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Historic and Architectural Resources i n Abilene, Texas 
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"The Railroad and Abilene's Development into a Wholesale and Di s t r i b u t i o n Center i n 
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"Educational Efforts i n Abilene. 1881-1939" 
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1930 c i t y l i m i t s of Abilene, Texas 
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E. Statement of Historic Contexts 
Discuss each historic context listed in Section B. 

See text that begins with Continuation Sheet E-1 (Failroads) for a f u l l discussion of 
the h i s t o r i c context "The Railroad and Abilen's Development into a Wholesale and 
Dist r i b u t i o n Center i n West Texas, 1881-1939" l i s t e d i n Section B. 

See text that begins with Continuation Sheet E-1 (Education) for a f u l l discussion of 
the h i s t o r i c context "Educational Efforts i n Abilene, 1881-1939" l i s t e d i n Section B. 

1x1 See continuation sheet 
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THE RAILROAD AND ABILENE'S DEVELOPMENT INTO A WHOLESALE AND DISTRIBUTION 
CENTER IN WEST TEXAS, 1881-1939 

This context w i l l explore the r a i l r o a d ' s c o n t r i b u t i o n t o and i n f l u e n c e 
on Abilene's p h y s i c a l and economic development. Indeed, the c i t y ' s founding 
can be t r a c e d d i r e c t l y t o the Texas and P a c i f i c Railway, which surveyed the 
townsite and s o l d the f i r s t l o t s i n 1881. The Texas and P a c i f i c Railway 
b i l l e d Abilene as the "Future Great C i t y of West Texas" and regarded the 
community as a key element i n the company's ambitious plan t o create a vast 
shipping and commercial network i n the r e g i o n . This promotional campaign 
generated much i n t e r e s t i n Abilene and a t t r a c t e d progressive and inn o v a t i v e 
entrepreneurs who recognized the c i t y ' s economic p o t e n t i a l and the many 
f i n a n c i a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s i t s growth could b r i n g . Hotels, stores and warehouses 
were among the many p r o f i t a b l e commercial concerns subsequently e s t a b l i s h e d 
and a l l r e l i e d h e a v i l y on the r a i l r o a d . These businesses occupied b u i l d i n g s 
erected i n close p r o x i m i t y t o the t r a c k s , r e i n f o r c i n g the close 
i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p between the r a i l r o a d and the c i t y ' s economic development. 
The r a i l r o a d enabled several l o c a l l y owned wholesale and r e t a i l f i r m s t o open 
branch f a c i l i t i e s elsewhere t h a t f o s t e r e d an expansive t r a d e t e r r i t o r y 
extending from as f a r east as Ju n c t i o n , Texas, t o as f a r west as C l o v i s , New 
Mexico. These businesses i n t u r n pumped c a p i t a l back i n t o the l o c a l economy 
and allowed the town t o prosper and f l o u r i s h , economically surpassing other 
communities i n the r e g i o n . 

Abilene's founding began w i t h the Texas and P a c i f i c Railway and i t s 
westward expansion of the 1870s. At t h a t time t h e T&P, as i t was o f t e n 
c a l l e d , was one of a handful of companies attempting t o e s t a b l i s h 
t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l r a i l s e r v i c e . Congress awarded a c h a r t e r t o the T&P i n 1871 
and i n s t r u c t e d the company t o b u i l d i t s l i n e roughly along the 32nd p a r a l l e l . 
Work began i n 1873 i n east Texas and w i t h i n t h r e e years the r a i l r o a d reached 
Fort Worth. Despite such progress, the company was i n d i r e f i n a n c i a l 
c o n d i t i o n . Overcoming t h i s handicap, the company reorganized and work 
resumed, pushing the l i n e f a r t h e r and f a r t h e r i n t o West Texas (Duff and Seibt 
1980:44). 

Meanwhile, i n newly organized Taylor County, c i t i z e n s of t h i s sparsely 
populated area began t o speculate on the r a i l r o a d ' s proposed r o u t e , e s p e c i a l l y 
a f t e r T&P o f f i c i a l s declared t h e i r i n t e n t i o n t o e s t a b l i s h a major stop i n the 
area. B u f f a l o Gap, i n e a s t - c e n t r a l Taylor County and the seat of l o c a l 
government, was the only town of any consequence and thus was considered t o be 
the most l o g i c a l s i t e f o r t h i s stop. The March 6, 1880 issue of the B u f f a l o 
Gap News, as quoted by Naomi Kincaid, declared 
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The managers of the Texas and P a c i f i c Railway have selected B u f f a l o 
Gap as supply depot and headquarters f o r the engineers of t h i s l i n e . 
Already t h e i r stores and men are coming i n . Straw shows which way the 
wind blows and i f we are not badly f o o l e d the i n d i c a t i o n s are favorable 
f o r a r a i l r o a d through B u f f a l o Gap at no d i s t a n t f u t u r e (Kincaid 
1946:16) . 

This news created excitement, not only i n B u f f a l o Gap, but elsewhere i n 
the region as w e l l . Ranchers and t w i n b r o t h e r s C. W. and J. D. Merchant of 
nearby Callahan County became i n t e r e s t e d i n the r a i l r o a d ' s plans and t r i e d 
u n s uccessfully t o purchase land i n the community. 

Despite the p r e d i c t i o n s of the B u f f a l o Gap newspaper, the T&P's route 
and supply stop had not been determined and was by no means f i n a l i z e d . H. C. 
Withers, the t r a c k and tow n s i t e l o c a t o r f o r the T&P, q u i e t l y and with o u t 
f a n f a r e , acquired land i n northeast Taylor County near present day Tye. 
Although unnoticed by most r e s i d e n t s , the t r a n s a c t i o n became known t o a few 
l o c a l men who understood i t s meaning and r a m i f i c a t i o n s . The Merchant brothers 
were among those who became i n v o l v e d i n land s p e c u l a t i o n i n northern Taylor 
county, and they were j o i n e d by John Simpson, owner of the Hashknife Ranch, as 
w e l l as grocer John T. Berry and surveyor S. L. Chalk, who l a t e r dropped out 
of the group. Withers, b e l i e v i n g the r a i l r o a d would choose h i s land f o r the 
new town, began promoting i t s sale before T&P made a f i n a l d e c i s i o n . 
Undaunted, the Merchant brothers and t h e i r associates e n l i s t e d the help of J. 
Stoddard Johnston, a prominent p o l i t i c i a n from Kentucky. Johnston was a close 
personal f r i e n d of John C. Brown, ex-governor of Kentucky and, at the time, 
r e c e i v e r f o r t h e f i n a n c i a l l y t r o u b l e d T&P. A f t e r v i s i t i n g the area, Johnston 
r e p o r t e d l y convinced T&P o f f i c i a l s t o choose the Merchant b r o t h e r s , et a l . 
s i t e . No documented evidence can confirm the scenario, but most l o c a l 
h i s t o r i a n s agree t h a t i t was Johnston who u l t i m a t e l y succeeded i n having the 
Merchant's pr o p e r t y selected (Stephenson 1901; Landers 1929). The T&P and the 
Merchant's group signed a formal c o n t r a c t on December 18, 1880 and f i l e d w i t h 
the Taylor County Clerk. T&P o f f i c i a l s allowed the Merchants and other l o c a l 
cattlemen t o s e l e c t the town's name, and they consequently chose Abilene i n 
honor of the prominent c a t t l e town i n Kansas (Kincaid 1946:15-25). 

Surveyors f o r the T&P l a i d out the o r i g i n a l t o w n s i t e which c l o s e l y 
resembled plans of other contemporaneous r a i l r o a d communities such as Ennis, 
Bryan, and Cuero, Texas. The t r a c k s were, and s t i l l are t o a great e x t e n t , 
the centerpiece of the community. They entered the c i t y from the east and 
continued along a westward course, d i s s e c t i n g Abilene i n t o roughly equal-sized 
halves. (Note: development since World War I I has favored the c i t y ' s southern 
h a l f , which now encompasses much more t e r r i t o r y than i t s n o r t h e r n 
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c o u n t e r p a r t ) . T&P surveyors e s t a b l i s h e d a g r i d s t r e e t p a t t e r n t h a t conformed 
t o p r e v a i l i n g p r a c t i c e s i n town and urban planning. They l a i d s t r e e t s e i t h e r 
p a r a l l e l t o or perpendicular w i t h the r a i l r o a d . Although North and South 
F i r s t s t r e e t s served as a b u f f e r f o r the r a i l r o a d r i g h t - o f - w a y , p r o p e r t y i n 
close p r o x i m i t y t o the t r a c k s was intended f o r commercial use, as the long and 
narrow l o t s make evide n t . S i m i l a r sized l o t s surveyed f o r the 100 t o 300 
blocks of Pine, Walnut and Oak s t r e e t s , r e v e a l the T&P's o r i g i n a l plan f o r 
Abilene's commercial development. The remainder of t h e c i t y ' s blocks had 
twelve l o t s s i g n i f i c a n t l y wider than those along North and South F i r s t , Pine, 
Oak and Walnut s t r e e t s . Larger " o u t l e t s , " as they were c a l l e d , surrounded the 
o r i g i n a l 175 block town s i t e and allowed f o r f u t u r e growth. A copy of T&P's 
o r i g i n a l town plan t h a t the company's land department prepared, i s on d i s p l a y 
at the Taylor County Clerk's o f f i c e . 

Promoted by T&P o f f i c i a l s as the "Future Great C i t y of West Texas," 
Abilene received considerable a t t e n t i o n preceding i t s o f f i c i a l founding. 
Advertisements were placed i n newspapers i n Dallas and other Texas c i t i e s , as 
w e l l as l a r g e m e t r o p o l i t a n centers elsewhere i n the country. One such 
advertisement r e p o r t e d l y s t a t e d "The new town of Abilene i s located i n Taylor 
county and i n the midst of one of the most b e a u t i f u l , f e r t i l e and h e a l t h f u l 
sections of the West and i s destined t o become one of the most important 
p o i n t s on the l i n e of the Texas and P a c i f i c Railway" (Duff and Seibt 1980:52). 

The promotional campaign apparently was a resounding success, as Abilene 
experienced tremendous growth i n a very short p e r i o d of time. Many came by 
way of the r a i l r o a d and stayed i n t e n t s and other temporary s h e l t e r s . A 
r e p o r t e r f o r the Dallas Herald observed j u s t p r i o r t o the town l o t a u c t i o n , 
t h a t "strangers have been a r r i v i n g f o r several days. Last n i g h t ' s t r a i n 
(March 14) brought many and a s p e c i a l of f i v e coaches a r r i v e d here at 4 a.m. 
Not less than 500 people from abroad are here" (Kincaid 1946:21, quoting the 
Abilene Reporter-News F i f t e e n t h E d i t i o n ) . 

When the T&P auctioned l o t s f o r Abilene on March 15, 1881, the event 
marked a t u r n i n g p o i n t i n r e g i o n a l and l o c a l h i s t o r y . I t represented the 
company's ongoing and successful westward expansion, which u l t i m a t e l y planned 
t o t r a v e r s e mineral r i c h t e r r i t o r y i n the southwest United States. Abilene's 
founding was also p a r t of the r a i l r o a d ' s scheme t o play a leading r o l e i n the 
development of t h i s r e g i o n by p r o v i d i n g r a i l s e r v i c e t o new or e x i s t i n g towns 
along i t s path. Such s e r v i c e would open new lands f o r settlement and would 
c o n t r i b u t e t o the establishment of a vast trade network i n the reg i o n . The 
key t o success, as T&P o f f i c i a l s were keenly aware, was the r a i l r o a d and i t 
would serve as the primary means of t r a n s p o r t i n g people, goods and supplies. 
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For Taylor County, the a u c t i o n represented the b i r t h of one community 
(Abilene) and the d e c l i n e and near demise of another. P r i o r t o the a r r i v a l of 
the r a i l r o a d , B u f f a l o Gap enjoyed the d i s t i n c t i o n of being the county's 
l a r g e s t and most important community. Designated as county seat when Taylor 
County was organized i n 1876, i t became the primary center f o r commercial and 
j u d i c i a l a c t i v i t y i n the r e g i o n . 

When the r a i l r o a d bypassed B u f f a l o Gap, the town's promising f u t u r e 
dimmed r a p i d l y and Abilene q u i c k l y became the leading community of Taylor 
County. Most of t h e storekeepers, attorneys and other r e s i d e n t s of B u f f a l o 
Gap r e l o c a t e d t o Abilene. This m i g r a t i o n , combined w i t h the i n f l u x of new 
people t o the county, produced dramatic r e s u l t s . A b i r d ' s eye view of 
Abilene, drawn about 1882, shows at l e a s t one residence on most c i t y blocks 
and commercial a c t i v i t y centered along the r a i l r o a d . 

By 1883 County Commissioners c a l l e d f o r an e l e c t i o n t o be held on 
October 23, 1883 t o decide i f the county seat should be moved t o Abilene. The 
r e s u l t s showed 905 votes f o r Abilene and 269 f o r B u f f a l o Gap. The 
Commissioner's Court f o r m a l l y agreed t o move the county seat t o Abilene during 
t h e i r October 30th session (Taylor County Commissioner's Court's Minutes). 
The T&P donated land f o r the new courthouse and included a l l of Block 31, 
which was consequently designated the courthouse square. (An examination of 
the 1881 town p l o t of Abilene on d i s p l a y at the County Clerk's o f f i c e reveals 
t h a t t h i s block, u n l i k e a l l others i n the c i t y , was not subdivided, which 
suggests t h a t T&P o f f i c i a l s a n t i c i p a t e d Abilene's eventual designation as the 
county seat.) The Commissioners also announced t h a t advertisements placed i n 
the B u f f a l o Gap Index and the Fort Worth Gazette would s o l i c i t a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
plans and s p e c i f i c a t i o n s f o r a stone courthouse. Construction costs were 
expressly s t a t e d not t o exceed $65,000. 

Before bids were received, several Taylor County r e s i d e n t s , presumably 
B u f f a l o Gap c i t i z e n s , pleaded w i t h the Court t o keep the courthouse i n B u f f a l o 
Gap. This group proposed t h a t i f the county government remained t h e r e , they 
would donate $7,000 toward the c o n s t r u c t i o n of a new courthouse. Despite the 
o f f e r . County Commissioners resumed t h e i r e f f o r t s t o b u i l d a new courthouse i n 
Abilene, complying w i t h the e l e c t i o n a few weeks e a r l i e r and also 
acknowledging t h a t Abilene, w i t h i t s r a i l r o a d , was destined t o be the county's 
l a r g e s t and most important community. An u n s p e c i f i e d number of a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
f i r m s b i d on the p r o j e c t , but Commissioner's Court Minutes i n d i c a t e t h a t 
M a r t i n , Byrnes and Johnston was awarded the c o n t r a c t . This same f i r m designed 
and b u i l t the o l d Taylor County Courthouse and J a i l (NR 1979) i n B u f f a l o Gap a 
few years e a r l i e r and was also responsible f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n of numerous 
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county government b u i l d i n g s throughout the s t a t e , i n c l u d i n g the Hamilton 
County Courthouse (NR 1980) and the Palo P i n t o County J a i l (NR 1979). 

The 1884 courthouse was a m a j e s t i c 2-story b u i l d i n g w i t h a 3-story 
c e n t r a l tower. The b u i l d i n g , a prominent p h y s i c a l landmark f o r many years, 
had a V i c t o r i a n I t a l i a n a t e design and served the c i t y u n t i l 1913 when i t was 
razed t o make way f o r a new f a c i l i t y . 

The advent of r e g u l a r t r a i n s e r v i c e and the c i t y ' s d e s i g n a t i o n as the 
seat of county government enabled Abilene t o begin r e a l i z i n g i t s b i l l i n g as 
the "Future Great C i t y of West Texas." The b i r d ' s eye view of Abilene 
completed i n about 1882 portrayed the town as a small but a c t i v e community. 
By 1885, however, the c i t y was l a r g e enough t o have Sanborn f i r e insurance 
maps completed f o r the downtown area. These maps estimated the c i t y ' s 
p o p u l a t i o n t o be about 3,500. At t h a t time, a major c o n s t r u c t i o n boom was 
underway and most business establishments operated out of new wood frame 
b u i l d i n g s t h a t p r e v a i l e d throughout the downtown. Only a handful of 
businesses occupied masonry b u i l d i n g s , a t r e n d t y p i c a l f o r r a p i d l y growing 
c i t i e s l i k e Abilene. M i l l e d lumber was easy t o work w i t h and could q u i c k l y 
provide s o r e l y needed s h e l t e r f o r l o c a l c i t i z e n s and businesses. Although the 
lumber had t o be shipped by r a i l from t i m b e r i n g centers elsewhere i n Texas, i t 
was the most economical and r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l d u r i n g 
Abilene's e a r l y years. Lumber yards, as a consequence, were among the most 
important e a r l y commercial e n t e r p r i s e s . The Theo Heyck House i n northwestern 
Abilene was one of the c i t y ' s most impressive 19th century residences, 
demonstrating the importance of both the r a i l r o a d and the l o c a l c o n s t r u c t i o n 
i n d u s t r y . According t o an a r t i c l e i n the Abilene Reporter-News (March 15, 
1936), the house o r i g i n a l l y stood i n V i c t o r i a , Texas, but was dismantled and 
shipped v i a the r a i l r o a d t o Abilene where i t was r e c o n s t r u c t e d . 

By 1890, Abilene was maturing as a community. Many new residences and 
stores were b u i l t throughout the community. B r i c k became an i n c r e a s i n g l y 
popular b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l , e s p e c i a l l y f o r b u i l d i n g s erected i n the downtown 
area. These b r i c k b u i l d i n g s gave Abilene a g r e a t e r sense of permanence t o 
r e s i d e n t s and v i s i t o r s i n the T&P boom town. An a r t i c l e i n the Abilene 
Reporter-News, f o r example, commented on s i x new b r i c k b u i l d i n g s on South 
F i r s t S t r e e t which " w i l l show the c i t y t o a much b e t t e r advantage t o t r a v e l e r s 
passing through, besides h e l p i n g us t o supply the demand f o r b e t t e r business 
houses" (Abilene Reporter-News A p r i l 18, 1890). 

Hotels were also considered t o be extremely important t o the community. 
Another 1890 a r t i c l e i n the Abilene Reporter-News s t a t e d t h a t 
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no sooner had i t been announced t h a t the South side was t o have a 
$25,000 h o t e l than a number of pushing go-ahead c i t i z e n s of the 
North side organized themselves i n t o a company, w i t h a c a p i t a l 
stock of $25,000 f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n of a f i r s t - c l a s s modern h o t e l 
on t h i s side of town . . . (Abilene Reporter-News May 2, 1890). 

The exact l o c a t i o n of these h o t e l s i s not known; however, the a r t i c l e 
i n d i c a t e d not only the s i g n i f i c a n c e of the h o t e l s i n the l o c a l business 
cl i m a t e but also the north-south d i v i s i o n i n Abilene. Such competition 
c h a r a c t e r i z e d subsequent development and i s s t i l l f e l t , t o a c e r t a i n e x t e n t , 
today. 

Later t h a t year, a h o t e l was erected at the southwest corner of Cypress 
and North Second s t r e e t s and p o s s i b l y was the Northside h o t e l r e f e r r e d t o 
e a r l i e r . Known as the Windsor Ho t e l , a r e n d i t i o n of the b u i l d i n g appears i n 
the October 10, 1890 e d i t i o n of the Abilene Reporter-News. Construction of 
the Windsor generated great i n t e r e s t and enthusiasm among c i t i z e n s and i t s 
o f f i c i a l opening on November 1, 1890 was a cause f o r c e l e b r a t i o n . The h o t e l 
cost $30,000 t o c o n s t r u c t and o f f e r e d 43 rooms f o r guests. I t s a r c h i t e c t was 
a Mr. White (Abilene Reporter-News May 16, 1890; October 10, 1890). 

Abilene's p o p u l a t i o n and economy d i v e r s i f i e d d u r i n g the l a t e 19th 
century as many new people moved t o the c i t y and e s t a b l i s h e d numerous 
businesses and commercial e n t e r p r i s e s . The underpinnings of the l o c a l 
economy, however, remained f i r m l y based upon the r a i l r o a d . One of Abilene's 
e a r l i e s t and most s i g n i f i c a n t i n d u s t r i e s i n v o l v e d the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n of c a t t l e 
t o market which developed as an outgrowth of e a r l y ranching a c t i v i t i e s i n the 
r e g i o n d u r i n g the f i n a l q u a r t e r of the 19th century. 

Ranching became an important l i v e l i h o o d by the 1870s when the vast 
b u f f a l o herds were wiped out and Indians were d r i v e n from the t e r r i t o r y . As a 
consequence, Taylor and surrounding counties were r i p e f o r settlement and 
c a t t l e ranchers were among the f i r s t Anglo-Americans t o move t o t h i s p a r t of 
the s t a t e . They saw tremendous p o t e n t i a l i n the sprawling open ranges of the 
area and they soon introduced l a r g e herds from the Cross Timbers and other 
regions (Wilson 1983:8-9). The Merchant br o t h e r s and John Simpson, who were 
in s t r u m e n t a l i n Abilene's founding, were among the most successful ranchers i n 
the r e g i o n , and they envisioned Abilene, w i t h i t s r a i l r o a d , as an important 
c a t t l e shipping center i n West Texas. 

Their dreams were q u i c k l y r e a l i z e d as the short l i v e d but h i g h l y 
romanticized c a t t l e d r i v e era was coming t o a close soon a f t e r Abilene's 
establishment. C a t t l e were d r i v e n t o the new town and shipped v i a the 
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r a i l r o a d t o eastern markets. By 1881 "Abilene l a i d c l a i m t o being the most 
important center i n t h e country f o r shipping range c a t t l e " (Landers 1933:70). 
While more research i s needed t o confirm t h i s statement, Abilene was w i t h o u t 
(question an important c a t t l e shipping center i n Texas. More s i g n i f i c a n t l y , 
the town became a magnet, a t t r a c t i n g cattlemen throughout the c e n t r a l West 
Texas region because of i t s many amenities and b r i g h t f u t u r e . James H. 
Parramore, A r t h Sears, W. G. Swenson and George R. Davis were among the many 
ranchers who moved t o Abilene but kept t h e i r ranch land i n other p a r t s of the 
s t a t e . These men were p i l l a r s i n the community and c o n t r i b u t e d t o Abilene's 
o v e r a l l economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l development. Parramore, f o r example, 
was an e a r l y benefactor t o Simmons College, l a t e r Hardin-Simmons U n i v e r s i t y , 
and Swenson, a member of the S. M. Swenson clan of Stamford, Texas, was a c t i v e 
i n the l o c a l school board as w e l l as innumerable commercial ventures. 

The r a i l r o a d not only c o n t r i b u t e d t o Abilene's development i n t o a c a t t l e 
shipping center, but also encouraged many ambitious entrepreneurs t o r e l o c a t e 
and e s t a b l i s h businesses t h a t became important, t o Abilene and t o much of 
c e n t r a l West Texas. These men recognized t h a t West Texas, l a r g e l y u n s e t t l e d 
at the time, would soon be a t t r a c t i v e f o r settlement and the growing 
p o p u l a t i o n would need basic supplies and f o o d s t u f f s . Since the trade network 
was j u s t developing, these men r e a l i z e d t h a t they could open businesses t h a t 
used the r a i l r o a d t o t r a n s p o r t v i t a l goods and s e l l them through wholesale 
operations. Perhaps the t h r e e most s i g n i f i c a n t i n d i v i d u a l s t o a r r i v e during 
Abilene's e a r l y years were Ed S. Hughes, James M. Radford and Horace O. 
Wooten, each of whom founded wholesale businesses t h a t helped make Abilene an 
important d i s t r i b u t i o n center f o r much of West Texas. They also were 
responsible f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n of numerous b u i l d i n g s i n Abilene and other 
c i t i e s and were i n v o l v e d i n many other commercial endeavors. 

Ed S. Hughes was one of Abilene's most successful businessmen and h i s 
r i s e t o prominence, along w i t h t h a t of James M. Radford and Horace O. Wooten, 
i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Abilene's o v e r a l l economic, commercial and f i n a n c i a l 
growth and development. A n a t i v e of North Carolina and a graduate of 
Princeton U n i v e r s i t y , Hughes Ccune t o Abilene i n 1882. He o r i g i n a l l y was i n 
the stock r a i s i n g business but l a t e r borrowed money and entered the hardware 
business as a p a r t n e r i n the S. H. L e a v e l l Store. He subsequently acquired 
c o n t r o l l i n g i n t e r e s t i n the f i r m and renamed i t , Ed S. Hughes Company. The 
business o r i g i n a l l y operated s o l e l y as a r e t a i l and wholesale hardware 
e n t e r p r i s e but e v e n t u a l l y expanded t o i n c l u d e the s e l l i n g of automobiles 
(Studebakers) and heavy farm machinery and equipment. At i t s peak, the f i r m 
owned a 4-story b u i l d i n g on Oak S t r e e t and f i v e warehouses i n Abilene. The 
company's t r a d e t e r r i t o r y extended from Fort Worth t o E l Paso and from the Red 
River l i n e t o Waco and San Antonio. Besides owning h i s own company, Hughes 
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was president of Abilene's Farm and Merchant Bank and helped support the 
Abilene and Southern Railway Company, an independent o p e r a t i o n l a t e r acquired 
by the T&P. By the 1920s, Hughes f u r t h e r d i v e r s i f i e d h i s business i n t e r e s t s 
and became i n v o l v e d w i t h several shipping concerns i n t h e eastern United 
States. He was chairman of the board of the P h i l a d e l p h i a and N o r f o l k 
Steamship Company, pre s i d e n t and t r e a s u r e r of the Seaboard and Gulf Steamship 
Company, and pre s i d e n t of the New York Canal and Great Lakes Corp. Although 
he maintained a residence (known as "Three Acres") i n Abilene, at the corner 
of North F i r s t and Kirkwood s t r e e t s , he spent more time i n New York C i t y and 
ev e n t u a l l y changed h i s permanent residence t o t h a t m e t r o p o l i s . When Hughes 
died on January 13, 1939, a l l of Abilene mourned h i s death (Taylor County 
1923: n.p.; Webb 1952 1:860; Abilene Reporter-News A p r i l 8, 1956). 

James M. Radford operated a wholesale grocery business t h a t was claimed 
t o be "the l a r g e s t wholesale grocery company west of the M i s s i s s i p p i River." 
Radford began h i s career i n 1886 when he purchased the stock of a defunct 
grocery business i n a bankruptcy sale. He e s t a b l i s h e d the J. M. Radford 
Grocery Company and q u i c k l y expanded operations. The Abilene f a c i l i t y served 
as company headcjuarters, and branch f a c i l i t i e s were e v e n t u a l l y opened i n 23 
other c i t i e s i n c l u d i n g A m a r i l l o , Marfa and Wichita F a l l s , Texas, as w e l l as 
Roswell and Carlsbad, New Mexico. Radford's f i n a n c i a l success and business 
savvy brought a great deal of money i n t o Abilene and he invested much of h i s 
p r o f i t s back i n t o the community. He r e p o r t e d l y erected 40 b r i c k b u i l d i n g s i n 
Abilene i n c l u d i n g the Radford B u i l d i n g (razed), the Park B u i l d i n g , and the J. 
M. Radford Grocery B u i l d i n g . Many were designed by David S. Castle and 
Company, Abilene's most p r o l i f i c a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i r m . Radford's death on July 
4, 1933 marked the passing of one of T^ilene's most successful businessmen. 
His son, Omar, subse(juently took over the o p e r a t i o n (Duff and Seibt 1980:61; 
Abilene Reporter-News March 15, 1936; Abilene Reporter-News James M. Radford 
C l i p p i n g s F i l e ) . 

Horace O. Wooten, l i k e Radford and Hughes, operated a wholesale business 
headcjuartered i n Abilene. He e s t a b l i s h e d the f i r m i n 1898 and by 1906 erected 
a warehouse and o f f i c e at the northeast corner of Walnut and North F i r s t 
s t r e e t s . The business expanded r a p i d l y and r e l i e d upon the r a i l r o a d t o 
t r a n s p o r t goods t o 14 branch o f f i c e s . Wooten became one of Abilene's 
w e a l t h i e s t and most successful businessmen and erected numerous b u i l d i n g s 
i n c l u d i n g the Wooten Hotel on North T h i r d S t r e e t . Wooten died i n 1947 (Cosby 
1955:317). 

Although Hughes, Radford and Wooten chose d i f f e r e n t paths i n t h e i r 
business careers, a l l t h r e e r e l i e d h e a v i l y upon the r a i l r o a d t o achieve 
f i n a n c i a l success. The p r o f i t a b l e o p e r a t i o n of t h e i r commercial endeavors as 
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w e l l as t h e i r aggressive marketing and business p r a c t i c e s helped make Abilene 
a r e g i o n a l wholesale and d i s t r i b u t i o n center i n West Texas by the e a r l y 20th 
century. These wholesale businesses were the dominant commercial e n t e r p r i s e s 
i n Abilene, but other l o c a l businessmen e s t a b l i s h e d r e t a i l stores t h a t also 
c o n t r i b u t e d t o the l o c a l economy. Their s t o r e s , which obtained goods v i a the 
r a i l r o a d , o f f e r e d an i n c r e a s i n g l y diverse s e l e c t i o n of merchandise t o l o c a l 
r e s i d e n t s , as w e l l as t o those i n nearby communities. Merchants such as W. A. 
and George Minter, Dr. J. D. Magee, Morgan Weaver, C. E. F u l w i l e r and W i l l 
S t i t h operated businesses t h a t enjoyed considerable success. 

