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1. Name 

historic HISTORIC RESOURCES OF PARIS, TEXAS 

and or corrimon 

2. Location 

For NPS use only 

received SEP 1 2 MB 

date entered 

street & number Incorporated Limi t s not for publication 

city, town P a r i s NA vicinity of 

state Texas code 048 county Lamar code 277 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership 

district ^ public 
building(s) ^ private 
structure both 
site Public Acqu is i t ion 
object NA in process 

X m u l t i p l e being considered 
r e s o u r c e 

Status 
X occupied 
X unoccupied 
^ work in progress 

Access ib le 
X yes: restricted 
X yes: unrestricted 

no 

Present Use 
agriculture 

X commercial 
educational 

X entertainment 
X government 
X industrial 

military 

museum 
X park 
^ private residence 
X religious 

scientific 
X transportation 

_x— other: v a c a n t 

4. Owner of Property 
name M u l t i p l e (Xmership (See continuatu.on Sheets) 

street & number 

city, town vicinity of state 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Lamar County Courthouse - Clerk ' s O f f i c e 

street & number 119 N. Main 

city, town Paris state Texas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Texas Historic Sites Inventory 

title (See Continuation Sheets) has this property been determined eligible? yes no 

date through December 31 , 1983 federal X _ state county local 

depository for survey records Texas H i s t o r i c a l Coimiission 

city, town Austin state 
Texas 



7. Descr ipt ion 

Condition Check one Check one 
X excellent ^ deteriorated unaltered _X- original site 
X good ruins X_ altered moved date N/A 

— 'air unexposed • j • • j i • c \ 
(see i n d i v i d u a l s i t e forms) 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The multiple resource nomination f o r Paris, Texas encompasses three 
h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t s and twenty-nine indiv i d u a l residences and buildings. 
Beginning i n 1844, the c i t y of Paris developed on a ridge between the 
Red and Sulphur r i v e r s on a prairie-woodland margin. I n spite of major 
f i r e s i n 1877 and 1916, the c i t y has preserved s i g n i f i c a n t examples of 
High Vi c t o r i a n I t a l i a n a t e , Queen Anne/Eastlake, Richardsonian Romanesque 
and vernacular Victorian-period styles. Later a r c h i t e c t u r a l styles such 
as the Bungalow and American Foursquare are found i n numerous examples. 
Beaux Arts, Jacobethan Revival, Spanish Colonial Revival and other 
s t y l i n g can likewise be found i n r e s i d e n t i a l , public, and r e l i g i o u s 
structures. With much of i t s rapid growth having taken place before the 
turn of the century and during the heyday of the railroads, Paris has 
retained a number of early structures, both singly and i n d i s t r i c t s . 
Many structures erected a f t e r the great 1916 f i r e s t i l l survive and add 
to the h i s t o r i c significance of the c i t y . 

Paris, the county seat of Lamar County, Texas, i s located i n 
northeast Texas, 20 miles south of the Oklahoma border and the Red 
River. The town i s situated on the di v i d i n g l i n e between the Piney 
Woods region of northeastern Texas and the vast Blackland P r a i r i e that 
extends t o the southwest, equally d i v i d i n g the county i n t o p r a i r i e and 
timbered lands with a va r i e t y of oaks, pecan, hickory, ash and walnut. 
The c i t y i s dense with trees, which create an almost continuous canopy. 
Over the years residents have planted crape myrtles throughout the c i t y , 
a practice which has earned i t the name "Crape Myrtle City". 

The land around Paris i s r i c h and f e r t i l e . I t produces large 
amounts of cotton, corn, oats, wheat, barley, vegetables and f r u i t . 

The gently r o l l i n g h i l l s of the region gradually b u i l d to a natural 
ridge between the watersheds of the Red River t o the north and the 
Sulphur River t o the south. The ridge reaches 620 feet above mean sea 
l e v e l . Paris i s near the head of many small streams of the Red and 
Sulphur r i v e r s . Many swales and creek beds are noticeable, although few 
creeks i n Paris have continuous waterflow a l l year. 

Like most c i t i e s Paris i s a social and c u l t u r a l mosaic, affected by 
numerous forces that have shaped i t over 140 years. I t has maintained 
some of i t s h i s t o r i c a l character, and continues t o evolve. The town has 
experienced many a r c h i t e c t u r a l , socio-cultural and technological eras 
which have affected the type and q u a l i t y of buildings erected. The 
present nomination documents today's best and most i n t a c t structures. 
Demolition, neglect, a l t e r a t i o n and f i r e have destroyed a s i g n i f i c a n t 
number of the c i t y ' s h i s t o r i c buildings. 
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HISTORIC RESOURCES OF PARIS 

INDIVIDUAL SITES 

Photo No. 
& S i t e No. Property Name Property Address 

1 McCormic-Bishop House 603 8th St. SE 
2 Johnson-McCuistion House 730 C l a r k s v i l l e 
3 F i r s t Church of C h r i s t , S c i e n t i s t 339 W. Kaufman 
4 F i r ^ Preshytp.rian Church 410 W. Kaufman 
5 Atkinson-Morris CHurch 802 Fitzhugh 
6 Santa Fe-Frisco Depot 1100 W. Kaufman 
7 Thaddeus & Josepha Preston House 731 E. Austin 
8 Wise-Fielding House & Carriage Hse 418 W. Washington 
9 Bailey-Ragland House 433 W. Washington 
10 Lamar County H o s p i t a l 625 W. Washington 
11 Rodgers-Wade F u r n i t u r e Co. 401 3rd SW 
12 High House 354 Washington 
13 J.M. and Emily Daniel House 216 4 t h SW 
14 Ragland House 208 5th S t r e e t SW 
15 Gregory Vinegar Works 1244 [ Church S t r e e t 
16 John Chisum Gibbons House 623 6th SE 
17 W.S. and Mary T r i g g House 441 12th S t r e e t SE 
18 Benjamin and Adelaide Baldwin, J r . 

House 
714 Graham 

19 Morris-Moore House 744 3rd NW 
20 Edwin and Mary Jenkins House 549 5th NW 
21 St. Paul's B a p t i s t Church 454 2nd NE 
22 Edgar and Annie Wright House 857 Lamar 
23 Jess and L u c i l l e A l f o r d House 600 Crockett C i r c l e 
24 W i l l i a m and E t t a Latimer House 707 Sherman 
25 Baty-Plummer House 708 Sherman 
26 Thomas & B e t t i e Brazelton House 801 W. Sherman 
27 Demolished 

Carlton-Gladden House 28 
Demolished 
Carlton-Gladden House 2120 Bonham 

29 Means-Justiss House 537 6th SE 
30 House a t 705 3rd SE 
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HISTORIC DISTRICTS: 

Church Street Historic D i s t r i c t 

Paris Conrnercial Historic D i s t r i c t 

Pine Bluff/Fitzhugh Historic D i s t r i c t 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE RESOURCE AREA DURING THE PERIODS IN WHICH IT ACHIEVED 
SIGNIFICANCE: 

1844-1864 

The Wright family from Tennessee s e t t l e d i n the v i c i n i t y of 
present-day Lamar County i n 1816, becoming one of the f i r s t Anglo 
families i n the region. George Washington Wright provided the formal 
nucleus of Paris when he designated 50 acres, out of his o r i g i n a l 1,000-
acre purchase, f o r the town s i t e . Like most towns west of the 
Mississippi, Paris was surveyed i n a g r i d pattern with Wright's store on 
the center square. The square b r i e f l y would provide the s e t t i n g for the 
new county courthouse and f o r the merchants who clustered around the 
center where most of the trade took place and most roads converged. 

A main thoroughfare was the Central National Road of the Republic 
of Texas. I t i s now Bonham St., west of downtown, and Pine Bluf f St. as 
i t continues east of the town's center. The two rights-of-way are 60 
feet wide, although the width of Pine B l u f f varies because of former 
streetcar sidings. Most of the secondary streets are 40 feet wide to 
allow f o r the minimum turning radius of horse-drawn vehicles. 

The town's location on the Central National Road and the ridgeline 
between the Red and Sulphur r i v e r s provided i t symbolic prominence, 
prevailing breezes, flood protection, good drainage, a minimum of swamp-
related diseases and few topographic disruptions i n the alignment of 
roads. 

Growth was slow u n t i l a f t e r the C i v i l War when the town grew to 
about 700 to 800 s e t t l e r s . L i t t l e evidence remains of the nature of the 
architecture before the C i v i l War. However, certain assumptions can be 
made based on h i s t o r i c precedents. The o r i g i n a l structures were by 
necessity hand-hewn and made of wood. Some were covered with siding. 
Most were vernacular structures, although a few probably showed Greek 
Revival d e t a i l i n g . Only early parts of the o r i g i n a l Johnston-McCuistion 
House (Site No. 2, Photo 2) remain from t h i s early period. 

1864-1884 

As the o r i g i n a l 50-acre g r i d f i l l e d , the need arose to expand the 
boundaries of the c i t y . The l o g i c a l points of expansion were along the 
major roads which t i e d Paris t o the adjacent r u r a l areas and points of 
trade beyond. Via North Main, Pine B l u f f , Lamar, C l a r k s v i l l e , South 
Main, Church and Bonham streets, Paris was connected to Indian 
T e r r i t o r y , the Red River and the Texas c i t i e s of Jefferson, Galveston, 
Dallas and Bonham. 
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A cruciform pattern of roads extended outwards from the commercial 
d i s t r i c t . Consequently important residences and neighborhoods formed to 
the south, east and west u n t i l new town l i m i t s were created. The 
cardinally-oriented street g r i d was retained. By the 1870s the 
pr i n c i p a l streets were Division which i s now 7th, NW and SW, High which 
i s now 8th NE and SE, Sherman/Washington and Booth/Cheery streets. 

During the 1864-1884 period, Paris grew to about 8,200 residents as 
a re s u l t of the booming cotton industry and the a r r i v a l of the 
railroads. By 1885 the town had spread up to and around the r a i l r o a d 
yards and depots. Trolley l i n e s connected the Central Square with areas 
along South Main, Kaufman and Pine B l u f f streets. The f i r s t major 
additions and subdivisions f o r r e s i d e n t i a l and commercial development 
were formed i n these years. 

The most prominent homes were b u i l t along South Main and Church 
streets, Bonham Street, Clarksville/Lamar Streets and Birmingham or 6th 
Street SE. Of these defined neighborhoods only the South Main and 
Church Street neighborhoods remain substantially i n t a c t today. 

After the C i v i l War three dominant a r c h i t e c t u r a l styles became 
popular. High Victor i a n I t a l i a n a t e , expressed as a s t y l e or merely an 
influence, was probably the most important of these and may be seen i n 
the Sam Bell Maxey House (NR 1971, Site No. 32, Photo 42) as a high 
style example, or i n the house at 705 3rd SE (Site No. 30, Photo 30) as 
a more vernacular expression. The Second Empire mode, taken from the 
Paris of Napoleon I I I , was expressed i n residences such as the Gibbons 
House (Site No. 16, Photo 16) and i n downtown commercial buildings long 
since destroyed. Gone, too, are the early Gothic Revival churches and 
residences seen on the 1885 bird's-eye-view map of Paris. 

In 1877 13 acres of wooden Gothic Revival and I t a l i a n a t e commercial 
buildings i n the central square were destroyed by a huge f i r e . After 
that f i r e , I t a l i a n a t e and Second Empire became the predominant styles. 
As a consequence of the c i t y ' s new f i r e code, a l l of the business 
d i s t r i c t was r e b u i l t i n bric k or stone. I n the 1885 Norris, Wellge and 
Company's bird's-eye-view almost a l l the plaza commercial buildings, 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l structures, prominent homes and about h a l f the churches 
show I t a l i a n a t e or Second Empire influence. The other churches and a 
few small structures appear t o have been Gothic Revival. 

1884-1904 

The a r r i v a l of the Texas and Pacific Railroad i n 1876 and the Gulf, 
Colorado and Santa Fe Railroad i n 1887 created town l i m i t s f o r Paris on 
i t s south, west and north sides. I n addition, new i n d u s t r i a l and 
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r e s i d e n t i a l s i t e s were established. The population increased t o about 
10,000 i n 1904 representing continued growth, but i t was at a slower 
rate than that of the previous 20 years. 

The cotton-based i n d u s t r i a l s i t e s were located i n the southeast 
corner of town, between the railroads. The wood-based container, t o o l 
and f u r n i t u r e industries grew on the north and west sides of town, close 
to the r a i l yards. Many of these businesses were established a f t e r the 
railroads arrived and the new jobs they created fueled a demand for 
housing near the area. 

To the south, near the Texas and Pacific depot location, additions 
sprang up with names l i k e Texas and Pacific, Neagle, Gibbons F i r s t and 
Locust H i l l . This group comprised about 80 acres. To the north around 
the Santa Fe spur. North Main and Fitzhugh streets the Pickard, 
Fitzhugh, Tudor, Williams, Clements-Fairview and Harrison additions grew 
up on more than 100 acres. This took place between 1884 and 1890. 

On the west side large additions were created. The t r a c t s closest 
to the r a i l r o a d developments were t i l l e d . Several around what was West 
and i s now 19th W. were only marginally successful speculative ventures. 
The Park Place, Marin, Fuller-Donhoney, Looke, Walker F i r s t , Talkinton-
Hodge, Harrison Ninth, Warren, S.J.Wright, Grand Avenue, Westside, 
College and Porter's F i r s t and Second additions, with about 150 acres 
combined, appeared between 1882 and 1891. 

Between the Philadelphia Centennial Exposition of 1876 and the 
Chicago Columbian Exposition of 1893 "adaptation" became the by-word i n 
architecture and an ec l e c t i c fusing of Medieval and Classical precedents 
became popular. This trend can be seen i n the Victori a n Queen 
Anne/Eastlake and Folk Victorian styles and i n buildings with Shingle 
and Richardsonian Romanesque influences. 

These styles came and went i n the 1884-1904 period. Richardsonian 
Romanesque was best exemplified i n Paris by the Federal D i s t r i c t 
courthouse of 1889, and Messer & Sanguinet's Lamar County Courthouse of 
1895, both of which were l o s t i n the great f i r e of 1916. Remaining as 
an example of the s t y l e i s the fi n e 1892 F i r s t Presbyterian Church (Site 
No. 4, Photo 4). 

Several other examples of popular styles survive i n varying 
conditions. One good example of Queen Anne/Eastlake i s at 802 Fitzhugh 
(Site No. 5, Photo 5). Another i s the Wise-Fielding residence and 
carriage house (Site No. 8, Photos 8a and 8b) at 418 Washington. 
Although d e t e r i o r a t i n g , t h i s 1889 house i s a rare, patterned masonry 
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Queen Anne home. The carriage house or barn i s probably the best 
remaining i l l u s t r a t i o n of the Stick Style i n Paris. 

1904-1924 

After the turn of the century/ Paris' growth rate declined slowly 
as Dallas continued t o eclipse i t as a regional center. Just before the 
Great Depression the population dropped t o 15,000 people. New 
subdivisions were created nevertheless i n the areas west, northwest, 
east, northeast and southeast of town. These were i n the Bonham, 
Cl a r k s v i l l e and Fitzhugh areas and south of Washington between 6th and 
17th streets SE. 

To the west and northwest, the Wright Place, Conner Place, Hayes, 
Sperry, Sperry 2nd, Sperry 3rd, Westview, Colonial Maxey, E.S. Conner, 
E l l i o t t , Scott-Braden, Wortham-Carlton and H.P. Meyers additions, with 
more than 200 acres, continued the west Paris push beyond old 1st Street 
which i s now 25th Street W. 

To the southeast, the Gibbons Park, Campbell, Gibbon-Braden, 
Maryville, Poland, Nancy Wright and South Park additions, with more than 
100 acres, were established between 1904 and 1917 completing the thrust 
to the T&P Railroad. 

To the east the Boyd-McGlasson, Randall, Mayers Homestead, Highland 
Park, East Side, Pine B l u f f Place, Townsend and Hicks F i r s t Additions, 
with about 50 acres, f i l l e d i n the Clarksville/Pine B l u f f areas. To the 
northeast the Margraves-Phillips-Estes, Washington Heights, Belmont and 
Belmont 2nd additions, with about 50 acres, appeared between 1916 and 
1924 f i l l i n g i n the Fitzhugh area. 

In 1914 the City of Paris, the Board of Trade and the Progressive 
Club sought professional advice from out-of-town to guide growth for the 
next 25 years. W.H. Dunn, a landscape architect from Kansas City, Mo., 
was commissioned t o assess conditions and produce a plan f o r future 
expansion that would work f o r a c i t y of 50,000 people. 

Dunn proposed sp e c i f i c improvements, such as making the central 
square a formal public plaza and moving the market a c t i v i t i e s to a 
square southeast of the commercial area. He also suggested creating a 
large municipal plaza d i s t r i c t east of the commercial area between Lamar 
and C l a r k s v i l l e streets. He proposed widening Main and Bonham-Lamar 
streets to 80 and 90 feet and widening a l l downtown streets. He wanted 
to construct a viaduct on Bonham Street over the r a i l r o a d tracks. Dunn 
also suggested making landscaped boulevards and forming Fitzhugh, 3rd 
Street SW/Graham, 7th Street SE/Pine Bl u f f and C l a r k s v i l l e t o i n t o a 
boulevard loop around the c i t y . He proposed creating public parks at 
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Wise Field-Market Square, Evergreen Cemetery, the old cemetery, Pride 
Springs Park, Warlick Park, Lafayette Park and at each r a i l depot. 

Dunn's v i s i o n was broad and influenced by the City Beautiful 
movement spawned by the 1893 Chicago Exposition and the works of 
Frederick Law Olmsted. Only two of Dunn's recommendations were put into 
e f f e c t : the creation of the central Plaza and relocated Market Square. 

On March 21, 1916 Paris experienced the great f i r e which wiped out 
the heart of the c i t y . The few buildings that survive include the 
Dulaney Building, the Gibralter Hotel, the Belford Apartments, the 
Cotton Exchange and the F i r s t National Bank. These are a l l i n Paris' 
Commercial H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t . 

Within f i v e years a f t e r the f i r e the e n t i r e commercial and 
municipal d i s t r i c t was r e b u i l t , as well as most of the r e s i d e n t i a l areas 
which had been destroyed. Architects and builders from Paris, Dallas, 
Fort Worth and the North Texas region participated i n the incredibly 
rapid rebuilding e f f o r t which showed the optimism of turn-of-the-century 
Paris was s t i l l strong. 

The national trend toward eclecticism i n architecture found f u l l 
expression i n the rebuilding of the town. Relatively few structures 
from t h i s period were designed by architects and the vast majority can 
be considered vernacular; but several s t y l i s t i c influences were at work. 
The impact of the Ecole des Beaux Arts movement found expression i n a 
series of monumental public buildings i n the Commercial H i s t o r i c 
D i s t r i c t , including the City H a l l , County Courthouse, Public Library, 
c i t y parks, the Lamar County Hospital (Site No. 10, Photo 10), several 
churches and commercial buildings and Paris High School (demolished). 

Effects of the Beaux Arts were ref l e c t e d i n residences as Classical 
and Colonial Revival features. Some l a t e r V i c t o r i a n houses, mostly i n 
the Queen Anne s t y l e , had already displayed modest Classical d e t a i l i n g 
which became more academic through the 1920s. The Johnson-McCuistion 
House (Site No. 2, Photo 2) was r e b u i l t i n 1907 to become a substantial 
Classical Revival house with overscaled q u a l i t i e s associated with other 
Edwardian mansions such as the Belo House (NR 1975) i n Dallas or the 
Wharton-Scott House (NR 1975) i n Fort Worth. I n contrast the 1920s 
Crook House at 854 Church Street i n the Church Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
represents a more subdued approach to the Colonial Revival. 

Structures with a Sullivanesque/Prairie School influence were more 
progressive i n t h e i r design. Some of the f i n e s t examples were found i n 
the Paris Commercial H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t before and a f t e r the f i r e . The 
F i r s t National Bank i n the Paris Commercial H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i s a good 
example of t h i s s t y l e . 
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I n r e s i d e n t i a l architecture the standard was to sim p l i f y d e t a i l s , 
as a reaction t o the excesses of Victorian ornamentation. The American 
Foursquare i s one manifestation of s i m p l i f i c a t i o n , represented by a 
number of structures i n the Pine B l u f f H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t . The one-story 
counterpart of American Foursquare, the Pyramid House, i s represented i n 
the Jenkins House (Site No. 20, Photo 20). These examples display more 
influence than substance i n t h e i r P r a i r i e School d e t a i l i n g . Similarly, 
P r a i r i e influences are seen i n bungalow houses such as the house at 354 
Washington (Site No. 12, Photo 12) and several of the stone bungalows 
l i k e the Means-Justiss House (Site No. 29, Photo 29) which i s a more 
substantial example. The 1921 Culbertson House at 528 South Main i n the 
Church Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i s an extraordinary s t y l i s t i c hybrid 
featuring both P r a i r i e School and Mediterranean V i l l a influences. 

Examples of other popular early 20th century a r c h i t e c t u r a l styles 
may be found i n Paris. For instance the Rectory of Holy Cross Episcopal 
Church i n the Church Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i s representative of the 
Jacobethan s t y l e . The Spanish Colonial Revival s t y l e , which was less 
common i n Paris than i n other Texas c i t i e s , has a good example i n the 
commercial bu i l d i n g at 123 S. Main i n the Commercial H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t . 

1924-1944 

After the great f i r e of 1916 and the subsequent rebuilding e f f o r t , 
Paris' population peaked and s t a b i l i z e d at around 25,000. I t has 
remained there ever since. The Lamar Terrace, Stellrose, Brookside and 
Rucker additions, t o t a l l i n g about 75 acres, were developed p r i m a r i l y 
between 1925-1930. They represent an eastward trend which continues 
today. 

The period from 1924 to 1944 was dominated by the Beaux Arts and 
Eclectic Revival styles. With the Plaza fountain and the Peristyle of 
the mid-1920s, arc h i t e c t J.L. Wees and his patron J.J. Culbertson capped 
the era with two excellent Beaux Art pieces. The 1931 Paris Ptiblic 
Library was the l a s t and most s i g n i f i c a n t public structure i n that 
s t y l e . 

