsville, City Hall

B. Cox, Vice Pres., Brownsville Historical Assn.
Steve Bosio, Mgr., Brownsville Chamber of Commerce
Bill Rudd, Greater Brownsville Committee, City Hall.
Van Kennedy, Regional Director, TSHSC.

COPY




Begiensl Birecter, Seutiwest Regiem
1 Superintendent, PAIS

E

Joot: Dedication Drowmsville Histeris Sites

As roquested I participated in the meeting of the Temas State Risterical
Survey Oemmittee and the Survey Cemmittees of the several Seuthwest Tenss
Somties en January 11 at Bremsville. The meeting ia the memming ia-
velved @ series of reperts by the several eoumties amd finally & request
that I present the shree certifisates and plagues. Sinee these were in
various lesatiems, neme of which happened %e be where the erewd (sems 60
er 79) and I happened to be and sinse it was already 19 minutes past the .
ssheduled lwsh time, I restricted my brief remarks %o general pleasantriss.

fhe lunsheem @t the Pt. Brewm Netel vas well attended and Wr. Hunbter's

YRR altheugh I am still slightly cenfused a8 %0 vhe was
t o vhan. I did gather there was mush traffic in cotten and
perhaps a8 mucsh by prefit as patrietism.

it
i
i

Pellewing lumsh the grewp travelled te and dedicated the State

% le, %o Ril), end Braxes Sentinge. Ahese
tod of e talks of éech site-—ems by & lecal Motevian ond
end by & lesal
histerion o ¢
1% van o P00

6

i
|
i
;

j

J

| o P

=4 4

3

3 :
S ' '
- 3

- .

P '

= S

*

PIRRe >
Ll i w"“;"‘,

APTRERNGS |
i LS A




UNITED STATES
JARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
W 7w SERVICE

<

m Begion
Santa Peo, New Nexice

JAN 21 1954 L HA A

Nemorandum ’ l'//);;

To: Pirector
- From: Acting Regional Birector
5
z Subject: National Survey of Histeric Sites and Bulldings:

Dedication of Brownsville Landmarks

We enclose Superintendent Bowen's report of the preseamtation »
¢eremonies at Brownsville, Texas, for the fo /
Fort Browm, Palo Alto Battlefield, and Ruw
B Battlefield.

Reading between the lines of Mr. Bowen's report, it is obvieus
P that he enjoyed himselfl immensely at this affair. Nis sang-
4 fyeid regarding the Port Ringgold affair is especially nete-
i vorthy. oV

Nr. Bowen has previously remarked that in southeast Texas
he 13 "Nr. Park Service". Ve plan to encourage this image
in every way possible., And we hope that he will contimue to
volunteer for assignments such as this one, I
_uahuunuownmuﬁm




January 29, 196k

L58-0HAH

Memorandum
To: Regional Director, Southwest Region
From: Chief Historian

Subject: National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings:
Dedication of Brownsville landmarks

Thank you for your memorandum of January 21 telling us of the
dedication of Brownsville landmarks and enclosing a copy of Super-
intendent Bowen's report.

From your memorandum and Mr. Bowen's report it is not quite clear
as to whom the certificates and markers were presented. Were any
of the owners or administrators of the three landmarks present?

Do you know whether any of the markers were placed at the landmark
sites before or during the ceremonies? We have noted that from
copy of your letter, November 29, to Mr. H. L. Stokely that you
had asked where the plaques were mounted.

Mr. Bowen mentions that after lunch he went with the group to

dedicate the State Markers at Brownsville, Palmeto Hill, and Brazos
Santiago. Are these the spots for the landmark plaques also?

For our record of each landmark we need to know to whom the certificate
and plaque were presented. It is also helpful if we know where the
plaque is located.

We appreciate Mr. Bowen's help in the Landmarks program. Please
convey our thanks to him.

/j/ Charles W. Porter III

ce:
Mr. Littleton

JOLittleton:gb
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Padre Island National Seashore

P. 0. Box k012
Corpus Christi, Texas 76408
L58 February 11, 196k
Memorandum
To: Regional Director, Southwest Region
From: Superintendent, PAIS

Subject: National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings
Dedication of Brownsville Landmmrks

The information requested in Chief Historian Porter's memo of January 29,
subject as sbove, is mostly contained in Mr. Stokeley's letter of
December 16 to you. I can edd the following from observation.

Mr. Stokeley says the plagues have been received and erected at the
Battlefield Sites. That takes care of Palo Alto and Resaca de la
Palma (neither of which were visited during the dedication). At Fort
Brown the concrete pedestal was in place but the bronze plaque had not
been installed. I'm sure it has by now.

The two certificates were framed and mounted on the wall of the Jacob
Brown Auditorium at the Fort Brown Memorial Center, as Mr. Stokeley
stated. The third one was, as of the dedication, still "misplaced."

I inquired at the time, but was unable to ascertain, whether or not the
property owners were in the audience. If so, no particular mention was
made of them. Ywmcln-irytommpha)mmdcuuﬁutum
"sent" better than I--they were not "presented” to anyome formally, as
noted, they were already in place here and there.
Perhaps this might be clarified by saying that the group was running
their own show and really didn't know just how to work the N.P.S. into
the program. I made their probelm as easy as possible vhich seemed
logieal. You will note that the areas visited were (with the exception
the Service. Ilogical enough

I hope the above will help to clarify the situation.

Williem L. Bowen

CoOPY



Southwest Region
Santa Fe, New Mexico

2 March 3, 196k
o, 7
mtm. Y"‘é(z‘. L/\/‘ V. ((.C / W el
'bg | ,‘//)(E Z)Z\ k___., ”

From: Acting Regional Director

Subject: National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings:
Brownsville Landmerk Promﬁuom

In response to your request for more specific information on
subject presentations, we forward the enclosed copies of
correspondence. We hope to hear from Mr. Stokely, with
additional information, in the near future.

In duplicate

COPY
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THE BROWNSVILLE
HISTORICAL ASSOCTATION

brownsville, texas

March 5, 1964
Hon. Daniel B, Beard
Regional Director
National Park Service | % 9%, A /QM
United States Department of Interior Ly e ar)

P. 0. Box T28
Santa Fe, New Mexico

Your reference: I~58
Dear Mr. Beard:

Thank you for your kind letter of Februsry 12 reagrding the dedication of
the three landmerk plagues in Brownsville on January 11, and we wish to
acknovledge receipt of the duplicate landmark certificate for Fort Brown,
replacing the one that was lost.

We are pleased and grateful that Mr. Bowen took part in the decication
ceremony which was attended by members of the Texas State Historical Survey
Coomittee and loecal citizens. 1

In response to your inquiries, please be advised that Mr. Steve Josio,
BExecutive Vice President of the Brownsville Chamber of Commerce, was present
representing his mother, Mrs. Lucille Bosio, who is the owner of the Palo Alto
battlefield site, and several city officials were present representing the
City of Brownsville, owners of the Fort Brown site. The owners of the

Resaca de la Palma battlefield site were representdd by several directors

of the Brownsville Historiecal Association.

The landmark plagques are mounted at the three battlefield sites. The one at
Fort Brown is located directly in front of the main entrance to Fort Brown
Memorial Center on the Fort Brown Military Reservation. The other two are
located on Paredes Line Road, one approximately two miles north of Brownsville
and the other about seven miles north of Brownsville.

All three landmerk certificates are framed and hung in the main foyer of the
Jacob Brown Auditorium at Fort Brown Memorial Center, which property of course
is owned by the City of Brownsville.