The c i t y ' s r a p i d growth i n the e a r l y 20th century allowed these and 
other men t o expand t h e i r operations and also encouraged others t o move t o 
Abilene and open t h e i r own businesses. As a consecjuence, the downtown bustled 
w i t h a c t i v i t y . By 1907-08 the Abilene C i t y D i r e c t o r y l i s t e d 7 dry goods, 17 
grocery, 11 c l o t h i n g and 5 hardware stores i n the c i t y . Many more b r i c k 
b u i l d i n g s were erected i n the downtown and new houses were constructed i n the 
c i t y ' s r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhoods. 

One of the h o t t e s t t o p i c s of debate represented i n the Abilene Reporter-
News dur i n g t h i s p e r i o d was the T&P depot. Various a r t i c l e s described the 
depot's symbolic importance t o the community and deplored i t s d i l a p i d a t e d 
c o n d i t i o n . The frame depot served Abilene f o r many years but leading 
c i t i z e n s , i n c l u d i n g those who worked f o r the newspaper, b e l i e v e d t h a t the 
depot should be replaced w i t h a grander, more opulent b u i l d i n g ; one more 
f i t t i n g f o r and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Abilene. 

C i v i c leaders l o bbied the T&P, and f i n a l l y i n 1907, the r a i l r o a d 
announced i t s i n t e n t i o n s t o b u i l d a new depot. As reported i n the newspaper. 

The dream of the Abilene c i t i z e n t h a t has been a nightmare f o r the 
past few years of h i s hope i s t o be r e a l i z e d . . . The new s t r u c t u r e 
i s t o be one becoming the great system which i s t o b u i l d i t and i n 
harmony w i t h the modern prosperous and progressive M e t r o p o l i s of 
West Texas where i t i s t o be located . . . I t w i l l be the best on 
the l i n e between Fort Worth and E l Paso . . . The s i g h t of the o l d 
shack which has greeted the newcomer t o Abilene and became an 
entrance f o r i t s c i t i z e n s i s t o [be] removed (Abilene Reporter-News 
September 26, 1907). 

Despite expectations t h a t the T&P would c o n s t r u c t a new depot soon a f t e r 
t h a t announcement, t h r e e years passed before the r a i l r o a d took a c t i o n . This 
delay was a cause of great concern t o l o c a l r e s i d e n t s , and some of the town's 
leaders began lobbying f o r other r a i l r o a d companies t o come t o Abilene. They 
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were p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t e r e s t e d i n the Gulf, Colorado and Santa Fe Railroad t h a t 
had extended t o Brownwood by the t u r n of the century and was making plans t o 
expand northwest. This e f f o r t t o a t t r a c t other r a i l r o a d s was deemed e s s e n t i a l 
f o r Abilene's growth and s u r v i v a l as " r a i l r o a d plans were as t h i c k as sand i n 
West Texas a i r " (Duff and Seibt 1980:183). 

F r u s t r a t e d w i t h the lack of success i n having other major r a i l r o a d s t o 
extend t h e i r l i n e s through Abilene and f a c i n g f i e r c e c o m p e t i t i o n from 
Sweetwater t o the southwest where the T&P i n t e r s e c t e d w i t h the Kansas C i t y , 
Mexico and Ori e n t ( l a t e r p a r t of the Santa Fe system) (Duff and Seibt 
1980:180), Abilene's business leaders, l e d by Ed Hughes, began t o take matters 
i n t h e i r own hands and e n l i s t e d the help of Morgan Jones, a r a i l r o a d man 
o r i g i n a l l y from Wales. 

Jones was a c t i v e i n the T&P's e a r l y westward expansion and helped 
oversee c o n s t r u c t i o n t o Fort Worth. He l a t e r was in v o l v e d w i t h the Fort Worth 
and Denver R a i l r o a d and the Wichita V a l l e y R a i l r o a d , t h e l a t t e r of which 
extended southwest from Wichita F a l l s t o Stamford about 35 miles n o r t h of 
Abilene. When some of Abilene's leading businessmen, i n c l u d i n g W. G. Swenson 
and Ed Hughes as w e l l as bankers Henry James and George Paxton, organized the 
Abilene and Northern Railway Company, they contracted w i t h Jones t o b u i l d a 
l i n e from Abilene t o Stamford, the southern terminus of the Wichita V a l l e y 
Ra i l r o a d . By December 31, 1906, the f i r s t t r a i n entered Abilene, thus 
p r o v i d i n g the c i t y w i t h another r a i l r o a d and f u l f i l l i n g Jones' c o n t r a c t u a l 
o b l i g a t i o n and f i n a n c i a l i n c e n t i v e s . The Abilene and Northern Railway Company 
was e v e n t u a l l y absorbed i n t o the Wichita V a l l e y 
System (Duff and Seibt 1980:183-185). 

The success of the Abilene and Northern Railway Company convinced Jones 
of the f e a s i b i l i t y of e s t a b l i s h i n g another r a i l r o a d , and i n 1908-09, he b u i l t 
a l i n e t h a t extended t o B a l l i n g e r where i t connected w i t h the Santa Fe 
Rai l r o a d . Jones named h i s new e n t e r p r i s e the Abilene and Southern Railway 
Company, and he and h i s f a m i l y r e t a i n e d c o n t r o l of the o p e r a t i o n u n t i l 1927, 
when they s o l d i t t o t h e T&P (Abilene Reporter-News A p r i l 8, 1956). 

The Abilene and Southern Railway Company, along w i t h the Abilene and 
Northern Railway Company, opened new t e r r i t o r y f o r l o c a l businessmen who 
expanded t h e i r o p erations. As a consecjuence, Abilene experienced continued 
growth d u r i n g the f i r s t decade of the 20th century and many changes took place 
t h a t transformed Abilene from a boom town on the r a i l r o a d t o a prosperous and 
s t a b l e community w i t h many amenities u s u a l l y associated w i t h l a r g e r and more 
es t a b l i s h e d c i t i e s . The p u b l i c school system, f o r example, erected new b r i c k 
f a c i l i t i e s , and Simmons College (now Hardin-Simmons U n i v e r s i t y ) and Childers 
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C l a s s i c a l I n s t i t u t e (now Abilene C h r i s t i a n U n i v e r s i t y ) survived shaky 
beginnings and increased t h e i r enrollment [see "Education E f f o r t s i n Abilene, 
1881-1939" w i t h i n t h i s submission f o r a more thorough discussion of l o c a l 
e ducational e f f o r t s ] . Dr. L. W. H o l l i s e s t a b l i s h e d Abilene's f i r s t s anitarium 
i n e a r l y 1904 and he was f o l l o w e d by Dr. James M. Alexander who opened another 
s a n i t a r i u m l a t e r t h a t year a f t e r c o n v e r t i n g the E. F. E l k i n s House i n t o a 
h e a l t h care f a c i l i t y (Abilene Reporter-News September 30, 1904). The 
Alexander Sanitarium, which l a t e r expanded i n t o a new b u i l d i n g , was an 
important landmark i n the community f o r many years. Other changes t h a t took 
place i n the f i r s t decade of t h i s century were the c o n s t r u c t i o n of a Carnegie 
L i b r a r y (razed) i n 1908-09, a f e d e r a l b u i l d i n g / p o s t o f f i c e (razed) i n 1902, 
and the Weather Bureau B u i l d i n g (NR 1982) i n 1908. 

One of Abilene's most c o l o r f u l innovations i n the e a r l y 20th century was 
the advent of a s t r e e t c a r l i n e and i t s o p e r a t i o n r e f l e c t e d the " b i g c i t y " 
m e n t a l i t y of c i v i c leaders. Like so many other contemporaneous changes, the 
s t r e e t c a r was c l o s e l y associated w i t h and, i n t h i s case, d i r e c t l y l i n k e d t o , 
the r a i l r o a d . When W. G. Swenson and others founded the Abilene S t r e e t 
Railway Company, the proposed route of the s t r e e t c a r generated much debate 
among l o c a l r e s i d e n t s , but everyone agreed t h a t the l i n e should begin near the 
T&P depot, the symbolic heart of the community. The o r i g i n a l r o u te began 
about 10 f e e t n o r t h of the T&P t r a c k s on Pine S t r e e t and extended northward 
toward Simmons College. The southern s e c t i o n went t o o l d F a i r Park on South 
Seventh S t r e e t . Mayor E. N. Ki r b y drove i n the f i r s t spike and a l o c a l 
newspaper covering the event wrote t h a t "Mr. Ki r b y i s a good man, a good 
c i t i z e n , a good mayor and a good lawyer but he demonstrated . . . t h a t as a 
spike d r i v e r he i s a f a i l u r e . . . i t i s not l i k e l y t h e r e w i l l be any enormous 
demand f o r the photograph taken of him w h i l e i n a c t i o n . . . " (Abilene 
Reporter-News August 14, 1908). 

Despite t h i s somewhat inauspicious beginning, work continued, and i n 
November 1908 the f i r s t s t r e e t c a r ran down the t r a c k s . W. G. Swenson, as 
president of t h e Abilene S t r e e t Railway Company, operated the car, but near 
the end of i t s f i r s t run, the brakes f a i l e d . Some of the passengers, which 
included the c i t y ' s e l i t e , s a f e l y jumped from the car. Others remained on 
board as the car continued past the t r a c k s and e v e n t u a l l y came t o r e s t i n a 
mud hole w i t h no one s e r i o u s l y i n j u r e d (Duff and Seibt 1980:153-154). 

Although t h i s and other subsequent problems were remedied, the system 
continued t o encounter d i f f i c u l t i e s throughout i t s e n t i r e o p e r a t i o n . The l i n e 
was discontinued i n 1931 and most of the t r a c k s were covered w i t h asphalt 
paving i n more recent years. 
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Abilene's s t r e e t c a r l i n e f a i l e d t o have the impact i t s backers had 
hoped; nevertheless, i t s existence was important t o the community. I t was a 
f a c t o r i n the c i t y ' s p h y s i c a l growth as neighborhoods developed i n close 
p r o x i m i t y t o i t s path and subsequent expansion tended t o r a d i a t e outward from 
the t r a c k s . The s t r e e t c a r r e f l e c t e d c i v i c leaders desires t o continue 
r e a l i z i n g the dreams of making Abilene the "Future Great C i t y of West Texas." 

The s t r e e t c a r l i n e would not have even been contemplated i f the c i t y had 
not had the c a p a c i t y t o generate e l e c t r i c i t y . The power p l a n t t h a t serviced 
the s t r e e t c a r system played a p i v o t a l r o l e i n the h i s t o r y of Abilene and other 
p a r t s of c e n t r a l West Texas. E l e c t r i c i t y f i r s t Ccune i n 1891 when the Abilene 
E l e c t r i c L i g h t and Power Company began o p e r a t i o n but c i t i z e n s d i d not f e e l i t s 
t r u e import u n t i l 1907 when a power p l a n t was constructed at the corner of 
Plum and North Fourth s t r e e t s . The p l a n t met the c i t y ' s increased demands f o r 
e l e c t r i c i t y u n t i l a f i r e destroyed the b u i l d i n g i n 1919. A new p l a n t was 
subsequently b u i l t on the east side of town, near Cedar Creek and North Second 
S t r e e t , and i t continues t o serve the community. 

As Abilene continued t o grow d u r i n g the e a r l y 20th century, some of the 
b u i l d i n g s t h a t j u s t a decade ago had been a great source of l o c a l p r i d e were 
considered u n s a t i s f a c t o r y f o r Abilene's r a p i d l y changing image. Hotels, 
s p e c i f i c a l l y , were s i n g l e d out as inadequate and unrepresentative of Abilene, 
and c i v i c leaders c a l l e d f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n of new f a c i l i t i e s . A l o c a l 
booster group, c a l l e d the 25,000 Club which had t a r g e t e d Abilene t o reach a 
p o p u l a t i o n of 25,000 by the 1910 census (Duff and Seibt 1980:146), began an 
aggressive campaign f o r a new h o t e l . Excerpts from a l e t t e r sent t o the 
25,000 Club, but i n a l l l i k e l i h o o d prepared by one of i t s members, and 
published i n the Abilene Reporter-News capture p r e v a i l i n g sentiments. I t 
s t a t e d . 

Gentlemen, I wish t o c a l l your a t t e n t i o n t o the subject of h o t e l 
accommodations of Abilene. They are inadequate and not of the k i n d 
becoming of your c i t y . The stranger gets a bad impression and i s 
not i n a humor t o f u l l y appreciate your progressive push along 
other l i n e s . Abilene could e a s i l y be made one of the g r e a t e s t 
Sunday p o i n t s f o r commercial t r a v e l e r s i n West Texas . . . These 
men t r a v e l over Texas and other s t a t e s and t h e i r p i n i o n — t h e h o t e l 
i s the most important f a c t o r i n the f o r m a t i o n — i s e i t h e r h e l p f u l or 
d e t r i m e n t a l (Abilene Reporter-News October 10, 1907). 

To r e c t i f y the s i t u a t i o n , members of the 25,000 Club c a l l e d f o r a 
$75,000 h o t e l t h a t would more e f f e c t i v e l y represent Abilene. 
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Almost two years passed before the k i n d of h o t e l the 25,000 Club 
promoted was erected. Colonel W. L. Beckman announced i n February 1909 of h i s 
plans t o b u i l d a new h o t e l which would be c a l l e d the Grace Hotel i n honor of 
h i s daughter (Abilene Reporter-News February 14, 1909). When the f a c i l i t y 
o f f i c i a l l y opened i n September of t h a t year. Col. Beckman declared " I t h i n k 
the h o t e l w i l l compare f a v o r a b l y w i t h any i n any c i t y i n Texas of Abilene's 
s i z e " (Abilene Reporter-News September 22, 1909). He also s t a t e d t h a t "the 
great advantage [ o f the Grace Ho t e l ] i s t h i s : t o u r i s t s and Northerners 
spending t h e i r w i n t e r s i n the South w i l l be drawn t o Abilene by the 
accommodations of t h i s l a r g e , handsome and w e l l - f u r n i s h e d and kept h o t e l . . . 
and [ i t ] i s only a forerunner of several of the same k i n d Abilene [ w i l l have] 
i n the next few years" (Abilene Reporter-News September 23, 1909). 

Although Beckman's p r e d i c t i o n t h a t Abilene would develop i n t o a haven 
f o r northerners d u r i n g the w i n t e r months d i d not come t r u e , he d i d accurately 
f o r e c a s t the c o n s t r u c t i o n of other l a r g e h o t e l s i n the c i t y . I n 1927 the 
H i l t o n ( l a t e r the Windsor) Hotel was completed and i n 1930 the Wooten Hotel 
was constructed. These and other h o t e l s made Abilene an important hub f o r 
businessmen throughout the r e g i o n . 

Despite f a l l i n g f a r short of the desired 25,000 census t a l l y f o r 1910, 
Abilene was a robust community w i t h a s t a b l e and d i v e r s i f i e d economy. The 
1910 census gave Abilene a p o p u l a t i o n of 9,204, an increase of almost 300 
percent from the previous decade. 

Fewer changes and slower growth took place i n the 1910s, c r e a t i n g 
concern f o r some c i t i z e n s . Local f i r m s such as the Radford and Wooten 
wholesale grocery operations continued t o prosper but r e l a t i v e l y few new 
businesses opened and the c i t y ' s p o p u l a t i o n increased only s l i g h t l y by the 
1920 census. A t o t a l of 10,274 people were re p o r t e d as r e s i d e n t s of Abilene. 

During t h i s p e r i o d , c i v i c leaders became i n c r e a s i n g l y a c t i v e and 
aggressive i n t h e i r e f f o r t s t o b r i n g more business t o Abilene. Promotional 
brochures and p u b l i c a t i o n s t o u t e d Abilene and Taylor County as an i d e a l place 
t o l i v e and work, w i t h v i r t u a l l y u n l i m i t e d p o t e n t i a l . An a r t i c l e t h a t 
appeared i n the June 28, 1914 issue of the Abilene Reporter-News, and no doubt 
intended f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n f a r beyond the immediate v i c i n i t y , revealed t h i s 
concern w i t h i n the l o c a l business community. The author of the a r t i c l e 
encouraged others t o come t o Abilene and e s t a b l i s h a c o t t o n seed o i l m i l l and 
other i n d u s t r i a l , manufacturing and commercial concerns. I n a d d i t i o n , the 
a r t i c l e provided a glimpse i n t o e x i s t i n g business c o n d i t i o n s i n Abilene and 
looked back onto the f a c t o r s t h a t c o n t r i b u t e d t o i t s s t a t u s at t h a t time. 
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But w h i l e Abilene was yet a s t r u g g l i n g v i l l a g e . . .there were those 
who comprehended the greatness of the unbounded acres of p r a i r i e land 
destined through n a t u r a l c o n d i t i o n s t o be s e t t l e d upon and accordingly 
put t h e i r goal f a r t h e r enough ahead t o launch out i n modest—another 
t r a i t of business s a g a c i t y — i n t o a business which would increase i n 
exten t w i t h the increase of p o p u l a t i o n and business . . . Abilene 
country today boasts of being the g r e a t e s t wholesale center i n Central 
West Texas. 

One of the most important l o c a l events of the decade in v o l v e d the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of a new county courthouse i n 1913-15. The o l d courthouse, b u i l t 
t h r e e years a f t e r the T&P founded Abilene, had d e t e r i o r a t e d t o such an extent 
t h a t County Commissioners recjuested a r e p o r t t o assess the i n t e g r i t y of the 
1884 b u i l d i n g . Addressing the Court on March 22, 1913, W. A. Riney, H. J. 
Bradshaw and D. A. Winter s t a t e d t h a t ". . .we f i n d the w a l l s of the b u i l d i n g 
and the b u i l d i n g i n general i n very bad c o n d i t i o n . . . The stresses t h a t have 
slowly [destroyed] the b u i l d i n g f o r years and now [show] evidence of t h e i r 
d e s t r u c t i v e work t h a t i s r a p i d l y decreasing the s a f e t y of the b u i l d i n g and 
which w i l l i n a short time wreck the s t r u c t u r e " (Commissioners Court Minutes 
[ h e r e a f t e r COM] F:593). The commissioners agreed t o b u i l d a new courthouse 
and they h i r e d C. A. Clayton on J u l y 15, 1913 t o raze the o l d b u i l d i n g w i t h i n 
45 days. Bids f o r a new b u i l d i n g were s o l i c i t e d and the plans and 
s p e c i f i c a t i o n s t h a t George Burnett of Waco prepared were selected. Contractor 
A. E. Rogers' b i d of $117,900 was the lowest the Court received and he was 
h i r e d t o c o n s t r u c t the b u i l d i n g (CCM F:617, 636). While the o l d courthouse 
was razed and the new one b u i l t , the Grace Hotel housed county governmental 
o f f i c e s . County commissioners leased the f i r s t f o u r rooms "South from the 
North East corner of [ t h e Grace H o t e l ] f a c i n g Cypress S t r e e t " (CCM F:619). By 
o f f i c i a l decree on J u l y 16, 1913, the Grace Hotel was designated the Taylor 
County Courthouse (CCM F:637). I t served i n t h a t c apacity u n t i l the Burnett-
designed f a c i l i t y was completed on May 12, 1915 (CCM G:192). 

The l a c k of growth d u r i n g the 1910s was no doubt f r u s t r a t i n g t o l o c a l 
leaders, who b e l i e v e d t h a t the many improvements of the previous decade would 
ensure continued growth and p r o s p e r i t y . Abilene had three r a i l r o a d s , a new 
passenger depot, a new h o t e l and two co l l e g e s , but these were not enough t o 
su s t a i n the r a t e of expansion Abilene p r e v i o u s l y had experienced. Surrounding 
t e r r i t o r i e s were being s e t t l e d i n grea t e r numbers and the m a j o r i t y of the 
f a m i l i e s who moved t o the r u r a l areas chose farming f o r t h e i r l i v e l i h o o d . 
They grew a v a r i e t y of a g r i c u l t u r a l goods but c o t t o n was the c h i e f and most 
p r o f i t a b l e crop. Abilene b e n e f i t t e d from increased c o t t o n p r oduction, and the 
c i t y boasted f o u r g i n s , a compress, and a c o t t o n seed o i l m i l l by the end of 
the 1910s. S t i l l , these operations were not enough t o s i g n i f i c a n t l y boost the 
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l o c a l economy. Although more remains t o be learned about Abilene during the 
1910s, two f a c t o r s p o s s i b l y c o n t r i b u t e d t o a slowdown i n the l o c a l business 
c l i m a t e . World War I , f o r obvious reasons, stunted growth i n Abilene and 
other p a r t s of the county, although i t s impact was short l i v e d and less severe 
than t h a t f e l t d u r i n g World War I I . More i m p o r t a n t l y , however, the Drought of 
1917-18 "drove so many (people] from farms t h a t Taylor County a c t u a l l y l o s t 
p o p u l a t i o n between the 1910 and 1920 census" Duff and Seibt (1980:199). The 
normally dry c l i m a t e was harsh enough i n years w i t h average amounts of 
r a i n f a l l . Thus, i t was no s u r p r i s e t h a t any abnormal shortage of water could 
have d i s a s t r o u s e f f e c t s on the l o c a l farming community. Cotton t o t a l s , which 
d e c l i n e d d r a m a t i c a l l y , provide graphic evidence of the drought's e f f e c t . I n 
1916, before the drought, 26,003 bales were ginned i n Taylor County. I n the 
f o l l o w i n g year, the county's t o t a l plummeted t o 7,284 bales and a year l a t e r 
dwindled t o 2,729 bales. By 1920, i n c o n t r a s t , county growers y i e l d e d 44,653 
bales (Texas Almanac 1925:224). 

Abilene's slow growth d u r i n g the 1910s disappointed c i v i c and business 
leaders; however, these same i n d i v i d u a l s were no doubt pleased w i t h the c i t y ' s 
r a p i d expansion i n the f o l l o w i n g decade. Abilene's p o p u l a t i o n jumped from 
10,274 i n 1920 t o 23,175 i n 1930. This tremendous increase r e s u l t e d i n the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of many new houses, stores and other b u i l d i n g s as Abilene 
a t t a i n e d s t i l l g r e a t e r s i g n i f i c a n c e as a r e g i o n a l center i n West Texas. 

Several f a c t o r s c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h i s p e r i o d of p r o s p e r i t y . The e n t i r e 
county experienced tremendous growth f o l l o w i n g the conclusion of World War I . 
As war-torn Europe s t r u g g l e d t o recover from the d e v a s t a t i o n of f o u r years of 
c o n f l i c t and d e s t r u c t i o n , new markets were opened t o the United States, 
manufacturers and farmers. I n West Texas, the f l e d g l i n g o i l i n d u s t r y began t o 
mushroom, which brought unprecedented wealth and p r o s p e r i t y t o the region. 
Continued settlement i n r u r a l areas helped West Texas more f u l l y r e a l i z e i t s 
vast a g r i c u l t u r a l p o t e n t i a l . And Abilene's s t r a t e g i c l o c a t i o n and 
a c c e s s i b i l i t y t o the expanding r a i l r o a d network were c r i t i c a l t o continued 
r e g i o n a l economic growth. 

Of a l l the f a c t o r s t h a t c o n t r i b u t e d t o Abilene's 1920s boom, none was as 
important or had as f a r reaching e f f e c t as the r i s e of the o i l i n d u s t r y . 
Although only small o i l reserves were found i n the immediate v i c i n i t y , Abilene 
developed i n t o a prominent petroleum center. Abilene became a magnet f o r o i l 
operators who selected the c i t y as a base because of i t s s t r a t e g i c l o c a t i o n , 
access t o t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ( r a i l r o a d ) and many other amenities. 

O i l was discovered i n nearby Brown County as e a r l y as 1878 but was used 
p r i m a r i l y f o r medicinal purposes. Several years passed before the many uses 
of petroleum were recognized and by the e a r l y 20th century, numerous attempts 
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were made t o d u p l i c a t e the success of the Lucas O i l Gusher at Spindletop near 
Beaumont i n 1901. By 1916 l o c a l businessmen founded the Hunch O i l and Gas 
Company and on August 16, 1916, the company pumped Taylor County's f i r s t 
commercial o i l . Despite the hopes of i t s founders, the w e l l was u n p r o f i t a b l e 
and the company f o l d e d the f o l l o w i n g year. 

The f i r s t s i g n i f i c a n t discovery of o i l i n West Texas occurred i n October 
1916 when a w e l l d r i l l e d near Ranger i n Eastland County produced 1,700 b a r r e l s 
of o i l d a i l y . The ensuing boom brought many changes t o t h a t and other 
communities, as speculators rushed t o the r e g i o n . I n 1920 o i l was discovered 
i n Breckenridge i n Stephens County, and West Texas soon became one of the 
world's l a r g e s t producers of o i l . This boom l a s t e d u n t i l the 1930s when o i l 
d i s c o v e r i e s i n East Texas sent o i l p r i c e s plummeting. This boom-bust cycle i n 
Abilene's o i l i n d u s t r y continues t o the present day (Duff and Seibt 1980:228-
239) . 

P r o s p e r i t y associated w i t h the o i l i n d u s t r y of the 1920s ushered i n an 
era of great a c t i v i t y i n Abilene. Some of the most v i s i b l e r e p r esentations of 
the o i l boom were found i n the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t . H i g h - r i s e h o t e l s 
and o f f i c e b u i l d i n g s were constructed t h a t changed the c i t y ' s s k y l i n e and gave 
Abilene a more s o p h i s t i c a t e d appearance, f e e l and character. Although these 
b u i l d i n g s i n many ways catered t o Abilene's o i l i n d u s t r y , f i n a n c i n g t h e i r 
c o n s t r u c t i o n came from e s t a b l i s h e d l o c a l sources and can also be considered an 
outgrowth or d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n of Abilene's importance as a r a i l r o a d shipping 
center. 

Dr. J. M. Alexander, a longtime Abilene p h y s i c i a n and operator of the 
Alexander Sanitarium, began a c o n s t r u c t i o n boom downtown i n t h e mid-1920s when 
he h i r e d a l o c a l a r c h i t e c t t o design the 7-story Alexander B u i l d i n g at the 
northwest corner of Pine and North F i r s t s t r e e t s . When i t opened i n 1925, the 
b u i l d i n g immediately became a prominent a r c h i t e c t u r a l landmark i n the 
community and could be seen f o r many miles (Duff and Seibt 1980:203). The 
b u i l d i n g provided much needed o f f i c e space f o r p h y s i c i a n s , lawyers, o i l 
operators and other p r o f e s s i o n a l s . 

Competition a r r i v e d j u s t t h r e e years l a t e r when the 8-story Mims 
B u i l d i n g opened at the southeast corner of Pine and North T h i r d s t r e e t s . I t s 
owners, among the c i t y ' s w e a l t h i e s t and most i n f l u e n t i a l c i t i z e n s , were W. G. 
Swenson, Horace O. Wooten and George Paxton, p r e s i d e n t of C i t i z e n ' s National 
Bank. A l l were prominent f i g u r e s i n the community long before the o i l boom 
a r r i v e d . 

Hotel accommodations were important not only t o the o i l i n d u s t r y , but 
also t o the community as a whole. Abilene's growth and increased business 
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a c t i v i t y of the 1920s r e s u l t e d i n a shortage of h o t e l space. The Grace 
remained Abilene's premier h o t e l but i t soon was inadequate t o meet changing 
needs. I n 1924 W. E. Jones, who fo u r years e a r l i e r had acquired the b u i l d i n g 
f o r $172,000, i n s t i g a t e d a $115,000 renovation of the b u i l d i n g t h a t r e s u l t e d 
i n the a d d i t i o n of a f o u r t h f l o o r . Upon completion, the Grace Hotel boasted 
100 rooms (Abilene Reporter-News March 15, 1936). 

Despite the Grace Hotel expansion, Abilene s t i l l experienced a shortage 
of h o t e l accommodations, and w i t h i n s i x years, two major h o t e l s , w i t h a 
combined t o t a l of 470 rooms, were b u i l t . While both were erected only a few 
years apart and were designed by the same a r c h i t e c t , David S. Castle, they 
were financed by d i s t i n c t l y d i f f e r e n t methods t h a t symbolized two important 
h i s t o r i c a l f o r c e s . The H i l t o n Hotel was born through the e f f o r t s of several 
i n d i v i d u a l s , i n c l u d i n g George Paxton, W. J. F u l w i l e r , W. G. Swenson, John 
Guitar and others. These men formed the Abilene Hotel Company and r a i s e d 
$250,000 through the sale of common stock (Duff and Seibt 1980:205). Conrad 
H i l t o n of nearby Cisco was h i r e d t o run the business which opened i n 1927 
under the name H i l t o n H o t e l . The Wooten Hotel began operations three years 
l a t e r and, i n c o n t r a s t t o the H i l t o n H o t e l , was financed by an i n d i v i d u a l , 
wholesale grocer and i n v e s t o r Horace O. Wooten (Abilene Reporter-News March 
15, 1936). These b u i l d i n g s were the l a r g e s t and among the most important i n 
Abilene f o r almost h a l f a century. 

The h o t e l s and o f f i c e b u i l d i n g s of the 1920s were obvious p h y s i c a l 
landmarks i n the community but another e q u a l l y important yet f a r less opulent 
b u i l d i n g was also b u i l t i n Abilene i n t h i s decade; t h i s b u i l d i n g was the new 
power p l a n t f o r West Texas U t i l i t i e s [WTU] Company When company o f f i c i a l s 
made a formal announcement of i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n i n November 1919, the s t o r y 
made headline news i n the l o c a l newspaper. "New $700,000 Plant W i l l Be 
Erected i n Abilene Soon," the Abilene Reporter-News declared i n i t s November 
5, 1919 e d i t i o n . The u t i l i t y company chose a s i t e on the east side of town 
near Cedar Creek and the Wichita V a l l e y Railway. This l o c a t i o n was d e s i r a b l e 
because "a spur from the Wichita V a l l e y w i l l f u r n i s h adequate shipping 
f a c i l i t i e s . " The p l a n t was b u i l t t o f u r n i s h e l e c t r i c i t y , not only t o Abilene, 
but also f o r Stamford, Merkel, Hamlin, Anson and Cisco (Abilene Reporter-News 
November 5, 1919). When the complex was completed i n 1920, Abilene had 
enhanced i t s p o s i t i o n as the region's most s i g n i f i c a n t c i t y . 