The Art Modeme st y l e i s represented i n the gymnasium at 215 E. 
Houston and i n the car dealership at 265 1st Street SE. I n d u s t r i a l 
design of the l a t e 19th and early 20th centuries can by seen i n many 
Paris structures. Archetypes are the Rodgers-Wade Company complex which 
was b u i l t i n phases over the l a s t 128 years, the Paris M i l l i n g Company 
which has been added t o since the 1850s and the Gregory Vinegar Plant 
which was b u i l t i n phases since the early part of t h i s century. A l l of 
these are located near the Texas and Pacific depot and represent an 
outstanding c o l l e c t i o n of i n d u s t r i a l structures. The Gulf O i l Company 
complex at 1121 North Main, c. 1915, represents an example of the 
t r a n s i t i o n from load-bearing masonry/heavy timber construction to 
concrete. 
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I n terms of r e s i d e n t i a l growth the popularity of the Bungalow and 
eclectic styles continued i n t o the 1930s, but few examples stand out. 
Between 1924 and 1944 the widespread use of bric k veneer came in t o play 
and fewer large homes were constructed a f t e r the major p o s t - f i r e 
e f f o r t s . No structures less than 50 years old are included i n the 
present nomination. 

SURVEY METHODOLOGY 

In the f a l l of 1984 the City of Paris received a grant from the 
Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission fo r a h i s t o r i c s i t e s survey and National 
Register Multiple Resource Nomination. The Dallas a r c h i t e c t u r a l fi r m 
ArchiTexas was selected as primary consultant/surveyor. 

The consultants divided the c i t y i n t o f i v e areas of concentration 
with the plan to spend a week or more i n each area documenting each 
unique, s i g n i f i c a n t or contributing structure. 

H i s t o r i c a l data was gleaned from Sanborn Fire Insurance Company 
maps, c i t y records and various primary, secondary and oral sources. 
Information was then recorded on Texas H i s t o r i c Sites inventory forms 
supplied by the Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission. 

Area 1, called the Central Business D i s t r i c t , includes the o r i g i n a l 
George Wright grant of 50 acres. This i s the oldest and most densely 
occupied area of the c i t y . Since i t was anticipated that t h i s large area 
would be nominated as a His t o r i c D i s t r i c t i t was necessary t o photograph 
and document every structure w i t h i n i t t o determine boundaries. 

The Texas Central National Road ran east and west through the 
center of the town and along the topographical ridge. This ridge i s the 
div i d i n g l i n e between the north h a l f of Paris or Area 2 and the south 
half or Area 3. The consultants thought these areas might show 
simultaneous growth patterns and y i e l d a roughly equal number of 
s i g n i f i c a n t or contributing structures. 

Area 4 encompassed the more recent developments on the east side. 
Area 5 covered s i m i l a r new development on the west side. As anticipated 
these two areas yielded fewer h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t structures. 

A t o t a l of 869 s i t e s were surveyed. From t h i s data, 3 h i s t o r i c 
d i s t r i c t s and 29 si t e s have been included i n t h i s nomination. Selections 
were made because of t h e i r a r c h i t e c t u r a l and h i s t o r i c a l significance and 
retention of basic i n t e g r i t y . 
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s i t e forms Builder Architect 

see individual 
s i t e forms 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Paris multiple resource nomination consists of three h i s t o r i c 
d i s t r i c t s and 29 in d i v i d u a l structures which best represent the local 
stages of primary economic, commercial and h i s t o r i c a l development. 
These si t e s not only include commercial structures and residences, but 
re l i g i o u s , i n d u s t r i a l , c i v i c and transportation buildings as w e l l . Paris 
at the tu r n of the century was one of the state's wealthiest cotton 
centers. I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t i n a c i t y of i t s size, and with the 
stable economy the town has enjoyed over the years, so many of i t s 
downtown buildings s t i l l remain. Few have been demolished since the 
great f i r e of 1916 and the ensuing rebuilding e f f o r t of 1916-1920. 
Areas of significance which dis t i n g u i s h the multiple resource area 
beyond architecture include commerce, community planning, industry and 
transportation. 

HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT OF PARIS 

Paris, Texas, has preserved much of i t s h i s t o r i c character i n spite 
of f i r e s , tornadoes, the Depression and the urban movement of the l a s t 
three decades. 

I t s story r e a l l y begins with the Red River, one of the few 
navigable r i v e r s i n the state. The town i s located on a divide between 
the Red and Sulphur Rivers. I t s i t s at an elevation of 620 feet, which 
allows f o r good drainage and healthy breezes to repel disease-ridden 
mosquitoes, important considerations during the region's early 
settlement period. 

The town's location made the difference i n the type of place i t was 
to become. The r i v e r enabled people l i k e Travis Wright, whose brother 
George Washington Wright founded Paris, t o schedule steamers to land i n 
the f r o n t yard of his Kiomatia Plantation. For more than 40 years a f t e r 
i t s founding, Paris merchants shipped and received goods i n quantity via 
the Red River. The Republic of Texas Central National Road began at the 
Red River and passed through Paris on i t s route t o Dallas, enhanced the 
transportation status of the growing c i t y . 

The land around present day Paris had been s e t t l e d f o r several 
years when the town was founded. I n 1816, at age 7, George W. Wright 
came to the area with his family, led by father Claiborne. George grew 
to manhood i n the region and when he was 30 bought a 1,000-acre parcel 
of the Larkin Rattan headright survey. Wright, who served several Texas 
Congressional terms, offered 50 acres of his purchase t o establish a new 
county seat. The t r a c t became the town square and c i t y blocks numbered 
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1-25. Wright opened a store that sat on the northwest corner of the 
square. The i n i t i a l surveyor's marker i s about two blocks northwest of 
the Wright store s i t e . 

Paris existed as an anomaly of antebellum Southwestern c i t i e s . 
There are several reasons f o r t h i s . For one thi n g , i t never experienced 
f r o n t i e r i s o l a t i o n . By 1844 when i t was formally established and made 
the county seat, a l l of the adjoining t e r r i t o r y was being s e t t l e d and 
the Indians had been pushed westward. 

Unlike most Texas towns, Paris looked north rather than south and 
west, and the reason was trade and expansion. The Red River bordered the 
Republic of Texas and the United States. I t also formed the boundary 
between the Anglo colony i n Texas and the Choctaw and Chickasaw nations 
which were recognized as " c i v i l i z e d " t r i b e s by the United States. Many 
t r i b e members were well-educated and some were wealthy. Paris became a 
business and federal court center f o r the Indian T e r r i t o r y and trade 
flowed steadily across the r i v e r . 

Paris was the commercial and i n d u s t r i a l center of i t s region before 
the C i v i l War. I t attracted merchants l i k e Charles F. Thebo, Col. 
Robert M. Jones, Travis Wright, Isaiah Wells and Henry Hadden, who came 
from t h e i r e a r l i e r settlements across the r i v e r t o establish businesses. 
They helped the town d i v e r s i f y i t s economy. So did the craftsmen and 
tradespeople who soon s e t t l e d i n Paris. By 1860 the state business 
census showed Lamar County m i l l e r s , who turned out brand-name f l o u r and 
meal, and Paris f u r n i t u r e makers had helped make the county a high-wage, 
i n d u s t r i a l i z e d center. 

Among Texas c i t i e s , Paris was one of the very few which stood 
against secession i n 1861. I t was a dangerous position to take, but 
Lamar County's three delegates t o the state's Secession Convention -
W. H. Johnson, L.H. Williams and George Wright - were among the eight 
members who voted against the Ordinance of Secession. A l l three men 
owned slaves, too. In addition, when the state at large voted i n 
February on whether or not to secede, Lamar County was one of only 14 
counties that voted against. 

Yet throughout the C i v i l War, county residents were not ter r o r i z e d 
by anti-secessionists. The English Parr families of Lamar County even 
went so f a r as t o raise the Union Jack over t h e i r m i l l north of Paris. 
I t was an ind i c a t i o n they were neutral, but i n most Texas counties t h i s 
gesture would have meant death, or at least the destruction of one's 
property. 

After the war Paris was s e t t l e d by several English families. The 
presence of the Martins, Wises, Fitzhughes and Blythes created a cos­
mopolitan atmosphere i n the great inland cotton marketing center that 
Paris had become. 
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The importance of cotton t o the town cannot be overemphasized. I t 
brought wealth t o Paris, lending i t sophistication. I t s a f f l u e n t 
c itizens developed c u l t u r a l i n s t i n c t s and tastes which the community 
eventually adopted through the influence of these wealthy people. Their 
descendants remain and continue to play valuable social roles i n the 
community. 

Through the 19th Century Paris existed as a gilded branch of the 
Cotton Kingdom. I t was dominated by the ideas and i n s t i t u t i o n s of that 
kingdom, by the extravagance of i t s wealth. The surviving homes of the 
period display a concern with beauty rather than function. The 
res i d e n t i a l architecture expresses a pride i n achievement and a 
grandiosity that i s somewhat o f f s e t by the orderly, more subdued quality 
i n the town's other buildings and i t s streetscapes. 

Paris' cotton era spanned a 100-year period which ended i n the 
middle of t h i s century. Before the 1850s Lamar County had a number of 
small, horse-driven cotton gins, but the steam gin - and the town's 
proximity to the Red River - made Paris a cotton processing center. 
With the a r r i v a l of the Texas & Pacific Railway i n 1876, then the Gulf, 
Colorado and Santa Fe i n 1887, Paris quickly became the gathering and 
shipping point f o r a multi-county region. 

By the turn-of-the-century Parisians had learned two valuable facts 
about commodities. F i r s t , more money can be made by trading than by 
growing. Second, by-products harvest bigger p r o f i t s than crops. So, i n 
addition t o marketing cotton i n i t s v i r g i n form, Paris produced cotton 
seed o i l and other by-products of cotton. 

I t i s usually d i f f i c u l t to pinpoint one date or event that marks 
the precise beginning or end of an era i n any community. But the 
a r r i v a l of St. Louis a r c h i t e c t J.L. Wees i n 1909 i n Paris was an 
auspicious occasion f o r the town. Real estate investor and wholesale 
merchant Rufus Scott and his wife Margaret brought Wees to Paris to 
design t h e i r home on S. Church Street (N.R. 1984). I t included a three-
story atrium and elaborate steam-heated and water-cooled v e n t i l a t i n g 
systems. Wees apparently f e l l i n love with the town, because he moved 
there permanently a f t e r the 1916 f i r e . Over the years Wees' designs 
established the standard f o r Paris architecture and public spaces. 

Wees received several commissions from another noteworthy Parisian, 
J.J. Culbertson, who was a pioneer of c o t t o n - o i l m i l l i n g i n the South. 
He owned the Southland O i l Plant i n Paris and 34 other m i l l s . He also 
invested i n ventures i n Oklahoma, where he donated land f o r that state's 
ca p i t o l b u i l d i n g . 

While Culbertson was wealthy enough t o indulge personal tastes -
his 1921 home (designed by Tulsa architect A. Knapp) i n the Church 
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Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t has a swimming pool i n the basement - he was 
also civic-minded and gave Paris several landmarks. He commissioned 
Wees to design the Grecian Peristyle p a v i l i o n that i s the Bywaters Park 
centerpiece. (The land f o r the park was donated a f t e r the f i r e by the 
J.K. Bywaters family.) The Paris Municipal Band, which was formed i n 
1923 and i s the oldest municipal band i n Texas, s t i l l plays i t s summer 
concerts from the park p e r i s t y l e . I n 1931 Culbertson donated the Wees-
designed Paris Public Library t o the c i t y . Four years e a r l i e r he had 
commissioned Wees to design the elaborate Culbertson Fountain i n the 
Plaza which helped earn the central square the designation as "P r e t t i e s t 
i n Texas". 

The Plaza remained the center of Paris commercial l i f e and i t s 
h i s t o r i c heart f o r years, even though the courthouse was moved there 
from the square i n 1873. I n cotton days the plaza was jammed with 
wagons, bales and traders. I t formed an open-air curb market before the 
Paris Cotton Exchange began operation. I n l a t e r years, a l l streetcar 
lines were routed through the square. 

In 1884, by some odd turn of events, Lamar County commissioners 
t r i e d to s e l l the square. They were threatened with legal action, 
however. Property owners wanted no part of the sale as they believed a 
change i n the d i s t r i c t would hurt t h e i r i nterests. The town retained 
i t s heart. 

The f i r e of 1916 brought a devastating change t o the square, and 
the whole town. The f i r e started at the southwestern edge of Paris, 
raged around the square then blew east down Pine B l u f f Road where i t 
wiped out a section of f i n e homes. I t destroyed dozens of important 
ar c h i t e c t u r a l landmarks including churches, major o f f i c e and commercial 
buildings, two banks and the county courthouse. 

I r o n i c a l l y the f i r e performed an important service - i t caused the 
town t o be r e b u i l t and modernized. The rapid rebuilding e f f o r t a f t e r 
the f i r e was followed by post World War I prosperity that lasted through 
the 1920s. Vacant spaces between downtown buildings were f i l l e d i n , and 
landmarks such as the F i r s t Methodist Church (N.R. 1983), the Post 
Office and the Culbertson Fountain were b u i l t . By the middle of the 
decade many new commercial buildings had been constructed. They were 
b u i l t with b r i c k f i r e w a l l s and other features r e f l e c t i n g the l a t e s t 
safety precautions of the time. Old r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhoods were 
r e b u i l t and new neighborhoods, with houses designed i n Bungalow and 
Pra i r i e School styles, pushed t o the c i t y l i m i t s . The c i t y achieved an 
unusually cohesive appearance as a r e s u l t of the t o t a l rebuilding 
program. 

Paris, l i k e other c i t i e s , was h i t hard by the Great Depression. 
The new c i t y l i b r a r y , financed by Culbertson and designed by Wees, 
reflected the lo c a l sponsorship of public-works projects. However, 
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l i t t l e construction took place i n the 1930s. In general the town 
received only nominal consideration from the federal government fo r 
public works projects during t h i s period. 

What was accomplished was the laying of new water and sewer lines 
and the curbing and paving of streets with Works Progress Administration 
labor. A state park was planned. I t was to be b u i l t on c i t y property 
at Lake Crook by the C i v i l i a n Conservation Corps: however, only picnic 
f a c i l i t i e s and road improvements were completed. Just before the U.S. 
entered World War I I the Paris Junior College b u i l d i n g , designed by 
Paris native W.H. Lightfoot, and the nearby stadium were completed i n 
1940. 

The Depression continued i n t o the new decade. In 1941, to 
stimulate the economy, a group of local merchants set out to secure an 
Army camp for Paris. With the help of the state's U.S. Senators and the 
enthusiasm of regional Army o f f i c i a l s i n San Antonio, the delegation 
secured a commitment from Washington to b u i l d an i n f a n t r y t r a i n i n g camp 
on farmland and forested creek valleys north of town. 

Camp Maxey, which was established i n 1942, did much to l i f t the 
town out of the Depression. The early i n f l u x of "Yankees" and 
outlanders reversed the introverted trend t y p i c a l of most small Texas 
towns. Every l i v i n g space i n Paris buildings was o u t f i t t e d t o 
accommodate the overflow of soldiers' families and v i s i t o r s . Even the 
German soldiers i n the camp's prisoner of war compound broadened the 
town's outlook through contact with l o c a l residents and l o c a l farmers 
for whom they labored. 

Although Paris' population has never exceeded 25,000 people, i t has 
enjoyed a comfortable economy f o r most of i t s h i s t o r y . Because of i t s 
post-war i n d u s t r i a l base, i t quickly embraced the shopping center trends 
of the 1950s, commercialization of former r e s i d e n t i a l streets i n the 
1960s and prefabricated building materials i n the 1970s. The disad­
vantage i n t h i s i s that the town has experienced a steady and sometimes 
tr a g i c loss of i t s h i s t o r i c f a b r i c and c u l t u r a l s t a b i l i t y . 

PRESERVATION ACTIVITIES 

Although there has been l i t t l e new construction i n the Paris 
Commercial H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , a number of structures have had t h e i r 
storefronts altered. In some cases e n t i r e s treet facades have been 
slipcovered completely by bland or inappropriate false facades. 

However, the active p a r t i c i p a t i o n of Paris i n the National Trust 
for H i s t o r i c Preservation/Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission Main Street 
Program has done much to educate property owners about the merits of 
restoration. The tendency has been to consider many important pre-World 
War I I structures, especially those b u i l t a f t e r the f i r e , as middle-aged 
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rather than h i s t o r i c . But several buildings have been substantially 
upgraded i n recent years, and others are expected t o be restored. 

Residential neighborhoods have been vulnerable t o demolition or 
al t e r a t i o n as w e l l . While few intrusions are found i n the Church Street 
and Pine B l u f f H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t s , other areas have suffered more as 
developmental pressures have increased, p a r t i c u l a r l y along the highways 
i n town. H i s t o r i c structures have been demolished, such as a fine Greek 
Revival cottage recently destroyed t o allow f o r apartment construction. 

Misguided modernization has eliminated several structures from 
consideration f o r National Register l i s t i n g at t h i s time. The 
replacement of l a t e r Victorian or Bungalow porch supports has been the 
most common problem. Other structures are simply d e t e r i o r a t i n g through 
neglect. 

Only recently have lo c a l c i t i z e n s become interested i n preserving 
pre-World War I I buildings as well as mature shade trees and 
landscaping. The a c t i v i t i e s of the Lamar County H i s t o r i c a l Commission, 
the State of Texas i n acquiring and restoring the Sam Bell Maxey House, 
the Main Street Program and a growing i n t e r e s t i n l o c a l h i s t o r y have a l l 
been posit i v e influences. 

The Multiple Resource Nomination of Paris properties t o the 
National Register of H i s t o r i c Places has i d e n t i f i e d the best s i t e s 
surviving from the Paris of 50 or more years ago. National recognition 
of these s i t e s w i l l help local c i t i z e n s r e a l i z e the importance of 
remaining h i s t o r i c structures. Local preservation e f f o r t s w i l l benefit 
from the h i s t o r i c a l survey and nomination through coordinated c i t y 
planning and increased a b i l i t y to control development. 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

ARCHITECTURE AND ARCHITECTS 

W.G. Barry apparently was the f i r s t a r c h i t e c t of note i n the town. 
He established his practice i n the 1880s and reportedly produced a 
monograph of his work, which unfortunately has been l o s t . Some 
information on other Paris architects of the past century may be found 
i n c i t y d i r e c t o r i e s . The 1891/92 Directory, f o r instance, l i s t s Stephen 
Squires, most of whose l i s t e d structures are l o s t , and William R. 
Eubank, builder of the F i r s t Presbyterian Church (Site 4, Photo 4). 

The 1919 Directory indicates there was a great demand f o r 
architects at that time. Barry & Smith, Curtis & McCrackin, J . I . Geiger 
and W.H. Lightfoot are a l l l i s t e d . I n the 1921 Directory Curtis & 
Lightfoot had formed a partnership and J.L. Wees was l i s t e d . The 1936 
Directory, published at the depth of the Depression, l i s t s only 
Lightfoot and Wees. 
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Out-of-town architects contributed to the face of Paris. They 
included Van Slyke & Woodruff of Fort Worth ( F i r s t Methodist Church, 
N.R. 1983), Messer & Sanguinet, also of Fort Worth (1895 Lamar County 
Courthouse; 1917 Lamar County Courthouse, PCHD), A. Knapp of Tulsa, 
Oklahoma (Culbertson House, CSHD) and G r i f f i t h & Barglebaugh ( F i r s t 
National Bank, PCHD). The nationally prominent New York f i r m McKim, 
Mead and White reportedly designed a house for the Crook family i n 
Paris. That residence was destroyed i n the 1916 f i r e . 

Architect Shirley Simons of Lufkin and Tyler desined the Alford 
House (Site 23) and the Lightfoot House (CSHD) i n academic Colonial 
Revival s t y l e . Nothing i s known about L.B. Volk, ar c h i t e c t of the F i r s t 
Presbyterian Church (Site No. 4, Photo 4). 

The town's greatest architect was probably Wees who was practicing 
i n St. Louis at the time Mrs. Rufus Scott engaged him t o design her 
extraordinary home on Church Street (Scott-Roden Mansion, N.R. 1983; 
CSHD). Wees returned to St. Louis a f t e r i t s completion, but came back 
to Paris a f t e r the 1916 f i r e . I n subsequent decades he designed such 
local landmarks as the Gothic Revival Scott Building (PCHD), the 
Culbertson Fountain i n the central square (PCHD), the Classical Revival 
Peristyle (PCHD) i n Bywaters Park and the adjacent Paris Public Library 
(PCHD). 

ARCHITECTURAL STYLES 

A wide v a r i e t y of a r c h i t e c t u r a l styles popular i n the l a s t 120 
years exists i n Paris. The c i t y i s distinguished by several exceptional 
High Victorian residences, noteworthy turn-of-the-century structures, an 
array of commercial, r e l i g i o u s and government buildings and other 
residences dating from the 1920s. 

While Paris boasts f i n e , high-style architectures, t y p i c a l l y i t s 
buildings r e f l e c t e d popular styles and were b u i l t by master carpenters, 
builders and developers. 

No known structures survive i n t a c t from the town's f i r s t two 
decades, or before 1865. The c i t y does, however, have one of the 
state's most substantial and s i g n i f i c a n t residences which dates from 
Reconstruction. This i s the 1867 Samuel Bell Maxey State H i s t o r i c 
Structure (N.R. 1971; CSHD), a good example of the High Victorian 
I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e . I t was the home of one of the c i t y ' s most 
distinguished families. 

Other s i g n i f i c a n t Italianate-influenced residences include the home 
of Maxey's law partner. The 1876 Lightfoot House (CSHD) with i t s 
Eastlake two-tiered veranda (possibly an early addition) i s adjacent to 
Maxey's home. Other noteworthy examples of t h i s influence are the J.M. 
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and Emily Daniel House, known as Kaufman Terrace (Site No. 8, Photo 8), 
which i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s segmental arched bargeboard and Second 
Empire s t y l i n g , and the circa 1876 house at 705 3rd Street SE (Site No. 
30, Photo 30). This i s a rare, surviving I t a l i a n a t e cottage. Also 
noteworthy i s the symmetrical Gibbons House (Site No. 16, Photo 16), one 
of r e l a t i v e l y few Second Empire houses i n Texas. 

