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5. Classification

Ownership of Property: Private
Category of Property: Building

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing | Noncontributing
2 0 buildings
0 0 sites
0 0 structures
0 0 objects
2 0 total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register: O

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions: RELIGION i religious facility

Current Functions: RELIGION i religious facility

7. Description

Architectural Classification: Modern Movement: Neo-Byzantine
Principal Exterior Materials: Brick; Other: Cast stone

Narrative Description (see pages 7-12)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria: A, C

Criteria Considerations: A

Areas of Significance: Ethnic Heritage/Jewish; Architecture (local level)
Period of Significance: 1930-1974

Significant Dates: 1930, 1948

Significant Person (only if criterion b is marked): NA

Cultural Affiliation (only if criterion d is marked): NA

Architect/Builder: Gabert, Lenard (architect) / Fortinberry, C. I. (contractor)

Narrative Statement of Significance (see pages 13-45)

| 9. Major Bibliographic References

Bibliography (see pages 46-50)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.
previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National Register (January 31, 2020)
_ designated a National Historic Landmark
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

IX |

Primary location of additional data:

State historic preservation office (Texas Historical Commission, Austin)
_ Other state agency

_ Federal agency

_ Local government

_ University

_ Other -- Specify Repository:

<

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): NA
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property: less than one acre (0.34).
Coordinates

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates

Datum if other than WGS84: NA

1. Latitude: 29.734124° Longitude: -94.968072°
Verbal Boundary Description: The K'nesseth Israel Synagogue boundaries follow the parcel boundaries of
Harris CAD Property No. 0500190000030, within the Goose Creek Town Plat, Block 7, Lots 1, 2, 21, 22, 23,
and 24.

Boundary Justification: The boundary contains the area historically associated with K'nesseth Israel
Synagogue.

11. Form Prepared By

Nameltitle: David Moore, Historian

Organization: HHM & Associates, Inc.

Street & number: P.O. Box 9648

City or Town: Austin State: TX Zip Code: 78766
Email: dmoore@hhminc.com

Telephone: 512/478-8014

Date: September 2023

Additional Documentation

Maps (see pages 51-53)
Additional items (see pages 54-75)

Photographs (see pages 76-96)

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including time for reviewing

instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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Photograph Log
All photographs reflect the current appearance of the nominated gropert

K6 Ne s s e Syhnagdgser a e |
Baytown, Harris CountyTexas
Photographetyy Kristina KupferschmigdMay 23, 2022

Photo 1
Oblique of south and east facades with residential buildings to the west. Camera facing northwest.

Photo 2
Oblique of west and south fagades with railroad r@fhvay to the east. Camera facing northeast.

Photo 3
Oblique of east and north fagcades of synagogue (left) and community house (right). Camera facing southwest.

Photo 4
Oblique of north and west fagades of community house (foreground) and synagogue (background). Camera facing
southeast.

Photo 5
Front (south) fagade of synagogue. Camera facing north.

Photo 6
Oblique of east and north fagades. Camera facing southwest.

Photo 7
Entrance vestibule of synagogue. Camera facing east.

Photo 8
Interior view of sanctuary with stainegasswindows,ark, bimah ner tamid and Ten Commandments at the north end of
sanctuary. Camera facing northeast.

Photo 9
Interior view of sanctuary with stainaegass windowsark, bimah, ner tamid, and Ten Commandments at the north end of
sanctuary. Camera facing northwest.

Photo 10

Interior view of sanctuary with stainegdass windowsark, bimah, ner tamid and Ten Commandments at the north end of
sanctuary. Camera facing north.

Photo 11
Detailedview of ark and Palladian motif on north wall. Camera facing north.
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Photo 12
Detailedview of ner tamid, Star of David light, and Ten Commandments on north wall. Camera facing northeast.

Photo 13
Interior view of sanctuary showing doukdeor entrances, memorial plague, and interior lights at south end of synagogue.
Camera facing south.

Photo 14
Detailedview of memorial plaque mounted on south wall of synagogue. Camera facing south.

Photo 15
Detailedview of staineejlass window on east wall of sanctuary. Camera facing east.

Photo 16
Oblique view of south and east facades of community house. Camera facing northwest.

Photo 17
Oblique view of north and east facades of community house. Céacérg southwest.

Photo 18
Interior view of community house with original building in background and partition wall at right that creates separate
spaces for restrooms and kitchen. Camera facing southwest.

Photo 19
Interior view of community house showing doorways for restrooms (left) and kitchen (right). Camera facing west.

Photo 20
Interior view of community house showing the fistanding columns in the 1948 addition and other classically inspired
wood trim. Camera facing northeast.

Photo 21

Interior view of community house showing the kitchen (left) and mostly open space of the 1948 addition. Camera facing
northwest.
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This project was funded through an Emergency Supplemental Historic Preservation Fund grant from the National Park
Service that addresses damage inflicted by Hurricane Harvey. In January 2021, NPS staff concuthecptiogterty is
eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.

Description

The Ko6ne sSymagoguesla snestory,lbrickclad building at the northwest corner of West Sterling Avenue and
North Commerce Street in Baytown, Harris County, Téxascated two blocks from the historic Goose Creek (now
Baytown) central business district, the building and its associated community house were built in 1930 to serve the loc:
Jewish populationThe CongregatiorK 6 n e s s e (CKl) ptopertydnellides lots 1, 2, 21, 22, 23, and 24 in block 7 of

the Goose Creek town plat, and the outer limits of this parcel of land delineate the boundaries for the property being
nominated to the National Register of Historic Places. The synagoguepiintlaey building and focal point of the

property. The building, which faces south onto West Sterling Avenue, presents a simply BgtalatiheRevival

designthat exhibits modest influences of the Art Deco style. Distinctive physical features include the elaborate brickwor
abroadparapet witha chevronlike band along the top, a series of rotardhed openinggndan embedded plague above
the entrance bay wit h t loethedronhfgcadeNgteworihy intériar featlaesiacludgen He b1
barrelvaulted interior ceiling and classically inspiredrk, the recessed chamber at the front of the sanctuary that
contains the Torah scisl Both the exterior and interior retain their historic architectural character to an exceptional
degree. The ancillary building is a es®ry community house that is just north of the synagogue. It, however, has been
modified since its original construoti. An expansion in 1948 more than doubled its size, but the addition complemented
the existing architectural character. The building was severely damaged during Hurricanes Ike anaghthwiye

repairs changed the fenestration and removed some architectural elements, it still retains sufficient historic ingegrity to |
classified as a contributing resource. Overall, the property remains easily recognizable to the period of sighfi@ance
1974) and conveys a strong sense of the past (Fijure

Setting and Site

K6 n e s s eSyhagogurits at ¢hé northwest corner of West Sterling Avenue and North Commerce Street, just north
of the central business district of historic Goose Cieefte of three municipalities (along with Pelly and Baytown) that
incorporated in 1947 to become the community now known as Baytown (M@ps K 6 n e spsopertyhpresently a e |
encompasses the easternmost lots of the Goose Creek town plat (Map 3) and includes two builsimggdbeand
community house. The synagogue is at the south end of
northrmiddle section.

[

Kénesseth I srael's property fronts onto West Sterl i ng¢
residential area with modestly sized singlad multifamily dwellings (Photos 1 and 2). Most of the nearby residences
date from the secondigrter of the twentieth century and include Craftsman bungalows and other popular domestic
architectural forms from the period. The propertyds e
right-of-way for the former DaytoGoose CreeRailroadi now part of the Union Pacific Railroad system (Photo 3).

Most of the land between North Commerce Street and the railroad tracks historically featured warehouses, lumberyard
and other buildings used for light industrial purposes; however, almost ad strtittures have been demolished over
time as the railroadés dominance declined in the post
like West Sterling Avenue, extends through a residential neighborhood with simiksing stock. A notable exception is

1 The Jewish congregationinpreseney Bayt own was originally known as Kdnesset
KO6nesset hitislotenrefaared,tcda s oA CKI . 0 For t he purbpidisgaisere thé conglegason meetsi n a
wi || be ref er r e dSyhagogumPleasanodtena spellimgolh kK deaelongr(eme s ventd,s KaNd =

since the word is transliterated flassemblybféstaghew. The name fAKO
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the metalcovered warehouse at the northwest corner of West Wright Avenue and North Commerce Street, directly acrc
(north) the street frortheK 6 n e s s e praperty. $he westlside of the property abuts onto residential lots.

The land is flat (as is much of the surrounding ar@ag the undeveloped part of the property features a Saint Augustine
grasscovered lawn with concrete curbing along the three streets that define the south, east, and northern limits of the
property. A chaidink fence that extends north from the commuhityise to West Wright Avenue delineates the lot line
and creates an undevel oped gr ass | a-velatedmpravemesteanditiees a s
residences on the adjoining I¢Bhoto 4; the fence has been removed since the photo was taken). Concrete sidewalks
extend parallel to the streets on the south (West Sterling) and east (North Commerce) sides of the property. Both
sidewalks are set back from the streets, which leavewmamasscovered strips of land. The only plantings of note

include a fig tree and pomegranate bush just north of the community house, as well as a small fig bush near the northw
corner of the sanct ua,reatvelyiclose todMgStarlng Ayvenecteases a shallove gnass t
covered lawn at the front (Photos 1 and 2). The concrete sidewalk on this side of the property connAotgticam
Disabilities Act ADA)-compliant compositelecked ramp builtin20189 t hat extends to t he
entrance, which includes paired sets of double dobhe two concrete curb cuts along Sterling Avenue include a
concrete driveway near t he pstrippfgrasspud ssecorm ADAompliantt c or n e
concrete ramp between the street and sidewalk. The driveway curb cut extends only a few feet into the lot. The concre
sidewal k on the | otds east side is set back Afthoughnan No r t
ADA-compliant ramp is at the corner of West Sterling Avenue, the corner at West Wright Avenue is unchanged and ha
stepped curb. A concrete pad in front of the community house provides expanded surface areas for easyquedsstria
from the street to the two separate entrances on the east side of the building. Another conciaaepliait concrete
ramp extends along the base of the community house 't
featureon the land is a concrete slab at the north end of the lot that formerly served as the base for a satellite dish that
used by a local cable company.

Architectural Description
The primary edifice and focal point of the property is the synagogue:-stanye brickclad building with a barrefaulted

roof. The buildingbés rectangular footprint is approxi
concrete found#on wall along the perimetéThi s f eature | argely obscures the
pierr-andbeam foundation that rises approximatsép-anda-halff e et above grade. The sanc

of woodframe construction with brick veneer. The building has a-4=melvaulted roof that extends along a nerth

south axis. The north and south ends, however, do not terminate at the waksdaat ghope dowhThis pitch creates

the need for metal rods to provide structural support tsubhde pointeearched parapet on the south wall, which is one

of the buildingds most distinctive architectural feat
support the roof and define the batvallted ceiling within the interior.

Overall, the building conveys a sense of stoutness and permanence with expansive exterior surface areas of brick and
relatively few window and door openings. Low brick cheek walls frame each side of the concrete steps that extend to tf
concrete landngon he fr ont (south) fa-ade and mark the synago:
symmetrical arrangement with two pairs of double doors in the middle bays and narrovarched windows with

stained glass in the outer bays. Each cheglkhas a lowslung, trapezoighaped concrete planter. Capped by a molded
belt course of concrete, the front entry bay includes two sets of wooden double doors with panels andidiitiBeoed

2The University of Texas at San Antonio, Center for Cultural Sustainability. Case Study Analysis: Findings of Summaryilitulnerab
Assessment of Kbébnesseth | srael Synagogue, Baytown, Texas,

3 The University of Texas at San Antonio, Center for Cultural Sustainability, 54.

4 The University of Texas at San Antonio, Center for Cultural Sustainabilit615
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hardware. The doors were installed in 2001 following a donation from member Neal Manne and his wife Nancy
McGregor. On either side of the entryway are Art Dexspired outdoor lights with elongated triangular glass pahats
illuminate the primary entry bay. Elaborate masonry work above the entry includes a series of broad and slightly recess
round archways; each of these arches extends to the ¢
archwg and directly above each set of double doors is a pair of smaller round arches created by finely crafted brickwor
Another example of the skilled artisanship displayed on the building is thetoastStar of David detailing that is

integrated into thérick surface, all of which is set within these smaller arches. The outer bays flanking the entry bay
include narrow roundrched window openings with castone arches and brick sills. These and all other exterior

windows have stainegdlass lites that areriginal to the building. Although most of the upper half of the front facade is a
solid brick surface, noteworthy details include a-sashe panel with thiganslationfoi K6 nesset h | sr ael
The cast stone frieze of the parapet and galblen®include achevreni ke det ai |l i ng and accen
barrelvaulted roof. All of the castétone work was manufactured by Houston Art Stone Company, which touted these
architectural elements in a Houston newspaper article published whilgiltieg was being constructéd.

Like the front, the east exterior wall fronts onto a public thoroughfare (North Commerce Street) and is visible to passer:
(Photo 6). Most of the surface areais of biddichc ont ri but es t o the buil danefleéts o0
that is largely defined on the front (south) facade. The east wall has foufragtalwindow openings, three of which

have large roundrched transoms at the top. Each reanthed window is three lites wide and five lites tall. The bottom
row is hinged at théase (hopper window), while the middle two rows have a center pivot. The top two rows, set within
the round archway, are fixed. Although the southernmost window lacks the transom, it has the same lite and pivoting
configuration as the bottom and middle swf the other windows. In lieu of the stairgldss rounearched transom, the
southernmost window has a decorative reanth motif in the brickwork above the window that replicates the size and
rhythm of the arches over other openings. All of the windasegdfilled with stained glass and are currently inoperable due
to the installation of singlpane storm windows. Another distinctive architectural feature of the southernmost bay is the
Star of David, which is intertwined into the brickwork of the extemi@sonry surface. This Star of David resembles those
above the pair of double doors on the front. Near t he
the roundarch windows. A set of circular attic vent openings are above thesevgiadows, again in the same vertical

plane.

While the west fa-ade is identical t-achedwiedoveopeningswithd e ,
stained glass similar to those on the east and west sides (Photo 6). The rest of the rear wall is a solid brick surface that
lacks venbpenings; however, it does have metal downspouts that drain water from the roof.

Synagogue Interior

The interior contains approximately 1,653 square feet of usable space @i§tmeerior finishes include wood flooring,
plastered walls, and wood triwith a more traditional classically inspired characldre two sets of exterior doors on the
front open onto a vestibule that functions as a transition area between the exterior and the sanctuary (Photo 7). Each e
of the vestibule contains a small room. The one on the east side is a small restroongraige acom is on the opposite
(west) side. Two sets of interior double doorways open into the santtuahye b ui | di ngbés main i n
doorway has a flat panel door with a small staigkds window and rourdrch motif that is such a common architectural
feature throughout the building.

The sanctuary has a barxaulted ceiling that creates a sense of openness. The wooden pews take up most of the interic
fl oor space, but t hearkswhichcdntaiasthddrah scfollsatdhle froptevall mftthe saactuanh e

SiArt Stone | n Var i Hduston GraodieeARyst 41930120, Beneatogybank.com.
6 The University of Texas at San Antonio, Center for Cultural Sustainability, 27.
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Theark serves as the central backdrop to the Bimah, a raised platform at the center of the north wall {E})pfosnd
which the rabbi or local religious leader conducts services and reads the Torah. In contrast tonthederoistic
architectur al components on the buildingbs exterior,
especially around thark. The character of these interior elements is far more traditional thamothernisticdetailing
featurel on the exteriorThearkd s r e c e s-l&keespacechasban interior light source illuminating the Toraswolls
upon which the five books of the Hebrew bible are handwritten (Photo 11). The Torakikithprominently displayed
and secured in a vertical position. Sliding panels on rails can enclose and prateicatitits contents. The trim framing
theark presents a thregart Palladiarlike configuration that has two narrow sections on each side of a larger central
segment capped with a round arch. aheis set within the central midection. The wood trim in this Palladian
configuration has two sets of fluted pilasters with Ddikie capitals that visually support a similarly detailed entakdatur
The round arch has molded trim that is similar to that of the entablature and hadiadi@ckar window with a Star of
David motif at its center. Theer tamid a symbol of eternal light, hangs above dhefrom a centrally placed metal

bracket (Photo 12). Metal chains with a Star of David pendant extend to the light. Abavkishe woodframed, round
archeddyptychwith the Ten Commandments in Hebrew. These panels are illuminated with a light at its base that
showcases this distinctive featpyasm important symbol of the Jewish faith. A centrally placed staircase leads to the
reading table, also sometimes referred to aditnah,from which the Torah is read after being transferred fronatke
(Photo 10). A simply detailed balustrade encloses most of the raised platform; however, the rear sections have-solid we
paneled enclosures that extend slightly higher than the balustrade. The tat@afidiag podiums on either side of the
bimahserve the cantor, the vocalist who leads prayer in songpeakers to stand and address the congregation. The
chairs at the back of the platform are for the rabbi or layperson leading the service and the cantor.

The rear of the sanctuary features a large memorial plaque that commemorates selected deceased members of the
congregation whose families purchased them in their honor (PhotdhESplajue is affixed to the wall between the two
double doors that allow entry into the sanctuary from the foyer, and it is also capped with amsigtipeah(Photo 14).

The plagque also has a nhameplate in both English and Hebrew at the base that identifies the synategrity aridts
founding (Goose Creekas the commuty was known at that timeThe plaqué ncl udes the year @Al
signifies the date of the plaqueds installation. Al
date of death aéveryindividual in both English and Hebrew, although some of the newer plates also include dates of
birth. The small lights to the left of each plate are illuminated every time services are held. The spaces are usoally, but
always, grouped by families, witicometimes leaves unused spdhatare reserved for future use. The original plaque
has been enlarged on each side to provide additional space for other members and their families.

Other noteworthy features include the staigabss windows, the large Art Destyled light suspended from the ceiling,
sconces between the stairgddss windows, and recessed lights in the bamaalted ceiling with Star of David designs
(Photos 13 and5).

Community House Exterior

The onestory community house (Photos 16 andisontemporaneous with the synagodpuewas enlarged in 1948,

and its present configuration dates to that year. It is directly bednabh¢rth of) thesynagogueUsed for more informal
purposes, this building contains approximately 2,205 square feet of interiofi sgiaytely more than that of the

sanctuary (Figuré). Theexterior of thecommunity house lacks the architectural sophistication and sense of importance
of the synagogue; nonetheless, it fulfilled an important role for the local Jewish community because it provided a space
for avariety of social, educational, and holidafated activities and celebrations.