Abilene's municipal government undertook several b u i l d i n g p r o j e c t s 
during the 1920s, i n c l u d i n g the paving of the c i t y ' s b u s i e s t s t r e e t s . A 
municipal auditorium was b u i l t i n 1927 on F a i r Park grounds i n the southwest 
p a r t of t h e c i t y . A new f i r e s t a t i o n was b u i l t at 402 Cedar and another at 
441 B u t t e r n u t ; substations were also erected at 1902 South Eleventh and at 
1601 Orange s t r e e t s (Abilene Reporter-News March 15, 1936). These f a c i l i t i e s 
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provided adequate f i r e p r o t e c t i o n f o r the many new homes and neighborhoods 
b u i l t and developed d u r i n g Abilene's boom of the 1920s. 

I n d i v i d u a l craftsmen, carpenters and lumber companies b u i l t most of the 
r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g s , but the town's w e a l t h i e s t c i t i z e n s h i r e d one of the two 
prominent a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i r m s based i n Abilene. David S. Castle and Company 
was the most p r o l i f i c and many of the f i r m ' s o r i g i n a l drawings are i n the 
possession of T i t t l e , Luther and Loving, a present day a r c h i t e c t u r e f i r m . 
Nichols and Campbell were c h i e f competitors of Castle's, and w h i l e they 
apparently received f a r fewer commissions, they designed several important 
b u i l d i n g s i n Abilene, i n c l u d i n g the Minter House at 340 Beech and the 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n B u i l d i n g on the 1929 Ccm:ipus of Abilene C h r i s t i a n U n i v e r s i t y . 
Although the two f i r m s o f t e n competed w i t h one another, they d i d c o l l a b o r a t e 
on the 1931 Taylor County J a i l at the northwest corner of Pecan and South 
Fourth s t r e e t s . 

Other f a c t o r s t h a t c o n t r i b u t e d t o Abilene's growth of the 1920s include 
the founding of McMurry College i n 1923, Simmons College becoming Simmons 
U n i v e r s i t y i n 1925 and Abilene C h r i s t i a n College, f o r m e r l y C h i l d e r s C l a s s i c a l 
I n s t i t u t e , moving t o new grounds on the east side of town. The West Texas 
B a p t i s t Sanitarium, l a t e r known as Hendrick Memorial H o s p i t a l , opened i n 1924 
and, along w i t h the Alexander Sanitarium, helped make Abilene an important 
medical center i n West Texas. 

Despite these many successes, Abilene d i d experience at l e a s t one major 
disappointment. As e a r l y as 1917, the State L e g i s l a t u r e hoped t o e s t a b l i s h a 
West Texas A. & M. College but the idea was dropped before any serious 
attempts were made t o implement the p r o j e c t . The plan was r e s u r r e c t e d i n 192 3 
and 37 communities, i n c l u d i n g Abilene, sought t o o b t a i n the i n s t i t u t i o n , then 
being c a l l e d Texas Technological College. Each of the c i t i e s t o u t e d 
themselves as the i d e a l s i t e but many r e s i d e n t s of Abilene were convinced t h a t 
t h e i r s was the best. Already the c i t y boasted t h r e e p r i v a t e colleges and the 
a d d i t i o n of a s t a t e supported c o l l e g e would make Abilene the undisputed 
educational center f o r a vast region i n the s t a t e . Although p r e s e n t i n g an 
a t t r a c t i v e and appealing package, Abilene was not selected and Lubbock was 
chosen instead. 

The Great Depression of the 1930s brought Abilene's previous p e r i o d of 
growth and p r o s p e r i t y t o a dramatic h a l t , and r e l a t i v e l y l i t t l e new 
c o n s t r u c t i o n took place. The l a r g e s t and most s i g n i f i c a n t b u i l d i n g p r o j e c t s 
i n v o l v e d the expenditure of p u b l i c monies t h a t pumped f e d e r a l d o l l a r s i n t o the 
community. Ground was broken f o r a new Post O f f i c e and Federal B u i l d i n g on 
March 22, 1935. I t was b u i l t f o r a c o n s t r u c t i o n cost was $267,500 and was 
completed the f o l l o w i n g year. Another f e d e r a l l y funded p r o j e c t was the 
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r a i s i n g of the T&P's r a i l r o a d grade and the c o n s t r u c t i o n of underpasses t o a i d 
the flow of v e h i c u l a r t r a f f i c on Abilene's i n c r e a s i n g l y automobile congested 
s t r e e t s . The A u s t i n Bridge Company of Dallas undertook the p r o j e c t , which 
cost $288,750. Other f e d e r a l monies, channeled through the Works P r o j e c t 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , were spent on school improvements. The most s i g n i f i c a n t was 
the c o n s t r u c t i o n of a new school f o r l o c a l black c h i l d r e n (Abilene Reporter-
News March 15, 1936). The school was l a t e r severely a l t e r e d and e v e n t u a l l y 
vacated by t h e school d i s t r i c t . The b u i l d i n g p r e s e n t l y houses Abilene's Head 
S t a r t Prograun. 

With the 1930s proving t o be a p e r i o d of l i t t l e growth, the p r i c e of 
l o c a l l y produced goods dropped i n value. The r e s u l t i n g loss i n consumer 
spending power h u r t r e t a i l e r s and many businesses closed. Some f i r m s , such as 
the wholesale grocery oper a t i o n s , survived but t h e i r sales d i d not expand as 
q u i c k l y as had been hoped or p r o j e c t e d . The town's p o p u l a t i o n increased 
s l i g h t l y i n the 10 year p e r i o d . I n 1930, the census bureau reported 23,175 
re s i d e n t s i n Abilene, w h i l e a decade l a t e r 26,612 c i t i z e n s were t a l l i e d . 

The end of the Great Depression i n the l a t e 1930s and e a r l y 1940s, as 
w e l l as the advent of World War I I , marked a t u r n i n g p o i n t i n Abilene's 
h i s t o r y . The r a i l r o a d , which had p r e v a i l e d as the s i n g l e most i n f l u e n t i a l 
f a c t o r i n t h e c i t y ' s growth, began t o wane i n importance as Abilene and the 
r e s t of the n a t i o n embraced the automobile i n the post-World War I I era. To 
compensate, Abilene's economy turned i n c r e a s i n g l y t o o i l , b r i n g i n g huge 
p r o f i t s i n boom periods and the p o t e n t i a l f o r comparable losses d u r i n g 
declines i n o i l p r i c e s . The r a i l r o a d t r a c k s are s t i l l a prominent p h y s i c a l 
landmark but t h e i r l i m i t e d use i s symbolic of t h e i r reduced s i g n i f i c a n c e i n 
the community. 
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EDUCATIONAL EFFORTS IN ABILENE, 1881-1939 

Throughout most of i t s h i s t o r y , Abilene has been an important center f o r 
education i n the vast regions of West Texas. The c i t y p r e s e n t l y boasts three 
i n s t i t u t i o n s of higher l e a r n i n g : Hardin-Simmons U n i v e r s i t y , Abilene C h r i s t i a n 
U n i v e r s i t y and McMurry College, whose i n f l u e n c e and s i g n i f i c a n c e extend f a r 
beyond the c i t y l i m i t s of Abilene. A l l are church supported and were founded 
before 1939. With a combined enrollment of more than 8,000, these i n s i t u t i o n s 
enable Abilene t o c l a i m one o f , i f not t h e , highest student per c a p i t a r a t i o s 
i n West Texas. These i n s t i t u t i o n s and the l o c a l school d i s t r i c t have 
c o n t r i b u t e d t o the c i t y ' s s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l environment and have been an 
important f a c t o r i n the c i t y ' s p h y s i c a l growth and development. Abilene's 
colleges and u n i v e r s i t i e s have been the subject of numerous h i s t o r i e s , books, 
a r t i c l e s and other p u b l i c a t i o n s . These references (Richardson 1964; Morris 
and Leach 1953) should be consulted f o r a more complete h i s t o r y of each 
i n s t i t u t i o n . The p u b l i c school system, however, has not been researched i n 
great depth and t h i s submission w i l l discuss the subject i n more d e t a i l . 

Public Schools 
Although Abilene i s best known i n educational c i r c l e s f o r i t s p r i v a t e , 

church a f f i l i a t e d c o l l e g e s , the c i t y ' s p u b l i c school system has supervised and 
i n s t r u c t e d l o c a l youths since the town's founding i n 1881. Education was 
considered such a high p r i o r i t y t h a t one of the town founders, J. Stoddard 
Johnston, set aside p r o p e r t y f o r a school a t the northwest corner of North 
T h i r d and Cedar s t r e e t s when the town was e s t a b l i s h e d (Duff and Seibt 
1980:157). Classes i n i t i a l l y were held i n a t e n t but l a t e r convened i n a 2-
room fraime b u i l d i n g erected on the aforementioned s i t e i n 1883. The c i t y ' s 
growth soon r e q u i r e d the establishment of another school on Abilene's south 
side by 1885. That same year the Taylor County Judge, who e a r l i e r had assumed 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the school's o p e r a t i o n , t r a n s f e r r e d these d u t i e s t o the 
c i t y . Colonel J.H. Cole, a n a t i v e of Sherman, Texas, and a confederate 
veteran, was subsecjuently selected as the f i r s t superintendent of schools and, 
d u r i n g h i s f o u r year tenure, g r e a t l y enhanced the development of p u b l i c 
education i n Abilene (Roberson 1951:46-48). His primary c o n t r i b u t i o n s 
included accommodating increased student enrollment, h i r i n g several new 
i n s t r u c t o r s and expanding school c u r r i c u l a and classes. His papers are 
a v a i l a b l e at the Barker Texas H i s t o r y Center at the U n i v e r s i t y of Texas at 
A u s t i n . 

The c i t y ' s f i r s t permanent educational f a c i l i t y , conceived by Colonel 
Cole, was a 2-story b r i c k high school t h a t stood near the southwest corner of 
South F i r s t and Peach s t r e e t s . B u i l t f o r $10,000, the school opened on 
January 6, 1890 and generated great p r i d e among the townspeople (Roberson 
1951:48-49) . 

Although l o c a l school o f f i c i a l s intended t o use the b u i l d i n g e x c l u s i v e l y 
as a high school, continued p o p u l a t i o n growth and increased student enrollment 
forced elementary classes t o be held i n the high school b u i l d i n g . As a 
consequence, the school board decided t o b u i l d a new elementary school on the 
c i t y ' s n o r t h side, and on J u l y 18, 1891 property near the southeast corner of 
Orange and North Eighth s t r e e t s was secured and selected as the s i t e f o r the 
new school. Another elementary school was b u i l t on the c i t y ' s south side, 
near the southeast corner of South Ninth and Chestnut s t r e e t s . Both 
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f a c i l i t i e s , named a p p r o p r i a t e l y the North and South Ward schools, were frame 
b u i l d i n g s t h a t served the community u n t i l 1902 when 3-story b r i c k schools were 
b u i l t on t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e s i t e s . 

To ease classroom crowding, l o c a l school o f f i c i a l s decided t o b u i l d a 
new high school i n 1909 w h i l e John H. Burnett was superintendent. I t was 
erected one block south of the o l d high school t h a t was subsequently razed. 
The new b u i l d i n g was a magnificent e d i f i c e w i t h Georgian Revival d e t a i l i n g and 
was an a r c h i t e c t u r a l gem i n the community. 

I n 1917 Roland D. Green replaced J.L. Brooks as superintendent of l o c a l 
schools and h i s appointment marked the beginning of a p i v o t a l era i n Abilene's 
p u b l i c educational program. During h i s 20 year tenure, ending w i t h h i s death 
i n 1937, Green s u c c e s s f u l l y d e a l t w i t h numerous problems the school d i s t r i c t 
encountered. His c o n t r i b u t i o n s are many but h i s legacy i s best remembered by 
the system's aggressive b u i l d i n g program of the 1920s, which r e l i e v e d 
pressures t h a t r a p i d growth created. Green worked w i t h the school board and 
garnered support f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n of nine new school b u i l d i n g s , a l l but 
one of which l o c a l a r c h i t e c t David S. Castle designed. Green c o n t r i b u t e d t o 
an o v e r a l l improvement i n the (Quality of education c u r r i c u l a f o r the schools 
and added v o c a t i o n a l , shop and home economics classes (Roberson 1951:53). 

Green's f i r s t b u i l d i n g p r o j e c t included the replacement of the 1902 ward 
schools and the small frame school i n the College Heights development of no r t h 
Abilene. The a r c h i t e c t , c o n t r a c t o r and l e g a l agreement i n v o l v i n g the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of these b u i l d i n g s are not s p e c i f i c a l l y referenced i n school 
board minutes. However, David S. Castle presented plans f o r the new school 
b u i l d i n g s at a June 6, 1921 meeting of the Board and, t h e r e f o r e , i s believed 
t o be t h e i r designer. 

Funding f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the schools reached a c r i t i c a l phase by 
e a r l y 1922. The C i t y of Abilene, which s t i l l r e t a i n e d some c o n t r o l over the 
school system, was short $25,000, according t o Mayor Dallas Scarbrough at the 
board's February 16 meeting. W. G. Swenson, a member of the board and a 
prominent businessman and banker i n the community, s u c c e s s f u l l y arranged f o r a 
loan and c o n s t r u c t i o n resumed. Work was completed by the f a l l session when 
the o l d ward schools subsequently were demolished. The f a c i l i t y t h a t replaced 
the Old North Ward School was named the Lcunar School w h i l e the South Ward 
School became the Tr a v i s School. The Old College Heights School was moved t o 
the east side of town and used as the c i t y ' s only educational f a c i l i t y f o r 
blacks (Abilene School Board Minutes Vol. 11:7, 21, 29, 33). 

I n 1923 school o f f i c i a l s decided t o b u i l d a new high school near the 
s i t e of the 1890 f a c i l i t y . David S. Castle was r e t a i n e d as a r c h i t e c t , and the 
Walsh and Barney Company was h i r e d as general c o n t r a c t o r . Before the 
b u i l d i n g ' s completion, f i r e g u t t e d the 1909 high school, f o r c i n g p r i n c i p a l 
L.E. Dudley and other school o f f i c i a l s t o use the new b u i l d i n g before i t s 
completion. This d e c i s i o n delayed c o n s t r u c t i o n e f f o r t s and work continued at 
a slower than a n t i c i p a t e d pace. The board f o r m a l l y accepted the new high 
school on A p r i l 11, 1924 (Abilene School Board Minutes Vol. 11:63, 79). 

The f i r e caused much daunage t o the o l d high school but r e p o r t s by two 
l o c a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i r m s concluded t h a t i t was salvageable. They recommended 
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t h a t the b u i l d i n g be renovated and subsequently used t o replace the 
d i l a p i d a t e d Central Ward School t h a t stood nearby. The board h i r e d Nichols 
and Campbell, one of the f i r m s t h a t assessed the b u i l d i n g ' s s t r u c t u r a l 
i n t e g r i t y , t o supervise renovation e f f o r t s . Work was completed d u r i n g the 
1924-25 school session and the Old C e n t r a l Ward School was demolished d u r i n g 
the Christmas holidays (Abilene School Board Minutes Vol. 11:93, 95, 99). 

I n the waning days of the 1924-25 school year. Superintendent Green 
presented a s t a t u s r e p o r t on a l l the d i s t r i c t ' s schools. He l i s t e d a l l 
f a c i l i t i e s and the nutnber of teachers f o r each, i n c l u d i n g the High School-25 
teachers. C e n t r a l Ward School-22 teachers, T r a v i s School-12 teachers, Lamar 
School-9 teachers. College Heights-6 teachers. Colored School-4 teachers (R. 
B. Black, p r i n c i p a l ) . Green also recommended t h a t an auditorium and a new 
wing be added t o the high school and t h a t two new ward schools, each w i t h 10 
rooms, be b u i l t . The board concurred and h i r e d David S. Castle t o design the 
b u i l d i n g s (Abilene School Board Minutes Vol. 11:111-112). 

The new ward schools were named V a l l e y View and A l t a V i s t a (Abilene 
School Board Minutes Vol. 11:117). Local newspapers monitored t h e i r 
c o n s t r u c t i o n and an i n t e r v i e w w i t h Superintendent Green, published on January 
1, 1926, described ongoing c o n s t r u c t i o n e f f o r t s . Of g r e a t e r s i g n i f i c a n c e , 
however, the a r t i c l e addressed important issues concerning the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
of l o c a l schools. Green s t a t e d . 

The two new b u i l d i n g s w i l l r e l i e v e our present congestion. We 
want t o work out a plan whereby we can keep a l l primary students, 
i n c l u d i n g students up t o the f o u r t h or f i f t h grades, from having 
t o cross the r a i l r o a d t o go t o school. There are l o t s of students 
on the n o r t h side t h a t have t o cross i t now and we want t o avoid 
t h a t i n the f u t u r e i f i t i s p o s s i b l e (Abilene Reporter-News 
January 1, 1926). 

The congestion t h a t Green r e f e r r e d t o was the d i s t r i c t ' s g r e a t e s t 
dilemma of the 1920s and the school board found i t s e l f i n an almost constant 
b a t t l e t o meet increased demands f o r more teachers and classroom space. The 
school board acknowledged the problem as e a r l y as 1924, forming a committee t o 
make t e n t a t i v e plans f o r a b u i l d i n g program. Two years l a t e r , members of the 
l o c a l chapter of the Lion's Club, a men's business and s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , 
studied past enrollment p a t t e r n s and concluded t h a t "based upon the average 
increase i n attendance f o r the past four years, the C i t y should provide . . . 
one ten-room b u i l d i n g per year . . . " f o r the next f i v e years (Abilene School 
Board Minutes Vol. 11:139). 

This recommendation served as the basis f o r the d i s t r i c t ' s b u i l d i n g 
program f o r the remainder of the 1920s although i t s scope was somewhat less 
ambitious than o r i g i n a l l y planned. Two new schools. Locust and F a i r Park, 
were b u i l t i n 1927 and 1929, r e s p e c t i v e l y . They were constructed i n what was 
the c i t y ' s f a r south and southwest neighborhoods and f u l f i l l e d basic needs i n 
areas t h a t were experiencing r a p i d development. Three e x i s t i n g schools. 
College Heights, T r a v i s and the High School, were enlarged i n those same 
years. A l l of these p r o j e c t s , save one, were awarded t o David S. Castle. His 
competitor, Nichols and Campbell, served as a r c h i t e c t of the Locust School. 
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The r a t e of growth d e c l i n e d d u r i n g the 1930s as the l o c a l economy cooled 
down from the f r e n z i e d pace of the previous decade. For the school d i s t r i c t , 
i t was a time f o r c o n s o l i d a t i o n , a l l o w i n g school o f f i c i a l s an o p p o r t u n i t y t o 
r e d i r e c t t h e i r p r i o r i t i e s and t o less h u r r i e d l y plan f o r f u t u r e needs. Bet t e r 
f a c i l i t i e s f o r the black students became an important concern and the 
d i s t r i c t ' s only major b u i l d i n g p r o j e c t of the 1930s was the c o n s t r u c t i o n of a 
modern b r i c k school i n the c i t y ' s only predominantly black neighborhood. I t 
i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o note, however, t h a t funding f o r the school's c o n s t r u c t i o n 
came by way of the f e d e r a l government and the Works Progress A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
(Abilene Reporter-News March 15, 1936.) 

The new school was very important t o Abilene's black coiranunity and 
represented an important triumph i n e f f o r t s t o improve educational 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r black youths. This s t r u g g l e began soon a f t e r the town's 
founding. As e a r l y as 1885, 15 black students attended l o c a l schools. A 
separate school f o r blacks opened f i v e years l a t e r and i t s establishment 
r e f l e c t e d the segregated p o l i c i e s t h a t p r e v a i l e d u n t i l the mid-20th century. 
The f i r s t school f o r blacks was a small frame b u i l d i n g t h a t included a l l 
grades. J. L. A l l e n served as teacher (Roberson 1951:50). This b u i l d i n g was 
used u n t i l i t s replacement w i t h the o l d College Heights School t h a t was moved 
i n 1921. 

Although an improvement over the previous f a c i l i t y , t h i s b u i l d i n g was 
s t i l l l a r g e l y inadequate and c o n d i t i o n s remained crowded u n t i l the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of the WPA funded school i n 1936. This b u i l d i n g served the black 
community u n t i l recent years when l o c a l schools were i n t e g r a t e d . I t i s 
p r e s e n t l y used f o r the l o c a l Headstart Prograun. 

WPA monies of the 1930s were also used t o fund improvements t o other 
schools i n the community i n c l u d i n g Locust, T r a v i s , F a i r Park, V a l l e y View, 
A l t a V i s t a , Lamar and the High School. 

Hardin-Simmons U n i v e r s i t y 
By the l a t e 1880s, c i t i z e n s of Abilene desired t o e s t a b l i s h an 

i n s t i t u t i o n f o r higher l e a r n i n g i n t h e i r community. I n 1888 Judge Henry 
Sayles approached Reverend G.W. Smith, the pastor of the l o c a l B a p t i s t church, 
and proposed t h a t the B a p t i s t s i n i t i a t e the necessary a c t i o n . Such prominent 
B a p t i s t laymen as James H. Parramore, Clabe Merchant, K.K. Legett and W i l l 
Young discussed t h i s new prospect, and by 1890, a committee Pastor Smith 
organized. Attorney Legett and J.S. Williamis presented the c o l l e g e proposal t o 
the Sweetwater B a p t i s t A s s o c i a t i o n . Although the president of Baylor 
U n i v e r s i t y , Dr. R.C. Burleson, opposed the idea of another B a p t i s t c o l l e g e i n 
Texas, the A s s o c i a t i o n approved the request and appointed a committee w i t h the 
necessary powers t o complete the p r o p o s i t i o n . 

The committee accepted an o f f e r of land i n Abilene from Otto W. Steffens 
and Associates. The agreement consisted of a 16 acre p l o t n o r t h of Abilene's 
o r i g i n a l town s i t e , as w e l l as cash c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o t a l i n g $10,000. K.K. 
Legett d r a f t e d a c h a r t e r f o r the school t o be named Abilene B a p t i s t College 
and t r u s t e e s were appointed, subject t o the Sweetwater B a p t i s t Association's 
approval. 
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The cornerstone of the f i r s t b u i l d i n g of the c o l l e g e was l a i d on J u l y 4, 
1891, and the b u i l d i n g was completed i n February 1892. Although the c i t y 
expressed tremendous enthusiasm f o r the new c o l l e g e , funds f o r the necessary 
equipment and s t a f f t r i c k l e d i n slowly. Dr. James B. Simmons, a New York 
B a p t i s t m i n i s t e r , gave generously t o the school, and on behalf of h i s support, 
the t r u s t e e s renauned the i n s t i t u t i o n Simmons College. The foundation 
agreement between the school and the m i n i s t e r emphasized t h a t the co l l e g e 
would be C h r i s t i a n i n i t s teaching and nature but would allow students from 
d i f f e r e n t creeds and b e l i e f s the o p p o r t u n i t y t o e n r o l l . 

The f i r s t session opened i n September 1892 w i t h 90 p u p i l s . Rev. W.C. 
F r i l e y served as pr e s i d e n t of the new i n s t i t u t i o n . Simmons College o f f e r e d 
classes f o r elementary and high school students as w e l l as work at the college 
l e v e l . Although many c i t i z e n s questioned the q u a l i t y of teaching, everyone 
boasted of the town's academic accomplishment. 

During the presidency of Dr. G.O. Thatcher, successor t o Rev. F r i l e y , 
the c o l l e g e made s u b s t a n t i a l progress. Courses i n l i t e r a t u r e , music, a r t and 
e l o c u t i o n were a v a i l a b l e . Dr. O.C. Pope was president from 1898 t o 1901 and 
was replaced by Rev. J.C. H a i r f i e l d who served u n t i l 1902. Under the 
presidency of Dr. Oscar H. Cooper (1902-1909), a prominent educator of the 
day, Simmons College added t h r e e years t o the course of study and o f f e r e d 
bachelor of a r t s degrees. His a d m i n i s t r a t i o n added four new b u i l d i n g s t o the 
campus. 

Under J e f f e r s o n Davis Sandefer, president from 1909 t o 1940, Simmons 
College experienced growth and development as never before. The student body 
increased, the p l a n t enlarged and a s i g n i f i c a n t endowment was e s t a b l i s h e d . I n 
May 1925, the t r u s t e e s aimended the c h a r t e r and the c o l l e g e became known as 
"Simmons U n i v e r s i t y . . . w i t h power t o confer degrees . . . t o a u n i v e r s i t y 
of the f i r s t c l a s s . " Once a t t a i n i n g u n i v e r s i t y s t a t u s i n 1925, the school 
o f f e r e d master of a r t s degrees. By the f a l l of 1927, Simmons U n i v e r s i t y was 
admitted i n t o the Southern A s s o c i a t i o n of Secondary Schools and Colleges and 
the American A s s o c i a t i o n of Colleges. 

The school also i n f l u e n c e d the c i t y ' s p h y s i c a l development as i t s 
l o c a t i o n on the northern o u t s k i r t s of town encouraged the development of new 
neighborhoods and the c o n s t r u c t i o n of new houses between the school and the 
o r i g i n a l town s i t e . College Heights S u b d i v i s i o n i s one of several a d d i t i o n s 
surveyed and p l a t t e d near the i n s t i t u t i o n . 

With the Great Depression of the 1930s, Simmons U n i v e r s i t y s t r u g g l e d 
f i n a n c i a l l y . I n the s p r i n g of 1934, p h i l a n t h r o p i s t s Mr. and Mrs. John G. 
Hardin of o i l r i c h Burkburnett, made s i g n i f i c a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o the 
u n i v e r s i t y . School t r u s t e e s subsequently voted t o change the name of the 
school t o Hardin-Simmons U n i v e r s i t y i n r e c o g n i t i o n of the Hardins' generosity. 

As the c o l l e g e grew s t e a d i l y , i t received nationwide academic a t t e n t i o n . 
The u n i v e r s i t y developed i n t o a campus of 40 acres w i t h 12 b u i l d i n g s , 
i n c l u d i n g two gymnasiums, a swimming pool, and a presid e n t ' s home. Judge 
Crane of Sweetwater donated funds t o increase the l i b r a r y f a c i l i t y . Friends 
of the u n i v e r s i t y enlarged the endowment t o a sum of $1.3 m i l l i o n by 1949. 
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By September 1949, 25,000 students had e n r o l l e d f o r c r e d i t at Hardin-
Simmons U n i v e r s i t y and over 4,000 degrees had been conferred. About 75 
percent of these students l i v e d w i t h i n a 100 mile r a d i u s of Abilene, but the 
u n i v e r s i t y also included students from some 20 other s t a t e s . 

Dr. W.R. White succeeded t o the presidency on the death of Dr. Sandefer 
i n 1940. Since then, the school has been headed by Dr. Rupert Richardson 
(1943-53), Dr. Evan A l l a r d R e i f f (1953-62), Dr. James H. Landes (1963-66), Dr. 
Elwin L. S k i l e s (1966-77) and, since 1977, Dr. Jesse C. F l e t c h e r . 

Abilene C h r i s t i a n College 
At the t u r n of the 20th century, A.B. Bar r e t , a Tennessee Church of 

C h r i s t preacher, dreaimed of e s t a b l i s h i n g an i n s t i t u t i o n f o r higher l e a r n i n g i n 
a West Texas town. As he preached and taught at Southwestern C h r i s t i a n 
College at Denton, Texas, he decided t o s t a r t a c o l l e g e f o r young people t o 
receive r e l i g i o u s i n s t r u c t i o n according t o the Church of C h r i s t f a i t h and t o 
be t r a i n e d i n academic f i e l d s . A f t e r v i s i t i n g w i t h some leaders of the Church 
of C h r i s t i n Abilene, B a l l i n g e r and San Angelo, Barret decided t o l o c a t e the 
school i n Abilene. 

Barret a r r i v e d i n Abilene on December 23, 1905. A f t e r r e c e i v i n g the 
approval of the l o c a l Church of C h r i s t i n the summer of 1906, B a r r e t , W.H. 
Free and others began t o d r a f t the c h a r t e r f o r the new school. Attorney J.M. 
Wagstaff f i l e d the c h a r t e r w i t h the county c l e r k on September 10, 1906, and 
the t r u s t e e s , A.F. McDonald, W.H. Free, T.G. Moore, J.S. Manly and J.P. Sharp, 
adopted i t i n November. 

Colonel J.W. Chi l d e r s conveyed h i s house and f i v e acre t r a c t t o Barret 
at a p r i c e s u b s t a n t i a l l y below market value. I n r e t u r n , the school became 
known as the Chi l d e r s C l a s s i c a l I n s t i t u t e and the home doubled as Barret's 
residence and a dormitory. A f t e r securing enough f i n a n c i a l support from West 
Texas communities. Barret contracted an $8,000 b u i l d i n g t o house classrooms 
t h a t were completed by September 11, 1906 when the c o l l e g e held i t s opening 
assen\bly. A.B. Barret served as the f i r s t p r e s i d e n t and h i s c o l l e g e 
classmate, Charles H. Roberson, acted as s e c r e t a r y / t r e a s u r e r . Childers 
C l a s s i c a l I n s t i t u t e d e f i n e d i t s aims i n the f i r s t c a t a l o g : "This school i s 
destined t o give boys and g i r l s such mental and moral t r a i n i n g as w i l l f i t 
them f o r d u t i e s of l i f e . We b e l i e v e t h a t the t r u e need of education i s the 
development of character and of the i n t e l l e c t , and not the memorization of 
f a c t s . " 

On opening day, 25 students e n r o l l e d i n the elementary and high school 
c u r r i c u l u m even though the course of study extended through two years of 
col l e g e work. During the f i r s t session, approximately 92 students e n r o l l e d . 
The i n i t i a l f a c u l t y members were Ai l e e n Gotten (Mrs. T.P. Davidson), Evelyn 
C a r r o l , James F. Cox, Edwin F. Hoover, Mamie Rattan and L u c r e t i a Creath. 