Later Victo r i a n a r c h i t e c t u r a l styles are well-represented i n Paris. 
These expensive and elaborate structures were made possible through the 
prosperity of the post-Reconstruction era, the a v a i l a b i l i t y of materials 
with the advent of the r a i l r o a d , the p r o l i f e r a t i o n of a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
pattern books and a growing sophistication on the part of the people of 
Paris. The cotton traders i n p a r t i c u l a r developed tastes f o r European 
and Eastern U.S. culture and symbols. 

A noteworthy structure with Eastlake a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l i n g i s the 
Wise-Fielding House and carriage house (Site No. 8, Photo 8), b u i l t by a 
family with strong B r i t i s h connections. There i s a d i s t i n c t Aesthetic 
Movement influence i n the buil d i n g whose bric k masonry construction i s 
unusual. I t s frame carriage house i s one of the most elegant of i t s 
type i n North Texas. 

More t y p i c a l of large pattern-book houses of the period are the c. 
1884 Baldwin House (Site No. 18, Photo 18), the 1890 Bailey House (Site 
No. 9, Photo 9), the Capt. M i t c h e l l Ragland House (Site No. 14, Photo 
14) and the 1903 Atkinson-Morris House (Site No. 5, Photo 5). More 
modest one-story examples include the c. 1900 Baty-Plummer House (Site 
No. 25, Photo 25), the adjacent 1892 Brazelton House (Site No. 26, Photo 
26), the c. 1885 Preston House (Site No. 7, Photo 7) and several houses 
i n the Church Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t . 

There are some examples of the Richardsonian Romanesque s t y l e 
surviving i n Paris. The best i s the F i r s t Presbyterian Church (Site No. 
4, Photo 4), recognized i n "Texas Public Buildings of the 19th Century". 
The 1916 Lamar County Courthouse (PCHD) has important Romanesque 
elements, especially i n the entryway where elements were salvaged from 
the 1895 courthouse. The 1914 Santa Fe/Frisco Depot (Site No. 6, Photo 
6), while not a pure example of Richardsonian Romanesque, nonetheless 
features broad, round arches, a remarkable campanile-like tower and 
other noteworthy d e t a i l i n g . The 1916 St. Paul Baptist Church (Site No. 
21, Photo 21) i s a l a t e , vernacular example of the s t y l e constructed as 
a frame, rather than masonry structure. 

The 1885 bird's eye view map of Paris indicates the presence of 
Gothic Revival churches and residences, but none of those structures 
remain. The most noteworthy buildings i n that s t y l e date a f t e r the 1916 
f i r e . The extraordinary 1917 Scott Building (PCHD), designed by J.L. 
Wees, i s an exceptional example of a Gothic Revival commercial building 
i n a town of 20,000 people. I t r e f l e c t s a small-scale response to the 
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Skyscraper Gothic found i n larger c i t i e s i n Texas and other states. 
Churches account f o r the remaining example of Late Gothic Revival. Holy 
Cross Episcopal Church (CSHD) i s a good example. I t i s constructed of 
fieldstone (or sandstone boulders) and features an adjacent Rectory i n 
the Jacobethan s t y l e . A more t y p i c a l example of a Texas Protestant 
Revival e c c l e s i a s t i c a l b u i l d i n g i s the Central Presbyterian Church 
(CSHD). 

That Paris would have s i g n i f i c a n t structures demonstrating S u l l i ­
vanesque/Prairie School influence i s not surprising, considering i t s 
strong c u l t u r a l and commercial t i e s with the Midwest. This i s p a r t i ­
c u l a r l y evident i n Paris Commercial H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t structures such 
as the Gibralter Hotel (1914), the Belford Apartments, the F i r s t 
National Bank, the Cotton Exchange Building and, on a smaller scale, the 
commercial building at 1st St. NE and Bonham Street which houses 
Melodie's Fabric Shop. 

Pr a i r i e School, Bungalow and American Foursquare residences were 
b u i l t i n numbers i n Paris. Often elements of several styles were 
combined i n the same building. 

Fine bungalows as well as ind i v i d u a l houses, such as the High House 
(Site No. 12, Photo 12) abound i n the Church Street and Pine 
Bluff/Fitzhugh H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t s . The Latimer House (Site No. 24, 
Photo 24), which was b u i l t i n the 1890s i n the Queen Anne Style, was 
"modernized" a f t e r the 1916 f i r e with Bungalow wrap-around porch. 
American Foursquare i s represented well on Pine B l u f f at 605, 630, 830 
and 955 for example and at 529 and 410 Fitzhugh ( a l l PBHD). The house 
at 529 Fitzhugh boasts massing and fenestration which lends i t the 
Foursquare association, but i t s d e t a i l i n g and brickwork i s also 
reminiscent of the Classical Revival influence. 

A popular v a r i a t i o n of the American Foursquare i n Texas i s the 
Pyramid House. This i s basically a one-story version of a Foursquare 
house with a prominent pyramidal roof added. The Jenkins House (Site No. 
20, Photo 20) i s a good example, and others may be found i n the Church 
Street and Pine B l u f f H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t s . 

Paris i s also noteworthy f o r i t s v a r i e t y of residences with 
Colonial and Classical Revival influences. Some were o r i g i n a l l y 
constructed i n these styles and others were remodeled using them. The 
Johnson-McCuistion House (Site No. 2, Photo 2) i s a good example of the 
l a t e r . Perhaps the oldest house i n the c i t y , dating from 1858, i t was 
remodeled and enlarged i n 1907 with monumental Classical Revival 
features. V i c t o r i a n houses modified with Classical/Colonial Revival and 
even Bungalow d e t a i l i n g include the Preston House (Site 7, Photo 7) and 
the Trigg House (Site No. 17, Photo 17). Substantial but generally 
conventional residences b u i l t i n the st y l e are also found i n the Church 
Street and Pine B l u f f H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t s . 
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A d i s t i n c t i v e manifestation of Colonial Revival s t y l e , with a 
romantic i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , i s the 1936 Jess Alford House by Tyler 
architect Shirley Simons (Site 23, Photo 23). I t was the most 
substantial house b u i l t i n Paris during the Great Depression. 

Four clapboard Colonial Revival houses should be noted because of 
t h e i r massing which i s most often associated with the Shingle Style. 
These are McCormic-Bishop House (Site No. 1, Photo 1), the Morris-Moore 
House (Site No. 19, Photo 19) and the Wright House (Site No. 22, Photo 
22) . 

The loosely-adapted, vernacular residences with c l a s s i c a l d e t a i l s 
are an i n t e r e s t i n g contrast to the more urbane Beaux Arts/Classical 
Revival public buildings found i n Paris. The quantity and q u a l i t y of 
these structures i s exceptional f o r a town of Paris' size, and f o r i t s 
location. 

Notable churches include the monumental 1919 F i r s t Methodist Church 
(N.R. 1984) by Fort Worth architects Van Slyke & Woodruff and the 1917 
F i r s t Church Christ S c i e n t i s t (Site No. 3, Photo 3), which i s an 
unusually well-detailed temple-like structure. The altered 1917 F i r s t 
Baptist Church i s more t y p i c a l of the Classical Revival churches found 
i n smaller c i t i e s of the early part of the century. 

The major c i v i c structures are the Paris City Hall and Fire 
Station, the United States Post Office and Courthouse, the Lamar County 
Courthouse, the Paris Public Library and the Culbertson Fountain ( a l l 
PCHD). A l l are handsome, well-detailed, c l a s s i c a l l y - i n s p i r e d structures 
which r e f l e c t Paris' determination to rebuild a f t e r the f i r e . With i t s 
great symbolic as well as a r c h i t e c t u r a l value, the Peristyle (PCHD) i n 
Bywaters Park would be considered an asset i n any c i t y of any size. 

The Liberty National Bank (PCHD) i s a good, large-scale example of 
the Classical Revival s t y l e popular i n c i v i c buildings. The present 
Texas State Optical Building (PCHD) i s an important, i f altered small-
scale manifestation. Unfortunately the f i n e High School, with i t s Ionic 
Portico i n a n t i s , which complemented the Classical Revival architecture 
of the c i v i c buildings, was recently destroyed. 

COMMUNITY PLANNING 

The o r i g i n a l g r i d plan of Paris dates from George Wright's 
designation of 50 acres f o r the o r i g i n a l town s i t e . I t was followed to 
varying degrees i n most l a t e r additions. I t i s f a i r l y t y p i c a l of most 
comparably-sized Texas c i t i e s . However, the Paris Commercial Hist o r i c 
D i s t r i c t public spaces evolved i n an atypical fashion when the Lamar 
County Courthouse was moved o f f the central square i n 1877. Of arguably 
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greater note were the 20th century changes t o the central business d i s ­
t r i c t . These were recommended i n part by Kansas City, Missouri, 
landscape arc h i t e c t W.H. Dunn. I n 1914 he suggested the public market be 
moved from the square. I t was moved, a f t e r the 1916 f i r e . 

Bywaters Park was i n a complementary position southeast of the 
square and the square i t s e l f was developed as a public plaza. I t was 
accented by the Culbertson Fountain. This realignment of public spaces 
i n the Paris Commercial H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t was an exceptional undertaking 
with few p a r a l l e l s i n other Texas c i t i e s . I t i s an important example of 
the City Beautiful Movement of the tur n of the century• 

INDUSTRY 

The i n t e n s i t y of early a c t i v i t y along two of the major r a i l lines 
r e f l e c t s Paris' general prosperity and period of commercial expansion. 
During the l a t e 19th and early 20th centuries, large i n d u s t r i a l and 
manufacturing complexes were established including the Rodgers-Wade 
Furniture Company (Site 11, Photo 11), the Paris M i l l i n g Company and the 
Gregory Vinegar Plant (Site No. 15, Photo 15). These industries greatly 
contributed to the economic strength of the c i t y and region. 

COMMERCE 

Since i t s beginning Paris has served as the economic and 
governmental center of Lamar County and parts of northeast Texas. The 
Red River offered a means of commerce that allowed Paris to prosper. 
The r i v e r bordered the Republic of Texas and the United States and i t 
formed the boundary between the Anglo Colony i n Texas and the Choctaw 
and Chickasaw Nations with which Paris traded. 

But the most profound commercial influence on the town came from 
the cotton industry. P r a c t i c a l l y every aspect of cotton was realized i n 
Paris, from cotton grading, brokering and processing to shopping. The 
steam gin played a c r u c i a l role i n making the town a processing center 
for more than 100 years. 

Structures d i r e c t l y associated with the cotton industry survive i n 
commercial buildings such as the Cotton Exchange (PCHD) and the homes of 
cotton merchants, such as the Wise-Fielding House (Site No. 9, Photo 9). 
Numerous other structures s i g n i f i c a n t i n the commercial l i f e of the 
c i t y , county and region can be found i n the Commercial H i s t o r i c 
D i s t r i c t . 
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TRANSPORTATION 

U n t i l the a r r i v a l of the Texas and Pacific Railway i n 1876 and then 
the Gulf, Colorado and Santa Fe i n 1887, Paris r e l i e d on the navigation 
of the Red River, as well as the Central National and Jefferson roads 
for i t s transportation needs. With the a r r i v a l of the railroads Paris 
became the gathering and shipping point f o r the region. The railroads 
also allowed i t t o connect with northern c i t i e s such as St. Louis and 
Kansas City whose influence sparked growth and development i n many 
areas, including architecture. The Santa Fe/Frisco Depot (Site No. 6, 
Photo 6) i s the major, but c e r t a i n l y not the only, monument t o the 
history of transportation i n Paris. 
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Site No. 1 

NAME McCormic-Bishop Ifouse 
ADDRESS 603 8th St. SE 

DESCRIPTION 10025 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER Harrison 
OWNER Mary E. Stavrou, Apt. 6-H 

230 Riverside Dr., New York City, NY 

COUNTY Lamar 
CITY Paris 
UTM 14/268740/3726740 
DATE 

BLOCK 
"LOT 

133c 
1 

1905 PERIOD 1900-
STYLE Colonial/Classical Revival in-Fluence 
THEME 

l^-stnT-y rf^sidp-nce; entrance f r o n t with L-shaped wraparound porch supported by simple 
Doris columns; ir r e g u l a r fenestration w i t h 1/1 windows; second-floor t:riple window 
with arched stained-glass transcm; trwo l a t e r a l gables on sides of roof w i t h recessed 
arched windows. 

roof 
s i t e ; 

ccrposition 

o r i g i n a l X or moved date 
Building material: wall wood siding 
Physical condition good 
Alterations Early extension a t rear 

SIGNIFICANCE Remarkable early 20th-century residence designed w i t h Shingle Style 
massing but executed i n clapboard; t r i p l e window wi t h stained-glass tiranscm, side 
gables and entrance gablet especially noteworthy i n Paris context; b u i l t t o r a Mr. 
McCormic i n 1905 and sold t o Dr. T.V. Bishop and his wife N e l l , former l y residents 
of Cedar H i l l i n Dallas County; now owned by tJie Bishops' granddaughter Mary St:avrou 
of New York City. 

Area of significance Architectiire Level of significance locaT 
DESIGNATION: NR NHL RTHL HABS HAER HESI HSI OTHER 
ORIGINAL USE residence PRESENT USE residence 

less t±ian one 

RELATIONSHIP TO SURROUNDINGS older r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood; mature vegetation 

ACREAGE/BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION_ 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
RECORDED BY Peter Flagg Maxson 
DATE June 1986 

INFORMANT 
PHOTO DATA 

Mary E. Stavrou 

CONTINUATIONS: 

* a l l sites zoned 14 
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Si t e No. 

NAME Johnson-McCuistion House 
ADDRESS 730 C l a r k s v i l l e 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER 
OWNER 

unknown 
Fry-Gibbs Funeral Home 

(same address) 75460 

COUNTY 
CITY 
UTM 

Lamar 
Paris 

BL0CK_ 
"LOT 

108 
8 

268540/3726700 
DATE 1858,1907.1950.1968 PERIOD 1800-1900,1900-
STYLEClassical Revival 
THEME 

DESCRIPTION Two-story frame structure; pyramidial roof with dormer i n main block; 
giant-order portico supported by paired f l u t e d Corinthian columns; one-story porch 
below; three-bay ent r a n c e - t r i p a r t i t e windows and door below, single windows and 
t r i p a r t i t e doorway above; T-shaped one-story wings at each side 

Building material: wall wood siding 
Physical condition good 

roof 
site: 

composition 
original X or moved date 

Alterations above. T-shaped wings added 1950/1968 are noncontributing 
SIGNIFICANCE Nucleus of present structure b u i l t i n 1858 by Dr. and Mrs. Alfred 
S. Johnson; i n 1907, cotton merchant T.A. Johnson, grandson of f i r s t owners, remodeled 
house to i t s present form; as grandest surviving Classical Revival residence i n Paris. 
Johnson House t y p i f i e s overscaled. Edwardian residence; acquired by Dr. and Mrs. L.f. 
McCuistion af t e r t h e i r home burned i n 1916 f i r e ; T-shaped wings added by funeral home 
are low i n scale and do not affect i n t e g r i t y of Johnson House. 

Area of significance architecture Level of significance local 
DESIGNATION: NR NHL RTHL HABS HAER HESI HSI OTHER 
ORIGINAL USE residence PRESENT USE funeral home 
RELATIONSHIP TO SURROUNDINGS_ 
largely commercial area 

Prominently sited on large l o t on major thoroughfare i n 

approx. one ACREAGE/BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION_  
BIBLIOGRAPHY Paris Historical Tour Guide 
RECORDED BY Peter Flagg Maxson 
DATE June 1986 

INFORMANT_ 
PHOTO DATA 

CONTINUATIONS: 
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Site No. 3 

NAME 
ADDRESS 

First Church of Christ, Scientist 
339 W. Kaufman 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER unknown 
OWNER Ensign Christian Center 

COUNTY_ 
CITY 
UTM 
DATE 
STYLE_ 
THEME 

Lamar 
Paris 
269660/3727140 

BL0CK_ 
"LOT 

118 

1917 
Classical Revival 

PERIOD 1900-

(same address) 75460 
DESCRIPTION Raised one-story brick structure; broad steps lead to portico supported 
by Ionic columns; double French doors with transoms lead tjo sanctuary; heavy 
entablature; tiiree t a l l arched windows at sides. 

Building material: v a i l 
Physical condition gocfa" 
Alterations 

SIGNIFICANCE 

brick roof 
site; 

ccnposition 
original X or moved date 

none known 
Cue ot the earlier Christian Science cnurcnes in 'i'exas; one ot t±ie rirst 

Beaux Arts buildings constructed in Paris after the fire, it is an unusually well-
detailed small church. It ccnpares favorably with Tenple Freda (NR 1984) in Bryan, 
Brazos County, Texas. •_ 

Area of significance architecture Level of significance 
DESIGNATION: NR NHL RTHL HABS HAER HESI HSI OTHER 

church 

local 

ORIGINAL USE_ 
RELATIONSHIP TO SURROUNDINGS 

PRESENT USE none, vacant 
older residential area near Paris Commercial Historic 

Dist r i c t 
ACREAGE/BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION less than one acre 
BIBLIOGRAPHY (cornerstone); W.F. Webb, Handbook of Texas, I  
RECORDED BY Peter Flagg Maxson~ 
DATE 

INFORMANT 
Jime 1986 PHOTO DATA 

CONTINUATIONS: 
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Si t e No. 4 

NAME Fi r s t Presbyterian Church 
ADDRESS 410 W. Kaufman 

COUNTY 
CITY 
UTM 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER L.B. Volk&Son/W.R. EubankfiATE 
OWNER First Presbyterian Church STYLE 
(same address) 75460 THEME 

Lamar 
Paris 
269600/3727200 

BLOCK 
"LOT 

124 
TT" 

1892 PERIOD 1800-1899 
Richardsonian Romanesque 

DESCRIPTION Cruciform i n plan, church features ashlar base beltcourse and l e n t i l s , 
l a t e r a l gables with round-headed Belgiam stained-glass windows; dominant four-story 
tower with round-head vents surmounted by bracketed cornice element; gabled, round-
headed entry porch; small cupola above transcept: i n t e r i o r features vaulted reil-ing, 
commemorative plaques, o r i g i n a l pews, conmiunion table, p u l p i t , early organ. 

Building material: wall brick 
Physical condition good 

roof composition 
site: original X or moved date 

Alterations plexiglass over windows i n 1960 addition to north;south belvedere removed 
SIGNIFICANCE Founded as Old School Presbyterian Church by Rev. John Anderson i n 1861, 
the congregation commissioned the present structure i n 1892; premier example l o c a l l y of 
Richardsonian Romanesque building; i s oldest remaining church structure i n Paris; 
Capt. J.M. Daniels i s said to have been instrumental i n design of church. 
(See Site 13) . 

Area of significance architecture Level of significance 
DESIGNATION: NR NHL RTHL HABS HAER HESI HSI OTHER 

church 

local 

PRESENT USE church ORIGINAL USE_ 
RELATIONSHIP TO SURROUNDINGS Prominently sited i n older, largely r e s i d e n t i a l neighbor­
hood 
ACREAGE/BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION approx. 2.6 acres 
BIBLIOGRAPHY Texas Public Buildings of the 19th Century by Willard Robinson (1974);church 
RECORDED BY Peter Flagg Maxson INFORMANT cornerstone 
DATE June 1986 PHOTO DATA 4 

CONTINUATIONS: 
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Si t e No. 5 

NAME Atkinson-Morris House COUNTY Lamar BLOCK Â 
ADDRESS 802 Fitzhugh CITY Paris LOT 9,10.11 

, UTM 26,8880/3727120 
ARCHITECT/BUILDER unknown DATE 1890 PERIOD i 8 U U - l ^ ^ 
OWNER Jim B. Sharp STYLE Queen Anne/Eastlake 

(same address) 75460 THEME 

I 

DESCRIPTION 2^-story residence; pyramidal roof broken by chimnies, l a t e r a l gables,  
conical tower: asymmetrical entrance front faces west; wraparound porch with Foric 
columns: irregular fenestration; unusual bracketed west gable with f i n i a l s ; round 
tower at SW corner clad i n staggered-butt shingles on second f l o o r ; o r i g i n a l parquet 
fl o o r s , woodwork, shutters and l i g h t f i x t u r e s remain 

Building material: wall wood siding; roof wood shingles 
Physical condition good ^^'^"S^^^site: original X or moved date 
Alterations porch over front foor replaced; plate-glass inserted i n tower windows 

SIGNIFICANCE Constructed ca. 1891 for shoe manufacturer/capitalist J.D. Atkinson; 
sold i n 1910~to dentist Eugene Felder Morris, the house was saved with some e f f o r t 
from 1916 f i r e ; design of Morris House i s reminiscent of Eastlake/Queen Anne pattern-
back houses of Geo. Barber; one of the most substantial local examples of those styles 
i n spite of alt e r a t i o n s , which do not mar i n t e g r i t y of house. 