Resting on a pieandbeam foundation, the building has welsdme construction and horizontal fibeement (Hardie

plank) siding that was installed in October 2018, replacing asbestos siding that previously covered the walls. A short
concrete foundationavl | ext ends around a porti on o fandbdare foundaiiohid i n ¢
exposed. The roof is not visible from the street because of a parapet that extends around the building. Aerial photogray
reveal that the roof has two cponents. The southern portion extends over the original building, while the northern part
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covers the 1948 addition. The roofs appear to be mostly flat with slopes that direct water toward drainpipes on the sout
and north sides of the building.

The primary (east) facade fronts onto North Commerce Street and presents a stark appearance with minimal architectt
embellishment (Photo 16). The most noteworthy element is the slightly pedimented parapet; however, it is a subtle feat
that draws litie attention to itself. Small indentations at the base of the parapet create a crenelated effect. The only
openings of this facade are two single dowaitf) one at the center of each half of the symmetricattiayp composition.

They were installed in 2008llowing damage sustained from Hurricane Ike. Each of the presentpaokied do@has

a narrow roungarched lite. Each door opens onto a raised concrete landing that has steps leading to a central concrete
and then toward the sidewalk along the Commerce Street easement. The profile of the original concrete steps that leac
directly to the streeis still visible from the sides, although the orientation and platform have been changed to have the
steps lead inward to a new concrete pad at the bhedamdings at each doorway have slender metal railings and
handrails and an ashlar cast stone veneer. The south side fagade has a similar doorway with a concrete landing and st
positioned toward the back (east) side of the building, as well as timdewvopenings with fixedight windows (Photo

16). The original window types have not been identified. Historic photos from the 1930s and 1940s note window openir
on the west facade; however, they have since been covered. There are three evenlgspapedings that pierce the

upper portion of the wall. The north fagade has a deddts entry that opens onto a concrete pad. The double doors were
installed during the posdtlurricane Ike renovations; previously there was no door opening on this facade. A recently
installed concrete ramp leads away from this door toward the front of the building, while steps lead to the grass lawn to
the side (Photo 17). The only other opesiage three vents similar to those on the south facade. The only architectural
feature on the west fagade is a small fikgtit window that pierces the otherwise unadorned exterior wall.

Community House Interior

The interior presents a mostly open pilaa characteristic consistent with its intended purpose for various social
gatherings. The only partition walls are toward the rear (west) of the original building, creating spaces for restrooms an
kitchen (Photos 1-89). In contrast to the utilitariatharacter of the exterior, the interior has veelifted woodwork and

trim that exhibit classically inspired detailing, especially in the addition. Prime examples include the trim around door
openings, wainscottindree-standing columns, and ceiling beams (Photo 20). Placed on woguaidralfthe columns are
four-sided and slightly tapered toward the top. Classically inspired engaged pilasters mark the doorways and add a ser
of grandeur when entering or leavilgé b ui | di ngs. A series of pendant 1ig
illuminates the interior (Photo 21).

Integrity

The synagogue has changed only minimally since it was completed in 1930 @jigtine building retains its original

form, massing, and exterior finishes and closely resembles its appearance in photographs appearing in local newspape
around the time of its opening. The only alterations of note are changes to theeemticdndingthe construction of a

ramp to provide wheelchair access as well as the partial infilling of the front steps to provide sufficient room to maneuve
at the entrance landing. Bhi al t er ati on does not detract from the bui
accessible to the public. Thus, the synagogue retains all seven of the aspects of integrity to an exceptional degree. The
interior has been subject to more chesygncluding a slight reconfiguration of thkk and changes to the podium;

however, salient and charactigfining interior features remain intact.

While the synagogue retains its integrity to an exceptional degree, the community house has been modified over the ye
Somealterationar e compati ble with the propertyds historic ct
expansion took place within the period of significance (1838) and t hus i s part of the
evolution and contributes to its overall significance. The addition was sensitive to the original design and followed its
aesthetic. More recent changes, however, have led to the removal of histuteciural features (windows and doors),

the introduction of new materials (siding) dathanges to the fenestration. Window openings on the front (east) and side
(north) facades (presumably on the west side as well but no historic photographs have been found to date) have been
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covered, and the singfened fixed lights in the windows on the south side appear different from the original windows.
The most recent changes consist of repairs following damage the building sustained during Hurricane Harvey in 2017.
These morerecenttale r at i ons di mi ni s h madtehiatdedign, ardekiing, pubthe edifita stlig r i t vy
resembles its original form and remains recognizable from photographs dating to the 1930s and 1940s.

Contributing Resources

Both the synagogue and the community hous(€Klepropertyati b ut
100 West Sterling Avenue.

Table 71. Inventory of contributing resources.

Resource Construction Date Contributing Status
Synagogue 1930 Contributing
Community House 1930 (enlarged 1948; renovated 2008 and | Contributing

2017)
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Statement of Significance

The 193K 6 n e s s e yrmgobyue in Bag'tbwn, Harris Counflexasprovides a tangible inkto h e communi t
numerous Jewish families who made substantial contributions to the physical and economic developmetyt of the
through the 19505The synagogueepresents the incalculable contributions and rich legacy of the many Jewish residents
who helped shapgecal commercial, social, and economic development. While many descendants of those who
established and worshiped in the synagogue have since relocated to nearby Houston and other cities, current member
remain committed to the continuade, upkeep, and maintenammtéhe synagogue. The synagogue is noteworthy for the
guality of its desigfi a modernistic take on traditionByzantineRevivalarchitecture that combinesstinctivetemple
formswith delicate Art Decanspiredembellishment. It also derives significaraean important work dfenard Gabert,
anoted ewi sh architect from Houston who designed a wide
Jewish citizens over a hatentury.The property meetSriterion Ain the area of Ethnic Heritage/Jeweshd Criterion C

in the area of Architecturat the local level of significancéhus satisfying Criteria Consideration A (Religious
Properties)The period of significancef 19331974extends from the year of construction to theyBar threshold.

Baytown and the Tri-Cities Communities (19161974)

Baytown is a city of approximately 82,000 people in southeastern Harris County, about Zsastdédowntown

Houston.The pesentday municipality of Baytown encompasses tHfenerly separate communities that developed

during the early twentieth century along the eastalideg the lower endf the Houston Ship Channel. ThEri-Cities)

as the area was called during its formative years, included the communities of Goose Creek, Pelly, and Baytown.
Consolidation efforts began in 1945 and culminated .4 8 when voters approved fiBay't
muni ci pal ity .Syn&goguewas budtinlvhat was oaiginblly the city of Goose Creek where most of the

local Jewish population lived, but its members hailed from all of th€iTigs.

Two major themes of Baytownds history that are direct
Synagoguénclude: the discovery of oil and subsequent construction of the Hijtat#deExxonMobil) refinery, and the

ascent andecline of local, familyowned retail stores and businesses in the three historic commercial nodes, especially ¢
West Texas Avenue, whi ch i SnagogueMahy obtiese enterprisesmwers dvnesl arsl e t |
operated by Jewish merchants who came to the area following the discovetin tfi@iireaThenumerousprofound
contributions of these Jewish families were critical to the development of the entire community, and the synagogue
remains the single most important physical representaf their collective influence in local history.

Oil and Early Development (19161929)

Just prior to théocal discovery of oil, the area near the mouth of the San Jacinto River, which encompasseslayesent
Baytown, was sparsely populated. Its agricullbased economy relied principally on rice cultivation and cattle ranching.
The only noteworthy industriaklated activities included smadicale brickmaking and shipbuilding. No formally

organized cities existed in the area, but dispersed settlements included the communities of Cedar Bayou afid Wooster.

“Int his nominationCi ttihes ® xpefesrss otno fitThée t hree distinct communities
historic core of the presedtay muni ci pal ity ofi BagsowwasThs ede pimaspehial édijion af she Sémiy 12
Weekly Tribune, a Goose Creek newspaper. Withindlpee4d 8 cont ext, the name fABaytowno refers t
outside of the Humble Oil and Refinery plant. Following the 1948 consoliddtitre @ommunities into a single municipality, the use of the name
ABaytowno represents the gCiesgomapnitesc area of the combined Tri

8Pricilla Myers Benham, i Go o s e hBps:Eveviv.tshadnkhe.arg/hidraiimodkiemtred(gecatkixTAeane B.s On | i |
Daniels, fABaytown d«938"nMaster df Arts ThessrLansasUnivensity1952 9
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The presence of oil was first noted as early as 1903 near the confluence of Goose Creek into Tabbs Bay, and the first
producing well was drilled on June 2, 1908. Continued explorations generated only modest successes, but a major
discovery on August 23, 18, finally tapped into the vast reserves of oil. The gusher heralded a new era for the region
that dramatically transformed the marshy lands and nearby coastal prairies into a hub of activity.

As with thel901discovery of oil at Spindletopear Beaumongndsoon after abther locations in Texas, people flocked

to the area hoping to reap the benefits from the ensuing boom. Exploration soon extended beyond the shoreline into T:
Bay itself and led to the stateods f n)ihital setiemanthdevelepedd r i |
in proximity to the bay and the rigs but proved to be unsustainable due to frequent flooding and other issues. Residents

soon began to move further inland. The few remnartisead r i gi n al community became kn
new settl ement was briefly called fAiNew Town. o0 The f ol
formally designated as fAGoose Crsadysibe. tetragothey acttlenrenta y t |
devel oped between New and Ol d Town. Initially called
Fred Pelly who owned most of the land and laid out a formal towH'§itb.e 1920 f eder al census
Townd and AMi ddl etownd as unincorporated areas in eac¢

Among the early fortune seekers who came to the Goose Creek QOil Field was Ross S. Sterling. After founding the Hun
Oil & Refining Company in the city of Humble in north Harris County in 1911, Sterling turned his attention to the Goose
Creek discovery? Everincreasing amounts of oil being drilled locally led Sterling and his company to invest in the
construction of a refinery near Black Duck Bay on the west side of the Goose Creek waterway. The company also
provided housing and other amenities for itwkers just outside the refinery. This informal company town became
known as fAiBaytownod and derived its name f r onmandHosstorma n
Ship Channel

After building the DaytorGoose Creek Railway in 19418 to link the refinery with the vast Southern Pacific network,
Sterling set aside land for a town site that became known as Goose Creek (Map 3). The plat depicted the placement of
both the passengeraireight depots on railroad rigbhf-way at the intersection of Texas Avenue. This strategic location
quickly bustled with activity and led to the developmentofnebtsy n t he citybés new busine

While the discovery of oil attracted people who sought jobs directly in the oil business, it also drew others who
understood the need for businesses to meet growing consumer demands of the local population. Several of the new
residents were Jewish merchantho relocated from Houston, Galveston, and other communities in the region.

The rapid growth of the TCities and the substantial financial capital invested in these communities is depicted by the
first set of Sanborn fire insurance maps for theQities area, which was completed in 1926. The maps show that the
preseniday 100200 blocks of West Texas Avenue in Goose Creek boasted the greatest concentration of commercial
development (Figur#&). Many of these buildings were built and occupied by Jewish merchants who had moved to the
area (Figure). Although the Humble refinery and surrounding properties in Baytown were not documented at that time,
the Sanborn maps show a scattering of brick and ii@moe commercial buildings along 3800 blocks of Goose Creek
Road (presentlay Main Street) in Pelly

9 Walter RundellEarly Texas Oil : A Photographic History 184836(College Station: Texas A&M University Press), 119.

10 Rundell,Early Texas Oil: A Photographic History 188036 1109.

11 Margaret Swett Henson, 96.

2isSter !l ing, Rlo%S4sHpBdumwokwof Teta8 @riinkttps://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/steriagsshaw
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The Great Depression and World War Il (19301945)

The local economy remained robust through the 1920s and into the 1930s. The Humble refinery employed an estimate
3,300 people andontinued to be theominant economidforce in the are& Perhaps the most symbolic event of the
ascendancy of the F@ities was the election of Ross Sterling as the 31st governor of the state ofFigies8). During

St e r Isingle teidris office (1931:1933) the Texas Highway Department approved the creation of State Highway 146
from Texas City to Dayton. Its route extended through Pelly and Goose Creek by way of a ferry that operated at the
Houston Ship ChannétWhile the highwayanthrough downtown Pelly, lypassedlowntown Goose Creek and

extended along what became known as Alexander Drive. Nonetheless, West Texas Avenue rentaigesttheanost
vibrant of the commercial districts of the Tities area.

While the TriCities avoided many of the hardshigfehe Great Depression, World War Il had a profound effect on the
area, much of which centered on the Humble plant in Baytown. In fact, this industrial complex was the source of a varie
of products that contributed significantly to Allied victory. Itsetveas t he sout hern ter mi nus
pipeline, which was part of a costly and highly ambitious effort to convey oil via underground pipelines from oil fields in
Texas to refineries on theast Coast. Operation of this-B@h pipe and its larger countergathe 24i nch #ABi g |
pipelined enabled oil companies to avoid using oil tankers that were vulnerable to German submarine attack. During thi
war, these two pipelines conveyed 350 miligallons of both crude and refined oil to the East Cé&ther Baytown

related industrial activities includehe manufacture of higbctane aviation fuel, the development of toluene from oil

rather than coal tar that was used to produce TNT for bombs, and the production of synthetic rubber for military vehicle
all produced at or near the Baytown refinery. Ehegerations contributed significantly to the war effort and received
widespread praise from political and military officials. The construction of these facilities was just a small part of an
innovative and massive governm@&wned, contracteoperated (@CO) program than the short term proved critical to

the war effort. GOCO facilities in and around the Humble plant had enduring economic and social effects for the Tri
Cities that continued in the postwar era and beyond and, importantly, had direct consefgunéndes e s s et h | sr

Postwar Era and Decline (19461.974)

After the war, previously unsuccessful efforts to combine th«ities into a single municipality finally came to fruition.

The initial step began on December 7, 1945, when the city of Pelly annexed the unincorporated community of Baytown
under a previcsly enacted homaule amendment to the state constitution. Using the same law, Pelly later sought to
annex Goose Creek. On February 15, 1947, affected voters approved the merging of Goose Creek and recently expan
Pelly communities into a single municlipg, which was officially named Baytown following the adoption of the city

charter on January 24, 1948 (Fig9je®

The consolidation of the Fities into a single entity marked a pivotal moment in local history, and the 1950s began on ¢
positive note with the construction of a new tunnel under the Houston Ship Channel as partieSimwjimprovements

to State Hipway 146' The tunnel improved transportation between Baytown, the Humble refinery, and the expanding
petrochemical complex and also provided a new route to the greater Houston metropolitan area. Further highway
improvements included the rerouting of the highway thiedapproaches on the Baytown (east) side of the channel. The

13 Anne R. Daniels, 11.

14 Minute #6272, Texas Highway Commission Minute Orders, June 30, 1930, 145,
https://publicdocs.txdot.gov/minord/MinuteOrderDocLib/003673816.pdf

Ral ph Wooster, i E a s EastTTexasdistoricah JounaBeptesnbenz007, 44,1 , o
https://scholarworks.sfasu.edu/ethj/vol45/iss2/9

16 Margaret Swett Hensohlistory of Baytown, Texa®aytown, Texas: Bay Area Heritage Society, 1986), 130.

17 Margaret Swett Henson, 13Bhe Baytown Tunnel, replaced by a cabtayed bridge in 1995, was demolished in 1998, leaving the nearby
Washburn Tunnel between Pasadena and Galena Park as the only subaqueous vehicular tunnel in Texas.
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work was completed in 1958 Upgrades in the road network also supported operations at the Humble plant, which
continued its successful operation and even expanded its capacity during the 1950s. The refinery increased its workfor
whichincluded the hiring of a new generation of engineers and other professionals, some of whom were Jewish. Despi
such positive developments during the immediate postwar era, increased suburbanization and decentralization in
subsequent years led to the sldecline of West Texas Avenue. Such trends were not limited to Baytown and were
common in downtowns throughout the state and nation.

In 1970, the U.S. Steel Company announced the construction of a new plant in Baytown. The story gained national
attention as an unidentified company o fpfoducingadmpléxésinu g h t
the nationifnotthewr 1Suaec h expectations were never realized (it
steel industry)and the plant did little to help revitalize older parts of the Baytown area, and West Texas Avenue
continued its declin€. Multiple families who owned some of the stores that had served as the bedrock of the business
district closed their establishments. Some moved to Houston, accelerating a trend that had begun years earlier.

Modern Era (1974present)

A failed effort to revitalize West Texas Avenue occurred in the18itl0s when th€entral Baytown Business and
Professional Associatided efforts to create a more pedestiaandly environment. The plan relied on reconfiguring the
streetbds traffic pattern with a fiserpent i ne-d00élécksefct .
West Texas Avenue. The layoukated a series of small islalike parks with benches and plantirfg§Vhile the project
briefly fostereda sense of optimism for an area that had once been a hub of activity in an oil boom town, it ultimately

failed and had no lasting positive effect.

Since the turmof thetwentyfirst century, the downtown hasperienced renewed vitality as many of the abandoned
buildings along West Texas Avenue (several of which were built and owned by Jewish merchants affiliated with
K6 n e s s e)have been razeéd tb make way for the creation of a new Town Square. This new park has helped to
revitalize the area and is now a source of local ptideveverthat gain has come at the expense of the local Jewish
heritage andts associated cultural landscape

Overview of Jewish Immigration and Culture in Texas (18241974)

The story of Jewish Texans can be traced to the Spani
settlers were Sephardic Jews whose heritage can be traced to the lberian Peninsula wheuadifteentiulers of Spain

and Portugal ateredtheir expulsion. They arrived in Texas in limited numbers and in a largely dispersed and random
manner rather than as members of large, organized groups. Jewish immigration to the US increased dramatically durin
the late nineteenth and early twetttieenturies with the arrival of mostly Ashkenazi Jews from Germany and Eastern
Europe. New York was their primary3port of entry, and som#ewish immigrantsnade their way to Texas. Although
many settled in the stateds existing urban areas wher
themselves along the increasingly complex rail network being built during the late nineteenth déwtishorived

Galveston Movement also brought a number of Jewish immigrants directlxds Waen a privately funded society

worked to bypass New York and other cities on the eastern seaboard and helped immigrants to settle in other parts of
USincluding TexasThe discovery of oil and the resulting boomtown mentality it spawrasdyet another important

BAiNew Hi ghway 146 Sect i oifheBgytewn&SgOcHler 2T, 1953 & Portdl to &ekds Histqryd
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1042283/m1/1/

YAaU. S. Steel R e a dNew ¥YorkITimeslude @& 8980, M&ttpskK \swwanytimes.com/1970/06/28/archivesstselreadiesits-
texasworks.html

2Buck A. Youn g, HandBomkof TexasQnlingttys;//ww.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/baytewn

2liCouncil To Get Pl an F dheBaymwnsSgrugustd,ne7e, 1, Péital todéxasHistoryyg' , 0
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1061931/m1/1/
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trend of the early twentieth century that affected the growing Jewish popullgisish merchants established businesses
to serve the local populace in many of these towns, and they often became leading figures in their respective communi
As Jewish immigrants established themselves in Texas, they organized congregatioysnagatises, and set aside land

for cemeteries in cities across the state. I n the poc:
metropolitan areas. WhileghJewish presence in many smaller communities has faded over time, several congregations
including Kébnesseth | srael|, have survived and remain
heritage.