I n 1908 A.B. Barret resigned t o become president of Southwestern 
C h r i s t i a n College i n Denton, Texas. H.C. Darden succeeded him, fo l l o w e d by 
R.L. Whiteside and James F. Cox. With the frequent changes of presidency, the 
school made l i t t l e progress u n t i l 1912 when Jesse P. Sewell became pr e s i d e n t , 
serving f o r the next twelve years. By t h i s time, the school was known as 
"Abilene C h r i s t i a n College" even though the name never o f f i c i a l l y changed 
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u n t i l 1920. I n 1914, i t earned j u n i o r c o l l e g e a c c r e d i t a t i o n and on September 
23, 1919, i t a t t a i n e d four year standard senior c o l l e g e a c c r e d i t a t i o n . As the 
enrollment enlarged t o 700, twelve more b u i l d i n g s were constructed on the 
campus. 

B a t s e l l B. Baxter replaced Sewell as president i n 1924 and served i n 
t h a t c apacity u n t i l 1932. Baxter oversaw dramatic changes f o r the school, as 
increased enrollment exerted new pressures upon school a d m i n i s t r a t o r s . The 
o r i g i n a l caunpus near North F i r s t and Kirkwood s t r e e t s became crowded f o l l o w i n g 
Sewell's aggressive b u i l d i n g campaign. As a consequence, school leaders 
deemed i t necessary t o seek more r o o m — e i t h e r by expanding onto a d j o i n i n g 
property or moving t o an e n t i r e l y new campus a l t o g e t h e r . 

These e a r l y expansion e f f o r t s were l a r g e l y unnoticed or considered 
i n s i g n i f i c a n t by l o c a l c i v i c leaders. However, when the school was approached 
by other communities t h a t o f f e r e d both land and f i n a n c i a l i n c e n t i v e s f o r the 
college's r e l o c a t i o n , Abilene's business leaders responded and presented the 
school w i t h a l a r g e cash o f f e r . The college's leaders accepted and 
subsequently purchased a l a r g e t r a c t of land east of the o r i g i n a l town s i t e , 
near the o l d headquarters of the Hashknife Ranch. 

The purchase of t h i s p r o p e r t y presented school o f f i c i a l s a v a r i e t y of 
o p t i o n s . Since the new campus would use only a small p o r t i o n of the land, 
they decided t o survey remaining sections and d i v i d e t h i s land i n t o l o t s and 
blocks. Sales of these l o t s would generate revenues f o r the school and thus 
ensure f i n a n c i a l s t a b i l i t y . The plan was ambitious and appeared t o s a t i s f y 
the college's constant s t r u g g l e f o r f i n a n c i a l s e c u r i t y . The scheme pos s i b l y 
would have worked except the stock market crash of 1929 and the ensuing years 
of depressed economic c o n d i t i o n s thwarted the plan. 

James F. Cox returned as president i n 1932, s e r v i n g u n t i l 1941. During 
h i s term, Abilene C h r i s t i a n College s u f f e r e d from the e f f e c t s of the 
Depression, i n c r e a s i n g i t s debt t o $300,000. The unsuccessful r e a l e s t a t e 
scheme depleted the c o l l e g e of much needed funds; however, J.E. McKinzie, 
H o l l i s Manly, J.S. Arledge, J.C. Reese and other mettibers of the board of 
t r u s t e e s contacted p h i l a n t h r o p i s t s Mr. and Mrs. John G. Hardin of Burkburnett, 
Texas, who subsequently awarded a g i f t of $160,000 t o the school. Thus 
cleared of i t s debt, the c o l l e g e looked toward the f u t u r e f o r expansion and 
growth. 

I n 1941, Don H. M o r r i s , v i c e p r e s i d e n t , was promoted t o the presidency 
advancing the school i n s i z e and c u r r i c u l a . I n 1944 the c o l l e g e added an 
a g r i c u l t u r a l department w i t h a 25 acre experimental farm o f f e r i n g a f u l l 
degree i n a g r i c u l t u r e , one of the few denominational colleges t o o f f e r t h i s 
type of t r a i n i n g . Students received the bachelor of a r t s and the bachelor of 
science degrees i n 20 f i e l d s of study and Abilene C h r i s t i a n College conferred 
a l l teaching c e r t i f i c a t e s law p e r m i t t e d . 

I n 1969 Cox t u r n e d the presidency over t o Dr. John Stevens who increased 
the enrollment and l e d e f f o r t s t o change the i n s t i t u t i o n ' s naune t o Abilene 
C h r i s t i a n U n i v e r s i t y . The school i s p r e s e n t l y undertaking a l a r g e b u i l d i n g 
prograun t h a t d r a m a t i c a l l y changed the p h y s i c a l character of the campus. 
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McMurry College 
The i n i t i a l idea of McMurry College i s c r e d i t e d t o Dr. J.W. Hunt who i n 

1914 was appointed t o pastor the new St. Paul Methodist Church i n Abilene. By 
1916, he served as p r e s i d e n t of the s t r u g g l i n g Methodist c o l l e g e at nearby 
Stamford, Texas, improving the school's f i n a n c i a l c o n d i t i o n d r a s t i c a l l y . A 
f i r e destroyed the main b u i l d i n g i n 1918 f o r c i n g Dr. Hunt t o t r a n s f e r back t o 
St. Paul's. Nevertheless, h i s two years at the school convinced him t h a t 
Abilene should e s t a b l i s h a Methodist c o l l e g e . 

At f i r s t . Dr. Hunt lacked the town's support but he subsequently 
garnered backing from l o c a l businessmen of a l l denominations. I n a d d i t i o n , he 
secured the support of Bishop W. F. McMurry, p r e s i d i n g bishop of the Methodist 
conference. 

When the Northwest Texas Methodists conference met i n 1920, Dr. Hunt 
discussed h i s proposal at the session. The members of the Conference voted t o 
e s t a b l i s h a c o l l e g e . T ^ i l e n e was chosen because l o c a l c i t i z e n s pledged t o 
r a i s e $300,000, donate a 40 acre campus, give perpetual f r e e water r i g h t s f o r 
the campus and extend the s t r e e t car l i n e t o the campus. Furthermore, the 
c o l l e g e was named McMurry College a f t e r Bishop McMurry. The Methodist board 
e l e c t e d Dr. Hunt as p r e s i d e n t and appointed 39 t r u s t e e s t o serve on the board, 
although not a l l held t o the Methodist denomination. Horace O. Wooten acted 
as the f i r s t p r e s i d e n t of the board, Henry Jam:ies as v i c e p r e s i d e n t , and W.J. 
F u l w i l e r as s e c r e t a r y / t r e a s u r e r . 

Construction began i n A p r i l of 1922 on the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n b u i l d i n g and 
d o r m i t o r i e s f o r men and women, and from i t s very beginning, McMurry College 
ranked as a Class A j u n i o r c o l l e g e i n a l l aspects. The college's f i r s t 
session occurred on September 20, 1923 w i t h 191 students studying i n the high 
school and c o l l e g e departments. I t operated as a j u n i o r c o l l e g e f o r i t s f i r s t 
t h r e e years. The i n s t i t u t i o n gained a c c r e d i t a t i o n as a senior c o l l e g e i n 1925 
when the t r u s t e e s conferred the bachelor of a r t s degree. The f i r s t seniors 
graduated i n 1926. McMurry continued t o meet the requirements of the State 
Department of Education, the General Education Board of the church, and the 
A s s o c i a t i o n of Texas Colleges t h a t c l a s s i f i e d the school as a f i r s t class 
school f o r the year 1924-25. By 1930, the bachelor of science degree was 
o f f e r e d and the master of education i n 1951. 

Dr. Hunt served McMurry as president u n t i l h i s death i n 1934. Dr. O.P. 
Clark acted as i n t e r i m p r e s i d e n t b r i e f l y before Dr. C.Q. Smith was named t o 
the post. Dr. Smith increased the enrollment, renovated each b u i l d i n g on 
campus, and guided the c o l l e g e through the f i n a n c i a l l y u n c e r t a i n years of the 
1930s. With Dr. Smith's r e s i g n a t i o n i n 1935, Rev. T. W. Bradham was appointed 
president but he served f o r only t h r e e years. Dr. Frank L. Turner was h i s 
successor. 

The modern campus developed under Dr. Harold G. Cooke, president from 
1943 t o 1958. I n 1946 the c o l l e g e housed the records of the f o u r e a r l i e r 
Methodist c o l l e g e s : Stamford College (1907-18), Clarendon College (1899-1927), 
Seth Ward College (1910-16) of Plainview, Texas and Western College of 
A r t e s i a , New Mexico. During the same year, McMurry College o f f e r e d 11 
departments of study and obtained a f f i l i a t i o n w i t h the A s s o c i a t i o n of American 
Colleges. The statement of purpose of McMurry College from 1935 s t i l l holds 
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true today: "McMurry College i s maintained for the purpose of providing for 
the undergraduate student a Christian atmosphere where he may obtain a l i b e r a l 
or specialized education. The course of study i s adopted t o afford t r a i n i n g 
for culture and d i s c i p l i n e through i n s t r u c t i o n , harmonious development, and 
the formation of sound character." 
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See text that begins with Continuation Sheet F-1 (Education) for a 
f u l l discussion of the property types associated with the h i s t o r i c 
context about education. 

Significance 

See Continuation Sheet F-1 (Railroads) or F-1 (Education) 

IV. Registration Requirements 

See Continuation Sheet F-1 (Railroads) or F-1 (Education) 

[X]see continuation sheet 

H s e e continuation sheet for additional property types 



G. Summary of Identification and Evaluation Methods 

Discuss the methods used In developing the multiple property listing. 

See text that begins with Continuation Sheet G-1 for a Summary of the I d e n t i f i c a t i o n 
and Evaluation Methods used i n developing t h i s multiple property l i s t i n g . 

[x1 See continuation sheet 

H. Major Bibliographical References 

See text that begins with Continuation Sheet H-1 for a complete l i s t i n g of the Major 
Bibliographical References used i n developing t h i s multiple property l i s t i n g . 

Pxl See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional documentation: 

Exl State historic preservation office [ x ] Local government 
Other State agency University 

I I Federal agency t H Other 

Specify repository: Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission, Aust in , Texas 
City of Abilene and Abilene Preservation League, Abilene, Texas 

I. Form Prepared By 
name/title David Moore, wi th Ed Galloway and Ralph Newlan (assistance from Amy Dase, THC) 
organization HarHy-Hprk-Mnnrfi date June, 1989; July, 1990 
street & numhftr 2112 R i o Grande telephone 51 7 /478 -8014 
city or town A u s t i n state Texas zip code 78705 



HPS Fom- IMOO. OUB Apprw* No I01400,» 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number ^ Page ^ (Railroads) 

COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS  

D e s c r i p t i o n 

The p r o p e r t y type, Commercial B u i l d i n g s , includes a diverse c o l l e c t i o n 
of b u i l d i n g s w i t h v a r y i n g forms, m a t e r i a l s , c o n s t r u c t i o n techniques and 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l ornamentation. Extant examples include s t o r e s , o f f i c e 
b u i l d i n g s , t h e a t e r s , banks, warehouses and se r v i c e s t a t i o n s . A t o t a l of 267 
Commercial B u i l d i n g s were included i n the 1988-89 h i s t o r i c resources survey. 
This f i g u r e represents approximately f i v e percent of the t o t a l number of 
i d e n t i f i e d h i s t o r i c p r o p e r t i e s . Without question, the vast m a j o r i t y of these 
commercial b u i l d i n g s were b u i l t i n the 1920s, when Abilene experienced 
tremendous economic growth and p r o s p e r i t y . 

Despite t h e i r many d i f f e r e n c e s , these b u i l d i n g s share many a s s o c i a t i v e 
q u a l i t i e s t h a t d i s t i n g u i s h them from others i n the c i t y and j u s t i f y t h e i r 
grouping under a s i n g l e p r o p e r t y type. F i r s t and foremost, they housed 
businesses i n v o l v e d i n the buying, s e l l i n g or t r a d i n g of goods and services, 
a l l of which helped make Abilene one of West Texas' most important r e t a i l and 
commercial centers. Some l o c a l businesses serviced markets t h a t s t r e t c h e d f a r 
beyond the c i t y l i m i t s of Abilene and thus are h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t f o r 
much of West Texas and eastern New Mexico. I n a d d i t i o n , these b u i l d i n g s are 
d i r e c t l y associated w i t h the c i t y ' s most dynamic businessmen who were 
prominent i n Abilene's p o l i t i c a l , s o c i a l , educational and c u l t u r a l c i r c l e s . 
Commercial B u i l d i n g s are also c l o s e l y l i n k e d t o the r a i l r o a d , because 
v i r t u a l l y a l l businesses r e l i e d h e a v i l y on r a i l s e r v i c e as a means t o 
t r a n s p o r t goods t o or from t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e b u i l d i n g s . As a consequence, most 
economic a c t i v i t y occurred i n close p r o x i m i t y t o the r a i l r o a d and Commercial 
B u i l d i n g s were erected nearby. Much of t h i s development was a n t i c i p a t e d and 
d e l i b e r a t e l y planned. The o r i g i n a l t o w n s i t e included narrow, deep l o t s t h a t 
f r o n t e d onto North F i r s t , South F i r s t and Pine s t r e e t s , which are adjacent t o 
or i n t e r s e c t w i t h the r a i l r o a d . These s t r e e t s s t i l l represent the heart of 
Abilene's commercial center. Economic growth d u r i n g the e a r l y and mid-20th 
century r e s u l t e d i n the expansion of commercial development along a d j o i n i n g 
thoroughfares, such as Cedar, Cypress, Walnut, Oak and Bu t t e r n u t s t r e e t s , but 
nonetheless remained w i t h i n a short distance of the r a i l r o a d . 

Besides t h e i r many a s s o c i a t i v e q u a l i t i e s . Commercial B u i l d i n g s i n 
Abilene share numerous p h y s i c a l a t t r i b u t e s . Most of these b u i l d i n g s have a 
recta n g u l a r plan, p r o v i d i n g the most e f f i c i e n t y et f l e x i b l e use of i n t e r i o r 
space, and are l i k e l y t o f e a t u r e masonry c o n s t r u c t i o n w i t h b r i c k load bearing 
w a l l s . Several extant b u i l d i n g s of the 1920s and 1930s u t i l i z e r e i n f o r c e d 
concrete s t r u c t u r a l systems. Frame b u i l d i n g s w i t h wood s i d i n g or stuccoed 
f i n i s h are also seen l o c a l l y but are less common. Abilene's Commercial 
B u i l d i n g s range i n si z e from one t o 14 s t o r i e s but are r a r e l y over two s t o r i e s 
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i n h e i g h t . Most Commercial B u i l d i n g s abut sidewalks on the f r o n t and o f t e n 
share common w a l l s w i t h a d j o i n i n g b u i l d i n g s ( e s p e c i a l l y among those t h a t house 
r e t a i l businesses), which creates a h i g h l y concentrated environment. Canopies 
and awnings t y p i c a l l y extend from the t o p p o r t i o n of the f i r s t f l o o r over the 
sidewalks, p r o t e c t i n g patrons from adverse weather c o n d i t i o n s . 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l i n g and ornamentation can vary g r e a t l y , depending on 
the b u i l d i n g ' s age, use and f u n c t i o n . Owners of r e t a i l establishments, f o r 
example, o f t e n consider the e x t e r i o r of t h e i r s tores as a means t o a t t r a c t 
a t t e n t i o n and t y p i c a l l y have r i c h a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l s a p p l i e d t o t h e i r 
s t o r e f r o n t s . Warehouses, on the other hand, are used p r i m a r i l y f o r storage 
and d i s t r i b u t i o n purposes and tend t o have l i t t l e noteworthy a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
ornamentation. Of course, exceptions e x i s t , e s p e c i a l l y among those t h a t 
housed Abilene's most successful wholesale businesses t h a t sometimes d i s p l a y 
outstanding craftsmanship and a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l i n g . 

Much of the c i t y ' s h i s t o r i c commercial a r c h i t e c t u r e was b u i l t d u ring the 
boom of the 1920s and can be found w i t h i n t e r r i t o r y roughly bounded by 
Treadaway Boulevard, North S i x t h , Hickory, Elm, and South F i f t h s t r e e t s . This 
area encompassed the c e n t r a l p o r t i o n of the o r i g i n a l town and remained equally 
accessible from a l l p o i n t s i n the c i t y u n t i l r a p i d development and suburban 
sprawl g r e a t l y changed Abilene's p h y s i c a l s i z e d u r i n g the l a s t t h r e e decades. 
Numerous other Commercial B u i l d i n g s stand along major a r t e r i e s such as 
B u t t e r n u t , North and South F i r s t , and Grape s t r e e t s , j u s t beyond the core or 
c i t y center. I s o l a t e d Commercial B u i l d i n g s are found throughout the c i t y ' s 
r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhoods. 

Owners of Commercial B u i l d i n g s i n Abilene (and elsewhere i n the United 
States) have t o deal w i t h pressures and problems t h a t are r a r e l y f e l t i n other 
p a r t s of the c i t y , and these c o n d i t i o n s profoundly impact the o v e r a l l upkeep 
and i n t e g r i t y of l o c a l h i s t o r i c cortmercial p r o p e r t i e s . While many s u r v i v e , 
e s p e c i a l l y i n the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t , other Commercial B u i l d i n g s have 
been razed t o make way f o r new b u i l d i n g s or t o al l o w the s i t e t o be used as a 
parking l o t . Few blocks i n downtown Abilene s t i l l c l a i m u n i n t e r r u p t e d rows of 
h i s t o r i c Commercial B u i l d i n g s , i n c o n t r a s t t o the pre-World War I I era when 
such a c o n d i t i o n was the r u l e r a t h e r than the exception. Moreover, these same 
owners o f t e n operated shops and stores out of the b u i l d i n g s and, i n order t o 
sur v i v e i n a co m p e t i t i v e business environment, have t o be s e n s i t i v e t o 
changing t a s t e s and trends i n the merchandise and services t h a t they o f f e r e d . 
The need t o remain contemporary, fashionable and up t o date f r e q u e n t l y 
extended i n t o perceptions regarding the a e s t h e t i c s and appearance of 
Commercial B u i l d i n g s . As a r e s u l t , p e r i o d i c remodeling, renovation and 
"modernization" became common p r a c t i c e , e s p e c i a l l y a f t e r World War I I when the 
automobile, suburban expansion and the subsequent advent of shopping malls l e d 
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t o a severe d e c l i n e i n the economic h e a l t h of the downtown. I n response, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y d u r i n g the 1950s and 1960s, many l o c a l s t o r e owners upgraded 
t h e i r business houses; such p r o j e c t s o f t e n were not p a r t i c u l a r l y s e n s i t i v e t o 
h i s t o r i c a r c h i t e c t u r a l elements. Common a l t e r a t i o n s i n c l u d e the a p p l i c a t i o n 
of n o n - h i s t o r i c e x t e r i o r f i n i s h e s (stucco, aluminum), the removal of h i s t o r i c 
f a b r i c , and the enclosing or replacement of o r i g i n a l window and door openings. 
When the o i l boom of the 1970s pumped s u b s t a n t i a l amounts of money i n t o the 
l o c a l economy, owners of many Commercial B u i l d i n g s renovated t h e i r r espective 
b u i l d i n g s t o help "improve" the o v e r a l l appearance and t o demonstrate t h e i r 
increased wealth. The i n s t a l l a t i o n of t i n t e d f i x e d glass windows was a 
t y p i c a l change made dur i n g t h i s p e r i o d . 

Because the pr o p e r t y type. Commercial B u i l d i n g s , i s a such broad 
category and includes a wide v a r i e t y of b u i l d i n g s , subtypes have been 
i d e n t i f i e d t o b e t t e r understand the many kinds of b u i l d i n g s t h a t f a l l w i t h i n 
t h i s c l a s s i f i c a t i o n . Such categories enable a more i n depth a n a l y s i s t o 
evaluate the r e l a t i v e s i g n i f i c a n c e of s i m i l a r p r o p e r t i e s . D i s t i n g u i s h i n g 
f e a t u r e s i n c l u d e use, p h y s i c a l f e a t u r e s , s t y l i s t i c i n f l u e n c e s and d e t a i l i n g , 
geographic p a t t e r n s and periods i n which the b u i l d i n g s were erected. Subtypes 
of Commercial B u i l d i n g s presented i n t h i s submission are R e t a i l Stores, 
Warehouses, Hotels, Depots and Service S t a t i o n s . A l l f i t w i t h i n the broadly 
defined Commercial B u i l d i n g s property type, but have a t t r i b u t e s t h a t are 
unique unto themselves. 

A d e s c r i p t i o n of the p h y s i c a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s as w e l l as a discussion of 
the h i s t o r i c a l and a r c h i t e c t u r a l s i g n i f i c a n c e of each i d e n t i f i e d subtype 
f o l l o w s . R e g i s t r a t i o n Requirements f o r Commercial B u i l d i n g s as a property 
type concludes t h i s s e c t i o n of the nomination. The R e g i s t r a t i o n Requirements 
describe s p e c i f i c c o n d i t i o n s t h a t must be met f o r an example of any subtype of 
Commercial B u i l d i n g s t o be nominated t o the N a t i o n a l Register. 

COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS: R e t a i l Stores  
D e s c r i p t i o n 

R e t a i l stores are, w i t h o u t question, the most common subtype of 
Abilene's Commercial B u i l d i n g s . The vast m a j o r i t y are concentrated i n the 
c i t y ' s c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t , although o t h e r s , such as neighborhood 
grocery s t o r e s , are found i n other sections of the c i t y . As the name 
connotes, r e t a i l stores house businesses t h a t s e l l goods or provide services 
i n b u i l d i n g s erected s o l e l y or p r i m a r i l y f o r these reasons. This subtype 
includes dry goods, grocery, c l o t h i n g , hardware, department and other stores 
t h a t o f f e r merchandise d i r e c t l y t o the consumer. 

Abilene's r e t a i l s t o r e s , as a whole, d i s p l a y a wide v a r i e t y of s t y l i s t i c 
d e t a i l i n g , f e a t u r e s and in f l u e n c e s but few can be considered as examples of 
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"high s t y l e " or "academic" a r c h i t e c t u r e . As a consequence, Richard 
Longstreth's typology provides an e f f e c t i v e way t o analyze and evaluate the 
myriad of forms and types of r e t a i l stores i n the c i t y . Most are e i t h e r 1- or 
2-part commercial blocks, as defined by Longstreth i n The B u i l d i n g s of Main 
S t r e e t ; A Guide t o American Commercial A r c h i t e c t u r e (1987). One-part 
Commercial B u i l d i n g s are 1-story b u i l d i n g s whose f r o n t s i n c l u d e only a s i n g l e 
component. Two-part b u i l d i n g s , which are more common, are m u l t i - s t o r y 
b u i l d i n g s w i t h a c l e a r l y d e l i n e a t e d demarcation between the ground and upper 
f l o o r s . Often the ground l e v e l i s used f o r r e t a i l purposes and upper f l o o r s 
are used f o r o f f i c e s , storage, or l i v i n g q u a r t e r s . 

Abilene's r e t a i l stores have many p h y s i c a l a t t r i b u t e s t h a t d i s t i n g u i s h 
them from other l o c a l subtypes. V i r t u a l l y a l l are re c t a n g u l a r i n plan and 
conform t o the s i z e of the l o t or l o t s on which they stand. R e t a i l stores i n 
the downtown are u s u a l l y row b u i l d i n g s sharing common or p a r t y w a l l s . A few 
r e t a i l stores stand as detached, f r e e standing b u i l d i n g s . Some were b u i l t 
t h a t way; ot h e r s , however, fo r m e r l y were row b u i l d i n g s but a d j o i n i n g b u i l d i n g s 
were razed and replaced w i t h p a r k i n g l o t s or newer f r e e standing commercial 
b u i l d i n g s . The row of f l o o r j o i s t holes or gaps along newly exposed w a l l 
surfaces i n d i c a t e s t h a t these h i s t o r i c b u i l d i n g s p r e v i o u s l y shared p a r t y 
w a l l s . 

Most l o c a l r e t a i l s t ores are 1- or 2-story b u i l d i n g s w i t h b r i c k load 
bearing w a l l s , but a small number of b u i l d i n g s are three or four s t o r i e s i n 
heig h t . The r o o f s are almost always f l a t and have t a r and g r a v e l as r o o f i n g 
m a t e r i a l s . R e t a i l stores have double or s i n g l e door entrances as w e l l as 
large f i x e d windows on the ground f l o o r t o d i s p l a y goods and merchandise. A 
row of transoms above the window and door openings i s a common f e a t u r e of 1-
s t o r y b u i l d i n g s . M u l t i - s t o r y b u i l d i n g s have r e g u l a r l y spaced windows i n the 
upper f l o o r s and these windows t y p i c a l l y are double hung w i t h wood sashes. 

E x t e r i o r s t y l i s t i c d e t a i l i n g i s almost always l i m i t e d t o w a l l s t h a t face 
the s t r e e t . Thus, the f r o n t e l e v a t i o n of a b u i l d i n g i n the middle of a block 
i s the only w a l l t h a t has d i s t i n c t i v e a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l i n g . B u i l d i n g s 
occupying corner l o t s , on the other hand, t y p i c a l l y have noteworthy 
ornamentation on both f r o n t and side e l e v a t i o n s w i t h s t r e e t exposures. 
S t y l i s t i c d e t a i l i n g i s e i t h e r a p p l i e d t o the e x t e r i o r surfaces or incorporated 
i n t o the o v e r a l l s t r u c t u r a l design. D e t a i l i n g i s most evident i n parapets, 
window or door treatments, or i n the w a l l s . Although f e a t u r e s associated w i t h 
several d i f f e r e n t a r c h i t e c t u r a l expressions are seen on l o c a l r e t a i l s t o r e s , 
the most common s t y l i s t i c i n f l u e n c e s are C l a s s i c a l R e v i v a l , Renaissance 
Revival, Gothic Revival and, t o a lesser e x t e n t , Spanish C o l o n i a l Revival 
s t y l e s . 
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Few of Abilene's r e t a i l stores remain u n a l t e r e d since the time of t h e i r 
o r i g i n a l c o n s t r u c t i o n and such a t r e n d i s common throughout Texas and the r e s t 
of the country. The very nature of r e t a i l businesses r e q u i r e s s t o r e owners t o 
be s e n s i t i v e t o e v o l v i n g t a s t e s among consumers. This d e s i r e t o stock modern 
and fashionable goods o f t e n s p i l l e d over i n t o a t t i t u d e s about the b u i l d i n g s i n 
which the r e t a i l businesses operated. The i n s t a l l a t i o n of new windows or 
doors, or the a p p l i c a t i o n of f a l s e f r o n t s o f t e n was regarded as a way t o 
appear up t o date. At t h e very l e a s t , these a l t e r a t i o n s changed the 
appearance of r e t a i l s t ores causing consumers and p o t e n t i a l customers t o take 
note and, as the s t o r e owners hoped, would generate more business. Many of 
these a l t e r a t i o n s are severe and compromise the a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y of 
h i s t o r i c r e t a i l s t o r e s . The a p p l i c a t i o n of stucco or the removal of o r i g i n a l 
windows and doors represents major a l t e r a t i o n s t h a t i n many cases are 
r e v e r s i b l e . 

S i g n i f i c a n c e 
R e t a i l stores can be e l i g i b l e f o r the N a t i o n a l Register under C r i t e r i a 

A, B or C. They are r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Abilene's development i n t o an important 
r e t a i l center i n the reg i o n ( C r i t e r i o n A) and a t t r a c t e d people from smaller 
communities throughout c e n t r a l West Texas. R e t a i l stores were an i n t e g r a l 
p a r t of the c i t y ' s economy and generated tremendous revenue f o r s t o r e owners 
who o f t e n invested much of t h e i r p r o f i t s back i n t o the community. 

R e t a i l stores are also associated w i t h i n d i v i d u a l s who a t t a i n e d great 
wealth and prominence from t h e i r commercial operations. These men and women 
became leaders i n the community and many served i n e l e c t e d p o s i t i o n s on the 
c i t y c o u n c i l and/or the school board. Several gave l i b e r a l l y t o the three 
p r i v a t e colleges i n the c i t y and others c o n t r i b u t e d t o Abilene's p h y s i c a l 
development. They planned and financed new a d d i t i o n s and su b d i v i s i o n s t o the 
c i t y and they also erected other b u i l d i n g s , such as h o t e l s and o f f i c e 
b u i l d i n g s , t h a t are prominent landmarks today. As a consequence, r e t a i l 
s tores can be e l i g i b l e under C r i t e r i o n B. 