Regarding the custody of the plaques - regulations provide that these are the
property of the owners of the land, who presumably would have custody of them.
As to the custody of the certificates - they are located in a building owned

by the City of Brownsville. They are framed and erected by the Brownsville
Historical Association, which is a permanent non-profit organization

established in 1947, and dedicated to the preservation of our historical heritage
in this area.

I believe that our organizationwill always be in a position to keep your office
informed regarding these historical plagues and certificates or any other
matter concerning the history of this section of the country.




COPY



L58«CNP April 10, 1964

Mr. George W. Hill
Executive Director
Texas State Historical

Survey Committee
112 E. 18th Street
Austin, Texas

Dear ko Hill:

This is by way of follow-up to our February 10 letter concerning a
memorial at the site o the Battle of Resaca de la Palma. We have
now had opportunity to look into the matter further and would like
you and the Texas State Historical Survey Conmittee to have the
following information.

The battlefield sites of Pglo Alto and Resaca de la Palma, Cameron
County, Texas, were first studied by the National Park Service in
1940. The sites were considered to be worthy of national distinction,
however, it was felt that national historic sites close to the border
and emphasing the defeat of Mexico would certainly not promote
international goodwill and friendship with Mexico.

A supplemental study and report in 1947 econcluded that it was
unnecessary to acquire the battlefield sites but that it is important
that they be permanently marked and that such permanent markers had
already been erected and further action on the part of the National
Park Service was not necessary. The sites of the Battles of Palo Alto
and Resaca de la Palma were later studied in the National Survey of
Historic Sites. This study was submitted to the Advisory Board on
Hational Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings and Monuments at its U2nd
meeting in March 1960. The Board evaluated these sites as possessing
exceptional value for the purpose of illustrating and commemorating
the history of the United States, and this recommendation was accepted
by the Secretary of the Interior.

These sites accoedingly became eligible for Registered National
Historic Lendmark status which entitled the owners of the sites, upon
request to the Secretarial Landmark certificate and the Department's
bronze Landmark plaque. The certificate and markers attesting
Landmark status have been supplied.



The Board did not, however, recommend that either of these sites be
considered for addition to the National Park System. Evaluation of

the sites as eligible for Landmark status by the Board does not imply
recommendation for Federal ownership as a national monument or national
memorial.

We certainly appreciate your interest and that of the Texas State
Historical Survey Committee in commemorating this historic site and wish to
encourage appropriate action by the State of Texas or by local

historical agencies.

Sincerely yours,

/8/ C. Gordon Fredine
Acting Assistant Director

ce:
Hon. Joe M. Kilgore, House of Representatives (detached)
Regional Director, Southwest

Mr. Melvin

Mr. Harrison (detached)

Mr. Kahler

CNP

JLOrr:ler 3{26/6&
Rewritten: iler L-10-64

COPY



FRANK D. YTURRIA
SUITE 500 BOCA CHICA TOWER
2100 BOCA CHICA BLVD.
BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS 78520

February 12, 1975

Mr. Horace Sheely

Chief Historic Sites Survey
1100 L. sStreet N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Sheely:

Patricia Heintzelman who is with the
Landmark Review Project for the United States
Department of the Interior gave me your name
and address and suggested that I write directly
to you regarding the historical site known as
Resaca de la Palma Battlefield.

A number of years ago the plack issued
by the Department of the Interior commemorating
the Resaca de la Palma Battlefield fell into the
hands of Mr, Hubert Hudson of this city. The
plack was embedded into the brick wall of his
swimming pool dressing room. Not only is the
plack found in an undesirable location, but it
is outside of the boundaries of the National
Historic landmark area.

Since I am the owner of the Resaca de la
Palma Battlefield, I am writing to inquire if it
is possible that your department retrieve the plack
in order that it may be put in its proper place and
for public view. If the original plack cannot be
repossessed, perhaps a new plack could be issued.

Awaiting your reply to the above.

Sincerely,

Aok . S

Frank D. Ytuyrria

FDY:k1lh




H3417-PS February 25, 1975

Mr, Frank D. Yturria
Suite 500 Boca Chica Tower
2100 Boca Chica Boulevard
Brownsville, Texas 78520

Dear Mr, Yturria:

We regret very much to learn from your receamt letter that the bronze
marker designating Resaca de la Palma Battlefield a natiomal historic
landmark has not been placed within the historical site. So that
this can be rectified promptly we are ordering a new marker for the
battlefield and will have it delivered as soon as possible.

In the mean time, we will ask a representative of our Seouthwestern
Regional Office to make inquiries as to what might be done to bring
about a more appropriate placement of the existing marker,

We appreciate you bringing this situation to our attention and your
continued interest in the preservation and interpretation of the
Resaca de la Palma Battlefield.

Sincerely yours,

florace J. Sheely, Jr.

Horace J. Sheely, Jr.
Chief, Historic Sites Survey

FNP:HJ Sheely:mdw 2/25/75
bcc Regional Director, Southwest Region ) w/c inc,
Director's Reading File
DI
PS (HSS) -
PS(HSS)~Ross HP - Texas - Resaca de la Palma
Battlefield
BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PS(HSS)
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FRANK D. YTURRIA
SUITE 500 BOCA CHICA TOWER
2100 BOCA CHICA BLVD.
BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS 78520

March 5, 1975

Mr, Horace J. Sheely, Jr,

Chief, Historic Sites Survey

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Washington, D,C,

Dear Mr. Sheely:

Thank you very much for your letter of
February 25th in regards to the bronze marker
designating Resaca de la Palma Battlefield
a national historic landmark. I am delighted
that a new marker for the battlefield will be
delivered as soon as possible,

I will be most happy to meet with your
representative from your Southwestern Regional
Office so that an appropriate placement of the
new marker will be made.

Thank you for your assistance and interest
in this matter,

Sincerely yours,

s O e o

Frank D, Yturryia

FDY:k1lh

WY
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Mr., Frank Yturria
2100 Boca Chica Blvd.
Brownsville, Texas

Dear Mr. Ytarria,

It was nice to talk with you this morning. Thank you for returning
my call.

To reiterate, I will let you know the moment the plaque is here. Then
perhaps I can make a visit to Brownsville to assist with the planning
of an appropriate dedicatioa ceremony for the new placement. We
regret that it has taken so long to rectify the earlier situation.
Please let me hear from you if I can be helpful in the iaterim.

Warm regards,

Sincerely,

£ T tng
R A A9 AT >
VRS A N d LA Y

|

Margaret Twyman
Historic Landmark Specialist

\.BSR___

MT:blh:2-21-75




H30~PSH

Mr. Frank D. Yturria
Boca Chica Tower, Suite 500
2100 Boca Chica Bivd.
Brownsville, Texas 78520

Dear Mr. Yturria:

Your letter of May l6th was awaiting my return from a business
trip early this week. It was thoughtful of you to tell me of
your vacation plans.

I telephoned our Washington Office to ascertain the progress
on the order for your new plague only to learn that it is
unlikely that the manufacturer will be able to complete it
before your departure date of June 24th. This is regrettable.

Therefore, may I suggest that you advise me on your return to
Brownsville and we will plan together for a suitable ceremony
early in the Fall. I will be happy to arrange a trip to Browns-~
ville whenever it will be convenient for you to discuss this
matter in some detail and proceed with the dedication. Perhaps
it will be a better time of year for such an event than June
would have been. I hope so.

