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1. Name 
historic His to r ic Resources of Stamford, Texas 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31-87 

For NPS UM only 

AUG I i 1986 received 

date entered 

SEP 2 4 f986 

and or common N/A 

2. Location 
The i n c o r p o r a t e d 

street & number (see c o n t i n u a t i o n 
l i m i t s o f S t a m f o r d 

s h e e t s f o r i n d i v i d u a l p r o p e r t i e s ) N/A not for publication 

city, town S t a m f o r d N/A vicinity of 

state Texas code 048 county Jones code 253 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip 

district X public 
X bulldlng(s) X private 

structure both 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion 
object N/A in process 

being considered 

Status 
X occupied 
y unoccupied 

work in progress 
Access ib le 

X yes: restricted 
yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 

y commercial 
educational 
entertainment 

X government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 

^ private residence 
X religious 

scientific 
transportation 

_X_ other: vacant^ 

4. Owner of Property rooming house 

name (see continuation sheets for individual properties) 

street & number 

city, town MZA vicinity of state 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. J^^^^ County Courthouse 

street & number 

city, town Anson state Texas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Stamford Historic Site Survey, 

title Historic Sites Inventory has this property been determined eligible? X. yes X rx) 

_ — federal X_ gtate county local 1984 

depository for survey records Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, town Austin state Texas 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
X excellent deteriorated X unaltered _X_ original site 
X/- gooa i ruins X altered moved date Ji/iL 
y fair unexposed 

thie present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Stamford, Texas, is a typical sinall town of northwest Texas vAiicih 
developed entirely i n the 20tih century. I t s creation, in 1900, was 
followed by steady growth for the following half century. During those 
years the comroeroial, residential, social, civic, and religious needs of 
the community were met by an interesting and varied array of structures. 
One-, two-, and a few three-story coiranercial structure were constructed an. 
the town square, vftiile impressive churches and civic buildings were put tip 
i n the central part of the ci t y . Residential areas developed, as did a 
warehouse/industrial secticxi. Vemacular treatments predominate i n 
Stamford, but excellent examples of Beaux Arts, Neo-Classical Revival, 
Spanish Colcxiial Revival, Mission Revival, and late Victorian s t y l i s t i c 
influences can be seen scattered throughout the town. Twenty-one of these 
structures are here being nominated to the Natic«ial Register of Historic 
Places. 

The present nomination results from a historical/architectural survey 
of the c i t y made in 1983-84, t y Don and Sally Abbe, Historic Preservation 
Ccaisultcints of Lubbock, Texas. After driving and walking every street, the 
survey crew photographed a l l commercial and industrial strxictures with any 
possible historical potenticil, as well as a l l residences with historic or 
architectural merit. Needless to say, library and documentary resecirch was 
also carried out. One hundred t h i r t y - s i x buildings were documented. The 
survey also reported on a l l indiastrial downtown govemmental and religious 
studies b u i l t before 1950. The acti v i t i e s of the local Main Street Program 
have resulted i n a well-preserved cind accurately restored downtown section. 

Stamford lies in the r o l l i n g plains section of Texas, about 40 miles 
north of Abilene. The land was originally relatively treeless, except for 
alcxig stream beds and near natural springs. Today the town is f a i r l y 
heavily wooded with ornamental types of trees and shrubs, v*iile tihe ranch 
lands around the c i t y are rxjw heavily infested with mesquite. One presently 
finds both ranching and farming lands contigtous to the city. 

Stamford is basically la i d out i n a grid pattem, with the central, 
commercial secticn i n the f l a t t e s t area. Most of the c i t y is situated on 
relatively f l a t terrain, excef* for the southeast section of town (the 
Cbllege Heights area) v^hich is in a lower and more r o l l i n g section. Two 
railroad routes cross Stamford; the old Texas Central crosses the c i t y 
center on a northwest-southeast line, while the old Wichita Afelley track 
enters the c i t y c«i i t s northeast comer, then curves across the 
south-central neighborhood, exiting the c i t y on the southwest side. The 
c i t y limits eire irregular but clearly marked. Stamford has brick streets 
in the business d i s t r i c t and in the older residential neighborhoods near 
downtown, v*iich ccmpleraent the historical buildings. 

A wide variety of structures emerged in Stamford over the years. 
Architectiaral styles varied, as did the uses to which buildings were put. 
Retail stores, warehouses, f a c i l i t i e s , and residences gave builders 
numerous choices to express the styles and building types of the era. 
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Most existing commercial structures are of one or two stories with 
25-ft. or 50-ft. frcxits. Exceptions are the three-story Penick-Hughes 
Building (property no. 6), last known as Thcmpson's Hardware; tihe West 
Texas U t i l i t i e s Building (property no. 8), a Icaig, low, one-story 
structure; and the C.R. Anthony Store, a modem, cme-story building. 
Comer buildings are narrow and deep, to u t i l i z e the long side frontage for 
commercial purpcees. The typical Stamford commercial building tends 
towards the vemacular, but scxne recognizable s t y l i s t i c elements also 
appear. The use of the Spanish Colonial Revival style on the West Texas 
U t i l i t i e s Building (property no. 8), and on Gail's Hallmark Shop (the old 
West Texas U t i l i t i e s Building) (property no. 2) represents the most 
elaborate application of style cm arr/ of Stamford's coinmercial buildings. 

Civic structures tend to be small but of high quality. Examples are 
the two-story City Hall (property no. 4) and the cxte-story U.S. Post Office 
(property no. 1), both of which were designed in the Beaux-/^ts style, as 
interpreted on a small scale. 

Churches in Stciraford are either small and sin^sle, or large and oon^lex, 
depending cai the wealth cind size of the congregation. The earliest, 
largest, and wealthiest churchs in Steunford are the First Baptist (property 
rx). 7) and St. John's Methodist (prt^jerty no. 5) churches. In 1908 tJie 
Baptists constructed a large two-story building with Neo-Classical Revival 
influences, while in 1910 the Metihodists build a two-and-a-half-story 
building which uti l i z e d the Prairie Style mixed with Gothic touches. 

Residential needs of Stamford's citizens were met by a variety of 
structures as well. Large and expensive Neo-Classical Revival homes, such 
as the Astin HDUse (property no. 17), appeared in small nuntoer, as did 
elaborate Queen Anne houses or late Victoricin homes. However, the typical 
house in Stamford is a smaller, cxie- or one-and-a-half-story house b u i l t 
i n i t i a l l y within a vemacular or simplified Queen Anne style, later 
generally a bungalow. ScHne isolated examples of larger homes in other 
styles are found in the c i t y , but they aire certainly not representative of 
the norm. 

Materials used to construct Stamford's buildings vary almost as much 
as the styles. Most coninercial buildings are either of solid brick or 
have a brick veneer over wooden frame. Concrete and clay t i l e s were also 
much used. Lfrifortunately, many of tLhese early vemacular brick facades are 
now encased in stucco. The best surviving examples of the brick commercial 
structure in Stamford are the old Penick-Hughes Building (property no. 6) 
and the A.C. Hun^itrey Warehouse (property no. 9). The ftamphrey Warehouse 
is a pcurticularly good example of the early twentieth-century use of 
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decorative and eleiborate brickwork in a commercial structure designed for a 
mundane purpose. Civic buildir^s are also of brick, cis are the large 
churches. Some buildings used a rough-cut ashlar stone, while one, the SMS 
Building, is of smooth-cut and polished stcaie. The most unusual treatment 
in Stiamford is the front facade of the West Texais U t i l i t i e s Building 
(property no. 8), t̂Onose ornate Spanish Colonial Revival treatment was 
adiieved by using precast oc«crete panels across the entire front of the 
building. 

Residential construction was domiriated by the sii^ple frame house, with 
a smaller nuntoer being frame with a brick veneer. A few examples of brick 
over a clay t i l e inner wall can be found, as can stucco over clay t i l e 
walls. 

Generally, the civic, religious, and residential structures in the 
town retain their original appearance and materials. The same caruiot be 
said of the coiranercial buildings. Many of the better stone and brick 
structures have been encased in stucco and "modemized" over the years. As 
result, many fine buildings have be«i denatured or oon^iletely obliterated 
by stiKxxD or by aluminum, wooden, or concrete panels on their original 
facade. The downtown ccsranercial section no Icxiger retiains the cohesive 
lock of style and materials which i t once possessed. The unaltered or 
l i g h t l y altered building leaps out of the streetscape as a reminder of v*iat 
once existed downtown. 

I t is the intention of this nomination to present those structures in 
Stamford vi*iich are architecturally or hi s t o r i c a l l y significant and vrtiich 
retain their original aj^jearance and character. I t is also intended to 
rxminate structures which do not possess great historical or circhitectural 
merit, but vhich are s t i l l representative examples of a type of building at 
a point i n time, and s t i l l original i n appearance ar>d materials, 
liifortunately, these c r i t e r i a eliminate several hi s t o r i c a l l y significant 
structures whidi are heavily mcxiified or badly deteriorated. In 
particular, the Stamford Inn (STA-012), Hassan's (STA-047), Hasscui's for 
Her (STA-049), Bunkley's Drugstore (STA-046), White's Auto (STA-098), and 
others, would be clearly eligible for nomination i f they were restored or 
stabilized. 



8. S igni f icance 

Period Areas ef Significance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric . _ community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation _ _ l a w science 
1500-1599 ^agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 
1800-1899 X^ commerce exploration settlement philosophy theater 

X 1900- communications industry ^po l i t i cs /government transportation 
invention J i— other (specify) 

ranching 

Specific dates continuation^sheets) Builder/Architect (see individual continuation sheets) 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Stamford, Texcis, is presently an excellent example of an early 
twentieth-century town spawned by speculators selling acreages to 
land-hungry farmers. I t is also a good example of a small, rural town 
v^ch was bom and matured during the early decades of this century. 
Because of this, Stamford contains many fine structures v^ich represent 
both early twentieth-century architecture and the local history of this 
small West Texas cit y . Shortly after 1900, the town developed as a busy 
agricultioral center with railroads, flour mills, and cotton gins. Stamford 
remained prosperous even in the 1930s, vhen newly discovered o i l provided 
badly needed support for the local economy. 

— — — — _ _ _ 

Before the arr i v a l of Anglo ranchers, the Stamford region was within 
the dCHnain of the ncanadic Comanche and Kiowa tribes. In the 1870s the 
ranching frcxitier currived in Jones County in the fom of S.M. Swenson, v*»o 
purchased huge acreages in this part of Texas for a variety of ranching 
operaticHis. Stamford lies i n the very northem part of Jones County and 
actually s p i l l s over into neighboring Ifeskell County. I t was begun as a 
joint venture between the SMS Ranch ar¥d Texas Central Railroad. In the late 
1890s, A.J. Svenson, manager of the SMS, decided to partition some of the 
ranch's holdings in Jones County and s e l l the land to newly arriving 
farmers. Tb stimulate land sales, Swenscn joined with the Ttexas Central 
Railroad in creating a townsite at the head of a forlY-mile branch line, 
which was to be constructed from Albany to a secticai of land located in the 
middle of the SMS pasturage. Arrangements were finalized in 1899, larxi 
chosen for a townsite, and cc»istruction in i t i a t e d . By 1900 the r a i l line 
was complete, a town was under cxxistruction, and farmers had begun to 
arrive. • 

Betweai 1900 and 1910, Stamford emerged as a flourishing trade center 
for an expanding agricultured economy. The city's population reached 3,902 
by 1910, as the productic«i of cotter, vflieat, com, cane, and grain sorghum 
skyrocketed. Flour mills and cotton gins appeared in the c i t y to process 
the local crops, v^hile transportation f a c i l i t i e s grew to carry these to 
market. The original Texas Central Railroad line to Albany prospered, as 
did other newly constructed r a i l lines. The Wichita Valley Railroad 
Company decided to link Stamford with Wichita Falls, so in 1907 and 1908 a 
line was t u i l t from Seymour to Stamford via Haskell, Mimdy, Wichita, and 
Goree. Then, in 1908, the W.V.R.R. extended another line from Stamford to 
Abilene. IXuring 1909 and 1910 another railroad project led to the 
construction of a line, the Stamford and Northem Railway, from Stamford to 
Spar. Thus by the end of 1910 Stamford stood at the center of a 
ccnprehensive r a i l system which served a large part of northwestem Texas. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Baldwin and American, Stamford, Texas, "ConSurvey" directory. Master Edition, 1940. 