Area of significance architecture Level of significance local 
DESIGNATION: NR NHL RTHL HABS HAER HESI HSI OTHER 
ORIGINAL USE residence PRESENT USE residence 
RELATIONSHIP TO SURROUNDINGS Sited on large l o t among smaller, l a t e r residences 
beyond Pine Bluff/Fitzhugh Historic D i s t r i c t 
ACREAGE/BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION less than one 
BIBLIOGRAPHY Paris City Directory - 1891 
RECORDED BY Peter Flagg Maxson 1NF0RMANT_ 
DATE June 1986 PHOTO DATA_ 

CONTINUATIONS: 
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Si1:e No. 6 

NAME Sant:a Fe-Friscx) Depot 

ADDRESS 1100 W. Kaufman 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER unknown  
OWNER Burlington Northern Railroad 

3253 Chestnut Expressway, Springfield 
DESCRIPTION MO 65802 

COUNTY 
CITY \ 
UTM 
DATE 
STYLE_ 
THEME 

Lainar 

Paris 
BLOCK 
'LOT 

see below 

270960/3727240 
1910 PERIOD 1900-
Italianate/Prairie School influence 

1^-stjory masonry structure; very praninent t i l e hip roof v i t h hip dormers and deep  
overhanging eaves; cast-stone l i n t e l s abjve most doors and windows; irregular fenestra^  
tion; prctTunent canpanile-like tower with pyramidal roof and round-headed openings. 

brick 
good 

roof clay t i l e 
site: original x or moved 

Main entry doors, interior marble wainscot renoved" 
date 

Building material: v a i l 
Physical condition_ 
Alterations_ 

SIGNIFICANCE ^ _ 
Architecture. Conceived to house a j o i n t operation betv.'een the Gulf, Colorado and 
Santa Fe and the Paris and Great Northem (a subsidiary of the St. Louis, San Fran-
Cisco and Texas Railway - Frisco) railroads a r a r i t y on both systems; Frisco owned 
tJr^ Depot and Santa Fe most of the yard, but each supplied personnel on a alternating 
five-year basis; depot i s reminiscent of Frisco buildings designed i n St. LoiiLs-
exceptional among surviving Texas railroad structures^ 

local Area of signif IcanceArch. & Transport .Level of significance 
NR NHL RTHL HABS HAER HESI HSI OTHER " 
railroad depot PRESENT USE railroad depot 

DESIGNATION: 
ORIGINAL USE_ 
RELATIONSHIP TO SURROUNDINGS pranninently sited at terminus ot W. Kautman; northem 
boundary along Bonham highway (U.S. Hwy. 

approx. 2 acres ACREAGE/BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
RECORDED BY 
DATE 

Peter Flagg Maxson 
June 1986 

INFORMANT James wight: steely" 
PHOTO DATÂ  

CONTINUATIONS: 
Legal Description: Bounded by the eastmost Frisco tracks on the west; Bonham Street on 
the north; the midline of the continuation of 11th Street SW on the east; and the mid­
line of the continuation of West Austin Stireet on the sout±i. 



NPS Form 10-900-t 
( X 2 ) 

OMB NO. 1024-0018 
Exp im 10-31-87 

United States Department of the Interior 
Nationai Parl( Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number a l l 

For NPS UM only 

received SEP 1 2 1988 

date entered 

Page 

Si t e No. 7 

NAME Thaddeus and Josepha Preston House 
ADDRESS 731 E. Austin 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER unknown 
OWNER J.B. Collins 

COUNTY 
CITY 
UTM 

Lamar 
Pans 
268660/3727060 

BLOCK_ 
"LOT 

109 
"9— 

DATE c. 1885 PERIOD 1800-1899 

DESCRIPTION 

STYLE Eastlake/Colonial Revival influence 
THEME 

Asymmetrical 1% story residence; bay window at east, paired 1/1 windows 
(same address) 75460 

along verandah supported by Doric columns; prominent pyramidal roof broken by gables 
at front and sides, the largest with arched opening supported by pained Doric colonettes 

Building material: wallasbestos sidingroof 
Physical condition s i t e : o r i g i n a l X 

composition 
or moved date 

Alterations (see below) 
SIGNIFICANCE Dr. Ford deeded the t r a c t to his daughter Josepha as a wedding present  
in 1885; property changed hands several times u n t i l acquired by present owner i n 1956; 
house may have had stronger Eastlake appearance when b u i l t and was updated with 
Colonial Revival d e t a i l i n g at turn of the century; present siding apparently wider than 
o r i g i n a l but does not affect i n t e g r i t y s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  
r e f l e c t i n g two d i s t i n c t architectural styles. 

Architecturally noteworthly i n 

Area of significance architecture Level of significance local 
DESIGNATION: NR NHL RTHL HABS HAER HESI HSI OTHER 
ORIGINAL USE residence PRESENT USE residence 
RELATIONSHIP TO SURROUNDINGS_  
vegetation 

In older, r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood, with mature 

ACREAGE/BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION less than one 
BIBLIOGRAPHY Paris City Directories 1891. 1919; Lamar County Deed Records 
RECORDED BY Peter Flagg Maxson INFORMANT 
DATE June 1986 PHOTO DATA 

CONTINUATIONS: 
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Si t e No. 8 

NAME Wise-Fielding House & Carriage Hse. COUNTY Lamar BLOCK 135 
ADDRESS 418 W. Washington CITY Paris LOT 7 

UTM 269560/372600 
ARCHITECT/BUILDER unknown DATE 1887 PERIOD 1800-1899,1900-
OWNER Mildred F. Lawler Estate, c/o Dr. STYLE Queen Anne 
Marion R. Lawler. 418 S. Texas. Mercedes,TIHEME 
DESCRIPTION 
Asymmetrical 2^-storv brick masonry residence; two-story bay window on projecting wing  
to west of entrance; paired windows i n hipped projection to east of main door; irregular  
fenestration - windows generally 1/1; Bungaloid front porch; intact and significant 
i n t e r i o r . Carriage house i s symmetrical, frame, 1-;-story structure with steeply 
pitched roof broken by center gable. 

Building material: wall brick roof wood shingle 
Physical condition fair site: original X or moved date 
Alterations Victorian verandah replaced by Bungaloid porch, date unknown. 

SIGNIFICANCE One of the more noteworthy Queen Anne houses extant in North Texas; built 
in 1887 by prominent cotton merchant W.B. Wise, whose strong connections with Britain may 
have influenced the design of his home; brick masonry construction and sophisticated 
detailing makes Wise' House more sophisticated than most of i t s style and date in Texas; 
substantial outbuildings a rare survival. Remarkable carriage house remains, but Servants 
Quarters and large octagonal structure to the rear are gone. 
Sold after 1916 fire to Fielding family who occupied the house until recently. 

Area of significance architecture Level of significance local 
DESIGNATION: NR NHL RTHL HABS HAER HESI HSI OTHER 
ORIGINAL USE residence PRESENT USE vacant; 
RELATIONSHIP TO SURROUNDINGS On very ample l o t with mature vegetation; rear ot si t e 
later given to City as park. 

ACREAGE/BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION approx. 4 acres 
BIBLIOGRAPHY Paris Historical Tour Guide, paris Citv Directories 1891. 1921. 1936 
RECORDED BY Peter Flagg Maxson INFORMANT 
DATE June 1986 PHOTO DATA 8a,8b 

CONTINUATIONS: 
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Site No. 9 

NAME Bailey-Ragland House 

ADDRESS 433 W. Washington 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER "unknown 
OWNER Mike Folmar 

(same address) 75460 

COUNTY 
CITY 
UTM 
DATE_ 
STYLE 
THEME' 

Lamar 
Paris 

BLOCK 
'LOT 

155 
8/4 

269520/3726540 
1890 PERIOD 1800-1899 
Queen Anne/Colonial Revival 

DESCRIPTION Asymmetrical two-story frame dwelling; central door on f i r s t and second 
flo o r with two windows to the east and a bay window to the west; notable NW 
curved corner window; projecting, shallow wings on sides (that on west has bay 
window); wraparound porch supported by Doric columns on pl i n t h s ; ornamented 
pediment above main entrance; Palladian window at end of l a t e r a l gable projecting 
from pyramidal roof. 

wood roof composition 
site: original X or moved date N/A 

Building material: wall 
Physical condition good 
Alterations None known 

SIGNIFICANCE Bailey, a native of D e t r o i t , served under Gen. Sam Bell Maxey and was 
manager ̂  the Cotton O i l Company i n Paris; James Bailey of Barnum & Bailey circus 
is said to have stayed here when v i s i t i n g with the circus; Bailey House shows early 
and important Colonial Revival d e t a i l i n g , and remains one of the more substantial" 
and intact . . Victorian houses i n the c i t y ; house sold for $83,000 after Bailey's 
death i n 1916; occupied for many years by Nathaniel Harden Ragland and his wife Jeanie. 

Area of significance architecture Level of significance local 
DESIGNATION: NR NHL RTHL HABS HAER HESI HSI OTHER 
ORIGINAL USE residence PRESENT USE residence 
RELATIONSHIP TO SURROUNDINGS Opposite Wise-Fielding House; Bailey House towers over 

neighborhood houses of somewhat l a t e r period 
ACREAGE/BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION less than one 
BIBLIOGRAPHY Paris City Directories 1891, 1921, 1946; Sanborn Map Co., map 1914 
RECORDED BY Peter Flagg Maxson INFORMANT 
DATE June 1986 PHOTO DATA 9 

CONTINUATIONS: 
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S i t e No. 10 

NAME Lamar County Hospital COUNTY Lamar BLOCK 154 
ADDRESS 625 W. Washington CITY "Paris LOT 1 

UTM 262380/3726540 
ARCHITECT/BUILDER Unknown ' DATE 1926 PERIOD 1900-
OWNER Lamar County Hospital STYLE Classical Revival influence 

(same address) 75460 THEME 
DESCRIPTION Raised two-story masonry structure essentially rectangular i n shape; central 
porch supported by Doric columns and square piers; swags ornament entablature; 13-bay 
facade with 1/1 windows; brickwork generally coimnon bond; ornamental diapering atop 
main block; brick guioning at corners and l i n t e l s . 

Building material: wall brick roof f l a t (unknown) 
Physical condition fair site: original X or moved date 
Alterations Some changes to windows, upper central block 

SIGNIFICANCE Architecture. D i s t r i c t hospital for Lamar County from"T?"26 to 1972; 
provided quality medical care to Paris and beyond, leading to Paris' present role as 
regional medical center; Lamar County Hospital i s one of the most si g n i f i c a n t surviving 
buildings l o c a l l y , demonstrating Classical Revival/Beaux Arts influence; v i r t u a l l y a l l 
public buildings i n decade following Paris f i r e of 1916 were b u i l t i n that s t y l e ; colored 
ward and nurses quarters to the south have since been demolished. 

Area of significance architecture Level of significance local 
DESIGNATION: NR NHL RTHL HABS HAER HESI HSI OTHER 
ORIGINAL USE hospital PRESENT USE county offices 
RELATIONSHIP TO SURROUNDINGS occupies f i v e acre t r a c t i n park-like setting  

ACREAGE/BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION f i v e acres 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 
RECORDED BY Peter Flagg Maxson INFORMANT 
DATE June 1986 PHOTO DATA K 

CONTINUATIONS; 
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s i t e No. 11 

NAME Rodgers-Wade Furniture Company  
ADDRESS 401 3rd S.W. 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER unknown 
OWNER Paris M i l l i n g Company 

1392 South Main, 75460 

COUNTY 
CITY 
UTM 
DATE 

Lamar 

'aris 
BLOCK_ 
'LOT 

170 
IT 

269640/3726000 
TW? PERI0D19U0-

STYLE ( i n d u s t r i a l ) 
THEME 

DESCRIPTION Two-story irregular i n d u s t r i a l building; masonry construction with common 
bond brickwork; south front divided by p i l a s t e r - l i k e projections into fourteen bays; f l a t 
roof has skylights; windows generally ^oarded up. 

Building material: wall brick 
Physical condition fair/poor 

roof 
s i t e ; 

unknown 
o r i g i n a l X or moved date 

Alterations Remaining portion of larger complex; windows boarded. 
SIGNIFICANCE Rodgers & Wade Manufacturing established i n 1856; present structure con­ 
structed 1907; only standing portion of much larger complex; Rodgers-Wade was largest  
furniture manufacturer i n Paris, one of the largest i n North Texas; large employer 
and producer of quality f u r n i t u r e ; other portions of site, may have archeological 
potential. According to histo r i a n Lonn Taylor, founder James Rodgers was one of the men 
who made Paris the fu r n i t u r e manufacturing c a p i t a l of Texas, and the company remains the 
oldest f u r n i t u r e manufacturer i n the state. An early downtown warehouse survives, but 
th i s structure has the strongest association with the company. 

industry Level of significance local" Area of significance 
DESIGNATION: NR NHL RTHL HABS HAER HESI HSI OTHER ^" ' ~ _ 
ORIGINAL USE manufacturing/warehouse PRESENT USE manufacturing/warehouse 
RELATIONSHIP TO SURROUNDINGS Sited next to railroad tracks near edge of twon beyond 
Church Street Historic D i s t r i c t 

ca. three acres ACREAGE/BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION_ 
BIBLIOGRAPHY Taylor, Lonn Texas Furniture (1975) 
RECORDED BY Peter Flagg Maxson 
DATE June 1986 

INFORMANT 
PHOTO DATA 11 

CONTINUATIONS: 
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Site No. 12 

NAME High House COUNTY La^^^J^ BLOCK '^^^ 
ADDRESS :̂52 Washington CITY Paris LOT H 

2ĝ Q̂/37266QO 
ARCHITECT/BUILDER unknown DATE ca.l91U PERIOD 1900-
OWNER Daisie Schwartz STYLE Bungalow 

(same address) 75460 THEME 
DESCRIPTION One-stX)ry masonry bungalow; entrance front features large porch/porte-
cochere supported by brick piers; centiral front door with sidelights and transcro; eight 
pane casan^t wirxicws witli transom at each side; clipped gables with half-timbered 
effect on gable erxis; other bungalow elanents include latticework on projecting e l l 
and windô -Ax3x on front window. 

Building material: wall brick roof coniposition 
Physical condition good site: original x or moved date 
Alterations Portion of front porch casement window replaced by plate glass. 

SIGNIFICANCE One of t±e best exairples locally of the Bungalow Style, also reflects the 
horizontality and excellent detailing associated with Prairie School influence; 
multiple-pane windows and streamlined half-timbering i n gable ends suggest slight 
Jacc±>et±ian inspiration. 

Area of significance architecture Level of significance locaT 
DESIGNATION: NR NHL RTHL HABS HAER HESI HSI OTHER 
ORIGINAL USE residence PRESENT USE residence 
RELATIONSHIP TO SURROUNDINGS nicely landscaped i n older residential neignbornood 

ACREAGE/BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION less than one acre" 
BIBLIOGRAPHY Paris City Directories 19Jb, lybU 
RECORDED BY Peter Flagg Maxson INFORMANT 
DATE June lyab PHOTO DATA 

CONTINUATIONS: 
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S i t e No. 13 

NAME J.M. and Emily Daniel House COUNTY 
ADDRESS 216 4th S.W. (.Kaufman Terrace j CITY 

UTM 
ARCHITECT/BUILDER unknown 
OWNER G.l. Hodges 

Lamar 
Paris 

BLOCK_ 
'LOT 

119B 

TTTT 
269580/3727140 

DATE 1876 PERIOD 1800-1899 
STYLE HlRh Victorian I t a l i a n a t e 

(same address) 75460 THEME 
DESCRIPTION Substantial 2%-story frame residence; three-bay entrance f r o n t ; windows 
arched and 2/2; porch supported by chamfered posts; concave roof over porch; vergeboard 
with Gothic Revival Influence; four-story tower with mansard roof to south; noteworthy 
i n t e r i o r features; two contributing outbuildings are the greenhouse and hexagonal gazebo. 

Building material: wall woodsiding 
Physical condition good 
Alterations 

SIGNIFICANCE 

roof_ 
s i t e : 

wood shingles 
o r i g i n a l X or moved date 

fiP.nrgfi 
Unusual and generally intact High Victorian I t a l i a n a t e v i l l a ; Paris founder 

Wright deeded ten acres to his daughter Emily i n 1846; present house constructed 
in 1876 as home for Emily and her husband Capt. J.M. Daniel, C.S.A.; sold by Mary Daniel  
in 1944; Kaufman Terrace i s one of the most noteworthy I t a l i a n a t e residences remaining  
in northeast Texas, though i t s d e t a i l i n g is pa r t l y of other architectural styles. 

Area of significance architecture Level of significance local 
DESIGNATION: NR NHL RTHL HABS HAER HESI HSI OTHER 
ORIGINAL USE residence PRESENT USE residence 
RELATIONSHIP TO SURROUNDINGS occupies large, well-landscaped grounds i n older residen­
t i a l neighborhood 
ACREAGE/BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 2 acres 
BIBLIOGRAPHY Texas Homes of the 19th Century, T. Webb and D.B. Alexander 1966; Paris 
RECORDED BY His t o r i c a l Tour Guide INFORMANT 
DATE Peter Flagg Maxson June 1986 PHOTO DATA 13 

James Wright Steely 

CONTINUATIONS: 
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Site No. 14 

NAME Ragland House 
ADDRESS 208 5th Street S.W. 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER Unknown" 
OWNER Richard P. Wright 

(same address) 75460 

COUNTY 
CITY 
UTM_ 
DATE 
STYLE 
THEME' 

Lamar 
Paris 
269480/3727160 

BLOCK_ 
"LOT 

119A 
"5 

1892 
Eastlake 

PERIOD 1800-1899 

DESCRIPTION Asymmetrical substantial two-story frame house; wraparound porch with  
shallow gable over entryway supported by square posts; f i r s t - and second-story inset 
porches over entryway; arched, t r i p l e window on projecting front e l l at ground 
l e v e l , with inset t r i p l e window above; 1/1 windows generally repeated on f i r s t and 
second f l o o r s . 

Building material: wall asbestos/wood roof 
Physical condition good shingleslte; 

composition 
original X or moved date 

Alterations asbestos shingles on parts of exterior; kitchen updated 1967 
SIGNIFICANCE Fine example of substantial Eastlake-style residence; p a r t i c u l a r l y note­
worthy exterior details include staggered-butt shingles and inset windows i n upper 
second-floor front gable, and inset front porch; wrap-around front verandah may possibly 
have been added at a very early date; asbestos shingles, while not an asset, do not 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y detract from the i n t e g r i t y of the house; home of Charles and Bonnie 
Ragland for many years. 

architecture Level of significance Area of significance 
DESIGNATION: NR NHL RTHL HABS HAER HESI HSI OTHER 
ORIGINAL USE residence 

LocaJ 

RELATIONSHIP TO SURROUNDINGS 
larger than most nearby houses 

PRESENT USE residence 
prominently sited i n older res i d e n t i a l neighborhood; 

ACREAGE/BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION less than one 
BIBLIOGRAPHY Paris City Directories 1921, 1946 
RECORDED BY Peter Flagg Maxson 
DATE June 1986 

INFORMANT_ 
PHOTO DATA 14 

CONTINUATIONS: 
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S i t e No. 16 

NAME John Chisum Gibbons House 

ADDRESS 623 6th S.E. 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER_ 
OWNER Mark Short 

unknown 

(same address) 75460 

COUNTY 
CITY 
UTM 
DATE 

Lamar 

Paris 
BLOCK_ 
'LOT 

163 
—T 

268540/3726700 
1883 PERIOD 

STYLE Second Empire 
THEME 

DESCRIPTION Symmetrical 2i j - s t o r y residence; f i v e bays on f i r s t and second f l o o r s , 
three above; sides w i t h four bays below mansard, two above; five-bay I t a l i a n a t e porch 
supported by square posts; mansard roof supported by l a r g e , paired brackets; 212 
windows. 

B u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l : w a l l wood s i d i n g roof s l a t e (mansard); top unknown 
Physical c o n d i t i o n good s i t e : o r i g i n a l X or moved date 
A l t e r a t i o n s I n t e r i o r a l t e r a t i o n s 19TOs 

SIGNIFICANCE B u i l t f o r John Gibbons, mayor of Paris i n 189Us, who was instrumental i n 
formul a t i n g c i t y f i s c a l annexation and educational p o l i c i e s ; Gibbons also served as 
s h e r i f f , councilman, and judge; h i s daughter Katherine GibbonsBankhead and her descendents 
occupied the house u n t i l recent years; the Gibbons House i s a rare and s u b s t a n t i a l l y i n ­
t a c t example of Second Empire s t y l e ; some s t y l i s t i c s i m i l a r i t i e s w i t h stone Edward  
Steves House i n San Antonio's King W i l l i a m H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t (N.R.. 19/:^); few st r u c t u r e s  
i n t h a t s t y l e survive i n the s t a t e , and most tend t o be asymmetrical; Gibbons House perhaps  
demonstrates l a t e Greek Revival i n f l u e n c e i n i t s uniform symmetry.  

Area of s i g n i f i c a n c e  
DESIGNATION: NR NHL RTHL  
ORIGINAL USE rpsidenre 

ovt, 
Level of s i g n i f i c a n c e l o c a l 

HSI OTHER 
PRESENT USE residence 

RELATIONSHIP TO SURROUNDINGS_ 

neighborhood 

s i t e d on h a l f - a c r e , well-landscaped l o t i n older r e s i d e n t i a l 

less than one ACREAGE/BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION_  

BIBLIOGRAPHY A. Alexander. The H i s t o r v of Lamar County; Paris H i s t o r i c a l f o u r ^ u i d e ^ 
RECORDED BY Peter Flagg Maxson INFORMANT 
DATE July 1986 PHOTO DATA 16 

CONTINUATIONS; 
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Site No. 17 

NAME W.S. and Mary Trigg House COUNTY Lamar BLOCK 112 
ADDRESS 441 I2th Street S.E. CITY Paris LOT 8" 

UTM 267160/3726860 
ARCHITECT/BUILDER W.H. Norris (1981) DATE ca. 1870, 1891 PERIOD 1800-1899 
OWNER ^to^na Renfro STYLE Queen Anne wit±i Classical Revival 

(sane address) 75460 THEME intluence 
DESCRIPTION 1^-story traine residence; large pyramidal roof broken by gables, dormers; 
irregiiLar fenestration, windows 1/1; prcminent wraparound verandah supported by Doric" 
columns on masonry plintihs; omamentLal balustrade. 

Building material: wall wood siding roof corpositiCTT 
Physical condition good site: original ^ or moved date 
Alterations see below 

SIGNIFICANCE A house was apparently on the s i t ^ i n 1870; i n 1890 harness-shop operator 
W.S. Trigg and his wife Mary contracted with W.H. Norris to make certain improvements 
to a one-story frame house; the resulting structure i s apparently one of the earlier 
houses i n Paris to display significant Classical Revival det:ailing; porch similar to 
that on Bailey House (Site 9); b u i l t also i n 1891; rear porch/sun roan was enclosed 
at an unknown date (c. 1950s?) . 