I look forward to hearing from you then after September 1 and
trust you have a wonderful holiday!

With warmest regards.

Sincerely yours,

Margaret G. Twyman

Historic Landmark Specialist
bec:
Ho WASO
Bill Brown, SWRO
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2100 BOCA CHICA BLVD. ‘ |
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Ms., Margaret Twyman

Historic Landmark Specialist

Files

United States Department of the Interior
P. 0. Box 728
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501

Dear Ms. Twyman:

I am writing to inquire if the bronze marker
designating Resaca de la Palma Battlefield a national
historic landmark has been received. You mentioned
to me in your letter of March 24, 1975 that perhaps
you would make a visit to Brownsville to assist in
the planning of an appropriate dedication ceremony
for the placement of the marker,

I wish to advise you that I am leaving on
June 24th for a two month vacation and will be out
of the country until September 1, 1975.

Awaiting your reply to the above.

Sincerely,

~Aunh X Sz

Frank D. Yturria

FDY:klh

B B
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United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
SOUTHWEST REGION
P.O. Box 728
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501

IN REPLY REFER TO:

H30-PSH May 29, 1975

MEMORANDUM - BLUE ENVELOPE

To: Horace Sheely, WASO

From: Margaret G. Twyman, SWRO
Subject: Resaca de la Palma Battlefield

Enclosed is the correspondence relating to this site which we
discussed briefly on the phone yesterday. You will note that
Mr. Yturria was written to in February that a new plaque was
being ordered, and even with the cautionary note re: the
possibility of it taking six months, he really had reason to
expect that it might be ready by June. I could not believe
it hadn't even been ordered when I checked with Michaels Art
Bronze yesterday. Was that a slip-up? Is it among the new
orders?

Please be SURE it is ordered for September delivery, Horace,
won't you. This singular situation is one we should pamper a
bit because of the unsavory background. Our public relations
is hardly tip-top now...so we should bend every effort to take
care of Mr. Yturria's request without any more delays.

Please tell me the status of this order, won't you, so I will

know it is going to be available (with new certificate too?)
no later than September first. Many thanks.

“Caingnd

Enclosures

Save Energy and You Serve America!
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Respectfully referred to:

Congressional Liason
Dept. of Interior

Because of the desire of this office to be
responsive to all inquiries and communications,
your consideration of the attached is
requested. Your findings and views, in
duplicate form, along with return of the
enclosure, will be appreciated by
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i FRANK D. YIURRIA ”
. SUITE BOO BOCA CHICA TOWER
2100 BOCA CHICA BLVD.

BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS 78520

L D
March 18, 1976 MAR 26 975

The Honorable Lloyd Bentsen
United States Senate
Washington, D, C,

Dear Lloyd:

I recently read that Secretary of the Interior,
Thomas S. Kleppe announced in early February almost
$22.3 million in matching grants for historic preser-
vation projects throughout the country. This brings
the total funding under the National Historic Preser-
vation Act to date to $72.7 million.

The money is administered by the office of
Archeology and Historic Preservation and is used to
assist in historic preservation surveys as well as
to fund public and private acquisition and restor-
ation of properties listed in the National Register
of Historic Places.

My family and I own the Historic Resaca de la
Palma Battle Ground where General Zachery Taylor with
the American Army defeated the Mexican Army under Gen-
eral Mejia and established once and for gll the Rio
Grande River as the boundary between Texas and Mexico.
The battlefield comprises of some forty (40) acres of
land, and has been designated a National Historic Land-
mark by the Interior Department. "

Needless to say, my family and I have been temp-
ted by Real Estate Developers to sell the property for
commercial development. We can sell the property for a
large profit but have hesitated to do so realizing that
the Historic site would be lost to commercial develop-
ment. It is our desire to sell this property to the
Government with the understanding that it be preserved
forever as an Historic Landmark. The acreage is surr-
ounded by a beautiful resaca with trees and vegetation
and would make a lovely park for the enjoyment of the
people of BrownSV1lle.
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The Honorable Lloyd Bentsen
Page 2
March 18, 1976 ¥,

I would appreciate your assistance in contact-
- ing the proper people at Interior or the office of
Archeology and Historic Preservation regarding this
matter,

With all best wishes and highest personal regards.

Sincerely,

~Fanh

Frank D, Yturria

FDY:klh
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Bouse of Representatives -
®@ashington, B.L. 20515
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24 March 1976

Hon Thomas S Kleppe
Secretary

Department of the Interior
Washington, D C 20240

Dear Mr Secretary

Attached is a letter I have received from Mr., Frank D.
Yturria, Suite 500 Boca Chica Tower, 2100 Boca Chica Blvd.,
Brownsville, Texas, which I believe you will find self=-explanatory.

This is to let you know that I wholeheartedly agree with
Mr, Yturria that the Resaca de la Palma Battle Ground should be
perserved and declared as a National Historic Landmark.

With this in mind I would personally appreciate whatever
advice and consideration you can give commensurate with your
policies in order for the Government to purchase this land.

With my thanks and kindest regards, I am

Sincerely

/ W /t-(fl»%k/

E (Kika) de la Garzg, M

dal
. attachment

o ;
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. EDMUM 5. MUSKIE, MAINE HOWARD M. n., TENNL L
JOSEPA M. MONTOYA, N. MEX. JAMES L. BUCKLEY, N.Y. 3 o
i MIKE GRAVEL, ALASKA ROBERT T. STAFFORD, VT.
. LLOYD BENTSEN, TEX. JAMES A. MC CLURE, IDAHO

QUENTIN N. BURDICK, N. DAX, PETE V. DOMENICI, N. MEX.

S S S, Vlnifed Hlafes Henale

SARY HART, COLO.
M. BARRY MEYER, CHIEF COUNSEL AND CHIEF CLERK COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS
BAILEY GUARD, MINORITY CLERK
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

March 30, 1976

)

Mr. John H. Kyl

Assistant Secretary for Congressional Affairs
Department of the Interior

Interior Building

Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr, Kyl:
Enclosed is a copy of a letter that I have received from Mr. Frank D. Yturria
of Brownsville, Texas, for your review. I would certainly appreciate your

sending me any pertinent information that you might have in this regard.

Thank you for your assistance.

u/jvﬁwfm

Lloyd Bentsen

o o— ' e

LEASE REPLY TO:

s
912 Federal Building
Anstin, Texas 78701

o4
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In Reply Refer To: ‘ is* }?b
H30-FPD

ES-14092 ‘ Q»BQ
Honorable Lloyd Bentsen AP R 1 6 ]97 6

United States Senator
912 Federal Building
Austin, Texas T8T01l
Dear Senator Bentsen:

Thank you for your letter on behalf of Mr. Frank D, Yturria concerning

FNP: BMackintosh: crb: 4-12-76

& Federal purchase of his property, the(Besaca de la Palma Battlefield.
2 :
S - New congressional legislation would be required to authorize Federal
&:a > acquisition of this property and its administration as a unit of the
\é QA National Park System. Should legislation be introduced we would, as
e~ our funds and priorities permitted, evaluate the feasibility of the
A exo-'l 3 proposed action in order to provide the basis for a Departmental

report to the Congress. Our recommendations would necessarily be
influenced by the fact that our funds and personnel are inadequate
to properly care for our existing holdings, a situation making us
reluctant to assume new responsibilities of this kind.