R e t a i l stores can have a r c h i t e c t u r a l s i g n i f i c a n c e ( C r i t e r i o n C) and can 
be noteworthy examples of a p a r t i c u l a r s t y l e , type or form. Since none of 
Abilene's e a r l i e s t r e t a i l s t ores s u r v i v e i n an u n a l t e r e d s t a t e , the b u i l d i n g s 
most l i k e l y t o be nominated t o the Na t i o n a l Register f o r t h e i r a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
m e r i t s are those b u i l t i n the 20th century. David S. Castle and Company, the 
c i t y ' s most successful a r c h i t e c t , designed many of these b u i l d i n g s , and 
noteworthy examples of h i s work could be e l i g i b l e f o r the N a t i o n a l Register 
under C r i t e r i o n C. 
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COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS: Warehouses  
D e s c r i p t i o n 

Warehouses comprise another p r o p e r t y type c l o s e l y associated w i t h 
r a i l r o a d s and Abilene's development i n t o a r e g i o n a l commercial and 
d i s t r i b u t i o n center. Warehouses are low, sprawling b u i l d i n g s , u s u a l l y one or 
two s t o r i e s i n h e i g h t , t h a t encompass se v e r a l , i f not a l l , l o t s i n a c i t y 
block. Because of f i r e hazards, they are u s u a l l y constructed w i t h b r i c k or 
r e i n f o r c e d concrete, although some are frame b u i l d i n g s w i t h wood s i d i n g or 
metal c l a d e x t e r i o r s . F l a t r o o f s are common, e s p e c i a l l y on b r i c k warehouses, 
but gable r o o f s can be found on some metal c l a d b u i l d i n g s . I n d i v i d u a l 
companies and businesses use warehouses t o s t o r e merchandise. I n c o n t r a s t t o 
r e t a i l stores where merchandise i s displayed f o r consumers and a l i m i t e d 
i n v e n t o r y i s maintained, warehouses are not intended f o r customers and c l i e n t s 
and, t h e r e f o r e , tend t o be u t i l i t a r i a n and s t r a i g h t forward i n t h e i r design. 
I n i s o l a t e d instances, these b u i l d i n g s have noteworthy a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l i n g 
and orncimentation. Warehouses t y p i c a l l y have small, subdued entrances t h a t 
are a more f u n c t i o n a l and less o v e r t a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s . Awnings and 
canopies are r a r e l y , i f ever, used except on the f r o n t entrance. Double hung 
and casement windows are most common and are small when compared t o the 
d i s p l a y windows and transoms of other types of Commercial B u i l d i n g s such as 
r e t a i l s t o r e s . R a i l r o a d t r a c k s are f r e q u e n t l y found nearby, extending t o 
warehouse loading docks on secondary e l e v a t i o n s . Large, broad openings allow 
q u a n t i t i e s of goods t o be brought i n t o or out of the b u i l d i n g . I n t e r i o r s are 
vast and spacious w i t h l i m i t e d o f f i c e space. D e t a i l i n g , l i k e w i s e , i s l i m i t e d 
because of the p r a c t i c a l use of these b u i l d i n g s . 

Warehouses are c l o s e l y associated w i t h the r a i l r o a d and enabled 
merchants and business t o stock raw and f i n i s h e d goods p r i o r t o or a f t e r r a i l 
shipment. These b u i l d i n g s stand i n close p r o x i m i t y t o the r a i l r o a d and are 
serviced by the main l i n e or a secondary spur. Warehouses t y p i c a l l y occupy 
s t r a t e g i c corners t h a t are r e a d i l y accessible by both the r a i l r o a d and c i t y 
s t r e e t s . Warehouses, e s p e c i a l l y those of the pre-World War I I p e r i o d , are 
concentrated near the c i t y ' s downtown area, ensuring easy access t o the l o c a l 
commercial and r e t a i l center. Warehouses i n Abilene are p r i m a r i l y i n the 
eastern s e c t i o n of t h e o r i g i n a l t o w n s i t e , an area t h a t extends from North 
Eighth S t r e e t t o South F i f t h S t r e e t . 

Because these b u i l d i n g s are r a r e l y used t o a t t r a c t business, warehouses 
are less l i k e l y t o have experienced p u r e l y a e s t h e t i c " f a c e l i f t remodeling" 
t h a t r e t a i l stores more t y p i c a l l y experience. A l t e r a t i o n s and a d d i t i o n s are 
completed t o make the b u i l d i n g more usable w i t h l i t t l e regard f o r m a i n t a i n i n g 
the a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y of these b u i l d i n g s . L i k e l y a l t e r a t i o n s include 
completely or p a r t i a l l y enclosing windows and secondary entrances t o p r o t e c t 
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stored goods from the elements or t o f u r t h e r safeguard the b u i l d i n g and i t s 
contents from f i r e , t h e f t and other hazards. 

S i g n i f i c a n c e 
Warehouses can be e l i g i b l e f o r the Nation a l Register under C r i t e r i a A, B 

or C. They are c l o s e l y l i n k e d w i t h the r a i l r o a d and Abilene's development 
i n t o the primary commercial and shipping center i n c e n t r a l West Texas and, 
t h e r e f o r e , are important t o broad p a t t e r n s i n the h i s t o r y of a la r g e s e c t i o n 
of the s t a t e . Warehouses enable wholesale, manufacturing and r e t a i l 
businesses t o s t o r e t h e i r goods before or a f t e r r a i l shipment and, as a 
consequence, are an i n t e g r a l component i n the l o c a l and r e g i o n a l economy. 
Some of the warehouses i n Abilene housed commercial and wholesale ventures 
t h a t were tremendously successful and served as the base of operations f o r 
e n t e r p r i s e s t h a t opened branch f a c i l i t i e s i n c i t i e s throughout West Texas. 
These businesses u t i l i z e d the r a i l r o a d since i t provided cheap t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
t o many p r e v i o u s l y i s o l a t e d communities and expanded the t r a d e market. 

Warehouses are also associated w i t h many i n f l u e n t i a l business leaders i n 
the cotwnunity and provided an economic base f o r these i n d i v i d u a l s t o take 
prominent r o l e s i n Abilene's development. The wealth t h a t these entrepreneurs 
acquired from t h e i r business allowed them t o make s i g n i f i c a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o 
the c i t y ' s p h y s i c a l , economic and c u l t u r a l development. For example, one of 
Abilene's most successful wholesale merchants erected a 16-story h o t e l 
b u i l d i n g t h a t remains a prominent p h y s i c a l and a r c h i t e c t u r a l landmark i n the 
community. Another was a prominent p o l i t i c a l leader, s e r v i n g a t various times 
throughout h i s c i v i c career on the c i t y c o u n c i l and the school board. Some 
gave l i b e r a l l y t o one of the th r e e colleges founded i n Abilene during the l a t e 
19th and e a r l y 20th century and helped ensure t h e i r continued and successful 
o p e r a t i o n . S t i l l others became in v o l v e d i n r e a l e s t a t e development, 
e s p e c i a l l y d u r i n g Abilene's boom of the 1920s. 

Ae s t h e t i c c o n s i d e r a t i o n s g e n e r a l l y were of lesser importance t o the 
owners of warehouses, which tended t o be r e l a t i v e l y u t i l i t a r i a n and s t r a i g h t 
forward i n design. Nonetheless, these b u i l d i n g s sometimes d i s p l a y outstanding 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l ornamentation and craftsmanship and can be e l i g i b l e f o r the 
Nationa l Register under C r i t e r i o n C. Prominent a r c h i t e c t s , such as l o c a l 
designer David S. Castle, were h i r e d t o b u i l d some of the warehouses t h a t 
would r e f l e c t the success and p r o s p e r i t y of the businesses t h a t occupied them. 
Warehouses w i t h a r c h i t e c t u r a l s i g n i f i c a n c e are l i k e l y t o have ornate masonry 
work i n the parapet and window and door d e t a i l i n g , e s p e c i a l l y on those 
e l e v a t i o n s t h a t faced c i t y s t r e e t s . 
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COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS: Depots and R a i l r o a d - r e l a t e d S t r u c t u r e s  
D e s c r i p t i o n 

Perhaps the most obvious subtype associated w i t h the r a i l r o a d i n Abilene 
includes depots t h a t the r a i l r o a d s b u i l t and maintained. These b u i l d i n g s 
share many p h y s i c a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s t h a t d i s t i n g u i s h them from other subtypes 
of Commercial B u i l d i n g s . Depots, both f o r passengers and f r e i g h t , are f r e e 
standing, detached b u i l d i n g s of frame or b r i c k c o n s t r u c t i o n and are both 
p a r a l l e l and proximate t o the r a i l r o a d t r a c k s . T y p i c a l l y they are found i n 
the heart of the c i t y ' s downtown along the r a i l r o a d r i g h t - o f - w a y . Depots 
u s u a l l y have elongated r e c t a n g u l a r plans. Loading docks and/or boarding 
pla t f o r m s are coiranon features and provide a means f o r the loading and 
unloading of passengers and f r e i g h t . Extended roof overhangs are another 
t y p i c a l element and presumably a f f o r d e d p r o t e c t i o n from n a t u r a l elements. 
Because only t h r e e r a i l r o a d l i n e s serviced the town, few depots were ever 
b u i l t , as t h e i r s p e c i a l i z e d use created l i m i t e d demand f o r t h e i r c o n s t r u c t i o n . 
None of Abilene's e a r l i e s t depots s u r v i v e ; however, t h e i r p h y s i c a l appearance 
i s d i s c e r n i b l e from h i s t o r i c photographs t h a t show box-shaped b u i l d i n g s w i t h 
expansive gable r o o f s and board and b a t t e n w a l l s . Their replacements are 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y more ornate and have noteworthy d e t a i l s and craftsmanship. 
Passenger depots, i n p a r t i c u l a r , are l i k e l y t o have more p r e t e n t i o u s , high 
s t y l e , a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s . The o v e r a l l s i z e and scale of a depot appear 
d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d t o the amount of t r a f f i c , both passenger and f r e i g h t , t o and 
from t h e community. Larger c i t i e s have grander, more opulent depots. 

I n t e r i o r ornamentation v a r i e s g r e a t l y , depending on the s i z e , scale and 
use of the b u i l d i n g s . Passenger depots t y p i c a l l y have a la r g e lobby t h a t 
includes most of the i n t e r i o r f l o o r space. T i c k e t booths and o f f i c e s are set 
t o one side. Restaurants, shops and other commercial endeavors o f t e n occupy a 
p o r t i o n of these b u i l d i n g s . F r e i g h t depots, on the other hand, l a c k 
s i g n i f i c a n t i n t e r i o r d e t a i l i n g because of t h e i r u t i l i t a r i a n f u n c t i o n . O f f i c e s 
are common; however, most f l o o r space i s reserved f o r storage purposes t o a i d 
i n the shipping and r e c e i v i n g of goods and other f r e i g h t . 

Also associated w i t h depots may be i n f r a s t r u c t u r e such as automobile and 
pedestrian underpasses, r e t a i n i n g w a l l s , and other r e l a t e d s t r u c t u r e s . 

S i g n i f i c a n c e 
Depots and r a i l r o a d - r e l a t e d s t r u c t u r e s can be s i g n i f i c a n t f o r l i s t i n g i n 

the N a t i o n a l Register under C r i t e r i o n A, because of t h e i r d i r e c t a s s o c i a t i o n 
w i t h the r a i l r o a d s t h a t played a c r i t i c a l r o l e , not only i n the town's 
founding and subse(5uent development, but also i n the settlement of a vast 
region of West Texas. I n both symbolic and p h y s i c a l terms, they represented a 
l i n k between the r a i l r o a d and the community. Moreover, they were an i n t e g r a l 
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step i n the successful o p e r a t i o n of the r a i l r o a d , a l l o w i n g both passengers and 
shippers of f r e i g h t a c c e s s i b i l i t y t o r a i l t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

Besides t h e i r obvious h i s t o r i c a l a s s o c i a t i o n s , depots and r a i l r o a d -
r e l a t e d s t r u c t u r e s may have noteworthy a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l i n g and features 
t h a t can make them e l i g i b l e under C r i t e r i o n C. They o f t e n are a noteworthy 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l specimens and d i s p l a y outstanding craftsmanship, d e t a i l s and 
ornamentation. Passenger depots can be among the most a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y 
s i g n i f i c a n t b u i l d i n g s i n a r a i l r o a d community such as Abilene and o f t e n 
r e f l e c t a d e s i r e t o make a stro n g , f a v o r a b l e , f i r s t impression on v i s i t o r s . 
For example, a f i n e l y c r a f t e d and ornate passenger depot, or lack t h e r e o f , 
could have a profound i n f l u e n c e on the way newcomers, p o t e n t i a l c l i e n t s or 
in v e s t o r s perceived a town. 

COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS: Hotels  
D e s c r i p t i o n 

Hotels comprise yet another sub-grouping of the Commercial B u i l d i n g 
property type. While sharing many p h y s i c a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s t y p i c a l l y 
associated w i t h r e t a i l stores and s i m i l a r b u i l d i n g s , h o t e l s possess 
d i s t i n c t i v e a r c h i t e c t u r a l features t h a t d i s t i n g u i s h them from other Commercial 
Bu i l d i n g s i n the c i t y . Because they catered p r i m a r i l y t o v i s i t o r s who a r r i v e d 
by r a i l r o a d , h o t e l s are r e l a t i v e l y close t o the t r a c k s and t o the depots. 
Perhaps the most s i g n i f i c a n t aspect of h o t e l s i s t h e i r s p e c i a l i z e d use and 
f u n c t i o n which proved c r i t i c a l i n design and c o n s t r u c t i o n c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . The 
f i r s t f l o o r , f o r example, i s reserved almost e x c l u s i v e l y f o r r e t a i l or o f f i c e 
purposes and l i k e l y has la r g e d i s p l a y windows and r i c h a r c h i t e c t u r a l ornamen­
t a t i o n t o draw a t t e n t i o n t o pedest r i a n t r a f f i c . Upper f l o o r s , on the other 
hand, in c l u d e rooms t h a t serve as temporary residences, and e x t e r i o r surfaces 
t y p i c a l l y f e a t u r e r e g u l a r l y spaced windows w i t h v a r y i n g amounts of 
ornamentation and t r i m , depending on s t r e e t exposure. 

As i s t r u e f o r other subtypes of Commercial B u i l d i n g s i n Abilene, 
Longstreth's typology provides a u s e f u l guide i n analyzing and e v a l u a t i n g 
l o c a l h o t e l s . The most common examples are 1- or 2-part commercial blocks or 
stacked 2- or 3-part v e r t i c a l blocks (Longstreth 1987). Nevertheless, a l l 
l o c a l h o t e l s are m u l t i - s t o r y b u i l d i n g s and range from two t o 14 s t o r i e s i n 
heig h t . Age i s a c r i t i c a l f a c t o r i n the scale of the h o t e l s . Older h o t e l s 
are smaller, u s u a l l y only two or t h r e e s t o r i e s . More recent ones, however, 
are l i k e l y t o be l a r g e r and grander, as e x e m p l i f i e d by the 16-story Wooten 
Hotel and the 10-story H i l t o n H o t e l . 

Age appears t o be a c r i t i c a l f a c t o r i n the type of s t r u c t u r a l system 
used f o r l o c a l h o t e l s . Older ones, b u i l t between the 1890s and 1920s, have 
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load bearing b r i c k w a l l s . Larger b u i l d i n g s of the l a t e 1920s and 1930s 
u t i l i z e s t e e l frame or r e i n f o r c e d concrete c o n s t r u c t i o n w i t h a b r i c k veneer. 

Abilene's h o t e l s have e i t h e r a re c t a n g u l a r or a U-shaped plan and 
t y p i c a l l y occupy corner l o t s w i t h two, o r n a t e l y d e t a i l e d , e x t e r i o r e l e v a t i o n s . 
Hotels are among the most outstanding a r c h i t e c t u r a l landmarks i n the c i t y and 
noteworthy a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l i n g i s g e n e r a l l y seen at the base, u s u a l l y on 
the ground and mezzanine f l o o r s , where a grand entrance, canopy and r i c h 
ornamentation are common. Trim around windows i n the upper f l o o r s i s o f t e n 
decorated w i t h some type of a p p l i e d a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l i n g . The t o p f l o o r 
f r e ( j u e n t l y has a r i c h l y ornamented parapet or co r n i c e , e s p e c i a l l y on l a r g e r , 
more opulent h o t e l s . 

The most noteworthy d e t a i l i n g , however, i s seen i n s i d e the lobby, 
ballroom and other p u b l i c rooms. I n t e r i o r spaces i n these areas are l i k e l y t o 
be spacious and grand. 

S i g n i f i c a n c e 
Hotels can be s i g n i f i c a n t f o r t h e i r h i s t o r i c a l a s s o c i a t i o n s , as w e l l as 

t h e i r a r c h i t e c t u r a l m e r i t s , and they can be e l i g i b l e f o r the N a t i o n a l Register 
under C r i t e r i a A, B or C. Hotels are c l o s e l y associated w i t h Abilene's 
development i n t o an important r e t a i l and d i s t r i b u t i o n center i n West Texas 
( C r i t e r i o n A). During the l a t e 19th century, when c i t i z e n s s t r i v e d f o r the 
town t o r e a l i z e i t s e a r l y b i l l i n g as the "Future Great C i t y of West Texas," 
the lack of c j u a l i t y h o t e l s was regarded as a major problem. Local newspapers 
heralded the announcement of the c o n s t r u c t i o n of a 3-story b r i c k h o t e l , the 
o r i g i n a l Windsor, as an important progressive step f o r a l l of Abilene. The 
opening of t h i s and other subsecjuent h o t e l s generated community enthusiasm and 
excitement. Hotels are also associated w i t h many past s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l 
c e l e b r a t i o n s and f u n c t i o n s . 

L o c a l l y important i n d i v i d u a l s ( C r i t e r i o n B) b u i l t and financed Abilene's 
h o t e l s which stands as testimony of t h e i r considerable s i g n i f i c a n c e and 
prominence i n the community. I n almost every case, these i n d i v i d u a l s a t t a i n e d 
t h e i r wealth from some other type of business or cortunercial venture but the 
l o c a l h o t e l market o f f e r e d tremendous f i n a n c i a l rewards. 

Because they important as centers f o r s o c i a l , business and c u l t u r a l 
a c t i v i t i e s , h o t e l s were o f t e n imposing p h y s i c a l landmarks, decorated w i t h r i c h 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l i n g and ornamentation. As a consequence, they can be 
e l i g i b l e f o r the Na t i o n a l Register under C r i t e r i o n C. They may represent an 
important commission of a l o c a l a r c h i t e c t ; t h i s i s t r u e f o r the H i l t o n and 
Wooten h o t e l s , which David S. Castle and Company designed. Hotels o f t e n 
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d i s p l a y outstanding a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l i n g and are among the most noteworthy 
examples of high s t y l e or academic a r c h i t e c t u r e i n t h e community. 

COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS: Service S t a t i o n s  
D e s c r i p t i o n 

Abilene boasts a l a r g e number of h i s t o r i c s e r v i c e s t a t i o n s ; most are i n 
or near the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t a t the i n t e r s e c t i o n s of the busiest 
s t r e e t s . As w i t h other Commercial B u i l d i n g s , they o r i g i n a l l y housed 
businesses t h a t o f f e r e d goods and services and i n i t i a l l y resembled r e t a i l 
stores i n form, scale and m a t e r i a l s . With time, however, the unique and 
s p e c i a l i z e d needs of se r v i c e s t a t i o n owners and attendants encouraged 
in n o v a t i v e design s o l u t i o n s and the emergence of a new and d i f f e r e n t type of 
commercial b u i l d i n g . 

The o l d e s t extant s e r v i c e s t a t i o n s i n Abilene can be c l a s s i f i e d as 
d e r i v a t i o n s or subtypes of r e t a i l stores and are t y p i c a l l y 2-story b r i c k 
b u i l d i n g s . Possible f a c t o r s t h a t i n f l u e n c e d or c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h i s common 
c o n s t r u c t i o n technicjue include the lack of h i s t o r i c a l and a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
precedents f o r t h i s p r o p e r t y type. Service s t a t i o n s represented an e n t i r e l y 
new concept as a b u i l d i n g form and i n i t i a l perceptions t h a t f i l l i n g s t a t i o n s , 
as they were c a l l e d , d i d not acknowledge t h a t these b u i l d i n g s would e v e n t u a l l y 
have t o provide other types of automobile-related r e t a i l operations t o survive 
f i n a n c i a l l y . As a consequence, l o c a l a r c h i t e c t s , c o n t r a c t o r s and b u i l d e r s 
r e l i e d on w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d design concepts and erected b u i l d i n g s t h a t 
resembled conventional Commercial B u i l d i n g s . The most s t r i k i n g d i f f e r e n c e , 
however, occurred on the ground f l o o r , where a l a r g e s e r v i c e bay was set 
w i t h i n the b u i l d i n g . The service bay, always placed nearest the s t r e e t 
corner, enabled m o t o r i s t s t o enter from e i t h e r of the two i n t e r s e c t i n g 
thoroughfares and thus was the f i r s t a r c h i t e c t u r a l s o l u t i o n t h a t d e a l t w i t h 
the s p e c i f i c needs of s e r v i c e s t a t i o n owners. Such bays t y p i c a l l y had pressed 
metal c e i l i n g t i l e s and a row of pumps from which gasoline was s o l d . Large 
f i x e d glass windows w i t h i n the enclosed p o r t i o n of the f i r s t f l o o r provided 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r automobile-related goods, such as t i r e s and b a t t e r i e s , t o be 
displayed. 

With time, however, Abilene's s e r v i c e s t a t i o n s evolved i n t o an 
i n c r e a s i n g l y d i s t i n c t b u i l d i n g form. By the l a t e 1920s and e a r l y 1930s, new 
service s t a t i o n s t y p i c a l l y were small 1-story b u i l d i n g s w i t h l i m i t e d r e t a i l 
and o f f i c e space. Frame c o n s t r u c t i o n became i n c r e a s i n g l y popular and by the 
mid-1930s was the p r e f e r r e d method of c o n s t r u c t i o n . Garages and r e p a i r areas 
became more prominent, i f f o r no other reason than the r e s t of the b u i l d i n g 
was reduced i n size and scale. Garages were placed t o one side of the o f f i c e . 
Perhaps the most d i s t i n c t i v e f e a t u r e of "new" se r v i c e s t a t i o n s i n the l a t e 
1920s and e a r l y 1930s was the open se r v i c e bay. I t provided shade and 
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p r o t e c t i o n f o r both customers and attendants at the s t a t i o n and covered the 
gasoline pumps. This o v e r a l l form w i t h a small o f f i c e and an open service bay 
extension remained popular i n t o the post-World War I I era. 

Several f a c t o r s c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h i s t r e n d . S t a t i o n owners and operators 
discovered t h a t gasoline sales alone were more p r o f i t a b l e than i n i t i a l l y 
b e l i e v e d , which reduced needs f o r r e t a i l space. Greater concerns f o r h e a l t h — 
the semi-enclosed bays of the e a r l i e s t s e r v i c e s t a t i o n s d i d not provide 
p a r t i c u l a r l y good v e n t i l a t i o n — l e d t o the open se r v i c e bays. Perhaps most 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y , the expanded r o l e of gasoline r e f i n e r s and d i s t r i b u t o r s at the 
r e t a i l l e v e l r e s u l t e d i n more i n n o v a t i v e , although i n c r e a s i n g l y standardized, 
designs. Service s t a t i o n s began t o be perceived as a marketing t o o l and 
uniform b u i l d i n g designs could be used t o promote a p a r t i c u l a r company. 

D e t a i l i n g on these s e r v i c e s t a t i o n s v a r i e d g r e a t l y as a whole, although 
those b u i l t f o r a p a r t i c u l a r o i l company tended t o be more uniform i n o v e r a l l 
design, form and ornamentation. The Spanish C o l o n i a l Revival s t y l e exerted 
perhaps the strongest i n f l u e n c e on the a e s t h e t i c s and a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l i n g 
of Abilene's s e r v i c e s t a t i o n s of the l a t e 1920s and 1930s. Stuccoed 
e x t e r i o r s , f l a t r o o f s , and red t i l e d e coration were common a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
elements l i n k e d c l o s e l y w i t h the s t y l e . Some s t a t i o n s displayed features 
g e n e r a l l y associated w i t h bungalow a r c h i t e c t u r e , i n c l u d i n g exposed r a f t e r ends 
and low p i t c h e d gabled or hipped r o o f s . Other l o c a l s e r v i c e s t a t i o n s borrowed 
from Georgian Revival or Moderne s t y l e s . 

Although a l a r g e number of the " e a r l y " and "new" s e r v i c e s t a t i o n s 
s u r v i v e , many are no longer used i n t h e i r o r i g i n a l c a p a c i t y . Changes i n the 
petroleum i n d u s t r y and i n consumer p r a c t i c e s since 1973 caused o i l companies 
and others i n the business t o r e t h i n k the concept of s e r v i c e s t a t i o n s . Older, 
pre-1973 s t a t i o n s were replaced, remodeled, so l d or l e f t unoccupied. Because 
they o f f e r e d ample space f o r p a r k i n g , vacated s e r v i c e s t a t i o n s a t t r a c t e d many 
r e t a i l businesses t h a t remodeled, i n v a r y i n g degrees, the b u i l d i n g s . The most 
common p h y s i c a l change was the removal of gasoline pumps. Other changes 
included the "permanent" enclosure of the open bay end of the garage/repair 
area. 

Service s t a t i o n s t y p i c a l l y occupy l o t s at the c i t y ' s b u s i e s t and most 
a c t i v e thoroughfares. Such l o t s were c r u c i a l t o the p r o f i t a b l e operations of 
service s t a t i o n s because i t gave them high v i s i b i l i t y and exposure t o two 
s t r e e t s . These same f a c t o r s , however, c o n t r i b u t e t o the i n c r e a s i n g t h r e a t of 
the e x t i n c t i o n of h i s t o r i c service s t a t i o n s . Some have been demolished and 
replaced because the valuable p r o p e r t i e s on which they sat were prime 
l o c a t i o n s f o r redevelopment. 



NPS Fom, IMOO* OilB Afvwm Ho. 10240011 

( M B ) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number _ ! Page 1 1 _ (Railroads) 

S i g n i f i c a n c e 
Service s t a t i o n s ' s i g n i f i c a n c e stems p r i n c i p a l l y from associations w i t h 

broad trends and p a t t e r n s i n h i s t o r y . They are r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of a 
fundamental change i n s o c i e t y as Americans embraced the automobile which 
brought about the d e c l i n e i n the importance of the r a i l r o a d . This "love 
a f f a i r " w i t h the car, s o c i a l h i s t o r i a n s have w r i t t e n , not only changed the 
pace of s o c i e t y , but also the b u i l t environment. Service s t a t i o n s are one of 
the f i r s t and most v i s i b l e m a n i f e s t a t i o n s of the automobile era and are o f t e n 
overlooked as important h i s t o r i c resources. 

Local s e r v i c e s t a t i o n s provide a v i v i d i l l u s t r a t i o n of the s h i f t from 
vernacular t o popular a r c h i t e c t u r e t h a t has been pervasive i n 20th century 
American s o c i e t y , and can be e l i g i b l e f o r the N a t i o n a l Register under 
C r i t e r i o n C. Local r e s i d e n t s designed, b u i l t , and owned Abilene's f i r s t 
s e r v i c e s t a t i o n s . By the l a t e 1920s, however, l o c a l i n p u t and c o n t r o l began 
t o wane as o i l companies i n c r e a s i n g l y d i c t a t e d the form and appearance of 
service s t a t i o n s b u i l t i n Abilene. 

REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS 
To be e l i g i b l e f o r the Nation a l Register, a commercial b u i l d i n g must be 

at l e a s t 50 years o l d and r e t a i n enough of i t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y t o 
evoke i t s date of c o n s t r u c t i o n or pe r i o d of s i g n i f i c a n c e . A commercial 
b u i l d i n g should maintain i t s o r i g i n a l facade and/or f e n e s t r a t i o n , as w e l l as 
i t s e x t e r i o r f i n i s h . S u p e r f i c i a l and e a s i l y r e v e r s i b l e changes, such as the 
covering of transoms or the removal of signs, are less important than major 
remodeling or a d d i t i o n s t h a t can severely a l t e r a b u i l d i n g ' s h i s t o r i c 
character. Physical changes completed more than 50 years ago sometimes are 
important i n t h e i r own r i g h t and can represent the a r c h i t e c t u r a l e v o l u t i o n of 
a b u i l d i n g over time. An example might be a frame b u i l d i n g constructed i n the 
1910s but a l t e r e d i n the 1930s w i t h the a p p l i c a t i o n of a b r i c k veneer t o the 
f r o n t . I f e s s e n t i a l l y unchanged since t h a t time, such an a l t e r a t i o n may not 
nec e s s a r i l y be i n t r u s i v e t o the b u i l d i n g ' s i n t e g r i t y and could be regarded as 
an a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t f e a t u r e . 

Commercial B u i l d i n g s can be e l i g i b l e f o r the N a t i o n a l Register under 
C r i t e r i a A, B or C. Those being considered f o r d e s i g n a t i o n under C r i t e r i o n C 
must be v i r t u a l l y u n a l t e r e d and r e t a i n t h e i r h i s t o r i c i n t e g r i t y t o a high 
degree. They can be outstanding examples of a p a r t i c u l a r s t y l e or type, or 
d i s p l a y noteworthy craftsmanship or d e t a i l i n g . I f important or d i s t i n g u i s h i n g 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l elements are changed, modified or removed, the b u i l d i n g cannot 
be considered f o r N a t i o n a l Register d e s i g n a t i o n under C r i t e r i o n C. 