Published by Baldwin "ConSurvey" Company, Parsons, Kansas and the Stamford 
American, Stamford, Texas. 

(see continuation sheet) 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage af nominated property (see c o n t i n u a t i o n s h e e t s f o r i n d i v i d u a l p r o p e r t i e s )  

Quadrangle name S t a m f o r d , Texas Quadrangle scale 1 :24000 

(see continuation sheets for individual properties) 
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(see continuation sheets for individual properties) 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t i es for p roper t ies over lapp ing s ta te or county boundar ies 

state N/A code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Sally Abbe (with Ken Breisch, THC) 

organization date 1985 

street & 
4124 Chicago Avenue 

number 
telephone 8 0 6 / 7 9 2 - 7 8 2 6 

city or town Lubbock state Texas 79414 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
Tl>e evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national J L . state - J L local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act ot 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I tiereby nominate this property for Inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
accordirtg to the criteria and procedures set forth by t h ^ ^ t l o n a l Park Ssndpe. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title State Historic Preservation Officer 

For NPS use only 
' certify tttat this property is included in the National Register 

/ I 

I Iwraby certify that t 

date 

Keapar of the National Register 

Attest: Syuuisj n ^ / ( ^ j v . 
Chiaf of Registratibn 

date n4 
hP091\ 



NPS Form 10»00-» OMB No. 1024-0018 
CM2) Expires 10-31-87 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

received 

date m̂ ered 

Continuation sheet Item number 8 Page 1 

A.J. Swenson, nephew of SMS Ranch owner S.M. Swenson, represented the 
SMS Rancii interests in Stamford from 1905 to 1921 as superintendent of the 
SMS-owned Ellenshire Ranch, and from 1922 to 1946 as manager of a l l local 
SMS Randi holdings. His residence, at 511 East Oliver (property no. 20), i s 
one of the structures being nominated herein. 

Another influential person in the Stamford's early growth was J.P. 
Astin, a real estiate speculator and developer vfno came to the c i t y soon 
after i t was founded. Astin became very successful, as his lavish home at 
111 E. Campbell attests (property no. 17). R.L. Penick likewise had a great 
impact on the city. His Penick-Hughes Con^iany, a wholesale-ret:ail hardware 
and iitpleraait store, was one of StcunfiDrd's mDst successful and lucrative 
businesses. HDused in a large three-story building at 100 E. Hamiltcxi 
(property no. 6), the company contributed to local growth for many decades 
after i t s creaticxi in 1900. Mr. Penick emerged as a leader in the ci t y cis 
well, serving as mayor in 1903, and again in 1917 and 1919. These men and 
companies, and others li k e than, created, nurtured, and guided Stamford for 
over three decades. 

IXiring Stamford's f i r s t t h i r t y years of growth, i t s citizens 
constructed a variety of structures to meet the everyday comnercial, civic, 
social, religious, and residential need of the community. Most commercial 
structures were small one- and two-story buildings which either have not 
been preserved or have been heavily modified. 

However, five comnercial buildings remain intact to represent 
Stamford's early growth. The last remaining commercial structures in the 
cit y that are unaltered and historically significcuit are the old Penick-
Hughes Building, last known as "niompson's Hardware (property no. 6); A.C. 
Huit^Airey's Vfeirehouse (property no. 9); the old Bryant-Link Drygoods and 
Hardware Store, now West Texas U t i l i t i e s (property no. 8); Gail's Hallmark 
Shop, the old West Texas U t i l i t i e s Building (property no. 2); and the 
Swenson Land and Cattle Company/Berry's Furniture Building (property no. 3). 

The First Baptist Churcih (property no. 7) and St. Jcdin's Methodist 
Churcih (property no. 5) are two of the most monumental structures in town, 
as well as two of the best preserved. The Stamford City Hall (property no. 
4) and the U.S. Post Office (property no. 1) cire good exan^jles of the Beaux 
Arts style eind are the two most importcuit civic buildings. The Buera Vista 
Eiotel (property no. 10), a smeill rooming house, is an excellent example of 
i t s genre and the only crte of i t s kirrf l e f t in the cit y . 
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The c i t y benefitted from the railroads through increased economic 
act i v i t y (including both wholesale and r e t a i l sales ccmpcinies) and as a 
railroad division point complete with engine shops, roundhouses, and other 
service f a c i l i t i e s . Tlie growth of Stamford's trade area led to i t s 
development as a financial center as well. By 1910 the c i t y possessed 
three banking f a c i l i t i e s as well as two newspapers whidi "boosted" the 
city's image. 

Indeed, St:amford's future seemed so bright in the early years that the 
Methodist Church established Stamford College in 1906. The school opened 
with twelve teacihers and 256 students housed on a twenty-acre campus v^ich 
contained an administration building, as well as a men's and a women's 
dormitory. In 1918 the Aininistration Building bumed cind the college was 
closed. I t was incorporated into McMurray College in Abilene in 1920, cind 
i t s land and buildings in Sticimford were given to the Stamford school 
system. 

Stamford has remained a relatively prosperous town throughout i t s 
entire history. At f i r s t i t flourished on agriculture and railroad 
dollcirs. T^ien, in the dark days of the 1930s, o i l discoveries pun̂ aed new 
l i f e into the flagging local economy. For these reasons tJie c i t y has 
developed a diversified farming, ranching, artd o i l economy which has served 
i t well over the years. 

Population figures reflect this s t a b i l i t y . The city's populaticxi of 
3,902 in 1910 dropped slightly to 3,704 in 1920, then rose steadily for 
three decades, to 4,095 in 1930, 4,810 in 1940, and 5,819 in 1950. 
Consolidation ar>d mechanization in agriculture arxl decline in the railroad 
industry have caused a population decline since 1950: to 5,259 in 1960 and 
4,558 in 1970. T̂ ie decline stabilized by 1980, as the population only 
dropped that year to 4,542 residents. 

Throughout i t s history, certain corporations cind individuals guided 
Stamford's development. The primciry factor in the town's growth was the 
Stamford Tbwnsite Con^any, a creation of the Swenson brothers and the Texcis 
Central Railroad. This ccmpany created the townsit:e, sold lands, aivi 
dominated local affairs for decades. The Stamford Tbwnsite Ccxr̂ any (SMS 
Ranch included) funneled time, ef f o r t , and dollars into the town. I t b u i l t 
and maintained the Stamford Inn, a well known local hostelry, and rebuilt 
i t after a f i r e in 1925. The Swenson Land arx3 Cattle Oo. b u i l t i t s local 
headquarters building in Stamford (property no. 3), and dcxiated lots in the 
city for schools and for the c i t y h a l l (premierty no. 4). 
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Eleven residential structures cire included in this nomination because 
they are architecturally and/or historically significant, or because they 
cure well-preserved, representative examples of early twentieth-century 
housing in Stamford. 

Each of the above 21 structures w i l l be addressed individually on 
ocxttinuation sheets for each property. 
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CoJi5)lete Business and Professional Directory of Abilene, Albany, Aledo, 
Alvard, Anson, Baird, Barstow, Benjamin, Big Springs, Bluffdale, 
Carbon, Cisco, Clyde, Colorado, Comanche, Decatur, DeLeon, Dublin, 
Eastland, Fort Worth, Gordon, Goree, Gorman, Granbury, Hamlin, Knox 
City, Travis, McCauley, Merkel, Midland, Millsap, Mingus or Thurber 
Hoyston, Rule, Sagerton, Santo, Seymour, Stamford, Stcinton, 
Stephenville, Strawn, Sunset, Sweetwater, Tolaur, and Weatherford, 
Texas, n.p., 1908. 

The Electric Times (West Texeis U t i l i t i e s Con̂ aany magazine). Vol. 53, No. 
2. February, 1984. (Contains a r t i c l e cn Gail's Hallmark Shop). 

Golden Anniversary—Byrant-Link Company A Half-Century of Progress 1884-
1934. (Souvenir History of the Bryant-Link Company), n.p., 1934. 

Historic photograph collections, Stamford Maseum, Stamford, Texas. 

Historic photograi*! collecticxxs—"Stcimford." Southwest Collection, Texas 
Tech University, Lubbock, Texas. 

Jones County Mechcinics Leins, Jones County Courthouse, Anson, Texas. 

Penick-Hu^es Company, Stamford, Texas, n.p., 1910. (Promotional brochure 
celebrating the opening of their new building). 

Reed, S.G. The History of the Railroads of Texas. Houston: St. Clair 
Publishing Co. 1941. 

Robinson, Willcird, personal data collected on James E. Flanders, and a 
historical pihotograph of the SMS Building. 

Robinson, Willeurd. G<aie Frcan Texas. Our Lost Architectural Heritage. 
College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1981. 

. The Peoples Architecture: Texas Courthouses, Jails, 
and Municipal Buildings" Austin: Texas State Historical Collection, 
1983. 

and Todd Webb. Texas Public Buildings of the 19th 
Century. Austin: TTie Uhiversity of Texas Press, 1974. 

Sanborn Fire Insurance Company Maps. 1908, 1913, 1922, 193?. 

Shelton, Hooper and Homer Hutto. First 100 Years of Jcnes County, Texas. 
Stamford, Texas: Shelten Press, 1978. 

Swenson land and Cattle Company papers, including Stamford Tbwnsite Co. 
papers. Southwest Collection. Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas. 
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PROPERTIES NOMINATED TO NATIONAL REGISTER 
OF HISTORIC PIACES 

A l l properties are 1900-; a l l are on their original locations; unless 
otherwise stated, a l l buildings aire privately owned, occupied and have 
restricted areas. Architects/builders are not known unless indicated. 

Property No. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

Name 

U.S. Post Office 

Survey No. 