The National Historic Preservation Act grants mentioned by Mr. Yturria
cannot be used for Federal acquisition of properties, but they can

be applied to other public or private acquisition for preservation
purposes., These grants are made to and through the States. For
further information on this program in Texas and its possible appli=-
cation to his property, Mr. Yturria should contact the State Historic
Preservation Officer, Mr., Truett Latimer, Executive Director, Texas
Historical Survey Commission, P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station,

Austin, Texas T8T11.

) w/c of ine,

We appreciate your interest in historic preservation.

Sincerely yours,

“~gd) Joha b, .

John Kyl
Assistant Secretary for Congressional
and Legislative Affairs

Senator Bentsen's Washington Office

Secretary's Files :
Secretary's Reading File (2)

FW / CL

Regional Director-Southwest

D-Reading File

Enclosure (Constituent's letter returned)
bee: Mr, Truett Latimer, Texas SHPFO ) w/c of inc.

SIMILAR LETTER SENT TO: Senator John G. Tower (13656)
Representative E (Kika) de la Garza (13663)

ces
bee:
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JANUARY 4, 1977

Mr. pE 1A Garza introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Interior and Insular Affairs

A BILL

To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to establish the
Resaca de la Palma Battlefield National Historic Site in
the State of Texas, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

That in order to preserve and commemorate for the benefit

B W N =

and enjoyment of present and future generations an area of
unique historical significance as one of only two important
battles of the Mexican War fought on American soil, the
Secretary of the Interior (hereinafter referred to as the

“Secretary”) is authorized to establish the Resaca de la

© V¥ a9 o O

Palma Battlefield National Historic Site in the State of

10 Texas.
I



2

1 Stc. 2. For the purposes of this Act, the Secretary is
2 authorized to acquire by donmation, purchase, or exchange,
3 not to exceed the required acres of lands and interests therein
4 in the vicinity of @ae batgle of Rgsam de la Palma, on Paredes
5 Lines Road in Bfownsv ﬂlo Te\as The Scm etary shall estab-
6 lish the historie site by publication of a notice to the effect
7 in the Federal Register at such time as he determines that
8 ‘Hllm(‘i(‘]‘lt pi'np(\l't.y to L:onstilnte an administrable unit has
9 . been acquired. Pendmé such ethhshmont and - thereafter
10 the Secretary shall admmlst(‘l the property acquired pur-
11 suant to this Act in accordance with the Act of August 25,
12 1916 (39 Stat. 535) s azpwrydgd and supplemented, and the
13 Act of Auo'mt 21, 1905 (49 Stat. 666) as amended.
14'.:I SLC o... There are authonzed to be, applopn‘atedléuch E
15 sums as may be necessary tolearry out the provisions of this
16 3 Agban 1) s2uoll bito a2 ol vd Totsnns § 59 I

pore 18 znoiigmanee swudol bo ! Vi y JEE9LIS
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A BILL

To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to
establish the Resaca de la Palma Battlefield
National Historic Site in the State of Texas,
and for other purposes.

By Mr. pE 1A Garza

JANUARY 4,1977

Referred to the Committee on Interior and Insular
Affairs



EQL . OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYEF

Lower Rio Grande Valley Development Council

Mayor Ed Vela, President

Mayor R.D. "Bob" Youker, lst Vice President
Judge Bill Rapp, 2nd Vice President

Mayor Ronald Case, Secretary

Mayor Cesar Gonzalez, Treasurer

Robert A. Chandler, Executive Director

April 6, 1977

Mr. George F. Emery, Acting Chief
Historic Sites Survey Division
National Park Service

U.S. Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Emery:

Thank you very much for sending me the National Register Nomina-
tion Form for Fort Brown. I have sent a copy of it to the Texas
Historical Commission.

Because your files appear to be more complete than those of the
Texas Historical Commission, I have another request. If your files con-
tain a copy of the Nomination Form for the Resaca de 1a Palma Battlefield,
also in Cameron County, I will forward a copy of it to the Texas
Historical Commission. (- wee> A @oPy Awso)

The Development Council must be aware of the National Register pro-
perties and their boundaries. For this reason, your help is invaluable.
If the boundary lines of Fort Brown should be altered, do inform us.

Sincerely,

Cikxthté( Lt ébziazCZ}ﬂJ

Audrey Crafton
Regional Crafton

AC/ec

SUITE 207 e FIRST NATIONAL BANK BLDG. e PHONE (AC 512) 682-3481 e McALLEN TEXAS 78501



Unitg States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

IN REPLY REFER TO: April 21, 1977
L58 (560)
Memorandum
To: Chief, Legislative Division
From: Acting Chief, Cultural Resources Management Division

Subject: H.R. 320, Palo Alto Battlefield NHS, and H.R. 321,
Resaca de la Palma Battlefield NHS

We recommend that the Service submit a favorable report on H.R. 320 if
it is amended to remove the fifty-acre land acquisition ceiling now in
the bill. We recommend that the Service oppose enactment of H.R. 321.

Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma were the only important battles of the
Mexican War fought on United States soil. On May 8, 1846, General
Zachary Taylor engaged the Mexican army at Palo Alto, a few miles north
of present Brownsville, Texas. In this first major battle of the war,
the attacking Mexicans were repulsed and started their retreat toward

the Rio Grande. At the Resaca de la Palma the following day, the
pursuing Americans captured the Mexican artillery and routed the infantry.
The Mexicans fled across the Rio Grande, ending the military action north
of that river in the Mexican War. The battles of Palo Alto and Resaca de
la Palma demonstrated the superiority of American arms, gained the

United States prestige at home and abroad, and cleared the way for the
invasion of Mexico. Many regular officers who later became Civil War
generals received their baptism of fire in these engagements, and

Zachary Taylor later won the presidency almost wholly on his record in
these and later battles in Mexico.

Palo Alto Battlefield was designated a national historic landmark in
1961. It retains much integrity over its area of some 8,000 acres.

The 50-acre limitation on acquisition in H.R. 320 would be wholly
inadequate for proper protection of this battlefield, so it is important
that this limitation be removed or significantly raised if the bill is
enacted. Since the Mexican War subtheme of the National Park System
Plan is now unrepresented in the National Park System, the inclusion of
Palo Alto Battlefield would fill a gap in the System's commemoration of
American history.
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Resaca de la Palma Battlefield was also designated a national historic
landmark in 1961. However, development has encroached upon it so
severely that it no longer retains the integrity essential to national
significance. We understand that, when it is feasible to do so, the
Southwest Regional Office will recommend withdrawal of the landmark
designation from this area. The addition of Palo Alto Battlefield to
the National Park System, moreover, would make the acquisition of

Resaca de la Palma somewhat redundant. We therefore urge an unfavorable
report on H.R. 321.

/ :
/ééz;tbt/ > 74//<:¢4961
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United States Department of the Interior, .,
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE RK SERViGE
SOUTHWEST REGION s

P.0. Box 728 »
Jut
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H34- (SWR) PSP JUL 18 1977

Memorandum

To: Associate Director, Preservation of Historic Properties, WASO
Attention: Chief, Historic Sites Survey Division

From:Depumkegional Director, Southwest Region
Subject: Removal of Landmark Status

Based on the enclosed report by Regional Historian, Richard Sellars,
and with the added documentation in the enclosed pictorial views of
the area, we recommend that National Historic Landmark status be
removed from Resaca de la Palma Battlefield in Brownsville, Texas.