Commercial B u i l d i n g s w i t h strong h i s t o r i c a l a s s o c i a t i o n s should r e t a i n 
enough of t h e i r i n t e g r i t y t o be recognizable t o t h e i r p e r i o d of s i g n i f i c a n c e . 
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For example, a warehouse t h a t was the headquarters of a company t h a t played a 
v i t a l r o l e i n the economic development of a community need not be unaltered 
but should appear much as i t d i d when the company used the b u i l d i n g . Most but 
not a l l of the b u i l d i n g ' s a r c h i t e c t u r a l f a b r i c should s u r v i v e i n a r e l a t i v e l y 
i n t a c t s t a t e . Commercial B u i l d i n g s can possess a r c h i t e c t u r a l s i g n i f i c a n c e i f 
they maintain t h e i r i n t e g r i t y and most important p h y s i c a l f e a t u r e s . 

RESIDENCES  

De s c r i p t i o n 

Residences comprise Abilene's most common pro p e r t y type and include 
s i n g l e f a m i l y d w e l l i n g s , duplexes, and other domestic b u i l d i n g s . 
Approximately 90 percent of the b u i l d i n g s recorded i n the 1988-89 h i s t o r i c 
resource survey of the c i t y are residences erected between 1881 and 1945. 
This p e r i o d spans a time t h a t i s p a r t i c u l a r l y important i n American h i s t o r y , 
as Abilene and the r e s t of the n a t i o n experienced an explosion of ideas 
regarding r e s i d e n t i a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l design. Unlike previous eras, 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e s and preferences were subject t o change at a pace t h a t was 
much f a s t e r than ever before which, combined w i t h r a p i d p o p u l a t i o n growth and 
increased economic p r o s p e r i t y , r e s u l t e d i n the c o n s t r u c t i o n of a myriad of 
r e s i d e n t i a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l forms. 

Such a p a t t e r n c h a r a c t e r i z e s pre-1945 Abilene, and a v a r i e t y of s t y l e s 
and forms can be found throughout the c i t y . Examples and trends are described 
i n more d e t a i l f o l l o w i n g these i n t r o d u c t o r y paragraphs. Generally speaking, 
however, the c i t y ' s r e s i d e n t i a l a r c h i t e c t u r e can be d i v i d e d i n t o two periods. 
Those t h a t are o l d e r , b u i l t before World War I , t y p i c a l l y r e f l e c t V i c t o r i a n 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l t r a d i t i o n s , w i t h strong v e r t i c a l l i n e s , s teeply p i t c h e d r o o f s 
and v a r y i n g degrees of elaborate e x t e r i o r d e t a i l i n g , f i n i s h e s and m a t e r i a l s . 
R e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g s erected between the two world wars, on the other hand, 
o f t e n have low p i t c h e d r o o f s , wide expansive porches and a strong h o r i z o n t a l 
emphasis. D e t a i l i n g i s more subdued than t h a t associated w i t h V i c t o r i a n 
t r a d i t i o n s but s t i l l can demonstrate noteworthy craftsmanship. Of course, 
such g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s s i m p l i f y the d i v e r s i t y of s t y l e s and forms of residences 
b u i l t i n both periods. 

Despite t h e i r many d i f f e r e n c e s , Abilene's domestic b u i l d i n g s , as a 
whole, d i s p l a y many common p h y s i c a l t r a i t s t h a t d i s t i n g u i s h them from other 
property types. The vast m a j o r i t y are detached, f r e e standing b u i l d i n g s set 
back from the sidewalk and s t r e e t , i n sharp c o n t r a s t t o commercial b u i l d i n g s 
of downtown. Yards surrounding residences are used f o r landscaping purposes 
and provide o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r owners t o p l a n t t r e e s , shrubbery, gardens and 
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other v e g e t a t i o n t o s a t i s f y t h e i r personal t a s t e s . One- and 2-story 
residences are most common, although a handful of 2 1/2- and 3-story examples 
can be found. Wood frame d w e l l i n g s are dominant and have wood s i d i n g , stucco 
or b r i c k veneer e x t e r i o r f i n i s h e s . Many of Abilene's grander, s t y l i z e d houses 
have load bearing w a l l s w i t h b r i c k or hollow t i l e . During the 1930s and 
1940s, ashlar cut stone became a popular b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l , e s p e c i a l l y on 
smaller, more modest b u i l d i n g s . A r c h i t e c t u r a l elements such as porch, door 
and window t r i m f r e q u e n t l y demonstrate noteworthy workmanship and d i s p l a y 
d e t a i l i n g t h a t reveals s t y l i s t i c i n f l u e n c e s . I n f a c t , these f e a t u r e s o f t e n 
are determining f a c t o r s i n c l a s s i f y i n g l o c a l residences as examples of a 
p a r t i c u l a r subtype. Roofs on domestic b u i l d i n g s , u n l i k e those t h a t are f l a t 
and obscured by parapets on commercial and i n s t i t u t i o n a l b u i l d i n g s such as 
schools, churches and h a l l s , are prominent and d i s t i n c t i v e elements and o f t e n 
are i n d i c a t i v e of a s p e c i f i c a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e or form. 

Most l o c a l residences have some type of o u t b u i l d i n g nearby. Unlike 
dw e l l i n g s i n surrounding r u r a l landscapes t h a t t y p i c a l l y have numerous 
a n c i l l a r y b u i l d i n g s such as barns, sheds, and coops, those i n the c i t y 
g e n e r a l l y have only a s i n g l e o u t b u i l d i n g . Wood frame garages are most common 
and o f t e n are minor, r e l a t i v e l y i n s i g n i f i c a n t b u i l d i n g s w i t h l i t t l e or no 
noteworthy a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s . Several of Abilene's grander dwellings 
have garages w i t h d e t a i l i n g and m a t e r i a l s s i m i l a r t o t h a t of main houses. 
Many of these same garages have second f l o o r apartments f o r domestic helpers 
or f o r r e n t e r s , thus p r o v i d i n g a secondary source of income. 

The c o n d i t i o n of Abilene's h i s t o r i c d w e l l i n g s v a r i e s g r e a t l y , depending 
on the wealth and resources of each r e s p e c t i v e owner and, t o a lesser extent, 
on the c i t y ' s economic h e a l t h and p r o s p e r i t y . Owners of domestic b u i l d i n g s 
g e n e r a l l y experience less pressure t o modernize than those who, f o r example, 
own connmercial b u i l d i n g s . Unlike the l a t t e r , who o f t e n used t h e i r b u i l d i n g s 
as a means of a d v e r t i s i n g t h e i r businesses, the former group made changes and 
a l t e r a t i o n s p r i m a r i l y f o r personal reasons r a t h e r than economic n e c e s s i t i e s . 
Houses i n lower income neighborhoods, northeast and southeast of downtown, are 
more l i k e l y t o be a l t e r e d and i n poor s t a t e of r e p a i r because a e s t h e t i c 
c o n siderations were secondary and less s i g n i f i c a n t when basic f a m i l y needs had 
t o be met. Areas i n close p r o x i m i t y t o the downtown or along secondary 
commercial a r t e r i e s , such as North and South F i r s t , Hickory and Pine s t r e e t s , 
o f t e n have succumbed t o developmental concerns and are more l i k e l y t o have 
parking l o t s or new b u i l d i n g s placed on s i t e s t h a t h i s t o r i c d w e l l i n g s 
p r e v i o u s l y occupied. Zoning and urban planning e f f o r t s , however, have 
g e n e r a l l y been successful i n p r e s e r v i n g neighborhoods i n o l d e r p a r t s of the 
c i t y . Booms i n the l o c a l economy du r i n g the 1920s, 1940s, and 1970s 
dreunatically increased the number of razed or r e l o c a t e d h i s t o r i c residences 
t h a t new b u i l d i n g s subsequently replaced. Conversely, recessions of the 1960s 
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and 1980s saw fewer houses demolished although a g r e a t e r number were vacated 
or remodeled. 

While assessing Abilene's h i s t o r i c r e s i d e n t i a l a r c h i t e c t u r e , many broad 
trends and p a t t e r n s were observed i n the types and extent of a l t e r a t i o n s t o 
h i s t o r i c houses. The p r e v a i l i n g dry c l i m a t e helped preserve many wood 
porches, and aluminum s i d i n g i s not as common as i n more humid areas closer t o 
the Gulf Coast. The i n s t a l l a t i o n of c l e a r storm windows i s popular; however, 
they o f t e n are placed over o r i g i n a l wood sash windows, thus m a i n t a i n i n g 
important h i s t o r i c f a b r i c . The wood sash windows i n other d w e l l i n g s have been 
replaced w i t h aluminum or other metal sash windows. Based upon observations 
of h i s t o r i c photographs, the r o o f s on most of Abilene's houses o r i g i n a l l y had 
wood shingles but asphalt or composition s h i n g l i n g i s most common. 

More than any other l o c a l p roperty type, residences d i s p l a y the greatest 
range of s t y l i s t i c i n f l u e n c e s . This d i v e r s i t y warrants the establishment of 
subtypes t o b e t t e r understand a r c h i t e c t u r a l trends and noteworthy exaimples of 
the many s t y l e s and forms seen i n Abilene. These subtypes allow f o r a more 
e f f e c t i v e method of e v a l u a t i n g , nominating and j u s t i f y i n g h i s t o r i c residences 
f o r l i s t i n g i n the N a t i o n a l Register. The subtypes shed l i g h t on Abilene's 
o v e r a l l p r o p e r t y and p h y s i c a l development. Moreover, they demonstrate the 
s k i l l and d i v e r s i t y of l o c a l b u i l d e r s , c o n t r a c t o r s and a r c h i t e c t s and also 
show how these i n d i v i d u a l s i n t e r p r e t e d p r e v a i l i n g a r c h i t e c t u r a l forms and 
t r a d i t i o n s t o s a t i s f y l o c a l t a s t e s and preferences. The subtypes defined i n 
t h i s submission are Bungalows, P r a i r i e School-influenced houses. Vernacular 
houses, Tudor Revival houses and other forms and types. Two subtypes. 
Bungalows and P r a i r i e School-influenced houses, are the most common i n 
Abilene. As a consequence, they best d e f i n e the c i t y ' s h i s t o r i c r e s i d e n t i a l 
character and are the most s i g n i f i c a n t . 

The subtypes l i s t e d above should not be considered the f i n a l word on 
Abilene's h i s t o r i c r e s i d e n t i a l a r c h i t e c t u r e . As more i n f o r m a t i o n i s uncovered 
and a r c h i t e c t u r a l h i s t o r i a n s f u r t h e r r e f i n e t h e i r knowledge and typology of 
domestic b u i l d i n g s , r e v i s i o n s should be made. 

Each of t h e subtypes are i d e n t i f i e d and described i n g r e a t e r d e t a i l . 
These discussions are l i m i t e d only t o D e s c r i p t i o n s , as r e q u i r e d by the 
Nat i o n a l Park Service. The S i g n i f i c a n c e and R e g i s t r a t i o n sections of 
Residences are presented a f t e r discussions of each subtype. 

RESIDENCES: Bungalows  
D e s c r i p t i o n 

More than any other a r c h i t e c t u r a l expression, the bungalow characterizes 
Abilene's h i s t o r i c housing stock, and examples abound i n v i r t u a l l y every 
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s e c t i o n of pre-1930 Abilene. This house form dates as e a r l y as 1917 and 
remained popular u n t i l the outbreak of World War I I , an era t h a t spans the 
c i t y ' s most s u b s t a n t i a l p e r i o d of growth and p h y s i c a l development. As a 
consecjuence, countless v a r i a t i o n s e x i s t t h a t r e f l e c t the d i s t i n g u i s h i n g t r a i t s 
of a p a r t i c u l a r b u i l d e r , c o n t r a c t o r or a r c h i t e c t , or the personal preferences 
of i n d i v i d u a l home owners. 

Abilene's e a r l i e s t bungalows d i f f e r s u b s t a n t i a l l y from l a t e r versions 
and t y p i c a l l y are l a r g e r and more s u b s t a n t i a l i n size and scale, u t i l i z e a 
wider range of c o n s t r u c t i o n m a t e r i a l s and d i s p l a y a higher l e v e l of 
craftsmanship. Despite these d i f f e r e n c e s , however, a l l bungalows have many 
ph y s i c a l f e a t u r e s t h a t d i s t i n g u i s h them from other domestic a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
s t y l e s or types. 

Perhaps the most d i s t i n c t i v e element of a bungalow i s i t s h o r i z o n t a l 
massing and form. The r o o f , regardless of i t s type or shape, has a low p i t c h 
w i t h extended eaves t h a t makes the house appear lower and clo s e r t o the 
ground, thus r e i n f o r c i n g the b u i l d i n g ' s h o r i z o n t a l emphasis. The eaves almost 
always have exposed r a f t e r ends; t r i a n g u l a r brackets and dec o r a t i v e beams are 
common i n gable ends. 

The bungalow t y p i c a l l y i s a 1- or 1 1/2-story b u i l d i n g , although 2-story 
versions are not uncommon l o c a l l y . Wood frame c o n s t r u c t i o n i s p r e f e r r e d , w i t h 
h o r i z o n t a l wood s i d i n g or b r i c k veneer a p p l i e d as e x t e r i o r sheathing 
m a t e r i a l s . 

Regardless of i t s s i z e or e x t e r i o r f i n i s h , the bungalow has a porch t h a t 
d i s p l a y s d e t a i l s i d e n t i f y i n g a house as an example of t h i s subtype of 
Residences. Indeed, the porch provides a way t o c l a s s i f y the many v a r i a n t s of 
bungalows (McAlester and McAlester 1986:452-463) and are described i n more 
d e t a i l l a t e r i n t h i s s e c t i o n . Nevertheless, a bungalow porch extends across a 
p o r t i o n of or the e n t i r e breadth of the f r o n t . The porch has sejuared columns, 
u s u a l l y of wood but sometimes of b r i c k , t h a t are tapered and t y p i c a l l y r e s t on 
pedestals. Stoops leading t o the porch and main entrance are common, 
e s p e c i a l l y on e a r l i e r versions t h a t o f t e n have cast stone urns placed on 
stoops and pedestals as dec o r a t i v e elements. The porch i s l a r g e and expansive 
and provides a comfortable t r a n s i t i o n i n t o the i n t e r i o r . The primary 
entrance, set w i t h i n the porch, u s u a l l y i s a s i n g l e doorway t h a t i s broad i n 
i t s o v e r a l l p r o p o r t i o n s . The door o f t e n has dec o r a t i v e elements t h a t are 
suggestive of craftsman t r a d i t i o n s such as a small narrow h o r i z o n t a l bar w i t h 
t r i a n g u l a r d e n t i l - l i k e supports beneath a row of l i g h t s i n the door. 

Windows on a bungalow t y p i c a l l y are double hung w i t h wood sashes. The 
upper sash sometimes has a row of v e r t i c a l m u l l i o n s , a d e t a i l o f t e n repeated 
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i n screens placed over the windows. A few of the e a r l i e r bungalows have f r o n t 
windows arranged i n a t r i p a r t i t e c o n f i g u r a t i o n w i t h a squared, f i x e d , c e n t r a l 
window and narrow double hung windows on each side. Occasionally a f i x e d 
transom w i t h small scjuared l i g h t s extends over t h i s t r i p a r t i t e window 
arrangement or the f i x e d c e n t r a l window. 

Although a wide v a r i e t y of bungalows are found i n a l l r e s i d e n t i a l 
sections of Abilene, t h i s popular domestic form can be d i v i d e d i n t o t h r ee 
subgroups: f r o n t gable, side gable, and cross gable bungalows. Front gable 
bungalows are the most common and, as the name i m p l i e s , i n c l u d e b u i l d i n g s w i t h 
gable r o o f s t h a t face the f r o n t . Some have a secondary gable, of a p i t c h 
s i m i l a r t o t h a t of the main r o o f , t h a t includes the porch area. Others have a 
s i n g l e gable r o o f w i t h the porch set p a r t i a l l y w i t h i n the gable. Cross gable 
bungalows have gables t h a t i n t e r s e c t at r i g h t angles, w h i l e side gable 
bungalows are those t h a t have gable r o o f s t h a t open on side e l e v a t i o n s . 

Most bungalows have some type of o u t b u i l d i n g l o c a t e d behind the 
residence. Because bungalows were b u i l t i n the automobile era, garages are 
the most common a n c i l l a r y b u i l d i n g , and d i s p l a y v a r y i n g degrees of 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l i n g and f e a t u r e s . Some are l a r g e b u i l d i n g s w i t h 
ornamentation s i m i l a r t o t h a t of the main house and o f t e n have a second f l o o r 
apartment. Such examples are more l i k e l y t o be found adjacent t o ol d e r 
bungalows. Other garages, however, are small and simply d e t a i l e d and are used 
only t o provide p r o t e c t i o n f o r cars. 

RESIDENCES: P r a i r i e School-influenced Houses  
D e s c r i p t i o n 

P r a i r i e School-influenced houses are another common subtype of 
Residences i n Abilene and are d i s t i n g u i s h e d by t h e i r low p i t c h e d r o o f s and 
strong h o r i z o n t a l l i n e s . These b u i l d i n g s were b u i l t p r i m a r i l y f o r Abilene's 
e l i t e and were popular d u r i n g the 1920s and e a r l y 1930s. Because the c i t y ' s 
w e a l t h i e s t and most prominent c i t i z e n s occupied them. P r a i r i e School-
i n f l u e n c e d houses are among the l a r g e s t and most p r e t e n t i o u s domestic 
b u i l d i n g s i n Abilene. They are not as common as bungalows but are important 
i n d e f i n i n g Abilene's a r c h i t e c t u r a l character and h i s t o r i c housing stock. 

As t h e i r name i m p l i e s . P r a i r i e School-influenced houses d i s p l a y elements 
associated w i t h , but are not pure examples o f . P r a i r i e School a r c h i t e c t u r e . 
They lack the a t t e n t i o n t o d e t a i l , craftsmanship and o v e r a l l q u a l i t y of design 
t y p i c a l of high s t y l e examples. However, they have the strong h o r i z o n t a l 
emphasis, expansive porches, broad eaves and low l y i n g r o o f s associated w i t h 
the P r a i r i e School s t y l e . Many of Abilene's P r a i r i e School-influenced houses 
could be considered as examples of the American Foursquare but the l a t t e r i s 
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considered a d e r i v a t i o n of the P r a i r i e School s t y l e (McAlester and McAlester 
1986:444). 

A t y p i c a l P r a i r i e School-influenced house i n Abilene i s 2 - s t o r i e s w i t h a 
b r i c k faced e x t e r i o r and a wood frame or a hollow t i l e s t r u c t u r a l system. The 
house's form i s box l i k e w i t h a low p i t c h e d hipped roof and wide extended 
eaves. The facade r a r e l y i s symmetrical but o f t e n appears balanced w i t h no 
setbacks or p r o j e c t i o n s except f o r the porch. An o f f center dormer w i t h a low 
pi t c h e d hipped r o o f i s another common element. 

As i s t r u e f o r other domestic b u i l d i n g s i n Abilene, the porch on a 
P r a i r i e School-influenced house i s a prominent a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e and 
dis p l a y s some of the most noteworthy d e t a i l i n g and craftsmanship. The t y p i c a l 
P r a i r i e School-influenced house has a 1-story porch w i t h l a r g e columns t h a t 
are squared and constructed of b r i c k . Many of these supports have small 
tapered caps t h a t v i s u a l l y l i g h t e n or suspend the massive and strong 
h o r i z o n t a l emphasis of the porch r o o f . The porch extends across the e n t i r e 
f r o n t and u s u a l l y continues beyond the house's c e n t r a l massing t o make a porte 
cochere. 

Although w a l l surfaces on a t y p i c a l P r a i r i e School-influenced house are 
s t r a i g h t forward i n design, d e t a i l i n g i n and around windows and doors i s o f t e n 
r i c h and v a r i e d . The main entrance, f o r example, u s u a l l y includes a s i n g l e 
door and s i d e l i g h t s . The door w i l l o f t e n appear t o be somewhat short and 
scjuatty because of i t s broad p r o p o r t i o n s . The door and s i d e l i g h t s t y p i c a l l y 
have g l a z i n g w i t h beveled and leaded glass. Windows t h a t are double hung may 
have s i m i l a r g l a z i n g i n the upper sashes and are o f t e n p a i r e d and have cast 
stone s i l l s and l i n t e l s . 

Most P r a i r i e School-influenced houses have a 1- or 2-story garage 
apartment t o the back of t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e l o t s . These o u t b u i l d i n g s t y p i c a l l y 
d i s p l a y d e t a i l i n g s i m i l a r t o t h a t seen on the main house and are important 
b u i l d i n g s i n t h e i r own r i g h t . 

RESIDENCES: Vernacular Houses  
D e s c r i p t i o n 

The subtype Vernacular Houses includes a wide v a r i e t y of domestic 
b u i l d i n g s i n Abilene. Generally, they are modest i n s i z e , scale and 
ornamentation, e s p e c i a l l y when compared t o other l o c a l b u i l d i n g s w i t h high 
s t y l e or academic a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s . Most vernacular residences are 1-
s t o r y frame b u i l d i n g s w i t h some type of h o r i z o n t a l wood s i d i n g . Weatherboard 
i s p a r t i c u l a r l y common. Many of these d w e l l i n g s u t i l i z e t r a d i t i o n a l plans and 
forms, and are o f t e n described as examples of f o l k a r c h i t e c t u r e . The vast 
m a j o r i t y stand i n Abilene's o l d e r neighborhoods and are l i m i t e d , t o a great 
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e x t e n t , t o t e r r i t o r y w i t h i n the o r i g i n a l town s i t e or e a r l y a d d i t i o n s and 
s u b d i v i s i o n s . U nlike high s t y l e residences which are the homes of Abilene's 
e l i t e , i n d i v i d u a l s and feunilies of more modest means occupy vernacular houses. 
As a consequence, vernacular b u i l d i n g s are subject t o d i f f e r e n t kinds of 
pressures and are less l i k e l y t o be found i n a completely u n a l t e r e d c o n d i t i o n . 
These b u i l d i n g s t y p i c a l l y are changed i n v a r y i n g degrees over a long p e r i o d of 
time, depending on the resources of t h e i r owners. Often, vernacular houses 
are enlarged t o meet the needs of growing f a m i l i e s , i n c o n t r a s t t o w e a l t h i e r 
f a m i l i e s which are more l i k e l y t o b u i l d completely new residences. Other 
common changes t o vernacular houses include the i n s t a l l a t i o n of new porches, 
the replacement of o r i g i n a l doors and windows, and the a p p l i c a t i o n of 
s y n t h e t i c s i d i n g over o r i g i n a l e x t e r i o r f i n i s h e s . 

S t y l i s t i c d e t a i l i n g o f t e n i s a u s e f u l t o o l i n determining the estimated 
date of c o n s t r u c t i o n of a vernacular residence; however, such a method f a i l s 
t o provide an e f f e c t i v e system f o r e v a l u a t i n g and grouping the many kinds of 
vernacular b u i l d i n g s i n Abilene. The plan and o v e r a l l form of the house, on 
the other hand, are s i g n i f i c a n t l y more u s e f u l . The major subgroups of l o c a l 
vernacular houses are L-plan, modified L-plan, shotgun and 2-room houses, and 
each has i t s own d i s t i n c t i v e t r a i t s and p h y s i c a l a t t r i b u t e s . 

L-plan houses were b u i l t l o c a l l y from the 1880s u n t i l about 1910. As 
the name suggests, t h i s vernacular house form has a plan t h a t i s shaped l i k e 
the l e t t e r "L." A f r o n t wing (the base of the "L") p r o j e c t s from the core or 
main body of the house and t y p i c a l l y has a f r o n t f a c i n g gable r o o f . A pent 
roof i s a common element i n the f r o n t gable end of many l o c a l examples. The 
main s e c t i o n of the house i s p a r a l l e l t o the s t r e e t i n i t s o r i e n t a t i o n and has 
a side gable r o o f . A porch extends across the f r o n t of t h i s s e c t i o n and 
terminates at the f r o n t p r o j e c t i n g wing. The porch t y p i c a l l y has wood f l o o r s 
and three bays w i t h turned wood supports. The L-plan house i s common 
throughout Texas and most have jigsaw ornamentation, such as brackets, on the 
porch. Few l o c a l examples have such d e t a i l i n g and i n s t e a d have smaller 
amounts of d e c o r a t i v e elements. 

The modified L-plan house somewhat resembles the L-plan house. Both 
have a f r o n t p r o j e c t i n g wing and were b u i l t roughly d u r i n g the same perio d of 
time. However, they are a d i s t i n c t subgroup of vernacular residences. The 
most s t r i k i n g d i f f e r e n c e s of the modified L-plan house are the longer and 
deeper plan and the hipped or pyramidal r o o f . The core of the house i s box 
l i k e i n form w i t h a square-shaped plan. A l a r g e r s t e e p l y p i t c h e d roof caps 
t h i s s e c t i o n . Small gable roofed wings extend from the f r o n t and also on a 
side e l e v a t i o n . These wings give the b u i l d i n g an asymmetrical form. 
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The porch wraps around the f r o n t t o the side wing and t y p i c a l l y has 
turned wood or D o r i c - l i k e supports. The main entrance opens from the center 
of the core which suggests t h a t the house has a c e n t r a l hallway t h a t extends 
the depth of the house. The entrance i s u s u a l l y a s i n g l e door and o f t e n has a 
large oval l i g h t w i t h beveled glass. S i d e l i g h t s and a transom t y p i c a l l y frame 
the doors. The modified L-plan house has double hung windows t h a t are broader 
i n p r o p o r t i o n than those on other vernacular b u i l d i n g s , such as L-plan houses. 

The shotgun i s one of the most d i s t i n c t i v e vernacular house forms i n 
Abilene. I t was popular l o c a l l y from the 1910s through the 1930s. Most are 
i n the eastern h a l f of the o r i g i n a l t o w n s i t e , i n the northeast quadrant w i t h i n 
Abilene's predominantly black neighborhoods. The shotgun has a rectangular 
plan and i s one room wide and two t o f o u r rooms deep. I t s o r i e n t a t i o n , 
t h e r e f o r e , i s perpendicular t o the s t r e e t . A t y p i c a l shotgun i n Abilene has a 
f r o n t f a c i n g gable roof and board and b a t t e n w a l l s . A shed r o o f porch i s 
common and i t provides p r o t e c t i o n f o r the s i n g l e door f r o n t entrance. Windows 
t y p i c a l l y are double hung w i t h wood sashes and 1/1 or 4/4 l i g h t s . 

The 2-room house i s yet another common vernacular house form i n Abilene. 
Like the shotgun, i t i s small i n size and has a rectangular plan. However, 
i t s o r i e n t a t i o n i s p a r a l l e l t o and not perpendicular t o the s t r e e t . This 
house form i s two rooms wide and one room deep and has a side gable r o o f . The 
porch t y p i c a l l y has a shed r o o f and extends the e n t i r e f r o n t e l e v a t i o n . A 2-
room house can have a 3- or 4-bay f r o n t . A 3-bay v e r s i o n has a c e n t r a l s i n g l e 
door and windows i n the outer bays. The other v e r s i o n , on the other hand, has 
two s i n g l e doorways i n the inner bays. 

RESIDENCES: Tudor Revival Houses  
D e s c r i p t i o n 

Tudor Revival houses are another common house form i n Abilene t h a t 
gained p o p u l a r i t y d u r i n g the l a t e 1920s and 1930s when the community 
experienced tremendous growth and p r o s p e r i t y . As a consequence, numerous 
examples s t i l l stand. Most are i n l a t e r (1925-1940) a d d i t i o n s t o the c i t y , 
e s p e c i a l l y i n neighborhoods southwest of the o r i g i n a l t o w n s i t e . Because they 
were b u i l t i n l a r g e numbers, Tudor Revival houses i n Abilene d i s p l a y great 
d i v e r s i t y i n s i z e , scale and l e v e l of craftsmanship. Nevertheless, they share 
many common p h y s i c a l a t t r i b u t e s t h a t enable them t o be grouped as a separate 
subtype of Residences. 

Tudor Revival houses are derived from Tudor a r c h i t e c t u r e of England and 
represent a romantic i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of t h i s o l d English b u i l d i n g t r a d i t i o n . 
The most d i s t i n c t i v e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of a Tudor Revival house i s i t s steeply 
p i t c h e d r o o f . I n most cases, the r o o f has cross gables, although the side 
r a t h e r than the f r o n t gable caps the b u i l d i n g ' s core. Decorative h a l f 
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timbered gable ends on the f r o n t and sides are common on s i m i l a r l y s t y l e d 
b u i l d i n g s throughout Texas and the r e s t of the United States but are not 
t y p i c a l t o the Abilene v e r s i o n . The w a l l s are u s u a l l y b r i c k veneer, covering 
the wood frame c o n s t r u c t i o n . A small number i n c o r p o r a t e p e t r i f i e d wood or 
stone elements i n the b r i c k w a l l s . Stucco or ashlar stone i s sometimes used 
as an e x t e r i o r f i n i s h . 

The t y p i c a l Tudor Revival house has a f i n e l y c r a f t e d chimney t h a t o f t e n 
i s placed prominently on the f r o n t e l e v a t i o n and has m u l t i p l e s h a f t s and 
patterned brickwork. The porch and f r o n t entrance are secondary a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
f e a t u r e s , u n l i k e those on bungalows or on P r a i r i e School-influenced houses, 
and t y p i c a l l y have round archways. Cast stone t r i m i s sometimes used as a 
decorative treatment around door and window openings. Double hung or casement 
windows are common but regardless of the type, small window panes are almost 
always used. 

As i s t r u e f o r other more high s t y l e r e s i d e n t i a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l forms, 
Tudor Revival houses are more l i k e l y t o have important o u t b u i l d i n g s nearby. 
Two-story garage apartments are common, t y p i c a l l y d i s p l a y d e t a i l i n g s i m i l a r t o 
or suggestive of t h a t seen on the main house. 