01 

Old West Texas U t i l i t i e s Bldg./ 
Gail's Hallmark Shop 08 

SMS Building/Berry Furniture 10 

Stamford City Hall 11 

St. John's Methodist Church 15 

Old Penick-Hughes Company/ 
•nicfflipson Hardware 17 

First Baptist Church 36 

West Texas Utilities/Old Bryant-
Link Building 43 

A.C. Humphrey Warehouse 61 

A.J. Jackson House 67 

Buena Vista Hotel 78 

Residence - 501 N. Swenson 87 

Residence - 502 S. Orient 100 

Dr. E.P. Bunkley House 107 

Residence - 709 E. Reynolds 113 

Residence - 719 E. Reynolds 115 

Use 

Government 

CcBnnercial 

Commercial 

Government 

Religious 

Vacant 

Religious 

Commercial 

Commercial 

E>rivate residence 

Rooming house 

Private residence 

Private residence 

Private residence 

Private residence 

Private residence 
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17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

J.P. Astin House 

Residence - 815 E. Campibell 

Residence - 610 E. Oliver 

A. J. Swenson House 

Residence - 710 E. McHarg 

116 

118 

119 

120 

123 

Private residetice 

Private residence 

Private residence 

Private residence 

Private residence 
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Property No. 1 

Historic Resources of Stiamford 

Stamford Historic Structures Survey Identification number, srA-002 

Name of property- Ifriited States Post Office 

Address of prc^jerty- Town Square 

Owner of property- U.S. Postal Service 

Omer's Mdress- Facilities Department 
475 L'Enfant Plaza, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20260-6400 

Acreage- Less than one acre 

Verbal Boundary Description- (Legal Description) Original Town; Town 
Square bounded by State Hwy 6, Wetherbee, 
U.S. Hwy 277 and Mclferg 

UTM Coordinates- 14/425020/3645260 

Description (alterd, good condition) 
The Stamford Post Office's classical allusions seem to have been 

inspired by the Beaux Arts school. The small building, sited in the middle 
of the town square, is of buff brick with concrete and wooden 
omamentatioi. 

The one-story building has a raised basement delineated by a concrete 
s i l l . Concrete steps on tihree sides lead to a Ictoby/custoroer-service area 
whidi retains many of i t s original furnishings. A small clerestory and 
large nine-over-nine-light wooden sashes allow much li g h t into the lotby 
and work areas. 

The major feature of the front facade is a pedimented central portico. 
A l l details, including decorative panels and Tuscan columns, are of wood. 
A large metal-framed fanlight over the entry doors and two t:all sidelights 
form an entrance reminiscent of a Palladian window. The north and south 
«itrances repieat many of the same details, tJiough without the portico. Hie 
projecting cornice is of wood, and topped by a parapet whicih alternates 
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solid brick sections with sections of wooden balustrade. The gabled 
clerestory with i t s stemding-seam metal roof occupies only a small portion 
of the roof area, and is barely visible frcwi the ground. 

Tliough new aluminum-framed glass doors are at eadi entreince and metal 
screening has been eu3ded over each window, the building is l i t t l e cJianged 
from when i t was b u i l t in 1917. 

Significance: local level, curchitecture 1917 
Ihe U.S. Post Office in Stamford is both architecturally and 

historically significant. I t is a perfectly preserved exair^le of a small 
Beaux Arts building from the early twentieth century, as well as a major 
local landmcurk and civic structure. 

Stamford contains few exan5)les of the closely related Neo-Classical 
Revival and Beaux Arts styles. Beaux Arts was popular with designers of 
public building in the U.S. before World War I . The Stamford building is a 
good example of how this style was interpreted on a small structure to 
produce an in^osing and pleasing appearance for the post office. 

Ihe best-preserved example of this style in town is the U.S. Post 
Office, b u i l t in 1917 in the very center of the ci t y , on the town square. 
The Post Office building was b u i l t on the site of Stamford's f i r s t c i t y 
h a l l building, cind occupies a spot v^ich has been a community focal point 
for over eight decades. As in any small town, Stamford's Post Office is a 
major civic and social f a c i l i t y . I t not only serves as a point of delivery 
for the mail but is a meeting place, has bulletin boards for public 
announcements, emd was intended to be an architectural showpiece for the 
town. I t is a significant structure in the c i t y , eind hcis been for over 65 
years. 



NPS Form 10-900-. OMB NO 1024-0018 
Expire* 10-31-87 

United States Depar tment of the Inter ior 
National Park Service 

Nat ional Register of His tor ic Places "^"^ M [966 
Inventory—Nominat ion Form dateentered îrp 2 4 igse 
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Property No. 2 

Historic Resources of Stamford 

Stamford Historic Structures Survey Identification number, SrA-008 

Name of property- Old West Texas U t i l i t i e s Go./Gail's Hallmark Shop 

Address of property- 127 E. Mcltirg 

Owner of property- Chris S. Jcxies 

Omer's Address- P.O. Box 872 

Stamford, Texas 79553 

Acreage- Less than one acre 

Verbal Boundary Description- (Legal Description) Original Town; 

Block 18, Lot 14 

UTM Coordinates- 14/425060/3645360 

Descripticn (adtered, good condition) 
The Spanish Colonial Revival cannercieil building at 127 E. McHcirg is 

cxie of Stamford's outstianding rehabilitation projects. The long and 
narrow, buff-brick building has a concrete frame vAiidi is eurticulated on 
the outside of the building i n the brick-veneered piers witih ornamental 
cast-stone panels and the ccxicrete course above the transom windows. 

Tlie front portion of the building was b u i l t to house a r e t a i l 
function, cuid has large wood-framed plate-glass windows. The transom 
lights here, as elsev*iere on the building, have been f i l l e d with wood 
panelling to match the original glass. Glass-paneled wooden doors, with 
multi-light transoms, allow o i t r y to the interior. An elaborate copper 
awning shades tihe McHarg street entremce. 

Tlie two east side entrances are the architectural focal points of the 
building. Detailed cast-stc«e panels at the treuisom level repeat and 
elaborate the detiailing found on the piers. Wrought-iron g r i l l e s cover 
small niches above eadh entrance. The t i l e d parapet above each door is 
gabled cind sl i g h t l y higher than the main parapet. 
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The middle and rear portions of the building have metal fixed and 
awning windows. A wooden awning shades the irregularly shaped reeir portion 
cind loading dock. 

The Old West Texas U t i l i t i e s Company Building is located on the town 
square anong other comnercial buildings. 

Significance: local level, architecture, 1928 
The Old West Texas U t i l i t i e s Company Building is a structure vAiich 

is both circhitecturally and h i s t o r i c a l l y significant. I t is an excellent 
exan^Jle of the Spanish Colonial Revival s t y l e — a rare style in Stamford—as 
well as being the old office building for the West Texas U t i l i t i e s Conpany, 
a major firm in town since the 1920s. 

This strvicture was b u i l t i n 1928 by the West Texas U t i l i t i e s Company. 
The Spanish Colonial Revival style was common across the Southwest during 
the 1920s, although not i n Stamford. The building is an excellent example 
of the style as used on a smaller building; i t survives today as one of the 
city's more hcindsome commercial buildings. 

Not only is the building architecturally significant, i t is 
historically important. When West Texais U t i l i t i e s began to expand in the 
1920s, i t entered many new markets, in particular the small towns of West 
Texsis. The company b u i l t numerous expensive and stylish buildings across 
the state using the Spanish Colonial Revival or the Art Deco style. Gail's 
Ifellmark Shop is one of the best surviving, unaltered examples of this 
early expansion. Since i t s construction in 1928, this building has served 
as a local landmark for Stamford's citizens. Until i t was sold by West 
Texcis U t i l i t i e s in the mid-1970s, i t also served as an informal meeting 
place, of sorts, for local businessmai cuid workers. 

After a decade of neglect, the structure was purchased and restored to 
serve i t s present r e t a i l function. I t is again a local landmark and an 
exanple to the rest of the town of how they can again restore the character 
of their heavily modified older buildings. 
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Property No. 3 

Historic Resources of Stamford 

Stamford Historic Structures Survey Identification number, STA-OIO 

Name of property- SMS Building/Berry Furniture 

Address of property- 101 S. Wetherbee/210 E. McHarg 

Owner of property- Swenson Ranches Partnership 

Owner's Address- P.O. Box 551 

Stamford, Texas 79553 

Acreage- Less thcin one acre 

Verbal Boundary Description- (Legal Description) Original Tbwn; 

Block 22, Lots 1, 2 

UTM Coordinates- 14/425100/3645280 

DescripticHi (eiltered, good condition) 
The Swenson Land and Cattle Company Building contains both the Swenson 

offices and a r e t a i l lease space. Because frontage on the town squcire was 
potentially Vcduable to a ccmmercial venture, the office portion i s located 
at the eastern end of the building (facing E. McHarg) v*iile the store faces 
S. Wetdierbee. 

"Hie one-story and basement building is constructed of t i l e with stone 
veneer on the three facades readily visible, and brick veneer on the hidden 
south side. The stene came from nearby Lueders. The roof structure and 
floors are of wood. 

The ornamentation on the building is restrained yet elegant, b e f i t t i n g 
the Swensc« Company's status i n the coirmunity. A simple cornice provides 
continuity between the office and r e t a i l portions of the building, as do 
the regularly spaced piers alcxtg the building. The r e t a i l facade is 
primarily glass, allowing easy viewing of merdiandise in the show windows. 
One side bay originally ccxitained an entrance with double glass-paneled 
doors. The other side bays originally consisted of two sheets of plate 
glass, tc^jped by a wide wooden transom tar. Ttie three-sectioned transoms 
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(each section having three l i t e s ) i n each bay included an operable, screened, central 
section. The o r i g i n a l storefront was much l i k e the sidebays, but included a recessed 
entry way. A simple awning and sign completed the commercial portion of the building. 

The o f f i c e section i s more closed, i n keeping with i t s less public function. I t s 
three bays are covered i n stone decorated i n classical motifs. Two sections contain 
Palladian windows, while a door takes the place of the central window i n the t h i r d bay. 
According to h i s t o r i c photos, the l i n t e l s of these windows match the height, width, and 
shape of the transom bars of the commercial section. The words "Swenson Land and 
Cattle Co." and "SMS Ranch" (using the reversed S and undulating M of the Swenson brand) 
are etched i n the f r i e z e . 

Few changes have been made to the building since i t s construction. The Lueders 
stone has darkened considerably. The wooden o f f i c e windows are now covered by metal-
framed storm windows, and metal awnings have been placed over each door. Unfortunately, 
the o r i g i n a l r e t a i l entryway has been f i l l e d i n with stone and new aluminum and glass 
doors, while the transoms have been covered with corrugated metal. However, the outlines 
of the o r i g i n a l entry are v i s i b l e i n the pressed-metal i n t e r i o r c e i l i n g and can easily 
be reconstructed. Aside from t h i s a l t e r a t i o n , the basic structure of the building has 
not changed over the past f i v e decades. 

Significance: state l e v e l , architecture, ranching, 1927-Nichol and Campbell, architects; 
C.S. and C.B. Oats, contractors. 

The Berry Furniture/Swenson (SMS) Land and Cattle Company Building i s one of the 
most si g n i f i c a n t structures i n the c i t y . I t i s an ar c h i t e c t u r a l l y sophisticated b u i l d ­
ing, as well as the main local o f f i c e s for the SMS Land and Cattle Company, Stamford's 
most h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t commercial venture. 

This building was constructed i n 1927 and early 1928 to replace the o r i g i n a l Stamford 
Townsite Company land sales o f f i c e , b u i l t on t h i s location i n 1902. The new f a c i l i t y 
was designed to contain profit-making commercial space i n the front two thirds of the 
building and to house the SMS Land and Cattle Company's local o f f i c e i n the rear t h i r d . 
The SMS Company f e l t that an expensive and durable structure was warranted, one that would 
uphold t h i e r image as an important element i n the local economy. Thus the company com­
missioned a sophisticated and unusual building. The entire project was a local a f f a i r , 
as the fir m of Nichol and Campbell, Architects, of Abilene designed the structure while 
the contractors were C.S. and C.B. Oats, also of Abilene. 