Jewish Pioneers in Texas (1826E365)

The earliest Jewish settlers known to have moved permanently to Texas arrived in the 1820s and included Samuel Isa
who lived along the Brazos River in Fort Bend County by 1888 Adolphus Sterne, who settled in Nacogdoches by
182622 A few early pioneers who attained significance include David Levi Kokernot who moved to Gonzales around
1830 as well as Jacob de Cordova, Joseph and Rosanna Osterman, and Michael Seeligson, all of whom lived in Galve
in the 1830s. By 1838, Jews really lived in Velasco, Bolivar, Goliad, and San Antoffidnother prominent Jewish
immigrant of the era was Henri Castro, who received a land grant from the Republic of Texas in 1842. Despite his
background, Castro did not actively promote Jewish immigration to his colony west of San Antonio Texas; rather, he
simply facilitated people to emigrate from his native Gensp@aking region of Alsace, Frarie.

Throughout the mighineteenth century, the number of Jews coming to Texas increased, albetddst pace. They
remained a very small ethnic minority that largely assimilated into the prevailing culture, yet they continued to practice
their faith and honor traditions. Over time, however, Jewish Texans began to make their mark on the cultujpélasdsc
more moved to the state. The establishment of cemeteries, the organization of congregations, and the construction of
synagogues demonstrate the increased presence and pr
distribution across Tas. The first known Jewish cemetery in Texas was established in Galveston in 1852. Soon
thereafter, Jewish citizens established cemeteries in Houston (1854), San Antonio (1856), Victoria (1858), and Jeffersc
(1862)%

New Opportunities with an Expanding Railroad Network (18661900)

Texas enjoyed a vigorous economic rebound during the Reconstruction era, and the flow of Jewish people into the stat
|l i kewi se began to rise. The statebdés major ports, part
network provided itand transportation systems that facilitated the flow of goods and people. This network also led to the
establishment of new towns and cities at strategic locations along the railroad routes. These communities spawned
localized commerce and trade thatiedhe opening of retail storesd businesséds serve local populations. Jewish
immigrants were among the most aclivestablising newcommerciakenterprises. The Sanger brothers, for example,
opened a series of stores along the Houston & Texas Central (H&TC) Railway as it extended from the Gulf Coast into t
fertile farmlands in the coastal prairies and on into rogfitral Texas. Cities alongaghH&TC Railway with sizeable

2ACouncil To Get Pl an F dheBaymwnsSgrugustd,me7é, 1, Péital todéxasfHistoryyg' , o
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1061931/m1/1/

Z2AEncycl opedia of So u-Th «ra@eldribg/Woldenbergdnstitute ofrsouthérreJewish, Ltifeos://www.isjl.org/texas
encyclopedia.html Rab bi James L. Kessl er, fiJews. O

2AAmel i a W. Wi | | i aHasdbookiofCTaxag OnlnkttpsHewwrtshaordine.org/handbook/entries/casieari
ZAEncycl opedia of So u-tThrasldribgWaldenbergdnstitute ofrsouthérreJswish llifeps://www.isjl.org/texas

encyclopedia.html
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enough Jewish populations, such as Hempstead (1880); Navasota (1874); Calvert (1873); Bryan (1870); Corsicana (1€
Ennis (1892); Dallas (1872); and Denison (1879), soon had synagauif@sJewish cemeteriés.

Oil Industry and Greater Jewish Diversity (19011945)

The statebdbs Jewish population continued to grow duri:
congregations typically remained small. Most of those who came early in the era originally hailed fromyGemnan

central Europe; however, that trend later changed as pogroms in RusBesterd Europe led to a new wave of Jewish

i mmi gration. These new arrivals introduced their own
population. Since most Jewiglopulationscontinuedto be modest in size, synagogues helped to unify their increasingly
diverse membership. The synagogues enabled thas#eséntJewish traditions (e.g., Reform, Orthodox, and
Conservative) to follow their faith in one central place. Increased numbers in larger cities, such as Galveston and Hous
over time led to the formation of multiple synagogues that catered to a spedifiotrdn smaller cities, however,
congregations often were more diverse. They typically became less rigid and more acatinghaddliffering traditions,

a trend that continued for decades. Such a practice helped to unify local Jewish populations, which remained distinct
minorities in communities throughout the state, as has been the case ingagsgaytown.

T e x sbsrgeoning oil industry brought dramatic change and unprecedented growth to locales where oil was discovere
As with railroad expansion, this new economic force led to the creation of boomtowns and triggered tremendous influxe
of people hoping to reagenomic rewards. Many of them were Jewish merchants. This trend began in Beaumont in 190
with the Spindletop gusher. The discovery brought tremendous change and growth to the community, and the local Jev
population swelled during the ensuinghhu$he same pattern emerged in other oil boom towns in subsequent years
including Brackenridge, Wichita Falls, Odessa, Kilgore, Longview, and notably, Goose Creek. Some of the oil discoveri
were in or near existing cities, and others, like Goose Cregkolthe establishment of entirely new communities.

Jewish diversity in Texas is also associated tithGalveston Movemenwhichlargely was a responsea mass

migration of eastern European Jews to ti$eatbund the turof thetwentieth century. Their swelling numbers soon
overwhelmed traditional ports of entpyarticularly New York. With limited resources, most of these immigrants

remained in the cities where they first arrived and settled, living in crowded tenements where their opportunities were
limited. To end this cycle and ease the hardships these imnsigmnasiured, multiple Jewish organizations in ttsaldd

Europe sought to redirect these immigrants to another port of entry where they could settledngested western

states. Ultimately these organizations chose Galveston as an alternative stendoity with limited space to grow,
Galveston was unable to absorb such an influx of people, which in turn, forced these new immigrants to settle inland. I
these locations, they had greater opportunities to build new lives in their adopted honedsfirdt §roup of Jewish
immigrants to arrive in Galveston came in July 1907 amid a sense of opfionish e pr ogr amds succe:
effort soon encountered a number of obstacles that hampered the number of new arrivals, and in 1914 thegmedram ce
operations. Nonetheless, the Galveston Movement brought about 10,000 European Jews through the port, a few of wh
later moved to eastern Harris County where oil was discovered ir’1916.

Prior to World War I, Jewish Texans were generally accepted in the communities where they lived. As Jewish historian
Hollace Weiner noted:

26 Encyclopedia of Southern Jewish Communiti@se x aGeldridg/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish,Ltifgos://www.isjl.org/texas
encyclopedia.html

27Jane Manaster, i Glandboak ®ftTexas OMipkttps:fiveviv.tshadnline.org/handbook/entries/galvestmvement Hollace
Ava Weiner, AThe Rol e of RAnmeritan dewBheHistonseptemhehl®97,B0art of Texas, 0
http://www.jstor.org/stable/23885566
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Texansd racial prejudices were exacerbated by the
Texans had no historical conflict with the Jews, nor were Jewish people as discernible as racial minorities. The
frontier ethic judged Jews as initiuals and gave them a chance to prove their ntéttle.

As the Jewish population increased and became better organized, the types of rabbis recruited to serve the growing
number of synagogues in the state shifted away from thoseverslid in Jewish traditions and ritsidhstead, organized
congregations sought FfAmixersodo who would be better ski
communities?® Part of that expanded mission led to rabbis encouraging greater interaction with neighbors and fellow
citizens of other faiths. They often worked with local newspapers to publish articles informing readers about important
Jewish holidays and traditionsu&h actions, they hoped, would promote greater acceptance and assimwitaligon
maintainingtheir cultural identity as the number of Jewish immigrants to Texas continued to rise during the twentieth
century. Rabbi Benjamin Wade, who served the Kbnesset
synagogue, adopted such an approachiteearrived in Goose Creek in 1931.

While well-intentioned efforts to integrate Jewish life into the consciousness of Texas continued, more systemic and ov
discriminatory practices directed toward Jews and other ethnic minorities increased after World War I. Such trends wer
especially coomon in housing as racial and ethnic biases became more open and blatant. For example, new subdivisiol
often restricted the sale of property to Jews, African Americans, and others through implicit means or with explicit
language included in deeds and auet restrictions. A particulartyansparenéxample is the River Oaks neighborhood

in Houston. Established in the mil®20s, River Oaks was promoted as an exclusive and deliberately planned residential
area for the cityos elite. However, its deveée9Spumedbg a
such a practice, many locally prominent Jews subsequently built houses in the new Riverside Terrace neighborhood in
Ho u st on 6day Third @are hstdevelopers catered to a growing Jewish residential market that included some of
t h e waalthigsbcitizens. Local architects who worked in Riverside Terrace comprised somethiimghofoad s wh o
within the local architecture profession at that time. Among the notable designers who received commissions in the
neighborhood included John F. Staub, Birdsall Briscoe, and Joseph Emmggdered by manytobddoust onds mo
successful Jewish architeétyet anothedesignemwho worked in the neighborhood was Lenard Gabert, a young Rice
Institute-educated architect who lived in the neighborhoodmnsided plans omany stylish houses througit the

1920s and 1930s (see Criterion C: Architectural Significance discussion).

Urbanization and Shifting Demographics (19461974)

After World War |1, the stateds Jewish popul ation be:q
and Dallas. Larger congregations led to the construction of new synagogues and other facilities, and as a wave of new
synagogues were Byimany presented more modern architectural expressions that conivektdge more traditional

forms that characterized most previously built synagogues in the state. Temple Emanu El (1949) in Houston is a prime
example. While this demographic shifsoited in new synagogues in urban areas, it came at the expense of smaller
communities. Dwindling memberships forced many congregations across the state to eliminate regular services and ev
abandon their facilities. Notable exceptions include the Tefag@el (1951) in Schulenburg and Shearith Israel (1957) in
Whart on, both of which were designed by Jewish archit
population in the major urban areamtinuedo the present day. In some conmities, like Baytown, historic synagogues

28 Manaster 304.

29 Manaster 332.

Charl es O. Cook and Barry J. Kapl an, C i BastTexa&Histotical dJournalDdiobéd 4, ¥ P a |
31, https:/scholarworks.sfasu.edu/ethj/vol15/iss2/8

St ephen Fox, ACiteSeeing: Riversi dE€iteWntenrld8Z,@22and Environs: An Ar
https://offcite.rice.edu/2010/03/RiversideTerrace_Fox_Citel9.pdEt e phen Fo x, TlPi5n3gaedbnok of Texxase@nline ( 1 8 8 7
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/fingeseph
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have assumed anewrpbervingpas a direct and tangible | ink to an i mp
ethnically diverse heritage that has assumed greater significance over time.

Criterion A: Et hnic Heritage oel®M4Baytownds Jewi sh Comr

K6 n e s s e SymagogumreatseNlational Register Criterion A in the area of Ethnic Heritage based on its association
with the Jewish population of the T@ities communities, now known as BaytoWmMu | t i pl e KoOnesseth
members were prominent in the early history and development of all three of-igeErin the Baytown area, and their
influence and contributions are keenly associated with downtown Goose Creek, in particular.eradamiores,

developed properties, and joined various civic and social groups that enabled them to become leading figures in the Tr
Cities area. Over time, however, many of these businesses and the buildings associated with the local Jewish commur

ceased to exist. The | oss of these direct and tangi bl e
IsraelSynagoguand what it represents to the local Jewish community buiiiding survives as an iconic local cultural
landmark with n gr eat er Baytown and is symbolic of a segment

has been | argel y unde$ynagqguéeatso asdoaated witlKthersebthame bf Jewishshistarg |
the Galveston Movemeitbecause several members of the original congregation immigrated t& the tie Texas

port. Fi nal | Y¥ynagsgada moewoehy s ah examglehifw a smalttown congregation, throughout its
entire existence, has united all local followers of Judaisggrdless of their background, traditions, and beliefs. The
number of such institutions across t heynagoqueoatindeats dwi

serve the local Jewish community and remains a source of pride among those linked to the congregation.

The broad themes associated with the local Jewish community of pdeseBaytown are shared among those in many
municipalities across the state, especially those established during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. N
and strong economiforces triggered the establishment of new towns across the state at that time. Railroad expansion w
the primary catalyst for the influx of Jewish immigrants to smaller cities throughout the state during the late nineteenth
century. As railroad expansiebbed, the discovery of oil at Spindletop in 1901 and the emerging oil extraction and
refining industries became motivators behind the creation of a new wave of cities and towns. Regardless of the underly
causes, people of different backgrounds, eities, and geographic origins came to these communities, lured by
enhanced opportunities and the potential financial rewards they offered. Among those who participated in this trend we
Jewish immigrants who typically established retail stores and sssiseThe discovery of oil in Goose Creek in 1916 and
ther esul ting influx of multiple Jewish families who fo
construction of its synagogue and community house in 1930.

Early Jewish Residentsinthe TRCi t i es Lead to the Establ i192ddment of KO©&

The first Jews to move to the area now known as Baytown havwentconfirmed; however, Charles Trifon and his wife
Bessie are believed to be among the earliest when they reportedly opened the Cozy Theater in Pelfj Bygel 913.

earliest and most reliable data source about the local Jewish population is the 1920 federal census. It identifies several
individuals (Sol Aron, Abe Aron, Alexander Grenader, Ira Guberman, and Henry Lerner) and their respective families
who latersiped KO6nesseth | srael dés articles of incorporatio
likely were Jewish but were not explicitly identified as such and do not appear in the next decennial census. Examples

32 Much of the following information is based on the work of Don Teter, a former men®@engriegatorK 6 nesset h | srael who
worked tirelessly to capture the historytbé groupand led efforts for theynagoguéo be declared a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark in 1991.
His unpublished manuscript, entitled @Oil Gev2lD080The Hhet siyngode
and complete source of information ab@gangregatorK 5nesset h | sr ael and the many contributi ol
BACharles Trifon: B a yrheoBaymowrsSyduner29, 2020n4, Rarta to Treaag Histaryo
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1468142/m1/4/
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include Abraham Goldstein, Abraham Stern, Abe NathadAbe Freshman, who emigrated from Russia, Austria, and
Poland, respectivel}.

The 1920 census reveals a degree of misunderstanding and lack of knowledge about Jewish culture as enumerators li
the native tongue of some residents (Sol Aron) as fiHe
enumeratords narrow worldview was further evidenced \
of those residents born in Mexigd he majority of people known or believed to be Jewish largely lived dispersed from

one another within unincorporated fAiNew Towno (Goose (
along such vaguely def i nedd itnh oHuombg hef ahroeuss i ansg fodi |G oFoiseel
Creek Refinery Shell Road. The heads of househuidlés) listed their occupations as merchants, clerks, or peddlers, but

a few others made a living with specialized skills such as shoemaker, carpenter, tailor, and=xlothier.

TheTexas Jewish Heritage Houstorbased newspaper, began reporting on events in Goose Creek by 1923 when it
noted that A. Grenedier (Grenader), T. Guberman, D. Aron, H. Lerner, C. Trifon, A. L. Stein, Dave Pepl, and D. Axelroc
made contributions to Keren Hayesod, a group tiiaed funds for the creation of a Jewish homeland in PaléStine.

While many of the articles that the newspaper published were typically social in nature, they also revealed the growing
stability of the TriCities communities and their Jewish population.

Tri-Cities Jews began to meet (date unknown) regularly for Shabbat services in a store owned by Sol Aron. While it
provided a place to gather, the space was limited and proved insufficient for weddings and other cetefsomies.
consequence, they often met in their own homes to conduct special events and services. In 1924, for example, Joseph
Betty Guberman provided their home for the wedding of his niece, and in 1927, the wedding of Sonia Lerner and Ira
Guberman took pice at the residence of Pinchus (also spelled Pincus) and Rose G&l&wmiaetimes, formal

ceremonies took place in Houston. The Bar Mitzvah of Alfred Aron, the son of Sol and Sadie Aron, was held at the Ads
Yeshurun Synagogue and the reception was held at the Hebrew Ir{8titute.

Establishmentof K6 nesset h | srael and -193¢ Building Program (19

With a growing Jewish population, important events and milestones such as weddings and Bar Mitzvahs likely helped t
local Jewish population organize the creation of K'nesseth Israel. Additionally, political causes like supporting Jewish
communities in Plastine also brought together Jewish citizens of the @edune 13, 1928, Jewish women created a
Goose Creek chapter of the Hadassah, a group that raised funds to support Jewish communities if Fhlestine.
creation of a | ocal Hadassah chapter presaged the cr e
incorporation on November 3, 1928. The charter includedye&0expiration provision; however, an amendment passed

34 Ancestry.com, U.S. Census Records, 1920,

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6061/images/4390418 00466?ssrc=&backlabel=Return

35 Ancestry.com

%A Congregat i onTheAlewash Herall Wosc8uneg 14, 1923, 6, Portal to Texas History,
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1520637/m1/6/

SiCongregati on K' Ne s s erhenDaily Sundareuary 431944 r6sPorkalota TexasaHiswory, 0
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1028635/m1/5/

%0 Go o s e The Jevesk Hevald Voicdovember 13, 1924, 3, Portal to Texas History,
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1520711/m1/3# L oTheJeveish BHerald Voigcdanuary 13, 1927, 5, Portal to Texas History,
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1520824/m1/5/

39f L o ¢ @He dewigh Herald Voic®ctober 27, 1927, 5, Portal to Texas Histtityps://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1520865/m1/5/
“°f Go o s e The Jevesk Hevald Voigdune 21, 1928, 12, Portal to Texas History,
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1520899/m1/12/
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in 1978 extended the charter indefinittl @ | i st of the 20 founding members a
Israel historian Don Teteis available inTable 81.

