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Milton Faver--Agriculturist

Milton Faver's stockraising and farming pursuits in Presidio
County from the mid-1850s to 1889 closely followed the history
of Presidio County's agricultural development during the same era.
He was probably lured to the La Junta area by the commercial
potential of the Chihuahua Trail trade and the recently established
U. S. military presence at Fort Davis. While he had other business
interests, he soon considered himself a farmer. He practiced the
diversified subsistence agriculture that had been established prior
to his arrival and expanded his own production to provision the
limited market of traders and Fort Davis. Faver adopted and
adapted the local customs, including the use of traditional building
materials and forms. He remained in the area during the Civil War
period and probably suffered from depredations by raiding parties
led by various Native Americans and others!, when the Texas
frontier was actually pushed east during those years. After the
war, Faver built a large stock-raising and farming business, catering
to the expanding market brought by the renewed Chihuahua Trail
trade, the expansion of Fort Davis, and the increased military
presence in the Trans-Pecos. 2 ’

With the coming of the railroad and the expanding state and
national markets, Faver followed the statewide trend toward
commercialized agriculture and concentrated his efforts on cattle
raising. Along with the Anglo immigrants arriving in the Trans-
Pecos, Faver built a large longhorn herd, utilizing the open range.

Faver centered his ranching operation around three ranch units,
with his headquarters at Cibolo Ranch. He built a walled adobe
compound there probably prior to or during the Civil War, utilizing
traditional building methods and materials. With much unrest in
the area, he chose a fortified plan with high walls and defensive
towers on opposite ends. Faver and his family made Cibolo their
home until he died in 1889. The fields surrounding Cibolo and his
famous peach orchard were watered by traditional gravity-flow
irrigation ditches and pools he developed from the ever-flowing
Cibolo Springs nearby. Faver also utilized additional land to
accommodate his agricultural operations. Located on Cienega
Creek to the east of Cibolo, the Cienega complex was also built
around an abundant spring. Modelled on Cibolo, it was also a
fortified walled compound of traditional adobe bricks, sheltering
dwellings, work areas and storerooms. Here, too, the springs
provided water through a pool and ditch system to the compound,
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fields and perhaps an orchard. Faver's third unit, La Morita on La
Mora Creek, was the smallest of the three. It served as the head-
quarters of his sheep ranching endeavors. Abundant springs here,
too, supplied water to the small adobe complex and probably a
small kitchen garden.

During the peak of Presidio County’s cattle boom, Faver was one of
the largest cattle raisers in the county and was frequently the
largest taxpayer. In the latter part of the decade, he stepped aside
from the active management of his cattle herds and sheep flocks.
I11 health, setbacks from the drought of 1885-1886, and the
declining cattle market all probably induced him to retire from the
saddle. He died in December 1889, and his properties were eventu-
ally sold off and became part of the large ranches that are the basis
of Presidio County’'s economy today.

Background

The three Milton Faver ranches are located in the heart of the Trans-Pecos
in Presidio County. At one time the county encompassed most of Texas
beyond the Pecos River, and included present-day Pecos, Reeves, Jeff
Davis, and Brewster counties. Presidio County today extends approximate-
ly 3850 square miles and, area-wise, is the state's fourth largest county.
While the growing season is more than 230 days, the low rainfall makes
farming and ranching dependent on water from the Rio Grande, some few
springs and deep wells. Most of the county's economy derives from it
agricultural operations including cattle and goat ranching and truck
farming (cantaloupes, lettuce, watermelons, onions and alfalfa).

Presidio County, like most of the Trans-Pecos, has several mountain ranges
(Chinatis, Cienegas, Sierra Vieja, for example) set in large areas of rather
more level semi-arid desert. Native plant life is typical of arid and semi-
arid climates with thin grasses, yuccas, sotol and huisache and various salt
grasses. Some of the higher elevations in the county, which get more
precipitation, have various western mountain trees such as pinon pines and
denser grasses. The three Faver ranches include examples of both cli-
mates and plant communities, although the ranch buildings are located
along stream valleys with a constant source of water.