The Swenson Land and Cattle Company (SMS Ranches) i s one of the great ranching enter­
prises i n Texas. In the Handbook of Texas (1952), the four SMS ranches were said to 
occupy considerable portions of twelve counties i n western Texas comprising more than 
3000,000 acres. The SMS Building achieves statewide significance as the pr i n c i p a l head­
quarters for many years of the Swenson Ranches. 



NPS Forni 10-900-* 
CW2) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number a l l 

OMB NO 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31-87 

For NPS UM only 

received 

date entered 

Page 

Ttie Berry Furniture/SMS Building is one of the most elaborately 
designed and finely crafted structures in the city. I t s understated 
elegance reflects the SMS Company's ccaiservative, yet impressive, eccxiomic 
arid coninercial position i n the area. I t is not a flamboyant buildirq, but 
is exceedingly well b u i l t and f u l l of details only apparent to the close 
and thoughtful observer. I t is an important structure, not only in 
Stamford but in the regicai and state as well. 
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Property No. 4 

Historic Resources of Stamford 

Stamford Historic Structures Survey Identificaticn number, STA-Oll 

Name of property- Stamford City Hall 

Address of property- 201 E. McHarg 

Owner of property- City of Stamford (government) 

Owner's Address- 201 E. McHarg 
P.O. Drawer 191 
Stamford, Texas 79553 

Acreage- Less than c«e acre 

Verbal Boundary Descripticm- (Legal Description) Original Town; Block 

19, Lots 1, 2, West 10' of 3 

UTM Coordinates- 14/425100/3645360 

Description (altered, good condition) 
The edifice constructed by the City of Stiamford has i t s roots in the 

Beaux Arts style popular at the time for public buildings. The two-story 
rectangular building included a one-story rear garage for the c i t y f i r e 
depiartment. 

The brick building rests on an unusually t a l l concrete base vAiich 
actually forms the s i l l for the f i r s t - f l o o r windows. Omamental brick 
work, including panels and recessed courses, provides decoration for the 
buildir>g. 

Other decorative features are of cast stone. Four engaged Ionic 
columns divide the recessed front facade into three portions. Bracketed 
segmental window hoods top the ground-floor windows, while a similar 
triangular pediment adorns the door. A molded architrave and cornice 
encircle the building, while cast-stcxie panels, paterae, and the words 
"City Hall" adorn the frieze. The cartouche adorning the raised central 
portion of the parapet and the parapet coping are also of cast stone. 
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TTiough the building is l i t t l e altered structurally, the replacement of 
original doors and windows leaves much to be desired aesthetically. Tlie 
original wooden sashes, transcnns, and doors have been replaced with fixed 
glass and metal panels v ^ i d i alter the proportions of the openings. 

Significance; local level, architecture, government, 1917. 
The Stamford City Hall is an architecturally and historically 

significant structure in the local setting. I t is an excellent exanple of 
the Beaux Arts style as i t is interpreted on a relatively small building, 
as well as the major focal point for c i t y p o l i t i c s and local civic affairs. 

The Stamford City Hall was b u i l t in 1917, to replace the original c i t y 
hall/opera house toim down to make way for the U.S. Post Office. 
Stamford's c i t y fathers c3x>se the Beaux Arts style, with i t s classical 
features, as i t was popular for use on civic and public buildings in that 
era. Also, tJie Beaux Arts style quite effectively enabled a smallish or 
moderately sized building to tiake an a much more impressive and massive 
a^Y«^3"ce through the use of columns and other classical features. Within 
Stamford, the c i t y h a l l i s a rare exan^jle of this elaborate and expensive 
style. 

City Hall has served the c i t y well for almost seven decades, and is a 
well-known local landmark and symbol. I t has been, and s t i l l i s , the focal 
point for local p o l i t i c a l and civic a c t i v i t i e s . Thus, i t s arcJiitectioral 
and historical significance rank i t as one of Stamford's most important 
surviving stnjctures. 

The Stamford City Hall i s located adjacent to the town square i n the 
central business d i s t r i c t . 
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Property No. 5 

Historic Resources of Stcimford 

Stamford Historic Structures Survey Ident i f icat ion number, STA-OIS 

Name of property- St. John's Methodist Church 

Address of property- S. Fergttscxi Street 

Owner of property- St. Jdhn's Methodist Church 

Owner's Address- S. Ferguson Street 

Stamford, TX 79553 

Acreage- Less than one acre 

Verbal Boundary Description- (Legal Description) Original Tbwn; 

Block 31, Lots 1, 2, 3 

UTM Coordinates- 14/425240/3645160 

Description (unaltered, good condition) 
The iit^osing St. John's Methodist Church is a fine example of the 

Prairie Style as interpreted on a large building. Many architects across 
the country, including Louis Sullivan and Frank Lloyd Wright, preferred 
this style. James E. Flanders, a noted Dallas architect, u t i l i z e d this 
mode on several Texas churches, including St. John's in Stamford. St. 
John's uses the geometrical plan emd appearance of the Prairie Style, but 
emphasizes the vertical rather than the horizontal to achieve a contrast 
with the surrounding environment. 

St. John's is a large, buff-brick, gable-roofed cJiurdi b u i l t on a 
crucifonn plan. The largest and ta l l e s t roof is on a north-south axis, 
with s l i g h t l y lower gables pushing out to the east and west fran the center 
of the building to form tJie basic cross plan. A small, square cupola with 
a pavilion roof is located on the ridge of the main north-south roof, 
marking the center of the plan. 
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Square towers rise from the empty space on eadi oomer of the 
building, soroev^t obscuring the basic plan and making the structiare appear 
to be square and moiolithic. Three of the towers are no t a l l e r than the 
main roof line, but the northwest tower, over the main entry, is much 
ta l l e r . The three lesser towers cure capped by pavilion roofs, while 
terra-cotta freizes are found on a l l four sides of each tower. The tialler 
tower is also capped by a pavilion roof, but i t resides over an op&n belfry 
with two small wooden columns set i n each opening. Verticality is stressed 
by the long, narrow louvers on each side of this tower. 

A b e l l hip-roofed portico at the base of the t a l l e r northwest tower 
covers the main entrance to the church, while lesser aitrances cure found on 
the other three towers as well. The roofs of the main structure, the 
towers, and a l l porches were originally covered with metial shingles which 
cure currently being replaced with composition units. 

The v e r t i c a l i t y of the structure is relieved somevihat by string 
courses which enrich the building. Gothic-style st:ained-glass windows eure 
set in the aids of the main gables on the north and south sides of the 
building, vihile lesser CHie-over-one or fixed-pane stained-glass units are 
used elsev^ere. 

Significance; state level, architecture, 1910 J.E. Flanders, architect 
St. Jdhn's Methodist Church is one of the most significant structures 

in Stamford for both architectural and historic reasons. Historically, i t 
has served for generations as the religious home for one of Stamford's 
largest denominations and architecturally i t is a fine example of late 
nineteenth- and early twentieth-oentury. Prairie Style church architecture 
designed by a naticnally known architect. 

The Methodist congregation in Stamford emerged as soon as town 
building began. After using temporary qucurters for several maiths, a l o t 
was purchased in December of 1900, and a small frame building erected. In 
1907 Stamford College was established in the south-eastern edge of town as 
a Methodist institution of higher learning. By early 1909 the growing 
congregation decided to build a new and impressive structure between 
downtown and the new college campus in order to serve both communities 
better. 

After arranging i n i t i a l financing (and later borrowing $15,000 from 
the Southem Union Life Insurance Co. of Waco), the church hired two 
contracting firms (E.J. Holdemess Co. and C.S. Oates & Oo.) and began the 
magnificent structure designed by James E. Fleinders of Dallas. While 
construction began in 1910, i t took two years of start-and-stop work to 
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ccHHslete the exterior of the building. Ccxistructicxi was interri5)ted by 
both funding problems and a direct h i t by a tornado which severely damaged 
the unfinished building in 1910. The Methodist congregatic« chose Flanders 
to design their church because of his proven track record of impressive 
churches and courthouses in many Texas c i t i e s . Flanders prodtx:ed an 
impressive design which uses the Prairie Style with some Gothic features to 
create a t r u l y unusual structure. 

once the exterior was completed, funds dried up and work on the 
building slowed. The congregation moved into the building i n February of 
1912 but struggled for ten nore years, u n t i l 1922, to oon?)lete the 
interior. 

Since i t s exterior cxmipletion i n 1912, St. John's Methodist has served 
as the spiritual home of the large Methodist congregation in Stamford. I t 
has been the religious focal point for one of the town's largest 
congregaticns, as well as a local landmark for a l l i t s citizens. The 
church dominates the entire downtown area, towering over the lesser one-and 
two-story structures in the eurea. Architecturally i t i s cin exquisite 
structure perfectly preserved since i t s original cxxistruction, and s t i l l 
seirving i t s ccsigregaticn f a i t h f u l l y after seven decades of use. 

St. John's Methodist Church bears strong s i m i l a r i t i e s with Flanders' 
T r i n i t y Methodist Church i n Dallas (National Register 1975, burned and removed 
1983). The Stamford church i s located between the central business d i s t r i c t 
and an older r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood. 
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Property No. 6 

Historic Resources of Stamford 

Stamford Historic Structures Survey Identification number, STA-017 

Name of property- Old Penick-Hughes Company/Thompscn Hardware 

Address of property- 100-106 E. Hamilton 

Owner of property- A.C. Humphrey 

Comer's Address- 128 E. Rotan 

Stamford, TX 79553 

Acreage- Less than one acre 

Verbal Boundary Description- (Legal Description) Original Town; 

Block 29, Lots 12, 13, 14 

UTM Coordinates- 14/424980/3645160 

Description (edtered, f a i r condition, vacant) 
This three-story brick buildirq, b u i l t in 1909 and 1910, dominates the 

squcure in downtown Stamford. The various levels of the building (including 
the basement) housed the acti v i t i e s of one of the city's ecurliest and 
largest enterprises. The 75-ft. by 165-ft. building, though boarded up and 
vacant, is l i t t l e changed frcm the original. 

The lower floor originally housed retiail portions of the business. 
Store entrances and windows were located on the west side (which remain) 
and the north side. This north facade has been altered by the removal of 
the original store frcxits and the addition of corrugated metal and new 
aluminum and plate glass. Small semi-circular windows along tihe west side 
allc3W li g h t into the building above shelves on the interior wall. A wooden 
awning covers the west side entrances and store windows. 

Portions of the interior cire original, including the pressed-metal 
ceilings on the f i r s t floor. Some original cx>mters and railings also 
remain. The rear portion of the f i r s t floor is raised, and windows at 
sidewalk level allow li g h t to enter the basement. Luxor prisms in the 
sidewalk also provide illumination to the basement. 
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Stone string courses separate the remaining elements of the building. 
The arched windows of t:he seccnd floor cuid rectangular windows of the third 
floor cure set in groqps of three, possibly as an expression of the spacing 
of the structural elanents of the building. A l l upper-level windows are 
now boarded up. 

Above the third-story windows several courses of stone and corbeling 
in a dentil pattern form a wide cornice. The building is topped with a 
mesh fence that once held the Penick-Hughes Company's signs. A ladder and 
f i r e escape were added to the building after i t s construction. 