With one exception, all of the charter members and their families are listed in the 1930 federdf ddostisved in

Goose Creek, but others lived in Pelly or Baytown. The census also identified several other Jewish residents in the are
who were not charter member s of Kénesseth | srael, mo ¢
chater. The 1930 census recorded additional information that sheds further light on the background, education, and liv
of those tallied. The form allowed enumerators to record the year of first marriage; the ability to read, write, and speak
English; more dtailed information about occupations; and the year of immigration and country of origin. With this censu
data along with immigration records available from Ancestry.com, patterns emerge that show hovCitiesTlewish
population followed broad histical trends among other Jewish immigrants from that era. The majority emigrated from
Russia and other eastern European countries and arrived in the US via New York. Charles Trifon, Joseph and Ira
Guberman, and their brother Harry Lerner (who changed hignhaere among those who entered the US at Galveston
and appear to be associated with the Galveston Movement. Mose and Joe Sumner, as well as Morris Wilkenfield, were
born in the US and thus were already citizens. The census also recorded informatitimeastatiis of any veterans and
where they served. Five charter members were veterans of World War |. While two (Mose Sumner and Morris
Wilkenfeld) were USborn citizens, the other three (Esidore Aron, Joe E Moskowitz, and Alexander Grenader) were
recent mmigrants that had arrived just a few years before the war. Their military service attested to their patriotism,
loyalty, and dedication to their newly adopted homeland.

As the 1930 census indicates, Kénesset h | sHEasten Europe;c | u (
however, the desire to establish a place to worship, celebrate, and honor their faith unified them. Many newly organize
Jewish congregations across the state prioritized the establishment of a cemetery and delayed constructing a synagog
until the population planted firmer roots in their respective commun@iesgregantsdK 6 nesset h | sr ael
different path (a Jewish cemeterylgtibes not exist in Baytown). Soon after organizing, the congregation discussed the
building of asynagogue. Such a step was not universally embraced among its m&fiibersommunity of Goose Creek

had only existed for a decade, and some congregants worried that the oil boom town was too new and volatile to suppt

such a major capital i nvest ment . I'n the end, ardwithiteev er ,
project.

The initial step began in the summer of 1929 when KOori
Houston with existing ties to Goose Creek. He had pr ¢

Israel charter member Abea@n. He had also been the architect of the recently completed lodge for the local chapter of
the International Order of Odd Fellows (1.0.0.F.), an organization that was introduced to Texas in the 1830s by Jacob
Cordova. Cordova was a Jamalmarn Jewistpioneer who was prominent in early Texas histé§ol Aron was a

member of the lodge, amtherK 5 nesset h | srael thembers | ikely were too

“Donald L. Teter, "Ol L GEVALT. The History of the Baytown, Texas
https://docplayer.net/2089014Bil-gevaltthe-history-of-the-baytowntexasjewishrcommunity 19282008 donald|-teter.html

42 Elias Hochman was struck and killed by an automobile in 1929. The 1930 census is available at Ancestry.com, U.S. CelssU98&dBoose

Creek, Districts 0169172; Pelly, Districts 0173, 0174, Precinct 3, Districts 0177, 0178,
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6224/images/4547975 00589?ssrc=&backlabel=Return

43Donald L. Teter, 3.

“fiNatalie Ornish, fi De (Clo8r6ddapndimok of Bexas GnlinBtpg/nanetdhaolline®@/Bandbook/entries/de
cordovajacobraphael

“The dedication stone on the |l odge has deteriorated memiersfthecant |
building committee.
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Gabert completed his first set of pl ansThdHoustorkPostess et |
Dispatchreveals that the original design was grander than what was ultimately built. The newspaper described the proj
as asfiong, 38x80 feet, hol | dWhetloivdsteid was repodekl to denabouts$18®00e ¢
The cost | ikely was considered excessive since some |
congregationoé6s sustainability o%FRveweeks ateTheaHodstolbRostng b ut
Dispatchreported that Gabert was revising his plans for the synaddge. project was apparently shelved since no
follow-up stories appeared for several months.

The delay in the construction of the synafgrongartant | ed K
gatherings. The 1.O.O.F. lodge became the preferred location during the interim. In November of that year, the weddinc
between Dora Lerner and Isidor Wiener took place inthe LOO:Fhe event was amongelated ny
celebrations and gatherings held at the lodge both beforevendfter the construction of the synagogue.

By the summer of 1930he Houston Podbispatchreported that Gabert was completing plans for a-tested arched
synagogue in Goose Creek. Its dimensions (36x51 feet) were substantially smaller than those described in August 192
addition, the article stated that the project included a separsstory, 26x4 oot Acommuni ty house
constructio’®L at er t hat month, the same newspaper heral ded
the synagogue as the citybés | argest building project
was reported as $8,400hile that of the community house was $3,104, a combined cost substantially less than the
originally reported bid of about $18,000About two weeks later, the newspaper announced that C. I. Fortinberry of
Goose Creek had received the contract to build the synagogue for an approximate cost 0f%11,500.

With the aid of Goose Creek founder and stmbe Texas governor Ross Sterling, the congregation secured lots 1 and 2
in Block 7 of the Goose Creek town plat in 1980the synagogue. Sterling not only suggested the site, but he also
contributed $1,000 towards its purch&8anborn maps of 1926 show the property as unimproved at that time, but
multiple newspaper accounts over the years state that argableuilding with an elongated rectangular plan once stood

on the property (Figurg). It reportedly was a mess hall for the Humble refinery, although that claim has not been
confirmed. Multiple newspaper articles and interviews note that the building served temporarily as the high school whel
the Goose Creek school district was organizetPitd (Figurel0). In March 1923, the school moved to a new permanent
facility (later Horace Mann Junior High Schaaihd the property was cleared by 1926.

Following the award to the contractor in June 1930, construction proceeded at a rapid pace, and {benapiedst

sanctuary was made available in time for the congregation to hold its inaugural services for Rosh Hashanah, the Jewis
New Year, on Septeneb 23, 1930 (Figurél), althoughaformal dedication was held latat an unknownRabbi Jacob
Danziger, with the help of Melvin Goodman, led thiéial Rosh Hashanabbservance, which was conducted in both

“ASynagogue Bids To BastodposDispalch Agustlk $98% 52, Genealogybank.com.
““ACongregation K' Nesseth |srael Burns Mortgage, 0 5.

%1 $22. 000 St or,ed Arhodu sADimeaich Bemember 29, 1929, 23, Genealogybank.com.

“f Go o s e The Jevdsk Havald Voicdovember 14, 1929, 2, Portal to Texas History,
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1054912/m1/2/

YAGoose Creek Get s HaisowPosDispatch Juaed,alg30,1, Genealogybank.com.

A Goose Cr e ek Hdson RosDispatcR Jusee26, 8930, 3, Genealogybank.com.

2AFortinberry Get sHoBtpmPaspispatcthe Lwmé r2azt , D930, 24, Geneal ogybank. cor
appears to have been quite limited, but he was involved in numerous business and civic activities and served as mayGrediGoeire its
consolidation into Baytown, The Bewn Sun November 11, 197%6A).

537 E g @he dewish Herald Voigéugust 14, 1930, 1, Portal to Texas Histdrps://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1054882/m1/1/
A Goose Cr e &dmiWeekly Bribuindglay 2, 1925, 5, Portal to Texas History,
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1145532/m1/5/
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English and Yiddish® Rabbi Danziger, a graduate of the Hebrew Theological Seminary of Chicago, had been serving th
congregation for the previous two years, according to an article appearingrexdmeJewish Heritagh With both a
synagogue and community house, the congregation now had facilities to hold both traditional ceremonies and informal
gatherings central to their faith. The synagogue provided a space for regular Shabbat services on Friday nights and
Saturday mmings as well as services for Yom Kippur, Rosh Hosannah, and other Jewish holidays. It was also used for
weddings, Bar Mitzvahs, and additional consequential flobiituals.

Like other religions, the Jewish faith is not monolithic, and subgroups withiexteadedimbrella adhere to differing
interpretations of its theol ogy. EaStermEumpemsensces géhérallg s s et |
followed Orthodox traditions. Men and women typically were separated from each other (no documentation has been
suggest anechitzebeing used), although a few families reportedly sat together in the sart8aoh flexibility and
compromise were necessary in a community with one synagogue, a practice that was common in smaller communities
where a single synagogue served the entire Jewish popufatiotivities in the community house were more casual and
offered a setting for everyone to intermingle for social meetings, dinners, and other events.

Early Years of Kédmésseth | srael (1931

The organization of Konesseth |Israel and the constr ucd
population in the TrCities area that suggested widespread acceptance and respect within the greater community. The
wedding of Ruth Aron,dag ht er of Kbénesseth | srael charter members

Tyler, for example, made froqtage headline news in the local newspaper. More than 100 guests attended the ceremony
at KoOonesseth | sr ael eattodhe @ecegtiontathe |.O®.R lodenptieer story that the w
newspaper published in the summer of 1933 touted the devoutness of the residents-i@ithes Bnd nearby La Porte.

Of the 18 institutions described, the article featured images of only four institutions to represent tigeoeiptra
photograph of Kodénesseth | sr a#2).ltsweusionaunderscoredthdwehe foaalWewisip r ¢
population was integral to and prominent in the greater community at th&ftime.

Such reporting reflected the hard work, valwues, and
businesses that served the greater community. They constructed many of the buildings along West Texas Avenue in
Goose Creek, Main Street in Pelnd Market Street in Baytowwhichhelped to create commercial distsigtt each
community. They were joined by other Jewish merchant
likewise became successful. Harry and Sadie Blum, who dioviéhe area from nearby Mont Belvieu in 1929, for

example, opened the Style Shopp€Eollectively, these Jewisbwned businesses were so important to the general public

AJews To Open Synag dHgusten P@DispRichs hS eHmtsehmmear, 02 1, 1930, 23, Genealogy
Goose Cr eek Ne Wousten£hroniSlgSeptemleels, 1980, 4, Genealogybank.com.

%A Goose Cr eek TdewshHeqld VoicBepteniber 18, 1930, 39, Portal to Texas History,
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1054704/m1/39. o ¢ a | tradition maintains that Rabbi
formative years; however, that fact has not been confirmed. Newspaper and census searches have failed to identifyhahyamechystnce a

reputable publication identdid anot her i ndividual as the spiritual |l eader of Kone
Danziger as the first rabbi to serve the congregation.

571n Orthodox tradition, a partition calledhaechitzavas used to separate women and men; however, no documentation has been uncovered to
suggest that such a feature was used at Koénesseth I srael.

58 Donald L. Teter, 16.

A700 At t end-Kdssler NuptialaHeted AT b 8 D a, Dahuary 19y 1034 UL nPertal to Texas History,
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1020033/m1/1/

R T-Cities And LaPorte Co mmuThd TtiGitiesSSuylulye2d, 1983, @2,1P8rtal@HTexasdHisterg, , 0
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1020384/m1/29/

61Donald L. Teter, 24.
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that when the stores were closed in observance of high Jewish holidays, newspapers ran stories and business owners
placed ads to let customers know in advaiftgure13).

The prominence of the local Jewish community extended beyond retail sales and business enterprises, as several eme
as civic and social leaders in the-Qities area. Dave Aron, for example, served on the Pelly City Council from 1928 to
1930 and assudehis constituents and customers of his ability to run his store and serve the conifiithetarrival of
Rabbi Benjamin Wade from Beaumont in September 1931 t
leader helped to raise the profile of the synagogue and its members $tirtisecommunity outreach efforts promoted
acceptance and tolerance of Judaism throughout the greater community.

Soon after Rabbi Wadeds arrival, Goose Creekds newsp:
Kippur, Rosh Hashanah, Passover, Shavuot, Sukkot, and Hinése stories not only noted the time and location of
servi ces at butiheyalsoslesdribed theshistarg dnd significance of these holidays. The articles often
appeared on the front paga tradition that lasted for years. Rabbi Wade participated ircangregatiorrelated events

that included addressing local seeviclubs, holding interfaith talks at churches, and speaking at high school graduation
ceremonie$? He conducted what was reported to be the first Bar Mitzvah in Goose Creek in February 1932 for Eugene
Sampson, son of Jake and Mamie Sampsonof ®dljh e event mar ked the congregat.i
since such events previously were held in Houston.

In addition to his religious duties, Rabbi Wade shared his thoughts and opinions about political and current affairs at alll
levels. The local newspaper published a lengthy article he wrote about the controversial firing of the Goose Creek city

managerurging that the two sides forge a compronfi$ele al so sought to engage and |
and the general public on global issues. On March 3,938 e day bef ore Franklin D. R
32nd Presideit Rabbi Wade brought Mendel N. Fisher of the Jewish Telegrageady of New York City to present

a |l ecture entitled AHIitlerism, A Jewish Menaceo0o at K¢
Adolph Hitler posed to Jews in Germany and elsewhere and pleaded that Americans provide fiupaieias their

plight” Fishermade thesappeals just months after Hitler came to power in January.

Rising antisemitism also reached Kbdnesseth | sqglasel t w
windows on the North Commerce Street fagcade on the night of May 5%1B8&unately, no one was hurt. Rabbi Wade
discovered the damage the next morning and immediately notified local law enforcement. The newspaper seemed to
downplay the incident and suggested that children may have been responsible. Although those rdsptmsible

vandalism were never caught, the act no doubt alarmed members of the congregation who quietly repaired the damag

Rabbi Wade continued to lead the congregation until 1936 when, based on city directories information and the 1940
census, he moved to Galveston and operated a drug store. The last reported ceremonyhlelédrate s s et h | sr

2AEngaged in Business But Has Ti meDispatch, Dezember ¥, 1028, 26] Genealbgylvank,cam. The H
63 Wo r | d TheiJewish Herald Voig©ctober 1, 1931, 1, Portal to Texas History,
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1520966/m1/1/

A Rot ari ans He aThe DadywiibaneJurgil, 982, a, dPortal to Texas History,
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1020835/m1/1/

551 Go o s e The Jeveisk Hevald Voig&ebruary 11, 1932, 3, Portal to Texas History,
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1520985/m1/3/

%A Rabbi Wade Pl e dhtdailFToibuneAmille, 1982 L, Bortal to Texas History,
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1020056/m1/1/

fJewi sh Edi t or Th&VTriCities SupMaack 3, 1083; g Pottal to Texas History,
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1020582/m1/1/

68 Windows Broken From Synagogu&he Daily SunMay 6, 1935, 1https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1023296/m1/1/
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Synagoguavas the wedding of Lillie Aron and Herman Vogel on June 6, $9B6r the next several years, guest rabbis

led services for many high holidays. Rabbi Eskin of Madison, Wisconsin, and Rabbi D. L. Schnayerson of Dallas, Texa
came to Kdbnesset h | sr ae’HairyrroladdPRinchasnGoldfiél®vBrg amongete [aygeople v e
who led the congregation at various times. Without a rabbi to lead the congregation, community outreach and involverr
efforts appeared to wane as the number of articles about Jewish holidayis,ses s, and ot hetated Kbnes
activities in the local newspaper diminished over the next few years.

The situation changed in 1939 when Rabbi Benjamin (also known as Bennie) Danzigel inGoose Creek to serve
Kénesseth 1| srael and b e éHawvas thetbrethef i Rabbi Jadob Dahziger, evioorhadr e g a t
temporarily led the congregation after its organization. Like his immediate predecessor, Rabbi Benjamin Danziger
embraced a variety of public outreach effog@ve talks at local churchemnd participated in intefiaith unity events that

local clergy organized during World War'lPer haps hi s most visible role was
burningd ceremony that was h e thdaniual HaDukah eandighting féstiviti®& 1 n ¢
(Figurel14).The event was the subject of a lengthy article in the local newspalpératinghe final payment of the loan

that financed the construction of the synagogue and community. ichesarticle also detailadh e congr egat i
history "3

Kénesseth 1 srael i 49599 he Postwar Era (1945

stw
Rabbi Danziger served the congregation for the duratd.
social, and cultural hub of the |l ocal Jewish communit
effective Novembel, 1945*To find a replacement, KonessTexashlewisis r ae |
Herald Voice The search continued until December 1%& en Kbénesseth | srael preside
Rabbi Samuel Schwartz of Tredegar, Englamould lead the congregation. Until he could relocate to the US, his brother,
Rabbi Maurice Schwartz of Houston, would serve as temporary fabie new rabbi (Samuel Schwartz) had an
impressive academic background. He was ordained at the Jewish Theological Semiitearghester, England, and
served as a professor at the institutibAlmost two years passed before he was able to make the journey to Goose Creek
He arrived during the week of August 23, 1947, and met the congregation for the first time.

During Schwartzés tenure as rabbi, t he number of arti
those published when Rabbi Wade led the congregation, these articles explained the history and significance of the
services and holals. In addition, Rabbi Schwartz accepted a donation of land adjoining the synagogue from charter

A Mi ss Lillian Ar on TRaDaity Bunddhe 8,H @36, 3 Portal Yod exasIHistory,
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1095520/m1/3/

“AYom Kippur Wild.l Be Ce l T DadytSen8eptenber RS, 198652, Rodat t@ Texas Histoyy,, 0
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1095356/m1/2/

TiRabbi Dan zi g eThe Daity Sunkebruaey d6, 1989y le Podal to Texas History,
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1100446/m1/1/

i AFRhit hs Ser Vhedaly SupFphpuard 18,1942, 1, Portal to Texas History,
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1101257/m1/1/

“ACongregation K'Nesseth Israel Burns Mortgage, 0 5.
“fGoose Creek RabbiThdwishetlerad Ve@stobgrid 194504 Podal to Texas History,
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1103045/m1/4/

“fiRabbi Schwartz Takes TeeDpilg SuaDegembeis7s 1946 nl nPertalttto Texas History,
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1101498/m1/6/

“AENglish Rabbi Due T tTi aekselo@@mo&hroriBlgAlgpst 23, 1947, 3, Toenealogybank.com.
iCongregati on T dheNbailg SupAugust 23R1D4Y b4j Portal to Texas History,
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1027962/m1/4/
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members Morris Wilkenfeld and Dave Aron and oversaw the expansion of the community house’firh@48.

newspaper reported the construction cost to be $5,745, but the contractor was not identified. The addition more than
doubled the square footage and extended into the recently acquired lots to the nortt8jFidngreonstruction

compl emented the buildingds existing aesthetic and r e
original 1930 design, such as the pedimented parapet on the front @jigure

The newly enlarged community house also accommodated the growing number of Jewish families who moved to the T
Cities area in the postwar era. In 19thé congregation reached what turnedtotie its peak membership level with 47
families” Many of the new arrivals were professionals who worked at the Humble plant or other nearby industrial
facilities and joined Kbnesseth |Israel. The 1948 wed(
She was the daughter of Joe E. 8hmhche Moskowitz, who were related to Sol and Sadie Aron (Sadie and Joe were
siblings), all of whom were charter members of the congregation. Teter was a Rice Institute (Unbausiayed chemist

who moved to the area from Fort Worth in 1948 to warha synthetic rubber plant that was constructed in Baytown
during World War 11. He and Gertrude were married at
Samuel Schwartz officiated. Other engineers and chemists, like Teter, whd tadkie area in the decade following

World War Il included Richard Manne and Mervin Rosenb&lfiney were among a new generation of congregants that,
unlike most of their predecessors, werebun, collegeeducated professionals.