Over a period of years this area has been impacted increasingly by
housing and industrial development, and the acreage (40) now claimed
by the owner to be the site of the battle (claim in question - see
number VI in report), is not, in our opinion, worthy of Landmark
designation in its present irreversible condition. We believe that
Palo Alto Battlefield, on the other hand, should be included in the
Park system. It was the first of these two battles with the Mexicans
under General Zachary Taylor and would thus commemorate the event

in American history.

It is our understanding that Landmark status has not been removed

from any Landmarks to date. Therefore, we are unfamiliar with
procedures now under consideration for so doing. We would like to
make several observations which may be helpful in determining the

best way to proceed in this instance. The owners of Resaca de la
Palma Battlefield, the Yturrias, are members of an old established
family in Brownsville. They are large landowners and successful
businessmen, of Mexican-American descent. It is also quite clear that
they enjoy a personal relationship with Senator Lloyd Bentsen and with
Congressman de la Garza. In view of the fact that the Bill (H.R. 321)
was introduced at the personal urging of Frank Yturria, this suggests
care in handling the matter. If the Southwest Regional Office can be
helpful, I know you will call on us.

Enclosure &MW"/



BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 772

/ 040

772-reading file / l772—Shee1y

bee: Regional Director, Southwest Region
001-reading file

FNP:GF Emery:mdw:523-5295:9/21/77

Mr. Truett Latimer

Executive Director
Texas State Historical Commission

P. 0. Box 12276, Capitol Station

Austin, Texas 78711

c:

H3417-772

Memorandum
To: Chief, Office of Legislation
From: Chief, Historic Sites Survey Division

Subject: Resaca de 1a Palma and Palo Alto National Historic Landmarks

Enclosed is a copy of a memorandum from the Acting Pirector, Southwest
Regional Office, in which he recommends that (1) Palo Alto National
Historic Landmark be takem into the National Park System and (2) Resaca
de la Palma be denied continuation of its status as a nmatiomal historic
landmark. Also enclosed is a report of Regional Historiam Richard W.
Sellars, to which reference is made in Mr. Thompson's memorandum.

While the recommendations have merit, we believe that there is a more
practical altermative. Surely, in the absence of an extemsive acreage
covering the entire battlefield of Resaca de 1 m—. there is a

that would be of sufficient imtegrity to qualify as a "memorial
site." Combining it with the approximately 6,000 acres of Palo Alto
Battlefield, amcmldh-dokrlmlan o-hsmdo la Palma
National (or International) Battlefield Park," The development plan for
the park, including visitor center and intepretation, would focus
virtually entirely on Palo Alto. Resaca de la Palma would be treated
as an adjunct or associated memorial site and its history would be told
at the Palo Alto site. There is ample precedent for this treatment in a
number of our Civil War battlefields, especially Chickamauga and
Chattanooga and Gettysburg, where memorialization or less significant
events required the acquisition of "outlying" sites, often at some
distance from the main scene of battle. While the sites are available
for the visitor of special interest, they are not featured in the
program of the park.

We believe that this would be a more practicable approach to the
establishment of a historic site illustrative of a theme now sbsent in

the National Park System. Conceivably ttmldgmmszponof
nlofmlmmwinlr.ﬁ:q-n':m, thout

compromising the integrity of the System.
(Signed}

George F. Emery

HP - Texas - Palo Alto Battlefield
Enclosures X Reference - Texas - Resaca de la Palma
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FRANK D, YTURRYA
SUITE 500 BOCA CHICA TOWER
2100 BOCA CHIC+: RLVO.
BROWNSVILLE. TEXAS 78520

Octiober 14. 1877

Honorable Lloyd Bentsen
United States Senator
Jashington, D. C. 20510

Dear Lloyd:

7l
Congratulations on your splendid efforts in the struggle v’?
to deregulate natural gas. It is long overdus coming. Your
efforts are greatly appreciated k7 all of the citizens of this
Stete.

I am in receipt of a letter dated September 22 from Mr.
George F, Emery, Chief, Historic Sites Survey Division to Thie:Z
Office of Legislation regarding Historic Battle Sites of Pzlo
Alto ané Resaca de la Palma. I concur and agree with Mr. Erery's
recommnendation., I have also discussed his recommendation with
the President of the Texas Historical Societv and the President
of the Brownsville Historical Society and thev also concur with
this approach, In addition, I had a very plezsant telephone con-
versation yesterday with Ms., Margaret Twyman cf the United States
Department of Interior, National Park Service, Santa Fe, Now Mex-—
ico., She has assured me that she feels that “he National ParXk
Service, Southwest Region will also concur with Mr. Emery's rec-
ommendation.

r

I know of your great interest in helping us preserve thes
historic battle sites and am happy to report to you that it look
like things are now moving in a favorable direction. Any furthe
help and assistance you can offer to help Kika de la Garza with
his legislation will be greatly apvpreciated by the people of this
community.

o
=~
o
45

With best wishes and warmest personal regards.

Sincerely,

‘Q::fq/\ ornf R

Frank D. Yturria
FDY:k1lh

cc: Ms, Margaret Twyman L///
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FPRANIK D. YTURRIA

TS SOUTHWZST ROT.GHAL CIFrE

2100 BOCA CHICs BLVD,

t
SUITE 500 DOCA CH!CA TOWER ' GCT “1 7 1%

BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS 78520
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Honorable Kika de la Garza ur. l:_ ‘;""‘
United States House of Representatives g“mp ; wéiﬁ;
House Office Building _;,&f‘ : i 4 g
Washington, D. C. 20551 bed 1= *"i" o
r_. .:l,,. ..-.--ir - i. -—;-.l-:’-f-——
Dear Kika: -

I am in receipt of a letter dated September 22 from
Mr. George F. Emery, Chief, Historic Sites Survey Division
to Chief; OEfice of Legislation regarding Historic Battle

~ Sites of Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma. I concur and

viﬁ/'ﬂ'dc o f

agree with Mr. Emery's recommencation. I have also discuss-

ed his recommendation with the President of the Texas His-
torical Society and the Presidenr:t of the Brownsville His-
torical Society and they also concur with this approach.

In addition, I had a very pleasant telephone conversation
yestorday with Ms., Margaret Twyman of the United Stales
Depaereﬁt.of Interior, National Park Shrv1ce, Santa Fe,
New Mexico. She has assured me that she feels that the
National Park Service, Southwest Region will also concur
with Mr. Emery's recommendation.

We have all worked long anc hard on this matter andé I
now hope that your House Bill's 320 and 321 will now quick-
ly clear so that these historic sites can be preserved for
the people of the nation. Needless to say, the citizens

of this area are very pleased and grateful for your inter-
est and efforts.

If you need any additional 1nfoLmaLloﬁ or assistance
please feel free to call me,

With kindest best wishes and warmest personal recarcs.
Sincerely,

ﬁwzj:lmmmék

Frank D, Yturria
FDY:k1h

cc:  Ms. Margaret Twyman S

'."rr"
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L58 - (SWR)CRH

Mr. Frank D. Yturria

Suite 500 Boca Chica Tower
2100 Boca Chica Boulevard
Brownsville, Texas 78520

Dear Mr. Yturria:

We are in receipt of copies of your letters dated October 14, 1977,
to the Honorable E. de la Garza and to the Honorable Lloyd Bentsen

concerning Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma Battlefields. We also

are in receipt of the memorandum dated September 22, 1977, from

Mr. George Emery, Chief, Historic Sites Survey Division, to the

~ Chief, Office of Legislation, National Park Service, also regarding
these battlefields.