Significance; local level, commerce, 1909 
The building last occi^ied by Thcmpscxi Hardware was b u i l t in 1909 

and 1910 to serve as the headquarters for the Penick-fftaghes Company, a 
viholesale and r e t a i l hardware store also selling farm implemaits and 
furniture. The Penick-Hughes Ccmpany evened a small r e t a i l store in 
Stamford i n 1899, evai before the town was established. The venture was 
successful, and the ccmpany headquarters was transferred there from Anson. 
By 1909 the firm f e l t a need for more space and b u i l t the present building. 
The structure, vAien completed, measured 75 f t . t y 165 f t . , and occupied 
four floors including the basement. Within the structure were the 
company's general offic:es as well as wholesale and r e t a i l sales 
departments—all linked by an internal telei*ione network. 

The conpany's major partner and moving s p i r i t , R.L. Penick, socxi 
became a civic leader in the c i t y , as well eis one of i t s leading citizens. 
He served as mayor of Stamford in 1903, thai again in 1917 and 1919. After 
over 40 years of commercial and civic success, R.L. E>enick died in 1944 cind 
the ccanpany dissolved soon thereafter. 

The structure he b u i l t to house his business continues to dcaninate the 
downtown of Stamford, Icxaning over the smaller, lesser commercial 
structures on the square. I t remains a local landmark, well known to old 
timers as the "old Penick building." Historically i t is cxie of the most 
significant oommercial struc:tures in the c i t y , a reminder of one of 
Stamford's most successful businesses during the town's era of growth and 
development. 
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Continuation sheet Item number a l l Page 15 

Property No. 7 

Historic Resc>urc:es of Stamford 

Stamford Historic Stnxrtvores Survey Identificaticxi number, SrA-036 

Name of property- First Baptist Church 

Address of property- E. Oliver and N. Swenson 

Owner of p r c ^ r t y - First Baptist Church 

Comer's Address- P.O. Box 24 

Stamford, TX 79553 

Acreage- Less than one acre 

Verbal Boundary Description^ (Legal Description) Origiral Tbwn; 

BlocSc 10, Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 

UTM Coordinates- 14/425000/3645540 

Descripticn (altered, good condition) 
The 1908 Stamford First Baptist Church is a massive, domed structure 

b u i l t on a Greek Cross form. The buff brick building rises from a dark, 
brown-brick, rusticated water table. Pour large gcibled roofs oover the 
arms of the cross below the domed portion of the building. Two-storied, 
flat-roofed, squared aitranc^s are found at each oomer of the building. 

Classical influences are found in the pilaster strips on the secondary 
facades, the plain metal cornice, and the dentil moldings which appear at 
various locations on the building. The large stained-glass windows on the 
north side of the structure are surrounded by a large segmental-eurch 
opening flanked by two brick piers. Omamental brick work adds textural 
interest to the building. 

Changes to the building inclixSed the compositicxi shingles cx)vering the 
majority of the domed portion and the gabled roofs. Plexiglass now ocjvers 
a l l the stained-glass windows. Aluminum framed doors have been added to 
a l l the comer entrances, which apparently were once open. 
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The 1932 section of the building i s a two-story educational building east of 
the 1908 building. I t s buff-brick, dark-brown water table and concrete cornice are 
intended to relate to the older building. The 1960 addition i s r e l a t i v e l y harmonious 
in scale, design, and materials, but i s should be considered non-contributing because 
of i t s recent age. 

Significance: local l e v e l , architecture, 1908, 1932, 1960. 
The F i r s t Baptist Church i n Stamford i s an important complex of structures with 

both architectural and h i s t o r i c a l significance. I t i s the religious home for one of 
the town's e a r l i e s t and largest congregations, and i s also a good example of the large-
scale, c l a s s i c a l l y influenced church building. 

The F i r s t Baptist Church was organized i n Stamford i n early 1900. Temporary 
f a c i l i t i e s were used at f i r s t , then a small structure was b u i l t i n late 1900 or 1901. 
By 1908 the congregation had grown and prospered enough to i n i t i a t e a new structure. 
Ten leading members of the church each pledged $1,000 for construction, and work began 
i n early 1908. The building was completed i n 1909 and stood as one of the ci t y ' s most 
elaborate and expensive structures. Twenty-six years l a t e r , i n 1932, the overcrowded 
congregation once again decided to expand by constructing a two-story educational 
wing behind the main chapel, on the east side of the l o t . This two-building complex 
served the needs of the congregation u n t i l the la t e 1950s. In 1960 a new educational 
wing was added to the south of the old main building, completing the present F i r s t 
Baptist Church complex. 

The F i r s t Baptist complex has served as the s p i r i t u a l home for a large part of 
Stamford's population for generations. I t has been the focal point for one of the ci t y ' s 
largest religious denominations and i s a well-known local landmark. 

Not only i s t h i s complex important h i s t o r i c a l l y , i t has a great deal of architec­
t u r a l merit. I t i s a good example of the Classical influence which i s rare i n Stamford, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i n large buildings. Use of t h i s s t y l e with i t s classical features makes 
the main church building one of the most imposing structures i n town. The 1932 educational 
building, which also has a hi n t of classical s t y l i n g , adds to the mass and imposing nature 
of the complex. 

The mildly altered structure, w i t h i t s long history and landmark status, as well 
as i t s architectural merit, undoubtedly ranks as one of Stamford's most important c u l ­
t u r a l resources. 
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Prc^«rty No. 8 

Historic Resources of Stamford 

Stamford Historic Structures Survey Identification nuniser, srA-043 

Name of property- Old Bryant-Link Building/West Texas U t i l i t i e s 

Address of property- 120 S. Swenson 

Thompson Jewelry Owner of property-

Owner 's Address-

Acreage-

c/o W.C. Thcwipson 
P.O. Box 748 
Stamford, TX 79553 

Less than one acre 

Verbal Boundary Description- (Legal Description) Original Tbwn; 
Blocic 23, N. 10' of Lot 2, S. 18 1/3* 
of Lot 3 

UTM Coordinates- 14/424920/3645240 

Descaripticxi (altered, good condition) 
The cornnercial structure at 120 S. Swenson is the most elaborate i n 

the city. The elegance and attention to det:ail befitted the growing 
"en^iire" of the Bryant-Link r e t a i l cihain, and i t is prominently sited on 
the town square. 

The Stamford headqueurters and store is a one-story t i l e building with 
a prefabric:ated ccncrete facade. According to one of the Bryant heirs, the 
front facade was precast in San Antonio, shipped to the si t e , then 
installed. 

The elaborate c:ast-cr«crete motifs of the facade are influenced by the 
Plateresque architecture. The presence of such an unusual style in 
Stamford is prc3bably found in the San Antonio origins of the building. The 
building ccxtsists of two storefrcxits: cxie (presumably the former store), 
occupying approximately two-thirds of the frontage, and another, smaller 
store/office occupying the remaining third. The original storefront in the 
larger portion is unchanged, with dark metal bases cind framing, original 
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brass-stripped plate glass and glass-paneled doors. The entreuice floor is 
covered in small mosaic t i l e s that include Maltese crosses, swastikas, and 
other symbols of unknown origin. The smaller storefront, while retaining 
the configuration of modem plate glass and aluminum have created an effect 
t o t a l l y alien to the original receding frc«ts. 

Significance; local level, architecture 
The West Texas U t i l i t i e s Building in Stamford is perhaps the city's 

most impressive architectural achievement, as well cis a hi s t o r i c a l l y 
significant structure on both the local and regional levels. Built in 1928 
for the Bryant-Link Company, one of Stamford's earliest and most successful 
comnercial ventiures, i t remains one of the best and, perhaps, the only 
oommercial exaii5>le of the Plateresque style in the a i t i r e regicn. 

The Bryant-Link Con^any began in Anson as a small farm-implements/dry-
goods store in 1884. IXiring 1900 the firm opened a store in Stamford and 
moved the conpany headquarters to the new ci t y . The company prospered, and 
by the mid-1930s i t owned stores in Stamford, Lamesa, Jayton, Post, and 
Spur. During the late 1920s, at the height of i t s prosperity, the company 
decided to construct a new and fashicxiable building on the site of their 
original large brick building. This structure was b u i l t durir>g 1928 to 
hcxise the cmpany's home offices and i t s Icxial dry-goods and department 
store operation. 

The firm chose the popular Spanish Colonial Revival (Plateresque) 
style to portray a lavish and contemporary picture for the public. The 
entire 850-ft. frcnt facade was made of precast concarete in San Antcxiio, 
then shipped to the site and installed on the new building. Since i t s 
construction i t has remained one of Stamford's most noteworthy and unusual 
structures. After serving the Bryant-Link Company and other tenants for 
decades, the building was purchased by West Texas U t i l i t i e s in 1973. After 
the remodeling of the interior and refurbishing of the extericar, basically 
in a synpathetic meinner, the structure was ready to embark on i t s next 
half-century as a locxil landmark cind viable cxxrmercial structure. I t has 
served the West Texas U t i l i t i e s Company well for over a decade and shows 
every sign of forging ahead into the next century with i t s original 

- character and most of i t s fabric intacrt^. 
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Property No. 9 

Historic Resources of Stcimford 

Stamford Historic Structures Survey Ident i f icat ion nuntoer, srA-061 

Name of p r c ^ r t y - Old H.O. Wooten Grocery Co./A.C. Humphrey Warehouse 

Address of preperty- 128. E. Rotan 

Owner of property- A.C. Humphrey 

Owner's Address-

Acreage-

128 E. Rotan 
Stamford, TX 79553 

Less thcui one acre 

Verbal Boundary Descripticxi- (Legal Descripticn) Original Tbwn; 

Elcxfk 34, Lots 2, 3, 4, 5 

um Coordinates- 14/425060/3645040 

Descripticxi (cLltered, good ccndition) 
The A.C. Humphrey Warehouse is the most interesting and best preserved 

of Stamford's early twentieth-c»ntury f a c i l i t i e s . The brick structure was 
b u i l t as a grocery warehouse about 1916. 

The solid brick walls are divided into bays by piers. The brick wall 
between each pier has a corbeled cornice and both string courses and s i l l 
courses. 

Small arched windows pierce the wall in the upper portion of the 
high-c:eilinged interior space to allcjw natural lighting. On three sides of 
the building, larger ane-cjver-cxie wood-framed windows with relieving arches 
provide additional lighting atxJ ventilation. 

On the remaining side, wooden steps allow access to a wocxJen loading 
dock and the entranc:e to the office. Two sets of sliding, braced doors 
open wide for easy loading and unloading. A f l a t wooden awning shelters 
the entire dock and is tied to the main structure by wooden beams 
supplemented with steel rods. 

The Warehouse is located near the Misscxuri-Kansas-Texcis Railroad 
tracks in a cxraroercial/industrial area south of the town square. 
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Significance; Icccil level, architecture> c. 1917 
The A.C. Huinphrey Warehouse was b u i l t between 1913 and 1922, but most 

like l y in 1916 or 1917. I t serves as a historical rerairider of the 
flourishing viholesale grocery trade v*iich anerged in Stcimford before World 
War I , and is the best surviving example of comnercial mciscnry work in the 
cit y . 

During Stamford's f i r s t three or four decades of existence i t 
developed a healthy wholesale grocery industiry. The T.M. Radford Company 
arrived in 1904, the H.O. Wooten Grocery Company opened in 1905, 
Waples-Platter Company in 1909 and the Walker Smith Company in 1915. The 
H.O. Wooten Grocery Ccxnpany decided to expand i t s operations, and in 1916 
purchased the lots vhich the present building ocxnapies. Soon thereafter 
they b u i l t this leurge and handsome structure. 