After serving the congregation for a few years, Rabbi Schwartz redigmadis position inSeptember 1953 and

returned to academic life. He joined the faculty of the Beth Yeshurun Hebrew School in Héli$temabbi did,

however, return to Baytown to lead services for high holidays in 1953 and?®%4h er wi s e, Kénessetl
attract another rabbi, and lay members of the congregation led services.

The late 1940s and 1950s proved to be somethiagaf ansi t i onal period for Kbénesse
community due to the shifting demographics of congregation membership. Almost half of the charter members and at
least five of their spouses died between 1945 and 1960. Notable deaths idtudadier Grenader (1945), Joe Sumner
(1946) Harry Lerner (1946), Charles Trifon (1948), Mamie Sampson (1948), Lillie Feinberg (1949), Abe Aron (1950),
Alex Lensky (1951), Sadie Aron (1953), Yetta Hocimnid954), Schprina Lerner (1957), Sol Aron (1958), Ira Guberman
(1958), Jake Feinberg (1959), and Bessie Trifon (1960). Almost all were naturalized citizens who emigrated from Euroy
however, their children, most of whom were born in the US and thusubamatic US citizenship, became increasingly
active in both the operations of the retail busi nesse
established the Style Shoppe in 1929, and their daughter Helen married Alfred (Al) MeliAgstinin 1941. The

ceremony took place in the synagogue and the reception was held at the community Hroeiséelingers later moved

from Austin by 1949 to join and eventually run the family business on West Texas A¢é&ikeeso many of their

Donal d L. Teter, 4 1948 BTie Daity i Sum§ept€ber L0 1948plpPoi$aBto T@x@adHiskby,0 Mar k, o
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1027431/m1/1/

®ASynagogue hi Fhe®ayioven SyManckl 28 a199R, 12 Portal to Texas History,
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1153899/m1/12/

80 Donald L. Teter, 14.2.

81i Regi stration for Hebrew School ThetlewBleHerl¥dce Auyustr28, 1958 2 Bartalte TeXase s d a y
History, https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1527047/m1/3/

2AnJewi sh Hol i dThgBaytosvn Syitepteraber:dy1958, 1, Portal to Texas History,
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1041670/m1/1i Ro s h Has hana RhdBaygowSSBeptemberBd 19640wn , o
Portal to Texas Histonhttps://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1041960/m1/1/

8fAHel en Blum, Alfred Mel i nTheDaily®eAugustd, 1941, % Eortatite Teras Sistonyd ay , 0
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1027564/m1/3/

AStyl e Shoppe Addshe Bogtows BiaOttob&rd, 1940, &,fPortal do Texas History,
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1029411/m1/6/
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colleagues, the Blums, and later the Melingers, closed the store during Jewish high holidays and ran advertisements tc
inform their loyal customers.

As they advanced in age, some of the older members of the congregation moved to Houston and either retired or
continued to run their family businesses remotely. They typically joined other congregations, yet they maintained their
me mber s hi p wdraelhThiktéem erdysaeceldnated over time. The congregation continued to hold regular
services, which typically were led by lay members including Pincus Goldfield, Harry Rotakdpfeon Paine. For the

high holidays, the congregation brought A. Papma of Houston to conduct services in Hebrew through at least the
early 1960s. By that ti me, Kénesseth 1| srael combined
congregant regar &ed as fAConformadox. o

Transitions and 50th Anniversary Celebration (19601978)

Formuchofthd 96 0s and i nto the 1970s, Kébnesseth | srael str
night services continued to be led by Pincus Goldfield, and the community house remained a place for parties, gatherir
and meetings for groupssuchtake | ocal chapters of Hadassah and Boénai

weddings and Bar/Bat Mitzvahs began to be held at synagogues in Houston. For example, Neal Manne and Steven
Rosenbaum, whose fathers were chemical engineers who came to Bawytbevpostwar era, had a joint Bar Mitzvah in
1968 at Temple Emanu El near Rice University in Hou&téno | | owi ng t he March 1973 dea

spiritual |l eader Pincus Goldfield, Yom Kippur and Ro:
since the synagoguweod6s construction in 1930.
The hardship that Koénesseth | srael endured during the

Jewishowned businesses in Baytown. That was especially true along West Texas Avenue where merchants already
struggled with competition fromew national and regional franchise stores, such as Kmart, WoolcG,iara s, @nrthé s
1960s. The situation became more dire in 1979 with the announcement of the San Jacinto Mall to be built at Garth Roe
and Interstate Highway 10 in Baytown. Garth Realdsequently became tbe tnyebws imai n street . O
trend, the owners of the Style Shoppe relocated their store to a new strip shopping center on G&rffhBadcation
orshuttering of so many of the retail stores that had
that was hard to reverse. The demise of so many local, famityed and operated businesses undermined the foundation

thathadledto#n f oundi ng of Kéent@yeareet. h | srael a half

Within this context, Kobnesseth |Israel celebrated its
6, 1979. While the celebration took place at a challenging time for the congregationspalkedhe beginning of
renewed interest and pride among congregants and ot he
estimated 140 people, some of whom had come from as far as Connecticut and Florida. Since the congregation did no
have a rabbi, Rabbi James KessleCob ngr egati on Boénai | srael in Galvestol
ceremony was both meaningful and quite relevant. His parents, Harry and Ruth Kessler, were the first couple to be
married in Kbébnesset h | s rnaféSblandBaiie A&ranywiae were merunveatad intheh e g r @
founding and organization of the congregation. Rabbi Kessler, who died in September 2022, went on to write several
books on Texas Jewish history and be€amgreghyi bheBémgmeé

85Donald L. Teter, 18.

%A Joint Bar Mitzvah ThesBayfowmSyiarthd2) 196805 Poifal to Texay History,
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1061582/m1/5/

A Ri tes For Longt i méerheBayjownoSwarct 20010781, PdrealrtceTexas History,
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1104827/m1/1f J e ws Her e T dheBayiown Siteptembber 261 1978, 1, Portal to
Texas Historyhttps://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1105014/m1/1/

8AStyle Shoppe | s No Whe@pytown Syraugustel4y 1979 I; Rottal to Tiexad History,
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1074832/m1/1/
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Morris Wilkenfield was among those in attendance, and he was the only one of the original charter members to join the
festivities®®

The Modern Era (1979 present)

The 50th anniversary of Koénesseth |srael hel ped Bayt
greater appreciation of the synagogue and community house as the hub of local Jewish culture, religion, and society. A
early as February 1978)embers distributed a opage newsletter that informed readers of important events and

activities of the synagogue and its members. The publication not only helped to maintain personal relabahislaijss,

fostered a shared sense of community thtatth waned i n recent years. By April
regular services on the first Friday of each month and celebrated the high holidays in 1982, again relying on lay membe
to lead the congregatiSAT he i ni ti ati veds success |l ed the congregat

at Kbébnesseth I srael for t h¥eBaytgvh Supublishedlaa grticle witB g phatcth e f o |
announcing the upcoming Yom Kippur/Rosh Hashanah services that year, a practice from long past that has now
continued to the present. By January -led®serlicesfittheritis set h
Saturday of every monff.

Growing pride and a renewed sense of purpose led the congregation to seek historic defigtiatisgnagoguwith

the Texas Historical Commission. Through the thorough work of members Don Teter and Merv Rosenbaum, the Texas
Hi storical Commi s s i o nSydagogliag aaRetoelel Tekds MHistsris leandmark irs 18%..e |
dedication ceremony was held on March 22, 1§32ter later used much of the information in the marker application to
prepare a more det ai |aaddtsdynagogudatwas complekedin 2088sneatkithge | s r a e |

congreg@d®dtihomdsni versary. This unpublished manuscript,
Jewish Community, 1928008 0 i s the basis of the statement of sig
manuscript includes additionaltest i cal i nf ormation from Teterds own r es

material from other congregants.

Kénesseth 1 srael h a s sto loithiegulareseatvicastmanthly and anrmihor dewvisht holidayseand
High Holy Days. However, the congregation has had to deal with a new set of challenges in recent years as the facilitie
have been damagdy devastating hurricanesriking the Texas Gulf Coast with greater frequency and strength. Natural
disasters are not a new phenomenon as Baytown has experienced a number of hurricanes and tropical storms since it
founded. Among the most severe wdresec al | ed A Surprise Hurricaneo of 194
caused widespread fl ooding throughout BaSymagoguein but di ¢
September 2008, Hurricane Ike made landfall near Galveston and caused much harm throughout the upper Texas coa
i ncludi ng KSymagoguekoth the dyragogue &nd community house sustained damage; however, the effect:
were more severe to the community house, where a new kitchen had just been installed a fewarl@mihAn

¥R 140 At 'Kesseth [sic] | SThedBaytownsSyriday 14h1978 nlpPiontalda Texas Histor,et e Her e, 0
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1074609/m1/3/

®ACongregati on Koéness €0lbs," RiseUaiversity, RendreniLidrary, Joan.and BtarBoedsAlexander South Texas Jewish
Archives, 0 Baytown Jewi s h htgo/schalarshiptrige.edithandle/1914/408888 1, 197 8,
“fiCongregation KoOoness &toh Olss roa &l la mRpmbsoholaiship. ritedefulHagd®/0941/108983

2Texas Historical Commi ssi on, AHIi storic Mar ker Appl i catheiTexas: K6 Ne !
Historical Commission, 1991, Portal to Texas Historyt, t ps: / / t exashi story.unt.edu/ ark:/ 67531/ me
BASynagogue hi Fhe®ayioven SyrManckl 28 a199R, 1A, Portal to Texas History,
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1153899/m1/12/

“ACongregation Kbédness &tOh Olss roa e/larReoasr dno,ntd.s In5@DO08,
https://scholarship.rice.edu/handle/1911/108804/discover?filtertype 0=datelssued&filter_relational operator 0=equats®%HBF000+TO+20
09%5D&filtertype=datelssued&filter_relational operator=equals&filter=2008
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insurance settlement awarded Kdnesseth I"Krdaeelss®th, QG
received a small grant from the Jewish Federation of Greater Houston to help offset renovat®n costs.

In 2017, Hurricane Harvey caused extensive wadkatted damage to the sanctuary. The building was subsequently
deemed unsafe for occupation until some type of remediation could be implem&medsive fundraising effort was
initiated at the end of 201@nd over $215,000 was collected through personal donations and grants. Many donors were
former memberdamilies of former membeysr Baytown citizens who still had a love and attachment to the
synagogud’Then KoOonesseth |srael applied for and received
Supplemental Historic Preservation F@dhe grant also enabled The University of Texas at San Antonio, Center for
Cultural Sustainability to prepareacas¢ udy anal ysis to assess the synagog
completed in October 2022. The synagogue is now safe to occupy and is used again on a regular basis.

Criterion C: Architecture

K0 n e s s e3yhmagohgugposaesstsignificance under Criterion C in the area of architedtupartbecause of its
association with Lenard Gabert (182976), a Houstoiased architect whose career extended from the early 1920s to the
1970s (Figured45 and16) Gabert was among the earliest and most prominent Jewish architects in Houston. Most of th
commissions over his lengthy career were in the city of Houston, but he also worked across southeast Texas, including
Baytown, Liberty, La Grange, Wharton, and Cgé#eStation. He mostly served a Jewish clientele and designed a wide
range of buildings that included singbnd multifamily residences, stores, warehouses, offices, schools, and synagogues
Among his besknown works are Eldorado Ballroom (1939), Tempieanu El synagogue (with Mackie and Kamrath,
1949), the Houston Jewish Community Center (1950), Temple Israel in Schulenberg Congregation Beth Yeshurun (19¢
with Eugene Werlin).

Lenard Gabert (18941920)

Lenard Gabert was born in Navasota, TerasJune 27, 1894, the only child of Morris and Rilda Gabert. After his

mother died in 1898, he lived with his maternal grandparents, Gustav (Gus) and Berta Lewis, at their residence at 192¢
Avenue L, according to 1900 census recof8i$he next decennial census notes that he lived with his father and his
second wife Marie at 1902 Hamilton Street in Houston. He was confirmed at Temple Beth Israel in Houstorin 1909.
Although he initially attended Texas A&M College (now Texas A&M University) from 1910 through 1912, he returned
to Houston and enrolled in the inaugural class of Rice Institute (now Rice University) in 1912. He was one of six studer
in the architecturerogram that was led by noted local architect William Ward WatRiRour years later, he graduated

9 The University of Texas at San Antonio, Center for Cultural Sustainability, 9.

%A Congregation Koédness &toh Olss roa eSle pReanbred s ,1 ,¢c .2 00BD50 s
https://scholarship.rice.edu/bitstream/handle/1911/109047/wrc12217.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y

"AFor Fut ur eTh&Rantevn Sydanoary 28, 2018, 10, Portal to Texas History,
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1450972/m1%b@ha Bauman, email message to David Moore, April 16, 2023..

%8 The University of Texas at San Antonio, Center for Cultural Sustainability, 10.

®Much of the existing documentation about Gabert ds |ralhistoriam Stdphgnr o f |
Fox whose keen insights are cited in multiple reports and historic designation applications cti€sigeetl buildings. While these materials serve

as the foundation of this overview of Gabertds car tenatermlgldanei gni f
from census records, city directories, newspaper articles, andsotirees of information. Perhaps the most valuable and extensive documentation of
his work is the collection of his architectural records that has been donated to the Woodson Research Center at Rige Universi
(http://archives.library.rice.edu/repositories/2/resources/1113

100 Ancestry.com, U.S. Census Records, 19ths://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui
content/view/54287315:7602?gsfn=Lenard&gsIin=Gabert&ml_rpos=1&hovR=1

Vg Gal veston, 0 The Jewish Her al d V ohitps:#texasBistory.ent.&ly/arkl6SBYmetagth847P1onvi/a |t
St ephen Fox, fARice University's School of Architecture Turns 10
https://magazine.texasarchitects.org/2012/09/02/septeod@ner2012/
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with a Bachelor of Science degree in architecture. Not long after his graduation, the U.S. entered the World War, and h
served in the U.S. Army Hospital Corps. Following Armistice, Gabert returned to Houston and resumed his civilian life.

The foll owing decade mar ked a pivotal time in Gabert
father and stepmother at their residence on Hamilton Street, and he listed his occupation as architect. By 1922, he sha
an officewith his father, who was in the real estate business, in the Binz Building in downtown Houston. That same yea
he married Gladys Thelma Rotholz in Kansas City, Missouri. On October 29, 1925, their first child, Lenard Morris
Gabert, was born, and by the# the Gaberts announced the birth of their daughter Rilda on July 31, 1929, they had
moved to a house at 2506 Arbor Street designed and built by Gabert the previdts year.

Launching His Professional Career and Early Work (19221)

Although he may have had earlier commissions, the first building that Gabert is known to have designed \stsya two

edifice (demolished) constructed in 1922 at Chartes andlaye et s f or t he Bdédnai Abraha
(Figurel7)®I n i ts article announci ng The Haustdn Pdsduted the gricanveptionalp o ¢
nature of its subscriptiehased financing and identified Gabert as the architect. This was the first of many articles in loca
newspapers that tracked Gabertds growing success as

Soon after the Bbnai Abraham building was compl eted,
several multfamily properties in Houston that no doubt augmented his income and supplemented his nascent
architectural practice. Ashe begardt@ vel op t hese properties, he identifi

directory of 19224. However, that was the only year he described himself that way and subsequently listed himself as
AArchitect . 0-exhutexapleeohutidadily buildingsithat he designed and built include a-siary

brick house at 1307 Isabella Street (1923) and the Peacock and Plaza Court Apartment$4ta Aldtin Street
(1924)1%He also owned at least one other at 1107 Eagle Street (demoli$traat)additional information, please see

Table 82.

As Gabertds practice began to grow, he also designed
own office (demolished) at 1315 Bell Avenue (Figi8). This modest Spanish Colonial Revigyle building was
indicative of Gabertdés early reliance on traditional
provided space for a store, a somewhat common attribute of his earipemadiesigns. A good and relatively unaltered
example is the building at 42 Emancipation (formerly Dowling) Avenue that Gabert designed in 1929 for Carl Leshin.
An article inTheHouston PosDispatchn ot es t hat Atwo stories wild.l occupy
on the sé&%ond floor. o

103 Ancestry.com, U.S. Census Records, 192s://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6061/images/

4390418 004667?ssrc=&backlabel=Retukncestry.com, Birth, Marriage & Deathttps://www.ancestry.com/search/categories/Batestry.com,
Houston, Texas, City Directory, 1922ps://www.ancestry.com/discoveryeontent/view/1121579731:2469?tid=&pid=
&queryld=437e59b1b7637c58a940cfodd1d5hh 7hsrc=XZp15& phstart=successSource i Ga b e r t Bui | ddeustthP@st 000 Du
Dispatch April 1, 1928, 64, Genealogybank.com.

AaBOdrith Associati on TheMlossto@Poptt danttaFgr28ui L@8k2Ag, b0, Geneal ogyban
$20, 000 f or TheHoustonBPosFebmiary8g1922, 14, Genealogybank.com.

RpJanuary Bui | di n dHoudtenrPosDispatch$ 2J &0r8BWa r8yl 43 b, 1924, 7, Genealogybank.
Landmar k Designation Report,o City of Houston Planning and Devel
https://www.houstontx.gov/planning/Commissions/docs_pdfs/hahc/reports  ACTION/JunAction/Ca1411 Austin LM _ACTION.pdf

63 Gi ve Them Comfort with 'ThedewisikHeiald Voic@cober 15,1824, 6, P&taldoiTexasdistery, 0
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1520707/m1/6/

07 $22, 000 St or eHoustordPosDismatch Febeuary 2, 1929, 21, Genealogybank.com.
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Most of his clientele were members of Houstonds gr owi
popular among the many residents in the predominately Jewish neighborhood of Riverside Terrace in tiiapresent
Third Ward where he maintainegslown residence (Figuiko).