Area of significance architecture Level of significance local 
DESIGNATION: NR NHL RTHL HABS HAER HESI HSI OTHER 
ORIGINAL USE residence PRESENT USE residence 
RELATIONSHIP TO SURROUNDINGS In older residentail neighborhood; surrounding crape 
myctle trees may have been early landscape feature.  
ACREAGE/BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION less than one acre 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
RECORDED BY Peter Flagg Maxson INFORMANT 
DATE July 1986 PHOTO DATA 17 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

CONTINUATIONS: 



NPS F o m 10-900-* 
CW2) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number a l l 

OMB NO 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31-87 

For NPS UM only 

received SEP 1 2 1988 

date entered 

Page 18 

Si t e No. 18 

NAME Beniamin and Adelaide Baldwin. COUNTY Lamar BLOCK 52 
ADDRESS 714 Graham House CITY Paris LOT 12 

UTM 269700/3727580 
ARCHITECT/BUILDER unknown DATE ca. 1884 PERIOD 1800-1899 
OWNER Mrs. C.H. Webb STYLE Eastlake 

(same address) 75460 THEME 
DESCRIPTION Asymmetrical 2%-story frame dwelling; bay window extending two stories  
to west of entrance; windows generally i r r e g u l a r l y placed, repeated on f i r s t and  
second f l o o r s ; front verandah supported by square posts; decorative l a t e r a l gable  
over entrance; large pyramidal roof broken by three gables on entrance f r o n t ; east 
and west gable ends feature t r i p l e ornamental windows, ornamental shingles, and 
Eastlake sunburst patterns; noteworthy i n t e r i o r s very l i t t l e altered. 

f a i r 
Building material: wall wood siding 
Physical condition 
Alterations 

SIGNIFICANCE 

roof 
s i t e ; 

wood shingle 
original X or moved_ 

1925 
date 

concrete porch f l o o r apparently added ca. 
Very substantial Eastlake style house b u i l t by Benjamin J. Baldwin, Jr., 

reportedly as ranch house; Baldwin was local entrepreneur and partner i n Scott-Baldwin 
T i t l e Co.; he was loaned money from B r i t i s h banks to construct house; his imposing East-
lake residence i s si g n i f i c a n t for fine exterior and i n t e r i o r d e t a i l i n g ; Baldwin's 
widow Adelaide continued to l i v e i n the house for many years, one of the most 
substantial surviving Victorian houses i n Paris. 

Area of significance architecture Level of significance loc"aF 
DESIGNATION: NR NHL RTHL HABS HAER HESI HSI OTHER 
ORIGINAL USE residence PRESENT USE residence 
RELATIONSHIP TO SURROUNDINGS 
residences: large, corner l o t 

Baldwin House looms over smaller and somewhat l a t e r 

ACREAGE/BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION less than one 
BIBLIOGRAPHY Paris Citv Directories 1891. 1921, 1946 
RECORDED BY Peter Flagg Maxson INFORMANT 
DATE June 1986 PHOTO DATA 18 

CONTINUATIONS: 
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Site No. 19 

NAME Morris-Moore House 
ADDRESS 744 3rd N.W. 

COUNTY Lamar 
CITY Paris 
UTM 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER Unknown 
OWNER Floyd L. McKnight 

268340/3727880 

BLOCK 
'LOT 

79 

DATE 1903 
STYLE 

PERIOD 1900= 
Colonial Revival influence 

(above address) THEME 
DESCRIPTION It^-storv frame dwelling; very prominent l a t e r a l gable with center paired 
20/1 windows on second f l o o r ; front door with sidelights off-center with single 1/1 
windows to one side and paired windows at the other; porch extends the length of the 
front and terminates with semicircular ends similar to those at the Edgar and Annie 
Wright House (Site 22); s t a i r window at side i s round headed and creates half dormer; 
guest house and three-car garage on property are contributing 

wood siding roof_ 
site; 

composition 
o r i g i n a l X or moved date 

Building material: wall  
Physical condition good 
Alterations three rooms and bath added upstairs i n 1937 

SIGNIFICANCE The house was b u i l t for a local physician, Dr. Morris and acquired by 
veterinarian Arthur Moore i n 1920; a si g n i f i c a n t s t y l i s t i c hybrid - the Morris House 
has the massing of a Shingle Style house, but i s b u i l t with wood siding and with high 
quality Colonial Revival d e t a i l i n g . 

Area of significance architecture Level of significance local 
DESIGNATION: NR NHL RTHL HABS HAER HESI HSI OTHER 
ORIGINAL USE residence PRESENT USE residence 
RELATIONSHIP TO SURROUNDINGS on large (100' x 280') l o t i n older residential area 

ACREAGE/BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION less than one 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
RECORDED BY Peter Flagg Maxson 
DATE June 1986 

INFORMANT 
PHOTO DATA 

CONTINUATIONS: 
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S i t e No. 20 

NAME Edwin and Mary Jenkins House 
ADDRESS 549 5th N.W. 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER Jim and Joe Fi t e . Peter 
OWNER Clyde H. D ^ ^ l s Wafckms 

(same address) 75460 
DESCRIPTION Symmetrical 1%-story house with masonry porch; three-part central front 
door and flanking windows; porch extends the length of the front and i s constructed 
of stone with piers at each corner and paired square posts at the central entryway; 
pyramidal roof above i s broken by large, center, hipped dormer with paired 1/1 win-~ 
dows; entry steps repeated at street l e v e l . 

COUNTY Lamar BLOCK 82 
CITY Paris LOT 6 
UTM 269600/3727900 
DATE 1912-13 PERIOD 1900-
STYLE Pyramid house (see below) 
THEME 

Building material:-wall wood siding roof composition shingles 
Physical condition good site: original X or moved 
Alterations 

date 
two kitchen windows closed up 

SIGNIFICANCE Built for prominent Paris stonemason/sculptor Edwin Jenkins and his 
English wife Mary Ellen; Jenkins House was constructed by local carpenters at a c o s ~ 
of $5,000; Jenkins was responsible for much of the fine stonework i n the c i t y , and 
had a hand i n the construction of the Confederate monument on the Courthouse lawn, 
the Culberson Fountain, and numerous monuments i n Evergreen Cemetery; his home contains 
examples of his fine masonry; i t i s a good lo c a l example of a Pyramid House - a o n e ~ 
story Texas counterpart of the American Foursquare style recognized by large and pyramidal 
roofs. 

Area of significance architecture Level of significance local 
DESIGNATION: NR NHL RTHL HABS HAER HESI HSI OTHER 
ORIGINAL USE residence 
RELATIONSHIP TO SURROUNDINGS 

PRESENT USE residence 
located i n older re s i d e n t i a l neighborhood, the stonework 

is shown o f f to good advantage 
less than one ACREAGE/BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

BIBLIOGRAPHY Mrs.„Clyde H. 
28 Jbr _jnuory _  

RECORDED BY Peter Flagg Maxson 
DATE June 1986 

to Curtis Tunnel!, Texas H i s t o r i c a l (Jommission, 

INFORMANT_ 
PHOTO DATA -ZD-

CONTINUATIONS: 
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si t e No. 21 

NAME St. Paul's Baptist Church 
ADDRESS 454 2nd N.E. 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER unknown 
OWNER St. Paul's Baptist Church 

(same address) 75460 

COUNTY 
CITY 
UTM 
DATE 

THEME 

Lamar 
Paris 

BLOCK 
"LOT 

59 

268200/3727840 
1921 PERIOD 1900-

STYLE Romanesque influence 

DESCRIPTION Two-story, symmetrical frame structure; central portico of front has 
inset front porch with semicircular arches supported by square posts; larger round-
headed stained-glass windows flank smaller, paired windows; tower sections to north 
and south have long, rectangular t r i p l e windows at ground level and single rectangular 
windows above; windows at sides are t a l l , paired, roundheaded; central gable at front 
with two gablets above side windows. 

Building material: wall v i n y l sidin^oof composition 
Physical condition good s i t e : o r i g i n a l or moved 
Alterations structure covered i n a r t i f i c i a l siding ca. 1960 

date 

SIGNIFICANCE Noteworthy l a t e , frame adaptation of Romanesque s t y l e , somewhat more am­
bitious than found i n many comparable East Texas towns of the period; a landmark of 
the Black community i n Paris since i t s construction; i n spite of i t s siding, St.  
Paul's i s the most noteworthy and inta c t of the older Black churches i n town. 

Area of significance architecture Level of significance local 
DESIGNATION: NR NHL RTHL HABS HAER HESI HSI OTHER 
ORIGINAL USE church PRESENT USE church 
RELATIONSHIP TO SURROUNDINGS_  
neighborhood 

prominently sited on corner l o t of older residential 

ACREAGE/BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
RECORDED BY Peter Flagg Maxson 
DATE June 1986 

less than one 

INFORMANT_ 
PHOTO DATA 21 

CONTINUATIONS: 
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Site No. 22 

NAME Edgar and Annie Wright House 
ADDRESS 857 Lamar 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER_ 
OWNER 

unknown 
Quentin Wright 

COUNTY 
CITY 
UTM 
DATE 

2117 52nd St.. Lubbock, TX 79412 THEME 

Lamar 
Paris 
268860/3727360 

BLOCK 
'LOT 

187 

1906 PERIOD 1900-
STYLE Queen Anne/Colonial Revival 

DESCRIPTION Symmetrical 1^-story residence; reverse bay at front door conlilnues to 
form two-bay window dormers on second f l o o r emerging from gabled roof; 1/1 windows 
throughout; center front door with oval window; front porch with Queen Anne-inspired 
rounded ends i n screened at one end and features bungaloid trim. 

Building material: wall wood siding roof 
Physical condition good site: 
Alterations none known 

composition 
original X or moved date 

SIGNIFICANCE Constructed for prominent Paris attorney and c i v i c leader Edgar Wright 
(a grandson of c i t y founder George W. Wright) and his wife Annie Roberta Wright; 
the Wright House i s an unusual Queen Anne/Colonial Revival varient. The twin bay 
windows beginning at f i r s t - f l o o r level with a reverse bay.window entrance terminates 
with semihexagonal roof; round verandah ends are also exceptional. ~ 

Area of significance architecture Level of significance local 
DESIGNATION: NR NHL RTHL HABS HAER HESI HSI OTHER 
ORIGINAL USE residence PRESENT USE residence 
RELATIONSHIP TO SURROUNDINGS i n older residential neighborhood; mature vegetation 

ACREAGE/BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION less than one 
BIBLIOGRAPHY Quentin Wright to Curtis Tunnell, Texas H i s t o r i c a l Comm., January, 1986 ( l e t t e r ) 
RECORDED BY Peter Flagg Maxson INFORMANT Quentin Wright 
DATE July 1986 PHOTO DATA 22 A R 22 B 

CONTINUATIONS; 
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Sit:e No. 24 

NAME William and Etta Latimer House 
ADDRESS 707 snerman 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER nnVnnyr. ~ 
OWNER Annette Debusk Richardson 

(same address) 75460 

COUNTY 
CITY 
UTM 
DATE 
STYLE_ 
THEME 

Lamar BLOCK 133 
ir'aris LOT ^ 
269300/3726880 

ca. 1900/ 1918 PERIOD 1900-
Classical Pevival/Bungaloid influence 

DESCRIPTI0N_ Originally two-story Queen Anne house with round tcuver; tj^p-tiered 
entrance porch with gable and Bungaloid wraparound porch added befoer 1920. Essentially 
a main block wit±i lateral gables, hip roof/ single and paned 1/1 windows. 

Building material: wallwood siding 
Physical condition good 
Alterations 

SIGNIFICANCE 

roof_ 
site: 

ccrposition 
original x_ or moved date 

porch l a t t i c e on 7t±i Street side of unknown, recent date 
Longtime home of investor V7illiam D. Latimer; survived 1916 Paris f i r e 

but was modernized soon tiiereafter to make house corrpatible v/ith later hcnies; 
noteworthy hybrid with Classical Revival and Bungaloid features. 

Area of significance architectvure Level of significance locaT 
DESIGNATION: NR NHL RTHL HABS HAER HESI HSI OTHER 
ORIGINAL USE residence PRESENT USE residence 
RELATIONSHIP TO SURROUNDINGS prcminently sited on comer l o t ; larger than surrounding 
older hemes 
ACREAGE/BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION less than one acre 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
RECORDED BY Peter Flagg Ilaxson 
DATE 

INFORMANT 
February 1986 PHOTO DATA 24 

CONTINUATIONS: 
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s i t e No. 25 

NAME Baty-Plummer House 
ADDRESS708 Sherman 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER 
OWNER 

unknown 

COUNTY 
CITY 
UTM 
DATE 

Lamar 
Paris 

BLOCK_ 
'LOT 

131 

—rr 
269300/3726940 

ca. 1890-95 PERIOD 1800-1899 
Mrs. W i l l i s M. Plummer 

(saiTie addressl 75460 
STYLE Eastlake 
THEME 

DESCRIPTION Ik-storv frame cottage; L-shaped wraparound verandah link s south and 
past l a t e r a l gables: shingled gable ends with delicate vergeboards; good Eastlake 
Hnrmer windows 

wood frame roof 
s i t e ; 

composition roof 
o r i g i n a l X or moved date 

Building material: wall 
Physical condition good 
Alterations concrete steps; porch brackets and balustrade missing . 

SIGNIFICANCE Fine and intact l a t e Victorian cottage of Eastlake s t y l i n g ; home for 
many years of Mrs. William (Mollie) Baty; with exceptionally bold d e t a i l i n g 

Area of significance architecture Level of significance local 
DESIGNATION: NR NHL RTHL HABS HAER HESI HSI OTHER 
ORIGINAL USE residence PRESENT USE residence 
RELATIONSHIP TO SURROUNDINGS prominently sited on corner l o t 

ACREAGE/BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION less than one 

BIBLIOGRAPHY Sanborn Insurance Co. maps. 1897, 1946; Paris City Directories, 1891, 1919,  
RECORDED BY y^ .^ r Flagg Maxsnn INFORMANT 
DATE A p r i l . 1986 PHOTO DATA 25 

CONTINUATIONS; 
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Site No. 26 

NAME Thcmas and Bettie Brazelton House  
ADDRESS 801 W. Shenran 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER unknown 
OWNER Thonas Brazeltrm Steely 

COUNTY Lamar 
CITY Paris 
UTM_ 
DATE 

_BLOCK_ 
"LOT 

133 
"5— 

269240/3726880 
. 189ds 

STYLE_ 
THEME 

ca 
Eastleike 

PERIOD 1890-1900 

DESCRIPTION 1-story cottage, L-shaped verandah connects l a t e r a l , gabled bays on 
nori±i and east; omamential tretivrork on porch; intiact woodwork i n i n t e r i o r . 

Building mater ia l : wa l l wooden"trame roof 
site: 

ccnposition 
original ^ or moved date Physical condition f a i r 

Alterations serve tretwork missing 
SIGNIFICANCE Built on site ot George Wright homestead Dy daughter Bettie and ~  
husband Thcmas Brazelton, industrial agent tor G.C. & S.Jr. railroad; notable  
Eastlake cott:age with intact interior; site may have archeological significance. 

Area of significance 
DESIGNATION: NR NHL RTHL HABS HAER HESI HSI OTHER 

residence 

architectxire Level of significance iQcaF 

ORIGINAL USE_ 
RELATIONSHIP TO SURROUNDINGS 
wooden fence; mature trees." 

PRESENT USE residence 
sited on large l o t i n older residential area; early 

ACREAGE/BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ..}-^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ 
BIBLIOGRAPHY Paris City Directory 1891 
RECORDED BY Peter Flagg Maxson 
DATE 

INFORMANT 
April 1986 PHOTO DATA 

James w. 
26 

steely 

CONTINUATIONS: 
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Site No. 28 

NAME nar1fnn-r,1adden House 
ADDRESS 2120 Bonham 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER chas. B. C a r l t o ^  
OWNER T̂ mPfi pnH .Tn Ella Gladden  

rsame address") 75460 

COUNTY 
CITY 
UTM 
DATE 

Lamar 
Paris 

BLOCK 201 
LOT 8 

271880/3727360 
1902 PERIOD 1900-

STYLE Eclectic Revival influence 
THEME 

DESCRIPTION L-shaped. l ^ - s t o r v residence; front projection features two-tiered inset  
pnrrh supported by Ionic columns on f i r s t f l o o r and Doric above; ornamental verge- 
hnard; wraparound one-storv porch with Doric columns to southeast; irregular fenes- 
frat-inn - windows generally 1/1; dormer window faces south and l a t e r a l gable east. 

wood siding roof 
s i t e : 

composition 
o r i g i n a l X or moved date 

Building material: wall  
Physical condition good 
Alterations none known 

SIGNIFICANCE B u i l t i n 1902 by contractor Charles Carlton (d. 1905) for his wife (d. 1917)  
and eight children; acquired from son-in-law George Wortham by present owner i n 1949; 
house i s extraordinary architectural hybrid: Colonial Revival influence found i n 
columns, late Oueen Anne massing, Swiss Chalet-variant inset porch and vergeboard. 

Area of significance architecture Level of significance local 
DESIGNATION: NR NHL RTHL HABS HAER HESI HSI OTHER 
ORIGINAL USE residence PRESENT USE residence 
RELATIONSHIP TO SURROUNDINGS_ 
vegetation 

sited on U.S. Hwy 82 i n older r e s i d e n t i a l area; mature 

ACREAGE/BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION_ 
BIBLIOGRAPHY M.G. Ramey to J. & J 
RECORDED BY ' 
DATE 

less than one 
Gladden, l e t t e r , 1965, i n possession of owners 

Peter Flagg Maxson INFORMANT J. & J. Gladden 
June 1986 PHOTO DATA 28 

CONTINUATIONS; 
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Site No. 29 

NAME Means - Justiss House COUNTY Lamar BLOCK 163 
ADDRESS 537 6th Street, SE CITY Paris L̂OT 2 

UTM 268560/3726780 
ARCHITECT/BUILDER imknown DATE ga. lb)23 PERIOD 1900^ 
OWNER Thccnas S. Justice STYLE Bungalow 

(same address) THEME" 
DESCRIPTION Large l^^-story Crattsman Bungalow; t i r s t - t l o o r walls ot rock; sningles 
gable ends and dormer; tront porch supported t»y stone piers. 

Building material: wall stone rppf conposition 
Physical condition good site: original x or moved date 
Alterations front window possibly changed with insertion of plate glass 

SIGNIFICANCE i^jparently t u i l t by Oscar and Mary Means; later occupied tyy Thcmas 
Justiss, longtime Superintendent ot Paris schools; Fine crattsman Bungalow. 
Two-story Victorian house on L̂ 'ZU Sanbom map replaced by Justiss House by ly^b. 

Area of significance architecture Level of significance local 
DESIGNATION: NR NHL RTHL HABS HAER HESI HSI OTHER 
ORIGINAL USE residence ^ PRESENT USE residence 
RELATIONSHIP TO SURROUNDINGS large l o t i n older suburbs; stone retaining wall i n 

front conplements house  
ACREAGE/BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION less than one acre 
BIBLIOGRAPHY Sanbom Insurance C. maps 1920,iy2b,iy4b; Paris City Directories l y i y , 
RECORDED BY Peter Flagg Maxson INFORMANT I92I7T93^7T93^ 
DATE June lyBb PHOTO DATA ^b 

CONTINUATIONS: 
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Site No. 30 

NAME House at 
ADDRESS705 3rd Street, SE 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER unknown" 
OWNER Mary Martin 

COUNTY 
CITY_ 
UTM 
DATE 
STYLE 

Lamar 
Paris 

BLOCK 
'LOT 

146 

(same address) 75460 

268200/3726520 
est. I§a0 PERIOD iH0U-i90U' 
High Victorian Italianate 

THEME 
li^-story rectangular cottage wit±i rear e l l ; front door and. twD windows DESCRIPTION_ 

have segmental-arch l i n t e l s ; bay window on north side; Italianate porch 

Building material: wall irame, clapbd.roof coriposition 
Physical condition f a i r site: original x or moved 
Alterations 2nd tloor tront windows may have been wjaened 

SIGNIFICANCE 

date 

This i s a modestly scaled example ot High Victorian italianate 
style, once comnon i n Paris and elsev^ere; appears on 1885 Birds-eye view; may 
have been rental property, as indicated by frequent changes of occupancy in c i t y 
directories. 

Area of significance architecture Level of significance local 
DESIGNATION: NR NHL RTHL HABS HAER HESI HSI OTHER 

residence PRESENT USE residence ORIGINAL USE_ 
RELATIONSHIP TO SURROUNDINGS comer l o t i n area of older small residences 

ACREAGE/BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION less than one acre 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
RECORDED BY Peter Flagg Maxson 
DATE Jvine 1986 

INFORMANT_ 
PHOTO DATA -ID-

CONTINUATIONS : 



HPS Form 10-900.. ^ " ' ^ 
ExpirM 10-31-87 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service f « NPS UM only 

National Register off Historic Places '^^'"'^ 11 w 
Inventory—Nominat ion Form dateentered 

Continuation sheet Item number Page 30 

NAME: CHURCH STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT 
PARIS, LAMAR COUNTY, TEXAS 

Location: The Church Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i s a large 
r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhoods located i n the 300 block through the mid-
900 block of Church Street, and i n the 500 through 700 blocks of 
South Main. Also included are residences which f r o n t 1st Street 
S.W. i n the 500 through 700 blocks, as well as others which face 
Sherman, Brame, and Washington between Church and South Main. 