Although this building was essentially a warehouse, the company spent 
extra money to construct an ornate strvicture which was b u i l t t y skilled 
craftsmen from quality materials. Many of Stamford's early commercial 
structures were b u i l t of similar materials at a similar or higher level of 
craftsmanship. Regrettably, most of these buildings are either gone or 
heavily modified (usually stucxxied), so that the high-cjuality brickwork is 
now obliterated. The A.C. Humphrey Warehouse is the last, and largest, 
remaining exairple of high-quality commercial masonry l e f t in the ci t y , as 
well as being the best preserved and best b u i l t of a l l Stamford's surviving 
warehouse structures. 
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Property No. 10 

Historic Resources of Stamford 

Stamford Historic Stiructures Survey Identification nunber, STA-067 

Ncuoe of property- A.J. Jackson Residence 

Address of prc^3erty- 305 S. Ferguson 

Owner of prcjperty- Noble J. Young 

Omer's Address- 305 S. Ferguscxi 

Stamford, TX 79553 

Acreage- Less than one acre 

Verbal Boundary Descripticn- (Legal Descripticn) Original Tbwn; 
Block 32, Lots 4, 5 

UTM Coordinates- 14/425060/3645400 

Description (good, unaltered) 
The small house at 305 S. Ferguson is one of Stamford's earliest 

existing residencies. The wocxi-frame house is b u i l t cxi a U-shaped plan (with 
a shed porch connecrting the two gables) and has a shed-roofed rear 
addition. An interior chimney sits along the main ridge line. Multiple 
entrances ctnd itany long windows provided ventilation in pre-air 
cxxiditicxiing days. I t is i n an older residential/commercial neighborhood near 
the tovm square. 
Significancre; local level, architecture 

The A.J. Jackson Residence is a good, unaltered, frame dwelling v*iich 
typifies the inexpensive housing b u i l t in Stamford in i t s f i r s t years. 
The house was erected before 1908, prc3bably i n 1905 (according to the 
present owner, who is the daughter of tJie original owner). 

Most of Stamford's early working-class housing has either been 
demolished, denattured, or heavily modified with stuccao or asbestos-tile 
siding coupled with the removal of trim. The fact that this l i t t l e house 
remains intact down to the original windows, siding, plan, and even trim is 
highly unusual. I t serves as a reminder of the typical early Stamford 
housing unit, a type of structure quickly disappearing from the local 
scene. 
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Property No. 11 

Historic Resources of Stamford 

Stamford Historic Structures Survey Ident i f icat ion number, STA-078 

Name of prc3perty- Buera Vista Hotel 

Address of property- 123 North Wetherbee 

Omer of property- Margaret E. Chase 

Owner's Address-

Acreage-

59478 46th St. Reynolds Lake 
Lawrence, MI 49064 

Less tihan one acre 

Verbal Boundary Description- (Legal Description) Original Tbwn; 
Block 18, N. 82 1/2' of Lots, 15, 
16, 17, 18, 19, 20 

UTM Coordinates- 14/425240/3645000 

DescripticHi (unaltered, good condition) 
The Buena Vista Hotel was ccxistructed in 1928 as a rcxxning house. The 

two-story house is a brick-veneered t i l e structure with a metal-tile roof. 
A l l rafters cure exposed. The rooms are arranged along two long central 
hallways vAiich are evident on the outside because of the c^entral doors i n 
the front facade. 

The main feature of the simple structure is the porcih. The rcx>f of 
the porch is f l a t to form the wrought-iron railed porch c^jening off the 
second-floor h a l l . A met:al-tile hipped roof surrourxls this deck and covers 
the f i r s t - f l o o r porch. Pour large brick pedestals and square wcxxJai posts 
support the porcih. I t is in an older residential/commercial area. 

Significance; local level, commerce» 1928 
The Buena Vista Hotel is the last remaining example of the family 

c^jerated "rooming house" i n Stamford. Between 1900 and 1930 many of these 
small two- and three-story buildings were b u i l t to serve the transient 
labor forc:e associated with the railroad and local industrial c^raticms. 
A l l have been demolished, have bumed, or have been moved away except for 
the Buera Vista. 
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The Buena Vista Hotel was b u i l t i n 1928, by D.D. and Vista Duncan, to 
capitalize on the local housing needs. The two-story t i l e structure with 
brick veneer was b u i l t by E.D. Jcxies, a local ccxitractor, for $9,500. I t 
contained 21 rooms and two batihs. Since i t s cxxistruction, i t has served 
f a i t h f i U l y as a rooming house and stands as a reminder of v«hat was once a 
flourishing "cxjttage industry" in Stamford. 
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Property No. 12 

Historic Resources of Stamford 

Stamford Historic Structures Survey Identificaticxi nunber, srA-087 

Name of property- Residence, 501 N. Swenson 

Address of property- 501 N. Swenson 

Owner of prc^aerty- Mrs. Olivia Williamson 

Owner's Address- 501 N. Swenson 

Stamford, TX 79553 

Acreage- Less than one acre 

Verbal Boundary Description- (Legal Description) Original Tbwn; 
Block 90, Lots 1, 2 

UTM Coordinates- 14/424920/3645860 

Descripticxi (unaltered, good condition) 
The small frame house at 501 N. Swenson is typical of the type of 

permcinent housing f i r s t b u i l t i n Stamford. I t is cin example of the 
simplified Queen Anne style popular in the late nineteenth century and 
b u i l t in West Texas as late as the eeurly 1900s. 

The house has a central, hipped and wood-shingled section with two 
projecting gables forming an L-shap>ed plan. A small shed additicxi at the 
rear and an asymmetrical comer porch complete the structure. 

TWO decorative elements add a Queen Anne look to an otJierwise simple 
structure. The gable ends have a full-shingled return, wide bargeboards, 
cuid decorative shingle siding. A sunburst-patterned panel accents each 
gable. 

This small attached porch has tumed columns, a spindle frieze, cind 
decorative brackets a l l cxxitributing to a modest, but intac±, version of 
late Victorian styling. 

The house is located in a mixed residential/commercial area on U.S. 
Hwy 277. 
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Significance; local level, eurchitecture. c. 1905 
The small house at 501 N. Swenson is a good example of a small frame 

dwelling b u i l t in Stamford i n i t s f i r s t few years, and one of the few 
surviving examples of the sinplified Queen Anne style in the cit y . I t i s 
even more unusual in that i t has survived eight decades of use with l i t t l e 
or no alteration. 

This dwelling was b u i l t between 1900 and 1908, probably between 1904 
and 1906. The simplified CXieen Anne style wcis beginning to lose popularity 
during that period, and few such structures were being b u i l t in Stamford, 
especially small cxies. Thus this house was unusual vhen constructed, and 
i t is quite reure in Stamford today. 

The fact that this l i t t l e house is v i r t u a l l y original in every detiail 
adds to i t s r a r i t y . I t is the c«ily small, simplified Queen Anne, 
unaltered, and ncxi-deteriorated example in the cit y . As such i t stands as 
cxie of the town's more significant dwellings. 
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Property No. 13 

Historic Resources of Stamford 

Stamford Historic Structures Survey Identification number, STA-lOO 

Name of prc^perty- Residence, 502 S. Orient 

Address of property- 502 S. Orient 

Owner of property- Robert E. Taylor 

Owner's Address- 502 S. Orient 

Stamford, TX 79553 

Acreage- Less than cxie acre 

Verbal Boundary Description- (Legal Description) Original Town; 
Blodc 126, Lot 1 

UTM Coordinates- 14/425720/3644760 

Description (unaltered, good condition) 
The house at 502 S. Orient is a large two-story frame structure. The 

hipped roof has compositicxi shingles cuid boxed eaves. Rour hipped dormers 
proje<:t from the roof to allow li g h t to the a t t i c story. 

The house is basically rectangular, with a wide, hipped-roof porch 
acaross the front elevaticxi. Grcx^js of two or three Doric cxalumns set on 
square wooden pedestals support the porch roof. A wooden beilustrade 
ocxnpletes the porch. 

Although a hipped^roof projec:ti<xi over the porch ap^jears to have been 
added, i t appears on the earliest Sanbom map (1922) for this area. 
Lozenge windows in various sizes and CKXifigurations are found around the 
house. A two-story bay and a bracketed o r i e l window add interest to an 
otherwise sinple strucrt:ure. The u^^er part of the chimney flue has been 
removed. 
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Significancze; local level, architecture, about 1908 
The residenc:e at 502 S. Orient is important in Stamford cis an example 

of the traditional large house b u i l t early i n the city's history. I t is 
also iii5X>rtant for i t s possible ccxinectic« with Stamford College. 

Probably b u i l t between 1907 and 1910, this house was f i n a l l y mapped by 
the Sanbom Company i n 1922. I t does not possess any great architectural 
merit, but is a good, representative example of a typical, vemacular, 
early twentieth-century residenc:e of large size. I t is eilso important for 
i t s possible associaticxi with Stamford College. Althou^ the dating on 
this section of town is vague because of spotty mapping by the Saribom Map 
Company, i t is l i k e l y that this pre-1922 structure was actually b u i l t 
aroixid 1907 or 1908 in oonjuncticHi with Stamford College, vihich occi^jied 
the land directly across the street. 

Whai Stamford College was b u i l t in 1907, i t no doubt prompted the 
constructicxi of scxne houses on nearby streets. Unfortunately, the Sanbom 
Fire Insurancre Maps do not deal with this part of town except to indicate 
the college c:anpus. The curea around the college, the College Heights 
addition, was platted i n 1907, so construction did take place at that date. 
(A house a half-block east, for instance, was b u i l t in 1910.) In 1922 
this dwelling was f i n a l l y mapped. I t i s very l i k e l y that the present house 
was b u i l t much earlier, as a dwelling for a college employee or a facmlty 
member. 

In any case, the house is one of the best exan^Jles of the large, early 
twentieth-century residential houses in the c i t y . I t is v i r t u a l l y 
unaltered and is representative of the kind of well-built, middle-, or even 
upper-class housing constructed in Stamford during i t s f i r s t two decades 
of growtJi. I t may well be the most substantial example in Stamford of the 
American Foursquare style. The surrounding area is largely residential. 
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Property No. 14 

Hist:oric Resources of Stamford 

Stamford Historic Structures Survey Identific:aticxi number, srA-107 

Name of property- Dr. E.P. Bunkley Residence and Garage 

Address of p r c ^ r t y - 1034 E. Reynolds 

C.E. Swenson Owner of property-

Owner's Address-

Acreage-

1034 E. Reynolds/P.O. Box 551 
Stamford, TX 79553 

Less than one acre 

Verbal Boundary Description- (Legal Description) Original Tbwn; 
Block 150, Lot 16, 17 " 

UTM Coordinates- 14/426460/3644760 

Descaription (unaltered, good condition) 
The two-story brick house at 1034 E. Reynolds was b u i l t in 1927. 

Though not Prairie Style in the strictest sense, the house shows strong 
elements of horizcxital styling. 