Gabertdos reputation soon expanded beyond Houston and
examples included the Fair store arfibapital in Liberty, the Leon Abovitz house in Wharton, and several projects in the
Tri-Cities area of eastern Harris County. His first known commission in Goose Creek wastarpistore on West

Texas Avenue that he designed in 1926 for Abe Aron, asbedvy goods merchant and later one of the founding
member s of K& Arenduiltesevaral dther canamlercial buildings on West Texas Avenue, the locations of
which have not yet been documented. It is not known if Gabert designed any of these buildings.

In 1929 the Goose Creek chapter of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows (1.O.O.F.) lodge hired Gabert to design a tv
story building at the corner of West Texas Avenue and North Jones Street. The building, which remains a distinctive
architectural landmark preserdday downtown Baytown, was constructed for $30,000 (Figdye. At t he bui
dedication on April 26, 1930, Daniel Barret, U.S. Representative whosle @ongressional district encompassed the
Tri-Cities area, came to Goose Creek and spokiee ceremonial laying of the corner stéfiedis presence confirmed

the buildingds i mportance to the community. Many- | . O.
Cities areanotable among them was Sol ArBfiHe owned and operated a successful dry goods store and was the
brother of Abe Aron, who had previously hired Gabert .
Aron was on the building committee, he likely would have had interactiaghsGaibert. Thus, Gabert and members of the
newly organized KoOonesseth |Israel had connections by t
of a synagogue in 1929 about two blocks due east of the 1.0.O.F. Lodge (see Criterion gatifousnore information
about the construfyndgagye of Kdénesseth | srael

Gabertds practice flourished during the 1930s despit e
He continued to design residences, apartment s, and st
community, many fowhom built houses in the Riverside Terrace and Braeswood neighborthbadsther notable

building of the era was the Eldorado Ballroom at 2310 Elgin Street (National Register!'202@.two-story, Moderne
style building was constructed in the heart of Houst
an important music venue and cultural landmark for Black Houstonians.

Gabert again served in the military when the country went to war after Japanese Imperial forces attacked Pearl Harbor

registered underthespa l | ed A0l d Manés Registrationd (men who we
in the US Army or US Army Corps of Engineerble initially reported to San Antonibut by July 1943he was stationed
at Camp Swift near Bastrop where he worked i n tthee Enfq

entire) duration of the war st he and his wife Gladys announced the confirmation of their daughter Rilda while living at
1035 East 4#h Street in Austin. He was discharged on December 31, 1945,

183 Ar c hi t e c Houdton PoSRidpadch July 18, 1926, 7, Genealogybank.com.
9% Goose Cr eek Héustan PosBidpatoh Apeil@7, 930, 47, Genealogybank.com.
A 0dd Fel | ows H #abuston RasDispatc Detobdr 8001929, 15, Genealogybank.com.

Wstephen Fox, fACiteSeeing: Riverside Terrace and Envi rownr€itd An Ar
Winter 1986, 1213, https://offcite.rice.edu/2010/02/CiteSeeing_Fox_Cite16.pdf

126 El dorado Ballroom, 0o National Register of Historic Places Nomin
https://atlas.thc.texas.gov/NR/pdfs/100007402/10000740Q2.pdf

WAncestry.com, Draft, Enlistment and S dewishHemldVoidelSepeembden3glodd, R, Partaltton O

Texas History, Portal to Texas Histohttps://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1102755/miE@&ish HeraldVoice May 17, 1945, 3Portal
to , Texas History, Portal to Texas Histomgtps://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1102606/m1/5/
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Postwar Career (1943976)

Gabert resumed his architectural practice aftercludinghis military servicein 1945, but he began to take on new kinds
of projects of a larger scale. William Jackson Wisdom, a University of Texas graduate, joined the firm by 1949 as an
associate architect and later became a partner. After Wisdom left the firm in 1957, Gabexd thamame to Lenard
Gabert and Associaté¥.

Whil e t he bul-WorldWar liGvark fecusedpsimagly, leut not exclusively, on residential designs, the firm
received commissions that were considerably grander and more complex tharetboséhe war. He and his firm
designed warehouses, public schools, and even shopping centers. SeeZTfabls8re information.

As the breadth of his practice expanded during the postwar era, Gabert also received a number of commissions for the
design of synagogues and other Jewgdhted organizations. These projects represent some of his most celebrated work
and largely defineik architectural legacy. Temple Emanu EI (1949) at 1500 Sunset Boulevard in Houston won

wi despread praise both locally and nationally. Buil:t
undertaking with Mackie and Kamarath, another promikntstonbased architectural firm. This neisonic

architectural landmark incorporates Usonian design principles that Frank Lloyd Wright espoused at the time. Upon the
t e mpdorapieson, critics praised its modern, Avaditional form, and it was even highlighted in the December 1949
issue ofArchitectural Forum(Figure21). Another national publicatiorrchitectural Recordfeatured the Jewish Home

for the Aged, which is extant on Herman and Almeda Road (F&f2)td he lengthy article provided numemoaxamples

of new design ideas and concepts to accommodate the growing number of senior citizens in the U.S. Gabert designed
building with his associagaV. J. Wisdom and Joseph Krakow.

In 194950, Gabert designed the Jewish Community Center at Alameda Road and Herman Drive which served the entil
Houst on c¢ o mgrawng lewish popdation.IHe also received other commissions outside of Houston including
the Temple Israel in Schartburg in 1951. A few years later, he designed a synagogue for Congregation Shearith Israel
(1956, but destroyed by fire in 2010) in Wharton that was noteworthy for its building footprint configured in the shape of
the Star of David®®

Demographic changes in Houstonds predominately Jewi sl
wave of new synagogue construction in Meyerland and surrounding areas as the African American population in the Tt
Ward area increased and Jewish residents moved out. Gabert remained popular within many of the congregations,
evidenced by the numerous commissions the firm secured to design new facilities during this period. Examples include
Adath EmethSynagogud1960, demolished 2018) at Solghaeswood Boulevard and Green Willow Drive, and Temple

for Congregation Beth Yeshurn on Beechnut Street in Meyerland (1962, remodeled).

The success of Gabert and his firm continued throughout the 1960s and 1970s as is evidénvdéytting of
architectural records on file at the Woodson Research Center at Rice University.

Gabert died on September 12, 1976, and his son, L. M. Gabert, a civil engineer, took over the firm, which was later
renamed Gaberibuzalaf & Associates, Inc. In 2017, drawings from the firm were presented to the Woodson Library at
Rice University where Leard Gabert had been among the first graduating class of this institution and its architecture
programt1®

114 A|A Historical Directory of American Architects,
https://aiahistoricaldirectory.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/AHDAA/overview?homepageld=20644018

WBREncycl opedia of Sou-tWhearrt oheGoidiadgp\okligniiemunstitute iofeSsuthern Jewish Life
https://www.isjl.org/texasvhartonencyclopedia.html

118 An inventory of the records is available online at the following Ihtkp://archives.library.rice.edu/repositories/2/archival_objects/265584

Section 8, Page 33


https://aiahistoricaldirectory.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/AHDAA/overview?homepageId=20644018
https://www.isjl.org/texas-wharton-encyclopedia.html
http://archives.library.rice.edu/repositories/2/archival_objects/265584

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places REGISTRATION FORM
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018

K6 n e s s e tShnadogue, 8aytown, Harris County, Texas

Gabert enjoyed considerable success for over echattury. While the bulk of his work was in Houston, he received
commi ssions throughout southeast Texas and mostly wor
synagogue designbkut he also wathe architect of numerous residences, apartment buildings, retail stores, @ffides,
industrial and warehouse facilities. He has made a lasting imprint on the architectural history and development of Hous
and surrounding areas, including Kbnesseth | srael i n L

Noteworthy Example of an Early Modernistic Jewish Synagogue

Besides its association with Lenard Gabert, Konesset!/l
area of architecture as a noteworthy example of a Jewish synagogue that retains its salient features and embellishmen
an exceptionallegree While the synagogue is not a textbook example of any academic style or architectural expression,
is noteworthy for the quality of its design. The intricate brickwork, tall and narrow raxahed windows and motifs,
expansive front parapet withsubtle point arch, and stylized ornamentation are particularly significant. Stylistically,
however Kbénesseth | srael i s somet hing o f-ceatury spnagoduesaiTexagh e
and appears to be more dblandof both traditional (Byzant®omanesque Revival) and Modernistic architectural ideals.

Based on a cursory examination of secondary sources, synagoguesTeitisnduringhe late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuriesften featuredymmetrically arrangedrimaryfaca d es si mi | ar t o %' Howdvero f |
they incorporated ornamentation and embellishments based on traditional architectural movements. Notable examples
include Temple Betfl in CorsicanaTemple FredainBryam nd Templ e B6 nai ofwhkich wesgel i n
listed in the National Registef Historic Places'® Temple BethEl was completed in 1900 in the Moorish Revival style,

a rare and somewhat eot-the-ordinary architectural expression in Tex@sthTemple Fred¢ 1 913) and Te m
Israel (1923kxhibit elements of the more common Classical Revival style, which was popular during the early twentieth
century.

Whil e Kbénesseth I srael Synagogue shares many of the ¢
also displays characteristics associated with the Modernist movaeneiserihg a departure from synagogue design

norms at that time, at least in Texas. Tiesvstylewas innovative and turned away from historic precedents and
reinterpretations of older and more familiar styl es;
Synagogue even heralded the beginning of a new trend in synagogtectucdi design in Texas, albeit at a modest

level. Architects of Jewish synagogues in later years, and especially after World(iWaluting Lenard Gabert)

embraced modern architectural forms that changed perceptions of how a synagogue shouldagideguto the future,

not the past.

When completed in 193@he buildingimmediately became a source of pride not only to its members but also to the entire
community of Goose Creek. Photographs of the synagogue appeared in the local nehigpdipbtingthe synagogue

as yet another part of the rich mosaic of the still
design also contrasted with other religious buildings in Goose ©fdbk eraAn article inThe TriCities Suril93328
includesseveraphotos ofth&e i t y6s most i mp o r(Figune 12) MostWweregxamples of Gathichrdli n g !

Classical Revivalnspiredarchitectural forms and expressions that veemamonthroughout the state and nation.

WaTexas Hi st ohtpse/atiSitht.texas.gbvt FEs¢cpcl opedi a of S oTexabhetpsHwwl.esihoigdelas c o mmu n
encyclopedia.htmlHollace Ava Weiner and Kenneth D. Roseman, Lone Stars of David: the Jews of Texas (Waltham, Massachusetts: Brandeis
University Press, 2007).

WaTempl-El Bet Nati onal Re gi st eMomiodtion FAdrns, 1986; i ¢ Pl aces I nventory
https://atlas.thc.texas.gov/NR/pdfs/86003687/86003687.pdii Te mpl e Fr eda, 0 Nati onal -NBmirgtiosRoent of H
1982, https://atlas.thc.texas.gov/NR/pdfs/83003128/83003128.pda nd A BO N ai Il srael , 0 Nat i oiNeminatBRregi st e

Form, 1983https://atlas.thc.texas.qov/NR/pdfs/86002613/86002613.pdf
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Kénesseth 1 srael Synagogue, on the other hand, presert
standard religious architectural norms of the time, and it remains a distinct architectural landmark in the community.

The buildingds architectural significance is also rej
(now Baytown). Up until World War I, synagogue designs in Texas and other southern states typically relied on
conventional forms firmlyaoted in the past, which was especiallye for those that served larger congregations in major
cities. Samuel D. Gruber, PhD.,asioted architectural historian and historic preservatiaristhas written extensively

about historic Jewish art and areguture in the 3 and abroadand he has assembled a collection of historic postcards

t hat presents a quick overview of these architectur al
Architecture aWiostlegamples hre frooh the riinetéeyth aind early twentieth centuries and showcase
high-styled buildings based on traditional forms and display sophisticated designs and intricate details; many of them a
in Texas. As the collection reveals, synagoguegihssiluring the interwar period (191939) began to shift away from

hi stori cal precedents and instead embraced new, mor e
movement. Noteworthy illustrations include those that can lssifiled as examples of the Art Deco and Moderne Styles
which presented a simpler and more massive aesthetic that often incorporated geometric or stylized repetitive
ornamentation.

Some synagogue designs of the era, however, were more transitional in their approach and incorporated elements fror

both traditional and contemporary ideal s. K 6 rBersstin,t h |
a prominent architeatr a | critic at the ti me, wrote about the tre
Synagogue Architecture: Creating a Style of Expressi\

design in the USynS8hegweostéyt babf iRoraeesquOrevivad ailapted t® bea B
sure, to mo d?€Sudchandagsesamentsemainly capglyt o Koénesseth | srael Syn
analysis is consistent with Gruberdés own relatively 1

Writinginhi s bl og entitl ed ASamuel,GCabarciamnddlenat@avh esrtht A t K&n
IsraelSynagogue design witihha broad contextual view of Jewish synagogue architeatube time(lt is important to

note that Gruber has a direct connection K 6 n e s astha nephdwsfrMose hnd Joe Sumner, both of whom were
founding members of theongregatiorand pioneer merchants in Goose Crgkle stated hat t he bui |l di n
described as conve,yo nlgutd aKdebsettl ISrackisthy far'the singbesd and nsost streamlined
-pointing the way to modernist synagogues of the-péstid War Il perioddt?! He alsowrotethatthe synagoguis a
relatively common desi gn oJeshard{#18¢in Mew XarkdCitysapdehe Bréed Stiadt | vy
Schul (1923) in Los Angeles as earkamples (Figures 23 and 24). Both buildings have symmetrically arranged front
facades with large, roundrched motifs in the central entrance bays, extended paragitsrtior vaulted roofs/ceilings,

and tall and narrow rourarched windows.

The National Regi ster nominations for these two builc
their respective designs. Furthermore, they illustrate how architectural historians have grappled with the complex desig
qualitesoft hese buil dings. The Congregation of Boénai Jeshu

ASemitic Style. o The nomination argues significance
of what Robert A. M. Stern deribed in his bookNew York 1930: Architecture and Urbanism Between the Two World
Warsas "a new phase of synagogue design. ™ The nominat

aSynagogues of the Sout h: httAs/syhapagesofthasouth.cafcredu Jewi sh |l dentity, o
120iThe Problem of Synagogue Architecture: Creating a Style of Expressive of Am@aramentan{March 1947),
https://www.commentary.org/articles/ractvéischnitzerbernstein/theroblemof-synagoguerchitecturecreating-style-expressiveof-america/

i Samuel Gruber, "USA: Baytown, Texas Celebrates Synagogue Restor
http://samgrubersjewishartmonuments.blogspot.com/search?g=goose+creek

Section 8, Page 35


https://synagoguesofthesouth.cofc.edu/
https://www.commentary.org/articles/rachel-wischnitzer-bernstein/the-problem-of-synagogue-architecturecreating-a-style-expressive-of-america/
http://samgrubersjewishartmonuments.blogspot.com/search?q=goose+creek

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places REGISTRATION FORM
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018

K6 n e s s e tShnadogue, 8aytown, Harris County, Texas

Classical Revival mode and returned to a Middle Eastern design vocabulary. However, their design differed from the
idiom used for nineteertbentury synagogues. The exterior of the synagogue does not have the ornate decorative gqualit
seen on the facadebtbe Central Synagogue and other early Moorish synagogues. Rather, B'nai Jeshurun is an austere
stone building with ornament limited to the tall centrally placed entrance pdrtal.

The other precedent cited by Gruber is the 2001 nomination of the Breed Street Shul (listed in the NRHP as Congregat
Talmud Torah of Los Angeles), which classifieeb ui | di ngds architectural styl e
posits that the building possesses significance under Criterion C for its design qualities and notes

[tlhe exterior of the brick synagogue includes dichromatic (alternating bands of sarustoee) brickwork on

the facade,rourd r ched wi ndows and doorways characteristic
prickly f ol i ag ergacicamonfs (palgnettds) anchStarsmftDaval in-teief cast stone detail.
Following Byzantine tradition, the intersecting barrel vaults of the sanctuary ceiling depict the firmament and
overall handpainted decoration blend art with architecttffe.

The interior of Kbnesseth | srael synagogue | i kewise |
are somewhat contradictory to many modernistic desiggr
Kbnesseth I srael s interior relies almost exclusivel.
seemingly visual incongruous stylistic approach might

familiar surrounthg for services conducted within the sanctuatyVhile the motive and rationale behind such stylistic
differences have not yet been documented, the result presents a somewhat contradictory visual experience that
underscores the synagogueds transitional design qual.

Gabertds design for the interior is also noteworthy I
branches of Judaism practiced within the modestly sized Jpafsiiationof the TriCities areaWhile the synagogue

did not have a formal affiliation with any denomination, most congregants followed Orthodox tradititindle

synagogue designs of the era shared many essential interior architecturaldestigieas the bimah, ner tamid, and

arkd thatcharactedeany synagogue and identify such an edifice as a distinct building type, other design elements were
sometimes added as a response to the practices of a particular branch of Judaism. An important tradition associated w
the Orthodox denomination, for expha, required that men and women be separated during services. As a consequence
many Orthodox synagogues featured a galbedyalconyreserved for women. Such an architectural elerieatly

would have increased construction comtsl likely would have beenostprohibitive for smaller congregations like
Kénesseth |Israel. An alternative was the use of a pal
mechitza was a permanent physical feature (walh) i | e i n others it simply was a
Israel, Gabert did not include a permanent mechétzd the sanctuary remained open. While no written documentation
has been found during research nordwral Hstories indicated that a curtain was ever used, a megutzblycould

have been utilized.

Conclusion

Since its completion in 1930, the synagogue and community housethelK 6 nes s et h | sr ael have
Jewish community of Baytown and surrounding areas. Although some windows were broken in an act of vandalism in
1933and swasti kas and a misspelling of Hitler was spra

22ACongregation Bonai Jeshurun Synagogue and Community House, 0 Na
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/753194p6 86.

2 Congregation Tal mud Torah of Los Angeles (Breed Street Shul), o
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/123859047810.

24Gregory W. Smith, email to David Moore, August 4, 2023.