Acreage: Approximately 37 acres 

Verbal Boundary Description and J u s t i f i c a t i o n : 

The boundary of the Church Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i s i d e n t i f i e d 
on the accompanying map of the d i s t r i c t . Beginning at the point at the 
intersection of Sherman Street and 1st Street S.W., proceed east along 
East Sherman 500 feet t o 1st Street S.E., then north 500 feet; then turn 
90° east and proceed 480 feet across City Block 180 and East Austin 
Street to 3rd Street S.E. Then turn 90° south and proceed 1,720 feet 
and turn 90° west proceeding across City Block 159 on the southern edge 
of Lot 9, for a distance of 120 feet t o the center of Church Street. 
Turn 90° north and proceed 20 feet t o the southern edge of Lot 3 of City 
Block 158; then turn 90° west and proceed 150 feet to the western 
boundary of Lot 3 of City Block 158. Then turn 90° north and proceed 
290 feet t o the center of Washington Street, and tur n 90° west and 
proceed 240 feet t o the centerline of 1st Street S.W. Then turn 90° 
north and proceed 1,030 feet to the place of beginning. Dimensions and 
angles approximate. 

Within these boundaries i s a large, well-defined, and r e l a t i v e l y 
i n t a c t h i s t o r i c r e s i d e n t i a l area. Selected on the basis of a consistent 
h i s t o r i c r e s i d e n t i a l development, i t i s characterized by houses dating 
from 1868-1930 which are diversely styled, yet v i s u a l l y compatible and 
complementary. Two residences, the Samuel Bell Maxey House and the 
Scott-Roden Mansion, are already l i s t e d i n the National Register. 

The Church Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i s bounded on the north by the 
nominated Paris Commercial H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , on the east and west by 
smaller and l a t e r residences, and on the south by a much weaker 
concentration of l a t e 19th- and early 20th-century residences. 
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CHURCH STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT 

CATEGORY: 

OWNERSHIP: 

STATUS: 

ACCESSIBLE: 

D i s t r i c t 

Public; Private 

Occupied; Unoccupied 

yes; r e s t r i c t e d 
yes; unrestricted 

PRESENT USE: museum 
private residence 

CONDITION: excellent 
good 
f a i r 

altered 
unaltered 

a l l o r i g i n a l sites 

UTM REFERENCE: A. 14/262900/3727180 
B. 14/263220/3727180 
C. 14/262880/3726480 
D. 14/263180/3726480 
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DESCRIPTION 

Located south of downtown, the Church Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
consists of a neighborhood of residences and two churches. Of the 83 
properties, 16 are non-contributing and 67 contributing. A majority of 
the houses were constructed between 1900 and 1930. Although a part of 
the d i s t r i c t along South Main i s zoned f o r multi-family dwellings, most 
of the structures are single family houses. 

Many of Paris' most s i g n i f i c a n t and e a r l i e s t surviving residences, 
and two s i g n i f i c a n t churches, are w i t h i n t h i s d i s t r i c t . The structures 
vary considerably i n s t y l e ; nonetheless, they maintain a common high 
qua l i t y i n design and d e t a i l i n g that helps set apart t h i s d i s t i n c t i v e 
r e s i d e n t i a l area. A small number of the e a r l i e s t examples on Church 
Street survived the f i r e of March 21, 1916. 

Several Victor i a n examples dating from 1868-1905 have survived. 
The 1868 Sam Bell Maxey House (CS Site No. 32, Photo 42) i s basically 
Greek Revival i n plan but has High Victorian I t a l i a n a t e d e t a i l i n g . 

The house (CS Site No. 38) at 913 Church i s a good Queen Anne 
example. The house (CS Site No. 11, Photo 48) at 524 Church, i s a two-
story wood-frame residence featuring steeply pitched, hipped roofs with 
a dominant f r o n t gable and bay window. I t s f r o n t porch has a pedimented 
entrance portico. The house (CS Site No. 40) at 931 Church i s somewhat 
more unusual, displaying a main roof with open-ended gables as well as 
symmetrically placed, fr o n t - f a c i n g , gabled dormers. Two larger gables, 
with c l a s s i c a l columns raised on pedestals, bracket a smaller gabled 
dormer i n the center of the composition. The f r o n t porch runs the 
length of the main facade and i s supported by paired c l a s s i c a l columns. 

Transitional/Folk Victorian houses, b u i l t from 1895 through 1905, 
are represented at 733, 721, and 559 Church Street (CS Site Nos. 27, 25, 
and 15). These single-story, wood-frame residences t y p i c a l l y have 
central h a l l plans and wrap-around porches with roof pitches that are 
lower than the e a r l i e r Queen Anne residences. The house (CS Site No. 8) 
at 507 Church i s the best example of the s t y l e (though i t was r e b u i l t as 
a one-story house from an e a r l i e r two-story configuration) and displays 
excellent proportion and d e t a i l i n g . Also notable i s i t s carriage house 
(Photo 36) which i s i n excellent condition. This wood-frame structure 
has a steeply pitched, gabled roof topped with a central cupola. 

One of the most s i g n i f i c a n t residences, and perhaps the grandest i n 
Paris, i s the Scott-Roden Mansion (N.R. 1983, CS Site No. 7, Photo 33) 
at 425 Church near the northern boundary of the d i s t r i c t . I n 1909, Mrs. 
R.F. Scott brought Austrian-born J.L. Wees from St. Louis t o design the 
house, r e s u l t i n g i n a unusual blend of P r a i r i e School and Jugendstil 
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styles. I t i s a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t i n the region and the state, 
and i t s outbuildings, including the carriage house, are i n t a c t . 

A wide v a r i e t y of early 20th-century a r c h i t e c t u r a l styles including 
the Colonial Revival, Mediterranean, Jacobethan, P r a i r i e School, and 
Bungalow were b u i l t a f t e r the f i r e of 1916. The residences at 508 and 
854 church Street (CS Site nos. 9, Photo 35; and CS Site No. 37) best 
represent the Colonial Revival i n i t s b r i c k mode. Characteristic of 
these two-story residences i s a symmetrical facade with accentuated 
fr o n t door and balanced symmetrical windows with multi-pane glazing i n 
both sashes. The residence at 709 Church (CS Site No. 24, Photo 39) 
best i l l u s t r a t e s a Foursquare with Colonial Revival d e t a i l i n g i n the 
wood-frame mode. This symmetrical, side-gabled, two-story residence has 
a s t r i k i n g single-story f r o n t porch with f l u t e d doric columns and 
vaulted portico, and includes c l a s s i c a l l y inspired, scalloped exterior 
decoration leading t o a central door with arched transom. 

An I t a l i a n Renaissance Revival influence appears i n the 
Mediterranean s t y l e residence (CS Site No. 26, Photo 40) at 722 Church. 
This two-story b r i c k structure has a c l a y - t i l e roof with single-level 
porch, A well-designed Jacobethan home i s found at 606 Church (CS Site 
No. 18, Photo 37) and exhibits the style's c h a r a c t e r i s t i c single front 
gable of two stori e s with sloping side that continues t o the entry. The 
house i s of bric k construction, has side gables, and displays large 
chimneys as well as large multi-paned windows. 

The P r a i r i e School i s perhaps the dominate a r c h i t e c t u r a l influence 
i n the d i s t r i c t . Most of the homes influenced by P r a i r i e s t y l i n g are 
located on South Main. The best representation i s the J.J. Culbertson 
House of 1921 (CS Site No. 43, Photo 45) at 528 South Main, designed by 
A.J. Knapp of Tulsa, Oklahoma. This house i s exquisitely detailed and 
i s strongly evocative of e a r l i e r work of Sullivan and Wright. This 
stuccoed structure with cast-stone d e t a i l i n g has the cha r a c t e r i s t i c f l a t 
roof with deep, overhanging eaves which accentuates the horizontal 
dimension. The i n t e r i o r i s h i s t o r i c a l l y i n t a c t , has excellent woodwork, 
and features a basement swimming pool. 

The house (CS Site No. 47) at 554 South Main i s another excellent 
example of the P r a i r i e School, r e c a l l i n g F.L. Wright's Winslow House. 
The structure has bric k one-and-a-half-story wainscotting with stucco, 
as well as deep, overhanging eaves and a hipped r o o f — a l l emphasizing 
the horizontal. The entry porch i s centered i n the symmetrical 
composition, consisting of a t r e l l i s e d arch on heavy masonry columns. 
The i n t e r i o r of the house i s i n good condition, and preserves an 
o r i g i n a l grand staircase of oak, wainscotting, and wooden f l o o r s . Some 
or i g i n a l furnishings s t i l l e x i s t . Other examples of the P r a i r i e School 
can be found at 729, 713, and 632 South Main (CS Site Nos. 59, 57, and 
54,), and at 624 Church (CS Site No. 19, Photo 37). 
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Exceptional examples of the Bungalow s t y l e are located at 541, 547, 
and 607 South Main Street (CS Site Nos. 45, 46, and 50, Photo 46). 
These houses are well designed and display low-pitched, gabled roofs 
with wide, overhanging eaves and exposed r a f t e r ends. The f u l l - w i d t h 
porch roofs are supported by columns placed on pedestals that extend to 
ground l e v e l . Heavy brackets occur on both porch and eave overhangs. 

One of the most picturesque residences i s the house (CS Site No. 5, 
Photo 34) at 414 Church. When r e b u i l t a f t e r the f i r e of 1916, the house 
exhibited some Bungalow influences. Sometime l a t e r , a f t e r 
reconstruction was completed, the owners reportedly commissioned J.L. 
Wees to apply bargeboards t o the f r o n t gable and add a porch balustrade 
of jigsawn wooden t r i m , a l l r e c a l l i n g Wees' Austrian heritage. The 
d e t a i l i n g i s painted a s t r i k i n g green and white. 

Two churches are located on Church Street on the northern boundary 
of the d i s t r i c t . The l a t e Gothic Revival s t y l e i s evident i n both the 
Central United Presbyterian Church (CS Site No. 1, Photo 32) designed by 
Thomas and Broad, and Holy Cross Episcopal Church, Old Parish Hall and 
Rectory (CS Site No. 3, Photo 31) designed by W.H. Lightfoot. Though 
somewhat understated, both e x h i b i t exceptional design and d e t a i l i n g and, 
because of t h e i r a r c h i t e c t u r a l significance, are contributing structures 
to the d i s t r i c t . Holy Cross Episcopal Church has recently received an 
unusually sympathetic chapel addition connected to the main structure by 
a covered arcade. The well-designed addition respects the s t y l e , scale, 
materials, and q u a l i t y of the o r i g i n a l e d i f i c e . 

The d i s t r i c t also contains non-contributing structures, including a 
few modern bric k homes along Church Street as well as modern brick 
houses and apartment complexes along South Main. The major intrusions 
w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t are two apartment complexes at 554 South Main and 
575 South Main (CS Site No. 49, Photo 47) while other smaller and less 
in t r u s i v e non-contributing structures are located on 12th Street S.W. 
and 3rd Street S.E. The l a t t e r are s i t e d on rear l o t s which 
h i s t o r i c a l l y contained outbuildings or servants' houses associated with 
much larger residences. 
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PERIOD: 1800-1899; 1900-
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE: Architecture 
SPECIFIC DATES: 1868-1937 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

The Church Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t contains the f i n e s t 
concentration of s i g n i f i c a n t l a t e 19th- and early 20th-century 
residences i n Paris, and i s one of the most noteworthy neighborhoods i n 
northeastern Texas. Additi o n a l l y , the d i s t r i c t has been home of some of 
the most distinguished and i n f l u e n t i a l c i t i z e n s of the region. With a 
high percentage of contributing structures, the Church Street H i s t o r i c 
D i s t r i c t retains both i t s h i s t o r i c character and i n t e g r i t y . 

The D i s t r i c t l i e s immediately south of the Paris Commercial 
Histor i c D i s t r i c t on r e l a t i v e l y f l a t , wooded t e r r a i n . Church and South 
Main streets, l a i d out i n the early days of Paris, were primary a r t e r i a l 
streets t h a t connected the south side with the commercial d i s t r i c t . The 
Episcopal, Presbyterian, and Baptist churches, from which Church Street 
apparently took i t s name, are s t i l l located on the northern end of the 
street near downtown. 

The 1885 bird's-eye map of Paris, as well as contemporaneous 
Sanborn Company maps, indicate that a century ago (as today) the Church 
Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t was a neighborhood of substantial one- and two-
story residences executed i n a va r i e t y of ec l e c t i c a r c h i t e c t u r a l styles. 
At the rear of some of the residences, servants quarters faced present-
day 1st St. S.W. and 3rd St. S.E. 

The 1916 f i r e devastated large parts of the d i s t r i c t . Most of the 
structures along South Main Street and i n the 400 block of South Church 
Street were l o s t except fo r the Scott-Roden Mansion, which was saved 
only with considerable e f f o r t . The neighborhood was promptly r e b u i l t 
and s t i l l retained i t s popularity and high prestige image. While some 
smaller houses ex i s t i n a l l parts of the d i s t r i c t , i t i s the larger 
houses on ample l o t s that dominate. Thus the present h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t 
i s s i g n i f i c a n t both fo r i t s c o n t i n u i t y and d i v e r s i t y . The d i v e r s i t y 
results from the sampling of popular e c l e c t i c a r c h i t e c t u r a l styles 
dating roughly over a f i f t y - y e a r period, while the cont i n u i t y results 
from s i m i l a r i t y i n r e s i d e n t i a l use, scale, setback, association, and 
landscaping. The continuous canopies of mature trees i s an especially 
important un i f y i n g feature. 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , the d i s t r i c t contains one of the best examples of 
the High Victor i a n I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e i n the state (CS Site No. 32, Photo 
42), as well as a monumental hybrid mansion with Jugendstil elements (CS 
Site No. 7, Photo 33) unexpected i n Texas. Excellent examples of 
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Bungalow and P r a i r i e School houses (CS Site Nos. 43, 50 and 53), 
Jacobethan (CS Site No. 18), Mediterranean (CS Site No. 43), and 
Colonial Revival (CS Site No. 37) residences; two Gothic Revival 
churches (CS Site Nos. 1 and 3); and a "Swiss Chalet" (CS Site No. 5) 
are located here. With the exception of the two i n t r u s i v e apartment 
houses (CS Site No. 49, Photo 47, and no. 56), most structures 
c l a s s i f i e d as non-contributing are post-1937, single-family residences, 
usually of some q u a l i t y , which i n time may contribute t o the d i s t r i c t ' s 
h i s t o r i c a l significance. 

H i s t o r i c a l l y , the Church Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t has been the home 
of many worthy and well-known Parisians. These include Confederate 
General and U.S. Senator Samuel Bell Maxey (CS Site No. 32), 
entrepreneur and philanth r o p i s t J.J. Culbertson (CS Site No. 43), Paris 
c a p i t a l i s t Rufus Fenner Scott (CS Site No. 7), and j u r i s t William Henry 
Lightfoot (CS Site No. 29). Today the Church Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
has retained much of i t s h i s t o r i c popularity as homes of distinguished 
individuals. 

The following are some of the important buildings which 
characterize the d i s t r i c t : 

Samuel Bell Maxey State H i s t o r i c Site (CS Site No. 32, Photo 42, 
National Register 1971). This High Victorian I t a l i a n a t e residence was 
home of Samuel Bell Maxey, Confederate General and U.S. Senator. The 
main block of the 1868 dwelling, however, i s an essentially Greek 
Revival plan with i n t r i c a t e wood d e t a i l s imported from New Orleans. The 
structure i s operated currently as a biographical h i s t o r i c a l house 
museum by the Texas Parks and W i l d l i f e Department. 

Scott-Roden Mansion (CS Site No. 7, Photo 33, National Register 
1983). This flamboyant, two-and-a h a l f - s t o r y structure was designed by 
J.L. Wees, then of St. Louis, f o r Rufus and Margaret Van Zandt Scott. 
I t displays P r a i r i e School and rare Jugendstil influence and barely 
escaped the 1916 f i r e . The house has been a funeral home since 1937. 

Holy Cross Episcopal Church. Old Parish H a l l , and Rectory (CS Site 
No. 3, Photo 31), ca. 1917. Financed i n part by Anglophilic cotton 
merchants. Holy Cross Church was said t o have been modeled on a English 
church. The sanctuary i s i n excellent condition and features a fin e 
Gothic Revival i n t e r i o r . A recent r e p l i c a t i v e addition, too recently 
b u i l t t o q u a l i f y as contributing, i s joined t o the sanctuary by an 
arcade of Gothic arches. The old parish h a l l i s s i m i l a r l y linked by a 
arcade. The nearby Jacobethan rectory harmonizes with the architecture 
of the church. Both i t and the old parish h a l l are considered 
contributing elements i n the nomination. 
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Lightfoot House (CS Site No. 29, Photo 41). This Victorian house 
with two-tiered Eastlake verandah was b u i l t i n 1876 f o r attorney William 
Henry Lightfoot and his f i r s t wife, Dora Rowell Maxey, whose adopted 
parents l i v e d opposite. The house i s now a Recorded Texas H i s t o r i c 
Landmark. 

J.J. Culbertson House (CS Site No. 43, Photo 45). This very 
substantial two-story P r a i r i e Style residence with Mediterranean 
features was b u i l t i n 1921. Designed by Tulsa ar c h i t e c t A.J. Knapp for 
phila n t h r o p i s t / c a p i t a l i s t J.J. Culbertson, i t features a basement 
swimming pool and preserves excellent i n t e r i o r woodwork. 

Main Street stone bungalows (CS sit e s 50, 53; Photo 46). These 
exceptional and substantial bungalows display broad porches, f i n e 
stonework, and recessed second f l o o r s . 

J.D. Crook House This five-bay, two-story Georgian Revival 
structure i s t y p i c a l of upper middle-class houses of i t s date, since the 
style occurs i n suburbs throughout many parts of the country. I t was 
the home of c i v i c leader J.D. Crook. 
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CHURCH STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT 
LIST OF PROPERTIES 

Cla s s i f i c a t i o n : C= Contributing 
N= Non contributing 

S i t e No Photo No Address Class 

CHURCH STREET 

1 32 309 Church c 
2 325 Church C 
3 31 340 Church c 
4 345 Church c 
5 34 414 Church c 
6 436 Church c 
7 33 425 Church c 
8 36 507 Church c 
9 35 508 Church c 
10 523 Church c 
11 49 524 Church c 
12 538 Church N 
13 543 Church c 
14 554 Church c 
15 559 Church c 
16 574 Church c 
17 48 575 Church N 
18 37 606 Church C 
19 37 624 Church c 
20 629 Church c 
21 642 Church N 
22 643 Church c 
23 655 Church c 
24 38,39 709 Church C 
25 38 721 Church C 
26 38,40 722 Church C 
27 38 733 Church C 
28 38 745 Church C 
29 38,41 746 Church C 
30 38 757 Church c 
31 801 Church c 
32 42 812 Church c 
33 813 Church c 
34 823 Church c 
35 833 Church c 
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36 
37 
38 
39 
40 

847 
854 
913 
926 
931 

Church 
Church 
Church 
Church 
Church 

c 
C 
C 
N 

c 

SOUTH MAIN 

41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 

45 

47 
46 

46 
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509 
528 
531 
541 
547 
554 
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607 
608 
618 
621 
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743 

S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 

Main 
Main 
Main 
Main 
Main 
Main 
Main 
Main 
Main 
Main 
Main 
Main 
Main 
Main 
Main 
Main 
Main 
Main 
Main 
Main 

C 
N 
C 
N 
C 
c 
c 
c 
N 
c 
N 
C 
c 
c 
c 
N 
c 
c 
c 
c 

1st STREET SW 

61 
62 
63 
64 

605 
615 
647 
711 

1st SW 
1st SW 
1st SW 
1st SW 

N 
C 
C 
N 

3RD STREET 

65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 

346 
344 
628 
638 
648 
658 
722 

3rd SE 
3rd SE 
3rd SE 
3rd SE 
3rd SE 
3rd SE 
3rd SE 

C 
C 
c 
c 
N 
N 
C 
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SHERMAN 

72 50 E. Sherman N 
73 44 105 E Sherman C 
74 44 115 E Sherman C 

BRAME 

75 24 W Brame C 
76 34 W Brame C 
77 103 E Brame C 

WASHINGTON 

78 60 W Washington N 
79 101 E Washington C 
80 111 E Washingron C 
81 121 E Washington c 
82 236 E Washington N 
83 245 E Washington C 

END 
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NAME: PARIS COMMERCIAL HISTORIC DISTRICT, 
PARIS, LAMAR COUNTY, TEXAS 

Location: The Paris Commercial H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t l i e s i n the c i t y ' s 
central business area. The d i s t r i c t i s roughly bounded by Price 
Street on the north, Sherman Street on the south, 3rd St. N.E. and 
S.E. on the east, and 4th St. N.W. and S.W. on the west. 

Acreage: Approximately 60 acres 

Verbal Boundary Description and J u s t i f i c a t i o n : 

The boundary of the Paris Commercial H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i s 
i d e n t i f i e d on the accompanying map of the d i s t r i c t . S t arting at the 
intersection of West Sherman and 2nd St. S.W.; go north along the 
centerline of 2nd St. S.W. two blocks to Kaufman Street; thence two 
blocks west along the centerline of Kaufman St. t o 4th St. S.W. Thence 
two blocks north along the centerline of 4th St. S.W./N.W. to Bonham St. 
Thence one block east along the centerline of Bonham Street to 3rd St. 
N.W. Thence one block north along the centerline of 3rd St. N.W. to 
Houston St. Thence two blocks east along the centerline of Houston St. 
to 1st St. N.W.; thence one block north along the centerline of 1st St. 
N.W. to Price St.; thence two blocks east along the centerline of Price 
St. to 1st St. N.E., thence one block south along the centerline of 1st 
St. N.E. to Houston St. Thence two blocks west along the centerline of 
Houston St. t o 3rd St. N.E.; thence three blocks south along the center-
l i n e of 3rd St., N.E./S.E. to Kaufman; thence two blocks south along the 
centerline of Kaufman St. t o 1st St. S.E.; thence two blocks south along 
the centerline of 1st St. S.E. to Sherman St.; thence three blocks west 
along the centerline of Sherman St. to the point of beginning. 