The rectangular house is of buff brick with the horizontal mortar 
joints emphasized. Subdued panels of ornamental brick patteming occur 
between the second-story windows, and a soldier course ap̂ jeeurs at the roof 
lines. Triple sets of windows with concrete s i l l s ccxitinue the f e e l i r ^ . 
Long, bracketed, ccncrete window boxes under f i r s t - f l o o r windows further 
acxsntuate the horizontal appearance of the house. 

The aitrance and side porch have f l a t roofs with wrought-iron 
balustrades. Each is su^Jorted by massive square columns of brick. 

The house is dominated by a steeply hipped red-tile roof. The eaves 
are boxed in on a l l sides, ocxitributing to the leng look of the house. 

A detached double garage with a second-story garage apartment is of 
the same material and repeats the major features of the main house. I t is 
a contributing feature in terms of the nomination. 

The property is sited on a corner lot in an older residential neighborhood. 
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Significance; local level, arcAiitecture . 1927 E.D. Jones, contractor 
The large brick dwelling at 1034 E. Reynolds is an example of the 

housing erected by Stamford's more affluent citizens in i t s f i r s t several 
decades of growth. I t was also the home ESr. E.P. Bunkley, an early 
Stamford pioneer and civic leader. 

The dwelling was b u i l t for Dr. Bunkley in late 1927 by E.D. Jones, a 
local contractor. Bunkley purchased a "modem twc^-story brick house" for 
$10,000. Although the house possesses few outstanding architectural 
characteristics or s t y l i s t i c features, i t is an attractive and imposing 
dwelling. 

Shortly after Bunkley b u i l t the structure he began to advance his 
civic career. He was elected mayor of Stamford in 1933 and 1935, leading 
the c i t y through some of the darkest hours of the Depression. Thus, for at 
least four years, this dwelling served as the focal point for local 
po l i t i c s , as well as a home for Dr. Bunkley. 
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Property No. 15 

Historic Resources of Stamford 

Stamford Historic Structures Survey Identification number, srA-113 

Name of prcDperty- Residenc:e, 709 E. Reynolds 

Address of p r c ^ r t y - 709 E. Reynolds 

Owner of property- Danny Duggan 

Owner's Address- 709 E. Reynolds 

Stamford, TX 79553 

Acreage- Less tihan one acre 

Verbal Boundary Description- (Legal Description) College Heights; 
Block 132, Lot 5 

UTM Coordinates- 14/425800/3644840 

Desc:ripticn (unaltered, good condition) 
The house at 709 E. Reynolds is similar in materials and detailing to 

i t s neighbor at 719 E. Reynolds. While somewhat unusual, the house 
exhibits many Craftsman details and features. 

The frame house has wood siding ranging frcxn a narrow width near the 
eaves to a much wider board near the ground, creating the effect of 
slightly battered walls. The hipped roof has gablets at each erri, four 
gabled dormers, and hi^jed extensions over the front porch and the two 
square bays. Exposed purlins and rafters further enhance the Bungalow 
effect. 

The asymmetrical porch stretches across the front of the house. A 
solid wall continues the wide siding found on a l l walls below the window 
s i l l , and several sets of columns support the roof. The scjueure columns are 
joined with decorative stickwork. 

In keying with the Craftsman ccncem for lig h t and ventilation, the 
house has many windows. Most are single-light sashes, though a few of the 
f i r s t - f l o o r windows have multilight upper sashes. 
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Significanc:e; local level, architecture? c. 1908 
The residence at 709 E. Reynolds is quite similar to the one two doors 

away at 719 E. Reynolds, at least in terms of general historical and 
aurchitectural diaracteristics. 

This type of small bungalow, as i t is b u i l t at 709 E. Reynolds, is one 
of the best examples of the style in Stamford. Although dating on this 
section of town is vague, due to a lack of con5>lete mapping by the Saribom 
Map Con^any, i t i s l i k e l y that this pre-1922 structure was actvially b u i l t 
around 1907 and 1908 in conjunction with Stamford College, vihich ocxrupied 
the land direcrtly across the street. 

When Stamford College was b u i l t in 1907, i t no doubt prompted the 
constructicn of scxne houses on nearby streets. Lfrifortunately, the Sanbom 
Fire Insurance maps do not deal with this area of town, except for 
including the college campus. The area around the school, the College 
Heights addition, was also platted in 1907, so ccnstructicn did take place. 
The house next door, for instance, was b u i l t in 1910 and f i n a l l y mapped in 
1922. I t is highly possible that the present house was b u i l t much earlier, 
CIS a dwelling for a college employee or a faculty member. 

In any case, i t i s one of the best examples of this kind of vemacular 
bungalo* in the ci t y . The structure is v i r t u a l l y uraltered and is 
r^resentative of quality middle-class housing in Stamford during i t s f i r s t 
two decades of growth. 
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Property No. 16 

Historic Resources of Stamford 

Stamford Historic Structures Survey Identific:ation number, SrA-115 

Ncime of property- Residence, 719 E. Reynolds 

Address of property- 719 E. Reynolds 

Owner of property- Carl L. Cooper 

Owner's Address- 719 E. Reynolds 
Stamford, TX 79553 

Acreage- Less than one acre 

Verbal Boundary Description- (Legal Description) College Heights; 
Block 132, Lot 7 

UTM Coordinates- 14/425860/3644840 

Descripticn (unaltered, good condition) 
The house at 719 E. Reynolds is one variation of the typical bungalow 

b u i l t i n Stamford early i n i t s history. The one and one-half story, 
wood-frame house is b u i l t on a cross-gable plan with broad, steeply pitched, 
wood-shingle roofs to allow use of the a t t i c story. Exposed rafters are 
evident around the roof edge. 

The textual variation so popular in the Craftsman-type house is 
provided in a simple manner by the use of siding that vcuries in width from 
narrow at the roof line to very wide at the ground. As the width of the 
weatherboard increases, the wall flares slightJ.y. This treatment is used 
around the house, including the bay windows and porch posts. I t was 
possibly used along the now-stuccoed porch wall as well. 

The L-shaped porch is contained under the main roof line. Geometric 
patterns adom the porch posts. Multilight and single-light windows are 
used in a variety of sizes and configurations. An aluminum storm door has 
been added to the large paneled door with sidelights. 
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Significance; local level, architecture, c. 1908 
The small bungalow b u i l t at 719 E. Reynolds is cxie of the best 

exanjjles of that style b u i l t i n Stamford. Although dating on this secition 
of town is uncertain, due to a lack of early mapping by the Sanbom Map 
Oon^any, i t is l i k e l y that this pre-1922 stmcture was actually b u i l t 
around 1907 or 1908 in conjunction with Stamford College (v^ich occupied 
the land directly across the street). 

When Stamford College was b u i l t in 1907, i t no doiibt prcxnpted the 
ccnstruction of many houses on nearby streets. Unfortunately, the Sanbom 
Fire Insiarance Map>s only include the college campus in this part of town. 
Since the area around the college—the College Heights addition—was 
platted in 1907, we know that cxxistruction took place in that part of the 
city. The house next door, for instance, was b u i l t in 1910; nevertheless, 
i t was not u n t i l 1922 that this dwelling was f i n a l l y mapped. I t is highly 
possible that the house at 719 E. Reynolds was b u i l t much earlier, as a 
dwelling for a college employee or a faculty member. 

In any case, i t is ene of the best examples of the small bungalow i n 
the ci t y . The house is v i r t u a l l y unaltered and is representative of the 
kind of high-quality, middle class housing b u i l t i n Stamford during i t s 
f i r s t two decades of growth. 
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Property No. 17 

Historic Resources of Stamford 

Stamford Historic Stiructures Survey Identification number, STA-116 

Name of property- J. P. Astin House 

Address of property- 111 E. Campbell 

Owner of prc¥>erty- Dr. R. Mark and Rotbye Probst 

Owner's Address-

Acreage-

111 E. Campbell 
Stamford, TX 79553 

Less than one acre 

Verbal Boundary Descripticn- (Legal Description) Original Tbwn; 
Block 61, Lots 8, 9, 10 

UTM Coordinates- 14/425060/3645720 

Descxipticxi (unaltered, excellent ocxidition) 
This elaborate Neo-Classical Revival home is of wood-frame ccxistruction with 

wooden detailing. The two-story house has a hipped roof now covered i n 
compositicxi shingles. 

A widow's walk on the roof provides a view for many miles in a l l 
directicxis. Large, square dormers project from each side of the roof, each 
with lozenge windows and parapet; the oomice detailing repeats that found 
elsev>here on the house. The boxed eaves of the roof have modillicxis, a row 
of dentils, and a wide and simple frieze. Three interior diimneys are 
found on the roof. 

The two-story flat-roofed entry portico is supported by matched pairs 
of wooden fluted columns with Ionic capitals. The portico is topped with a 
wooden r a i l i n g consisting of slat balusters and a decorative pattern 
representing St. George's cross. 
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Independent cxie-story porches are found on each side of the house. 
These hipped-roof porcihes have slender Ionic columns and cornice detailing 
similar to the nain roof line. The porch that passes under the full-height 
entry forms a porch for the secxnd story. The balustrade of this porch 
repeats the r a i l i n g motif of tiie portico. 

Bay windows are found under the east eind west porches. A porte cochere 
with similar detiailing extends from the west porch. 

Lozenge windows are found i n most of the Icurge rectemgular openings, 
v*iile a lozenge-paned wooden door with sidelights cind heavy wcoden 
surrounds is found at the main ent:ry. A similar door arrangement c^jens 
onto the seccnd-floor porch. 

A stable and servants quarters are Icxated at the rear of the grounds. 
Ihe quarterblock on Which the house stands is surrounded by a low iron 
fence. A porticxi of the side yard is aiclosed by a white lattice-^vork 
fen<3e. 

Significance; local level, architecture, about 1909 
The J.P. Astin House, b u i l t between 1908 and 1913 (prcAably 1908-1910), 

is ene of the most significant structures in Stamford. I t is an 
circhitectural gem, a fine exan^le of the Neo-Classical Revival style as i t 
is interpreted on a very large house. Also, i t s builder and f i r s t ocxupant 
was J.P. Astin, a very early Stamford picneer and civic leader. 

The Neo-Classical Revival style was a popular residential style in the 
U.S. from the mid-1980s u n t i l World War I . I t was particularly adaptable 
to the large-house format. The Astin House is an outstar»ding example of 
the style, which is rare in the ci t y . I t is one of Stamford's largest and 
most impressive homes, and one of i t s best preserved and unaltered early 
twentieth-century dwellings. 

J.P. Astin, the builder of the house, came to Stamford in 1908 to 
participate in the building of tJie town as a real estate agent, speculates, 
and developer. He was a^arently quite successful at these enterprises, 
and b u i l t his magnific:ent residence after ap^sroximately ten years in the 
city. Since i t s cmstructicn, the house has remained basically unaltered. 
The present owners ccnducted a thorough restoraticn/modemization in 1983 
and early 1984 which is extiremely sympathetic to the original fabric and 
chcuracter of the house. 

The house is prominently sited on a comer lot in an older residential 
neighborhood. 
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Property No. 18 

Historic Resources of Stamford 

Stamford Historic Structures Svirvey Ident i f icat ion number, srA-118 

Name of p r o ^ r t y - Residence, 815 E. Campbell 

Address of property- 815 E. Campbell 

Owner of p r c ^ r t y - Einil Mueller 

Omer's Address-

Acreage-

P.O. Box 1174 
Stamford, TX 79553 

Less than one acre 

Verbal Boundary Descripticn- (Legal Description) Hanna Eastside; 
Block 7, Lots 6, 7 

UTM Coordinates- 14/426040/3645700 

Descripticn (unaltered, good condition) 
The sinple house at 815 E. Campbell possesses some detailing vAiich 

sets i t apart frcxn the average frame structure. The wood siding on the 
house ranges frcxn very rarrow at the eaves to quite wide at the ground, 
producing slightly battered walls—an effect seen on several other houses 
in Stamford (See also No. 15 {STA-113} and No. 16 {STA-115}). Historic 
photos of the present house show a two-tone paint scheme vihich further 
enhancres the textural veuriation. 