125Donald L. Teter, 16. The other branches of Judaism besides Orthodox include Conservative and Reform traditions, anelseach of t
denominations includes subsets with differing customs and practices of varying degrees and subtleties.
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members have not been the subject of other reported antisemitic acts. Indeed, many congregation members historicall
had been held in high regard throughout the community of Baytown and have volunteered their time to a variety of pub
causes. Mose Sumndédon and Gertrude Teter, Merv and Jean Rosenbaum, and Benjamin Moskowitz are among the
many notable examples. While the | ocal Jewish popul at
reached its high of 47 familieapproximately 200 peoglin 1947, its members have remained a tightly knit community
thatrepresestan i mportant yet under appr Bdewiahsetttbmdntdegancsgon aftér thd a
discovery of oil, and most of those who came were merchants who operatedrtanblysinesses that provided goods for
local consumers; however, these businesses have since elodedany of the stores have been severely altered or
demolished. The loss of so many establishments founded by Jewish individuals only underscores the significance of th
synagogue and the remaining Jewi sh cednnpurnd steyr vtaot iBoany ta
IsraelSynagoguend othedewish houses of worshifelps to overcome growing antisemitic sentiments of recent years
and reminds all residents of the state that Jewish Texans had important roles in business, politicahdsoalalral

circles and remain significant within the rich tapestry of Texas history.

Further more, Syéagngres s pt s éstraedn i mportant commi ssi on ¢
successful Jewish architects, Lenard Gabert. Other buildings of his design that have been subject to historic designatic
local, state, and national levels typically refertothensa gogue at Koénesseth I srael as
|l engthy career. While most of Gabertds work was in Hc
that haeleft anindeliblefoo pr i nt on the regionbs architectur al char

as more people have begun to recognize and Sgnpgogue ci at e

26 For Fut ur eTh&Rapt@vn Surdanoary 28, 2018, 10, Portal to Texas History,
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1450972/m1/10/
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Table 81. List of CKlcharter members irelphabeticalorder.

Member Life Span | Occupation E‘;ﬁ;j Coourr:gt]rﬁ/] of A\r(r(iavir d Spouse Life Span E?];tr;*f goourr:;% A:(rievaer d
Aron, Abe 18761950 | Merchant | New York Russia 1905 Rosie Wilkenfeld 18861978 | New York | Austria 1900
Aron, Dave 18891979 | Merchant | New York Poland 1908 Sarah Krakower 18901965 | unknown | Romania | 1899
Aron, Esidor 18951941 | Merchant | New York Russia 1911 Orina Wilkenfeld 19001978 | unknown | Hungary | 1903
Aron, Sol 18881958 | Merchant | NewYork Russia 1906 Sadie Moskowitz 18931953 | N/A USA
Feinberg, Jake 18861959 | Merchant | Philadelphia| Poland 1908 Lillie 18861949 | unknown | Poland 1908
Goldfield, Pinchus | 18981973 | Merchant | New Orleans Russia 1923 Rose Lerner 18991990 | unknown | Russia 1923
Grenader, 18891945 | Merchant | New York Russia 1913 Grace Keilin 1897-1978 | unknown | Russia ?
Alexander
Guberman, Ira 18821958 | Merchant | Galveston Russia 1920 Selma Schneider ???21984 | unknown | Austria 1920
Guberman, Joseph | 18781963 | Hotelier Galveston Russia 1917 Betty Aptkar 18861949 | unknown | Russia 1922
Hochman, Elias 18781929 | Died unknown Unknown Yetta Wachstein 18781954 | unknown
Kaplan, Harry 18901964 | Merchant | New York Russia 1913 Sara Rosenstock 18981972 | unknown | USA N/A
Lensky, Alex 18891951 | Merchant | unknown Russia 1909 Toby Croft 19031974 | Galveston | Poland 1921
Lerner, Harry 18671946 | Merchant | unknown Russia 1909 Schprina Guberman 18771957 | unknown | Russia 1909
Levin, Samuel 18921966 | Merchant | unknown USA N/A Edna Levin 18891992 | N/A USA N/A
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Moskowitz, Joseph | 18961955 | Merchant | Galveston Hungary 1912 Blanche (Bertha) 18951960 | New York | Poland 1921
Lowenberg

Sampson, Jake 1891-:1967 | Merchant | unknown Russia 1907 Mamie Massin 18961948 | unknown | Russia 1913

Sumner, Joseph 18911946 | Merchant | N/A USA N/A bachelor N/A

Sumner, Mose 18901966 | Merchant | N/A USA N/A ¢AffAS &¢SSqUnknown | unknown

Trifon, Charles 18861948 | Merchant | Galveston Russia 1905 Bessie 18921960 | unknown | Russia 1905

Wilkenfeld, Morris | 19001982 | Merchant | N/A USA N/A Beatrice Shafer 19091998 | N/A USA

Source: Donald L. Teter. OIL GEVALT. The History of the Baytown, Texas, Jewish Community; Census and NaturalizatioAiestrgsom.
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Table 82. Newspapearticles noting the work of Lenard Gabert ichronological order.

Headline Date Page| Newspaper | Key Info

B'rith Association Lets Contract For 192201-23 | 10 Houston Post | B'rith Abraham association lets contract for building at Chartres and Clay to L.

Building Allen; L Gabert, architect

no headline 19231007 | 10 Houston Post | LGabert is erecting a twetory brick veneer house at 1307 Isabella to cost $10,

January Building Permits $2,039,814 192401-31 9 Houston Post | Two-story apt house with 16 units with three rooms each; L Gabert is owner

With Houston Buildings: Courtesy of 192607-01 7 Houston Post | Store for A. Aron in Goose Creek; A.T. Hinge wins contract

Builders' Exchange of Houston, Inc.

Construction News 192607-04 | 34 Houston Post | Two-story, fourunit building at La Branch near Alabama Ave for M. Stein

$40,000 Brick Store Planned on Houstor| 192611-21 | 14 Houston Post | Two-story brick veneer store and apartment building for D. Laufman; on Houstc

Avenue Avenue and Enid Street

Architect's New Office 192701-30 | 37 Houston Post | Rendering: L Gabert@ffice at 1315 Bell; Spanish Colonial Revival

Freeman Home Let To Roberts 192711-06 | 21 Houston Post | For Harry W. Freeman at 2216 Rosedale Avenue in Riverside Terrace; J.A. Rq
contractor

Gabert Builds $10,000 Duplex 19280401 | 64 Houston Post | For L Gabert at 2506 Arbor in Riverside Terraestp®/ brick veneer

no headline 192804-22 | 20 Houston Post | L. A. Gabert building twstory brick veneer on Arbor between Dowing and Live
Oak

Store and Flat Built on Dowling 19280520 | 24 Houston Post | ForCarl Lechin; twstory brick veneer store and apt building at Dowling and
Barbee

Synagogue To Be Built At CeMiura 192807-01 | 29 Houston Post | For Rodesei Sholon on Conti at Maury Street

Freeman Home In Riverside Terrace 192807-08 | 15 Houston Post | Rendering: M/M Harry W. Freeman at 2316 Rosedale Ave corner of Dowling i
Riverside Terrace

Pulaski Plans Warehouse 19280909 | 17 Houston Post | For L. Pulaski; Warehouse and Office building at Leeland and Dowlingtaope
concrete tile construction

Berlowitz Buildings $15,000 Residence | 192811-11 | 17 Houston Post | For J. O. Berlowitz, cotton broker at 2321[?] Southmore in Riverside

Pulaski Iron & Metal Company Opens N{ 192812-30 | 28 Houston Post | Photos of building and interior

Building

NewBuilding Is Located At 2307 Leelan¢ 192812-30 | 28 Houston Post | Investment of over $75,000; contains approximately 6500 sf for both offices an
warehouse at rear; served by Southern Pacific RR

$22,000 Store and Apartment 192902-17 | 21 Houston Post | Rendering: at Dowling and Barbee

Berlowitz Home In Riverside Terrace 192904-21 | 12 Houston Post | Rendering: for Mrs. J. O. Berlowitz at Southmore Blvd and Dowling in Riversid

Jewish Synagogue 19290804 | 20 Houston Post | In Goose Creek; orstory 38x80 feet ohollow tile, brick, and stone

Synagogue Bids To Be Opened Wedneg 19290811 | 52 Houston Post | Also reference onatory brick residence at Rosedale and Chenevert streets for

Levine
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Jewish Synagogue 19290929 | 53 Houston Post | Gabert revising plans; also os#ry brick veneer store and orstory brick veneer
residence to be built adjacent; owner not announced
Gabert Plans New Store Building 19291006 | 23 Houston Post | For B. D. Kaufman; orgtory brick veneer store and adjacent brick veneer house
Oxford and Sixteenth Street; also triplex for A. Silverman at La Branch and
Wentworth Ave
Heights Store Award Goes To M.W. 19291013 | 22 Houston Post | To M. W. Gilliam; for B. D. Kaufman; estery brick veneer store and adjacent
Gilliam brick veneer house at Oxford and Sixteenth Street; also triplex for A. Silvermat
La Branch and Wentworth Ave
Odd Fellows Hall Work Started 19291030 | 15 Houston Post | Award to J. T. Gaught; Sol Aron a member of building committee
ThrivingCommunity 192912-31 | 58 Houston Post | Photo: A. Aron Building on Texas Avenue
Fair Store At Liberty 1930:02-23 | 20 Houston Post | Rendering: Myer&night Construction of Beaumont wins bid
MyersKnight To Build Fair Store At Libel 193002-24 3 Beaumont L Gabert architect
Journal
La Branch Home Soon To Be Ready 19300302 | 73 Houston A Silverman House at La Branch and Wentworth
Chronicle
Liberty Hospital 193004-06 | 20 Houston Post | Hospital for Drs H. Caplovitz and R. L. Harris:gtwoy brick veneer building
Goose Creek Gets Jewish Synagogue | 1930:06-01 | 25 Houston Post | Gabert completing plans; steel trussed arched ceiling and-bpitoof; also
erected a onestory 26x41 community house
Goose Creek Gets Jewish Synagogue | 1930-:06-05 6 Texaslewish | Architect Leonard [sic] Gabert; also mentions community house
Herald
Synagogue Bids to Be Opened Tuesday| 193006-08 | 24 Houston Post | Includes synagogue and community house
Fotinberry Gets Synagogue Contract 193006-22 | 24 Houston Post | Approximately $11,500
Art Stone In Variety Made By Firm Here | 19300804 | 20 Houston Houston Art Stone Co. and reference to cast stone at K'nesseth Israel
Chronicle
Goose Creek Congregation 19300918 | 39 Texas Jewish | Rabbi Cantor Jacob M. Danziger and Rabbi Melvin Goodman will conduct ser
Herald for new synagogue in Goose Creek
Jews To Open Synagogue On Rosh 19300921 | 23 Houston Post | Photo of synagogue and community house; description of services
Hashana
New Wharton Residence 193506-16 | 21 Houston Leon Abovitz Gabert architect
Chronicle
Home To Be Built on Southmore 193507-07 | 22 Houston Rendering; Mr./Mrs. Robert S. Jarrett; Gabert, architect
Chronicle
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Bids Being Taken To Build Two Residen 193508-04 | 31 Houston ForNathan Krakower in Riverside Terrace; Morris Rauch in Braeswood
Chronicle

Contract Let To Build Riverside Terrace | 19350818 | 30 Houston Krakower House; to I. Falls, contractor

Home Chronicle

Krakower Residence Work Paused, Will| 193509-01 | 28 Houston At Alameda and Wichita

Finished Nov. 15 Chronicle

Home Will Be Built On University at 19350915 | 22 Houston For Leon Radinsky, head of a local finance company

Stockton Chronicle

Erection of Brick Duplexes Planned 19350929 | 30 Houston For Isadordrauch; at Chenevert and Wichita; for Mrs. J. Gaber in Washington
Chronicle Terrace

Duplex Under Construction 193512-22 | 49 Houston Rendering: Rauch Duplex and Abovitz House
Chronicle

Plans Out For Bids On Building Tailor's | 193512-22 | 50 Houston M/M S. B. Collins in Washington Terrace at Ennis and Rosewood

House Chronicle

Plans Being Drawn For House To Cost | 193603-01 | 23 Houston Article mentions three houses including one by Gabert for M/M Michael Levis.

$25,000 Chronicle presidenttreasurer of the Houston Pipe and Supply Company; on Green Briar

Duplex Bids Asked By Leonard [sic] Gak 19360315 | 28 Houston For M/M H. M. Farwood in Armand Place just off South Boulevard
Chronicle

Building To Be Erected On Main At 19360322 | 24 Houston Rendering: for Leon Lewis; 19 efficiency apartments

Wentworth Chronicle

Bids to Be Opened On $10,000 Home | 19360816 | 24 Houston For M/M M.N. Dannenbaum; he is president of the M.N. Dannenbaum Co.
Chronicle

New Duplex At West Alabama And 193701-17 | 19 Houston Rendering: for Mrs. W.A. McNabb

Mandel Chronicle

The Modern Attic 193702-07 | 77 Houston Photo of attic of Leon Radinsky's house at 2047 University Blvd
Chronicle

Nathan's Inc. Remodeling Contract Let | 193703-28 | 30 Houston Gabert design Nathan's Store and Leon Gordon Jewelry Store next door
Chronicle

Rubenstein Home On Chenevert 193711-28 | 29 Houston Photo: for Sol Rubenstein at 5012 Chenevert
Chronicle

Store Building For N.J. Klein Being Erec{ 193801-02 | 15 Houston For N.J. Klein, president of Klein Ice Cream Co., at Fannin and Tuam
Chronicle
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Home Being Built For J.R. Orloff 19380814 | 17 Houston At Wichita and Dowling; he is with the Southern Transfer and Storage Co.
Chronicle
no headline 193903-26 | 26 Houston Store for ButletGrimes Co. Inc., 300 block of West 19th Street
Chronicle
Bids Are Slated on Apartment house 193907-30 | 14 Houston Eightunit brickveneer apartment house on Chenevert; owner not identified
Chronicle
Work Started On $25,00Building For 194002-11 | 13 Houston Broadway Food Market at Broadway and Brutus
Food Market Chronicle
Dannebaum Firm To Erect Building 194004-21 | 18 Houston Firm makes mechanical equipment for refineries and other industries
Chronicle
no headline 19410525 | 46 Houston Reference to L Gabert frame building 1316
Chronicle
Rain Delays W. E. Sampson's $50,000 | 1941-07-27 | 40 Houston Separate residence in article; for L. Pulaski, junk dealer, to be built in Riverside
Home Chronicle Terrace; twestory brickveneer; J. O. Jones general contractor
New $75,000 Residence of Louis Pulask 194204-12 | 49 Houston Photo: at 3416 South Parkwood in Riverside Terrace
Chronicle
no headline 194604-07 | 38 Houston Post | Rendering: Lone Star Bag and Bagging Comgé&rg0o0 sf at Calhoun Road and
Dumble
$25,000 Expansion Program Started By | 1947-03-16 | 25 Houston At Milam and Rusk; addition and renovation
Star Furniture Co. Chronicle
Bids to Open on Church Building 1947-09-26 7 Jewish Herald | Revised plans for Congregation Emanu El ready
Voice
Working Plans Almost Finished 194801-20 8 Jewish Herald | JCC plans will be finished by Feb 1 and then submitted for bids
Voice
Store Building Is Started By Suburban C| 194802-29 | 42 Houston Post | Rendering: for . eutser, president of Suburban Building Co., at 6636
Harrisburg
Lone Star Bagging Company Office 194804-18 | 29 Houston At Calhoun and Dumble; Le Blanc Inc., contractor
Underway Chronicle
New Center Becomes Reality 194807-01 1 JewishHerald | JCC Building Committee accepts plans of Lenard Gabert
Voice
Building Plans Develop 194807-22 8 Jewish Herald | Revising plans for JCC; ground breaking in early fall
Voice
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Committee Approves Center Building OU 194809-02 8 Jewish Herald | JCC Building Committee approves general plans
Of Planning Stage Voice
no headline 194810-07 9 Jewish Herald | Building Plans Critique Here (Temple Emanu El)
Voice
Architects Work 194810-21 8 Jewish Herald | Gabert revising plans for JCC
Voice

Bread PlanAdditions Set 19481024 | 57 Houston Post

For Southern Bread Co. at 2015[?] Lubbock

Building Plans In Final Stage 194811-25 | 10 Jewish Herald

Gabert working on final plans for JCC

Voice
17a. Bid, Proposals: Notice To Contractq 194812-01 | 59 Houston Grant Park Elementary Road at 4200 Liberty
And Bidders Chronicle
Working Plans Almost Finished 194901-20 8 Jewish Herald | JCC plans will be finished by Feb 1 and then submitted for bids
Voice
Building Plans Near Completion 194902-10 8 Jewish Herald | Waiting for submission of structural and other engineering plans for JCC
Voice
Houston Printing Firm Awards Building | 194902-27 | 55 Houston or Kaplan & McAughan, printers, at Canal and Navigation
Contract Chronicle
17a. Bid, Proposals: Notice To Contract( 194906-01 6 Houston Grant Park Elementary Road at 4200 Liberty
And Bidders Chronicle
Bellaire to Get Meyer Brothers' Tenth 19490904 | 16 Houston Rendering: notes W. J. Wisdom as associate; located at B&8aitevard and
Store Chronicle Third in Bellaire

Grant Park School 19490904 | 71

Photo: Grant Park School on old Liberty Road; for "negro patrons"

Emanu El Dedication To Be Held 1949-09-08 1 Jewish Herald

built in "modern style;" designed by Lenard Gabert and MacKie and Kamrath,

Ready AbouMay 1

September 910 Voice associates
Center Building Will Begin Early In 1950| 194912-29 1 Jewish Herald | Contract awarded to Tellespen Construction Co.
Voice
Lauterstein's Plans Corporation; New 1950-01-05 1 La Grange | for George Lautersetin; in dry goods business for 40 years; announces retirem
Store One Of Texas' Most Modern To Be Journal but forms new corporation

Store On La Branch Projected 195004-30 | 32 Houston Post

for Harold Turboff; onestory masonry store and warehouse; at 2000 block of
LaBranch