This 28 block area i s a well-defined and v i s u a l l y cohesive commer­
c i a l d i s t r i c t with more than 150 r e l a t i v e l y i n t a c t and well preserved 
commercial and public buildings. There are 88 contributing buildings 
and 64 non-contributing. Structures b u i l t as early as 1895 can be found 
i n the d i s t r i c t , but most date from 1916-1920 and were constructed to 
replace structures l o s t i n the great f i r e of March 21, 1916. L i t t l e new 
construction has occurred i n the area since that time. The c o n t r i ­
buting structures are one and two-story masonry buildings designed i n 
commercial styles popular i n the early 20th Century. The Plaza, 
Bywaters Park, and Market Square are also considered contributing 
elements. 

Church Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t borders the d i s t r i c t t o the south; 
to the west and north are r e l a t i v e l y stable r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhoods. 
To the east i s an area f i l l e d with new one-story o f f i c e buildings and 
renovated housing converted to o f f i c e and r e t a i l uses. 
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PARIS COMMERCIAL HISTORIC DISTRICT 

CATEGORY: District 

OWNERSHIP: Public; Private 

STATUS: Occupied; Unoccupied 

ACCESSIBLE: yes; re s t r i c t e d 
yes; unrestricted 

PRESENT USE: commercial 
entertainment 
government 
park 
religious 

CONDITION: excellent 
good 
f a i r 

altered 
unaltered 

a l l o r i g i n a l sites 

UTM REFERENCE: A. 14/262620/3727520 
B. 14/263220/3727500 
C. 14/262620/3726900 
D. 14/263220/3726840 
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DESCRIPTION: 

The T-shaped d i s t r i c t encompuses most of the area t r a d i t i o n a l l y 
associated with the commercial and governmental l i f e of Paris. The 
blocks are l a i d out i n a g r i d pattern centered on the Plaza, the s i t e of 
founder George Wright's store. The land i s f l a t with a s l i g h t r i s e 
between Austin Street and the Plaza with vegetation largely confined to 
ornamental plantings around a few buildings, the Plaza, and Bywaters 
Park. 

The commercial d i s t r i c t has undergone several d i s t i n c t 
incarnations. I n 1877 f i r e o b l i t e r a t e d the e a r l i e s t commercial 
structures and C i v i l War era buildings. In 1916, f i r e again swept 
through the downtown almost e n t i r e l y destroying the High Victorian 
commercial buildings. With a few exceptions, the structures e x i s t i n g 
today resulted from the post-1916 building boom. Popular 20th Century 
commercial a r c h i t e c t u r a l styles are represented. The r e l a t i v e l y few new 
buildings that have been b u i l t s t i l l r e f l e c t the scale of e a r l i e r 
structures. 

Major public buildings and f a c i l i t i e s were relocated i n 1873 and 
1916 w i t h i n the c i t y ' s g r i d , an unusual occurrance i n town planning. 
The Plaza was the s i t e of founder George Wright's store (c. 1840) and 
l a t e r the Lamar County Courthouse. The Courthouse was relocated i n 1873 
to i t s present s i t e a block north of the Plaza. I n 1916 Bywaters Park 
and Market Square were s i t e d two blocks south of the Plaza i n 
complementary positions and i n accordance with the 1914 recommendations 
of planner W.H. Dunn. 

Midwestern a r c h i t e c t u r a l movements such as the P r a i r i e School and 
Beaux Arts styles, popular a f t e r the turn of the century, strongly 
influenced Paris both before and a f t e r the f i r e of 1916. Located only 
15 miles south of the Oklahoma border, Paris had very strong l i n k s i n 
commerce, transportation, and general culture with the Midwest and 
p a r t i c u l a r l y with St. Louis. I n addition, the town was at the peak of 
i t s prosperity and optimism during that era, and l o c a l developers and 
investors were able to undertake more ambitious projects than could 
developers i n neighboring counties. 

Thus, an exceptional assemblage of public buildings influenced by 
the Ecole des Beaux Arts were b u i l t between 1916 and 1931. These 
include the Classical Revival Lamar County Courthouse (CHD Site No. 143, 
Photos 59 and 60), the City Hall and Fire Station (CHD Site No. 174, 
Photo 72), the Paris Public Library (CHD Site No. 165, Photo 69), the 
U.S. Post Office and Courthouse (CHD Site No. 61, Photo 71), the 
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Culbertson Fountain (CHD Site No. 1, Photo 50) i n the Plaza, and the 
Peristyle (CHD Site No. 164, Photo 70) i n Bywaters Park. Commercial 
structures c l a s s i c a l l y influenced include the f i v e - s t o r y Liberty 
National Bank Building (CHD Site No. 6, Photo 52) and the old Farmers 
Bank (CHD Site No. 22, Photo 55). 

P r a i r i e School influence i s found i n many buildings i n the 
d i s t r i c t . The F i r s t National Bank Building, the Gibralter Hotel, and 
the Belford Apartments (CHD Site No. 162, Photo 67) are medium-rise 
structures with noteworthy P r a i r i e School elements i n t h e i r bracketing 
and other d e t a i l i n g . On a smaller scale, commercial buildings such as 
those found on the north side of the 100 block of East Lamar Avenue (CHD 
Site Nos. 54, 57-59; Photo 65) demonstrate d i s t i n c t i v e P r a i r i e School 
d e t a i l i n g . 

Other styles are also represented. The Plaza Theater (CHD Site No. 
18, Photo 53) and the old Alexander's Book Store (CHD Site No. 149, 
Photo 63) demonstrate Spanish Colonial Revival influence, while the 
Lamar County Courthouse (CHD Site No. 143, Photos 59, 60) retains i t s 
e a r l i e r Richardsonian Romanesque entryways. Perhaps the most unexpected 
of a l l i s the f i n e Late Gothic Revival Scott Building (CHD Site No. 48, 
Photos 57 and 58). Additi o n a l l y , the d i s t r i c t contains one contributing 
church, the e c l e c t i c - s t y l e d Congregational Church (CHD Site No. 168), 
and a bungalow (CHD Site No. 167). 

The rare pre-1916 survivors i n the d i s t r i c t include the 1895 Dixon 
Building (CHD Site no. 68), the c.1910 Rodgers-Wade Warehouse (CHD Site 
no. 69), the c.1900 Dulaney Building (CHD Site No. 123, Photo 66), the 
Gibralter Hotel (CHD Site No. 161, Photo 68), and the c.1912 F i r s t 
National Bank Building (CHD Site No. 62, Photo 50). 

A l l public buildings and structures except the High School remain 
i n t a c t , and the Courthouse, F i r s t National Bank Building, Liberty 
National Bank Building, and Gibralter Hotel s t i l l define the downtown 
skyline. A majority of the commercial structures are i n t a c t above the 
f i r s t f l o o r , although several structures have had false fronts applied 
i n recent decades. Vacant property and parking l o t s occur i n parts of 
the d i s t r i c t , p a r t i c u l a r l y near Market Square. 

The assemblage of commercial buildings found i n Paris, dating for 
the most part a f t e r the 1916 f i r e , would not be unusual i n a West Texas 
oil-boom town of that period, but i s extraordinary i n one of the oldest 
c i t i e s i n northeastern Texas. 
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PERIOD: 1800-1899; 1900-
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE: Architecture, Commerce, Community Planning 
SPECIFIC DATES: 1895-1936 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

The Paris Commercial H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t includes the o r i g i n a l town 
s i t e and encompasses most of Paris' large commercial center today. This 
28 block area i s a well-defined and v i s u a l l y cohesive commercial 
d i s t r i c t with over 150 r e l a t i v e l y i n t a c t and well-preserved buildings. 
There are 110 contributing buildings and 44 non-contributing. Structures 
dated as early as 1895 can be found i n the d i s t r i c t , but most date from 
1916-1920 and were constructed to replace structures l o s t i n the great 
f i r e of March 21, 1916. L i t t l e new construction has occurred i n the 
area since that time. 

The town was created i n 1844, when George Wright designated 50 
acres out of his 1000-acre parcel f o r the townsite. The land was 
surveyed i n a g r i d pattern with a central square which became a proper 
set t i n g f o r a new county courthouse, as i n most county seats i n Texas. 
Paris was located on a natural east-west ridge separating the Red and 
Sulphur r i v e r s . This ridge also became the route f o r the Central 
National Road of the Republic of Texas which passed through downtown 
Paris on what i s now Bonham Street. Although the ridge i s not evident 
as a dramatic r i s e i n elevation w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t , the slope i s 
noticeable from the town square t o Austin Street. 

The evolution of the commercial d i s t r i c t was si m i l a r t o that of 
many Texas towns during the l a t e 19th century. From 1845 to 1864, 
buildings were l i k e l y constructed of hand-hewn wooden members and 
siding. More substantial structures with High Victor i a n I t a l i a n a t e 
influences were constructed between 1864-1877 as a r e s u l t of the booming 
cotton industry and the a r r i v a l of railroads. The courthouse s i t e was 
moved one block north of the square i n 1873, and i n 1877 f i r e destroyed 
13 acres of commercial buildings around the square. A new f i r e code was 
passed requiring a l l new structures t o be of br i c k or stone. Early 
photographs of the downtown reveal very high q u a l i t y buildings with 
Victorian, Gothic Revival, I t a l i a n a t e , and Second Empire influences. 

In 1914, the Board of Trade and the Progressive Club retained W.H. 
Dunn, a landscape a r c h i t e c t , to produce a plan f o r Paris' future growth. 
Of the many recommendations made by Dunn, only one was followed-the 
relocation of the central market square several blocks southwest t o 
allow f o r the creation of a formal public plaza. That year two major 
buildings, t a l l e r than a l l others, were completed: the Gibralter Hotel, 
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" f i n e s t hotel t h i s side of Dallas"; and the F i r s t National Bank at the 
northwest corner of the square (Plaza). Both r e f l e c t e d high-quality 
design showing contemporary influences from the Midwest (St. Louis, 
Chicago, and Kansas City) and i n p a r t i c u l a r , the work of architect Louis 
Sullivan. 

A single event, the f i r e of March 21, 1916, caused a profound 
h i s t o r i c a l and a r c h i t e c t u r a l change i n present downtown Paris. The 
blaze so e f f e c t i v e l y cleared the area that only f i v e major buildings 
survived and are s t i l l standing today. The most notable 19th Century 
buildings which survive are the Dulaney Building (CHD Site No. 123, 
Photo 66) at the southwest corner of 1st Street S.W. and Kaufman, and 
the Dixon Building (CHD Site No. 68), a commercial warehouse. The only 
other buildings to survive the f i r e were the F i r s t National Bank (CHD 
Site No. 62, Photo 50), the Gibralter Hotel (CHD Site No. 161, Photo 
68), the Belford Apartments (CHD Site No. 162, Photo 67), and the 
Rogers-Wade Warehouse (CHD Site No. 69). Because of t h e i r r e l a t i v e l y 
early construction dates, and having survived the f i r e , these buildings 
have a special h i s t o r i c a l significance i n the downtown commercial 
d i s t r i c t . 

Paris i n i t i a t e d an incredibly rapid rebuilding e f f o r t a f t e r the 
f i r e . I n the f i v e years from 1916 t o 1920, the commercial/municipal 
d i s t r i c t was r e b u i l t almost completely. Because the buildings were 
designed by architects strongly influenced by the same Midwestern 
arc h i t e c t u r a l trends, the downtown was created with remarkable harmony. 
The new buildings were compatible i n design, scale, material and d e t a i l , 
yet i n d i v i d u a l l y expressed through the v a r i e t y of then-popular 
ar c h i t e c t u r a l styles. 

The predominate s t y l e used i n the reconstruction was the 
contemporary commercial s t y l e then t h r i v i n g i n the midwestern c i t i e s of 
Chicago, St. Louis and Kansas City, and which was inspired by the work 
of master a r c h i t e c t Louis Sullivan. Paris buildings influenced by his 
work include the many 2-story br i c k structures terminated with a f l a t or 
boldly projecting cornice which creates a pleasing pedestrian scale 
throughout downtown. Relief ornament of stone or concrete, appearing 
mostly on cornices or p i l a s t e r c a p i t a l s , i s often found with t h i s s t y l e . 
The best examples of t h i s s t y l e are the F i r s t National Bank (CHD Site 
No. 62, Photo 50), Gibralter Hotel (CHD Site No. 161, Photo 68), Belford 
Apartments (CHD Site 162, Photo 67), and a small commercial building at 
the northwest corner of 1st Street N.E. and Bonham (CHD Site No. 542, 
Photo 64). 

The designs of many of the important commercial and i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
structures were influenced by the Beaux Arts Movement. Several 
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date entered • Continuation sheet Item number A l l Page 47 outstanding examples of classicism surviving include the City Hall and Central Fire Station (CHD Site No. 174, Photo 72), the Lamar County Courthouse (CHD Site No. 143, Photos 59 and 60), Liberty National Bank (CHD Site No. 6, Photo 52), the old Farmers Bank (CHD Site No. 22, Photo 55), and the Margraves Building (CHD Site No. 25, Photos 55, 56). The most a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y sophisticated buildings i n the downtown commercial d i s t r i c t are those designed by architect J.L. Wees. Wees was born i n Austria, became a Paris resident, and produced some of the c i t y ' s most s i g n i f i c a n t architecture. The most d i s t i n c t i v e examples of his work downtown are the R.F. Scott Building (CHD Site No. 48, Photo 57, and the 1931 Paris Public Library (CHD Site No. 165, Photo 70) which was donated t o the c i t y by J.J. Culbertson. The l i b r a r y i s located across from Bywaters Park where the Wees-designed Peristyle (CHD Site No.167, Photo 70) i s s i t e d . The Plaza fountain (CHD Site No. 1, Photo 50), on which the e n t i r e downtown commercial d i s t r i c t appears to focus, was also designed by Wees. Another g i f t to Paris from J.J. Culbertson, the fountain was completed i n 1927 and symbolizes the culmination of the rebuilding e f f o r t accomplished by the c i t y . To many people, i t i s the most memorable landmark i n the c i t y . Paris took advantage of the open land made available as a r e s u l t of the f i r e of 1916 to make s i g n i f i c a n t improvements to the functioning and appearance of the business d i s t r i c t . After the county courthouse was moved from the central square i n 1873, the square was used as the public market place, which caused considerable crowding and confusion downtown on market days. To improve t h i s s i t u a t i o n , i t was decided to landscape the e x i s t i n g square and establish both a park and a market square two blocks to the south. Thus, Bywaters Park was created i n an area bounded by S. Main, Sherman, Austin, and S.E. 1st Streets, and a new public market was created two blocks t o the west on land bounded by 1st Street SW, 2nd Street SW, Austin, and Sherman. The new Market Square appears to have always been open land. Although e a r l i e r curbing and street improvements survive, the surface i s presently asphalted. A majority of the associated vending structures once found on the east side of 1st Street SW have been destroyed. Bywaters Park has long been a f a v o r i t e meeting place of the people of Paris. The recently refurbished Peristyle has been the scene f o r decades of band performances and the Park s t i l l has a very high v i s i b i l i t y i n the c i t y . Although very few buildings have been constructed i n the commercial d i s t r i c t since 1930, some facades have been modernized with the changing tastes of mercantilism. I n most cases the a l t e r a t i o n was accomplished by covering the o r i g i n a l facade with metal panels or plaster. Usually 
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l i t t l e or no s t r u c t u r a l a l t e r a t i o n or damage occurred and i n almost 
every instance, those facades can be restored. Because the Paris' 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the National Trust/Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission Main 
Street Program, l o c a l i n t e r e s t has greatly increased i n the sympathetic 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n of the early 20th-century commercial buildings. I t i s 
expected that o r i g i n a l commercial facades w i l l be restored i n the 
future. 

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANCE BY AREA 

COMMERCE 

Paris and i t s downtown d i s t r i c t has always served as the commercial 
center f o r Lamar County and much of the northeast Texas region. 
Commerce i n Paris developed around the cotton industry which thrived 
through the mid-20th century. The desire and commitment t o rebuild the 
town a f t e r the two great f i r e s of 1887 and 1916 attes t s t o the strength 
and importance of the l o c a l economy. 

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

The downtown d i s t r i c t includes 50 acres donated by c i t y founder 
George Wright, from which the o r i g i n a l 25 blocks of the c i t y were 
formed. The o r i g i n a l plan, with i t s central public square i n a g r i d 
pattern oriented t o the cardinal d i r e c t i o n s , has been retained 
throughout the h i s t o r i c a l and ar c h i t e c t u r a l development of Paris. The 
relocation of the courthouse away from the square i n 1873, and the post-
1916 creation of Market Square and Bywaters Park are exceptional events 
i n Texas c i t i e s the size of Paris. 

ARCHITECTURE 

The Paris Commercial H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t contains a high 
concentration of early 20th-century commercial structures r e f l e c t i n g a 
range of popular a r c h i t e c t u r a l styles. The buildings represent a narrow 
time span, since the f i r e i n 1916 destroyed most of the previous 
downtown area. The architecture i s v i s u a l l y cohesive and harmoniously 
scaled, yet i n d i v i d u a l l y expressive with most buildings displaying 
superb design and craftsmanship. The public buildings, fountains, and 
the Peristyle, greatly influenced by the Beaux Arts movement, are 
p a r t i c u l a r l y s i g n i f i c a n t . 

Notable buildings, structures and objects which characterize the 
d i s t r i c t include: 
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The Lamar County Courthouse (CHD Site No. 143, Photos 59 and 60). 
A raised, four-story c i v i c b uilding done i n Classical Revival s t y l e , was 
designed by the prominent Fort Worth a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i r m of Sanguinet & 
Staats i n 1916. This structure replaced the gutted courthouse of 1895, 
designed by the former Fort Worth partnership of Messer and Sanguinet. 
The Romanesque arches and heavy r u s t i c a t i o n of the e a r l i e r courthouse 
were incorporated i n t o the 1916 structure, creating an i n t e r e s t i n g 
s t y l i s t i c j u x t a p o s i t i o n . 

Paris City Hall and Fire Station (CHD Site No. 174, Photo 72). 
A two-story Beaux Arts b u i l d i n g designed i n 1917 by l o c a l architects 
Curtis, Broad & Lightfoot, features a profusion of bas-relief swags, 
medallions, and p i l a s t e r s . Today i t continues to serve i t s o r i g i n a l 
purpose. Because of l o c a l experience with devastating f i r e s , the 1917 
f i r e s t a t i o n must have been viewed as a very important building. 

Paris Public Library (CHD Site No. 165, Photo 69). An elegant, 
one-story, five-bay building funded by phil a n t h r o p i s t J.J. Culbertson. 
B u i l t i n 1931, the l i b r a r y was designed by Paris a r c h i t e c t J.L. Wees. 
Unlike many h i s t o r i c public l i b r a r i e s i n Texas, the Paris Library i s 
s t i l l used f o r i t s o r i g i n a l purpose. 

United States Post Office and Courthouse (CHD Site No. 61, Photo 
71). A substantial, two-story, b r i c k structure demonstrating 
Classical/Mediterranean Revival influence. Another of the s i g n i f i c a n t 
Paris public buildings b u i l t a f t e r the 1916 f i r e , the structure was 
constructed i n two phases (upper f l o o r s and lower floors) i n the 1920s. 

The Peristyle i n Bywaters Park (CHD Site No. 164, Photo 70). A 
roofless, U-plan structure consisting of 12 Doric columns supporting a 
f u l l entablature and one s o l i d wall surmounted by a pediment. Another 
Wees project, i t has been a Paris landmark since i t s construction. 

Culbertson Fountain (CHD Site No. 1, Photo 50). Located i n the 
central square, i t was designed by J.L. Wees i n 1927 and donated to the 
c i t y by J.J. Culbertson. B u i l t on the s i t e of an early Lamar County 
Courthouse and the public market, the Fountain epitomizes the City 
Beautiful movement l o c a l l y and features Art Nouveau elements as w e l l . 

The Scott Building (CHD Site No. 48, Photos 57 and 58). An 
extraordinary two-story Gothic Revival commercial bui l d i n g designed by 
J.L. Wees for his f i r s t Paris patron, c a p i t a l i s t Rufus F. Scott. 
Unexpected i n a c i t y the size of Paris, the 1917 Scott Building retains 
i t s h i s t o r i c character and i n t e g r i t y . 
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The Gibralter Hotel (CHD Site No. 1612, Photo 68). One of Paris' 
three medium-rise buildings, i t i s a seven-story structure completed 
before the 1916 f i r e . The hotel's kitchens survived the conflagration 
and helped feed the homeless. Massive brackets on the s i x t h f l o o r are 
the most s t r i k i n g element i n the bui l d i n g . 

The F i r s t National Bank Building (CHD Site No. 62, Photo 50). 
Designed by architects G r i f f i t h & Barglebaugh, i t has long been 
important t o the commercial l i f e of the c i t y and county. I t s 
reconstruction a f t e r g u t t i n g i n the 1916 f i r e was the source of local 
boasting. 

100 Block of Lamar N.E. (CHD si t e s nos. 54, 57, 58, and 59; Photo 
65). I t contains several two-story commercial structures with modest 
Pra i r i e School d e t a i l i n g b u i l t c. 1920. The same buil d i n g heights and 
rhythm of window openings create a monolithic appearance on the 
blockface. Such a high degree of uniformity i n neighboring structures 
was made possible because of the massive rebuilding necessitated by the 
1916 f i r e . 

The Old Farmers Bank Building (Texas State Optical; CHD Site No. 
22, Photo 55). A f i n e , diminutive, Beaux Arts bank b u i l t i n 1917. In 
spite of some unfortunate changes, i t helps define the h i s t o r i c 
character of the east side of the square. 

The Plaza Theater (CHD Site No. 18, Photo 53). An extraordinary 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l hybrid. The second f l o o r features a series of pylons, 
arcades, and signs, a l l semicircular on top. Both Spanish Colonial 
Revival and Modeme influences can be seen. 

Staples Jewelers (CHD Site No. 27, Photo 62). S i g n i f i c a n t as a 
Paris commercial i n s t i t u t i o n . The building has one of the most i n t a c t 
h i s t o r i c i n t e r i o r s of any i n the d i s t r i c t . 