So that you may be fully aware of this office's position on these
two historic sites, I feel I should clarify our thinking regarding
their status both as National Historic Landmarks and as potential
additions to the National Park System.

Ve now feel that National Landmark status can be continued for Resaca
de la Palma Battlefield, and therefore are withdrawing our recommen-
dation that Landmark status be rescinded. We recognize, as do you,
that the historical integrity of the area has been very badly impacted,
but feel that it nevertheless deserves recognition as a Landmark,
barring further adverse impact upon the site.

The idea of maintaining Resaca de la Palma as a locally owned and
managed park seems very worthwhile. Therefore, we encourage any
interest in such an effort, recognizing that success would give the
Landmark the protection it sorely needs. This office, however,

remains opposed to the proposal that Resaca de la Palma be made part
of the National Park System. In sum, we support the preservation of
the site as a Landmark, but firmly recommend that the area not become
a National Park or even an adjunct part of the Palo Alto park proposal.



Our recommendation that Resaca de la Palma not become a National Park
is primarily based upon our conviction that the adverse impacts upon
the area have been so great that the site fails to meet the standards
for establishing park areas as now required by our Management Policies.
Regarding the question of historical integrity, our Management Policies
state that:

The attributes of historical association, integrity, and
interpretive potential should all be present to a high
degree at each historical area.

Each historical area should contain sufficient land to
preserve all significant historic or prehistoric features
associated with the locality, and such additional lands

as may be needed to protect the historic scene and provide
unobtrusive sites for necessary development for proper
management and appropriate public use.

It is our professional judgment that Resaca de la Palma does not meet
the above criteria. By contrast, the Palo Alto Battlefield appears to
have the significance and integrity to meet these criteria and there-
fore to become a National Park Service area. Any addition to the
National Park System must, of course, be finally effected through proper
legislative and executive action.

We believe that a distinction should continue to be maintained between
National Historic Landmarks, which may be owned by an individual or
agency (government or private), and the historic sites administered
directly by the National Park Service. To this end, the criteria for
establishing new parks has been set at a very high standard particularly
as regards significance and integrity. We also recognize the great
value of the National Landmark program, where the preservation of other
historic properties of national significance is shared by the large
community of responsible Americans who feel the obligation to help
protect our cultural heritage.

We appreciate your interest in this program and hope we can be of
assistance to you whenever you wish to dedicate Resaca de la Palma
as a National Historic Landmark.

Sincerely yours,

;w1hQMWem.Hmmmmn

XetTnRegional Director,
Southwest Region
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Chief, Historic Sites Survey Division, EASQ/
Chief Office of Legislation WASO

Field Assistant to Regilonal Director
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 F

MAY 1962 EDITION
‘GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO * Chief, Office of Legislation,Attn: ELdon Reyer pate: OCT 81 1977
SUBJECT: Propsed Nat, dist. Site: Palo Alto & Resaca de la Palma NliLs

Ve do not know how my memorandum of Sept. 22 rcasched ilr. Yturria.
The enclosed correspondence would be of interest, however, if you

have not seen it.
= 2
oerge Pl fmery

$010-109
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KH3417-772

Ms. Audrey L. Crafton

Regional Craften

Lower Rio Grande Valley Development
Council, Suite 207

First National Bank Building

McAllen, Texas 78501

Dear Ms. Crafton:

Thank you for your letter of April 6, 1277, requesting a copy of
the Hational Register nomination form for the battlefield of the
Resaca de la Palma, Cameron County, Texas.

When designated, the current standard form was not in use. We
enclose, however, the data sheets available.

Sincerely yours,
Signed

George F. Emery
Acting Chief, liistoric
Sites Survey bivision

Enclosure

cc: Mr. Truett Latimer ' P
Executive Director
Texas State Historical Commission
P.0. Box 12276, Capitol Station
Austin, Texas 78711
FNP:GF Emery:kr 4/11/77
bcec: Regional Director, Southwest Region w/c inc.
001-Reading File 2
040 :
772-Reading File
Wﬁa—Sheely w/¢ inc.

HP - Texas __ Resaca de 1a Palma

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 772
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United States Department of the Inter;or ‘ECFtvru
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IN REPLY REFER T0: Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501

L58- (SWR) CRH i W
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Memorandum

To: Associate Director, Preservation of Historic Properties

Attention: Chief, Historic Sites Survey Division
From: ,nﬁegional Director, Southwest Region
Subject: Resaca de la Palma National Landmark

This office has come to the decision that we will no longer recommend
removing Landmark status from the Resaca de la Palma site. We feel
that, unless the site is further impacted, it will adequately serve
as a National Historic Landmark. The owner of the Landmark,

Mr. Frank D. Yturria has been advised by letter of our position.

ST PG it |

ces
Truett Latimer, Texas SHPO
Field Assistant to Regional Director
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United States Department of the Inierior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

SOUTHWEST REGION
P.0O. Box 728
S e Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501

H3415 (SWR-PC)

‘ JUL 19 1882

Mrs. Marion Y. Smith

Mr. Pausto Yturria; Jrs
One North Park Plaza
Brownsville, Texas 78521

Dear Mrs. Smith and Mr. Yturria:

It has come to our attention that you have recently acquired

Resaca de la Palma Battlefield, a National Historic Landmark
(NHL) .

Whenever we learn of new ownership of an NHL, we attempt to
work with the new owners to develop a voluntary program of
preservation for the property. To this end we are enclosing
an article on tax incentives for the owners of historic
properties and an explanation of the effects of NHL
designation.

If you have any questions concerning the enclosed material or

the NHL program please contact Mr. Mark R. Barnes, Regional
NHL Coordinator, (505) 988-6775.

Sincerely,

%;;;O»(J«-tu., M A‘{ﬁ/xk’)

Zﬁtﬁargaret Pepin-Donat
Chief, Division of Cultural Programs

Enclosures



H3417 (SWR-PC)

Mr. Fausto Yturria, Jr.
One North Park Plaza
Brownsville, Texas 78521

Dear Mr. Fausto:

Thank you for your letter of July 28, 1982, concerning your
Y

development of the Resaca de la Palma Battlefield, a National

Historic Landmark (NHL).

As per the the information we sent you in our previous corres—
pondence, NiL designation does not prohibit a private property
owner from developing his land when utilizing their own resources.
However, i1f the owner of an NHL is geoing to be using any federal
funds, licenses or permits in their development, the federal agency
involved should be notified that they will be effecting an I

so that they may meet their legal requirements under Section 106
of the National Historic Preservation Act. Saction 106 requires
that any federal agency effecting an NHL take into consideration,
in consultation with the appropriate State Historic Preservation
Officer, the effect of their action on the cultural resource prior
to rendering assistance to a private development.

For this reason, if you anticipate that your development may require
any federal involvement, we would urge you to immediately contact
the Texas State Historic Preservation Officer, Mr. Curtis Tunnell,
at the Texas Historical Cowmission, P.0. Box 12276, Capitol Station,
Austin, Texas 78711, to jointly develop a preservation plan. By
working out a plan to preserve some or all of the cultural resource
with Mr. Tunnell's office, you will be saving yourself time and
expense when you apply to a federal agency for assistance, and
perhaps accruing tax incentives for yourself as discussed in our
previous letter.

If we can be of any further assistance, pleasa do not hesitate
to contact Mr. Mark R. Barnes, NHL Regional Coordinator, at
(505) 988-5775.