The hijped roof, now covered by con^sition shingles, flcures s l i g h t l y 
at the comers. The roof has boxed eaves and one small, hipped dormer. A 
brick flue extends through the roof. 

large windows with leaded-glass transoms are located around the 
house. While the wide, simple entry has a multilight wocxi«i door. 
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The raised porch under the main roof line is the major featvore of the 
house. Ihe porch wall continues the s i l l line of the side windows at the 
height of the lower part of the wall which is covered by wide siding. The 
porch is supported by four short, but large, Ionic cxDlumns—an inccngruous 
detail on an otherwise plain house. 

Significance; I c x ^ l level, architecture, about 1910 
The house at 815 E. Campbell is an excellent example of the 

high-quality, middle-class housing b u i l t in Stamford during the f i r s t 
de<:ades of i t s existence. I t is an unusual house with architectural 
features that set i t apart from the normal middle-class or working-class 
house. 

Probably b u i l t between 1907 and 1920, the house at 815 E. Campbell is 
a well-built, ornate small house typical of mciny Stamford residencies. I t 
is unusual, however, in that i t anploys some Craftsman architectural 
features as well as thick Ionic columns on the front porch. These extra 
circhitectural details give the house a moderately imposing appearance, 
setting i t somevihat apart frcxn i t s neighbors. 

I t is reminiscent architecturally of a Pyramid House, so-called because 
of i t s roofline, and is a not uncommon, one-story, Texan counterpart of the 
American Foursquare style. The house presents an interesting contrast with 
the U.P. Astin House (Property No. 17). 

The house is located at the northeastern edge of town in an older resi­
dential area. 
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Property No. 19 

Historic Resources of Stamford 

Stamford Historic Structures Survey Identif icat ion nunber, STA-119 

Ncime of property- Residence, 610 E. Oliver 

Address of property- 610 E. Oliver 

Owner of property- Mrs. R.L. Howse 

Owner's Address-

Acreage-

610 E. Oliver 
Stamford, TX 79553 

Less than cxie acre 

Verbal Boundary Description- (Legal Descripticxi) Original Ttown; 
Block 120, Lot 16 and W 20' of Lot 15 

LTIM Ooordinates- 14/425660/3645540 

Descripticn (altered, good condition) 
The residence at 610 E. Oliver is a frame cottage with hipped roof. 

The house is raised, has a rubble-stcxie fc»ting, composition shingles, and 
boxed eaves. 

The major eurchitectural feature of the house is the monumental Qreek 
Revival porch. The geibled porch with a pent roof is supported by two 
groi^js of three square wooden columns. A simple balustrade and two scjuaure 
pedestals complete the porch. A Palladiein-style lunette is found in the 
tympanum. 

The house has two doors, each set to one side of the porch. A 
classically detailed window feature with recessed lights and cx>lumns i s 
flauiked by the doors and occipies the place generally reserved for an 
elaborate entreinoe. Other windows have one lozenge sash over a sir>gle 
light in a simple frame. 

Significance; local level, architecture, c. 1907 
The residence at 610 E. Oliver, b u i l t between 1900 and 1913, is an 

unusual example of extensive and expensive eirchitectural features on a 
small house. I t is also an excellent example of the quality housing b u i l t 
by Stamford's middle class in the f i r s t decade of i t s existence. 
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This house is unusual i n an architectural sense because i t utilizes 
expensive Greek Revival elanents, such as heavy columns and a Palladian 
lunette to enhan<:e an otherwise average structure. These features are not 
rxarmally found cn a smaller middle-class, or perhaps even a working-class 
home. 

Although this house is atypical in an eurchitectural sense, i t is very 
representative of the quality b u i l t throughout Stamford in it:s early 
decades. I t is a small house, moderately expensive when b u i l t , yet i t 
provided i t s owner with a b i t more in the way of "image" thcin a snail 
<x>ttage or bungalow. 

This property is in an older residential neighborhood. 



NPS F o m lO-WO-e OMB NO. 1024^18 
Expires 10-31-87 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

_ , HUo i 1 
Nat ional Register of His tor ic Places '^^^^ 
Inventory—Nominat ion Form dateentered SEP 2 4 
Continuation sheet Item number a l l Page 40 

Property No. 20 

Historic Resources of Stamford 

Stamford Historic Structures Survey Identif legation number, SrA-120 

Name of prcjperty- A.J. Swenscxi House 

Address of p r c ^ r t y - 511 E. Oliver 

Owner of property- B.H. Ccxinally 

Owner's Address- 511 E. Oliver 

Stamford, TX 79553 

Acreage- Less than one acre 

Verbal Boundary Descripticxi- (Legal Descripticn) Original Tbwn; 

Block 120, E. 1/2 of Lot 5, Lots 6, 7 

UTM Coordinates- 14/425520/3645600 

Descripticn (altered, f a i r condition) 
The A.J. Swenson House at 511 E. Oliver was b u i l t i n 1905 and displays 

(iaeen Anne massing and Classic:al features on a basically square, wood-frame 
house. Details such as the bay windows, the asymmetrical porch, and the 
elaborate dormer, appear grafted into a relatively simple strucrture. 

The two-story house has an almost pyramidal roof line with a minimal 
ridge. Changes in plan are provided by two^story, hipped-roof bays at each 
rear comer and a gabled dormer at the front of the house. Each ridge 
section of the roof is capped by a metal fleur-de-lis f i n i a l , while a brick 
chimney exits frcxn the slope of the main roof. 

The wood-shingled and geibled dormer is the most elaborate feature of 
the house, having an extended, bracketed roof line and a recessed arch 
framing a Palladian window. A small shingled and railed balccnet of 
semicircular shape projects from the main roof at the base of the dormer. 

The front facade of the house is unbroken except for a small 
second-story bay window directly below the dormer. A full-width one-story 
porch is the dominant feature of the house. The asymnetrical porch has a 
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semicircular entry feature similar to that on Colonial Revival houses. Classical 
d e t a i l i n g includes Ionic columns which support the porch, the simple balustrade 
pattern at floor level and along part of the roof l i n e , and d e n t i l molding along the 
cornice. Additions and modifications are largely limited to the rear of the building. 
I t i s located i n an older r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood. 

Significance: state l e v e l , architecture and ranching, 1905 
The A.J. Swenson House, 511 E. Oliver, possesses both h i s t o r i c a l significance and 

architectural merit. A.J. Swenson, nephew of SMS Ranch owner S.M. Swenson, came to 
Texas i n 1881 and arrived i n Jones County to work for his uncle i n 1889. In 1894 he 
took over Swenson's E l l e r s l i e Ranch, then i n 1897 became superintendent of a l l SMS 
Ranch holdings. In 1922, A.J. became manager of the entire Swenson Land and Cattle 
Company, a position he held u n t i l 1946. 

In 1905, A.J. Swenson decided to build a suitable residence i n the town he helped 
create. A large two-story dwelling was constructed with both Queen Anne and classical 
features. This home served the Swensons well as a house s u f f i c i e n t l y large to raise 
f i v e sons, and as an edifice suitable for a leading c i t i z e n of the c i t y . Following 
A.J.'s death i n 1953, the house changed hands and has suffered from neglect, although 
i t s t i l l retains i t s early 20th-century visage and i t s unusual blend of classical and 
Queen Anne s t y l i n g . 

Because of i t s h i s t o r i c a l association with the Swensons and i t s unusual architectural 
characteristics, t h i s structure stands as one of Stamford's most h i s t o r i c structures. 
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jjatlonal fiegistex 

O'g^ House at 709 East Reynolds 

Attest 

Keeper 

-Attest 
Pete 

9. House at 710 East McHarg Su^^£3^1«aWKeeper gtciU tUjA^J?'^j^'^j^j-

Attest ^yUt^. ij^jKU 

^ •10. House at 719 East Reynolds aub»*ud;ijr« lii^|Keeper ;^JvxU ^M^ls 

Attest £AI^.^. r f i J L y <f/2f$hfO 



NPS F o m I f r iOO^ 
CMS) 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-64 

United States Department of the Interior 
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Inventory—Nomination Form 
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Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Stamford Mul t ip le Resource Area 
State Jones County. TEXAS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

11. House at 815 East Campbell 

12. Jackson, A . J . , House 

Date/Signature 

Attest 

)er •^Keeper i-h;,h ^JlAJU> fk'/b/o 

Attest £AA^^. JTU-L^ ^ 11:^%  

^*fr^per (ydU^x^^*^^ 9Ai^/U 

Attest 

14. Old Penick—Hughes Company ***««^ StvJj^iKeeper /IM^ 

Attest ^U4£a^i. nUi^^ ̂  • 7/^^^4 

.-ompany 

16. Old Wooten, H.O., Grocery 
Company 

lerlster Q 

Attest 

eeper 
•^Keeper L t d J l M X A ^ A ^ ^ / ^ ( ^ 

'•'17, SMS Building 

18. St. John's Methodist 
Church 

Attest 

19. Stamford City Hal l 
I f I 

Attest 

.^Keeper fiotolkf^r^JUjuu, 

Attest Suic^^. Olji'^^. l/^t^^ 

st«i î eeper 

Attest 

20. Swenson, A.J., House eeper ^Jtui 4\IUM 'TI^H 

Attest i^kuti,^ OtfM/^^ 
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United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

OMB No 1024-0018 
E i p . 10-31-84 

For HPS u«»anty 

date lOTter ed 

Continuation sheet Item numtjer Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name 
State 

Stamford Multiple Resource Area 
Jones County, TEXAS 

Nor.ination/T>'pe of Review 

21. US Post Office 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

Date/Signature 

^/^per /p< i^<^ ' - ^ f^^y / / ^ y A 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 



Restricted Properties 

The following properties are restricted and not 

included in the Stamford MRA cover sheet. 

Property Name, County, State Reference Number Reason 
House at 710 E. McHarg, Jones 86003840 Owner objection 
County, Texas 



WASO Form - 177 
( "R" Jura 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Stamford MRA-
Jones County 
TEXAS 
COVER 

CZI resubmission 
(m nomination by person or local government 
O owner objection 
• appeal 

n sample CU request 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date:' 
Date Due: f / 
Action: _«=:r^CCEPT ^ 

RETURN 
REJECT 

Federal Agency: 

Substantive Review: • appeal CD NR decision 

T ^ de»i.r>p^icn section '^'•i cr^e^fT*yd Reviewer's comments: 

/'is . 
Recom./Criteria Accept f1 
Reviewer -/^fu^ ^ . ^j-L^jo 
Discipline /^.^jtricry 'J_ 
n;.te i/^fl2(. 

A c 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisit ion 

Status 

Accessible 
Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CD good 

CD fair 

I I deteriorated 

CD ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD alterations/integrity 
• dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria 
CU justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to. 

Signed Date Phone: 

G P O 9 1 6 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may te continued on an attacfiedsfieet 