RESIDENCES: Other Forms and Types  
D e s c r i p t i o n 

The vast m a j o r i t y of Abilene's h i s t o r i c r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g s f a l l 
w i t h i n four p r i n c i p a l subtypes (Bungalows, P r a i r i e School-influenced Houses, 
Vernacular Houses and Tudor Revival Houses); however, others i n the c i t y do 
not. These houses e x h i b i t any of a number of s t y l i s t i c i n f l u e n c e s and they 
comprise a very small percentage of i d e n t i f i e d h i s t o r i c houses t h a t makes i t 
d i f f i c u l t t o j u s t i f y the development of separate subtypes f o r each of the many 
other a r c h i t e c t u r a l forms. Nevertheless, several are noteworthy examples of 
other a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e s or forms and should not be overlooked. 

The Spanish C o l o n i a l Revival s t y l e enjoyed a degree of p o p u l a r i t y i n 
Abilene d u r i n g the 1920s and 1930s. A house w i t h t h i s s t y l i s t i c i n f l u e n c e i s 
e i t h e r a 1- or 2-story b u i l d i n g w i t h a low p i t c h e d gable r o o f . The most 
d i s t i n c t i v e f e a t u r e s i n c l u d e red t i l e d work on the r o o f , stucco e x t e r i o r 
veneer and round arched openings. 

C l a s s i c a l Revival houses date t o the e a r l y 20th century and t y p i c a l l y 
are i n o l d e r neighborhoods. These houses borrow h e a v i l y from Greek and Roman 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l precedents. The t y p i c a l C l a s s i c a l Revival house i n Abilene i s a 
1 1/2- or 2-story frame b u i l d i n g w i t h 1- or 2-story p o r t i c o on the f r o n t . 
C l a s s i c a l l y i n s p i r e d columns w i t h I o n i c , C o r i n t h i a n or Composite c a p i t a l s are 
common. Entablatures w i t h molded cornices and d e n t i l s are also t y p i c a l . The 
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f r o n t entrance i s a prominent a r c h i t e c t u r a l element and includes a s i n g l e or 
double doorway w i t h s i d e l i g h t s and transoms. Beveled g l a z i n g i s o f t e n used. 

S i g n i f i c a n c e 
Residences can be s i g n i f i c a n t f o r t h e i r h i s t o r i c a l a s s o c i a t i o n s as w e l l 

as f o r t h e i r a r c h i t e c t u r a l m e r i t s ; t h e r e f o r e , they can be e l i g i b l e f o r the 
Nat i o n a l Register under C r i t e r i a A, B or C. Residences w i t h h i s t o r i c a l 
s i g n i f i c a n c e can be i n d i c a t i v e of broad trends i n l o c a l h i s t o r y ( C r i t e r i o n A) 
and can be r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of periods of growth i n the l o c a l economy. For 
exeunple, as Abilene consolidated i t s p o s i t i o n as a wholesale and d i s t r i b u t i o n 
center i n the r e g i o n , many people moved t o the c i t y i n c l u d i n g wholesalers, 
r e t a i l e r s , c l e r k s , l a b o r e r s and even cattlemen and o i l operators. The 
p r o s p e r i t y t h a t f o l l o w e d r e s u l t e d i n the c o n s t r u c t i o n of many new houses and 
the development of new neighborhoods t h a t expanded the c i t y ' s p h y s i c a l area. 

Residences can also be associated w i t h i n d i v i d u a l s who were important i n 
l o c a l h i s t o r y ( C r i t e r i o n B). I n t h i s case, these people should be d i r e c t l y 
i nvolved w i t h Abilene's wholesale and d i s t r i b u t i o n economy. An example would 
be the residence of an i n d i v i d u a l who owned and operated a wholesale business 
t h a t made important c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o the l o c a l economy. Residences w i t h these 
kinds of a s s o c i a t i o n s take on even grea t e r s i g n i f i c a n c e i f the b u i l d i n g s i n 
which t h e i r commercial e n t e r p r i s e s operated are no longer stand. These 
residences, t h e r e f o r e , are the sole s u r v i v i n g p h y s i c a l l i n k t o these 
i n d i v i d u a l s . 

Many residences are noteworthy f o r t h e i r a r c h i t e c t u r a l s i g n i f i c a n c e 
( C r i t e r i o n C) and can be outstanding examples of domestic a r c h i t e c t u r a l design 
or craftsmanship. Prominent l o c a l a r c h i t e c t David S. Castle and h i s f i r m 
designed homes f o r many of Abilene's w e a l t h i e s t and most successful c i t i z e n s , 
and these b u i l d i n g s o f t e n are a r c h i t e c t u r a l landmarks i n the community. 
Residences can also be s i g n i f i c a n t because they are good, r e l a t i v e l y unaltered 
examples of a common house form or type. 

REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS 
R e s i d e n t i a l p r o p e r t i e s can be considered f o r nomination t o the National 

Register i f they are at l e a s t 50 years o l d and r e t a i n a s i g n i f i c a n t amount of 
t h e i r a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y . They should be recognizable t o t h e i r p e r i o d of 
s i g n i f i c a n c e which, i n most cases, i s the date of c o n s t r u c t i o n . To be l i s t e d 
i n the N a t i o n a l Register, a r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g must meet at l e a s t one of the 
four N a t i o n a l Register C r i t e r i a f o r E v a l u a t i o n . 

Many of Abilene's h i s t o r i c d w e l l i n g s are nominated under C r i t e r i o n C as 
noteworthy examples of an a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e , type or method of c o n s t r u c t i o n . 
Physical i n t e g r i t y i s a key element i n e v a l u a t i n g p r o p e r t i e s i n t h i s category. 
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and a b u i l d i n g ' s e x t e r i o r d e t a i l i n g should appear almost e x a c t l y as i t d i d 
when o r i g i n a l l y constructed. While i t i s i n e v i t a b l e t h a t a r c h i t e c t u r a l f a b r i c 
d e t e r i o r a t e s over time, r e s t o r a t i o n , r e h a b i l i t a t i o n and r e c o n s t r u c t i o n e f f o r t s 
should be s e n s i t i v e t o a dw e l l i n g ' s h i s t o r i c character and should u t i l i z e 
shapes, forms and m a t e r i a l s t h a t are i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e from o r i g i n a l 
d e t a i l i n g . The i n s t a l l a t i o n of h i s t o r i c a l l y i n a p p r o p r i a t e elements can 
d e t r a c t from a b u i l d i n g ' s i n t e g r i t y and, t h e r e f o r e , make i t i n e l i g i b l e f o r the 
National Register. Common a l t e r a t i o n s t h a t can compromise a b u i l d i n g ' s 
i n t e g r i t y i n clude the replacement of wood sash windows w i t h modern metal sash 
windows, the i n s t a l l a t i o n of wrought i r o n supports and/or a concrete porch 
f l o o r , or the a p p l i c a t i o n of v i n y l , asbestos or aluminum s i d i n g over o r i g i n a l 
wood s i d i n g . The removal and non-replacement of a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t 
d e t a i l s can also compromise a dwel l i n g ' s h i s t o r i c i n t e g r i t y and i s seen most 
d r a m a t i c a l l y on Vernacular Houses and Bungalows. 

Pro p e r t i e s nominated under C r i t e r i o n A or B are those w i t h strong 
h i s t o r i c a l a s s o c i a t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g d i r e c t l i n k s w i t h important trends and 
events i n the past and associ a t i o n s w i t h i n d i v i d u a l s who have been 
h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t . I t i s important, however, t o e s t a b l i s h the r e l a t i v e 
s i g n i f i c a n c e of these h i s t o r i c a l f a c t o r s and how they are associated w i t h 
nominated p r o p e r t i e s . For example, a b u i l d i n g cannot be nominated merely 
because i t was the residence of an important and i n f l u e n t i a l i n d i v i d u a l i n 
Abilene's business community. A strong argument must describe h i s or her 
accomplishments and how t h a t person c o n t r i b u t e d t o l o c a l h i s t o r y . Also, t h a t 
person must have used such a pro p e r t y when s i g n i f i c a n c e was achieved and/or be 
the residence most c l o s e l y associated w i t h t h a t i n d i v i d u a l . The d w e l l i n g need 
not be a p a r t i c u l a r l y noteworthy example of an a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e or must i t 
r e t a i n i t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y t o the degree a pro p e r t y being nominated 
under C r i t e r i o n C must achieve. However, i t must r e t a i n enough of i t s 
i n t e g r i t y t o be recognizable t o i t s p e r i o d of s i g n i f i c a n c e . 

O u t b u i l d i n g s of r e s i d e n t i a l p r o p e r t i e s o f t e n e x h i b i t noteworthy 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s and, t h e r e f o r e , can possess a r c h i t e c t u r a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . 
T y p i c a l l o c a l examples include those o u t b u i l d i n g s associated w i t h P r a i r i e 
School-influenced houses and bungalows t h a t d i s p l a y d e t a i l i n g s i m i l a r t o the 
main pr o p e r t y . To be c l a s s i f i e d as a c o n t r i b u t i n g element, an o u t b u i l d i n g 
must be an important component on a prop e r t y and r e t a i n much of i t s o r i g i n a l 
or h i s t o r i c f a b r i c . The b u i l d i n g must be s u b s t a n t i a l enough i n size and scale 
t o be perceived as a separate b u i l d i n g independent of the main house. The 
most common examples are the 2-story garage/apartments behind many P r a i r i e 
School-influenced houses. A l t e r a t i o n s less than 50 years o l d , such as the 
i n s t a l l a t i o n of modern garage doors or the replacement of wood sash windows, 
can have a negative e f f e c t on the o u t b u i l d i n g ' s o v e r a l l i n t e g r i t y and may 
warrant i t s c l a s s i f i c a t i o n as a Noncontributing element, e s p e c i a l l y i f the 
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main house i s not as severely a l t e r e d . Outbuildings t h a t are less than 50 
years o l d lack h i s t o r i c i n t e g r i t y and are c l a s s i f i e d as Noncontributing. 

CHURCHES  

De s c r i p t i o n 

Organized r e l i g i o u s groups b u i l d Churches t h a t are intended f o r use as 
places of worship. Churches are i n a l l sections of the c i t y , but are most 
common along major s t r e e t s and a r t e r i e s t h a t extend through r e s i d e n t i a l 
neighborhoods. Although the most r e c e n t l y published telephone book l i s t s more 
than 120 church groups, only a small number of h i s t o r i c churches survive and 
are i n v e n t o r i e d i n the 1988-89 h i s t o r i c resources survey of Abilene. 

This p r o p e r t y type includes a diverse c o l l e c t i o n of b u i l d i n g s . Most, 
however, are r e l a t i v e l y l a r g e i n size and scale, e s p e c i a l l y when compared t o 
s i n g l e f a m i l y residences t h a t t y p i c a l l y surround churches. The m a j o r i t y 
occupy corner l o t s , and such a p a t t e r n , along w i t h t h e i r l a r g e r scale, makes 
them prominent p h y s i c a l landmarks i n the community. Churches i n Abilene 
d i s p l a y a broad range of d e t a i l i n g ; however, a r c h i t e c t u r a l ornamentation and 
s t y l i s t i c i n f l u e n c e s provide the most e f f e c t i v e means of grouping and 
ev a l u a t i n g the many kinds of Churches i n Abilene. 

The s t y l e t h a t exerted the most profound i n f l u e n c e on the design of 
l o c a l Churches i s the Gothic R e v i v a l , popular from the 1920s through the 
1950s. A d i s t i n c t i v e f e a t u r e of t h i s s t y l e i s the b e l l tower at one of the 
f r o n t corners. The tower, the t a l l e s t element of the church, r i s e s above the 
roof t h a t covers the main sanctuary and t y p i c a l l y has pointed or ogee arched 
openings. The main entrance u s u a l l y i s at the base of the tower. Battlements 
and c r e n e l a t i o n are common decorative f e a t u r e s and t y p i c a l l y are of l i g h t 
colored cast stone or t e r r a c o t t a t h a t c o n t r a s t s w i t h the dark colored b r i c k 
w a l l s . Other d e t a i l s associated w i t h the Gothic Revival s t y l e included lancet 
stained glass windows and de c o r a t i v e , n o n s t r u c t u r a l b u t t r e s s e s . 

Other h i s t o r i c Churches i n Abilene d i s p l a y d e t a i l s and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 
suggestive of C l a s s i c a l Revival a r c h i t e c t u r e . This s t y l e , i n c o n t r a s t t o the 
Gothic R e v i v a l , i s more syrometrical i n composition. Pedimented p o r t i c o s w i t h 
f r e e standing or attached columns or p i l a s t e r s are common. Entrances are 
u s u a l l y c e n t r a l l y l o c a t e d on the f r o n t . Window openings are rectangular and 
o f t e n have f l a t arched l i n t e l s w i t h keystones. 

The Gothic and C l a s s i c a l Revival s t y l e s are the most common type of high 
s t y l e d e t a i l i n g seen on l o c a l Churches but the m a j o r i t y i d e n t i f i e d i n the 
h i s t o r i c resources survey are vernacular b u i l d i n g s w i t h l i t t l e or no academic 
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s t y l i s t i c f e a t u r e s . B u i l d i n g s i n t h i s subgroup t y p i c a l l y have simple 
rectangular plans and f r o n t f a c i n g gable r o o f s . Frame c o n s t r u c t i o n i s 
p r e f e r r e d , and stucco, stone or b r i c k veneers are used as the e x t e r i o r f i n i s h . 
Windows are f i x e d or double hung, and st a i n e d or a r t glass l i g h t s are common. 

Si g n i f i c a n c e 
Churches, as a pr o p e r t y type, are associated w i t h the h i s t o r i c context, 

the "Railroad and Abilene's Development i n t o a Regional Wholesale and 
D i s t r i b u t i o n Center, 1881-1939," and they are an i n t e g r a l p a r t of the c i t y ' s 
h i s t o r i c a l development. O f f i c i a l s f o r the Texas and P a c i f i c R a i l r o a d 
designated c e r t a i n l o t s f o r Churches when Abilene was o r i g i n a l l y surveyed i n 
1881, p r o v i d i n g evidence f o r t h i s argument. These designations demonstrate 
t h a t town founders recognized the supportive r o l e of Churches i n l o c a l 
s o c i e t y , as Churches f u l f i l l e d r e l i g i o u s , s p i r i t u a l and s o c i a l needs of 
c i t i z e n s who came t o Abilene and c o n t r i b u t e d t o i t s growth and p r o s p e r i t y . 

Although they are important s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l landmarks i n the c i t y . 
Churches are most l i k e l y t o be e l i g i b l e f o r l i s t i n g i n the Na t i o n a l Register 
f o r t h e i r a r c h i t e c t u r a l s i g n i f i c a n c e ( C r i t e r i o n C). They may be an 
outstanding example of a s t y l e or type, d i s p l a y noteworthy craftsmanship, or 
represent the work of an important a r c h i t e c t or designer. 

Vernacular Churches are l i k e l y t o be smaller than high s t y l e Churches, 
which t y p i c a l l y have l a r g e congregations and thus greater f i n a n c i a l resources 
a v a i l a b l e f o r b u i l d i n g purposes. This t r e n d i s common not only i n Abilene, 
but also i n v i r t u a l l y every other s i m l a r l y sized community i n Texas, because 
church f a c i l i t i e s are o f t e n regarded as symbols of the congregations t h a t use 
them. Groups whose members include the town's w e a l t h i e s t and most prosperous 
c i t i z e n s o f t e n erected more maje s t i c and s t y l i s h Churches. 

REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS 
Churches are nominated t o the Nation a l Register p r i m a r i l y f o r t h e i r 

a r c h i t e c t u r a l m e r i t s ( C r i t e r i o n C) and they o f t e n d i s p l a y noteworthy s t y l i s t i c 
d e t a i l i n g and f e a t u r e s . To be e l i g i b l e , a church must be 50 years or older 
and r e t a i n i t s o r i g i n a l e x t e r i o r f i n i s h and d i s t i n g u i s h i n g a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
ornamentation. E x t e r i o r facades covered w i t h n o n - h i s t o r i c m a t e r i a l s or the 
removal of important d e t a i l s can a profound negative impact on the b u i l d i n g ' s 
h i s t o r i c appearance. Doors and windows should be o r i g i n a l s and not 
replacements, although the i n s t a l l a t i o n of n o n - h i s t o r i c s t a i n e d glass windows 
r a r e l y d e t r a c t s from a church's h i s t o r i c character. T i n t e d glass l i g h t s , on 
the other hand, can compromise the b u i l d i n g ' s i n t e g r i t y , e s p e c i a l l y i f the 
prope r t y i s being considered f o r i n d i v i d u a l nomination. Clear p r o t e c t i v e 
l i g h t s can be placed over stained glass windows w i t h o u t compromising the 
b u i l d i n g ' s i n t e g r i t y . I d e a l l y , a church should be un a l t e r e d w i t h no 
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a d d i t i o n s ; however, i f a recent b u i l d i n g program has r e s u l t e d i n the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n o f , f o r example, a new education wing, the a d d i t i o n should be 
unobtrusive and not a dominant element of the p r o p e r t y . The a d d i t i o n must be 
compatible and not have a great impact on the church's h i s t o r i c character; 
thus, the b u i l d i n g ' s o v e r a l l i n t e g r i t y i s maintained. 

A church can be nominated t o the N a t i o n a l Register f o r i t s h i s t o r i c a l 
a s sociations ( C r i t e r i o n A or B) but i s not considered f o r such d i s t i n c t i o n i f 
i t s h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e i s derived from the f a c t t h a t i t represents the 
congregation of a p a r t i c u l a r denomination or i t s members included l o c a l l y 
s i g n i f i c a n t and i n f l u e n t i a l c i t i z e n s . A strong argument must be made t o 
demonstrate how the church played an important r o l e i n Abilene's development 
i n t o a r e g i o n a l wholesale and d i s t r i b u t i o n center. For a church being 
nominated s o l e l y f o r i t s h i s t o r i c a l a s s o c i a t i o n s , a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y 
remains an important c o n s i d e r a t i o n but i s not as c r i t i c a l as those being 
nominated under C r i t e r i o n C. Nevertheless, the b u i l d i n g should s t i l l be 
recognizable t o the time i t achieved i t s h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS  

D e s c r i p t i o n 

Although few i n number. Public B u i l d i n g s , as a p r o p e r t y type, include 
some of Abilene's l a r g e s t and most important s t r u c t u r e s . Their d i s t i n c t i v e 
p h y s i c a l t r a i t s and, more i m p o r t a n t l y , t h e i r a s s o c i a t i v e q u a l i t i e s d i s t i n g u i s h 
them from other p r o p e r t y types i n the community. The kinds of s t r u c t u r e s t h a t 
f a l l i n t o t h i s category i n c l u d e courthouses, j a i l s , post o f f i c e s , government 
o f f i c e b u i l d i n g s , f i r e s t a t i o n s , l i b r a r i e s and municipal auditoriums. A l l 
were erected w i t h p u b l i c monies and were intended f o r l o c a l , s t a t e or f e d e r a l 
governmental groups and agencies. 

A Public B u i l d i n g i n Abilene t y p i c a l l y i s grand i n scale, e s p e c i a l l y 
when compared t o nearby non-public s t r u c t u r e s , and almost always i s two or 
more s t o r i e s i n h e i g h t . A b u i l d i n g i n t h i s category occupies a prominent and 
h i g h l y v i s i b l e s i t e and u s u a l l y stands at a s t r e e t corner or encompasses most, 
i f not a l l , of a c i t y block. Masonry e x t e r i o r s are q u i t e common and are 
t y p i c a l l y of b r i c k t h a t i s e i t h e r a veneer or load bearing. Most Public 
B u i l d i n g s are i n the c i t y ' s c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t ; f i r e s t a t i o n s , on the 
other hand, are i n mixed or predominately r e s i d e n t i a l areas. 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l ornamentation and s t y l i s t i c d e t a i l i n g can vary g r e a t l y , 
depending on the intended use and p e r i o d of c o n s t r u c t i o n . Because a Public 
B u i l d i n g i s an important symbol t o the e n t i r e community, such a s t r u c t u r e 
t y p i c a l l y i s more s t y l i s h and i s designed by an a r c h i t e c t . The s t y l e t h a t i s 
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used r e f l e c t s fashionable and widely accepted trends i n p u b l i c a r c h i t e c t u r e . 
The 1913-15 Taylor County Courthouse, f o r example, was b u i l t i n an era when 
the C l a s s i c a l Revival s t y l e was popular throughout the n a t i o n . This s t y l e was 
a f i t t i n g and appro p r i a t e symbol because both the a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e and the 
p h i l o s o p h i c a l concepts behind the laws i n t e r p r e t e d w i t h i n were based upon 
Greek and Roman i d e a l s . During the 1930s, when Abilene and the r e s t of the 
na t i o n experienced a pe r i o d of u n c e r t a i n t y and s o c i e t y and the r o l e of 
government changed d r a m a t i c a l l y , a new a r c h i t e c t u r a l expression ( A r t Deco) 
gained p o p u l a r i t y and was used f r e q u e n t l y on large scale p r o j e c t s such as a 
governmental b u i l d i n g . This s t y l e , modern and unprecedented, was 
re p r e s e n t a t i v e of a hope f o r b e t t e r times i n the f u t u r e . The 1931 j a i l i n 
Abilene d i s p l a y s A r t Deco d e t a i l i n g . 

S i g n i f i c a n c e 
Public B u i l d i n g s can have h i s t o r i c a l and a r c h i t e c t u r a l s i g n i f i c a n c e and 

can be e l i g i b l e f o r l i s t i n g i n the Na t i o n a l Register under C r i t e r i a A or C. 
They are grouped under the h i s t o r i c context "The Ra i l r o a d and Abilene's 
Development i n t o a Wholesale and D i s t r i b u t i o n Center i n West Texas, 1881-1939" 
because t h e i r c o n s t r u c t i o n i s a t t r i b u t e d t o the establishment of r a i l service 
t o the community and the r e s u l t i n g growth t h a t the r a i l r o a d brought. The 
dec i s i o n t o move the county seat t o Abilene, f o r example, i s d i r e c t l y l i n k e d 
t o the r a i l r o a d , as county r e s i d e n t s expressed t h e i r d e s i r e f o r the seat of 
government t o be near t h e r a i l r o a d . The f a c t t h a t the Texas and P a c i f i c 
Railway Company donated land f o r use as the courthouse square f u r t h e r 
r e i n f o r c e s the i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p between the r a i l r o a d and the county 
government. Other Public B u i l d i n g s were constructed as Abilene developed i n t o 
one of West Texas' l a r g e s t and most important c i t i e s . F i r e s t a t i o n s were 
b u i l t i n new neighborhoods t h a t were e s t a b l i s h e d i n the 1920s. 

Besides t h e i r h i s t o r i c a l a s s o c i a t i o n s . Public B u i l d i n g s can be important 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l landmarks i n the community. They o f t e n d i s p l a y high s t y l e 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l ornamentation and can be outstanding examples of a c e r t a i n 
s t y l e . And they o f t e n e x h i b i t noteworthy craftsmanship and design q u a l i t i e s . 

REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS 
Public B u i l d i n g s can be r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of broad p a t t e r n s i n l o c a l 

h i s t o r y ( C r i t e r i o n A) but they must be d i r e c t l y associated w i t h Abilene's 
development i n t o a r e g i o n a l wholesale and d i s t r i b u t i o n center. The county 
courthouse, f o r example, was erected i n Abilene because the r a i l r o a d went 
through the c i t y and bypassed B u f f a l o Gap, the o r i g i n a l county se t . I t i s 
h i g h l y u n l i k e l y t h a t county commissioners would have decided t o move the 
county seat i f Abilene d i d not have a r a i l r o a d . Public B u i l d i n g s can also be 
s i g n i f i c a n t and considered f o r N a t i o n a l Register d i s t i n c t i o n i f a l o c a l l y 
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important h i s t o r i c a l event took place i n such a s t r u c t u r e . However, t h a t 
event must be r e l a t e d t o the h i s t o r i c context. 

T h e o r e t i c a l l y , Public B u i l d i n g s can be associated w i t h an important 
i n d i v i d u a l ( C r i t e r i o n B) i f t h a t person a t t a i n e d h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e i n 
connection w i t h a Public B u i l d i n g . Such an occurrence i s not l i k e l y because a 
Public B u i l d i n g by d e f i n i t i o n i s associated w i t h the community at large and 
not n e c e s s a r i l y w i t h an i n d i v i d u a l . A s i n g l e or group of persons may have l e d 
e f f o r t s t o have a Public B u i l d i n g erected but funds f o r i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n was 
p u b l i c l y financed and i t s intended purpose was geared toward l a r g e groups. 

Because Public B u i l d i n g s o f t e n were, and are, important symbols t o the 
community, they t y p i c a l l y are prominent a r c h i t e c t u r a l landmarks and thus are 
u s u a l l y considered f o r Na t i o n a l Register d i s t i n c t i o n under C r i t e r i o n C. They 
may represent important cormtiissions of an a r c h i t e c t whose career b e n e f i t t e d 
g r e a t l y from the design of the s t r u c t u r e . A r c h i t e c t u r a l s i g n i f i c a n c e can also 
be achieved by the s t r u c t u r e being an outstanding example of a s t y l e or type. 
I n order t o e l i g i b l e under t h i s c r i t e r i o n , i n t e g r i t y i s a c r u c i a l f a c t o r and 
the b u i l d i n g must r e t a i n most of i t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s . H i s t o r i c f a b r i c 
must be maintained, and a d d i t i o n s and a l t e r a t i o n s cannot d e t r a c t from the 
s t r u c t u r e ' s o v e r a l l h i s t o r i c character. 
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EDUCATIONAL BUILDINGS  

D e s c r i p t i o n 
H i s t o r i c Educational B u i l d i n g s , u n l i k e Commercial B u i l d i n g s or 

Residences, i s a l o c a l p r o p e r t y type t h a t includes a r e l a t i v e l y small number 
of b u i l d i n g s t h a t are a r c h i t e c t u r a l , h i s t o r i c a l and c u l t u r a l landmarks i n 
Abilene t h a t help d e f i n e the c i t y ' s c l a i m as an education center i n West 
Texas. The p r o p e r t y type i s named Educational B u i l d i n g s r a t h e r than Schools 
because of i t s broader d e f i n i t i o n . Educational B u i l d i n g s i n c l u d e classrooms, 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n b u i l d i n g s , gymnasiums, d o r m i t o r i e s and other b u i l d i n g s erected 
f o r and maintained by p u b l i c and p r i v a t e i n s t i t u t i o n s of l e a r n i n g . Campuses, 
which are planned groupings of education r e l a t e d f a c i l i t i e s , also f a l l w i t h i n 
t h i s p roperty type and in c l u d e b u i l d i n g s as w e l l as landscaping f e a t u r e s . 

Educational B u i l d i n g s stand as i s o l a t e d b u i l d i n g s i n neighborhoods 
throughout the c i t y or are grouped on the grounds of the l o c a l c o l l e g e s . As a 
whole, however, they e x h i b i t many common p h y s i c a l a t t r i b u t e s . A t y p i c a l 
example i s r e l a t i v e l y l a r g e i n scale and ranges from one t o t h r e e s t o r i e s i n 
height. The plan i s e i t h e r r e c t a n g u l a r or U-shaped or , as i s t r u e f o r the 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n B u i l d i n g at Abilene C h r i s t i a n U n i v e r s i t y , conforms t o a 
P a l l a d i a n - l i k e arrangement w i t h a c e n t r a l block and side wings and p a v i l i o n s . 
A b r i c k e x t e r i o r f i n i s h i s most common and i s e i t h e r s t r u c t u r a l , i . e . , load 
bearing, or a veneer t h a t covers s t e e l or concrete frame c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

Renaissance Revival d e t a i l i n g t y p i c a l l y adorns l o c a l educational 
b u i l d i n g s , which date from the 1920s t o the 1940s. This s t y l e draws 
i n s p i r a t i o n from c l a s s i c a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l t r a d i t i o n s and some can even be 
categorized as i l l u s t r a t i o n s of the C l a s s i c a l Revival s t y l e . Nevertheless, 
most l o c a l examples have t r i p a r t i t e massing w i t h a r a i s e d basement at the 
ground l e v e l and a parapet w i t h an e n t a b l a t u r e , cornice and d e n t i l s as a 
crown. The mid-section o f t e n has p i l a s t e r s t h a t d i v i d e e x t e r i o r bays. With 
c l a s s i c a l l y i n s p i r e d c a p i t a l s — I o n i c , C o r i n t h i a n or Composite—these p i l a s t e r s 
extend the height of the mid-section and v i s u a l l y support the e n t a b l a t u r e and 
cornice. They also enhance the b u i l d i n g ' s o v e r a l l v e r t i c a l i t y . Other surface 
orncunentation t h a t d i s p l a y s Renaissance or C l a s s i c a l Revival i n s p i r e d 
d e t a i l i n g includes q u o i n - l i k e masonry work along the corners, f l a t arches w i t h 
keystones above window openings, and t e r r a c o t t a or cast stone decorative 
elements, such as cartouches and m o d i l l i o n s , t h a t are a p p l i e d onto the 
e x t e r i o r . 

Some l o c a l examples of Renaissance Revival s t y l e d Educational B u i l d i n g s 
have pedimented p o r t i c o s t o mark the primary entrance; o t h e r s , however, are 
more subdued. Windows t y p i c a l l y are double hung, although the p u b l i c school 
d i s t r i c t has i n s t a l l e d metal panels t o cover such openings on many of t h e i r 
f a c i l i t i e s . 
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Although the Renaissance Revival s t y l e i s the most common a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
expression seen on l o c a l educational b u i l d i n g s , i t i s by no means the only 
one. Several, p a r t i c u l a r l y those the p u b l i c school d i s t r i c t erected, d i s p l a y 
d e t a i l i n g associated w i t h the Late Gothic Revival s t y l e . A b u i l d i n g w i t h t h i s 
type of ornamentation has pointed or ogee arch openings, the most d i s t i n c t i v e 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of t h i s s t y l e . Buttresses are another common f e a t u r e and they 
emphasize the b u i l d i n g ' s v e r t i c a l i t y . Cast stone or t e r r a c o t t a t r i m i s used 
around window and door openings. 