1950-:06-29 1 Southwest

Citizen

WUP [West University Place] Office
Building Set

at Notingham and Kirby; reference to Gabert as architect
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Taylor, Moss Named On Zone Board 195007-20 1 Southwest TriangleRefinery Co. office building approved at Notingham and Kirby
Citizen
New Lauterstein's Opens Friday 195008-17 1 La Grange | formal opening of new store with photos of key officials of company
Journal
GroundBreaking Held For New WU [We{ 195009-07 2 Southwest for Triangle Refineries office building at Nottingham and Kirby;
University] Building Citizen
$75,000 Tourist Courts Started on 195011-16 1 Freeport Facts | For Lee and Frank Arrington; near Velasco; 20 units
Highway 288
Temple And Community Center To Be | 1951-04-17 1 Lavaca County| Photo: at NW corner of Baumgarten Street and Kellet Ave; Bohlmann Brothers
Built In Schulenburg Tribune contractors were lowest bid
New Store Due Here 1953-01-08 1 Baytown Sun | for Mangel's women's apparel store on Wdstxas Avenue; Gabert and Wisdom
architects; onestory bldg with mezzanine with 3,100 sf
The First National's New Motor Bank 196012-01 1 La Grange | in 100 block of N. Jefferson St, adjacent to Ed A. Gissgance Bldg; designed by
Opening Slated Friday and Saturday Journal Gabert and Associates
1960 Annual Report: Congregation Beth| 1961-03-01 5 Message Lenard Gabert & Associates and Eugene Werlin & Associates working on plan
Yeshurun new building
Story About Wyatt's Cafeteria In Error | 196607-29 | 5 Baytown Sun | Baytown Restaurant (ca. 2022 City of Baytown Utility Building)

Sources: Portal to Texas History, Newspapers.com, and Geneaologybank.com
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Maps

Map 1. Aerialview f Kodénesseth | srael in Baytown, Harris Count
coordinates of the central poiGoogle Earth (accessed January 8, 2024).
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Map 3. Map of Goose Creek P[d918) showing the original town site of Goose Crééite that laterth&€& 6 ne s s et h
Israel congregatiopurchased lots 1 and 2 of Block 7 in Goose Creek and built the synagogue i8d9@@. Office of
the County Clerk, Harris County, Texas
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Figure 1. This insurance map of Goose Creek from 1926 depicts commercial development along the 100 and 200 blocl
of West Texas Avenue. Another map in this edition depicts théasitke northwh er e Kénesset h | sr a

however, the lot is unimproved in 1926. Source: The University of Texas at Austin, Perry Castafieda Library Map
Collection.
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Figure 2. 1926 Sanborn Fire Insurance Mefzilfrom Goose Creek shamgt h e
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synagogue and community house was unimproved. The largefwaood building that had temporarily served as the high
school was dismantled or moved. Source: The University of Texas at Austin, Perry CastafiegdMaipr@ollection.
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Figure 4. This photograph was taken in the late 1940s and shows how little the synagogue has changed since that time
The community house at the far right of the image has not yet been enlarged (the addition was completed in 1948);
however, it presents the same general character of the building as it stands today. Source: Texas Historical Commissic
Hurricane Harvey DOE Request files.
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Figure 5. This floor plan depicts the mostly open interior of the sanctuary and delineates the Bimah, the raised platform
where services are held. Source: Case Study Analysi s:
Synagogue, 2022
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Figure 6. This floor plan shows that most of the interior of the community house is open and provides an ideal space fo
variety of functions and activities. The floor plan also notes the two restrooms and kitchen at the southwest corner.

Source: CaseBtdy Anal ysi s: Findings of Summary Vulnerabilit
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Figure 7. This image appear s i n -Veeeklypribbune that shdwbagelthe di t i
communityés growing sense of permanence, stability,
Kénedsagtaltel , were among the most active devel opMeaekly i n
Sun, May 12, 1925, The Portal to Texas History.
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Figure 8. This fullpage ad appeared in the Texas Jewish Herald during the summer of 1930 and illustrates the support
Sterlingés candidacy enjoyed among members of the gr e
supporters are severalclteat me mber s of Kbénesseth | srael including /
Guberman, Joseph Guberman, Joe E. Moskowitz, as well as architect Lenard Gabert who designed the synagogue an
community house. Source: Texas Jewish Herald, July 24, 198 dial to Texas History.

| STERLING

- for Governor.

The undersigned citizens of Houston and Harris County desire to endorse R. S. STERLING in his candidacy for GOV-
ERNOR OF TEXAS.

They have known Mr. Sterling for a long period of time and, based upon their knowledge of him, wish to express the
fnlloying statements:

That Mr. R. S. Sterling is a man of unimpeachable character, integrity
and above the slightest reproach as to his honesty.

That he is a man of indefatigable energy and capacity for civic service.
That he is a business man and is conservative yet very progressive.
That Mr. Sterling’s habits and morals are unassailable.
That Mr. R. S. Sterling is considerate of the views :
of others, not only as to matters of business, but |
- - - . . B }
also as to opinions of religion. We are convinc-
x d Mr. Sterli gl judi ¢
: ed Mr. Sterling holds no religious prejudices.
; : W
That we sincerely believe that R. S. Sterling will make one of the best
Governors that the State of Texas has ever had,and earnestly solicit @
‘our friends and acquaintances to support his candidacy in every
reasonable way.
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Figure 9.Color-coded map depiictg final consolidation of the T+Cities into the municipality now known as Baytown.
Source: Baytown Sterling Municipal Library.
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THIS MAP SHOWS PELLY, TEXAS ON MARCH 6, 1948, THE DAY BEFORE THE NEW CITY CHARTER CHANGED THE NAME TO BAYTOWN.
STREETS BUILT AFTER THAT DATE ARE NOT SHOWN. STREET NAMES SHOWN ARE PRIOR TO THE 1948 RENAMING.
ALL ANNEXATIONS BY PELLY AND GOOSE CREEK FROM THE BEGINNING ARE SHOWN.

|

PELLY ANNEXATIONS IN RED REFERENCES: GOOSE CREEK AND PELLY CITY COUNCIL MINUTES ‘GOOSE CREEK ANNEXATIONS IN GREEN

NO. DATE AREA SANBORN FIRE INSURANCE MAPS, 1926, 1931, 1938 & 1948 NO. DATE AREA

PY-00 1919-12-06 INCORPORATION HARRIS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT MINUTES GC-00 1919-01-28 INCORPORATION

PY-01 1325-04-03 REDREW SOUTH LINE 1948 BAYTOWN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MAP GC-01 1923-06-27 EXPANDED BOUNDARY

PY-02 1928-03-24 PRODUCERS AND ASHBEL SMITH OIL CO ‘GOOSE CREEK DAILY SUN NEWSPAPERS GC-02 1930-06-10 EAST TO TENTH STREET

PY-03 1928-06-06 CEMETERY, HIGH SCHOOL HARRIS COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT GC-03 1934-12-03 LAMAR SCHOOL TRACT

PY-04 1945-12-09 UNINCORPORATED BAYTOWN & BUSCH TERRACE 1548 BAYTOWN CITY DIRECTORY GC-04 1935-11-08 LEAVINS ADDITION

PY-05 1946-07-27 LEE HEIGHTS, GULF HILL, HUNTER TRACT HARRIS COUNTY DEED BOOKS GC-05 1940-11-12 MORRELL PARK & STEWART HEIGHTS
PY-06 1947-03-07 CONSOLIDATION WITH GOOSE CREEK GC-06 1945-01-05 WEST TO GOOSE CREEK STREAM
PY-07 1847-04-23 ISENHOUR BAYSHORE GC-07 1946-01-01 EAST TO CEDAR BAYOU
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Figure 10. This photograph, taken in about 1919, slkrowsw 0 me n 6 s b @ drdnteof the avboHrane dulamg
that once stood onthe site of preserdy Kdnesset h | srael. Source: Bayt own
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1930, Geneaologybank.com.

- -GOOSE CREEK BUILDING ACTIVE

u delicatessen.

f Ermk and conerete construction,

More than $35,000 is represented in the two Goose Creck structures pictured lhelow.
Kinstry hotel at DeFee avenue and Ashbel street.
floar will house a Grocery Etore on the Ashbel street side, while the DeFee avenue atore will be occupied by
The building is of briek, reiuforced concrete and tile covstruction and will cost §35,000.  Below
ictured the Jewish synagogue neariug ccmplnuon at Commerce strret nnd Main avenue.
At the rear is 1he recreation and edurational building.
represent an investment of more tham $20,000. .

The second floor will include 35 guest rooms.

At the top is the Me-
The first

The huilding is
The two buildings

BUILDING SETS
RAPID STRIDE

With work well under way nn
Prinity FEpiscopal church at Baytown
construction in the Uri-Cities contin-
ues to set a fast pace for the year

with more than $1,000.000 in private
ggdﬂ public construction in sighit for

Included in this list i= a $350,000

school program just completed by the
Goose Creek independent district, twn
church buildings, two hotels, more

than a score of commernial structures
and many apartment buildings and
Drivate residences,

"Chis sum, however, does not include

$150,000 street pnvmg program in
Guusa Creek nor 5"50.000 rogl
building program now under way
there as a part of the county highway
Prugram

mong the public structures in-
eluded in the 1930 building program
are the Reidland hotel at Baytown,
just completed &t a _cost of more than
$50,000, and the McKinstry hotel at
Goose Creck, now under construction.
This latter h\lilﬂing will_contain 15
.znest rooms on the second floor. On
the first floor will be two store rooms,
one tn be orcopied by a grocery amd
the other by a delicatessen. Thr
building is being erected by
McKinstry, pioneer GGoose Creek llulrl
man, at a cost of $335.000.

Completion of the paving on Gonsn
Creek street will mark the last of the
present street program in Goonse Creek,
City, county and Lrapert} owners are
mmpemhn" on this project to pro-
vide a 40-foot pmetl street thrmmh-
out_the entire distance within the eity
limits of Goose Creek.

Cost _of shoulder paving is heing
defrayed by owners of abutting prop-

’J.he Gaonse Creek street project is a
part of the 3.3 miles paving authar-
1zed by the board of county eommis-
sioners between Baytown and Cedar
Bayou, The route is by way of Main
street in_ Pelly
street jn Goose Creek,

and  Goose Croeek

COUNTY SCHOOL
CLASSES ELECT

With a tatal of 666 enrcolled in the
Crosby independent  school  district
during the opening week, plans were
rapidly shaping far swadent activities
m the high sehool.

Semor  class wiheers
nonperd  Satnrda
wix named pres
linrd, viee 1
secretary ;
arms. and
sponsor,

Friday “night the high sehool faculty
was entertained hy the Women's Mis-
sionnry society with & party at Cros-
by Methodist ‘chureh, Mrs C. A.
Fortner was in charge of the pro-
gram.

\Iemhpm of the high school faculty
J. Jenson, slf|\e!ltlfl‘ndellt
3. Jnnk-«m. principal:s H. 0. Nie-

ware nn-
ndersan
ho} v Hil-

der rdina Garbs,
I‘1n3d L.ums sergeant-at-
H. Q. Niefneyer, class

Figures,

TOMBALL FAIR
AWARDS FIXED

Premium hsts for the Uombnll-Huf-
smith fair to be held Qctober 24, and
25, are beng distributed. Show prem-
iums amounting to $150 in the depart-
mentd of agrienlture, hve stoeck, hume
econonues, culinary. poultry, canning
and preserving, floral. art and ncedle
work are Bcilly offerel. Any scheol
within 20 miles of Tomball will be nl-
lowed te exhibit auy kind of farm
products, couvking. canning or hand|
made articles. The schoul _ exbibits
enll for a first prize of $15, second
prize $10 and for all others i

Rebearsal is_heing made for two
plays to be held in community hall
under the direction of Miss Jimmic
Rene Ogg, for October 24 and

Offlu'rs of the fair assocint are.
hl  neacidant: Williom ITal.
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JEWS TO OPEN
SYNAGOGUE ON
ROSH HASHANA

Jews of the Fri-Cities will worship
in their new synagogue at Goose
Creek for the first time when they
gatber Tuesday to observe Rosh
Eaoshnos, the Jewish New Year.

The series of religivus observances
are to be held
Ruhbi M  Danziger, temporary pastor
of the ‘I'ri-Cities cougrezation, assists
egt by Rabbi Melvio Gendman.

Rabbi Danziger will preach Tues-
day evening on “The Call of Shafar.”
Wi crlnesdn\ Rabbi Goldman will speak

\u]dhh on A New Year's Mes-

Program is alsn being planned for
srvimee of Yom Kippur, or Day of
Atonement,

The new synngogue is lovated at
Commerce sireet and Main avenue.
Waorkmen were busy Snturday putting
fmishiug touches on the new build-
ing in preparation for the coming

rams.  Dedication of the building,
*. will wot be: held until later
ar, accorhing to 3, Grenado,
president of the congregation, an-
nouneed Sawarday.,

In mddition to the splendid concrete
and stucen synagogue the congrega-
tron hns alse built a frame structure,
which is to be used as an edncational
and  recrention  center, ‘The  entire
chureh ‘muhlnu_ program will east ap-
proxinmtely 8200000 {a complete,

FIRE PUMPER
TO BE BOUGHT

Turchase of a G00-gallon fire de-
partment pumper hus been nuthorized
by the I'asadena cary counel, . s
:‘.n fin, city clerk, aunonnced Satur-
i

Order for the new fire appuratus
was placed with the Ameriean La
Trnee eotmpany, 1t is the first piece
of fire fighting cquipment to be pure
chised by the city of Pasadenn,
atus ‘will cost $7500 and
cred_within 40 days, Mr.

Tustallntion  of the
equipment 3¢ expected to help reduce
the present insnrance key rate.

e

\PASTOR FETED

IN HEMPSTEAD

Baptist ladies at Hempstead
wed the new pastor. Rev, R L.
llulmun aud his bride with n shower
at the homp of Judge and Mrs. W. M.
Wheeler with 453 guests present,

I'he_program included a solo by
Miss BElma Cooke and readings by
Aiss Verna Clare Matthews and Mrs.
I'. A. Smith.

Egg and Milk Tests
To Be Fair Features

COLORADO, Nept 21— (Np)e—
Poultry and duiry production contests
will be held l]mm,; the Mitchell eoun-
ty Live-at-TTome frir 40 be held here
October 2 to Prizes will he award-
v the pen’ of aight pullets or hens
Inving the most epps and to the cow
that produces the most butterfat,

Other fentures of the entertninment
program are one-nct plays by rural
eommupities, old  fiddler cantest,
hurseshoe miiching contests and bhurro
races,

_— .

under  direction of |
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Figure 12. The | ocal newspaper included anreligomssage of
institutions in the THCities area. Source: TF@ities Tribune, July 29, 1933, The Portal to Texas History.

- Pictures. here are four churches to be found in the Tri-Cities.
church in Goose Creek, and, at right, the K'Nesseth Israel, Jewish sy

row, left, First Baptist
~Middle —row, — the-

Catholic church at Baytown, at left, the Cedar -Bayou Methodist church, at Below are
pa‘stors of churches here, reading left to right, Rev. E. R. €ouch of the Baytown church; Rev.
Cliff Alexander of the Pelly-Methodist church; -Rev.-William “Desrr- White-of Grace Met

in Goose Creek, and Dr. L. L. Lemon-of the First Christian church in Goose Creek, .
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Figure 13. This newspaper ad, published in the Daily Sun, celebrated Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish new year, in 1939 a
identifies stores in Goose Creek, Pelly, and Baytown that would be closed for the holiday. Owners of these businesses
also took the opporhity to thank their loyal customers. Source: The Daily Sun September 12, 1939, page 3, The Portal

Texas History.
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o ; Jewry throughout the Tri-Cities and all over the
urs, : s / >
and] . entire world on the evening of Wednesday, September S n's . i
| The Mll'acle Store 13, will converge into synagogues and temples . . . all pso
' to worship the approach of the Jewish New Year . . . F IMarket
“Pioneers in Low Prices” the Birthday of the World . . . or Rosh Hashanah.
I 4 3
o Special services are planned for this two-day celebra- .
- Sam Davis, Prop. Pelly | tion by the Congregation of K'Nesseth Israel. ‘New Stueco Building in Pelly'
kI |- stop wedneadey for schoo needn. R We're very gratefal for your pat:
‘;1! RSRETE © 5 *  Rosh Hashanah i.s a }?Olldfly of solemnity and sac- | mse of ur store.
W I Sh redness, a day when family ties are strengthened and TR
ol The Sty € Onop f.riends}?ivaa are renewed. |F also is a holiday of joyous lra Gubeman7.
o, iy and optimistic hopes as a New Year dawns e
" “Where . @elity Counts’ =
er- 5 il = “The Big Store With
mef Harry Blum, Mgr, Upon tf:ia occasion, Jewry of the Tri-Cities wish Little Prices”
o Style, quality snd_experi fitting | to extend words of appreciation to the citizenship of = o
» are festured at this shoppe for 3 i We're very thankful for your
la- smart women. We will be cised | the area for its generous patronage during the past | . o .5 " 00
Thursduy and Friday. The ‘undersigned fi b e Fex p year.
? year. The undersigned firms take this ‘means of ex R
pressing thanks to you. |
| e
b/ Economy Dry E. ARON
Fs " 7 y r o e
& Goods DAVE ARON S ‘Outfitters for Men' |
x ) ) ;
s £ s con o aram | Shop_with us for new fall outfits B
t e oot “Outfitters for the Entire Family™ for stylish men.
> 3
! TN Tl o wieoe . T Qur stock is complete with fall goods for the entire family, ——
- entire family. .
H \ ’
: ROSENZWEIG’S DEPT. STORE
Bernstein’s Tesaa At Commeree Gonse Croek
- > Buy your fall goode here, where low prices rule.
Main Street Baytown
ot THE RAINBOW SHOPPE
Wateh for opening. P
R = “Next To Texan Theater”
We will cbserve the Jewish New Year by closing our store for this boliday,
Main Street i Baytown
g ,wmmmauwuy-t—,gnmwh.*_:v
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Figure 14. To celebrate the final payment of its debt to fund the construction of the synagogue and community, membe

hold a Aimortgage burning ceremony in December 1943. ¢
History.
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Figure 15. Lenard Gabert, date unknown. Source: Public Photo, Ancestry.com.

Figure 16. Lenard Gabert (back row, far left) among a group of men associated with the construction of the Jewish
Community Center In 1949950. Source: Jewish Community Center of Houston Scrapbook, The Portal to Texas History
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Figure 170ne of Gabertodés earliest known commissions. Al thc¢
design that presents a modest influence of the Classical Revival style, a popular architectural expression of the time.
Source: The Houston Post, Febry 8, 1922, Geneaologybank.com.
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Figure 18.The officeGabert designed for himself in the Spanish Colonial Revival style. Source: Houstddispadth,
January 20, 1927, Genealogybank.com.

Figures, Page 69

















https://catalog.archives.gov/id/75319426



https://catalog.archives.gov/id/123859047
































