Sincerely,

Margaret Pepin-Donat
Chief, Cultural Programs



RS FEB 13 1389

Memorandum

To: Regional Director, Southwest ﬂRegion
Attn: Dr, Joseph Sanchez, Spanish Colonial Research Center

From: Associate Director, Cultural Resources

Subject: Draft of Dr. Joseph Sanchez' Article, "The Defeat of the Army of the
North in South Texas: An Fxamination of Mexican Military Cperations
in the First Battles of the Mexican War"

I want to thank you for providing my office with a copy of the subject draft.

Chief Historian Bearss has read the draft, and, once again, 1 commend Dr. Sanchez
on his dedication and hard work in preparing this monograph, principally based
on manuscript sources found while accomplishing archival research in Mexico

City. Use of these sources, particularly ana Contra los Americanos, provides
new perspectives to an understanding of Maj. Cen. Marianc Arista’s tactics and
the strategy of the battles of Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma,

In the margins of the draft, herewith returned, Mr. Bearss, whose specialty is
military history of the mid-19t:h century wars and World War II, has made a
mumber of editorial comments and suggestions that should be addressed before
this report is distributed to the field. :

If Dr. Sanchez has any questm'ns on Mr. Bears,s suggestions, he should call the
Chief Historian.

/5gd/Jerry L. Rogers

Attachment
cc: 001 RF; 400 RF; 418 Palo Alto NB (NPS); Resaca de la Palma (NHL)

FECBearss:rd:2/1/89
Rdew disc 7; item 21




STANDARD FORM NO. 84

Oﬂic‘e Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

To : Johh pare: 10/2l

sroM : Bill Brown

SUBJECT: Wells, Resaca de la Palma Caper

Johny I wrote the memo of Oct, 16. All I had to go on was your memo to us
and the attached ltr of Sept., 13 from Wells, I have diligently searched
our files here for a copy of your Oct, 1 ltr to Wells mentiondng a phone
conversation, which would have clued me to the fact that there wes some-
thing more in the wind than Wells said in his ltr of 13th, But we don't have
a copy of your Oct, 1 ltr anywhere.
Go ahead and anwer our Uect, 16 ltr officially and give us the scoop on
Wells offer to sell and we'll write a different sort of reply.
Believe me, we are human out herep there was no desire to give you a poor
reply or to put you in any kind of soup. We merely answered on what we had
to go on--that's the full story.

Regards,

(_‘J?)\



F?s!;n: 11(;78)"17 > UNITED STATES :
4 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS

1. STATE 2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE, WRITE * ARCI( 'lpex%t?g EME

Texas Theme XV, Westward Expansion e s

3. NAME(S) OF SITE 4. APPROX. ACREAGE

Resaca de la Palma Battlefield 50

5. EXACT LOCATION (County, township, roads, etc. If difficult to find, sketch on Supplementary Sheet) Cameron County, Parades Line Road’
Farm Road 18 -
iyt tadh | & S S o e |y M il 7'6%0116”)610 First Nat'l. Bank Bldg, Brownsville, Te

Private Mrg‘ a5 K v1'l]9 Texas
7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Describe briefly w hat makes site important and what remains are extant)

On May 9, 1846, following the Battle of Palo Alto, General Manuel Arista's Mexicam
forces took up a position in a ravine known as the Resaca de Guerrero, United States
General Zachary Taylor moved into a parallel ravine to the north, Resaca de la Palma,
Deploying his infantry through the chaparral, and sending his cavalry in a sudden charge
down the road, Taylor captured the Mexican artillery and put the enemy's foot scldiers
to rout, Arista abandoned his perscnal baggage, his mules, and most of his equipment;
General Rbémulo Diaz de la Vega was captured, American losses were reported as 39 killed
and 82 wounded (from a force of about 2,300); official Mexican losses were 802, This
was the final engagement of the Mexican War to take place on the Texas side of the
Rio Grande. Palec Alto and Resaca de la Palma were the largest and most important
Mexican War battles fought on U.S, soil, They demonstrated the superiority of American
arms, gained the United States great prestige at home and abroad, and cleared the way
for the invasion: of Mexico.

Today the battlefield merely suggests conditions as they were in 1846. The bend
of the resaca, once dense with chaparral--wood and thorns--has been cleared, and a
citrus orchard now covers much of the battlefield, A private estate also occupies some
of the site. Both Resaca de la Palma and Resaca Guerrero, once filled in, are again
full of water, and the tall palms that suggested the name of the resaca are still stand-
ing. A Texas Centennial Commission monument marks the site, It reads: "The battle
of Resaca de la Palma was fought here May 9, 1846 and the defeat of the Mexican Army
under General Manuel Arista by the United States troops under General Zachary Taylor
made good the claim of Texas to the territory between the Nueces and the Rio Grande,"

A cannon mounted on a concrete base, placed by a commission headed by General James
Parker about 1920 or 1921, standsnext to the highway one-half mile north of the
monument,

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Give best sources: e location of manusc; ﬁ and rare workg

George L. Rives, The United States and co, 1821-1848, 2 v. (New York, 1913), Vol, II.
Justin H, Smith, The War with Mexico, 2 V.TewT_Aork, 1919), Vol, I.

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reports an studies as, NPS study, HABS, ctc)

William R, Hogan, ecial eport Coveri Proposed Resaca de 1la Palma National
Historic Sites (Santa Fe, g May, otson, Supplemental Report on
Proposed Fort Brown National Historical Park (Santa Fe, NPS, October, 1947).

10. PHOTOGRAPHS * 11. CONDITION 12. PRESENT USE (Museum, farm, etc.) 13. DATE OF VISIT
ATTACHED: ves@ wo[J | Poor Farm Oct. 23, 1958

14. NAME OF RECORDER (Signatug 5. TITLE 16. DATE
WA)/ 21 Historian Dec, 15, 1958

*DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X 1034 SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTI BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE, DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH, AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE

LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVE]

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SU LEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER)

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—74016-1

N iy 44



UNITED STATES
DEPAKTHENT OF THE INTERTCR
NATICNAL PARK SERVICE
WASHTNGTCN 25, D. C.

The National Survey of llistoric Sites and Buildings

Palo #lto and hesaca de la Palma battlefields - Brownsville, Texas

The battles of Palo Alto and kesaca de la Palma were the only
important battles of the Mexicen War fought on American soil.

On May 8, 1846, Generel Zachary Taylor engaged the Mexican aruy
at Palo Alto, a few miles north of present day Erownsville, Texas.
It was the first sizesble battile of the war, resulling in the
repulse of the attacking Mexicans and started their reireat ioward
the hio Grande. The Americans followed, and Lhe next day at the
hesaca de la Palma, fighting resumed. Deploying his infantiry
through the chaparral and sending his cavalry in a sudden charze
down the road, Taylor cantured the enemy artillery and put the
Mexican foot-soldiers to rout. %With heavy losses in artillery
and personnel, the Mexicsns fled south across the hio Urande,
ending the military acticn north of the river in Texas in the
Mexican War.

The batiles of Palo sltc and tesaca de la Palua demonstrated

the superiority of American arms, gained the United State
prestige at home and abtroad, and cleared the way for the invasion
of dexico. wmany regular officers who laver became generals ir

the Civil war received their baptism of fire in these engagemcnts,
and tvhe American commender, General Zachary Taylor, later won the
presidency almost wholly cn his record in these and later bauiles
in mexico.

Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma battlefields sites, a few miles
north of the city of Brownsville, Texas, are privately owned.