As in the rest of the Southwest, agriculture in Presidio County first devel-
oped around dependable water sources, and water has always been the key
determinant of agricultural success in the semi-arid environment. Al-
though many streams and gullies fill quickly with water during a heavy rain
and empty just as quickly afterward, there are five major creek systems
that flow off the mountains and eventually empty into the Rio Grande: the
Alamito, Shafter (Cienega), Cibolo, Capote and Pinto Canyon. Prior to and
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including the historic era, human settlement and agricultural development
in Presidio County has centered around and extended from these precious
sources of water.3

Spanish explorers found Native Americans farming at the juncture the Rio
Grande and Rio Conchos in the earliest contacts. The Jumano peoples and
the confluence of the Rio Conchos and Rio Grande were especially attrac-
tive to Spanish missionaries, and substantial efforts were made in the
eighteenth century to establish missions in the region, generally at the
places where Native Americans were already settled and farming. The
settlements made use of the indigenous adobe building materials and
water from the rivers. Farming was generally carried out in fields in the
flood plains. Irrigation ditches, in use by the early eighteen century
became more common as the century progressed. To take advantage of
river and creek waters during most of the year, small brush and rock dams
were thrown up along the rivers to create small pools from which ditches
carried water into the fields. Some of these along the Rio Conchos are still
in use.Alamito and Cibolo creek springs were used to some extent for
irrigation in the same manner.4

Part of the mission legacy was the addition of stock raising to the Native
American agricultural operations. While the topic of Spanish and Mexican
influences on Texas cattle ranching may be a hot item of debate in other
parts of the state, there is no doubt that stock farming , albeit on a small
scale, was an established enterprise in the La Junta/Presidio County area
long before Anglos arrived. The first domestic livestock were sheep and
goats provided to the missions, followed by small cattle holdings. Horses,
valuable trade items, followed, and their role was heightened as cattle
raising took hold in northern Mexico.

Large sheep and cattle haciendas had developed in northern Mexico under
Spanish rule, utilizing large open ranges. The Mexican longhorn, nominal-
ly domesticated, was actually a feral, free-ranging animal under little
control except at market time. Large ranges were necessary to follow the
water and grass, both of which could be scarce during much of the year.
The haciendas, devoted to these large sheep flocks and cattle herds,
developed their own internal cultural and economic independence that
persisted into the twentieth century. As the cattle industry in the La Junta
region developed in the mid-nineteenth century, it may have looked south
to Mexico to this prototype, but with little effect. La Junta's isolation from
large markets and the volatility of frontier conditions kept large cattle
herds from developing on the open ranges of the Trans-Pecos as they had
further south in northern Mexico. The small herds that were developed
stayed close to the relative safety of the Rio Grande.5

On the eve of the admission of Texas into the Union, the La Junta area was
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an isolated agricultural community. The inhabitants, descendants of the
missionized Native Americans, had been assimilated into a creolized
Hispanic culture and were centered on the rivers. Their irrigated crops
were the corn, wheat, beans, and squash that had been grown since before
mission times. Domesticated animals introduced by the Spaniards (cattle,
horses, and sheep and goats) were kept in small humbers on small farms
for farm use. Sheep and goats were the most numerous. Irrigation ditches
were in common use and provided water to cultivated fields. 6

Early Daysin Presidio County. 1845-1861

After the close of the War between the United States and M exico,
the La Junta arealay on an important developing trade route. The
Chihuahua Trail brought goods back and forth from the Texas port
of Indianolato the Mexican city of Chihuahua. VariousAnglo and
Hispanic immigrants to the La Junta area, like Milton Faver. set up
trading and farming operations to take advantage of the traffic and
made various attempts to expand and commer cialize some aspects
of their agricultural enterprises. The establishment of Fort Davis
provided another local market that encouraged surplus agricultural
production. Larger crops were grown, primarily on the Rio Grande
plain, but the they were much the same as for the past century or
mor e--corn, barley, wheat, beans, melons and squash. Oxen and
mules provided a technological advantage as cultivated fields
became larger and were in increasing use. The overwhelming
number of inhabitants were natives of Mexico, although a few Anglo
men had settled in the area and had adopted and adapted the
prevailing agricultural system. Indigenous building forms and
materials were maintained. Milton Faver was one of the most
productive of the county's farmers and supplied foodstuffsto the
growing market.

When Josiah Gregg arrived in Presidio del Norte during the War with
Mexico in the fall of 1846. he noted that there were some small irrigated
farms, and that the principal crops were corn, sugar, figs, quinces and
peaches. He saw very few wild fruits, however, except prickly pears and
chapotes. Josiah Gregg was surprised at the size of Presidio del Norte,
having expected it to be much smaller due to its out-of-the-way location.7

The LaJunta area lost its isolation, however, after the war. On the new
trade route linking the Texas port of Indianolaand Chihuahua, Mexico, the
LaJunta area was an oasis, replenishing trading parties after long desert
trek from both directions. The trail'sorigin in Texas was Indianola: it