Old Alexander's Book Store (CHD Site No. 149, Photo 63). An 
energetic commercial i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the Spanish Colonial Revival, i t 
housed a book store operated by the Alexander family i n i t s early years, 
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PARIS COMMERCIAL HISTORIC DISTRICT 

L i s t of Properties 
including Pertinent Information 

S i t e No Photo No Address Cl a s s i 

PLAZA 

1 50 Central Plaza c 
2 51 3-7 S Plaza N 
3 51 11 S Plaza N 
4 51 17 S Plaza N 
5 51 21 S Plaza N 
6 51,52 35 W Plaza C 
7 54 2 w Plaza C 
8 54 8 w Plaza c 
9 54 12,18 w Plaza N 
10 54 22 w Plaza N 
11 54 28 w Plaza N 
12 54 32 w Plaza c 
13 54 38 w Plaza c 
14 53 4,6 N Plaza c 
15 53 10,12 N Plaza N 
16 53 16,20 N Plaza N 
17 53 26,30 N Plaza C 
18 53 36,38,40 N Plaza C 
19 55 5 E Plaza c 
20 55 7 E Plaza N 
21 55 9 E Plaza N 
22 55 15 E Plaza C 
23 55 25 E Plaza c 
24 55 29 E Plaza c 
25 55,56 37 E Plaza c 

CLARKSVILLE 

26 56,61, 2,4 C l a r k s v i l l e c 
27 56,61,62 6 C l a r k s v i l l e c 
28 56,61 10 C l a r k s v i l l e c 
29 56,61 14,16 C l a r k s v i l l e c 
30 17 C l a r k s v i l l e c 
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31 56,61 20,24 C l a r k s v i l l e C 
32 21 C l a r k s v i l l e N 
33 56 26 C l a r k s v i l l e N 
34 27 C l a r k s v i l l e N 
35 56 30 C l a r k s v i l l e N 
36 56 36,38 C l a r k s v i l l e C 
37 37 C l a r k s v i l l e C 
38 102 C l a r k s v i l l e C 
39 108-130 C l a r k s v i l l e C 
40 115 C l a r k s v i l l e C 
41 119 C l a r k s v i l l e C 
42 123 C l a r k s v i l l e N/V 
43 136,138 C l a r k s v i l l e N 
44 208 C l a r k s v i l l e N 
45 222 C l a r k s v i l l e C 
46 207 C l a r k s v i l l e N /V 
47 223-235 C l a r k s v i l l e N /V 

LAMAR 

48 57,58 7 Lamar C 
49 58 21 Lamar N 
50 22 Lamar C 
51 39 Lamar C 
52 64 39 Lamar c 
53 115 Lamar c 

@lst St SE 
54 65 101,105 Lamar c 
55 102,104 Lamar c 
56 108 Lamar c 
57 65 111-135 Lamar c 
58 65 111-135 Lamar c 
59 65 111-135 Lamar c 
60 74 138 Lamar N 
61 71 231 Lamar c 

BONHAM STREET 

62 50 104,108,112 Bonham c 
63 116-120 Bonham c 
64 122 Bonham c 
65 123 Bonham c 
66 130 Bonham c 
67 131-139 Bonham c 
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68 136 Bonham c 
69 201 Bonham c 
70 202-206 Bonham N 
71 210 Bonham N 
72 218 Bonham N 
73 221 Bonham C 
74 226 Bonham N 
75 230 Bonham N /V 
76 250 Bonham C 
77 Parking l o t Bonham N /V 
78 301 Bonham C 
79 325 Bonham c 
80 333 Bonham c 
81 Not Used 
82 347 Bonham N 
83 349 Bonham N 
84 Not Used 
85 367 Bonham c 

GRAND STREET 

86 101 Grand c 
87 107 Grand c 
88 122 Grand c 
89 136 Grand c 
90 2nd SW & Grand N/V 
91 201-205 Grand c 
92 211 Grand c 
93 215 Grand c 
94 223 Grand c 
95 230 Grand N /V 
96 231 Grand N 
97 302 Grand c 
98 354-356 Grand c 

W. KAUFMAN STREET 

99 18 W Kaufman c 
100 201 W Kaufman N/V 
101 232 w Kaufman c 
102 340 w Kaufman N/V 
103 350 w Kaufman c 
104 360 w Kaufman c 

Page 53 
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E. KAUFMAN 

105 

W. AUSTIN STREET 

36 E Kaufman 

106 
107 
108 
109 

PRICE 

110 
111 

126 
Not Used 
Not Used 
Not Used 

20, 28 
Not Used 

W A u s t i n 

Price 

3RD STREET 

112 202 3rd SW N/V 

2ND STREET 

113 
114 
115 

1ST STREET 

116 
117 
118 
119 73 
120 

124 
124 
235 

17 
21 
31-35 
38 
41 

2nd SW 
2nd SW 
2nd SW 

1st NW 
1st NW 
1st NW 
1st NW 
1st NW 

N 
N 
C 

N 
N 
C 
N 
C 

1ST SW 

121 
122 
123 
124 
125 
126 

66 

124 
134-138 
214 
225 
228 
246 

1st SW 
1st SW 
1st SW 
1st SW 
1st SW 
1st SW 

N 
C 
c 
c 
c 
c 
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127 258 1st SW C 
128 265 1st SW C 
129 268 1st SW C 
130 315 1st SW N /V 
131 319 1st SW N /V 
132 322 1st SW N /V 
133 322 1st SW N /V 
134 337 1st SW N /V 
135 407 1st SW C 
136 413-421 1st SW N 
137 425,433, 443 1st SW N 

N. MAIN 

138 15 N Main N 
139 31,33 N Main c 
140 37-39 N Main C 
141 50 N Main N 
142 102,116 N Main c 
143 59,60 119 N Main c 
144 120 N Main c 
145 124 N Main c 
146 130 N Main c 
147 134,140 N Main c 

S. MAIN 

148 120 S Main c 
149 63 123 s Main c 
150 124 s Main c 
151 129-137 s Main N 
152 132 s Main c 
153 134 s Main C 
154 201 s Main N/V 
155 208 s Main c 
156 221 s Main N 
157 226 s Main N 
158 250 s Main c 
159 251 s Main c 
160 254 s Main c 
161 68 265 s Main c 
162 67 274 s Main c 
163 308 s Main c 
164 70 Bywaters Park c 
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165 
166 
167 
168 

69 326 
402,406 
420 
422 

S 
S 
S 
S 

Main 
Main 
Main 
Main 

C 
c 
C 
c 

1ST NE 

169 
170 
171 

35 
P a r k i n g Lot 
129,141 

1 s t NE 

1 s t NE 

N 
N/V 
C 

1ST SE 

172 
173 
174 
175 

72 

109 
130 
135 
No Address 

1ST SE 
1 s t SE 
1 s t SE 

N 
N 
C 
N/V 

2ND NE 

176 
177 
178 
181 

END 

75 

26 2nd NE 
P a r k i n g Lot 
Market Square 
00 Block 2nd NE 

C 
N/V 
C 

*Sites marked wi th "V" f o r "Vacant" under the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n category were not 
counted as noncontributing propert ies . 
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NAME: PINE BLUFF/FITZHUGH HISTORIC DISTRICT 
PARIS, LAMAR COUNTY, TEXAS 

Location: The d i s t r i c t i s a large r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood located, 
roughly, i n the 500-900 blocks of Pine B l u f f , the 300-600 blocks of 
Fitzhugh, the southside of the 600-900 block of East Cherry, and 
the addresses 803, 925 and 936 of East Booth. 

Acreage: Approximately 21 acres 

Verbal Boundary Description and J u s t i f i c a t i o n : 

The boundary of the Pine Bluff/Fitzhugh (PF) H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i s 
i d e n t i f i e d on the accompanying map of the d i s t r i c t . Specific properties 
that f a l l i n the d i s t r i c t are l i s t e d below by Paris City block/lot 
numbers: 

Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 9A of Block 34; Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7, 8 and 9 of Block 35; Lots 1, 2, 3, and 4 of Block 36; Lots 4, 5, 
6, and 7 of Block 62; a l l of Block 64B; Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 
9 of Block 65; Lots 1, 2, and 3 of block 66; Lots 1, 2, 5 and 6 of Block 
66A; A l l of Block 67; Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 5A, 6, 7, 7A, and 8 of Block 
67A; Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, and 18 of Block 69. 

Boundaries were selected t o include the strongest concentration of 
ar c h i t e c t u r a l l y and h i s t o r i c a l l y associated structures i n the older 
r e s i d e n t i a l area northeast of downtown. To the south, the 1920s 
bungalows lack the scale and larger l o t s of the Pine B l u f f and Fitzhugh 
houses. The area t o the east along Pine B l u f f contains some fine 
individual houses but, l i k e the area to the west, i t has a much higher 
percentage of intrusions than does the present d i s t r i c t . The area 
northwest consists of generally nondescript l a t e r housing. 
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PINE BLUFF/FITZHUGH HISTORIC DISTRICT 

CATEGORY: D i s t r i c t 

OWNERSHIP: Public; Private 

STATUS: Occupied; Unoccupied 

ACCESSIBLE: yes; r e s t r i c t e d 
yes; unrestricted 

PRESENT USE: private residence 

CONDITION: excellent 
good 
f a i r 

altered 
unaltered 

a l l o r i g i n a l sites 

UTM REFERENCE: A. 14/263420/3728040 
B. 14/263000/3728000 
C. 14/263380/3727560 
D. 14/263980/3727540 
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DESCRIPTION: 

The Pine Bluff/Fitzhugh H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i s a L-shaped re s i d e n t i a l 
d i s t r i c t covering approximately six c i t y blocks. Of the 86 properties, 
70 are contributing and 16 are non-contributing. Most residences were 
b u i l t a f t e r the f i r e from 1916-1936 and r e f l e c t several a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
styles popular during and a f t e r the F i r s t World War. The two major 
thoroughfares of the d i s t r i c t are Pine B l u f f (which carried a streetcar 
l i n e t o downtown before 1935) running east-west and Fitzhugh, an 
intersecting north-south st r e e t . Narrower cross streets are 6th St. NE, 
8th St. NE, East Cherry Street, and East Booth Street. The t e r r a i n i s 
r e l a t i v e l y f l a t with f u l l y mature trees and shrubs (some dating from 
1916) covering much of the area. 

The character of the neighborhood i s defined by the ample 
residences on large and medium-sized l o t s along Pine B l u f f and Fitzhugh. 
The one or two-story structures are uniformly set back farther than i n 
most contemporaneous neighborhoods i n the c i t y . The majority of houses 
are frame construction with b r i c k chimneys and occasionally br i c k porch 
supports. 

Very good examples of popular a r c h i t e c t u r a l styles of the la t e 
'Teens and the 1920s are found i n the neighborhood. Some of the 
American Foursquare examples include the McClanahan House at 509 Pine 
Bluff (PF Site No. 1, photo 76), 567 Pine B l u f f (PF Site No. 7, Photo 
77), 830 Pine B l u f f (PF Site No. 29, Photo 81), 955 Pine B l u f f (PF Site 
No. 37, Photo 86), and 529 Fitzhugh (PF Site No. 64, Photo 94). 

The Colonial Revival s t y l e was also a f a v o r i t e i n the d i s t r i c t . The 
Moore House at 711 Pine B l u f f (PF Site No. 18, Photo 79) i s perhaps the 
best example. Hybrid Jacobethan houses are found at 529 Pine B l u f f (PF 
Site No. 4, Photo 76) and 610 Fitzhugh (PF Site No. 82, Photo 95). 

A number of excellent bungalows are located here. The W. R. 
Eubank's stone bungalow at 808 Pine B l u f f (PF Site No. 26, Photo 80) i s 
one of the more d i s t i n c t i v e examples. Others include 605 Pine B l u f f (PF 
Site No. 9, Photo 83), the Shirley Home at 934 Pine B l u f f (PF Site No. 
34, Photo 87), 620 Fitzhugh (PF Site No. 86, Photo 91); and 559 Fitzhugh 
(PF Site No. 66, Photo 93). 

The character of the houses immediately south of East Cherry Street 
provides contrast t o the Pine B l u f f and Fitzhugh residences. I n 
general, the wood frame houses are smaller with fewer a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
s t y l i s t i c a t t r i b u t e s . The homes of domestic workers employed by 
occupants of the main houses were s i t e d t o the rear of the p r i n c i p a l 
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structures. As the larger l o t s were l a t e r subdivided, the jagged edges 
of the north boundaries of the l o t s along Pine B l u f f were produced. 

Houses along the 600 block of East Cherry (PF Site Nos. 44-48, 
Photo 92) have some bungalow features, but are more t y p i c a l of the plai n 
dwellings constructed by lumberyards throughout the state a f t e r World 
War I . Houses along 8th St. N.E. and i n the 300 block of Fitzhugh are 
more c l e a r l y intended f o r use of household domestics. A shotgun house 
s i t s at the corner of East Cherry at Fitzhugh (PF Site No. 57). 

Non-contributing structures are generally so c l a s s i f i e d because of 
l a t e r construction dates. Most are residences and continue the scale, 
materials and setbacks of contributing structures. 

PERIOD: 1900-
AREA OF SIGNIFICANCE: Architecture 
SPECIFIC DATES: 1916-1936 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

The Pine Bluff/Fitzhugh H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i s a cohesive, L-shaped 
re s i d e n t i a l area of six blocks. Redeveloped immediately a f t e r the 1916 
f i r e , i t contains good examples of various e c l e c t i c styles popular i n 
the post-World War I era. The residences of Fitzhugh and p a r t i c u l a r l y 
Pine B l u f f are noteworthy f o r t h e i r uniform setbacks and ample l o t s . 
Houses of Cherry and 8th streets are also important representing 
workers' homes i n the c i t y of Paris. American Foursquare, Bungaloid, 
Colonial Revival, and Jacobethan are the dominant styles of the 
d i s t r i c t . 

In 1844 when the Republic of Texas surveyed i t s Central National 
Road from Dallas t o the Pine B l u f f Ferry on the Red River, the part 
through Paris ran approximately where Pine B l u f f Street l i e s today. The 
street l a t e r served as right-of-way f o r a streetcar l i n e connecting 
downtown to the west with Wade Park and the streetcar barns to the east. 
I t i s s t i l l a well-used, highly traveled east-west route serving as a 
primary l i n k t o northeast Paris, an area of r e s i d e n t i a l growth. 

Pine B l u f f was the location of some of Paris' f i n e s t and largest 
homes. Early photographs and the Sanborn Co. maps from 1914 suggest 
that large Queen Anne homes were constructed along the western part of 
Pine B l u f f during the Victori a n era. The placement of the streetcar 
along Pine B l u f f at the turn of the century was a major incentive for 
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development along t h i s artery. I n contrast, Fitzhugh was slow to 
develop before 1916. 

The devastating Paris f i r e of March 21, 1916, e f f e c t i v e l y erased 
the Victorian Pine B l u f f neighborhood, destroying most buildings from 
downtown to present 10th St. N.E., the western edge of the d i s t r i c t . No 
buildings i n the d i s t r i c t are known to have survived the f i r e . The 
rebuilding e f f o r t s along Pine B l u f f and the development of Fitzhugh were 
ext r a o r d i n a r i l y rapid, as was the case i n other parts of Paris. The 
1919 Paris City Directory indicated that about 50 of the 86 buildings 
now standing had been b u i l t by that time, and the count was up to 80 by 
the time of the 1936 directory was issued. 

The most substantial houses were located along Pine B l u f f , many 
having replaced equally substantial Victorian-period houses. The post-
conflagration structures, b u i l t on large l o t s with uniform setbacks, 
were constructed i n the popular a r c h i t e c t u r a l styles of the period: 
P r a i r i e School, American Foursquare, and Colonial Revival. Bungalow and 
Jacobethan cottages, b u i l t on smaller l o t s , were usually only one story 
high. These, too, maintained uniform setbacks and an ove r a l l feeling of 
spaciousness. 

The rear portions of the Pine B l u f f r e s i d e n t i a l l o t s had been 
occupied by the homes of household servants before the f i r e . Afterwards, 
these long narrow l o t s were frequently subdivided, creating the jagged 
northern boundary li n e s of the Pine B l u f f properties. To the south, 
large and medium-sized bungalows fo r middle-class families were 
constructed a f t e r the f i r e . To the north, modest servants' and workers' 
houses were r e b u i l t facing East Cherry. City d i r e c t o r i e s indicate that 
the occupants of these houses were largely domestics, laundresses, and 
laborers. Many were Black and presumably employed i n the Pine B l u f f and 
Fitzhugh residences. The employer/employee connection between the two 
areas warrants t h e i r inclusion i n the d i s t r i c t . 

Though a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i m i l a r t o the Pine B l u f f homes, more modest 
examples were constructed along Fitzhugh. The 400 and lower 500 blocks 
of Fitzhugh contain the most substantial houses along t h i s street. 
Those that extend i n t o the 600 block are proper Bungalows and Colonial 
Revival houses. Mature vegetation, lack of intrusions, and s i m i l a r i t y 
i n scale and materials a l l contribute to the cohesiveness on t h i s 
street. 

The physical and h i s t o r i c character of the neighborhood has not 
changed appreciably over the years. Houses along Pine B l u f f and 
Fitzhugh are s t i l l i n demand, and the smaller houses apparently are 
s t i l l owner-occupied. While the Church Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i s of 
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note p a r t l y because of i t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l d i v e r s i t y spanning a 70-year 
period, the Pine Bluff/Fitzhugh H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i s noteworthy for i t s 
cohesiveness. Most houses were b u i l t between 1916 and 1930, and 
constructed i n a l i m i t e d number of a r c h i t e c t u r a l styles. The scale and 
uniformity of the houses and the high percentage of contributing members 
contribute greatly to the f e e l i n g of time and place i n the d i s t r i c t . 

Houses which characterize the neighborhood include: 

567 Pine B l u f f . (PF Site No. 7, Photo 77). A muscular 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the American Foursquare s t y l e , t h i s structure also 
features a c l a s s i c a l l y inspired f r o n t porch supported by square posts. 
Prominently s i t e d on a large corner l o t with mature trees, the house i s 
a good representative of the substantial homes of the d i s t r i c t . 

955 Pine B l u f f . (PF Site No. 37, Photo 85). One of the largest 
examples of the American Foursquare s t y l e i n the neighborhood i f not the 
c i t y . Generous, one-story porches are supported by b r i c k piers. The 
home i s s i t e d on a large wooded l o t . 

W.R. Eubank House. 808 Pine B l u f f (PF Site No. 26, Photo 80). An 
excellent Arts & Crafts Bungalow said to have been b u i l t p a r t l y from the 
rubble of the 1895 and 1917 courthouses, the Eubank House was i n place 
by 1919. William Eubank was a l o c a l contractor. 

529 Pine B l u f f . (PF Site No. 4, Photo 76). An unusual variant of 
the Jacobethan s t y l e , t h i s two-story structure i s largely clad i n 
shingles rather than the more common bric k or stucco. 

The Moore House. 711 Pine B l u f f (PF Site No. 18, Photo 79). 
Designed fo r Judge William F. Moore by Curtis Board & Lightfoot, t h i s 
house displays more sophisticated Colonial Revival d e t a i l i n g than was 
commonly found i n Paris at the time; i t was inhabited by the Moores by 
1919. The structure displays a noteworthy semicircular porch. 

The Broad House, 821 Pine B l u f f (PF Site No. 28, Photo 82). 
Designed by a r c h i t e c t Curtis Broad fo r himself, the Broad House i s 
Colonial Revival i n i t s d e t a i l i n g but American Foursquare i n i t s 
massing. The house i s prominently s i t e d on a large l o t at the corner of 
Pine B l u f f and Fitzhugh. 

The Halden House. 658 Fitzhugh (PF Site No. 86, Photo 91). This 
one-story residence features many a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l s commonly 
associated with the bungalow s t y l e , including large overhangs with 
brackets, large f r o n t porch supported by b r i c k piers, mixed covering 
materials (shingles and b r i c k ) , large expanses of windows with 
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ornamental screens; and a f r o n t l a t e r a l gable with complementary gable, 
The house was b u i l t a f t e r 1919, 

The Haynes House, 610 Fitzhugh (PF Site No. 2, Photo 95). Single-
story, Jacobethan cottages such as t h i s were r e l a t i v e l y commonplace 
throughout c i t i e s of Texas i n the 1920s. 
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PINE BLUFF/FITZHUGH HISTORIC DISTRICT 

L i s t of Properties 
including Pertinent Information 

Site No Photo No Address Cl a s s i f i c a t i o n 

PINE BLUFF 

1 76 509 Pine B l u f f C 
2 510 Pine B l u f f C 
3 528 Pine B l u f f N 
4 76 529 Pine B l u f f C 
5 546 Pine B l u f f C 
6 549 Pine B l u f f C 
7 77 567 Pine B l u f f C 
8 574 Pine B l u f f C 
9 83 605 Pine B l u f f C 
10 88 608 Pine B l u f f N 
11 627 Pine B l u f f C 
12 630 Pine B l u f f C 
13 89 645 Pine B l u f f N 
14 646 Pine B l u f f C 
15 660 Pine B l u f f C 
16 665 Pine B l u f f C 
17 708 Pine B l u f f C 
18 79 711 Pine B l u f f C 
19 718 Pine B l u f f C 
20 727 Pine B l u f f C 
21 728 Pine B l u f f C 
22 739 Pine B l u f f C 
23 740 Pine B l u f f C 
24 750 Pine B l u f f C 
25 751 Pine B l u f f C 
26 80 808 Pine B l u f f C 
27 80 818 Pine B l u f f C 
28 82 821 Pine B l u f f C 
29 80,81 830 Pine B l u f f C 
30 80,81 904 Pine B l u f f C 
31 909 Pine B l u f f N 
32 918 Pine B l u f f C 
33 84 925 Pine B l u f f C 
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34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 

87 

8 4 , 8 6 

8 4 , 8 5 , 8 6 

86 

934 
937 
948 
955 
970 
975 
980 
990 

Pine 
Pine 
Pine 
Pine 
Pine 
Pine 
Pine 
Pine 

B l u f f 
B l u f f 
B l u f f 
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62 803 
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Fitzhugh 
Fitzhugh 
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Fitzhugh 
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Fitzhugh 
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C 
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