Educational b u i l d i n g s t h a t date t o the l a t e 1930s and e a r l y 1940s 
t y p i c a l l y d i s p l a y an A r t Deco i n f l u e n c e i n massing and d e t a i l i n g . Such 
b u i l d i n g s have metal sash windows, and s t y l i z e d ornamentation t h a t i s based on 
geometrical shapes and p a t t e r n s . Local examples are not high s t y l e versions 
of A r t Deco a r c h i t e c t u r e , but e x h i b i t some fea t u r e s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of the 
s t y l e . 

S i g n i f i c a n c e 
Educational B u i l d i n g s can have h i s t o r i c a l and a r c h i t e c t u r a l s i g n i f i c a n c e 

and can be e l i g i b l e f o r l i s t i n g i n the N a t i o n a l Register under C r i t e r i a A, B 
or C. They are the most d i r e c t p h y s i c a l l i n k t o Abilene's development i n t o a 
major educational center i n West Texas. For the th r e e p r i v a t e colleges and 
u n i v e r s i t i e s of Abilene, Educational B u i l d i n g s housed a d m i n i s t r a t i v e o f f i c e s , 
classrooms, d o r m i t o r i e s and other f a c i l i t i e s and enabled these i n s t i t u t i o n s t o 
f u n c t i o n as quasi-independent communities w i t h i n the town. 

Educational B u i l d i n g s associated w i t h the p u b l i c school system are 
i n d i c a t i v e of l o c a l e f f o r t s t o educate the c h i l d r e n of Abilene. These 
b u i l d i n g s , most of which were erected i n the 1920s and 1930s, r e f l e c t the 
c i t y ' s growth and p r o s p e r i t y between the two world wars. The occurrence and 
l o c a t i o n of p u b l i c schools r e f l e c t p a t t e r n s and trends i n the c i t y ' s growth 
and p h y s i c a l development. The type of f a c i l i t i e s provided f o r l o c a l Blacks 
and Hispanics i n d i c a t e s p r i o r i t i e s shown toward m i n o r i t i e s i n Abilene. Public 
schools also document l o c a l support f o r the educational program of the 
d i s t r i c t . The passage of several bond packages d u r i n g the 1920s and 1930s, 
f o r example, r e f l e c t s Abilene's conmitment t o education. 

Although Educational B u i l d i n g s t y p i c a l l y are important i n broad trends 
i n l o c a l h i s t o r y , they may also be s i g n i f i c a n t f o r t h e i r a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h an 
i n d i v i d u a l who was i n f l u e n t i a l i n l o c a l education e f f o r t s . Perhaps the best 
i l l u s t r a t i o n i n v o l v e s the p h i l a n t h r o p i c e f f o r t s of a person who c o n t r i b u t e d a 
large sum of money f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n of a b u i l d i n g . 

Besides t h e i r h i s t o r i c a l a s s o c i a t i o n s . Educational B u i l d i n g s are among 
the c i t y ' s most a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t b u i l d i n g s and o f t e n represent the 
commissions of prominent l o c a l a r c h i t e c t s , designers, c o n t r a c t o r s and 
b u i l d e r s . Educational B u i l d i n g s are f u n c t i o n a l i n t h a t they provide classroom 
or o f f i c e space, but are also important symbols of the groups and i n s t i t u t i o n s 
t h a t erected them. As a consecjuence. Educational B u i l d i n g s t y p i c a l l y d i s p l a y 
noteworthy ornamentation and are among the c i t y ' s best examples of high s t y l e 
a r c h i t e c t u r e . Promotional booklets published t o encourage Abilene's growth 
always i n c l u d e photographs and statements about the p u b l i c schools and the 
c i t y ' s p r i v a t e c o l l e g e s . 
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REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS 
Educational B u i l d i n g s can be considered f o r the N a t i o n a l Register under 

C r i t e r i o n A i f a strong argument can be made t o demonstrate how a p a r t i c u l a r 
educational b u i l d i n g i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of broad trends or p a t t e r n s i n l o c a l 
educational e f f o r t s . For example, the b u i l d i n g could be the only i n t a c t 
b u i l d i n g s u r v i v i n g on the o r i g i n a l campus of a co l l e g e t h a t has subsequently 
moved t o new grounds. Although i n t e g r i t y i s an important concern, the 
b u i l d i n g may be a l t e r e d and no longer has t o be used f o r educational purposes. 
I t must, however, appear much as i t d i d when i t achieved h i s t o r i c a l 
s i g n i f i c a n c e , i . e . , when i t was used f o r education r e l a t e d f u n c t i o n s . 

Educational B u i l d i n g s can also be associated w i t h i n d i v i d u a l s 
s i g n i f i c a n t i n l o c a l educational e f f o r t s ( C r i t e r i o n B) although such 
occurrences are not common. An example could be a wealthy c i t i z e n who made a 
large donation t o a c o l l e g e f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n of a classroom, dormitory or 
some other educational f a c i l i t y or a w e l l recognized f a c u l t y member. As i s 
t r u e f o r those b u i l d i n g s associated w i t h broad h i s t o r i c a l p a t t e r n s , those 
nominated under C r i t e r i o n B do not have t o be un a l t e r e d but they must r e t a i n 
enough i n t e g r i t y t o be recognizable t o t h e i r p e r i o d of s i g n i f i c a n c e . 
D i s t i n g u i s h i n g a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s must be i n t a c t , as the removal of such 
elements can compromise h i s t o r i c i n t e g r i t y . 

Educational B u i l d i n g s can also be considered f o r l i s t i n g i n the National 
Register under C r i t e r i o n C as noteworthy examples of an a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e or 
type. They can also d i s p l a y outstanding craftsmanship or design q u a l i t i e s , or 
represent the work of an important a r c h i t e c t . To be e l i g i b l e f o r the National 
Register under t h i s c r i t e r i o n , the b u i l d i n g must r e t a i n i t s i n t e g r i t y t o a 
very high degree. The removal of important a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s — a 
c l a s s i c a l l y i n s p i r e d c o r n i c e , f o r example—or the replacement of h i s t o r i c 
f a b r i c w i t h incompatible modern m a t e r i a l s can d e t r a c t from the b u i l d i n g ' s 
o v e r a l l h i s t o r i c character and can keep a b u i l d i n g from being l i s t e d under 
C r i t e r i o n C. Common a l t e r a t i o n s t h a t can d e t r a c t from a b u i l d i n g ' s i n t e g r i t y 
i n c lude the removal of o r i g i n a l doors and windows and the i n s t a l l a t i o n of 
aluminum frame replacements. 

RESIDENCES  
De s c r i p t i o n 

Residences i s a pr o p e r t y type t h a t includes domestic b u i l d i n g s and are 
found i n most sections of the c i t y . They c o n s t i t u t e the s i n g l e l a r g e s t 
property type i n Abilene; however, four p r i n c i p a l subtypes are i d e n t i f i e d : 
Bungalows, P r a i r i e School-influenced, Vernacular and Tudor Revival houses. A 
f i f t h category. Other Residences, includes d w e l l i n g s t h a t cannot be 
categorized i n t h e fo u r other subtypes. 

The p r o p e r t y type. Residences, i s discussed i n much gr e a t e r d e t a i l i n 
as s o c i a t i o n w i t h the h i s t o r i c context, "The Rai l r o a d and Abilene's Development 
i n t o a Regional Wholesale and D i s t r i b u t i o n Center, 1881-1939." 

S i g n i f i c a n c e 
Although Educational B u i l d i n g s have the str o n g e s t , most d i r e c t and most 

obvious a s s o c i a t i o n s w i t h l o c a l educational e f f o r t s . Residences are also 
l i n k e d t o t h i s h i s t o r i c context and they can be e l i g i b l e f o r the N a t i o n a l 
Register under C r i t e r i o n B. They can be the home of a c i t i z e n who made 
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important c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o education, such as the president of one of the 
colle g e s , a professor d i s t i n g u i s h e d i n h i s or her f i e l d of study, or 
superintendent of the l o c a l p u b l i c school system. 

REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS 
Re s i d e n t i a l p r o p e r t i e s nominated under C r i t e r i o n A or B under t h i s 

h i s t o r i c context are those w i t h strong h i s t o r i c a l a s s o c i a t i o n s t o l o c a l 
educational e f f o r t s . I t i s important, however, t o e s t a b l i s h the r e l a t i v e 
s i g n i f i c a n c e of these h i s t o r i c a l f a c t o r s and how they are associated w i t h 
nominated p r o p e r t i e s . For example, a b u i l d i n g cannot be nominated because i t 
merely was the residence of an important and i n f l u e n t i a l i n d i v i d u a l i n 
Abilene's p u b l i c school system. A strong argument must be made t o describe 
h i s or her accomplishments and how they c o n t r i b u t e d t o the l o c a l h i s t o r y . 
Also, such a property must have been used by t h a t person when s i g n i f i c a n c e was 
achieved and/or be the residence most c l o s e l y associated w i t h t h a t i n d i v i d u a l . 
The d w e l l i n g need not be a p a r t i c u l a r l y noteworthy example of an a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
s t y l e but must r e t a i n enough of i t s i n t e g r i t y t o be recognizable t o i t s period 
of s i g n i f i c a n c e . 
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SURVEY AND EVALUATION METHODS 

Previous Survey Results 
P r i o r t o i n s t i g a t i n g any f i e l d w o r k , t h e P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r examined e a r l i e r 

survey r e s u l t s on f i l e w i t h the Texas H i s t o r i c S i t e s Inventory i n the National 
Register Programs Department of the Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission. This determined 
the types of resources t h a t were p r e v i o u s l y i d e n t i f i e d , the amount of h i s t o r i c a l 
and a r c h i t e c t u r a l documentation obtained on these p r o p e r t i e s , and the areas t h a t 
have a dense c o n c e n t r a t i o n of h i s t o r i c resources. E l l e n Beasley's 1979 survey 
was the most extensive and s i g n i f i c a n t undertaking t o date. Results of a 1987 
survey by the C i t y of Abilene Planning Department and the Abilene Preservation 
League, which i n v o l v e d a comprehensive b u i l d i n g - b y - b u i l d i n g i n v e n t o r y of the 
Sayles Boulevard area, were also s c r u t i n i z e d . Other records i n the Texas 
H i s t o r i c S i t e s I n v e n t o r y included documentation of various i n d i v i d u a l b u i l d i n g s 
t h a t Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission s t a f f prepared d u r i n g the 1970s. I n a d d i t i o n 
t o i n s p e c t i n g these survey records, the P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r examined relevant 
National Register and s t a t e marker f i l e s a t the Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission. 

F i e l d I n v e s t i g a t i o n s 
A f t e r reviewing previous survey e f f o r t s , the P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r began f i e l d 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s by o b t a i n i n g a s e r i e s of zoning/land use maps from the C i t y of 
Abilene's Planning Department. These maps were used t o d e l i n e a t e p r o j e c t 
boundaries. The P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r then undertook a systematic s t r e e t - b y - s t r e e t 
examination of the p r o j e c t area, using the maps t o p l o t the l o c a t i o n of each 
i d e n t i f i e d h i s t o r i c resource. A l l b u i l d i n g s , s t r u c t u r e s , and o b j e c t s , regardless 
of a r c h i t e c t u r a l or h i s t o r i c a l i n t e g r i t y , t h a t appeared t o have been b u i l t before 
1945 were sununarily included i n the in v e n t o r y . The d e c i s i o n t o be i n c l u s i v e was 
based upon the P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r ' s knowledge of a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e s , forms, and 
trends and the periods i n which they were popular. The types of p r o p e r t i e s 
included were e x t a n t , non-archeological resources such as d w e l l i n g s , commercial 
b u i l d i n g s and i n s t i t u t i o n a l b u i l d i n g s ( l i k e schools and churches), as w e l l as 
cemeteries, vi a d u c t s and bridges. 

As each h i s t o r i c resource was i d e n t i f i e d , the address, property type, 
f a c t u a l or estimated date of c o n s t r u c t i o n , and t e n t a t i v e p r e s e r v a t i o n p r i o r i t y 
r a t i n g were recorded and subsecjuently incorporated i n t o an in v e n t o r y . The 
address of each p r o p e r t y was g e n e r a l l y a v a i l a b l e from a curbside view of the 
b u i l d i n g ; i n instances when an address was not i n d i c a t e d on the b u i l d i n g or was 
not v i s i b l e from the curbside, c i t y zoning maps, Sanborn F i r e Insurance Com.pany 
Maps, or c u r r e n t c i t y d i r e c t o r i e s were examined t o o b t a i n the address 
i n f o r m a t i o n . Property type i d e n t i f i e s the b u i l d i n g by i t s o r i g i n a l f u n c t i o n and 
t h i s intended capacity was recorded. I n most cases, the b u i l d i n g s are s t i l l i n 
t h e i r o r i g i n a l c a p a c i t y . Some exceptions e x i s t , f o r example, a c. 1925 residence 
t h a t was r e c e n t l y converted i n t o an o f f i c e or r e t a i l s t o r e was recorded as a 
d w e l l i n g . Although the f a c t u a l date f o r some b u i l d i n g s was obtained from corner 
or d e d i c a t i o n stones, the P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r estimated the c o n s t r u c t i o n dates f o r 
the m a j o r i t y of i d e n t i f i e d p r o p e r t i e s based upon o r i g i n a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l f a b r i c 
and d e t a i l i n g . The p r e l i m i n a r y p r e s e r v a t i o n p r i o r i t y r a t i n g r e f l e c t s a " f i r s t 
impression" of a b u i l d i n g ' s present a r c h i t e c t u r a l s i g n i f i c a n c e and i n t e g r i t y and 
i t s p o t e n t i a l a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h l o c a l l y important events, i n d i v i d u a l s , or trends. 
Preference was given t o old e r (pre-1925) b u i l d i n g s and those w i t h unusual or 
unicjue a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s . P r o p e r t i e s i n the "high' category are considered 
the most s i g n i f i c a n t w h i l e those i n the "medium" and "low" r a t i n g s are considered 
of lesser importance based upon the l i m i t e d documentation gathered d u r i n g the 
overview phase. 
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Because the p r o j e c t area encompassed such a l a r g e t e r r i t o r y , the P r o j e c t 
D i r e c t o r grouped h i s t o r i c p r o p e r t i e s according t o t h e i r l o c a t i o n r e l a t i v e t o the 
t r a c k s of the Texas and P a c i f i c R a i l r o a d . Such a d e c i s i o n was d e s i r a b l e due t o 
the considerable number of s i t e s t o be i n v e n t o r i e d and was an obvious way t o 
organize the survey data. Moreover, the r a i l r o a d t r a c k s h i s t o r i c a l l y have been 
an i n t r a - c i t y b a r r i e r , e f f e c t i v e l y d i v i d i n g Abilene i n t o roughly etjual-sized 
halves. C i t y s t r e e t s , w i t h few exceptions, run p a r a l l e l t o or perpendicular t o 
the r a i l r o a d t r a c k s . Only a handful of s t r e e t s , such as Treadaway, Mockingbird 
and W i l l i s , cross the t r a c k s and s t r e t c h i n t o both the n o r t h and south halves of 
the c i t y . 

Because the overview was completed d u r i n g the f a l l when leaves, bushes and 
other v e g e t a t i o n obscured important a r c h i t e c t u r a l ornamentation, no photographs 
were taken. I n the w i n t e r , however, a 3 5 m i l l i m e t e r black and white negative and 
a c o l o r s l i d e were taken of each "high" and the more s i g n i f i c a n t "medium" 
p r i o r i t y s i t e s . The r o l l and frame numbers of each photograph were recorded, 
cross referenced w i t h s t r e e t addresses, and incorporated i n t o the i n v e n t o r y . 

Research E f f o r t s 
The research phase, which f o l l o w e d completion of the overview, was one of 

the most c r i t i c a l steps i n the p r o j e c t , p r o v i d i n g v i t a l h i s t o r i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n 
on selected p r o p e r t i e s . Because of budgetary r e s t r a i n t s , research was l i m i t e d 
t o "high" and the more s i g n i f i c a n t "medium" p r i o r i t y s i t e s , t o t a l i n g 608. The 
l a t t e r category includes p r o p e r t i e s t h a t are moderately t o severely a l t e r e d but 
were b e l i e v e d t o p o s s i b l y possess some h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e , or were 
i d e n t i f i e d i n more general research i n v e s t i g a t i o n s as the residence or place of 
business of a l o c a l l y important i n d i v i d u a l , e n t e r p r i s e , or h i s t o r i c a l event. A l l 
m a t e r i a l s and data generated during t h i s phase of the p r o j e c t were recorded on 
Research Data Sheets, copies are f i l e d at the Abilene Preservation League. 

The P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r began i n v e s t i g a t i n g at the Taylor County Appraisal 
D i s t r i c t O f f i c e where the l e g a l d e s c r i p t i o n , c u r r e n t owner (or t a x p a y e r ) , and 
m a i l i n g address of the selected p r o p e r t i e s were recorded. A q u e s t i o n n a i r e t h a t 
s o l i c i t e d important h i s t o r i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n was subsequently prepared and sent t o 
each of the i d e n t i f i e d p r o p e r t y owners. A t o t a l of 608 questionnaires were 
mailed and 158 (about 26 percent) were completed and r e t u r n e d . These m a t e r i a l s 
are stored at the o f f i c e s of the Abilene Preservation League and incorporated 
i n t o t h a t o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s permanent f i l e system. 

The P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r obtained a d d i t i o n a l h i s t o r i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n from a 
v a r i e t y of sources. Sanborn F i r e Insurance Company Maps proved a p a r t i c u l a r l y 
u s e f u l source of i n f o r m a t i o n , and maps from 1952 ( a t the Abilene Preservation 
League), 1929, 1919, 1915, 1908, 1902, 1896 and 1885 ( a t the Barker Texas H i s t o r y 
Center) were examined. The b u i l d i n g " f o o t p r i n t " (a diagram of a property's 
e x t e r i o r shape) and a b r i e f d e s c r i p t i o n of the b u i l d i n g and the map number t h a t 
i t appears on were recorded on the Research Data Sheet. Such a step was c r i t i c a l 
i n uncovering changes of addresses and s t r e e t names t h a t might otherwise be 
d i f f i c u l t t o determine. The p h y s i c a l h i s t o r y of each b u i l d i n g was t r a c e d back 
i n time u n t i l i t s approximate date of c o n s t r u c t i o n was resolved (e.g. the 
b u i l d i n g ' s l o c a t i o n was a vacant l o t or another b u i l d i n g stood on the l o t ) . 

F ollowing completion of Sanborn F i r e Insurance Company Map research, the 
P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r examined c i t y d i r e c t o r i e s t o determine past occupants of these 
b u i l d i n g s . C i t y d i r e c t o r i e s published about the Scune time as the Sanborn maps 
v e r i f i e d the existence of a b u i l d i n g and compensated f o r any address changes. 
C i t y d i r e c t o r i e s f o r 1939-1940, 1934-1935, 1929, 1925, 1921, 1915 and 1907-1908 
were reviewed and the occupants of each pr o p e r t y recorded on the Research Data 
Sheet. 
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Preservation P r i o r i t y E v a l u a t i o n 
As the f i e l d w o r k and research phases were completed, each property was 

reviewed and assigned a f i n a l p r e s e r v a t i o n p r i o r i t y r a t i n g based upon the current 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y and known h i s t o r i c a l a s s o c i a t i o n s . This e v a l u a t i o n 
should not be considered a s t a t i c d e s i g n a t i o n , but can and should be changed t o 
r e f l e c t the e v o l v i n g s t a t u s of p r o p e r t i e s . Documented s i t e s were evaluated on 
the basis of the f o l l o w i n g c r i t e r i a : 

427 HIGH PRIORITY PROPERTIES - Contributes s i g n i f i c a n t l y t o l o c a l h i s t o r y 
or broader h i s t o r i c a l p a t t e r n s ; i s an outstanding, unique, or good r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
example of a r c h i t e c t u r e , engineering, or c r a f t e d design; i s a good example of a 
common l o c a l b u i l d i n g form, a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e , or plan-type and r e t a i n s a 
s i g n i f i c a n t p o r t i o n of i t s o r i g i n a l character and c o n t e x t u a l i n t e g r i t y ; i s a very 
s i g n i f i c a n t modern or recent landmark; meets, i n some cases, c r i t e r i a f o r 
i n c l u s i o n i n the N a t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places or as a Recorded Texas 
H i s t o r i c Landmark. 

1,168 MEDIUM PRIORITY PROPERTIES - Contributes moderately t o l o c a l h i s t o r y 
or broader h i s t o r i c a l p a t t e r n s , but a l t e r a t i o n s or d e t e r i o r a t i o n have diminished 
the resources's i n t e g r i t y ; i s a t y p i c a l example of a r c h i t e c t u r e , engineering or 
c r a f t e d design; i s a t y p i c a l example of a common l o c a l b u i l d i n g form, 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e , or type; i s a modern or recent landmark 

4,735 LOW PRIORITY PROPERTIES - T y p i f i e s a more recent common l o c a l 
b u i l d i n g form, a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e , or plan-type, w i t h no i d e n t i f i e d h i s t o r i c a l 
a s s o c i a t i o n s ; i s a moderate t o severely a l t e r e d or d e t e r i o r a t e d resource t h a t 
e x e m p l i f i e s a d i s t i n c t i v e b u i l d i n g type or a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e , or t h a t has only 
minor h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . 

6,330 TOTAL NUMBER OF PROPERTIES IDENTIFIED. 
4,800 ESTIMATED ACREAGE OF AREA INCLUDED IN SURVEY. 
Once p r e s e r v a t i o n p r i o r i t y r a t i n g s were f i n a l i z e d , based upon known 

h i s t o r i c a l and a r c h i t e c t u r a l data, a l l "high" p r i o r i t y s i t e s were considered f o r 
designation t o the N a t i o n a l Register. Each s i t e was evaluated w i t h respect t o 
the two developed h i s t o r i c contexts and t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e p r o p e r t y types t o 
determine r e l a t i v e s i g n i f i c a n c e . Each pro p e r t y was s c r u t i n i z e d t o determine i t s 
h i s t o r i c a l a s s o c i a t i o n s and a r c h i t e c t u r a l noteworthiness. Since more than 50 
p r o p e r t i e s appeared t o be e l i g i b l e , the P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r selected s i t e s t o ensure 
t h a t a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e cross s e c t i o n of h i s t o r i c resources would be included i n 
the f i r s t phase of Abilene's M u l t i p l e Property Nomination process. Therefore, 
several smaller vernacular b u i l d i n g s were included because they represented a 
large group of p r o p e r t i e s t h a t are o f t e n overlooked and not f u l l y appreciated. 

I t i s important t o r e a l i z e t h a t the purpose of completing a M u l t i p l e 
Property Nomination i s t o provide the freunework f o r nominating more p r o p e r t i e s 
t o the N a t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places. With the completion of t h i s 
document, more Abilene p r o p e r t i e s should be nominated t o the N a t i o n a l Register, 
e s p e c i a l l y i f more h i s t o r i c a l data i s gathered and/or successful r e s t o r a t i o n 
p r o j e c t s r e - e s t a b l i s h a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y . 
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PHOTOGRAPH LOG 

Abilene Christian College Administration Building 
Abilene Christian University Campus 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
West facade, camera facing east 
Photograph 1 of 48 

Luce Hall 
Abilene Christian University Campus 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
Southwest oblique, camera facing northeast 
Photograph 2 of 48 

W.A.V. Cash House 
1302 Amarillo 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
East facade, camera facing west 
Photograph 3 of 48 

House at 1127 Ash 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
Southwest oblique, camera facing northeast 
Photograph 4 of 48 
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Horace O. Wooten House 
242 Beech 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
East facade, camera facing west 
Photograph 5 of 48 

William A. Minter House 
340 Beech 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
East facade, camera facing west 
Photograph 6 of 48 

O.D. and Ada Dillingham House 
1625 Belmont 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
West facade, camera facing east 
Photograph 7 of 48 

Abilene Fire Station Number 2 
441 Butternut 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
Southwest oblique, camera facing northeast 
Photograph 8 of 48 
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George W. and Lavina McDaniel House 
774 Butternut 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
Southeast oblique, camera facing northwest 
Photograph 9 of 48 

E.D. Williamson House 
641 Chestnut 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
West facade, camera facing east 
Photograph 10 of 48 

Oscar P. Thomas House 
210 Clinton 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
East facade, camera facing west 
Photograph 11 of 48 

J.W. Evans House 
258 Clinton 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
East facade, camera facing west 
Photograph 12 of 48 
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Abilene Streetcar Railway Company Bam 
1037 Clinton 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
Southwest oblique, camera facing northeast 
Photograph 13 of 48 

Caldwell Hall 
Hardin-Simmons University Campus 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
Southwest oblique, camera facing northeast 
Photograph 14 of 48 

William J. Fulwiler House 
910 Highland 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by Abilene Preservation League 
Spring 1988 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
East facade, camera facing west 
Photograph 15 of 48 

Roland A.D. Green House 
1358 Highland 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
East facade, camera facing west 
Photograph 16 of 48 
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Universal Manufacturing Company Building 
150 Locust 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
Southeast oblique, camera facing northwest 
Photograph 17 of 48 

Abilene and Northern Company Depot 
189 Locust 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
Southwest oblique, camera facing northeast 
Photograph 18 of 48 

McMurry College Administration Building 
McMurry College Campus 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
North oblique, camera facing south 
Photograph 19 of 48 

Eugene L. Finley House 
208 Merchant 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
Northeast oblique, camera facing southwest 
Photograph 20 of 48 
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Samuel A. Chambers House 
224 Merchant 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
East facade, camera facing west 
Photograph 21 of 48 

A.T. Jones House 
418 Merchant 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
East facade, camera facing west 
Photograph 22 of 48 

William and Evla Stith House 
346 Mulberry 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
Southeast oblique, camera facing northwest 
Photograph 23 of 48 

William and Mary Ackers House 
802 Mulberry 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
Southeast facade, camera facing northwest 
Photograph 24 of 48 
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David and Docia Fritz House 
1325 North Eighteenth 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
Northeast oblique, camera facing southwest 
Photograph 25 of 48 

Charles Motz House 
1842 North Fifth 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
Southest oblique, camera facing northwest 
Photograph 26 of 48 

West Texas Utilities Company Power Plant 
100 Block North Second 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
Southwest oblique, camera facing northeast 
Photograph 27 of 48 

David S. Castle House 
1742 North Second 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
South facade, camera facing northwest 
Photograph 28 of 48 
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McDonald Hall 
2083 North Second 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
Northeast oblique, camera facing southwest 
Photograph 29 of 48 

J.D. Magee House 
1910 North Third 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
South facade, camera facing north 
Photograph 30 of 48 

C.A. Lanius House 
1942 North Third 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
South facade, camera facing north 
Photograph 31 of 48 

Dodd-Harkrider House 
2026 North Third 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
South facade, camera facing north 
Photograph 32 of 48 



M>3Fam.1040O. OUB Af(m^ Ho. 102*001$ 
(MS) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

PHOTOS 9 H i s t o r i c and A r c h i t e c t u r a l Resources 
Section number Page o f A b i l e n e , Tay lo r county , Texas 

James M. Radford Grocery Company Warehouse 
101 Oak 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
Northwest oblique, camera facing southeast 
Photograph 33 of 48 

Ed S. Hughes Company Warehouse 
135 Oak 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
West facade, camera facing east 
Photograph 34 of 48 

1915 Taylor County Courthouse 
301 Oak 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
Southwest oblique, camera facing northeast 
Photograph 35 of 48 

First Presbyterian Church 
402 Orange 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
Southeast oblique, camera facing northwest 
Photograph 36 of 48 
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Zabloudil-Hendrick House 
802 Orange 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
Northeast oblique, camera facing southwest 
Photograph 37 of 48 

Federal Building 
341 Pine 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
Southwest oblique, camera facing northeast 
Photograph 38 of 48 

Boyd-Hall House 
502 Poplar 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
Southeast oblique, camera facing northwest 
Photograph 39 of 48 

D.D. Parramore House 
542 Poplar 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
Southeast oblique, camera facing northwest 
Photograph 40 of 48 
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Jhules Reading House 
421 Reading 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
Northwest oblique, camera facing southeast 
Photograph 41 of 48 

Albert S. and Ruth Goodloe House 
1302 Sayles Boulevard 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
East facade, camera facing west 
Photograph 42 of 48 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
1633 South Eighth 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
Northeast oblique, camera facing southwest 
Photograph 43 of 48 

Thomas L. Blanton House 
3425 South Seventh 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
North facade, camera facing south 
Photograph 44 of 48 
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Nathan J. and Nancy Roberts House 
1430 South Skth 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
Southwest oblique, camera facing northeast 
Photograph 45 of 48 

J.G. Higginbotham House 
2102 Swenson 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
East facade, camera facing west 
Photograph 46 of 48 

George R. Davis House 
718 Victoria 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
Southeast oblique, camera facing northwest 
Photograph 47 of 48 

Horace O. Wooten Warehouse 
101 Walnut 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
Southwest oblique, camera facing northeast 
Photograph 48 of 48 
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92000225 1915 Taylor County Courthouse 
92000193 Abilene Christian College Administration Building 
91001811 Abilene Commercial H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
92000200 Abilene Fire Station No. 2 
92000205 Abilene Street Railway Company Barn 
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Abilene High School Taylor, Texas 12000588 
Alexander-Campbell House Taylor, Texas 96000308 