The chaparral has been cleared from the Palo Alto site, and it

is now pasture land broken by fence rows. The hesaca de la rFalna
site merely suggests conditiocns as they were in 1846. The tand
of the resaca has been cleared of chaparral and a citrus orchard
and private estate cover the battlefield.
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NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS
REPORT ON BIENNIAL VISIT
TO

Resaca de la Palma Battlefield, Texas
Theme: XV - Westward Expansion, Texas Revolution and War with Mexico
Date of Visit: November 13, 1969
Visited by: Michael J. Becker, Management Assistant

Condition: Fair to Good. I visited two state monument sites .depicting
the battlefield of Resaca de la Palma. Both sites were marked with gran-
ite monuments regarding the battlefield.

Site #1 (1/2 mile beyond the city limits of Brownsville) also included

the Centennial Cannon placed by a Commission headed by General James Parker
about 1920. Monument #1 was alongside of the road and was backed by a
very fine fence. The private land demarcation consisted of a stone

pillar and rail fence terminating with a stone wall immediately behind the
State marker and cannon. The ground maintenance in this particular case
was exceptionally good. Approximately one mile further down the road was
Resaca de la Palma State Monument #2. It was easily visible from the
highway and a small turnout had been handmade for access to the Monument.
The grounds keeping was not in really bad condition. At State Monument

#1 the battlefield was composed mostly of open field. There was what
appeared to the inspector a foreign object which was apparently an old time
bandstand located right in the middle of the battlefield. I was unable

to ascertain where it came from or a reason for its presence. As far as
could be ascertained, both Monuments Nos. 1 and 2 were located within the
State Highway right-of-way and were presumably maintained by the State
Highway Department.

Operation : The Brownsville Historical Association maintains a loose con-
trol on properties within their jurisdiction with the exception of
Fort Brown.

Special Problems: I was unable to contact anyone associated with the
Brownsville Historical Association during my visit so this ended up as a
"do-it-yourself" inspection. At Resaca de la Palma (Sites Nos. 1 & 2)
there was no Department of Interior plaque available to the public.

Late the night before I left I was finally able to contact the Treasurer
of the Society, Mr. Eduardo Valent, and questioned him as to the absence
of the landmark. He told me that he thought a Mr. Hubert Hudson had
managed to get possession of the plaque and it is presently mounted at
the swimming pool at his residence, which 1s located on a portion of the
battlefield. This same question was reiterated by Mr. Fausto Yturria,




President of the Brownsville Association, 1n a letter received since re-
turning from the field trip. This particular situation brings up a
somewhat slightly sticky legal point. When these plaques are turned

over to the landowners involved, do they still remain Government property?

We believe this question will have to be answered in this case so as to
make the bronze plaques available to the publiec.

Suggestions Offered: None.

Wféc %!
Signature
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RESACA DE LA PALMA BATTLEFIELD, Texas. Palm trees outline bend of Resaca de la Palma, where
Mexican and American troops clashed on May 9, 1846. Cannon was placed by Parker Commission.
National Park Service photograph, 1959
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NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK
BIENNTAL VISIT REPORT

SITE Resaca de la Palma Battlefield

LOCATION Brownsville, Texas

DAY (S) VISITED February 4, 1977

Month Day (s)
VISITED BY Richard W. Sellars

Year

(Name)

Regional Historian

(Title)
Southwest Regional Office

(Address)

505- 988-6501

(Phone YNumber)

PERSON(S) CONTACTED, WITH TITLE(S) 1=°7€

REPORT SUBMITTED BY:

Name

Richard W. Sellars

Title

Regional Historian

Signature Q‘M U WM

Date
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IX.

ILY.

IvV.

VI.

VII.

NiLY-

REPORT

Did you have any difficulty making coantact with the owner or administrator
in advance of your visit? Yes No If yes, please describe:
Did not attemptto contact owner due to sensitivity of .the situation, i.e.
area is being considered for inclusion into National Park System, but the
area is also very badly impacted, to the extent that removal of Landmark
status is recommended.
Did you feel that your visit was welcome?
If not, please describe circumstances:

- not welcome?

NA

Was the material provided by SWRO ample and helpful?

Yes X No
If not, please explain: :

Approzimately how long did you spend a2t the site? 1 hour

(photographer spent additional time getting pictures)

Please describe the condition of the site (structure(s), grounds,

furnishings, etc.) The landmark is presently a large open, mowed field
surrounded by small clumps of trees. The area is encircled by the resaca
and, on one side, a local highway. The Landmark boundaries are approximately
contiguous with the boundaries of a polo field. Records indicate that an
orchard existed in the area prior to the polo field. The ground in this area
has thus been greatly disturbed at least twice in the recent past, i.e. in
the development of the orchard, and the development of the polo field.

Based on the reasons for the original designation, is it your opinion that
the integrity of the site is being adsquately maintained? Yes No X
If no, please explain: The encounter at Resaca de la Palma was a running
battle which covered probably several thousand acres. Thus the 40 acre
Landmark contains only a small portion of the original battlefield. As noted,
the Landmark grounds have been significantly disturbed at least twice during
the recent past. Furthermore, the lands surrounding the Landmark (lands

Please describe in detail the managema2nt of the site (owneContinue BEXE heds

r-managed,
employee-managed, government-managed, etc.):

N

Believed to be owner managed.

In your opinion, is the site management adequate? Yes

you have any reservations, please describe:
The site management is adequate only in the sense that no further damage is

presently being done to the Landmark to add to the earlier impacts of the
orchard and polo field.

No f & 3




VI.. continued.: s

which were also part of the battlefield) have been even more impacted
with highways, railroads, housing developments and dredging operations.
As a result, there is virtually no historical integrity left in the
area, either within the Landmark boundaries, or in the surrounding lands
where the battle also occurred. Destruction of the site is so extensive
it is doubtful if an archeological survey could determine the true and
exact extent of the original battlefield.
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ES o present’ claimed : .

v IX. Is the bite used for commercial purposes? Yes No X If yes, doas
, this present any problems related to maintaining the integrity of the site?
Yes No If yes, please describe:

It represents only a small portion of the original battleground.

X. Please describe any financial problems related to the site:

XI. What other problems did you encounter, if any?
NA

XII. What specific spggestions, if any, did you make to the owner or administrator?

NA

XIII. What follow-up action do you suggest for the SWRO and/or others?

That the Southwest Region recommend that the NHL designation be removed
(see attached memorandum)

XIV. Is there any urgency regarding the suggested action? Yes No
If yes, please clarify: '

Onlyvto avoid. the possibility that it will again be proposed as a
National Historical Park. '

XV. If this site is being managed under the terms of a signed agreement, has
the plaque beeun mounted? Yes No XX If yes, describe exact

location. If no, please explain why it has not bean accepted or mnot
been mounted. Also, describe location of the Certificate.

Questions? ‘ ) ) i

(See attached memorandum)

.

(PLEASE ENCLOSE PHOTOS, CLIPPINGS, COPIES OF CORRESPONDENCE, OR ANY -

OTHER MATERIALS WHICH WILL SUPPLEMENT THE INFORMATION GIVEN IN THE
REPORT)
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Fig. 51

This sketch of Resaca de La Palfma was
done by Lt. J. M, Scarritt, 14 was
dnawn on the body of a Letter sent Zto
Col. Totten describinag both the battle
0f Palo ALto and Resaca de La Palma,
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Fig. 52

This sketch shows the Amendican
and Mexican positions ait the
beginninq 0f the battle., 1L 44
Likely that this sketch was
made on the battlefield.
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